
 
Abba Hillel Silver Collection Digitization Project 
Featuring collections from the Western Reserve Historical Society and 

The Jacob Rader Marcus Center of the American Jewish Archives 

 
 
  

Western Reserve Historical Society                 American Jewish Archives 
10825 East Boulevard, Cleveland, Ohio 44106 3101 Clifton Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220 
(216) 721-5722                                                 (513) 487-3000 
wrhs.org                                                         AmericanJewishArchives.org 

 
MS-4787: Abba Hillel Silver Papers, 1902-1989. 

Series I: General Correspondence, 1914-1969, undated. 
Sub-series A: Alphabetical, 1914-1965, undated. 

 
 

 
 
 

Reel     Box         Folder  
         21            7           480 
 
 

Church Peace Union, 1950-1954. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



·" 

, RALPH W. $OCKMAN 
President 

HENRY A. ATKINSON 
General Secretary 

GEORGE B. FORD 
V ic,-Presidenl 

JOHN R. INMAN 
Assistant Secretary 

ARTHUR J. BROWN 
Treau,r11r 

A. WILLIAM LOOS 
Education Secretory 

THE CHURCH PEACE UNION 

DR. WILLIAM AGAR 
DR. HENRY A. ATKINSON 
DR. HERBERT C. F. BELL 
RABBI PHILIP S. BERNSTEIN 
REV. ARTHUR JUDSON BROWN 
PROF. CHARLES G. FENWICK 
REV. GEORGE B. FORD 
DEAN CHARLES W. GILKEY 
MOST REV. FRANCIS J. HAAS 
DR. HAMIL TON HOLT 

170 EAST 64th STREET 

NEW YORK 21, N. Y. 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 

Founded by Andrew Carnegje 

TRUSTEES 
BISHOP IVAN LEE HOLT 
DR. JOHN I. KNUDSON 
REV. MILES H. KRUMBINE 
DR. HENRY GODDARD LEACH 
BISHOP FRANCIS J. McCONNELL 
REV. CHARLES S. MACFARLAND 
RABBI LOUIS L. MANN 
COL.CHARLESL.MARBURG 
REV. WILLIAM PIERSON MERRILL 

December 7, 1950 

East 105th Street and Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

DR. JOHN R. MOTT 
REV. ROGER T. NOOE 
RT. REV. G. ASHTON OLDHAM 
REV. LESLIE T. PENNINGTON 
FRANCIS T. P. PLIMPTON 
DEAN THOMAS CLARK POLLOCK 
HON. CARL SHERMAN 
REV. RALPH W. SOCKMAN 
DR. CHARLES D. TREXLER 
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Cable Address: "ECCLEPAX, NEW YORK" 

Telephone: REgent 7-3703 

We at The Church Peace Union are deeply pleased that you are willing to write the 
final chapter in our projected book, Religious Faith and World Culture. We are 
especially glad that you will write this chapter because we believe that you can 
help to clarify the thinking of our troubled generation. We feel that the deep 
understanding of contemporary society, the profound insight into international 
problems, and the note of universality which pervade your speaking and writing 
would mean much to the people for whom this symposium is planned. 

As I said to you yesterday, we should like to have the chapter be about 4500 words 
in length (approximately 16 typed pages, double space). We are trying to get the 
manuscript together by February 15, 1951, and we must consider March 1 as the final 
deadline. Prentice-Hall must have the complete manuscript by April 1 in order to 
have it ready for fall publication. 

The arrangement we have made With other authors is that The Church Peace Union will 
pay them a modest honorarium for their chapter, namely $100. We realize that this 
amount is in no way commensurate with the work involved. We have made arrangements 
with Prentice-Hall, however, to consider this sum as an advance on any possible 
royalties which might later be paid. 

It was a great pleasure to talk with you yesterday. Since returning to Manhattan 
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Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver - 2 - December 7, 1950 

I have spoken with Dr. Atkinson and Dr. Voss. Both men asked me to send you their 
warmest regards. 

With every best wish. 

Yours very sincerely, 

~,;., _ __t.., 
A. Will 1~=--=L:-0~0--8----◄ 
Education Secretary 
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Dear Dr. Silver: 

DR. JOHN R. MOTT 
REV. ROGER T. NOOE 
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Cable Address : "ECCLEPAX, NEW YORK" 

Telephone: REgent 7-3 703 

The list of contributors for the book, Religious Faith and World Culture, js now 
complete. The revised table of contents is enclosed. 

We at The Church Peace Union have decided that the symposium would receive a con
siderably wider distribution if it were issued by a cormnercial publisher. We have 
therefore arranged with Prentice-Hall, Inc. to publish the volume in the fall of 
1951. I am enclosing a contract in the form of a letter addressed to me. Will you 
please sign this contract and send it back to me by return mail in the enclosed self
addressed envelope? It is necessary for me to turn over to Prentice-Hall, within the 
next several weeks, the contr8cts signed by all contributors. You will understand that 
this contr~ct is the standard form of agreement used with contributors to symposia. 

A few contributors have raised several questions about their manuscripts. The answers 
have been mimeographed, and are enclosed for your information. 

We look for,vard to receiving your manuscript by February 15 if possible, or arch 1 
at the latest. Both the publishers and a number of individuals to whom I have spoken 
tell me that they think this symposium will make a significant contribution to con
temporary thought. We are deeply grateful to you for your cooperation. 

Enclosures -- (1) 
(2) 
( 3) 

~h~:~urs, _k,....,..... ___ _ 
\~ ~iam_L_o_o_s ___ _ 

Education Secretary 
cQntract 
revised table of contents 
information sheet 
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Dear Rabbi Silver: 

DR. JOHN R. MOTI 
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REV. LESLIE T. PENNINGTON 
FRANCS T. P. PLIMPTON 
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I want to report progress on our Church Peace Union symposium, RSLIGI US FAITH AND 
WORLD CULTURE . The manuscripts from contributors have started to come in, and thus 
far the essays have been on a high level . The several essays already received fit 
well together and admirably fulfill their part of the total plan of the book. 

You may be interested to know that the Church Peace Union Board of Trustees hold 
its annual meeting last week, and I gave the Board members full details 8 out the 
book . They are deeply pleased with the group of contributors and are happy to sponsor 
the putlication of a work which, they agree , should oo a truly significant volume . 
They believe this book will help to promote the purpose and aims for which the Church 
Peace Union stands . 

