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NEWTON O. BAKEFt, PRESIDENT 

RICHARD F. GRANT, 1ST VICE PftESIDE"T 

F. C. CHANDLER, IND VICE PRESIDENT 

GEORGE A. COULTON, TREASURER 

MUNSON HAVENS, BECR E'TARY 

C. R. JOHNSON, 
lABOn COMMtSSIONEA 

February 26, 1923 

Dear Member : 

There's another angle to the high cost 

of building homes that we think should have the 

benefit of your thought and attention. 

The message on the inside of this fold

er deals with that malignant thing ,-crowded 

housing. 

Please read it. 

Very truly yours, 

Committee on Labor Relations 

by ~~" C' ~ 
Chairman 

MESSAGE NUMBER 3 
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igh Building Costs Lea to 
Crow e ouses 

You were told in our last mes
sage of John Smith, a capable, 
steady, thrifty mechanic, earning 
$7 a day, who cannot afford to build 
a modest little home at present 
high building costs. 

There are thousands today in 
Cleveland living in crowded 
houses, two or three families in one 
house. They want a home and 
could afford a home if building 
costs were reasonable. 

For three rooms, in a house with 
another family, people are paying 
$15 to $20 per month in the least 
desirable sections of the city; for 
the same accommodations, in 
somewhat better sections, they are 
paying $25 to $35 per month. 

Look with us, for a moment, into 
the home life of one of these fami
lies. A husband, a wife, two young 
children, a newly arrived baby, in 
three rooms, in a rundown house, 
on the east side, in a factory dis
trict. They share the house with 
another family and pay $18 a 
month for rent. The wife cooks, 
washes, irons, sews in the kitchen, 
where the family lives most of the 
time. One bedroom for father, 
mother and the baby, and another 
dark room, never intended for a 
bedroom, for the children. No place 
for company but the kitchen. No 

warm place, except the kitchen, for 
the children to play indoors. Is 
this fair to the mother? Is it fair 
to the children? 

Of course they play out of doors 
-in the street-with automobiles 
and trucks constantly passing
never a moment that mother isn't 
in dread. 

"Where there is no vision, the 
people perish." The vision of the 
founders of our country was a 
country with equal opportunity for 
life, liberty and the pursuit of hap
piness. What vision has this fam
ily of life, liberty and the pursuit 
of happiness? 

Enough homes will not be built 
for such families as long as unreas
onable building costs continue. 

Under the closed union shop 
agreement between the Building 
Trades Employers' Association 
and the Building Trades Council, 
the supply of building labor has 
been reduced or restricted, costly 
restrictive practices have pre
vailed, and costs have risen to the 
point where home-building is im
possible for the wage-earner. The 
chief obstacle in the way of lower 
building costs is this closed union 
shop agreement. 

THE COMMITTEE ON LABOR RELATIONS. 



Restriction of the Supply of Labor 
One of the direct results of the closed union shop in the building trades has 

been a restriction of the supply of building labor. This affects Cleveland as well 
as other parts of the country. This has been accomplished by rules and regula
tions which limit the number of apprentices; impose excessive initiation fees or 
dues; bar admission to membership; require use of working permits with non
members of a craft. 

Here are the results of such policies as shown by the census of 1910 and 1920. 
Out of eleven trades in the construction industry, eight have decreased in num
bers engaged during this decade. The figures below show the changes during 
this time. 

Number Employed Decrease in 
CRAFT 1910 1920 Per cent 

Brick and stone masons 161,781 131,264 19 
Plasterers 47,682 38,255 20 
Painters, glaziers and 

varnishers, building 273,441 248,497 9 
Roofers and slaters 14,078 11,378 19 
Paper hangers 25,577 18,746 27 
Laborers, building general 

and not specified 869,478 623,203 28 
Laborers, road and street 

building & repairing 180,468 113,836 36 
Stone cutters 35,731 22,099 38 
Carpenters 817,120 887,379 9* 
Plumbers and gas and 

steam fitters 148,304 206,718 39* 
Structural iron workers, 

building 11,427 18,836 65* 
* Increase 

In seven trades, there were less apprentices in training in 1920 than in 1910 
as follows: 

APPRENTICES 

Plumbers and steam and gas fitters 
Carpenters 
Brick-and stone masons 
Painters and glaziers 
Plasterers 
Paperhangers 
Roofers and slaters 

Number Employed 
1910 1920 

9,903 
6,069 
2,503 
2,262 

669 
444 
304 

7,386 
4,805 
1,434 
1,616 

398 
172 
250 

Restricted immigration and failure of employers to train apprentices are 
also factors which have contributed to the shortage of building mechanics. Limi
tation of labor supply in the construction industry leads to unreasonable costs 
and other abuses. THIS IS NOT IN T'HE PUBLIC INTEREST. 
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(Uht ~!ttlaub QTltanthtr nf <£nnuntn:t 
JFfllu~ in 1848 

March 9, 1923 

Dear Sir : 

Either l te in February ore· ly in 

iarch r . B Ker 'irOve ye let er iith reg rd 

to your en ng resign icn . In a hur ied 

mo~ent at t e ofiice this m n · n he mentioned 

tat he had recei e no repl from yo~ td sked 

e if I vo ld a~ce· t n et er you received is 

letter . If you did not receive ·t , I presume 

M . B-ket ould ~i~h to write you ag in or 

telephone you about the mat er . 

Very t ruly yours , 

Secretary 
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The 'tell tor, 

CleYeland 0lt:l.1en, 

OlwellUMI. 

Dear Sir: 

ltorial no, Int doali~ with blilletin ieaued bJ The 01 and C 

to it• •lllab•rt and a report in wh oh labor r ationa 1a Clev land faot riaa h b en 

In ooaaentt.,. upon a reoeat report of the Oo11d:lt•• n Labor l t n•, 
~ 

oh ahowed t :t or 759 indu.etrial Pl,anta, 1.hare re in Cleveland 546 epen wh pa, 

126 olo•d non-union lbopa, and 16 ol.oeed wa1Qll llho •• ibe editorial not•• that ao-

oorclbg to th r port 'I r• are boU'& eight t, • olo d n<1n•1&nion at op• •• 

eloa d uion ahopa in Cln land, and i e • a: 

licly 

Wt rep•t t :I the Clnelaad Clulllb•r of Coaor.o pret nde to op.
po•• the olo••d non-union -1\o • which it clabsa, pa-•pollde :t•• o••r
wbelllinglr 0OIIIIP ecl to the oleaed ulon ahon, wt. •• •hall e .... 
•• in 1\hit o .. 111Ulty to procluN -.. booklet, 1• net •r ot r liter-
• un that ha• 'been i■euecl by thia all ad neut.ftl, op n- nded •in••• 1natltut1 -- looat.tid oa t~ ~•• 'blat i • tar tr aoti 

1/•quan •- t t attaoka the oloM4 no uni llhop." 

The Cln and Cballber of Co■naeroe h • been on reoor .. II' ti•• pub-

tnet tbe olo•d non-union ahop t :t we re sed that y 

mob a at t &11t ln your editorial oolmn, al.thou h, knwring y r taim••• or ■lod• 

•• reoogni•• Jt:N.f' entire •inoerit.y. Th• tollowi r• ort• 

are her, ,uoted in pan •• nid•no• of 01&r publi• peaition 

ul ll lhopl 

doawaenta, wit cl t••• 

1. •J>eelarat.1oa of Prinoiple•", 1Nued 1pr11 1, 1920, page 41 .. n1on 5, 
"FNecloa of Coatrut". 

Thle d .. .,... WU printed in phl t Iona, • led to t.be 
' tbe Cb NV, and wld•lJ di•tributecl thnughout "· UllitN 

well a• 1111 Glweluil. l'h• Deel rat. on reoe1••4 bc,\h natloaal and leoal 
pultl ielv and d \torlal •--••t• C:op •• era aailed to h looal alon 
1n ~- •1"1• 
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The lublic inter ·at demand• an equal opportunity for all -wage-earner15 but the closed non-union ahop polioy is to rs-
fu1e employment to \lnion men. 

The e,ubli~ is&er•st demand• that labor unions continue to 
exi It inaotar aa they represent a praotioal me ne o • curing 
oonlltructiYe 1nrtu•trial reforms; but the oloeed non-union 
•hop polioy would de1troy all uni one. 

The public interest demand• industrial paao• i but the 
oloeed non-uni n ahop policy i• an important oau •• of indue
tr1al enmity and diatrust. 

o atrongl7 urge all employers at thi• ti■e to ahow such 
tairne•• in their dealing• with th•ir employee ae to dotoat 
the argwneute of the labor agitator• who a•••rt that n "open 
ahop" la a olo••d non-union shop. The public need• your ielp 
in •curing the re-1 open ahop •·••• 

4. A letter from w. 8. oAlliater, Chairman or the Committee on L bor £e-
lation• of the Chamber of Comnsorce, addressed to the ditor ot the CleYeland 
Citisen, and published in '\he OleYaland Citizen on September 3, 1921. 

The second par~·,·aph of the letter r ade -

"Th• Cha!llber of Co orco doea not wish to e• troy tr . •• 
unionimn, but it ia ag iaat the •oloeed uni n shop• exactly 
aa ii ia ag :tnst th• ol088d non-union shop. It stands for 
the 'real' opon shop-• in which ev~ry or er', chance ie aa 
good a• every other wor er'• o nee, from which no wor er i1 
1hut out beoauee he hne no union oard." 

S• A halt pa~e adTortiMr'l9nt published in the Clev 1 nd Plain Dealer and 
lnel nd e •• ovember 18, 1921, ttntitl d "An Open Letter to the •ilk 

. Driver•' Union•: 

The toxt of ths "Deolaration of Prinoipl•••, •eoti n 5, 
"freedom of Contr ot", given under ( 1) abOYe w • ueed in 
thi• •••rtl•ment. 

