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Dear Friend: 

T C' KER P. SlllITJl 

E, RAYMOND Wo,SON 
Sewetariea 

September 22, 1930 

A great crowd of boys and girls raised a rousing 
cheer-they whistled, clapped and stamped. Hearts beat 
faster under the sway of satisfying mob-enthusiasm. It was 
the annual field day and sham battle of the military unit in 
one of our great universities; these children, as guests of 
the institution, were delighted spectators. 

The band with its ever gay drum major, the staff 
of pretty girl officers resplendent in uniforms and shining 
swords, the parade of long rhythmic lines of marching men, the 
cavalry, the artillery and machine guns, smoke screens, camera 
men-all competed for youthful admiration. When the visiting 
general and the chancellor finished awarding prizes to 
cadets for "service to country•, the small boys swarmed over 
the field to gather empty cartridges fired in the battle. 

Militarism in Education goes on, accumulating 
power and tradition, aided by War Department money and 
resources, prettified by propaganda, glorified by every 
device of military romance, in, literally, hundreds of 
American colleges, universities, and high schools, building 
that blind, unreasoning, emotional response to military 
symbols which has so often swayed and deceived men in a crisis. 
Against this glorification of the military method and machine, 
the peace movement has accomplished little as yet. 

The spearhead of the struggle against militarism 
in schools and colleges has been this Committee. It has waged 
peace with intelligence and courage, showing not only the zeal 
of the peace advocate but the sound methods of the social 
scientist. Specializing on this one issue, it occupies a 
unique place in current peace endeavors, duplicating no 
other agency. 

The Committee needs your help--your moral and 
financial support. Contributions run from one dollar to 
several thousands. Every dollar counts. Your interest and 
support has made this work possible, and if you have not sent in 
your maximum contribution fort.he year, will you do so now? 

A 
Zona Gale 

Sincerely yours, 

' 
iolc 

~i:)t:f:=~, 
Rabbi Stephen S. Wl1• 



MILITARY TRAINING IN THE SCHOOLS 
• 
IS 

Building the Emotions That Help Keep War Alive ! 

INITIATING YOUTH INTO THE FRATERNITY OF THE MILITARY-MINDED. 

THE APPEAL 

Pretty Girl Officers 

Snappy Uniforms 

Polo Ponies 

Prizes & A wards 

Parades & Displays 

Pay 

Summer Camps 

School Pride 

Much Publicity. 

THE RESULT 

The Old Romance 
Instead of Realism 

about War. 

Personal Ambition 
Instead of Service. 

En1otional Attachment 
to the Military 

Machine. 

Community Pride in 
Military Displays. 

Sugar-Coating a Fatal 
System. 

Military-Minded 
Patriotism. 

The Big Parade. 

" When Miss Mary Lou Collom, of the University of Cincinnati, became an honorary cadet colonel, she was presented with a sabre 

by Co1. AHred R.itten, of Appleton, Wisconsin." Pittsburgh " Press", 3/ 2/ 30. Acme Photo. 

\VORD PICTURES OF ~1 .. t\.RS COURTING YOUTH 
Photographed clippings taken from thousands of such stories that appear in the press each year. 

"War" 011 at Rutgers While The Girls Are in the Army No\v! 
k1'fothe~. Sweethearts Applaud >-'orth High Girl Pupils Form Cadet Battalion and Will Be C..iiHn 

--.r EYening 'll'n:s" sht:5 ' 

HIGH SCHOOL CAut I 
• Rifles; All Start :ts Priv~ ~~r\1a~J?raay;J7

2
ciy

2
t~· Appron, . 
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P11ttin([ ft Into the Class of Jl lajor Sports 

PhilLdelphia "publie Ledge~~ 1/7.µrf 

\ 6 "1 b~1111lto11 ll •~t b!I£<:• to ao Omaha ll l~h Bchool, a ad <"ar• Faculty apo n, 01 8 ~,,. ~:••· 

Ithaca 'Taken' 1 \ • 1. Pt,,,, ,• b~t l,tho n at :S:ort h r1~s tbe run bacl<lai; of tho fllC• F.lleo Ji F raok,,h , M, •• ~! t.11, I 

Tr lrrn .. chola.,tic Tcnm~ flegin to._ tage Champions/Hp .llatchP5 
/ 111 ofrinl! lntr rwll<'f!,iate Suprriority. Then a Gmnr> llay 

JI,..;. lll. < ni 11• ul ~). !\forrle 110d Miss ~! u;J., ,\ 1·1 I• ). 
Br Said to lfnt·r Arri1·ed in Popufority 

WAR GAMES ~[]I~ B Red A I 1,,,, b(eO or .:aulz\'d \\Ith Jj Z ~I•~ g irls I>fon to o ld r~g11br The o r !;,lOIZallo n h t, t,,. , 1,,1:tir 

Y rmy 
···- ----- - T,1t l,1> tl.r ,l11u.,1u,1ht'iLn)11<lu1 rnpurpo:- P. Or,L'J.O .l.\'•1•:Ja•.11•1! 

l ... ,n t t.,: r.ln,, a ltl~ou~h durtn~ t his ~•·111NH•·r. r n-htp to l hfl t, •)' t a ' 'allt !J 

, )1.:l LlU ul~ cent t:a, o b•·in u nt,l tU~ rn .. ' Jl'<.: l la 1:1 I ·tte- h- ·tt .-1 n r,: :to!zf •r~ t i ( .'\ ,ut• -c 1,, \, .. ..:,rl 

w .. ahington "star ~ l& 29 I Sh w r q, , HUt{•J, oor du 1 h 1 i; .rl cad,··, I o q :;An!Zt·d , It \\Ill b6 con<l u, If ,) b., , all<rn ar•' ;',I r)' \Ir ,. ~ I. l ► 

