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lTovember 9, 1934 

tm.GENT AND STRICTLY PERSON.AL 

TO: Bishop James C. Baker, San Francisco; Bishop Benjamin Brewster, 
Portland, Maine; Rev. S. Parkes Cadman, Brooklyn, n, Y.: Rev. 
Samuel M. Cavert, New York City; Rev. Edmund B. Chaffee; Rev. 
Robert C, Dexter, Boston, Mass.; Rev. Merle N. English, Chicago, 
Ill.; Rev. Harry Fmerson Fosdick, NeTI York Cit .,r ; Rev. Hubert C. 
Herring, New York Cit~-; Bishop Francis J. McConnell, New York 
Ci~y; Rev. Charles Clayton Morrison, Chicflgo, Ill.; Rev. Rein
hold Niebuhr, New Yoi;-k City; Rev• George L. Paine, :Boston, Mass . : 
Rt. Rev. Edward L. Parso~s, San Francisco, Calif.: Rt, Rev. ~il
lirun J. Scarlett, St • . Louis, Mo.: Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, Cleve
land, Ohio; Rev. Ralph w. Sackman, lrew York City; Rev. Ernest F. 
Tittle, Evanston, Ill.; Rev. Robert Leonard Tucker, Columbus, Ol1io; 
Rabbi Stephen S. \1ise, Mew York City. 

Dear Friend: 

This is a personal and urgent request and m~v require action 
as soon as November 12th, It is mimeographed only because our office 
is short on stenographic help. 

On October 17 and 18 the u. s. Supreme Court heard areument 
in the Hamilton-Reynolds vs. University of California conscientious 
objector case. The Court's decision is expected to be rendered soon, 
probably on November 12. \1hichever way it goes it will be of nation
wide significance to the military training problem. 

~e are ,,riting to ask that you consider the possibility of 
making a statement to the press following the announcement of the Su
preme Court 1 s ruling in this California case. If the decision goes 
the way we hope it will, your statement can be a laudation of both the 
Court and the Constitution. If, however, the decision goes against 
Hamilton and Reynolds and sustains the University ef California's ous
pension of sincere religious conscientious objectors to compulsory 
R. O. T, C, courses, your statement will be the more urgently needed 
by our common cause--the fight against war and mili tarism--t .. ough, nat
urally, we hesitate to suggest what it !lhould contain or how critical 
it should be , We th ink it fair to sa7, however, thot in either case 
your statement should be a vigorous reaffirmation of our peace faith 
and will. 

The R. 0. T. C. _not .only challeng~• the morality of civilization b7 ita jungle-man ethics, but it thrusts a type of training and an attitude of mind into the 
college at~osphere which II thoroughly incompatible with the spirit of democracy and of science. The spirit of free cooperation which i1 the basis of democracy 
and the. spirit of emancipated, curiosity, ~bich is .the basis of science, are both alike imperiled by the military mind which makes' unthinking obedience the "'"'"''",; 
bonum in the hierarchy of virtue .- Reinhold Nttbuhr. 
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Conf idcntiall " , t:1c t u1:. t :-,tive p l ans of our 0rcani ~~ation--in 
case ti1e Consti tution ir i nt erpreted to offer no :n"'!li c::: to 11ncifist 
students suc..ri as Hamil ton nnd Reynolds--includen the pro .. 10tion of a 
legislative progra~ whicl1 will seek the passnge of a Concressi onal 
Act categoricc.lly exemnting suei.'1 students from compulsor:,r mili t"..r:"/ 
training . 