6. A p phlet entitled .. 0orreapondence Betweeo Mr. Samuel Gomper• ancl r. 
ewton D. Baker", ptJge 8, pr raph 3, r. ker•• lettQr at A.up.at 24th, 

1922, P&B• 18, paragraph 2, Mr. Baker'• letter of ~ovo er 23, 1922. Ap• 
prned by board of direotore Deceni> r 13, 1922: 

Thi• oorre•pondeno• wa1 printed, aallecl to th• -b•r•hip of the llau
ber• otent to a large list or publio olticial.•• and minister• of Ol•••land., 
••nt to every looal labor union in th• oity. It ••• inted in full in the 
Clevoland Plain Deu.ler, 6un(l y, Deoembor 31, 1922, and 1n p rt in tho Nn 
York 1111•• ot the •- dat , and the Allerican 1edar ation1 t in th• OY Diber, 
1922, and lebru ry, 1923 1 11 ••• 

•A• I IN lt, ther are three or po•■ibly tour po•ition1 
whi.oh one II' tak•• He 11111,J t vor (1) the oloeed non•union 
1hop1 (2) the open ■bop, (3) the pretenentlal anion shop, 
an4 \ 4) the oloa d union shop. lly alad reach•• an 1n9't.an
t neoua nd final dleapprovlll of th oloa non-union ■h P• 
I think it I intoler \Jle tlmt ah.ow. be den'.\ d '\he 
right t work t hi tr de bM ua eleo to Jo .n a la-
~r llnion and • •• 001 te hiaeelf with other• tn hi• or rt 
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<lr1tt QI1r1ttlattb: Qrltanthr nf atnmm:err~ 
NEWTON D . BAKER. PR!':SIDENT 

RICHARD F". GRANT, IP VIC!': PRESIDENT 

F". C . CHANDLER , z ~o VICE PRESIDENT 

GEORGI!: A . COUL TON . TR!':ASURER 

MUNSON HAVENS, SECRETARY 

Rabbi A.H. Silver, 

The Temple, 

Cleveland. 

lt,rumhh ¼u 184 8 

March 28th, 1923 

My dear Rabbi Silver: I have been engaged in court, of late, end ray time at the 

Chamber has been limited. Please pardon so tardy an acknowledgment of your 

interesting letter of the 8th inst. 

I like the downright manner of your attack upon the Chamber's policy, and 

I e.m sure you will like it best if I reply in an equally downright way. You say 

that you are not in sympathy with the position taken by the Chamber on the subject 

or the open shop, "and more especially of the propaganda which the Chamber has been 

conducting, through newspapers and pamphlets, to univarsalize it". 

Referring to the first part of the paragraph: There are three kinda of 

shops - the closed union shop, the closed non-union shop, and the open shop. If 

you do not believe in the open shop, - which is the shop "in which every worker's 

chance is as good as every other worker's chance, the open shop from which no 

worker is shut out because he holds a union card, and from which no worker is shut 

out because he has no union card", - I say, if you do not believe in the open shop, 

then you must believe either in the closed union shop or the closed non-union shop • 

• 
I will not indulge in an idle discussion or the closed non-union shop. or course 

you do not believe in that. And, knowing you as well as I do, I do not see how 

you can believe in the closed union shop. You will have to tell me in so many 

words that you do before I believe that you do. The closed union shop, like the 

closed non-union shop, is absolutely against the public interest. I have argued 

this question at such length in the correspondence between Mr. Gompers and myself 

(copies or which you have recoived) that I will not inflict the argument upon you 



A. H. S. 2. 

again. But will you not answer me frankly this question: Are you in favor of 

the closed union shop? 

Referring to the second (quoted) pa.rt of your paragraph: You recognize, 

of course, that if the Chamber or Commerce does believe earnestly and sincerely 

in the open shop, it is explicitly its "function" to work for what it believes in 

and try to make its beliefs effective. The Chamber of Commerce is not a chamber 

of resolutions, merely. It is a chamber or action, and I think you will agree 

, with me, on seco1'ld thought, that however much you may disagree with a policy, it 

is the Chember's duty, having decided upon a policy, to endeavor to make that 

policy affective. 

I note your reference to the American Plan Association. I have no 

acquaintance with this association whatever. I suppose that I know personally 

some or the gentlemen who compose it. I have been informed of the labor policy 

of the factories represented by some or the members of its executive committee. 

I havo not tested the accuracy of this infonnation. But, if I mn correctly 

infonned, these factories are operated so nearly upon the closed non-union shop 

basis that I share your doubts about the ideals (as you call them) of such associa-

tions. I em compelled to emphasize the tact that my information with regard to 

these factories is second or third-hand, and may be inaccurate. 

But if you knew of the ardent efforts or the same gentlemen who now com

pose the active element in the American Plan Association to prevent the Chamber of 

Commerce from having a program of labor relations, you would suspect, with me, that 

those gentlemen did not care to have the real open shop preached to this community 

with the sincerity and effectiveness with which the Chamber is preaching it. 

I cannot agree with your statement of this Chamber 19 mission. The 

Chamber of Com::Brce is not an association of employers. It is a civic organization. 

It does not pretend to represent the public. But it tries, perb.ape mistakenly at 

times, but always with sincerity, I think, to represent the public interest. 



t,. 

A. H. S. 3. 

With reference to the next paragraph or your letter, it seems to me 

that two observations might be made - first, that you are not wholly familiar 

with the record or the Chamber in ferreting out and endeavoring to correct 

abuses or the character that you mention, and second, that it is not a sound 
4 

I • 

argument against the validity of one policy to accuse the Chamber of dereliction 

in others. 

I have carefully read through the little pamphlet you were kind enough 

to send me as expressive of your views. This pamphlet seems to me, if you will 

permit me to be quite frank about it, to assume that the advocates of the open 

9hop desire to destroy organized labor end to eliminate collective bargaining. I 

~ believe in labor unions and yet I believe in the open shop. 

, collective bargaining, and yet I believe in the open shop. 
' 

I believe in 

And I find that my 
I 

associates in the Chamber of Co~rce - the members of its board of directors, and 

its committee on labor relations - are in accord with my views, or rather, perhaps 

I should say, I am in accord with thoir views. And their views are representative 

of the great preponderating majority of the members of the Chanber of Commerce. 

In other words, it seems to me that the basic assumption of your pamphlet- is in

accurate and results from the undeniable !act that there are employers and there 

I I • .. 

are employers' associations who would use the slogan of the open shop as a hypocrit-

ical cloak to cover their etf'orts for tho closed non-union shop. With such em-

ployera neither the Chamber or Commerce nor I hava the slightest sympathy, Md we 

have said so repeatedly and in the most public way. I enclose a letter to the 

Editor or "The Cleveland Citizen" written by Alexander c. Brov1n, the chairman ot 

the committee on labor relations, covering this point. 

read it carefully. 

Please take the time to 

Having taken an assumption as your basis that I believe to be incorrect, 

your pamphlet goes on to denounce the open shop as though it were synonymous with 

the destruction of' trade unionism. The Chamber or Commerce is in agreement with 



A. H. S. 4. 

you that trade unionism should not be destroyed, that it has a useful field to 

!ill, that it is necessary to the prosperity of the worker, and that any effort, 

hO\vever concealed in whatever specious disguise, that attempts to destroy trade 

unionism, is against the public interest. But we are for the open shop just 

as unqualifiedly. My associates in the Ch~ber or Commerce are joined with me 

in the belief that the hope or trade unionism tor future growth and future use

fulness rests on its abandonment o! its monopolistic closed union shop policy. 

We are convinced that the failure of organized labor to make any real progress 

in recent years is due to the defection of public sympathy caused by the principle 

of the closed union shop and the evil practices resulting from it. 

I have tried in thi:1 letter not to avoid any argument you have made, 

either in your letter or your pamphlet. If I have omitted any point, it is not 

intentional. Unless you have become convinced that the closed union shop is 

right in principle, I can see no reason for yoor resignation from the Chamber of 

Commerce - nor indeed should you resi~ in any event, for the Chamber is a many 

sided organizati{)n, and disagreement with one policy, even so important a one as 

this question of labor relations, should not necessitate your resignation. 

Tom L. Johnson disagreed with the Ch:miber of Commorce on many public issues, but 

he remained a member of it as long as he lived. Will you not do me the personal 

favor of reconsidering the question in the light of this letter and then advise me 

whether or not I may hnve your permission to withdraw your resignation. 

Very truly yours• 

-.... - - - -- ' 
President 



ker, 

ril fifth, 
19 

• N :ton 
Pr id nt, 
elev 1 , 

er of Cw• OCI!lLorce, 
110. 

·y dear r. Baker, 

P lt to 
o rch trenty-ei ·l n 

y in ioh you ly to 

nk you or your letter 
comprn"'"'~" .. lve 

,J co unioation. 

ou m vor h olo 
union 1op. I f: vor t org nl tion or 

rio n 10rk ln ee1:1ectlv trnd • I 
11 e that public 11 r rved if it 

le un r necAs lty or adjuetln , it 1 to or -
l nd account, bl group■ r t 1 r than to unwi 1 
an unor -onlse mn s. I t r fore vor oon, 1-
tton i n i n uat y ioh "ill i u or5 nla tion by 
ivln pr tr o in eq,lo nt to org nla o1N,r 

miorgani d men. I al ao favor real oollectlv bar
alnlng, throu the oho n r111m•1111•"'ntat v a of t 
n, whether the• b of th partl lar lnvolv d 

or notJ not eort of coll lv bar lnln , ·1 h 
mnkee the a 1 otlon o h r prea nt tlv d p nd nt 
upon t 1 oon nt ot t plOY9r. 