Brooltl~ire-4/5/ 29 
R. 0. T. C. Has Given _

1 
POLO GA EON SUNDAY 

• ater town....l'be3 6/1 7 /30 n am a I,,, u a h.1r11 .. .:-. b · II v , 1:..!-. an· bt.:i- \\ Jtto i.;t rlla~ T\40 rad• r&t•· ~vn, h':. ~0\11?.l 1· ,:,,ut,· l<JU"th 
Five Teams Open Antietam --- Ir,; road8 t o l•T<Hrtlt' t-••111 " ll:l, ll ra ,r. s . Jo?rn ll.1u.u AUd Hob• r t ► lrt•f ( , ,\ r.n., :,In•,. '.l., ,n ·.: I 
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an,t ).! \f' 1.1 \ ,:, k 
and Gettysburg Military orne ' • ' ' e9 L I b :ll'~, ,., I n 1

•• ". ,n " 1 i·. ~,u ,. I:;"'' ':J r,,J ,., . ~llj Hrn .. n ~ ..... 

Maneuvers. 

Firing Heary 
Guns Along 

East Shore 
' lthaoa "Journal" 5/1/29 

Public lmited to Witae~ 
Cornell Artillery Practiu 
But I Warned to Be Fa• 
miliar With Gun Location 

Part in Pretentious 
l\laneu\'ers / 1 Syracuse "llenlli" 5 24

28 

BIG SHOW PLANNED 
FOR TECH R. 0. T. C. 

INSPECTION MAY 29 
Boughto~ , Yiolt, "~~t;gg" 
Engineering and lnfanfr'°y tech

nique to Be C emonstrated. 

- U,ing Four French 75 S,OOO PARADE 

GLOUCESTER BATTALION, 
BEST IN U. S., HAS BIG DAY 

Boston "Eng. GlNe" ,;.;,o 
High School Outfit, With Girl Parti ans Shol\ing 

Their Colors, Holds Annual Competitions 

Crowd Surges Forward a~ Boy~ 
File Bv; Fmnilie' Cheer 

Salt lake City "'T~ibnne" flt.4/29 
on · 

i'·a1ile11 of E,ery 'ation Pay Rt>!>pl'l'ls ;is Youth of 
America )(archee; Children CI't't>I Kin a111I 

Friends in Parade Rani..~. 

GIRLS DRILL WITH R.O.T.C, 
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f'E'' '.; li', E BE• L TY . 
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..,,i,. ,., .. ll"Pm . " o • t .H ♦Nillf'L. -

• h i,. If I,: h '\ (' ftool P.-r

r~m• ni ·• 

4BERS ORDERED 
FOR R. 0. T. r. [?0\'" 

Vontgome1"7, "Adve r tiser" 
~kw Eql,,prn.,•t n u , .it<. F~r 

R~s~r _ Office1·s At Un versi :y 
Civ~n Approv .. l 

2 I? ~ 125 

~T~OIUM fl[lll COMP[TITt~f Offill IN HIGH-SCHOOL 
OPEriS Tmtannow .. ,.~.~~~!..RtY.~~ MILITARY. BALL BY THE TO BE STAGE rn~ 

~::';:;-:-::, t\:: Twenty-One Bands l ead BANGOR HIGH R. 0. T. C. HENTWrnNrna~~ 
in An~u~I Ex~1c_1t1an at Military D~y Program Pangor, p.,e . "New~ Owen:ibg~~ ; 29n'.u ir-

Gr1ffllh St .. d1L,m. on Midway. \Vill Be Held in City Hall, Friday, May 10-lnvi- Miss 1ary Elizebeth Mtlton 

SHE·s FIRST COLONEL 
OF MIDWAY R. 0. T C. 

Chio• o "News• 5/28/30 

rlltar~ romp to Mar Induc

tion of Barbara Co'l!..: at 
U. of C. To orrow. 

2,500 I R, 0, T, C. CIRCUS 

C, E. T TO','ORROW \\ ,LL l",CLUD[ 
~ UT OF TO,-.~ G"Ol.,P S. 

lianaas C1 ty ""'i u:ti," :110/30 
<·•d• U autl Jflgl\ St..-hoo (,I~• \\ th 

Jlrf'►f'n r Orllh J111nd O A n<-C'• illu 

l o •n~utlt,o H ft ll- \no rtl • 

tu ~Puo ■or" • 

tatiom Sent to Governor and Mrs. Gardiner, Heads Proce&sion A 

May01· and Mrs. \Vilson- Souvenir Pro-- Queen, Followed By r:.. 
grams - Favors Given to Sponsors. O. T. C.; May Poles. 

1,1\ltiKre ~ &" 4/ !0/.30 

re. u. 1. C. Units to Receive 
New Uniforms Next Year 

BOOSTERS O~fi
0 

MEDAL TO BEST 
STUDENT CADET 

t,ra~i e , Wyo. ~ omerur g" 

Polo a Big Boost Pr ~ri...:._r,_n n. ~ C r.,, 4 Cr•r,.. 
I'! 0. T C: " Lt ;,!a_: t r- ~rr ... 

HORSE SHOW STAGEO HO ASE ~HO ~v 

~f :~~~:~~~~Yt~: a A~ w s Ell n 
rect ,on ~f Lieut. Townsley: TO E l~N~ING 

Pm:es Awarded 

NORFOLK STUDENT 
FIRST IN 30-M1lE 
M.A. C. NIGHT RACE 

sprillgfi ~le "un.ion"5; 5; 2s 
frar,k J. Hn\\(' \\ i. f ...,u,· 11 

.\ nnu ll C:l\,1! 1 \ LH·11l-

H 1nmdrn ,·· I ·\ . L::m1 • 
Ion RiJ, r .. \ Iv l 'h eel 

FIVE IN R, 0, T, C. 
GET GOLD MEDALS 

?:a-.1::+c:- , O. "!lew6 s / l c/3C 

11 o pl" fo r II , 11 . " · '\l ark, 
\ ir1nn I n l) i-tri, ·1 

,1,llhl 1t1:.: ,1 ;\Ith 

(;<'or0 <'town Given t'." 