The California case presents a clear issue to the Sunr me 
Court; it is not clouded by any irrelevancies. At no point i n the 
trial did counsel for t~ e Universit:r attack the c..ltaracter or motives 
of Hamilton and Reynolds~ their scholastic abili y, their good stai1d
ing in the Methodist E_r)iscopal Churcl1, and the sincerity of their pa
cifist convictions have been conceded as facts from the beginning . 
The only question before the Court is: Ma~r reli:3ious conscienti ous 
objectors to compu.lso:-y military training in peacetime rely upon t:w 
religious or civil rigJt guarantees of the Constitution for prote c
tion? rTever before :1as an~' high court ruled upon this ques t ion . 
(One basic difference between the present case and the Macintos: case 
is that Hamilton and Reynolds are seekinG Conr.titutional sanction for 
a peacetime privilege or rig:1t, wl-1ereas Professor MacIntosh oougl1t 
sanction for a privilege or right to be exercised in wartime . ) Tl1e 
Hamilton-Reynolds case, you see, will be a real test for the Cons ti 
tution itself, for it will reveal tl1e capacity of that i:1strument--
a s interpreted b:· t~1e present Court--to adapt itself to the anti
militarist conscierce whic:1 we have seen emerging i. the relig io s 
life of post-War ,AJ:nericD, and w:1ich we ourselves :1:ive no ris>ed by 
our common lab or. 

A fe1r1 more uords about procedu re: Your stat ement ought to 
be short and to the point. You are not expected to speak as a rep
resentative of our organization; you , ill speo...'\c as an individual . 
Our hop e is t:1at t .. :..e sta ter1ents will be carried by botl--.. the A!=:soci
a ted Press a.vid the United Press chains. \Th ether the s tateme11ts can 
be l1andled more effectivel:,' t! roulf1 our office, or wl1et: er they should 
be transmitted by you directly to our press contact s, is a detail of 
p rocedu:r-e upon w~1icl1 we have not as yet received conclusive advice. 
You will be advised on t h is point by wire on the dar the Court's de
cision is rendered. 

For the present we are Jnterestod in your pror.rpt reply to 
one questton: .A:re you willing to prepare a statement for the press_ ,........... 
in connection with this decision? If so, please let un lmow b r e
turn mail. Then on the day the Court's decision is rendered -:,,01 vrill 
hear either from us or from a newspaper man wl1om we s~1nll ref er to 
you . Of course you will reserve for yourself the right to wi t:u1old 
vour statement if circumstances not no,v foreseen s!1ou ld attend tl1e 
Cou rt's ruling. 

An t icipat ing our affirr;1ative repl~' • we remain 

Ever 

P. S. The Mimeographed enclosures may be of interest and ,nlue to vou . 



SUPREi·,fE OOURT HEARS R. O. T. C. RZSISTA!TCE C.ASE 

Form..'l.l argument in a. c~.se whose ou.tcome prorni~es to have far
reaching implications for compulsory rnili tary trc?.ining--,7hich prevails 
in 90 colleges and universities and 28 civil secondary sc.:h0ols in Uni
ted States--was presented before the U. S. Supreme Court on October 17 
and 18. The case involved two student conscientious objectors, Albert 
Hamil ton a"'ld .Alonzo Reynolds, Jr., and e1e Univer::d ty of California at 
Los .Ane::eles, and reached. t':le S,.ipreme Court on an a.pp~,.,.l from a decis1 on 
re,1dered on January 8 last by California Supreme Court \7hicl1 sustained 
the University's suspension of tl1e students because of t;-.eir refusal to 
attend military classes. 

Mr. John Benrd.sley of Los ~eles, counsel for t:rn st-udents, 
contended t::at tl1e R. C. T. C. is an inteeral part of t:~e Federal r.-iil
i tary es tablishr.tent a~1rl t>:.d c )i.•:?1l;:1:•ry membership and serv~ ce in the 
Federal military ectablish."!lent in time of :peace amounts to an abridge
ment of tt.e privileges and irnmuni ties of ci tiZfms of the United States, 
and thus violates t.1e 14th .Amendment. In contending tl1at freedom fron 
enforced military service in time of pen.ce is nn ir:-ir: 1.nity and privi
lege of United States citizens, Mr. Beardsley ' el<l. that without speci
fic authorization by Act of Congress not even the Federal government 
has power to compel service in any branch of t:1e Federal ., ili tary es
tablishment . He also contended that military training ir::pozed upon 
conscientious objectors, such as Rnmilton a 1d Reynolds, was violative 
of freedom of religion as 511arantee<i by t:1e 1st .Amendme:..1t, and that 
compulsory mili tar;' training is contrary to the spirit if not the let
ter of the Kellog~ Pact. 