Strictly elcl ""• then, I o not favor 
the oloe d unlon llhop. U..w r• lle not ~vorin 
l t• I dD not. k to deatroy l.t r lt no exists. 

tiler 1 I apply.my enlr l• t,o the organlaatlon 
ot the 90;b ot rl n :bor eh atlll ~ntn 6n-
org la • Thea s • re re 1 hlndrano te th 

lopment or a cod of group oon uot an 1poulbl
llty. hen labor le oompletely or nl , lt 11 be 
oampletely oontroll - lt not b law, t by n l• 



tlsed am directed public opinion, by oomp tent l•der
ahlp, 1-oh organisation ln time dev lope, and by the 
vaat corporate reeponelbillty of keeping n employed 

R1 cantent by keepin lnduatr. gol . 

You e that 111 on s not believe in 
e closed ahop, one IJWlt prooeed at ono o d atroy 

lt. That la a hurrie oonoluslon. I do n believ 
in t soviet 1yatem or Rua la, yet I l d do nothln 
t.o hurt lt; ror ane rea lly oan asrml•e t horrcw 
wmld t.ll.Mr the oell pee or the onet oow rl'IDMlt todn • 

t aeournnoe con you iv th or mis men, 
ao.y or lner•' Union or th. Central Canpetltlv 
Field, that upon th voluntary surr n r - or the olos d 
ah.op plank, they ould not r o ,y- oper tor , ae 
oynlonl dl•r ar of re ent s manlte t not so very 
long ago, lnto t he very oen ltlona or rt han ich 
th y, by orgenlaatlon, eoap , n un r ich t lr 
fellow- rldngmen ln th pen Shop le · d■ or at Vtr ,lni 
nr atlll nr rln T 

Th c lo ed union op ould not be deatro, 
It ehoul e unneo a ry by t organ-

latlon of ln uat on the bule or t he pre.ti rentlal ~lon 
hop idea. an real oolleotlv bar nlnln • 

Yeo y you are a rad nlonl■t. You y 
that the Chamber or C roe believe• th t the rade 
nlon •t• neoee ry tor the proaperlty or the r er ; 

"hnt any etf'ort that t t eq,te to deatroy r Unlonlam 
la n inat the publlo lntereet •. A T e nlenlat l• 
one who line in the alt.bate org laatlon of ell 
orkl en ln e ch ~rade. He rks tor that en , not, by 

reMlutlon only ( aa you y but by aotlon. t, 
aotlon hae th Chamber or C roe ta en ln reo· nt ye a 
to st,bw.~ the organlaatton ••tt.a~~ lnto 
unlona ot th workingmen et Clenl n T 
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The paq,hlet or the Committee oi· tabor Relations 
or the Qi.amber makes ntlon or 54 Op n Shops in 
Clevela • nd ot 126 on Union Shope, as •d.nat 
16 Close Un on Shope. The public kn a or the per
al.tent attaok whloh the Chamber h 1 m»ohed a lnat 
closed union ahopa, euch as tho e or h blllldl ~ 
t-radee, and or the manner in ch it utilise on 
lnduatrial oontllot, 11 e the llk Driver ' .trike, or 
the Plumber a' etrllce tor the lle tlen et publlo Nnti-

nt, fran the • uae et the etrlker • Th publlo hu yet 
to l•rn et an f'oroetul per■latent aotlcn en th 
part ot tJ1e Chamber of c.~~oe to ft ht the olo ed mm 
union ■hop, whl you any la ab8olately inst the publlo 

lntere•t• or to eetabllsh re l oolleotlve l:argdnlng, or 
to enooun.ge rade Unlonlm by w-bA .. ·"h pleyera to ln 
pret•enoe to union labor ln t ir BIHi.a■• or to o . t 
erganlaatlona llke the .Amerlosn Plan • o~i tlon• which 
la aeekt.ng to de■trey anloniam, and 1oh. 1a • therei'ore, 
agalnet p&bllo lntereat. 

y a the Chamber ■Uent. durln ~ e Ste 1 
■t.rlke in 1919T e e .en re t'lghtl r the .~.ut 
et oollNtlTe bar lnlng, a tor •ndltlona r aploy
ment,, 11hloh the repert. ot the Cemml at.cm t Inquiry et 
the Interclmrch erld a.em nt deolared the ■lne qua non 
ot deoenoy• oonclu their report th the etatement 
•t.hat aondltlona ln the at.el lnduat,ry 'gave the Jmr■ 
just oauee tw ~•ln't nd tor utlon1 

• an that •ti.•e 
anredn • grlnanoea still eztat'. They were not, a 
:,ell know, tlghtlng fOt' the oloaed ahap. Qeq,ar tlv ly 
at.rl • have been call tor that purpoae. Ber an 
epportunlty tor re 1 • rvioe tor a real Ylndloatlm 
en the part er the llb•r ot lta olal 1 te rt, lty. 
But, the Chamber, 11h l oh • Tery TOOnl ln the oa ot the 
Bulldl ■trike, and th lk Ddt a' atrlk•• n the 
Plumber■' strike, a in • ln■ tenoe oond'0'&&aJIAng the 



• 
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atrlkera their union■• • eloq1.1ently llent re. 
et, enly o.s there no aotlon- there a not nen re o

lut,lon. The enly aotlon l'lhlch. yeu dld take wu te 
advlae your mmberehlp to dlaregnrd oanpletely the 

dlnanoe paaaed by th Clty Ce.moll to regult,let.tille ~ 
empleyment er special guarda durl etrlk:ea• preride 
fi the llo sing ot smh guardaJ n 0rdinar89 loh• 
ae you know, avoided IJIIKtn bloodshed 1n eur oomnunity. 
S larly w the Chant>er allent 1n U. ••• of the· 
Coal atrlb• where the Pl8 ldeat er the Unf.t S~e 
IWIJiaelt felt oonatraln to espntaa hle dl pleAJII._ et 
Ule ftagrant Tlola ti.on et r ent, en the art ot 
Coal Operator • 

I in y lett r that "th de alre on th 
part or t Clevel m Chamber or C e to •" the 
publlo wauldJJP9•~•• be lesa ■ubj ot to queatlon it he 
Chamber had lhown a almllar alaorlty a apoetollo a 1 ln 
terretlng out and poalng the abuee 1n the oampa et 
e"'leyer•• banker■, mart,,..,....,.. .. - rka prortte n 1n eur Clty"J and reply th t I am Mt helly Ular • th 
the f'A611.-.n et the Cnu!lber ln terretl eat am end vorl 

to oorreot, a •• t the cbanoter that I mentlo • hat 
la reoord on here 1• lt to be JbundT You n•1""'""•r 
•Y •that lt la not a •·~~N argument ln■t the ftl lty ot one polloy to aoauae the Chamber er dereliotlon la 

other•". •• n9t the validity• but the alnoer ty! hen 
an erganl•tlon Nt,a eat to repre■ent the inter ate r th 
publlo at large• preoeed■ to ignore perhapa the 
mNt vital taak• arteotl the llo 1. and praalnently 
oentera lt• ene lea apon ~ahl Uni.en 8MI>•• lt deoldedly laya lteelr epen to aueplolon. 

Yeu •• me t• reoonalder Ill' real tlon. I 
ah I oould • e l:\V y olear t do ••. I •1• v • that I oanmt oonaolentlMl■ ly 1 ma aa rt te on • an 
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lsation which h.aa ade such a laber ~lloy lte • 
. "/ 

oh.let f'lmotion. I ah.all, perhap ••,...find eppor-

tunltlea £or co-operation in civlo mati:A!tre .'11th 
you d tM ot.li r ----•me or -th hsmber, • 

hr h t r nolea n other ohar...aels. 

· , i • h ~i est re rd , I b 

V . ry ino r ly ou , ,. 

o r in 





I 



• 

(eigned) 







, 

• 
( Signed) Abba !illel Silver. 
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INDEPENDENCE STONE WORKS 
H J. FAUDEL, Prop. 
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<Iltt Q11ritt1attb Qiltamlrtr nf atnmtttttt~ 
Nll!:WTON D . !!SAKER. PRESIDENT 
RICHARD F'. GRANT. llT VICE PRESIDENT 
F'. C. CHANDLER, Zl!.D VICE PRESIDENT 
GEORGE A . COUL TON, TREASURER 
MUNSON HAVENS, SECRETARY 

Dear Members 

31.~hht 1848 

April 14, 192S 

You have received durjng the past several months a 

series of mes sages from the Committee on Labor Relations deal

ing with the effect upon Cleveland or the pres ent closed union 

shop conditions in the building industry. 

We have received a large number of communications 

trom the members containing comments and suggestions. 

The Oommittee is desirous ot obtaining your opinion 

as to the value of the effort and your advice concerning con

tinuance and extension of the work. 

Please answer the several questions on the enclosed 

card, and return in the enclosed addressed envelope. 

Very trul7 yours, 

Chairman 
Comnittee on Labor Relations 



If cont·nu 

j O l 

at m ,J-
'0 

do 

ge 

0 

e 

r: ~ on o • 

t r ) 

0 • USU 

Ls 
C, e .nta • ? u c. 



Alexander C. Brown Chairman, 

Committee on Labor Relations 

The Cleveland Chamber of Commerce, 



.aOTH P'HONU 

"' f tbtratio11 ~ ◄ 1'V Of ~1,'-f>. HBDQUAATKRS, ..t',,: 
'11,... 2'90 EAST NINTH STREET .fol" 

CLEVELAND, OHIO 
~•a 

April 25', 19 2 3• 

Rabbi s.H.Silver, 

Central & E.5,th st. 

Cleveland, Chio. 

Dear Rabbi:-

The Cleveland Yederation of Labor in conjunction 

with the Trade Union Co-operative League will hold a very im

portant convention in this city at Moose Temple, 1000 Walnut 
ave., on May 5' & 6. 

Maey matters o! importance to men and women in 

their consuming capacity will be before this convention !or 

diecueeion and the o~!icers in charge respectfully invite you 

to send !raternal delegates to this convention to participate 

in the many important matters to be diecuaeed. 

Trusting your delegates will be with us in this 

work in the interest and bettennent o! all our people, we re
main, 

truly, 

di 
Cleveland Federation o! Labor. 