Four Siher Cup, 
·-:-a. srir·r ~ ..:.: ?os-t" , 

11 ''"I' S 
U1:m1hrr of Con(,,~~f-/l' 

·n(',JJJIH'~ \ nnual Cift41 
to R. 0 . T. C. 

I 

petroit "Ti:::.e e" s / 1/ 31 
Detroit Riders and Owners 

Dominate Exh "bit ion at 
M. S. C. Over Week-end 

ROTARY SABER 
IS WON BY REID 

~:-Tac,, BC' " P-l>~'t :C ~ da,rd 
5 t 7 ?. 

C :: le C apt a11 D ... _{e3 
l ost E fficien t of R. 0 . 

T . C. Seniors 

;-.l EDAL LOIZE AUX'S 

P r~-•-;,•1 ' i'1:,<, :\fade at 
F1ral Ccrcrr.on:,· of 

S· 1 :r!ents 

SILVER PLAQUE 
GIVEN TO R.O.T.C. 
DRILL WINNERS 

PREPARING FOR SENTIMENTALITY, PREVENTING RATIONALITY IN JUDGING THE WAR METHOD. 

Both peace and war are largely habits of thought and feeling - this is the war habit. 

Please post on some bulletin board. (OVER) 

Additional copies may be obtained from George A . oe, Chairman, Committee on Militarism in Edu ca t ion, 3 87 Bible House, A t or Place, ew York Cit•. 
.,.:, 



FRILLS AND THRILLS THAT BLIND AND BIND YOUTH 
Glimpses of the Military Training Given in Many American High Schools and Colleges Today. 
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Mimic Warfare With The Bleachers Full At . Y. U. Learning To Charge The Enemy In The ext War With Sabres. 

Acme Photo in . Y. Hera1d-Tribune, 2/25/30. Acme Photo in Y. ews, 4 / 28 29. 
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The Trials of Artillerymen at Cornell R 
\Vidc \l('orld Photo in Omaha World-Herald 12 / 1/ 2?. 

I 
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The Ladies Learn To Aim. 
P. & A. Photo in Boston Traveller, 4 127 29. 
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Strike Up The Band. 
Acme Photo in Philadelphia Record, 121 4 29. 

LEST WE FORGET! 

«A hospital alone shows what war is." 

ttJ see how peoples are set against one another, 
and in silence, unknowingly, foolishly, obediently, 
innocently, slay one another." 

Remarque, 1n All Quiet 011 the Westent Front. 

N 

0 

M 

u 
D 

Preparedness A La R. O. T. C. At Georgia Horseshow. 
Levick Photo in N. Y. Wodd, 3 ' ~ 1 29. 

Co-cd Colonel Takes Charge. 
P. & A. Photo in Cleveland Plain Dealer, 6 14 30. 

avy Takes R. 0. T. C. Men On Cruise To Azores. The Big Parade Before The Prizes Arc Awarded. 
P. & A. Photo in . Y. Herald-Tribune, 6 29 }0. Acme Photo in •. Y. Herald-Tribune, >/ 26/ 29 . 

For a complete tudy of the methods u ed to " popularize" military training in chools and colleges see our 48 page, illustrated pamphlet, " o This Is \l('ar," by Tucker P. Smith, ecretary, 
Committee en l ilitari m in Education, 387 Bible House, A tor Place, Tew York City. 
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Dear Friend: 

TuCKZR P, SMITH 

E, RATMOND WILBON 
Secretarie, 

October 2, 1930. 

John grew up with his parents, his teachers, 
his pastor, and the neighbors constantly encouraging him 
to get a college education. He and his father saved 
enough to pay for board and room. John hoped to earn money 
for clothes and other expenses. The absence of large tuition 
fees at the State University placed him within reach of 
the coveted education. 

The university catalog announced that all 
able-bodied underclassmen were required to take military 
training for two years. This raised a problem. John's 
father had helped the pastor circulate a petition for the 
Peace Pact and John had been discussing world brotherhood 
in Sunday School. John's mother helped send doll-messengers 
to Japan. The family was puzzled and studied the catalog 
for further details. 

The catalog argued that the drill was good 
for the boys and announced other advantages, including a 
free uniform, and pay for upperclassmen continuing the 
course. John could not afford to go to a private college where 
he would have to pay tuition. He must give up his plans for 
an education or submit his boyhood ideals of brotherhood to 
two years of military instruction. 

The enclosed folder and map depicts just what 
John's problem means to American youth, to American education 
and to American peace-mindedness. The Committee is grateful 
for your past support in freeing the educational system 
from subsidized militarism. Continue to give time, money, 
and energy toward the program outlined in the folder. No 
vestige of militarism must hamper American education. 

A 
Zona Gale 

Sincerely yours, 

' 
iok 

fu2.J::-;ob 
Rabbi Stephens. Wl1• 
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Th8 Alli .s disarmed Ge mnny with th0 promtno they 
r.rc,uld foll'>i7 suir, . Unlesfl thn 1 r jcrnt..-:! cl ron:crrt1co ()n r,enc r 
.l di sn.rroamcn t - :tor whlch th0 Pre 1o. a t,r, J C0rn•nis s j on o .. the 

Leagu? is now in session -
tfl,i. l i .n 0 raili tar,v .s vrll a , 
will surely be endangered . 

m:~.kes snm•'1 nro<~ ·."'r::ns toward cnr
naval orcon, the 1Ra o of Eu ope 

Ou <l.0le--;a ·. er to this gGnei-al v )•1f, .. n·0n'J ~ s 11_·)uld. go 

r-=-i~dy t.o a,mnun-,P. som st. ,p s t,o·.;::ixd milit'1.ry re 'lotion . . 
7~at mov, ism~ o ractical than wlthdrawin War Deu~rtm~nt 
subsidies from military trr.dnin1 now given .'n 190 n~.on 1.ry 
Bchools and. from corop11lsor.v mili tar,v c ou r trn. tn 90 '10l:t.0gos? 
This woul(l save somo millions of dollars n.. d fre ed,rnntion 
from this militarism . 