. e look forward to receiving your manuscript for Chapter I, "Prophetic Religion 
and lorld Culture", by li'ebruar; 15, if possible, or iarch 1 at the latest . You will 
realize that it vri.11 be most helpful to me if I can receive all manuscripts as soon 
as possible . I lmow you understand how much work needs to be done after all the 
essays have beon received, and how impossible it will to meet the deadline with 
our publisher unless they reach me in the near future . 

Dr . Atld.nson joins me in sending best wishes to you . All of us at the Church Peace 
Union continue to appreciate your cooperation on this project . 

Faithfully yours, 

-
• 

• William Loos 
Education Secretary 



Dre .le Wlllt• Looa 
(lw,m Pll■oe Ubl.OD 
110 ... 61itbst1ea 
._ York 21• Yen 

dlllr Dr. Looa1 

I• encloeing haradtb tm IIIIIIUllar!p\ JaQ N'1'Jl.-d 
~ \la wllllll. Ul~tJiom nrm JB?.> ~ COD'tllL I haft 
mt~ aqr b1b1~ \o it I m t.llit, 1ille 
~ to wh1dl I should re.tar az,a ~ ant!omd 1D 
t.la blbliograpMM ~ the oUllr oaalribdan tic, tlllt a,llp,el---

th all rood w18bN to J'Oll and to Dre itJd,_.,. I Z 1D 

AIISaer 
1no. 

Ver, oarclt•l]T yours• 

AB HILIBL SILVIR 



,. 

R E L I G I O U S FAITH AND WORLD C U L T U R E 

This book seeks to make an open-minded, realistic appraisal of the 

interdependent world in which we live, with all its transcendent and demonic 

aspects. 

The authors' purpose, however, has not been chiefly analytic. Their 

effort has been channeled toward finding constructive answers to the most 

perplexing problems that haunt and plague humankind. 

The frame of reference throughout this volume is religion. That is, 

the authors agree that there are religious resources in man and in the 

universe. They- agree in believing that as mankind uses these spiritual and 

moral resources, we can gain fresh understanding of our modern predicament 

and find more effective ways to meet our global dilemmas. 

No new creed or dogma -- either religious or scientific or technologic .... l 

is sought. But the authors have aimed to find, at the least, a sense of 

direction for befuddled contemporary man. 

Two fundamental questions each author has aimed to answer: How in our 

con.fused era can we make progress toward developing an all-embracing world 

culture? How can the resources of religion contribute to the growth of world 

community? A valid answer for our age to these questions will give us a 

substa·1tial basis for hope in a future worth living. 
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A. RELIGIOUS FAITH AND CONTEMPORARY MAN 

I. WHAT DO WE MEAN BY RELIGION? 

A socio-theological interpretation, to explain to mid-20th-century 
man the nature of religion, its resources, and its relevance for 
contemporary man and his global predicament. Is Schweitzer correct 
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when he writes about our time: "My own impression was that in our 
mental and spiritual life we were not only below the level of past 
generations but were in many respects only living on their achievements, 
and that not a little of this heritage was begj_nning to melt away in 
our hands"? 

II. THE SITUATION WE FACE. 

(1) THE SOCIOLOOICAL ANALYSIS 
(2) THE PSYCHOLffiICAL ANALYSIS 
(3) THE RELIGI00S ANALYSIS 

An anu.lysis of the breakdown of our culture, ineffective ways we have 
tried to stem the floodtide of disintegration, suggested methods which 
may prove more effectual . What do we mean when we say about our era, 
"The crisis of society is at bottom a crisis of man himself"'? How have 
we failed to d8velop a responsible society? What are the results of 
the 20th century failure to give primacy to moral and spiritual factors? 
How can religion help us to meet the challenge of our time ? 

B. FREEDOM AND ORDER 

III. SOCIETY AND THE INDIVIDUAL. 

What is the relation between society and the indJvidual? Is there a 
11 social appetite" that can be traced among all living forms? What 
evidence is there to suggest that the impulse to cooperate among 
mankind is at leact as basic as the impulse to competition? Is there 
a "sense of mutuality" among human beings that is stronger than the 
drive towards combativeness? What was the contribution of Kropotkin 
and Kurt Lewin to our understanding of the relationship between 
society and the individual? How has the evolutionary concept of 
the "sti·uggle for existence" influenced our thj_nking and acting 
during the last hundred years? What is the meaning of the following 
statement: "Men who do not love one another arc sick -- sick not 
from any disease arising within themselves, but from a disease 
which has been enculturatcd within them by the false values of their 
societies"? 

IV. AUTHORITY .AND THE INDIVIDUAL. 

How can we guarantee freedom for the individual and for different 
peoples while at the same time establishj.ng sufficient world order 
so that global war can be averted? What lies behind the trend toward 
authoritarianism in the 20th century? How can it be successfully 
combatted? Is there a way to insure both freedom and order? 
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V. TECHNOLOOY AND PERSONALrrY 

Within the 20th century technology has become predominant. 
Science, by means of its manifold inventions, has unified 
manki.nd physically. It has demonstrated the abundant resources 
for a full life for all. It has devised connnunications that 
demolish barriers and make neighbors of all peoples. It has 
traced the common cultural design in all areas of the earth. 
Yet, in this same century, conflicts of demonic bitterness 
have bred between nationalities. Divisions within humanity have 
been intensified. Irrational and brutal forces have broken out 
with satanic malignancy. The rise into power of new closed 
societies appears to block the search for a one-world civilization. 
The century's mid~point finds ma~ in moral and mental confusion, 
gripped by fear, enervated by a sense of helplessness. How can 
the benefits of technology be conserved and how, at the same time, 
can we save personality from complete destruction in a technological 
age? 

VI. FAITH AND FREEDOM. 

Faith assures man that he is a child of God. The deeper this 
conviction, the more confident man's inner freedom and the more 
certain his respect for the freedom of his fellows. Such faith 
leads to transcendence of differences. As Jacques Maritain 
writes: "That internal liberty, when it is mutually recognized 
and respected, is the sign of a unity of the mind which touches 
the very heart of human relations and which in a certain way 
reflects in us the transcendent unity of supernatural faith." 