E:STAl!!IL.. 1 SH e: D 190B 

44 ~UBLIC SQUARE 

Rnbbi .. 1·a H. '"'ilv r , 
c/o The Temple , 

st 55th & Centra 1 li.v • , 

D SJ' abbi : 

Ap r il 26t_ , 1c23 . 

I J v r 3 d the n e 1 - pa p r a r t. · cl e i _ ~ f e to your 
r i nat :i. cn from the Chamber of Co re e and I am thorour sy pa th 
vit you · a t t t de , a d it was for thJ v ry am r onon that I 

:re 1 ed severs 1 onths a o . 

I b li ve thfJ the Cba nb r of Com erce attit de town:r s 

trade unio~ i s entire ly t oo one sided and th t the op ~n shop 

policy , as pract i sed by som of th j menb r of h C. a ber of 

omm re e s not hi nr: mor than a close non- un on sh op . 

Believing hat t h is publici y rrill open th y s of 
the pu lie , Ir m e in , 

inc r 1 
' 



P.S. 

, 

•. t 

lor th sak of 
oompleti the file f 
r. Bakr an the Americ n Plan 

A o. Io l sug~e t that y.ou •en 
copy •f this letter 

, 

the 



' ~J R EH '.l' I 'H.J HAM 

AR( 'Hl'.l'EC'l' 

213 H. J<'. KEITH H lLDJ . -

' LE ELA. I>, O. 

A ril 28 , 1 t3 

Rabbi Silver, 

. he • em 1le , 

◄ ast . ,..th Central J._ve . , 

Clove lana. , Ohio . 

,~ do·r r. Silvor ;-

As a r. om er of t he Charn )Cr o Co'i!ncrce , I w,_.,o very 

much interested in tno v iews • l , ic· you ex 1resve i t he 

8\ s ' ew ays o , a tho arc on tir ly i l O.vCOrd with 

tho views which I have on tho subjec . 

Tho commit tee o Ch bor o Commerce arc o ly bri.10--

iuo- to liC"ht on ide o the co n i tions \' h ic 11 

u . t h e -i r Cost o uildin in ~his City . I mire yo t 

nd ;7our stan in the m tter . 

, or otL e o I wt.. s much int re tcd i n n ...,c, 1rcs,_, vhich 

yo· "' vo one e ni 1 before t he Uni to.rial Church . 

time I had the le ur of meetino- yo· • 

1.t that 

ur very truly,, 
/ 



m1tc Qilcltrlau~ Qihamlter nf Qinmntttt~ 
]Fnunhh ttt 1818 

RICHARD F GRANT. PRESIDENT 

EDWARD B. GREENE ,ls-' VICE PRESIDENT 

EDWARD 5 .JORDAN, 2'!!' VICE PRESIDE HT 

GEORGE A COULTON ,TREASURER 

MUNSON HAVENS.SECRETARY 
Uo.y 2nd , 1923 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver , 

Clevelru:d. 

Dear Sir : The 0 ecretary is instructed o 

advise rou that, e.t a me e ting of t h e board 

of direc toro hel today , your resignation as 

member of this Chan er wo.s submitted and 

a.c c pted . 

Very truly yours , 

Secret,:.ry 



t_ 

LIONEL M. STERN 

PRl:.IDENT AND TREASURER 

JUL1US H . PETROSKY 

SECRETARY ANO CHIEF ENGINEER 

HERMAN O•EDELOW 

VICt. PRES. AND SHOP SUPERINTCNOENT 

111e~1--w.r. 
CONTDACTODS AND BUILDEDS 

oF 
875·885 E.67th St. STEEL.SIIEET. PLATE AND STDUCTUDAL WODK CLEVELAND, 0. 

ay 3rd, 1923. 
Reverend A.H. Silver, 
%The Temple, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

y Dear Rabbi:-

Roof TruHH 
Small Buildings 

Column and 
Beam Work 

Transmiuion 
Towers and 

Poles 

Mine and Shop 
Structural 
Equipment 
Chutes and 
Housings 

Hoppers 
Storaae Bins 

Coal and 
Ash Bunkers 

Heavy 
Shelving 

Doon 
Partitions 

Racks and 
Tables 

Structural Steel 
for 

Cranes 
Hoisting and 

Excavating 
Machinery 

Conveyor 
Grab and 

Dump Buckets 

Truck 
Dump Bodies 

Mine and 
lnduatrial Cars 

Gasoline Storage 
Tanks 

Smoke Stack. 
Flue• and 

Breeching• 

Complying with the suggestion made in the post script 
of your letter of April 28th, I am sending a copy of your 
reply tio-)The American Plan Association, to complete their 
files upon the subject as mentioned. 

I regret to note that nonmention is made by you of my 
recognition of the universal economic la of supply and demad 
in relation to the price of labor as noted in items 3, 4, 5, 
6 and 10, also that the second paragraph of your letter impli 
cates either a controvention of this law of economics or 
that my appeal in support of this law is erroneous and not 
based upon standard text book theories upon the subject. 

No mention is made by you of the recognition of my 
claims that a labor combine to force the price of ~gee up 
are unlawful and cannot be conceded by legal favoritism, 
without granting the same right to a production combine to 
force the price up of the product of that labor ae noted in 
items 1, 2, 3, and 9 of my letter. 

Both of which matters have been ignored for obvious 
reasone. 

However, in view of t he fact th t you have stated that 
you doubt, whether any n w light on be thrown on th dis
cussion at this time by correspondence and have declared 
that union labor would do rell to strengthen its organization 

e have come to the parting of the ways upon the au ject and 
I shall leave my side of the question to be taken care of by 
others with whom I am in perfect harmony. 

Regretting very sincerely that anything I may have said 
in my previous letter may have grated upon your sensibilities 
in which case I offer my humble apology, I am 

Very 
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Who Will Save Us? 
A PROMI ENT Cleveland rabbi resigns from the Chamber 

of Commerce because he resents the position of that body 
on labor subjects, and because he disapproves of the Chamber 
being active in the now alma t univer al movement to bring 
about open shop condition . everthele , the rabbi in ist 
that he is in favor of the open hop. Ile has the hard-to-under
stand slant that the Chamber of Commerce should confine it· 
efforts to such civic matters as concern all classes of Cleve
Janders alike and in the same manner, and that, on a que tion 
which divides Cleveland's population the chamber should take 
no sides. 

We think that Rabbi Silver has a mi conception of th·~ 
true purposes and functions of a civic body. At least he is 
unique in one way, that he is the first man in Cleveland of any 
l'Onsequence to criticise the chamber for over-zealou m"· . 
\Vhether rightly or wrongly, that body in the past ha drawn 
fire only in the form of complaint that it was too con ervative. 
It is a matter of interesting speculation just what Rabbi ~ilver 
expects of a civic body. Would he have it passive and silent on 
the one great question which affects industry at the pre ent 
time? Or would he have the chamber get along as he does, 
favoring the open shop as an ab tract, academic question, but 
doing nothing about it? 

* * * * * 
The open shop is nothing more than the principle of pre vent

ing any agency from closing a factory or place of employment 
against workers who belong to a labor union, or to workers who 
<lo not belong to one. Is the rabbi's idea of an open shop no 
more than a plant where union members are not barred, where 
nnion members are fully protected in their unquestioned right 
t r, employment, but where non-union men may shift for them 
selves, their rights a matter of nobody's concern? The rabbi. 
we fancy, would smile sarcastically at this imputation of defence
! sness on the part of men who have no lab r union behind 
them. Their employer, he imagine , will take good care of 
them. But how can employers safeguard the interests of non
union employes, if Rabbi Silver would deny them the privilege 
of taking any teps in that direction? If hi heart is on the side 
of the labor union, the labor union which i again t an open 
shop-he cannot, with hi tongue only be for the open hop, 
vhen by his actions he embarra e agencie JikP th(' Chamber 

of Commerce which are actively insi tent upon the open shop. 
By so doing he sanctions the right of every employe to join a 
labor union, as we all do, but he move to expo e to lab r union 
persecution all men who refu e to join. 

"I'm for the open hop," he declare , in effect: "but I'<l 
like to see you get it." 

• * • * * 
Rabbi Silver is initially wrong when he denie the Chamb r 

of Commerce the right to work actively for an open shop. If 
this is not a true civic question affecting every man, woman and 
child in Cleveland, and affecting all in the same manner, then 
sunshine is not a community matter. D ep in th Rabbi' · 
heart he is oppo ed to the chamber becau e it is for the open 
~hop, not because he regards the open hop as a question which, 
t'thically, the chamber should leave alone. We do not believe 
that Rabbi Silver ha examined him elf suffi,.iently on thi. 

point. ndoubtedly it ha not occurred to him that he merely 
talk in £av r of the open hop but act in favor of labor union 
domination. 

We wonder if the rabbi w uld have re igned from the 
chamber if it had worked actively f r the defeat of ome mea ure 
that he, al so, di liked, uch a , for example, the m vc to intn
duce r ligiou in truction in our public ch ol ? lle would 
pr >bably regard such a que tion a a civic one, and as such well 
\ ·ithin the ethical limitation of a purely civi body embracin,Y 
men in all walk of life- except walking delegate . Yet 
perfectly good men, members of the chamber, too, differed on 
thi s subject. nd we, too, would have agreed with Rabbi Silver 
if the chamber had ppo ed the injection of religion in the 
. chool , and if the rabbi had endor ed the oppo ition. We can
not get over the u pici n that Rabbi il er i guided more or 
h· by a doubt of who ox i about to be gored, in his estimate 
o{ what con titute a civic qu tion fit for the Chamber of Com
merce's con ideration. 

* * * * * 
Thi is, apparently, to accuse Rabbi Silver of insincerity, 

,L11d is a bit unfair, because, undoubtedly, he is not at all con
scious of any inconsistency in his behavior. e is, there ore, 
~incere, becau e his conduct meets his conscience. His heart, 
however, has deceived hi head. We offer him this diagnosis 
of his own case, this possible explanation of his equivocal position 
m favor of the open shop and in favor of the forces working to 
prevent it, in favor of the open hop, but opposed to the forces 
which are working to bring it about. 