Th J t m~lln~ss oft is step "l0uld pace it among 
th0 _~im~ .y ob j ective of our peac e orces t1is winter . 
The American people m st surely be ready t~ take t1e gar 

D0partm~nt out of the public schoolo and to frco collc3c 
students from military compulsion . But this ch~ngo will 
not bo made vrithotlt a real cs.mpaign to fl.ronF!o interest a.no. 
support . 

The enolosod reprint tolls of thn local c mpajcn 
of our Sta,to Cammi ttee in Iow , whl h ifl 11,ttro. ,tj_ng milch at 

tention thel:-e . Is you.r Stnte ready to t .ke Bimil r si;eps? 
Can you and our friends present a s·milnr a, cal to tho 
authorities of your o-..vn educati.one.l institutions whero they 
have militar· training? Our Committee is ready to holp in 
any way po s sible . 

Sincerely yours , 

TPS:MA Secretary 
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For !Irmediate Release 

May 15, 1931 

Committee on Militarism in Education 
387 Bible House, Astor Place 
New York City 

CORL~LL AND OHIO STATE FACULTIES VOTE FOR E~CTIVE MILITARY DRILL 

Faculties of two of the largest land-grant colleges, Cornell University 

and Ohio State University, voted this week in f~vor of making military drill 

elective, and their recommendations now go to their Boards of Trustees for final 

action. Tho University of Wisconsin was the first land-grant college to drop 

military cor.rpulsion, which was done by act of tho Legislature in 1923. 

One of the largest faculty meetings ever held on tbe Cornell campus 

voted 81 to 38 in favor of malcing military training elective, beginning with the 

college year 1932-33, and this recommendation will be presented to the Board of 

Trustees nt its mooting in June. 

With 1,850 men in the compulsory b~sic courses and 290 advanced corps 

students, Cornell h.~s tho fifth college R.O.T.C, in size. Hore the War Department 

spent $157,838.12 during the fiscRl ycnr 1929-30 ~nd hnd, in 1928, 42 men detailed 

for military instruction. A t'ilrenty-thrco pa.go re-port "on co1npulsory military 

training at Cornell" wFts mnde lP..st wint0r by rm unofficir-tl committoo of students 

which stP.tod tn.'"\_t "compulsory drill in collci:-;a is un-.Amorican conscription of :\ 

few. It is inco11sistont with the idenls of a country which hc'.s rofuscd to accept 

compulsory tr:1.ini!lg for nll its citizens". 

Ohio State Uni vcrsi ty h~.d the 1 ".rgost R. 0. T. C. unit in tho country 

l~st Sentembor with 3,380 men in comp1.i.lsory courses P.!ld 356 in the optiono.l 

advnncod courses. For such trnining $208,326.66 was spent during the fiscal year, 

1929-30, including $141,733,04 for PAY of ,u-my personnel for tho 52 i!l!Structors 

dot~ilcd by tho Wnr Dop~rtmcnt. 



The faculty at Ohio State University, •~ilursday, by a vote of 83 to 79, 

voted to recormuend that military drill be made optional. Protests and petitions 

at .Ohio State have been frequent since 1925 when the editor of the Ohio State Lan

tern wrote an editorial on "A Conscript Array in Time of Peace. A threatened 

strike this week was called off when the president said he would expel the stu

dent loaders. A student maas meeting held under the auspices of the Optional 

Drill Leaguo Tuesday night voted that "it is inconsistent with the spirit of the 

Kellogg Pact for our State University to compel students to think and train for 

war". After citinb the action of tho University of Cineinnati and ·other schools 

in making drill optional or abolishine it entirely~ their petition concluded, 

"Within the last 5 years 25 important educational institutions 
have either abolished all military drill or abolished its compulsory 
feature ••.... 

11 We believe that rrit!1 the approach of the World Disarmament Con
ference the time has come for Ohio State University to join the ranks 
of those clear-sighted Universities and schools v1hich are advancing 
the movement for world disarmament and pence by beeinning with disann
ament in education. 

11 Since the vrholo problem of national defense has been vastly al
tered by a11 age of seience which has enlarged the destructiveness of 
armament but into?1sifiod the inter-dependence of nations, we urge that 
we be allowed to prepare ourselves for national service by choosing suca sub
jects as the International Farm Problem, the International Unemployment 
Probl~~, and the Causes and Prevention of War." 

At tho University of California, Los Angeles branch, more than 2,000 

signatures have already been secured for a otudent petition to make drill optional. 

A faculty committee of seven vras appointed to make recomoendations on 

military drill to a general faculty meeting June 2nd at the University of Washing-

ton. 

A bill to mako l'1illtary drill elective at Iowa State College and at tho 

State University of Iowa was dofoated by a voto of 6) to 42 in the House of Rep

resentatives of the Iowa Legislature a.f'ter a seven-hour debate, but advocates of 

optional drill in the state have announced their intention of keeping up the cam

paign until eompuloion is dropped either by the State Board of Education or the 

Legislature. 
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May 16,. 1931 

Friends: 

TUCXEU P. SMITH 

E. RAYMOND WILSON 
Secretaries 

The Faculty at Ohio State University hae 

recommended to the Board of Trustees that military 

training be made optional. 

1931. 