C. TOWARD A WORLD-EMBRACING CULTURE 

VII. IS THERE A NASCENT WORLD CULTURE? 

At the start of the 20th century optimism ran high about a 
developing world culture. After nearly a century of comparative 
peace, the trend toward greater world unity seemed established; an 
evolutionary philosophy led the world's peoples to assume that this 
trend would inevitably become stronger and would without fail 
eventuate in a one-world culture. Then the forces of disintegration 
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set in, and today man is disillusioned and cynical about world unity. 
How shall we evaluate the last 50 years of history and our present 
global predicament? How can nationalism be restrained so that it 
will be subservient to and not completely destroy the nascent world 
culture? How can religion contribute to the growth of world community? 

VIII. THE WORLD TI~PACT OF THE RUSSIAN REVOLUTION. 

What are the basic meanings underlying the Russian Revolution 
and its impact on the first half of the 20th century? How can 
its values be conserved and its evils eliminated? What is its 
long-range contribution to world culture? Are there ways in which 
the present East-West tensions can be lessened? Are there moral 
factors which could, if brought to bear on these tensions, help 
to increase understanding between the West and the East? 
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IX. THE TWENTIETH CENTURY SOCIAL REVOLUTION 

In the long view, it may well be that the 20th century social 
revolution in Asi.a will prove of more historical significance 
than the Russian Revolution. The struggle for social, economic, 
and political independence; the loss of empire and fading away 
of colonialism; the gradual increase of power among formerly 
"depressed" peoples -- all herald a new era in a vast area of 
the world that houses about half of the world's population. 
What is the role 01' Asta in the development of a world culture? 
ls the social revolution of world proportions? For instance, 
what about the developing "racial democracy" in Brazil, and the 
proposed social and economic changes in Mexico? Can we relate 
recent occurrences in Asia with social and political changes 
in the United Kingdom, and, at an earlier time, in the Scandinavian 
countries? 

X. GLOBAL ECONOMICS 

One of the fundamental problems of our time is the di s covery 
of a way for all peoples to share the goods of the earth. 
This becomes the ultimate problem of 20th century economics, 
when all inm1ediate questions are pushed to their logical conclusion. 
What new approaches can we find and use to develop a world economy 
which will be viable and yet will meet the basic needs of all 
peoples? Whnt are the moral factors involved in such considerations 
of "global economics"? 

XI. ONLY IN THE SOIL OF TRUE BROTHERHOOD. 

For centuries the religions have striven, each in its own way, 
to establish justice and equality, to develop brotherhood among 
all peoples. Despite the ethics and social teachings of the 
great religious leaders, progress has been slow and plodding; 
but some progress has been made. Religion has a basic responsi
bility to make the truth of brotherhood known and effective in 
man's relationship to man. If it ignores the voices of Asia and 
Africa, and even of America, it will justly be accused of deserting 
its principles for a cowardly isolationism of conscience. If 
religious forces are activated both in our country and throughout 
the world, they can make men aware of their essential oneness, and 
can inspire them to strive for the safeguarding of human rights. 
Religion can make men aware of their failures in the past and impel 
them to envisage the ideal toward which they should strive in the 
future. From religion came the impetus to assert human rights; 
and from religion should come the spiritual resources by which men 
may be encouraged, sustained and nurtured in achieving these rights. 

XII. IDEAL DEMOCRACY AND GLOBAL ANARCHY. 

What are the basic principles of ideal democracy? Are these 
principles valid for a developing world culture? A critique of the 
way in which the United States, Russia, and Great Britain, each in 
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its own way, use the concept of "democracy". If the principles of 
ideal democracy have universal validity, how can their influence be 
furthered in the existing world situation? Is there an intrinsic re
lation between religion and democracy? 
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XIII. WORLD ORGANIZATION AND WORLD CULTURE. 

The interactions of world organization and world culture: a developing 
world culture alone makes possible the existence of n. world organization, 
and the world organization in turn stimulates the growth of world 
community. The United Natious, its strengths o.nd weaknesses. The 
contribution of the specialized agencies. Ways oi' strengthening the 
UN, so that it can gradually assume the duties of world governr1ent. 
Do the religious forces of the world have u specific responsibility 
to help builu an effective world organization? 

D. CONCLUSION. 

XIV. INDIVI DUAL ETHICS AND WORLD CULTURE 

What is the relation between "private morality" and "public ethics"? 
Can we legitimately trace the essence of civilization to the moral 
disposition of the individual? How can we apply to our complex 
contemporary problems the ethical principles that stem from the major 
world religions? 

XV. WORLD FAITH FOH WORLD l?EACE. 

Is there a worlo faith, a peoples' faith that pleads for understanding 
and appreciation among the divisive element.sin the world? Do the 
world's peoples really believe that the guarantee of humun rights for 
each individual is not a wild dream? I s there a world faith that 
condemns us as being "without excuse" for allowing hunger, poverty 
and sickness of plague proportions to endure in the kind of provident 
world in which we live? Is there an essential religious world faith 
that reveals the oneness of mankind, lifting hearts to God with a 
common hope, a common aspiration, a common meaning? With such a faith 
we can fight the irrational forces that demean and brutalize the human 
person. We can resist the irresponsible forces that cry for either 
aggressive or preventive war. We can put to rout the cynical forces 
ruthlessly trampling underfoot the spiritual values that alone make 
life worth ljving -- brotherhood, human dignity and freedom, justice. 

XVI. PROPHETIC RELIGION AND WORLD cULrrtJRE. 

A summary and synthesis of the preceding chapters. The primacy 
of moral and spiritual factors. The responsibility of prophetic 
religion to cure the "sickness of our time", to effect the "healing 
of the nations". A real:f.st:.f.c proposal of what religion should do and 
can do to help establish world community. 
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Cable Address: "ECCLEPAX, NEW YOIUC" 
Telephone: TEmpleton 8·41 20 

East 105th Street and Ansel Road 
Cleveland 6 , Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

Ify warm thanks to you for sending your chapter to our symposium RELI IOUS 
F ITH AlID. ORL.D CULTURE. I have read it over carefully and feel that you 
have made a distinctive contribution to the book. The comprehensive way 
in which you have drawn together the various subjects discussed in the 
volume is truly masterly . I am sure that the readers of this symposium 
will be stimulated and helped a great deal by your chapter. 