Per onally we like the rabbi very much and admire him a 
g r at deal. We mention hi ca e not becau e he ha done any 
harm to the open hop movement, for he hasn't; in fact his 
e ·pre ion endor ing the open shop, however, vague and incon
~ _; tent with his action , is a valuable ne, but we bring him up 
for di cu ion becau e hi ca e is o typical of a multitude of 

id citizen who con ciou ly or otherwi e traddle this very 
gr ·at and vital que tion. His ery desire to be fair, and the 
muddle he make of interpreting that de ire, furni sh an illustra
t i n n f a t general cl udin on the whole open hop question. 

'o declare i not to bring ab ut, a we pointed out above, 
and th i large cla of good citizens i mi led into the delusion 
that, Ir ving once declared an indu try open to all classes of 
rn •n eekin~;- employment, the thing i done. They forget, or 
do not realize, that to have an open hop it i first necessary 
t open it in fact, and then it i nece ary to keep it open. To 
win a battle without injuring the enemy, on humanitarian 
principle , i commendable, but it also happens to be impossible. 
It takes ome action to do away with the closed shop in industry, 
.md ome force. Prayer alone will not avail and any advocates 
of liberty and freedom in indu try who believe oth rwi e are 
making a mi take that i fatal to the principle which they 
honestly believe .th y are favoring. 

• *' • • • Probably this minister does think that he believes in the 
open shop, a plant where there is absolute liberty and the 
preservation of liberty. Over 

I 
against that fancied belief there 

i in hi mind, as there is in the• mind of all of us, the picture of 
many centuries of struggle by the underdog. He imply con-
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AMBLER HEIGHTS 2236 HARCOURT DRIVE 
FOR SALE AT REASONABLE PRICE 

ATTRACTIVE 12 ROOM BRICK RESIDENCE ON LOT 100 X 215 
5 ROOMS ON FIRST FLOOR, 4 BEDROOMS AND 2 BATHS ON SECOND 

ALSO SERVANTS ROOMS WITH BATH OVER GARAGE. 
POSSESSION MAY 1 

TELCPHONE V C TAY LQ R •- SQ N &TH ,Loo" 
MAIN 15349 ■ ■ Q, WILLIAMSON ■LDG 

IUTAIILl■Hl:D 1172 

WADE PARK ALLOTMENT 
In the most exclusive section of this allotment 

Beautiful brick home- $65,000 
Thia property presents an unu■ual purcha■e opportunity 

Other fine homes from $25,000 to $200,000 Shown by appointment with Mr. J. A. Webb 

c~ory J. w. s. WEBB & SONS The~:cade 

turk Confidence build~ ::!i~:!: business means 
success; success requires dress; dress makes 
the impression; impression demands good 

. tailoring- think it over. 
~+----l 4900 EUCLID AVE. 2nd Floor 

la your car worth protection? If It la thl• ahould Interest you
Our atoraae la all on around 8oor. 

Rate for HOLIDAY & EVENING THEATRE STORAGE 
is only 25 cents. 

THE MEMBERS GARAGE COMPANY 
IIOI E. 13th St. nest to Hlsbee Co. 

Special rate for Holiday aad Evenins ThNtre Starace 

"Consider Your Trees" 

LET US SPRAY 
P'HONI: ua l'Olt 1'1111:K , ... ax:TION fW Tltl:D AND 8HIIU-■ 

TeE SILVA-PFEIFER. COMPANY I 
L.and■cape Architecture Practical Foreat 

201 Tenbu■cb Blda. <DJ7 Euclid Avenue, kandolph 369 ~ 

BENES Tailor 
4400 Euclid A•e., Avenue Bldla. 

Randolph W7 

Only superfine qualities of materials used. Benes clothes are 
recognized for the elegance of style and workmanship. 

CARE-FREE Joumeya to any place in the World. Any 
Tour, any •team ship line. Make your traYelins ea•y. 

ReH"atiom now bei.ns made for •um.mer trip._ For forty 
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SfHClal Cleanlnl - - Re1>0irln1 Del)I. 

CLEVELAND TOPICS 
I 

( 

£u ·e all ·truggle with struggle, which is righteous; he over
estimates and misunderstands protest. It is a human weaknes:.. . 
He is liable to regard all truggle a truggle to be free, forget
ting that there i no particular virtue in merely r versing tiling 
and exchanging one underdog for another. 

Particularly does Rabbi Silver forget the community obli
<;ation, the social duty of both parties in a conte t. It apparently 
does not enter into the rabbi 's head that it is the public which 
suffers by the efforts of labor union to bar from employment 
all save those who sign away their individual liberties to a bbor 
union. It probably never occurs to Rabbi ilver and hi kind, 
well-meaning though they are, that it is their beloved labor 
unions which are trying to close the shops, and that it i l1i s 
outrageous Chamber of Commerce that is trying, again t th , 
mistaken efforts of men like himself, to keep them free and open. 

Rabbi Silver probably does not believe this and it is hi <; 
:nisfortune that he does not. He narrowly considers that th 
unions represent "the workers" (maybe they were once) , that 
the "workers are the real producers" and that capitnl exi . ts 
only for the purpose of wronging labor. His stand on the 
chamber's open shop policy denotes this absolutely, deny i: 
though he may, even to himself. 

We wonder if the church over which he presides could b , 
depended upon to fight the battle for free employment and the 
open shop, after, in his zeal for the open shop, he has put the 
Chamber of Commerce out of the combat? Who, Rabbi Silver, 
will open employment in this country, after you and the labor 
unions have closed it to every man and woman except those 
•s ho pay tribute of money, liberty and competence to the unions ? 
"\Vho better represents thi community, the labor unions or the 
Chamber of Commerce, the unions standing tor re tricted 
personal liberty, insulated responsibility to the community, the 
goug-ing of the public by prices made high through trangted 
production and excessive wages blackmailed from the ever
paying public through trike , r the chamber, representing 
mee responsible to the public, supporting the public, doing the 
public's busines and bearing the burden of the community? 

Silver' stand is that the labor union may strike at random, 
org3i

1
nize to the teeth, bar from employment all men who refuse 

to pay tribute to them, and that the public may do nothing to 
ptevent all this. He take thi stand when he denies to tht' 
q.hamber of Commerce the right to oppose the clo ed shop. 
Had the chamber endor ed the closed shop, we wonder if th,~ 
tninister' indignation would have been so kindled. 

* * * * * 
Rabbi ilver complains with unfeigned horror that the 

chamber is friendly to the American plan of employment. 
merican plan of employment is simply the American con

stitution's way of directing the relations between employer and 
employe. What is o wrong with the American wa v of doing
thing , the free and equal way of doing business between man 
and man that Rabbi ilver should fly into such a rage vcr 
it ? The American plan is the open shop plan, pure and simple. 
nothing more and nothing less. Silver says he is for the open 
~hop, yet shudders when he suspect the Chamber of Commerce 
of favoring the American plan, which is the hone tly open shop. 
Any contention otherwise is untrue. 

If Rabbi Silver suspects the American Plan Association of 
Cleveland of only pretended devotion to the open shop, and of 
being in fact at work for a hop closed to union members, he 
~ hould state his objection in these terms. As a matter of fact , 
the American Plan Association is, like the Chamber of Com
merce, working only for the genuinely open and free shop. The 
Association is an organization for that single purpose, it i 
true, and is commendably aggressive in trying to bring about 
that which Rabbi Silver only "favors". Heaven help a countr'y 
made free from the closed shop of labor unioni m through the 
standards and efforts of men like Silver. Silver fight for 
American conditions in American industries by sticking a 
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knife in the agencies that are doing the real work of fightinrr to 
regain them. 

Terribly evil, says the rabbi, of the American Plan Asso
ciation, that this organization should stand for absolutely free 
and genuinely clean Americanism in industry. The American 
J 'Ian A ociation asks nothing in behalf of its members (all 
(If whom are employers) beyond that which is guar:rnteecl by 
the con titution of the nited tates. 

A fig from such notions, says Rabbi ilver, in effect. Such, 
in unmistakable terms, is the meaning of his stand against the 
American plan. He probably has the honest, if mi taken notion 
that the American plan is American only in preten e, that it in 
reality is a movement by employers for hop clo ·ed against 
labor union members, a charge usually made by unions. This 
is a mistaken idea, but even if it were true, and if it were true 
it would be un- merican, we admit, wherein does Rabbi Silver 
find his justification for protest against closing shops to union 
member while he remains idle and silent in his attitude toward 
labor unions which try to and do clo e hops the other way 
r und? He knows that labor unions are un-American and that 
they u e violence of any sort to enforce a closed shop. Will he 
belabor them, or is he only offended when he suspect , mis
takenly, that the merican Plan Association is working for a 
clo ed hop, albeit of the oppo ite sort? 

Again, if it be wrong for a hamber of Comm rce to stand 
for American conditions in industry, because this is not a civic 
matter and is not within the proper functions of a Chamber of 
Commerce, where does Rabbi . ilver, pa tor of The Temple, 
find hi warrant for his own intru ion? We que tion his con
sistency, not his clear right to take part in the open shop con
troversy. 

* * * * * 

Again we offer a diagno ·is of his condition for his own 
benefit: we uspect that the rabbi, as bright and able intellectu
ally as he certainly is, does not know enough about labor 
unions through personal contact and experience with them, 
to have a very strong grasp of just what the struggle 
for an open shop really is. If he did, he would know that the 
open shop is not to be gained by "favoring" it, and letting 
it go at that. 