The Board meets May 21, 

We suggest letters and telegrams urging 

this change be sent to the Chairman of the Board of 

Trustees, Mr. Julius F. Stone, O.S,U., Columbus, 

Ohio, before May 21st. Such expres.sions of public 

sentiment may be a deciding factor. 

Urge your friends to send similar messa

ges. 

Sincerely you.rs, 

TFS.MA !~r~rw~ 



GEORGE A. COE 

JOJIN EVIN SATRE 

.. 

Take The War Department Out of the Schools ! 

COMMITTEE ON MILITARISM IN EDUCATION 

Cliairma11 

387 Bible House, Astor Place 

New York City 

.\I,\ IS (). G000£BD 

TUl" IU H 1'. s,11-ru 

E. UAYMONO \\'IL",O',; 

Trci1s11rer 

\\'11,n U I{. 'J'UOMAS 

Vicc-Cliairme11 ... 
S.:cr< taries 

June 26, 1931 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

The close of the school year makes us wi sh we might 
tell each of our friends personally of the many interesting 
and significant incidents of the bus iest season our Commit
tee has eve~ had. An active part in 39 state and local cam
paigns has kept our small staff "on the jump", while our 
office has sent 60,000 letters and distributed more than a 
quarter of a million pamphlets to interested persons. 

Many more organizations are now interested and ac
tive in our cause, but they look to us for authoritative 
literature and expert advice -- t o a degre e that is highly 
gratifying but more exhaustive of our humbl e resources. 
During the summer our statt must prepare a new stock of 
literature tor the greater campaign 1931-32 will surely 
bring. 

Our appreciation ot your generous share in making 
this work possible and effective is greater than we can in
dicate by letter. We must rely upon your support to grow 
with our program and needs. In these days every dollar, 
every service counts. Education for disarmament and dis
armament in education must hold the center of attention 
tor the coming months. 

Can you make your annual contribution now toward 
the expenses ot the summer -- a period that is always dif
ficult to finance? Can you secure any new friends for ust 

Gratefully yours, 

I 

TPSaMA Secretary 

Education for peac will break the war habit and build the peace mind- th tw ntieth c ntury patrioti m. 



The Campaign Against Militarism 
In Education 

The National Defense Act of June 4, 1920, set up our present, 
peace-time system of military training in civil schools and colleges. Grant
ing a year for the training to become established, we can now survey a 
decade of results and trends. The cadet enrollment has gradually in
creased with the enrollments of institutions giving drill. The forces pro
moting such training have been "digging in" for a prolonged, determined, 
and well organized effort to reach every boy and girl with their propa
ganda. It is designed to counter, with sugar-coated militarism advertised 
by pretty girl officers, girl rifle teams, polo ponies, dressy uniforms, many 
meaals and much public display, the growing peace-mindedness which de
mands an adequate preparation for peaceful living in the modern world 
community. Let us review the forces in this cultural struggle. 

A Decade of Tribute 
Since Sept. 1, 1921, War Department training m the schools and 

colleges of the United States has cost: 

1,320,618 student years (one student for one year)*, 
134,630,I 12 student hours (one tudent for one hour)*, 

2,991 years of institutional service ( one inst. for 
one year)*, 

18,56.9 years of army personnel service (one in true
tor for one year) , 

$106,965,041.70 (cost of the R. 0. T. C. alone, counting 1924-5 
as average, training under sections 5 5c and 113 
of the National Defense Act must be added). 

• Advanced course students devote .five hours each chool week to training, aJI 
others spend three hours per week. 

Wasteful and Inefficient Preparedness 
"Analayze the e figure : The War Department subsidize military training in 

313 schools and colleges, enrolling l•i7,009 cadets, at an unknown co t- it wa 
$10,696,504 for the Reserve Officers' Training Corps alone in 1925, the last year 
for which complete figures are available; it is sur ly higher now- and supplies 
1, 771 instructors. 

"Last year they secured only 5,870 reserve offic r and 25 other graduates too 
young for commissions. If these graduates follow the example of previous graduate , 
half of them will drop their interest in the reserves within a very few year , leav
ing 2,947 officers for all this effort. H w does the War Department justify the e 
expenditures and thi inefficiency? With the usual old arguments ab ut teaching 
patriotism, citizenship, courtesy, and so forth." Congreuman Ro11 A. Collins of 
the Military Appropriations Committee, speaking in Congre11, January 10, 1931. 



Present Status of Drill 
No. 

I Army ReJerve 
Year lnstitutionr Cadets Officers Com-

& Citie.r lmtru,10,1 missioned 

1911-12 94 29,979 87 None 

1921-22 (R.O.T.C.•) 226 98,796 2,005 2,617 
1930 

1930-31 (R.O.T.C. *) 231 131,033 1,744 S,870 
1930 

193 0-H (All training*) 313 147,009 1,771 5,870 

•Military training is subsidized and conducted by our War Department under 
three different provisions of the National Defense Act: sections 40 (the R.O.T.C.), 
55c, and 113. Complete data on training under Secs. 55c and 113 not available 
for 1921-22. 

Compulsory vs. Elective 

Compulsory I Elective 
R.O.T.C.t 

Inst. Cadets Inst. Cadets 

Colleges and Univer ities 90 76,711 36 11,393 

City School Systems 26 10,232 36 24.296 

Academies and Prep. Schools 43 8,401 

TOTAL 
1' l'S9 9'>,344 72 35,689 

tData on training under Secs. 55c and 113 not avaiJable. 