I am especially grateful to you for sending your essay so promptly. To 
receive it when I did has made my editorial task much easier . The honororium 
check is 8nclosed . Let me say again how deeply we all appreciate your 
cordial cooperation. 

Every best wish. 

Faithfully yours, 

~o o: • lo~•=---,._ .... ____ _ _ 
A. William Loos 
Education Secretary 

Enclosure 
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19 April 1951 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
East 105th Street and Ansel Road 
Cleveland 6, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

Oil. JOHN R.. MOlT 
IlEV. llOGER. T. NOOE 
R.T. REV. G. ASHTON OLDHAM 
REV. LESLIE T. PENNINGTON 
FRANCIS T. P. PLIMPTON 
DEAN THOMAS CLAR.IC POLLOCK 
HON. CAR.L SHERMAN 
R.EV. llALPH W. SOCKMAN 
DR. CHARLES D. TR.EXLER. 
PR.OF. D. ELTON TR.UEBLOOD 

Cable Address: "ECCLEPAX, NEW YORK" 
Telephone: TEmpleton 8-4120 

When our Editorial Committee and I read all the manuscripts for the 
symposiwn, RELIGIOUS FAITH AND WORLD CULTURE, we decided that your 
brilliant and extremely important analysis of the world situation 
should not come at the end of the book. It seemed to us that it ought 
to be placed earlier in the volume and should be used as the intro
ductory chapter to the section which we consider the most important 
part of the symposium. Therefore we have placed your chapter first 
in the section entitled "Toward A World Embracing Culture". 

Enclosed is a copy of your manuscript in the form that we sent it to 
the printer. Several minor changes have been made. I should point 
out to you, however, that on page 16 at the beginning of section 10, 
I ventured to expand a sentence you had on the United Nations. It 
seemed to me that adding several sentences made more clear the point 
I know you wished to emphasize. 

I trust that you will like the various changes that have been made. 
May I thank you again for your most gracious cooperation in writing 
your truly outstanding chapter. 

With every best wish to you personally 1n which Dr. Atkinson joins me. 

Sincerely yours, 

~p Q. •• ~ t,,....... -----

A. William Loos 
Education Secretary 
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Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
East 105th Street and Ansel Road 
Cleveland 6, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

OR.. JOHN R.. MOTI 
llEV. ROGER. T. NOOE 
RT. REV. G. ASHTON OLDHAM 
llEV. LESLIE T. PENNINGTON 
FRANCIS T. P. PLIMPTON 
DEAN THOMAS CLARK POLLOCK 
HON. CARL SHER.MAN 
llEV. RALPH W. SOCKMAN 
DR. CHARLES D. TREXLER 
PR.OP. &. ELTON TRUEBLOOD 

Cable Address: "ECCLEP AX, NEW YOH" 

Telephone: TEmpletoo 8-4120 

I am enclosing the galley proot ot your chapter 
and biographical note in RELIGIOUS l.i'AITH AND WORID CULTURE. 
I shall greatly appreciate your reading this proot and, it 
there are any corrections, returning it to me as quickly as 
possible. As you know, 1 t will be helpful it changes are 
kept at a minimum. It there are changes, I hope it will be 
possible to make them in such a way that not too many lines 
will need to be re-set. 

Thank you again tor allot your cordial cooperation 
in the preparation ot RELIGIOUS J'AITH AND WORID CULTURE. The 
book is scheduled tor tall publication. 

AliL:br 

Sincerely yours, 

~R:~. 
A. William Loos 
Education Secretary. 

P. s. When you return these proofs, will you please send the 
name of the country of which you are a citizen. 
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December 2, 1953 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
Temple Tilfereth Israel 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr . Silver: 

DR.. JUSTIN WR.OE NIXON 
REV. ROGER. T. NOOE 
RT. REV. G. ASHTON OLDHAM 
REV. LESLIE T. PENNINGTON 
DEAN THOMAS CLARK POLLOCK 
HON. CARL SHER.MAN 
REV. R.ALPH W. SOCKMAN 
REV. R.USSEU. HENR.Y STAFFORD 
DR.. CHARLES D. TR.EXLER 
PR.OP. D. ELTON TRUEBLOOD 

Cable Address: "ECCLEPAX, NEW YORK" 
Tclcpboae: TEmpleu,a 8-4120 

I am enclosing herewith a copy of my report on 
Israel as Is~ it this last September. 

I would be glad if you could read th's and give 
me su6 estlons or critici~ . • Bef e putting it in 
permanent f rm I have om2 amendments Jl\YSelf to make 
and some addi +,·.ons I woul like to include . 

ill you pl a~ let me hear from you as soon 
as possible . 

With all good wishes, 

Sincerely yours , 



Israel and the Near East 

Henry A. Atkinson 

It was nearly thirty years ago that I first visited Palestine and saw the be

ginning of what was then a vision, but is now a reality. Even at that early period 

considerable progress had been made toward the realization of Theodore Herzl's dream 

of a Zionist state. However, even with a heritage of religious teaching and faith 

in the future of the Holy Land, I could not help being disillusioned in viewing the 

desolation brought about through centuries of neglect and .~buse of the soil. Many 

of the people throughout the country were living on a starvation diet. Disease, 

blindness, and hopelessness were the lot and heritage of others. Most of the wells 

of water had been destroyed years ago, and wide areas of the land that were once 

fertile had become desolate. Oppression and high taxes, with connivance between 

local government and absentee landlords and their agents, brought about a reign of 

poverty in a country that once was a land of plenty -- as the Bible records: "a 

land flowing with milk and honey. " 

The first experiments of the Jewish colonists in restoration of the soil were 

proving successful, and new hopes were born that their ancient homeland might once 
• 

again become prosperous and fruitful. 

The second vis:.t I made to Palestine was in 1937, and what I saw then deeply 

impressed me with the progress that had been made in those twelve intervening years. 

Much of the land had been redeemed; new and better breeds of cattle and poultry had 

been developed; more land had been brought under cultivation, but there was still a 

terrible lack of water and fertilizers. 