Then, Rabbi Silver might argue, it is our belief that force 
and violence are justified as mea ures necessary to bring about 
true open hop, merican hop conditions in merica. uch 
an argument would be as bia ed as his conception of the 
American Plan ssociation. It i only hi dear labor unions 
that slug and burn and maim and blind other men and that 
make an open, avowed go pel of violence to gain their un
American, illegal ends. nly, and Rabbi Silver may write this 
d wn in his book, if a labor union u e violence r intimida
tion and that violence can only be checked and met by similar 
mea ure , then we are for tho e imilar measure . 

To figure otherwise would be to grant only an a sailant 
the right to shoot and to deny the person as ailed the right 
to defend himself. Or is it proper for unions to attack and 
wrong for the man they slug to defend himself? This is 
Rabbi Silver's position when he would disarm the Chamber 
of Commerce and the American Plan Association, whose only 
offen e is trying to protect the public from the closed shop 
tyranny of labor union , and this by clean and legitimate 
methods. 

We are sorry Rabbi Silver started this argument, but we 
think just this well of the earnest and truth-seeking young 
clergyman, that when he is ten years older a great many 
ambiguities which now obscure his views of this important 
public question will have been cleared up. Among other things 
he will know is this, that the American Plan is genuinely 

merican, and will prevail ultimately. 
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H con t tion on 

., n r u.l 0 - i tca.K i ve to ur 

r h in he C of C T ro r 

f w n in t i t w. 0 h :ve our cou e nd 

:v sion. 

.. b st r g rda o you an your r f a. 

Cord i all your , 
I, 

bbi A.H. Si l v r. 
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JOURNEYMEN 

PLUMBERS 

j LOCAL UNION N!55 I 
FRANK J. MATHIS 

SECRETARY 

' v bba } etil ver, 
76Cv Jii,.clid v .. 

Cit~ I 

Dear f'ir: 

I ee n r c· 

e as w rkers r al:r 

r,a ...... t r. 

it 

OFFICE 

514 SUPERIOR BLDG. 

)CLEVELAND.OHIO. j 

JOHN McCRIDDEN 
BUSINESS AGENT 

CLEVELAND, OHIO, June 5t'l 192_ 

n urnbP":" 0 T'"n • n T C 1 • 

t cor!'11: ~n,.:, . -cu, n t rit 

at, C n P .. c 

'"' be to re 1' in ,r _ urC! 
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PAUL L.FE15 

LLC E. /. ND 0 

June 2 0, 19 23 

I.:y dear Rabbi: 

I presumed you \II ould r i sh to have me 
advise you that the officers of the 
Chamber of Commerce have not the 
same impression that you have about 
giving publicity to the correspondence 
resulting from your resign tion, and 
believ,e that your giving this publicity 
was not justifie,d, not having given 
them the opportunity to discuss the 
advisability of doing it. 

The i~pression I obtaine a from your 
talk at the Towh Club was that you 
believed they __ acquiescea to this pub 
licity. I~ . avens advises me ht 
both :Ir. Bak Pr Q..na himAelf were nti rely 
unaware of y ur intention to give the 
correspondence to the nPVi:spa.perc:,. 

Rabbi "ilver, 
c/o The emple, 
5~th & Central. 
leveland.. Ohio 
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J.B. tui"r, . 

Clnelaa4, 0. 

Dear llabb1: 

Clevtancl, Cillo. 

Jlme 35th, 1923. 

Def erring jo ov oonvenatlon of last !hunclay. 

I have t lke4 wlth r. Oook and he nate• that 

r. Baker waa oon•ulted before o.y of hie corte■pondenc• 

-· "''11ahe4. 

r. ~k•r•• only reltrlotion waa ihat the laat letter~ 

which waa written after hla tena aa reeW•t, lhoulcl be 

wltbelcl. 

I believe thi• will clear 11.p aar uoenalnty whioh 

you aay have. 

Re1peot fully, 

(SSgneclt V. r. Ranne, 
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r. Pav.l 1e111, 
Jo1eph l'ela1 Co.• 
Clwelaa4 • ell lo. 

Pallow 11J the inf nntion 
ooatainet ., la.t lett r~ I beg to lo•$ 

lett r whlah l reoel• th oralng fr 
. r. ~ ., the ci .. , l Pre • Th• 

letter le of coune ••17 ol• r <lef1n1te. 
ter•• at 1.tt r to wh th the wttter 14 

••• t• tnowlNg• not bl 1 !114. 

I 1'0Ul tile for~ 11 • t Y 

find o t for wh•" • . ~•n t th ta fo 
t t r. k r not c • lted bo rt the 
ot the oorrNpon4eoce; whsther lt 
ha4 tol4 h t t or bether r. ven w • 4 
11 n h1a lnatlon. I er th 1 lan th t 

r. ••• h • gl•• wnng info tion to the 
nloef th ,. ___ Mr. I fNl t1a t th• rd o 14 be 

tnfonaed of the fao cl I,,. l ppreot.at • r, ah 1f 
you l br thi fact to the att•t lon of the boar • 
If yo haYe a., heslt r:, 1n the tt r pl e let ~ 

GOW d I 11 fftf 1 f 001111Ut11le t lrNtly th the 
preaident. 

V r, 1nce ly yo r • 



P U. . f I 

June 28, 19 3 

y d ar ... -.abbi: 

It seems t ') me th t he matter r f PrrPd to 
n our correspandeo CA h • d h etter be 

t Pn up directly b et\.,ePn you qnd the 
vham r. 

a~ ure th t r. navens' iT ion 
i s , no do u"" t , h ~ ed upon • o n _ i rr o rma-
t ion. hy not write to him irect, 
advising hi~ f my havin~ s oken t 
you and iving h"m the same informa~ ion 
you ·h ave ~iven mP? 

Abba Eillen ° ilv .r. Hab i, 
hP T m l , 

E. 5 th St. Central, 
Ci:3veland, Oh· o 
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July lat, 1923 

Kr. llUneon Bavena, 
The CleTeland Chamber ot Commeroe, 
City. 

Dear Mr .l:l&Ten•, 

I h ve your letter ot July 9th and h -. read the three 
letter■ and the oarbon oopy ot a letter 'lhich you therein enoloaed. 
I return them tor your ti le a herewith. 

Fortunately, m:, recollection or what took plaoe with re
gard to the publioation or thia Silver-Baker correapondenoe ia oon
firmed by r.Brainerd, who ■at within h•rlng ot my end or the -
1:elephone oonver■ation and 1'b.o i ■ ■ltting by me now aa I diotate 
thia to wrlty the aooun.oy ot our joint memory of it. I wa■ oalled 
on the telephone by ,a Toloe whloh aal•. to me that the speaker waa a 
pr••• repori,er; that Rabbl SllTer had given him the Silver-Baker oor
re■pondenoe 111th referenoe to the Rabbl1a realgnatlon tram the 
Chamber of Commeroe and he dealred to know of e 11heth.er he had 'lf13 
permlaaion to publlah lt.. I ezpre■aed t him great ■urpriae that he 
had the oornapon4enae and told him that • tar u rq letters •re 
oonoerned, ■o• or them had been written while I waa Pre1ident ot 
the Chamber ot CmNrceJ they were, therefor•• ottioial nd the anly 
per■on who oould give authority tor their publl•tlon •• Mr.Grant, 
the Pre■ldent of tile Oh.amber; that I had no right to glTe any moh 
authorityJ that ... or the letter■ wre written by me peraonally 
after I •••••d to be Prealdent ot the Chamber or CommroeJ that over 

• that I had tlall oontrol and th t I refu■e to authorise lt■ publioa
tlon. I do not reoall that I was told that Rabbi Sllwr had lm
poaed ~ oonaent aa a omdition preoedent to the uae or the letter• 
but I wa■ told th.at he had given them to the reporter who had them 
in hi■ po■ae11ion at that time. I oertainly did not intend by 
anything I aaid to gh'e the slighte■t authority tor the publioation 
ot the letter• ani as I remember 'Ill'/ language, I did not give any 
auoh authority. teellng at the time I wae called on thia 
•ubjeot was one of irritation am I feel aure I oonTeyed aamethi 
ot that fNllng to the reporter by the ourt and poaitiv way 1n 
which I apok to him on the whole aubjeot. 

A• you know, I have never had arv oonver■ation or 
oorreapondenc with Rabbi S 11 ver on thi 1 "tt>j eot 10 that any im
pre■ll on he ot that I had conaented to the publioation or the 
letter■, he ot rr other■• The poa1lblllty of a ml1under■tandlng 



(2) 
on the nbjeot would have been avoided lt the Rabbl had oalled 
me an the t lephone and aaked me wtwther or not, I had any feel
ing on the aubjeot. Had h8 done eo, I uld have told him that 
I prefer~d not to have the oorreapondence publiahed beeauae 
I regarded lt aa lnoanplet anl alao beoauee having left the 

Prealdeno• or the Chamber. I would not have telt tree to 
authorise the publloation. 

It I have not adequately covered the aituation 
ln th11 note• I will b very glad either to write further 
or to ae you and t 1k the matt er over with you and r.Brainerd. 
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~ Oiklttlaub ®tatnlttr nf Qtnmurent 
RICHARD F . GRANT. PRESIDENT 
EDWARD B. GREENE, 1•! VICE PRESIDENT 
EDWARD S.JORDAN ,2•_0 VICE PRESIDENT 
GEORGE A COULTON ,TREASURER 
MUNSON HAVENS.SECRETARY 

lf nun~h in 1618 

Clcvcl 1 c • 

•'Z . ..... v 

~U s·r i I ' in rec ci1-.., of yo r le t,to of July Eth cnclo::;inr. ..... 
,. 

Feis::; 1 ott(..r of June 2otl~ nd ~ . ' rr:- h . • ey s , . 