A Rising Tide of Civic and Religious Protest 
This list of organizations officially on record against one or more 

phases of the present military training program indicates a growing reali
zation that this fight is basic to peace and education: 

American Physical Education Association, 1916 
National Education Assn., Dept. of Superintendence, 1917 
National Congress of Parents and Teachers, 1920 
National Women's Christian Temperance Union, 1922 
National Congress of Mothers and Parent-Teacher Associations, 1923 
Farmer-Labor Party, 1923 
Federal Council of Churches of Chrjst in America, 1926 
Society for the Advancement of Judajsm, 1926 
Northern Baptist Convention, 1926 
Presbyterian General Assembly, 1926 
Reformed Presbyterian Synod, 1926 
National Council of the Student Y .M:.c.A., 1926 
National Council of Jewish Women, 1926 
Disciples' Convention, 1926 
Federation of Women's Boards of Foreign Missions of North America 

Convention, 1926 
National Women's Trade Union League, 1926 
National Council of the Congregational Churches of the U. S., 1927 
American Federation of Labor, 1927 
National Federation of Temple Sisterhoods, 1927 
General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church 1928 
Central Conference of Jewish Rabbis, 1928 



World Alliance for International Friendship Through the Churches, 1928 
National Farmers' Union Convention, 1928 
World Federation of Educational Associations, 1929 
American Federation of Teachers, 1929 
National Grange, 1929 
General Synod of the Reformed Church in America, 1930 
Western Unitarian Conference, 1930 
International Convention of the Disciples of Christ, 1930 
National Study Conference on the Churches and World Peace, 1930 
United Presbyterian General Assembly, 1930 

A survey of the opinions of 19,372 ministers made jn 1931 revealed 
16,018, or 83o/o, opposed to military drill in civil schools and college . 

These resolutions also indicate the scope and effectiveness of the 
educational campaign against militari m. They point the moral that the 
time has come for action. If only a portion of these great bodies 
joined an active campaign, we could soon abolish the worst £ ea
tures of the present War Department program. 

Educational Attacks Upon Drill Increase 
Both students and the public are realizing more and more the reasons 

which lead modern educators to condemn military drill as poor education 
for civil life. With increasing frequ ncy student and faculty attacks upon 
military training insist that drill is a waste of time for students who should 
be taking more productive courses. 

In October, 1930, the Harvard Crimson st ted editorially: 
"The real question is: should a lib ral arts colle e give credit to tu

dents for taking part in the una ademic pursuit f military training? If 
Harvard is to make pretensions a an in ti tution primarily inter ted in an 
academic education, these courses shot1ld n t be included in the curriculum. 

"The technicalities of warf re cannot be construed as an integn,l part 
of an education in the mod rn h manities. Naval and Military ci nee are 
completely foreign to the liberal atmo phere that Harvard trie to create . 
. . . To add to the incongruity of the situati n, the cour off red by both 
naval and military science are so far below the standard of the re t of the 
university that they have b come a haven of refuge for dull an lazy 
students .... 

··Finally, naval and military sci nc , desi n d and admini tered by the 
United State Government, inject a u tion of militarism in Harvard 
that is wholly at odds with the pre cnt liberal trend t ward peace. The 
tendency of these departments is t create a hyper-patrioti m which is alway 
on the lookout for a slight against the national honor. Instead of educa
tion for peace, this looks like education for war." 

The Student Curriculum Committee of the College of the 
City of New York, in May, 1931, reported: 

'.'The Committee has carefully examined all the evidence relative to the 
question of military science in the liberal college curriculum. It has con
ducted hearings with men connected with the department and the Student 
Officers· Club. It has consider d fully, from an unbiased p ition, the 
valu~s attributed to such a course by the most authoritative sources. It has 
studied the worth of such trainin from the following viewpoint : phy ical, 
m~ntal, moral, social and cultural . In none of these respect has th com
mittee found that the course offer such ben fits as may not be procured in 
other studies. Therefore, since the ultimate aim of the e courses contra
venes the ideals of a liberal arts college, the committee .recommends to the 
faculty that all military science courses be dropped from the curriculwn." 



Out of Step With the Times! 

Dean E. M. Freeman of the College of Agriculture of the University 
of Minnesota, one of our largest land-grant colleges, started a nation-wide 
discussion of the R. 0. T. C. in land-grant circles, declaring in a very 
thought-provoking article in "School and Society" for Aug. 9, 1930: 

"We cannot dismiss the scores of student petitions, the protests of in
telligent and clear-thinking individuals, the numerous resolutions of church 
and other conventions and the countless other protests which are voiced in 
all quarters against compulsory drill as entirely propaganda. . . . The mili
tary departments have failed to adapt the college military training to modern 
college conditions and have maintained an unyielding insistence on the 
maintenance of an educational system of fifty years ago." 

Dr. C. C. Little, former President of the Universities of Maine and 
Michigan, says, in his book, "The Awakening College": 

"There is a widespread and steadily growing feeling against compulsory 
military training of any sort, or for any period either basic or advanced, 
at the colleges and universities .... 

"It would seem, in view of all modern international developments, 
that the idea of compulsory military training at schools and coUeges was 
out of date and out of tune with all that is characteristic of the spirit of 
the younger generation." 

No Substitute for Physical Education 

The report of the Student Committee on Military Training at Cornell 
University, January 18, 1931, quotes Dr. Dean F. Smiley, Medical Advisor 
and Professor of Hygiene at Cornell University as saying: 

.. It is a form of intellectual dishonesty to call a period of military 
training once a week a substitute for physical education." 

War Department Finds Dissatisfaction 

"Lieut. Col. Ralph M. Parker, of the Army General Staff Corps, 
yesterday told the gathering ( of military officers) the War Department 
has been conducting a survey to guide in reorganization ( of military 
training), and has received replies from more than 3,000 questionnaires 
sent to students, instructors, school heads and others. 

''Col. Parker summarized the chief criticisms of the present system, 
as contained in answers to the questionnaires, as follows: 

"1. That the present program is uneducational, insufficient time being 
given to classroom work, while too much stress is laid upon drill and ma
terial training.• 

"2. That present methods of teaching are archaic and out of date. 