Mrs. Atkinson and I arrived at the Tel Aviv airport on September first of this 

year, just sixteen years since our second visit. We were met at the airport and 

driven to Jerusalem across the plains and along the hills over a new road. As far as 

we could see in every direction we were faced with an amazing picture of a prosperous 

country. In fact, in many areas it reminded us of the San Joaquin Valley of Central 

California, with its grain, fruit trees, orchards, oranges, figs and amazing fields 
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of corn, much of which equals the cornfields of Illinois, Iowa, and other of our mid

Central states. We spent ten days visiting as much as possible of the country, and 

everywhere we found the people hopeful of the future, although faced with many 

baffling difficulties. 

Food is one of the most important issues that faces Israel. Can she feed the 

multitude of people who have come to their homeland from the ends of the earth? I 

believe she can. Within five years there have been settled in Israel refugees from 

some fifty nations, all of whom are now cooperating in developing a new solidarity 

and a way of life patterned after western type and the ancient Hebrew culture. Today 

we find in Israel a new approach to the most essential of all necessities: food for 

the people, and in order to provide this essential bread all the people are co

operating. 

We could never have believed that the down-trodden multitudes from the ghetto life 

in Poland, Germany, Bulgaria, Ruma.nia, Russia, Syria, Persia, and scores of other 

nations, could in so short a time become a part of the economic and social pattern 

of life in Israel. Nearly three hundred cooperative farms called "kibbutzim" have 

been established and are self-governing; and through cooperative action are making 

themselves not on~ independent, but are beginning to provide essential foods through 

the markets to the people of the cities and their fellow-citizens. 

In addition to these farm groups, huge areas have been established, particular

ly in the Negev, where Ji terally thousands of acres of man-made deserts have been and 

are being made fertile so as to help produce in the near future additional supplies 

of essential foods. This area was for hundreds of years considered an unproductive 

and desolate area. As we approached Beersheba over a super-modern road we saw the 

land being plowed not with the old fashioned wooden plow common in the Near East 

lands, but with huge tractors and gang plows. An agricultural school has been es

tablished just outside of Beersheba, where the latest and 100st effective methods of 

farming are being taught. The Government Agricultural Department has developed a 

wide program of instruction in every area of farming, including stock breeding, 
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reforestation, fertilization of the soil, increasing and conserving the water supply, 

and through it experimental efforts have added to their crops new varieties of 

fruits, such as bananas and pineapples. 

According to a resume of the Israeli agricultural activities in the current 

Government Yearbook, the Ministry has spent some Forty Thousand Israeli Pounds to re

pair roads and develop water supplies in the Arab areas of the country. Three de

velopment officers and four assistants have been appointed to consider the further 

growth of Arab villages and to establish ties between the teclmical section of the 

Ministry of Agriculture and the Arab farmers. 

Success in producing food depends primarily on water. To meet this need new 

sources of water have been uncovered. A huge pipeline has been laid across the land 

from the shores of the Mediterranean Sea to Jerusalem, so that this ancient city now 

has an inexhaustible supply of water -- pure, sanitary, and safe for all purposes. 

The same type of supply pipes are being laid so as to reach the most arid areas of 

the Negev. 

Next to water, the need is for fertilizers. This is being supplied by the huge 

quantities of nitrates and potash buried in the soil and rocks as well as in the 

water of the Dead Sea. To reach the Sea from Beersheba a modern and safe road has 

been recently constructed. It follows the walls of a deep canyon which at its low-

est point is some twelve hundred feet below sea level said to be the lowest spot 

on earth! The road is wide and provides oodern means of transportation to the mar

kets and factories from the salt works beside the Dead Sea and the mineral mines. 

This road passes through Tyre and Sidon, and also the rough bluffs and caves known 

as "King Solomon's Mines", and from there on to the Israeli port Elath on the Sea of 

Aqaba. 

Some two years ago when the Jews from Aden, the Yemenites, were seeking to 

leave for Israel but were being blocked by Egypt who refused passage through their 

borders and closed the Suez Canal against them, the Israeli Government provided air

pla~es and brought the whole of the Yemenite group safely to Israel. They settled 
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them in the Negev;~some 50,000 of them, and they are said to be the hardest workers 

in the whole land. 

In addition to food, another problem is that of adequate housing for the people. 

Up to the present many of the new immigrants are badly housed, but homes have been 

built and new villages are being established. One finds a striking similarity in 

these new settlements to the newer Southern California towns and housing projects 

being built in the surrounding desert areas. 

I cannot speak too highly of the spirit and enthusiasm of the people of Israel. 

Everywhere I found good cheer and a hopeful outlook. Of course, there are always 

pessimists and those who are doubtful of the future. But, for the most, the people 

are willing to put up with uncertainties in the future. No one with any real knowl

edge of the difficulties which surround the new State can fail to see danger ahead, 

but as one man said in answer to a question as to the future: "I was born in Poland, 

and neither I, my family, nor my friends had any real liberty. None of us knew when 

we would find ourselves in trouble. Here I and my family and friends are free and 

we can stand on our own feet and are willing to work hard, for we have a real part 

in our home in a land which we call our own." 

Many of the main highways are as good as the roads in Europe. My' automobile 

driver said they should be, because "we have in Israel, among other things, an over

abundance of stones!" Speaking of roads, every main road is lined with a double row 

of trees on each side. Millions of trees have been planted and more are to be used 

to form a "Menorial Forest" in honor of the six million Jews slaughtered by Hitler 

and his murderous gang. The road from Beersheba along the Sea to Tel Aviv and on to 

Haifa, some 90 miles, is as beautiful as any road I have ever seen. These millions 

of trees, eucalyptus and pines, are not only beautiful but they draw water from the 

soil and furnish shade, which in turn promote the growth of the trees themselves as 

well as the crops in the adjacent fields. 

The health of the people he.s been and is now a basic concern of Israel. The 

nation has at present the greatest number of doctors per capita of any other nation 
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in the world. In Israel there is one doctor for every 380 inhabitants. As the 

record shows, there is in the State of Jordan one doctor for every 6,000 inhabitants. 

Lebanon has one doctor for every 1,250 inhabitants. In the United States the average 

is one doctor for 750 persons. 

The influx of so many Jews over a period of ten years presents Israel with an 

almost insoluble problem. A very large percentage of these immigrants came from 

countries where they were neglected by the health authorities, and exposed to the 

dangers inherent in bad housing, slums and pitiful living conditions. Today the 

health situation in Israel is improving, although there is still need for more hospi

tals and an increase in rooms and beds for the sick. Here is a real challenge -- but 

it is being met with a grim determination, and efforts that are certain to succeed. 