C.. ~Sv cc of thi ... correspondence is tL.t on en t • t.) ved to u C 0 

::; co .., rt 

to the 1blicution of you_· co rcspon nee :i t 1 h • 1, 'ln a1 noYr 

usr.ured 1 • :r . a..., e-·/ o t .ct no :spa e • ho • Lr . Ju..~c r's consent ;: a 

obtu· reporter. I send you tli 

i'or n lly ftcr I haY0 

or -L'.·.o . 

co.·r c" i 
I 11 

Presid~nt of the :r . Fci ~, : nu 

.... t the co1·respon c ice ~N .... ::; ,.._:_ ..... , 1. to tho 1-'rens for , ~ . . 
U J CO.'t. : 

.. 

..... 1· • consent . If h ve been in orror , I . ·1.ke l• 10 

f 1lles ➔., corr .ction ,o, could pos ::;i 1, dosi ·c. 

Vor t. 11·, ct , , 



• 

• 

July Tenth, 
1923 

·r. !lunaon ':rl m:. 
s er ary. sr or Camr;cAroe., 

1 VO l! !l(1 • • / 

y d r .r. . :ve 1 , 

P rmit m to ackno d · r oei t f: your 
lett r o~ July ninth. I am 1 a d . t h t in
fonnntlon oontai e in rour le t t r • tl t 1 f you 
tS.nd that you hnve b n ln error• you • 111 e 
tlo fulleat oorr otion. 

J. 1ere i ono 1entonc • -1-unM'\'.11er • ln yo.tll' 
lettor h if' anblguoua. You ~·• "t.he eeaenoo 
ot this oorreapondenoe io t,l\nt you ent1"'uat to a 
reporter f or t h.a Clevel·· nd Preas the mleolo or 
oecurl • • oke ' aent to the publion ion of 
yo· oorresp d o i him • Thie ~ h.o.ve 
f.mpll•ti on hie . Cllld not be t ue to t f ct 

th oaee. I orrt,ru too no sue • mission to nn,J 
reporter. Upon bein • ookod for tJ1e corros0<mdenoo, 
I ld that whll I bad no objection to ln it 
publ • sl'1"d • the ooneent of ·r . ker . ~ld tlrat hav 
to room- by the ne spa.per which d lr to 
publish lt. Thla , you m.11 reo.1110• a differ nt 
atory nlto ether. 

1 kindest re r do, I am 

Very alno rely oure , 



) 

Mr. Munson Havens, 
The Cleveland Chamber of Connnerce 
City. 

Dear Mr. Havens: 

July lo, 1923 

I have your letter of July 9 and have read the three 
letters and the carbon copy of a letter which you therein enclosed. I 
return t~em for your files herevnth. 

Fortunately, my recollection of what took place with 
regard to the publication of this Silver-B~- ~ ~o r? spondence is coni'inned 
by Mr. Brainard, who sat within hearing of my end of the telephone con
versation and who is sitting by me now as I dictate this to verify the 
accuracy of our joint memory of it. I was called on the telephone by a 
voice which said to me t hat the speaker was a press reporter; that Rabbi 
Silver had iven him t he Silver-Baker correspondence with r eference to the 
Rabbi 1 s r esignation from the Chrunber of Cornn.erce and he desi r ed to know of 
me whether he had my p8rm.ission to publish i t . I expressed to him great 
surprise that he had the correspondene-e and told hi1r that so far as my 
l •etters were concerned, some of them had been written vrhile I was President 
or the Chamber of Corranerco, they were , t herefore, official and that the 
only person '\,ho could give authority for t l.E-i r publication was Mr. Grant, 
t he President of the Chamber; that I had no right t o 0 ive any such 
authority; that one of tho letters was written by me personally after I 
ceased to be President of the Chamber of Commerce, that over t hat I had 
full control and t ~at I refused to authorize its publication. I do not 
recall that I vraa t old t hat Rabbi Silver had imposed rrry consent as a con
dition precedent to the use of t he letters but I vras told that he had ~iven 
them to the reporter vrho had them in his possession at that time. I 
certainly did not intend by anything I said to give the slightest authority 
for t he publication of the letters and as I reme~ber my language, I did not 
give any such authority. My feeling at the time I was called on this 
subject was one of irritation and I feel sure I conveyed something of that 
feeling to the reporter by the curt and po3itive way in which I spoke to 
him on the whole subject. 

As you know, I have never had any conversation or 
correspondence with Rabbi Silver on this subject so that any impression he 
got that I had consented to the publication of the l etters, he got from 
others. The possibility of a misunderstanding on the subject would have been 
avoided if the Rabbi had called me on the telephone and asked me whether or not 
I had any feeling on the subject. Had he done so, I would have t old him 
that I preferred not to have the correspondence published because I regarded 
it as incomplete and also because having left the Presidency of the Chamber, 
I would not have felt free to authorize the publication. 
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If I have not adequately covered the situation in this 
note, I vrill be very glad either to write further or to see you and 
talk the matter over with you and ' r. Brainard. 

Cordially yours, 

(signed) Nevrton D. Baker 

Copy of letter from 
Mr. Baker to ,ir . Havens. 



<!lltt Qllclttlattb ®tamlter nf <!Inttmtctt.e 

RI C HARD F. GRANT, PRESIDENT 
EDWARD B. GREENE ,1•! VICE PRES'DENT 
EDWARD S.JORDAN ,2•_0 VIC PRESIDENT 
GEORGE A COULTON ,TREASUREq 
MUNSON HAVENS,SECRETAqv 

Jf nunhth ht 1S4 8 

Rabbi lb "' .::t Hillel s::.lvcr , 

Clevel <.!.1 • 

Det..r ~ir: 

l..r . :: 1: 61~ . •. Bc.ku·' c ~ta.temont s, I o o not 

feel that I c· n \ ,it} •'ray th ztaL,o, .. Gn !.'\. e ... o .. r . Feiss , d 

o L e rs, h~.t Lr . B ...... J:er und 1 , a L.l... ·, • entire 1: um ... ·.are o i ou • 

I sl.:::.11 , 

however, say t o :r . Fei ss, d to o"'vh rs , -c,ha t I --.v i.;; your 

ssura11ce that you [;UVe he co :creG ondence to t ress v1ith tho 

'l U lifyint1; i s1..ruc ion that th news· a ei \'/US 1,0 secure l~Jr, B.:..ker's 

consent before publis ing i t . Before doin 6 tl i a, I will 

you \: · 11 in:01·1:1 me .,. .c"L .... cr ~ c.. • ,. o ul ret,o 'd t .i 

as a s[ti < ... t.c1..or ::..djustr.cut o" tu natter· inoo!'~ l' t,. c i.., c 1cGrn :.; 

OU c. C1 .• • Insof· r au -tl e 111..1,,tcr c ncern .., rcuroelf :: 1, Lr . Ba. 

c.:.l u uour~el • r...nd i;' Cl1.;vclunti • l'cLJS , o cour s no ..1 n;o •'-•l 

Vo y tn1ly yoL ,,. , 



r. B •• Cook, 
Clt.7 itor, 
01" land Pr • 
C l t Y• 

oa 4'111lL• 11th I noel a letter f 
• • P. bnney •~ ,oar Gltfto•• aaa ring ---- t • 

I ,-t t,o b.111 nJat.lft to the llllatlon t or.-..,.._ 
--• wt.th • lwl& D. lultr• • t. t nalg.. 
•tlMI tr t.he .QIIIIIIMII' or ter • 
DalWY wlt.e■ tbat, 11.e • 
11&1.d te Ida U.t. a_, et Ulla 

r' ■ _,_ ,._ eornap;01M1moe ll • • 
nrlet.lan wu that. thlli l•t. latt r 
bh t,_.. a■ Prutdent apl d lhoald 

hi• afWtft.llMP I ........ lft 

Nrebry et the Cl....i nd Ubl■'blr 
a 1 tier tr r. ..ton D. Balter 
llilrewl.th. 

had written after 
tJlheld. 

Tbia 1 tar glY • a t.ol,ally tter nt, 
• .Baar •-'- .. • I e.-tas.nly d d not Int.ad ~ uarua:urc 
I •aid t.o glT UM ■lightea\ a11t111Grlt;r fw ---·-l•tlan t 
the lat.en •d .. I .... -Mr .. IUOa&e I id ... , ... Ul7 
........ aatborlt,7 • !hJa ol-.rl.J DNU --•---laatlclll. 
Apia llr. lalr aaya -•1 waa •11.ecl t. el-om .. a 
Y 111d. •dd \o Uaat, the .-1111mr .. a nae report.er; 
Ula\ Rabbi ll•• bacl gt n Ida Uwr lntw • •c11Gt111,o 
'ldt.h ftfer •• to the ---.rvl'• N11&1~•&11•,... t.hl u...-...- •t 
c..aeroe and 118 d•lred te Jmow of .U..- ha bad per-
ld.Nl t.o publl■b. it,•. !hSa la a aCIIIIDaUIIC laf'ona t.tm. r 
,_, .... ...,~r ... nn I: n tM oorn■IIOIMlellloe U -.-.. er 

after yov etno lnfl~an tllat 



. . . . z 

• l&1 r. 

tly t; re la 
appreola\e lt TffJ _... ... 

a at et 
laort.lllllt. that thle be d • 

• I to re in 



• eon A. v••• 
Seor.t,ary• Cha r ot Cea , ◄roe. 
Cle land• Oh o. 

dear r. BaT •• 

I nclodng ewit.h oapy or a letter whloh 
I have t t to .Cook•· City Bdltor ot • c1 .... 
lan Presa. Upon reo.ipt ot bia r p:ly• I 11 anaer 
ywr letter at J~ ein.nth ln gnat.er 4-atl. 

eBaJar' ■ latter. a oapJ' 0 JOU N I 

•t&bll an An - ba .. ....lied &IIVllln• .. oorna-
,on4enoe prior to lta pul1ii-tian bl• ,-1.S.aelcn •• 
nq•n.ecl• ••BIJIII r lllt.alfte ~. t retued tm r-,ort,er 
pend.tlalaa to print, tm ta.Nap . •• !ha Cltnlmd Pre•• 

tntatn■ that. .Baar gnnt.ed the p rm■ ion. .Babr, 
hoscv•r• ..-- not 4 that a report.er ot 1'he Prw•• did 
aallclt hla ,-al■ don t,o prlnt the oarn11pcndmoe. 