"3. That the system, in general, is not fully efficient, and doc not 
produce justifiable results for the time spent." 

-Pittsburgh, Pa., "Sun Telegraph", March 25, 1931. 

The War Department ought to realize that this is in part due to the 
desire to have well-drilled units for parades, reviews, etc.-a policy that was 
encouraged by the system of honor ratings used by the Department. 



Dissatisfaction Reflected in Changes 
Since the school year, 1920-21, sixty-five schools and colleges have 

dropped military training completely, almost one quarter of the number 
receiving federal aid (under Secs. 40 and 55c) at that time. The War 
Department has been able to replace those dropping out each year with 
new institutions but it is not worthy that so many schools which have tried 
drill have become dissatisfied. Evidently these in titutions did not find 
that military drill possessed the great physical, disciplinary and citizenship 
values claimed for such instruction, but pref erred to give other courses. 
Among the sixty-five schools are: 

Dropped R. 0. T. C. Since 1920-21: 

Springhill Col., Ala., 1921 
U. of So. Carolina, 1921 
U. of No. Carolina, 1921 
Union U., Tenn. 1921 
St. Charles Col., Miss., 1921 
Bethel Col., Ky., 1921 
Ohio Northern U ., 1921 
St. Mary's Col., Kans., 1921 
Meriden H. S., Conn., 1921 
New Britain H. S., 1921 
Stamford H. S., Conn., 1'922 
Cedar Rapids H. S. Iowa, 1923 

Dropped 55c Since 1920-21: 
Athol H. S. Mass. 1921 
Phmip's Acad., Mass., 1921 
St. Paul N rm. & Jud., Va., 1921 
Toledo H. S., Ohio, 1921 
Ada H. S., Okla., 1921 
BrownsviJJe H. S., Tex., 1921 
Lexington H. S., Ky., 1922 
La Grande H. S., Ore., 1922 
Tenn. Agr. & In . t. Nor., 1923 
Pottsville H. S., Pa., 1923 
State Agr. & Mech. Col., S. C., 1923 
Douglas H. S., Ariz., 192 3 

Minneapolis H. S., Minn., 1923 
Columbia U., N. Y., 1923 
Col. of A. & M., Porto Rico, 1924 
Northwestern Col., Ill., 1925 
Hampton Institute, Va., 1926 

Jeve1and Pub. Sch., Ohio, 1926 
Little Rock Col., Ark., 1926 
Emory Univ. Acad. Ga., 1927 
Denison U., Ohio, 1928 
Calif. .. Inst. T,ech., 1929 
Emory U., Ga., 1930 
N rthwestern U., Ill., 1930 

Glendale Union H .. S., Ariz., 1923 
McAllen H. S., Tex., 1924 
Caguas H. S., P.R., 1925 
School Dist. No. 8, Ore., 1926 
Western Univ., Kans., 1928 
Lincoln Univ., Mo., 1928 
Sperry H. S., Okla., 1929 
Girard Co11ege, Pa., 1929 
AJamo Heights H. S., Tex., 1930 
Locust Grove Inst., Ga., 1930 
Williamson Free Sch., Pa., 1930 
Winchester H. S., Va. 1930 

Victories Against Military Compulsion 
The following institutions have shifted military training from a com

pulsory to an elective basis or have dropped compulsory training entirely: 

Wisconsin U. 1923 
Pomona College 1924 
Boston U., 1926 
College of the City of N. Y., 1926 
De Pauw U., 1927 
Georgetown U. & Medical ch., 1927 
California Institute of Technology, 1929 

orthwestern U. Dental Col., 1929 
Emory U., 1930 
U. of Cincinnati, 1931 

an Diego H. S., 1927 
acramcnto H. S., 1928 

Knoxville (Tenn.) H. S., 1929 
Nashville H. S., 1930 



Many Campaigns During the Past Year 

During this school year our Committee has been asked to aid cam
paigns or student protests in thirty-nine places. The authorities 
of 22 institutions, known to us, have had some proposal for change 
brought before them for official action this year. There has been one 
complete victory for our cause, four partial successes, five rejections, and 
the remaining cases are still being considered. 

A delegation of 56 students carried a petition, signed by 10,100 
students in 55 colleges, to Congress February 27, 1930, urging the federal 
government to discontinue financial support of compulsory drill courses. 

Four amendments to the National Defense Act and three 
amendments to the military appropriations bills were introduced 
into the U. S. Senate and House. The appropriations amendments were 
debated most vigorously on the floor of both houses. 

Bills known to us were introduced in three state legislatures. 

The Iowa Committee on Militarism in Education, with the 
cooperation of other agencies, is conducting the best state campaign yet 
made against compulsory drill. After an all-day debate the legislature 
rejected their bill, 63 to 42 ; but ultimate victory is certain if the following 
civic organizations, which have tak,en a stand against military compulsion, 
join forces with religious bodies in making a continued push against drill: 

The Iowa Congress of Parents and Teachers 
State Board of Iowa F,ederaHon of Women's Clubs 
The Iowa Women's ,Christian Temperance Union 
The Iowa State Teachers Association 
The Iowa Farmer's Union 
The Iowa Grange 
The Iowa Farmer Grain Dealers Association 
The State Encampment of Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War 
Hubbard Post, American Legion 
Warren Post, American Legion, Indianola 
Twenty-two County Farm Bureaus in Iowa 

The Student Council of the University of Nebraska voted 
January 21, 1931, by 17 to 3, to urge the authorities to end military com
pulsion. 

On March 10, 1931, The Faculty of the College of Science, 
Literature and Arts of the University of Minnesota voted their 
official approval of the movement against compulsory drill. 

The Faculty of Cornell University voted May 14, 1931, by 
81 to 3 8, to recommend to the Trustees a student petition for dropping 
military compulsion. 