Mr. John U. Calkins, Jr., of San Frnncisco, servin6 as counsel 
for the Regents of t!'le University of California, filed a brief in op 
posit ion to Mr. :Seards le:.r' s in which he ars1..1.ed: That the S~prcme Court 
had no jurisdiction in the case since the ~ilitary traininG require-
ment is not a statute but merely a scholastic rcG',llation: tnat Ha.~ilton 
and Reynolds as ci tizcns of t:1c United States a.id not :1ave a right to 
attend the University of California; c1nJ. t;1< t t.::.ey }rn.ve suffered no in
vasion of any rig~t of relieiou freedom since t~ey were merely forbid
den to continue as students unless t:iey cornpliod ...,;i h University recu
lations. Mr. Calkins also coi1.tended that e:e R. o. T. C. wns not a part 
of the military forces of the United Stat s, and that cor.pulsory mili
tary training was not violative of t:1e Kelloge Pact sinr.e the Pact did 
not outlaw defensive war ond since it permittecl he use of arr.ed defe·ase 
other t.1n.n war. 

The Supreme Court is eJ...'l)ected to re1 der its decision in the case 
on November 12th . 



.. 

:Before tl1e U. S. Su::;:')re!i1e Court is :i.n rrppenJ of ti·;-'.) student co:n
sci en t ious objectors '\"lho vrn::..1 e susper.d.ed fron tl·.e Univcrsi t. · of Cn.lifornia 
because tl1ey refused to clrill ur:d0r -~be 8t .... Lde,:i.t R . o. 11. C, 

This cn.se diffe:.·s frc:.1 one brourht on simil'.lr 'j1·011nds last ye'lr 
b U • • t - 1r ~ l .1.. • t "1h h. • t ~ d ~ t , F d Y a. rnvers. y 01 ,v ... 1rY.L!1U.. s ..,11u. e-·1 • ...~.~ ign co1,..r r ,;:i'.: r;e .:;o 8.:-::e e __ 
erc,l ~i1-'.risdicti0n in t:-ia~. case , b11t -lt ·:1as asked onl;v ',o :i.E orpret ?, if.arv
lru1d statute . 

Co l"".sel for the Calif')rnta s t,,d . ts :1.p er\ls nl1. n }1ifi:lcr ;round , 
t:-iat in ref.._~si:lg od1-:atian wi thont milt t(:::-y dr;_ll t~1e U:1ivers!. ty of Cal
ifornia i~ denying r11li:;:i.011 ·· :reedo:n as t-,u:ra...,~ePd b:~· t:l.P. Co:1st·tution . 
It is intere~~ing that: t~1eir nttorne:.r is Joh F,e·u·J.sle7, ·,:10 ·n 1931 
CT.rf, 10<.l the en.so of Ye t ta St::.·or,11~ e::-g , ~on·;i c t ed ,.u~c1.er t.}1 .J C:1..l if ornio. 11 re ~ 
flQ.f; law , 11 In ru.li nr.: acn.innt Cnli:o.cr.i.~ t"iien the ti . s. Supreme Cou rt, 
for the first ti'!"'lo , i i•V'liicln,t nLl n. stai.-; Jaw in 0rdm:' to 1irotect t:10 con
stitutional principle~ o:7 frf'e s-;1eP-C:1 . 1 ow l.:r . B');·.rrlr-J.e:, is n.skL-·r.; t}_e 
high coU1·t to 1.oid a 1.1niver~i t? :-i.·nlin::; to roi.cct frL-do :-. of co. science . 

church orcanizations , 
ti:le last 10 yc~r~ , 65 
in.G ar.Q 14 ;;i.ndn it r.1.:-1 

~,,c'-i· -, t·-"..,., ::ir0. '1""''7 --'--~ .. _ •!_~ .:.'Cll~. c,.., , • t . .U.J. " 

i·.1 cJ.11·li'1[; t} eir O\m ::ot:.or,.:i..st ~ -J.r, .. ,i.,~[•Lion . Ir1 
i:-rntitutions of le• 1:,~ , ·m; 11·0 Jed .:-.il-i_t,. ry '~r,,,,in
cl ect ivc course . 