The Health Service, supported partly by Hadassah, is gaining in the fight against 

disease and death. 

At almost every step in its efforts to meet its responsibilities, this new 

State has met with tragedy. The Hadassah Hospital and Medical Center on Mt. Scopus, 

together with the Hebrew University, were forced to vacate the whole area because of 

the new line of demarcation agreed upon by the Armistice Commission. A caravan of 

buses and trucks was provided by the Israeli Government to take the personnel to 

Jerusalem. This was in 1948. On the road down to Jerusalem the Arabs began a fierce 

bombardment which killed a large proportion of the men and women in the convoy, in

cluding Dr. Haim Yassky, famed for his knowledge, skill and ability as Director of 

the Medical Center. This was a sad day, but the people began to rebuild and now they 

have established the University in a beautiful suburb of Jerusalem. Hadassah has 

helped to establish on the same campus a new "Hebrew University-Hadassah Medical 

School", as well as two hospitals in the center of the city. My first visit in 

Jerusalem was to the Hadassah Club for overseas visitors. I was then shown through 

the hospital with its modern equipment. 

I visited a number of schools, playgrounds, kindergartens, and recreation 

centers. The Hadassah organization is behind all of this work, In the Youth Aliyah 
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Colonies hundreds of children are maintained and being educated with Hadassah funds, 

and are preparing for a new and hopeful way of life. Another enterprise is the 

Children's Village, where something like 245 boys and girls are being taught the 

fundamentals of citizenship and the responsibilities they will have to shoulder in 

the future. 11hese projects are fipanced in part by the Junior Hadassah. 

There are two branches of the public school system of Isi·ael, one Jewish and 

the other Arabic, both modelled after the Western world's systems with certain modi

fications. There is a strict compulsory education law in force up to and including 

attendance of all pupils through the grade schools. 

The educational system embraces kindergarten, primary and grade schools, public 

high schools, and many private schools and colleges,as well as the professional, 

technical and religious schools. The technical institute called "Technion" in Haifa 

was founded in 1912 with 300 students. Now it has 1,800 students, and the Institute 

has outgrown the five original buildings and their equipment. It is the only tech

nical institute in all of the Middle and Near East. With its distinguished faculty, 

its equipment and program, it stands high in the regard of educators. Dr. Carl 

Alpert, the director of the Publicity Department of the Technion, in a letter to me 

said: "We are most anxious to expand our facilities as quickly as possible and thus 

be in a position to provide local industry with the engineers, technologists, archi

tects and applied scientists who are so urgently needed. Your own observations have, 

during your stay in the country, confirmed your impression of the vital role which 

the Technion plays in Israel.' The State of Israel has given two hundred acres on 

the slopes of Mt. Carmel as a campus on which will be built new and large buildings 

with more up-to-date equipment. When these improvements are completed the Technion 

will rank with the best of the technological institutes of the United States. There 

are two other famous educational institutions in Israel: one, the Weizmann Insti

tute at Rehovoth, a scientific research center, and the Hebrew University at Jerusa

lem, which teaches liberal arts, law, and medicine. 

New teachers are being trained in a number of normal schools. Hebrew is the 
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basic language, but in the Arab districts Arabic is also taught. I have never known 

a people who are more proud of their schools than the Israelis. They have good 

reason to feel proud. The scattered groups of Jews, who are brought to Israel from 

many 'parts of the world, come from widely varied environments and speak different 

languages. However, they learn quickly, for during the ages of exile they and their 

families revered and followed the promises and spiritual leadership of the Bible and 

the Talmud, and many of the new citizens of Israel have at least the fundamentals of 

the Hebrew language. 

Some Jewish critics of Israel, especially in the United States, raise the ques

tion: "What constitutes a state?" Then they proceed to answer for themselves. They 

say the term, "Republic of Israel", is a distortion and misnomer. Judaism, they pro

test,. is only a religion, and in their opinion can never become correlated into a 

"Jewish political state". A recent statement was made by one of the Amer:.can anti

Zionist groups, in which it was argued that if the status of Jews as a national group 

is recognized, then American citizens of Jewish birth will become only half citizens 

of the United States. There are about three million citizens in the Irish Republic-

more than 98% of whom are Roman Catholics. Did the establishment of Ireland as an 

independent republic in 1937 make half citizens of the million or more Irish citizens 

of the United States? It would be hardly safe to question the loyalty of any Ameri

can of Irish descent just because he happens to be of the same blood and same re

ligion as the citizens of Ireland! 

The same group, particularly in the United States, is deeply worried about 

whether or not "Israel is a theocracy, a godless state, or a democracy." The State 

of Israel is a democratic state with a republican form of government. There is.a. 

J J j freedom of religion, with a few minor exceptions, such as we find in the 

United States. The sabbath is strictly observed as a holy day as well as a holiday. 

I spent two sabbaths, one in Jerusalem and the other in Tel Aviv, and every shop and 

business was closed, except a few essential ones. It is quiet in the streets on 

sabbath, not only in the morning but until sundown. The Moslems observe Friday as 
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their holy day and the Christians observe Sunday. There is a~parently no clash or 

criticism of this arrangement, based as it is on the scriptures of each faith. Eve?}" 

religious group, as long as its members obey the law and do• not attenl).:)t to coerce 

or disturb the peace, enjoys equality and the same freedoms. It is very evident tpat 

the synagogues, temples and rabbis are held in high regard. Chief rabbi Uziel died 

on September fourth and was mourned by all his people who held hi~ in great respect 

and love. He was the 33rd Sephardic Chief Rabbi of "Eretz", Israel, and was en

throned on June 27, 1938. On the day of his funeral a throng of thousands of people 

crowded the main street in Jerusalem as they sorrowfully followed his bier to the 

grave. 

The economic situation in Israel is serious and for sometime it will be unset

tled. The new state has taken on an enormous task in building the waste areas, es

tablishing new cities on the ruins of the old. The costs of transportation in bring

ing Jews from scattered nations throughout the world and providing them with housing, 

food and other help have been a great strain on t he national budget. However, fin

ancial and economic affairs are in competent hands. Factories are being built in all 

the cities, and already there are some products being sold in other countries. For 

example, in 1952 the export of oranges brought in to Israel about $20,000,000! 