A poll of their Faculty by the University of Washington Daily for 
June 1, 1931, reveals a vote of 128 to 54 against compulsion. This 
vote was taken after a Faculty committee had decided it was not ready to 
report on its investigation of the advisability of change. 



Ohio State Holds the Front Page 

The Faculty at Ohio State University, in Columbus, after student 
campaigns and a special Faculty committee report, voted May 14, 19 31, 
by 83 to 79, for optional drill. But at a special meeting of the Faculty 
May 19, 1931, at which the colonel of the R. 0. T. C. made th u u, l 
"red baiting" speech and at which t e administration iewpoint wa "mad 
known", the Faculty voted, 144 to 9, against optional drill. 

A resolution had been offered i the State Legislature that day alling 
for an investigation of Farulty members friendly to the optional drill 
movement. At their regular meeting, May 20, 1931, the Bo:ird of Trus
tees resolved that students and Faculty members who had been criticizing 
university policies "were under no compulsion to come here and are und r 
none to remain unless they can subscribe to the fundamental purpo e of 
this university." 

An official bulletin by the President of the University tated, May 
22, 1931, that some professors had been negligent in their duty to n
courage sound thinking and proper attitudes toward certain uni er ity 
policies on the part of students. On May 25, 1931, the dismissal of Dr. 
Herbert A. Miller, well-known Professor of Sociology and an oppon ot 
of compulsory drill, from the Faculty was made known. The Tru te 
voted to retain miHtary compulsion. 

As we go to press, 3,,000 students have petitioned the admini tr, tion 
to reinstate Professor .Miller. One hundred fifty-three memb r of the 
Faculty, many ministers and others throughout the, state have prot tcd the 
obvious suppression of academic freedom. 

Advocates of Drill Active 

Many advocates of military training look upon this instruction as 
the best means of checking the growing peace-mindedness now e id need 
in many quarters. Arguments for such ttcitizenship training" now sup
plant claims for its value as military preparedness. With great det rmin. • 
tion and energy many individuals and groups are persi tently besei ing 
Trustees, Boards of Education and Legislatures where there is any pos i
bility of military drill being introduced or dropped. 

Militant nationalism will die fighting, and the friends of pea eful 
methods and of peace education must recognize that even more determined 
and sacrificial labors will be required on our part to overcome the military 
groups, aided as they are by tradition, Government money and the inertia 
of the public. 

Future of the Campaign 

The campaign against militarism in education is not a "side 
issue" of the peace cause or of education. It is basic and funda
mental. No nation that considers military drill the best education or 



military-mindedness the best citizenship for our day will build the educa
tional program necessary for preparing youth to face the issues of to
morrow. Any government that subsidizes such instruction, even when it 
is compulsory, places a great handicap upon modern physical education and 
upon twentieth century training for citizenship. Such a policy is bad 
for its own results, it is worse as an indicator of our state of mind. 

An understanding of the military training issue, by an individual 
or by the public, will clarify both educational policy . and methods and 
peace policy and methods. This fact, plus the fact that military drill in 
schools and colleges is much 0 closer home" for many of our people than 
many other phases of the peace campaign, makes study of this issue an 
ideal project for educating public opinion. 

Clubs, churches, forums, study groups, speakers, local leaders, etc ., 
will do well to use this topic as a gateway to understanding broader issues 
of education and peace. 

Those interested in altering our military training program must realize 
that progress in this situation may be difficult to attain and require long 
education, but it is all the more important. 

The next school year, during which time the world will be preparing 
for the General Disarmament Conference, will undoubtedly see more 
study on this subject than ever before. Now is the time to work that 
your community, your church,, your schools, your colleges may 
provide opportuniti,es for a careful ,study of the mind that pro
duces war, and of the education that will supplant war with con
structive methods and ma,chinery. We shall attain peace only by 
educating and preparing for pea,ceful methods. 
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July 20, 1933 

Fricndo: 

The followine wire has just b een received 
from Zona Gale: 

LEGISLATURE EAS VO~ED REPEAL OF OUR OPTION
.AL MI:iil'ARY TR.AI'!,ENG LA~7 I!T illHVERSITY C.AlT 
YOU GET rrELL IGTOW:i PIDPL}~ TO WIF.E AT O CE TO 
GOVER:'10R A G SCE ·.J1'!E:,1AN MADISON (Wisconsin) 

T:1roU{',h legiclatjon adopted in 1922, Wiscon
sin abolished Gompulsory military training at its 
state 'lmivers i t y ancl ther eby became the first stat e 
to ch1.1.llent::e the old fable tha t the ~orrill Land
Grant Act obligated all sta t es accepting its benefits 
to give coq)ulsory ~ilitary training courses. 

We understand, on tho baois of the information 
thun far 1~ec cived, the adoption of the present bill 
\"Till make 11 i nstru.ct io~1 a.l1d discipline in military 
tact j c:} 11 mancl..'.ltory up on ,~11 first a..'1.d sncond yea:r 
mon at t >.o Universi t y of 'r.isconnin. Its adoption 
mea:!l.G r,1.:r r endt.:r -'.,o t :1e forces of rt:!action and a rever
": a l 0f 0d1".cat io'.'1.a l p olic~r a t the behest of organized 
r.1i .l~.t. :u: istn :--nd j i! goes. 

A VE'to b;. Gov c.,1·110:· Scl1medernan may yet s toy 
t ~1 i C'! :tet r o~, . .' er G :!.o .1 . .7IRZ OR WRITE HIM TODAYl 

Ai.1othor G g:SeG t i on: Send a copy of your wire 
or le tJ ,r to Prcsid.<mt. Glenn Frank, University of Uis
c,on'3in , Mudi::.;on, Vii r.consin. Yon may tL.ereby strengt.i.1-
en his .1ancl. 

Faithfully youro, 

~.(.w I 

Secre . 

ECJ/MS 

Seentariea 
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