Ille at.atement1 tureton, teh ,oa _.. to 
• •ls ■ an the Dinotor• ot the <lwrn'.ber• that. tha oor

rNpeDAena• l to n.. Pl'- ft» publl.oatJ.ca wltboa& 
11r.1&1mr'• ooment., and that .Babr wu eii£1reiy anaave 
ot aw lntentlaa to glw the OOl'N-11>10D1Mnoe to the •••paper, 
la lnaocurate. 

AaanaUlil that tu O.-..llpGNtnN 

to !he Prwa■ tor pllbllMtlan wl \ rJYII"' ~, o OODalll.~Lng 

.B&Jar1 what OOllld haw pr t.e4 the........., ... t, aollelt 

.Baar e p.rmla■ton. .Baar'• pe;ral1don wa nqu•t.ed 
by the Pr••• tor ane ot t al le ftUOMI lt.lwr I had 
•d• that a aondl tlon pn ... mt te t lleatlan ot the 
M11r111 en • or the ~•• did net. wt.ah to••• thl 
naponal.bllity tor the p11bll•t.l wit t .Baku'• annata 
lutlen. U th• Jb ...... la t.na. •••••11111111111D..r 



• . . 2 

tt the lat.ter 1• tru•• lt • ••• harily 11 1y that 
The Pru•• baTl be ntlla d ti. permla•lon whloh 
lt, hacl •11o1t•d• lh.cnald haft prNee4ed to pullab. 
t!w oor apandenoe .~mm•. I • 1n turther an-
llghwnment up thu tt r. 

for year 9Dlftt.. p.rmlt u to tat• oat• orleall). 
that ! Pr a did t :v the oorr on noa .Bale r 
wu oon111lted.. It ha 1.r or t rt. r Th G 
torm d that . ,,.lT £ull o on nt. t 

tt ~ Pr I'! d0~m a r• rt.er to • t t 
tb.e oerre ond-....... _.. 

Very • 



THE CLEVELAND PRESS 
EDITOR'S OFFICE 

Rabbi Abba -Silver, 
The Temple, 
E. 55th-st a.nd Centr~l-av. 

Dear Sir: 

July 23, 1923. 

Concerning the situation which has arisen over publication of the correspondence between you and Mr. Newton D. Baker, I would like to make thes6 two points clear -

FIRST, that we did not have the correspondence in our possession at the time our reporter talked to Mr. Baker about releasing it. You may recall that you had informed us you would not make it pub-lic without Kr. Baker's consent. 

SECOND, that when we later called you, informing you that Mr. BAker had indicated he was not opposed to our piblishing the letter■, excepting the one written after he turned the office of President of the Chamber of Connnerce over to Richard F. Grant, ,e sincerely believed that this was true. Our reporter interpreted his remark• to mean that he was concerned only in the non-publication of the last letter. This letter we took pains not to publish, in keeping with his express~d wish. 

Sincerely .n~urr, m~ B.~ 
City Edi tor. 



THE GLEN SPRINGS 
WATKINS, N. Y. 

• eon B. Haven, Seo1y., 

CleTeland Cl:B iber of commero , 

Cleveland, Ohio. 

y dear r. ven: 

July 26, 1923. 

I have jus1 reoeivea 1he 1noloea4 fl'Om r. Cook, 

11or of the Cleveland ress, ha.a bean on hia 

vaoation. Thia letter --- I be-
lieve, ill full. 

I ould appreo1ate oh 1f ;vou oul.4 read 

to 1h Board of the th lnolosed let1 

Chamber, and 'Iha 

prev1oualy oonveye 

orm 'lhoae to whom you 

"'-C.!.: ...... -oruat1on, that I 414 not 

give the oorreapondance to the nawapapera without first 
m.vine been aaured that r. er oonsen'led to I 

11 publ1oat1on. 

I am sen 1 a oopy of • Coo 'a l tter to r. Bale r. 
1th kindest r arda, I am 

dinoeroly yours, 



THE GLEN SPRINGS 

WATKINS. N . Y . 

ton 

11' t t1onal 

0114 V • 
'Y land, U 10. 

r • r: 
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I ihat no 

'I r r 

• 
touo 
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UD4 r too4 or 

nt to 1, 

on r 

y p on , 1 
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1 ur 1n 

t 1'1 di not ooo 

1DT01V 

t :I 1l 

of 1 1011, .. 
1., er hl h 

1,. 1n 

h Cl 
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lnela 

h l r 

• I r 

1 ot 1 u 

nt w • 
1 4 in1 • o ohi 

to " r 

r l, I lo r ill 

r 1aa I' l ua, 
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filttt Qilcltclattb QIJ1~1nhtr nf Qinm1tttn£ 

RICHARD F.GRANT. PRESIDENT 
EDWARD B. GREENE,1 1!.' VICE PRESIDENT 
EDWARD S.JOROAN,2 •_0 VICE PRESIDENT 
GEORGE A .COULTON,TREASURER 
MUNSON HAVENS.SECRETARY 

Jf.~h itt 184 8 

Rabbi Abre Hillel Silver, 

The Glen Springs, 

Watkins Glen, New York. 

July 3o, 1923 

Dee.r Sir: I am in receipt of your letter of the 26th inst., 

toge-tiher vri th a copy of a letter to you from the city editor 

o! the Cleveland Press, dated July 23rd. In accordanco ~ith 

your ish I will inform the directors and othero • there were 

v cy few - to whom I talked ith regard to the incident of the 

Baker-Sil er corresponden e, that you did not give the corres

po1:dcnce to the Cleveland Presc v;i thout first having been 

aaoured by the Cleveland Press that vir. Baker had consented to 

i to ublic tio n. 

Very truly yours, 

Secretary 



............. 
, .... 

_, . --•r u ..-it wi ....,. 

le • --- ......... • J--.-IIIIIIL..i • .......... -. it ....... 

e1Nrt ---••wtu1i.w1au 

Pn•• fer eftdt. ....,... ., oft 

I - fflUII ~--.J;_••;._;;,:;~F

.., .._ _ ... ·••t ... • 
I ... 

..., 
lluneon Havene (Signed) 



mitt QTlrltelaub Qtltamlttr nf Qtnutwrr£ 
Jf.nuuhh tu 1848 

RICHARD F . GRANT, PRESIDENT 
EDWARD B . GREENE ,1'!! VICE PRESIDENT 
EDWARD 5 .JOROAN, 2 "-? VICE PRESIDENT 
GEORGE A .CCU LTON, TREASURER 
MUNSON HAVENS.SECRETARY 

Rabbi A.H. Silver, 

Cleveland. 

October 2o, 1923 

DeB.r Sir: Mr. Newton D. Baker has been asked to serve as 

chairman of a committee on arrangements for the Lloyd-George 

luncheon Tuesday. Mr. Baker was requested to suggest his 

own personnel £or the committee. He has suggested your name, 

among others. I therefore have the pleasure of tendering you 

appointment on this committee, and of sending you herewith a 

ticket to the luncheon. 

I am told there is very little for the committee to 

do, as the arrangements have largely been suggested by those in 

cha.rge of Mr. Lloyd-George's visit to Cleveland. 

Very truly yours, 

0 [} ()J,A u1· 
President 



, 



<lr4t Qlltutlatth Ctr4amhtr nf C!tnmmtrrt 
3Jf nmwrb tu 184B 

RICHl'RO ~. GRANT, PRHIPEH1 

E0Wl'R0 8. OREl!NI:, ,ST VICE P0£110CNT 

EDWARD S. JORDAN, INO VtCE flfll!ltDINT 

GEORQE 1'. COULTON, TREAIUOfM 

MUNSON HAVENS, HCOETARY 

March 31, 1924 
C . R. JOHNSON, 

1..IIOR COlilllltll18910N£R 

Rev. Abba H. Silver, 

The Temble, 

Cleveland. 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

The County Commissioners have asked the Chamber of 

Commerce to organize a Citizens Committee to conduct a campaign of 

public education in order that a favorable vote may be secured on 

the proposed city-county building on the Mall. 

To this end we request you to be present at a meeting 

Friday, April 4th, at 4 P. M .• in the Chamber of Commerce library, 

for the purpose of forming a citizens committee to promote the 

passage of bond issues for the purchase of a site tor a city-county 

building upon the Uall and for the erection of a suitable building 

thereon. 

By Order of the Board of Directora. 

Lf 
-I' (./ t 

I President 

Secretar7 



~ht <filrlt~liJtnb <€hittttlt~r nf atnttttttttt£ 
Jfnunbth -in 184 8 

EDWARD B.GREENE . PRESIDENT 
D . c. WI LLS.1•-7 VI C E PRESIDENT 

8 . 0 . QUARRIE . 2"" VICE PRESIDENT 
0 . 0 . KIMMEL . TREASURER 
MUNSON HAVENS. SECRETARY 

Rabbi A. H. Silver , 

Cleve l !1.ni . 

My dear Rabbi Silver: 

April 29 , 1924 

On .1ay 6th Clevele1.nd is to be honor ed 

by a visit from Buron de C rtier, the Belgian Antbt.:.ssador to the 

United Sto.tes . 

This gentle1 an is cor:rl.nf; to Cleveland in the inter

est of the famous Louvain Library- tmd durinr:; his stay the Cham

ber of Commerce wishe s to tender a lunc huon in his honor ar,cl 

i n recognit i on or the rrorJ-: 'trhich he is doing . 

You arc therefor-3 cordi lly invited to neet vri th 

our clistinguished visitor t luncheon at 12:30 o ' e lock, in 

t~1e Cha ·1bAr o_ Com.merc0 l ibrary , on '.(uesday , : •'- ;r ot:1 . 

I hope you ·will be able to attend , nd ,1ill so 

dvis.J r e . 

•;incerely yours, 

G \3 
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