I think everyone who has visited Israel in these critical years will share With 

Mr. Adlai Stevenson his expressed feeling of depression when he considered "the gulf 

which separates Israel from the Arab world". The refugees from Israel were ordered 

out by their own leaders, who told them that the Arab armies were going to drive all 

the Jews into the Mediterranean Sea and if the Arabs in Israel did not leave they 

would also be "driven into the Sea." The Israelis guarded the area in Haifa from 

which a considerable number of Arabs had fled. After the defeat of the Arab armies 

these refugees were notified by the J·ews that they were free now to return; where

upon the Arab leaders warned the refugees that if they were to return they would suf

fer the same fate as the Jews. 

The Grand Mufti of Jerusalem took the lead and did everything possible to help 
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Hitler in his war against decency, freedom, and democracy, and for the establishment 

of the Nazi regiree with all its brutality and its pledge to exterminate the Jews of 

the world. When the British became awa=e of his maneuvering in Palestine they ma.de 

a vigorous attempt to capture the Grand Mufti, but he escaped, as it was reported at 

the time, by the "margin of his coat-tail." He fled to Germany whe1"e he was a real 

help to the Nazi plans for world conqueat and the extermination of the Jews. 

During this same period, however, the Jews native in Palestine, as well as the 

newcomers, joined hands with the British and American forces in helping the Allies 

win the war. 

The matter of the refugees is a serious one. There are something like 800,000 

refugees. They cannot go back to Israel, and the Arab nations have refused so far to 

make any permanent arrangements for them to take up their lives in the adjacent Arab 

lands. 

Israel will go as far as possible in a coo~erative effort to help solve the 

refugee problem, provided a reasonable and workable plan for resettlement can be 

agreed upon. I was told that the Government is keeping in escrow the funds necessary 

to reimburse, at least in part, the refugees for the property they were forced to 

abandon in Israel. 

There is no question but that this issue is at least in part political. Only a 

greater degree of truth and huIIBne sympathy can settle it. It is believed by many 

that Egypt does not want the refugee problem settled. There are some 350,000 men, 

women and children refugees in the "Gaza strip" on Egyptian soil close to the Is

raeli border. They are hungry, sick, distressed, and it is said to be a possible 

"jumping off" spot for a new Egyptian attack on Israel when the time is ripe. Along 

the border, four or five miles from the Egyptian boundary, I saw many Israeli farmers 

and shepherds working in the fields with a rifle slung from the left shoulder. It 

reminded me of the story of Nehemiah, when the workmen who were rebuilding the Walls 

of Jerusalem divided into two groups, one nBn worked on1he wall with a trowel in his 

hand and behind was a guard with a spear to ward off the enemy. 
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A proposal has been made that Israel, Syria, Lebanon and Jordan should jointly 

create a Jordan Valley Authority, build the required dams and reservoirs, and perfect 

a system of irrigation so that the water could be used on their arid lands. If this 

can be accomplished thousands of acres could be brought und.er cultivation and enough 

foodstuffs produced to help feed the people of all these nations. In addition, 

Jordan could establish two or three separate settlements in the area that would take 

care of all the refugees and would immensely add to the prosperity of the whole reg

ion. Around the city of Amman there are thousands of acres of desolate, arid land. 

This city was built on the site of the old Roman city of Philadelphia. It was a 

place of importance; a center of art and c~lture. The land about it was prosperous, 

fertile, and productive. The Roman roads from Egypt to the Middle East passed through 

it, and at a later date it became an important crossroad on the caravan route from 

te.mascus to Mecca. The ruins in the city reveal a high degree of civilization, and 

appreciation of art, beauty, and power on the part of the architects and builders. 

Anyone who has travelled throughout the Near and Middle East can never forget 

the temples, shrines, and palaces especially in the larger cities; nor can he forget 

in contrast to these scenes of elegance and grandeur, the squalor, miserable slums, 

poverty, sickness and blindness among the multitudes in many of these places. The 

people and governments have recently brought about some needed reforms, and the im

provements in the Near East are rather remarkable in many respects. However, much 

remains to be done to remedy these bad conditions. Israel has faced these problems 

and has made real progress. Why cannot the Arab countries join in an intensified 

struggle so that there would be a new day and better existence for the citizens in all 

these countries? If the leaders would put aside their bitter hatreds and misunder

standings and cooperate, it would answer many complaints of millions of people and 

create a better future for the millions yet unborn. 

A real stumbling block in the road to good understanding stems from the in

transigence of the Arab world. But not all of this can be charged to the M.::>slems. 

In Syria and Lebanon, in particular, there are groups of men -- leading members of 



0 A 
-11-

the oldest Christian denominations -- who call themselves Arab Christians. A great 

deal of the animosity and some of the most bitter attacks against Israel and the 

Jewish people have come from these Christian men high in the councils of their na

tions and the Christian organizations to which they belong. Thus they carry on the 

old quarrels and fights between the early Christian Church and the Jews of the first 

and second centuries. It is amazing and disheartening to find so much bitterness. 

It makes one wonder if after all we have under-estimated the danger of this new out

break of the virus of Hitlerian Nazism. 

Another factor in assessing the reasons behind the present bad situation be

tween Israel and her neighbors is an exemplification of the historic fact that when 

a new type of civilization comes in contact with an old traditional type there is 

inevitably a clash. 

The Kibya attack was a brutal and unjustified reprisal, but it was not an 

isolated incident. It must be pointed out that the citizens of Jordan ha~e been 

disregarding the Armistice line for years and hardly a night passes without an inci

dent. Since Great Britain, Frar:ce and the United States issued a joint declaration 

in 1950 guaranteeing order and security along Israel's border, the Kingdom of Jordan 

alone has inflicted on Israel the following losses and damages: 421 Israelis killed 

and wounded, 866 armed attacks, 128 cases of sabotage and 3,263 cases of robbery. In 

a new country, until adequate police and armed forces are developed, the people who 

suffer most are very likely to take the law into their ovn hands. 

Instead of the United Nations spending so much time in trying to assess the 

blame for the Kibya incident, it should agree that both sides are responsible the 

Arabs for the continued series of provocations along the Armistice line, and the 

Israelis for making such an attack on the innocent men, women and children living in 

the village of Kibya. It is eminently unfair and dangerous for the United States, 

Great Britain and France to join together and force the issue by putting all the 

blame on Israel. 

The basic issue is: how can further attacks be avoided? The answer is clear. 

First, by recognizing the inadequacy of the five-year-old armistice. At its best 
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an armistice is only a cessation of actual warfare, and it is perfectly evident from 

threats that have been made that it is the Arabs who are firmly against any negotia

tions that could produce a genuine and permanent peace settlement. They do not want 

peace with Israel. However, in spite of the Arab intransigency in regard to this 

issue, the United Nations should at once proceed to draw up a permanent peace coven

ant between Israel and her Arab neighbors. The peace arrangements should be just to 

both sides and signed by Israel and her four Arab neighboring states, and guaranteed 

by vote of the majority in the United Nations. 

In any plan to settle the difficulties in the Middle East and in considering a 

peace conference, all the factors involved must be carefully studied -- including the 

proposal and vote to internationalize Jerusalem. (There are ten places involved, all 

of them in the Old City of Jerusalem.) This vote was denounced by both Arabs and 

Jews. As a substitute for this proposal there should be drawn up a plan for inter

nationalizing and protecting these designated Holy Places, but not the whole city. 

Such a plan would settle the question in an amicnble way. The Holy Places are "holy" 

to three great religions: lvbslems, Jews and Christians. It is futile to say that 

human ingenuity is unable to find a fair solution to what appears to be an impasse 

in the United Nations on this matter. 

Dr. Nelson Glueck, president of the Hebrew Union College and Jewish Institute 

of Religion, who has just returned from Israel, said: nFrom year to year Israel's 

advance is phenomenal. The glorious creativity of physically and spiritually strong 

pioneers is evident on every hand. New miracles manifest themselves in endless suc

cession-. I have returned refreshed and exhilarated from the wonder of renascent 

Zion." So say we all who have recently had the privilege of seeing what has been 

done and is now being accomplished in Israel. And beyond that is the grim determina

tion of the Israelis themselves to "win through" no matter what the cost in money 

and labor. 

November 23, 1953. 



Dr. &mr, A. Atldp,an 
The Church Piaoe Union 
170 F.ast Sixty-toarth St.net 
in Tork 21, Ne• Tork 

y dear Friends 

Deo•ber 20, 1953 

Thank you tor yam' note ot December ••cond and tor letting 
me •• your report on Illl'ael. I read 1 t with keen pleanre. 
It ie an excellent statement which should be wideq cirou
lat.ed. 

W1 th •arme•t re flU'd•, I Nll&in 

llost cordially 7ov•, 

ABBA HILLEL SILVER 

AHS1nu1 

P. s. <l'I the tint pa11 JOU apeak or Theodore fitnl•• dr
ot • 7.ioni•t state. I think it would be IION el.Hr to N7 
Theodore Henl•a dN ot a Jawiab 1tate. 
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,, llALPH W. SOCKMAN 
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HENilY A. ATKINSON 
G.,,.,"' s.".,.,, 

GEORGE B. POllD 
V ;, .. Pr•s-'"" 

JOHN ll. INMAN As,,,,.,,,, s.cr.,,,,,., 

All.THUil J. BR.OWN r, • .,.,., 
A. WIWAM LOOS 
&J#UlfO# S•cr-,-, 

THE CHURCH PEACE UNION 

llEV.THEODOllE~ADAMS 
Oil. WIWAM AGAll 
OIL HENRY A. ATKINSON 
DR.. HEllBER.T C. P. BELL 
llABBIPHWPS.BER.NSTEIN 
llEV. All.THUil JUDSON BROWN 
PR.OP. CHAR.LES G. FENWICK 
llEV. GEORGE B. POR.D 
DEAN OlAR.LES W. GILKEY 
BISHOP IV AN LEB HOLT 
Dll. JAMES IL ]OY, 1!1Mril,u 

170 EAST 64th STREET 
NEW YORK 21, N. Y. 

Founded by Andrew Carnesie 

TR.USTEFS 
Oil. JOHN I. KNUDSON 
llEV. MILES H. KllUMBINB 
DR.. HENilY GODDAllD LEAOI 
DEAN LLOYD D. !.UCKMANN 
BISHOP fllANCS J. McCONNELL 
llEV. OIAR.LES S. MACFARLAND, Emml#J 
llABBILOUISL.MANN 
COL CHAR.LES L MAllBUllG 
llEV. WJIJ..IAM PJEJlSON MFJllUI 
DB.. JOHN ll. MOTi' 

January 2 7, 1954 

abbi .hbba Hillel Silver 
Temple Tilfereth Israel 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr . Silver : 

DR.. JUSTIN WR.OE NIXON 
llEV. ROGER. T. NOOE 
JlT. REV. G. ASHTON OLDHAM 
llEV. LESLIE T. PENNINGTON 
DEAN THOMAS CLAJlK POUOCK 
HON. CARL SHER.MAN 
llEV. RALPH W. SOCKMAN 
REV. R.USSEU HENRY STAPFOR.D 
Dll. CHAllLES D. TREXLER. 
PB.OP. D. ELTON TRUEBLOOD 

Cable Address: "ECCLEPAX, NEW YOll.K"' 
TeJcpboae: TEmplecoa s-.4120 

I am enclosing herewith the printed booklet on my trip to 
Israel . You were ood enough to read the 1anuscript and you 
will note that I have taken aeeount of t e sug estions yo made . 
Your help has made me feel that per aps this document vr" 11 be of 
some value . 

·i th thanks and best wis es , I am 

Sincerely yours , 



nr. 'l.-r:'.""V' A. A1iJd.'Ulul7 .. 
Thlft c.,,i,:-eh Pc t>e Uhion 
1_ 70 """ ♦• 6',t.h ~et 
'.., "R:rk 21, ,.,,, Tork 

. dear n,.. A t.k1 n on, 

Pet'P.d t. lftf! ♦,~ th'-lnlc you .for ynur tho11~h't.rulnees :1.n 
eM:ln~ m a eo .. of y-01,,. h,oklet. on ., .,r trln to 

I~~l. T reed it 8~i lfi. t,h ffl\10h l. J 
h~~ !t . l.1 r.¥.'e"1~ tM dest n:lrcul 

. t.h wai,nest re rds, I remain 

yours, 

ABBA HILT.EL SILVER 

/lHSI • 
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