Goose-s ep mli· c·1.tion j r, not educatio,1. 

\ as;dn~to,1 n.il7 :Ne,·,s , 
Cc obAr 18, 1934 
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lcLASS OF SERVICE DESIRE~ CHECK 

DOMESTIC CABLE WESTERN TELEGRAM FULL RATE 

DAY LETTER DEFERRED ACCT'G INFMN. 

NIGHT NIGHT 

ON MESSAGE LETTER UNI NIGHT WEEK END 
LETTER LETTER TIME FILED 

Patrons should check cl888 of &erviee 
desired; otherwise message will be 

transmitted as a full-rate 
commani<"ation. NEWCOMB CARLTON. ,-,U1:s 10l!NT J.C. WILLEVER 0 FIRST VICl! · PAl!81DENT 

-- . -- - - --
Send tlie/ollon,ing musage, subject to tlie terms on back, hereof, wliicli are hereby agreed to Novi=mberl4, 1934 

19 

To COMMIT 1~E OU MILIJ.A.RIS!.1 IN EDUCATION 

Street and No. 2929 Broadway, N. Y. 

Place 

I SliALL BE PLEASED TO PREPARE A STA1:rE.AE1{T FOR THE PRESS IN C0!hTEGTI011 WITH 

THE DECISIONS OF THE SUPREME COURT 

A. H. Silv~,. 

-. 

Sender's address 
THE QUICKEST, SUREST AND SAFEST WAY TO SEND MONEY 

Sender's telephone 

Jar reference 
IS BY TELEGRAPH OR CABLE 

number 
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2929 BROADWAY, NEW YORK CITY 
• 893 

OFFICERS 
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KENNETll ,v ALSBR 

.. ove:n er 16, 1931• 

Rab i Ab a Lillel 
:Euclid Ave. c; 10 
Clevelcnd, O.n.o 

'ilver 
S ... . _1 . '!".'I 

,.;J . 

Dear abbi Silver: 

T1 an.;: ·ou ver mu.ch for your ro11 t replLP to our recen~ 
let er . i,e }i~d m:my good reasons to believe t1 e u ...,rerne Court 
would r ender .:.. t C..ccision in the Ce.lifor.1ia consc o ,j ec t r 
case l,~st .~o'1da;r. It did not do ... o, 0'\79V, r. ie 1 no loo~ 

Ol" arc. to t ... e decision ::1ex-'.; fondn.. ~, ::ovemucr l' t.1. , or on . deci
sion d~y so on t. ere, .ft er. 

As indicated Jn our ear ier letter , we 1 o_ e cirCUI .stan.c ~ 
lill "')er: it· 0ur civir- a state1,1ent to t· e ress in corn: .. ent u on 
the _ourt ' s decision in ti1is case ··,en ti .anded do 1 . Af:..ir1.n.
tive r eplies ... o.ve been reccnved from sever of t 1 .1.e crti s to _ om 
,, e ·.rrote . 

I have t:i1ree su-c.::·estion to offer for IIU> ::ing t 1e release 
o;: : our st ..... ternent L:!.Ore effective: 

=irst : Give ; our stat .. e~ t to J. .. e local n r es co~iacts t .. ro ~· .. 
\l_ o ou or inaril rt:le "e your ne, aner ub.Lici t ; 

Secon : I nqu.:..re of vour locc?l press con· ac ~s .s... ~~ner or not 
t ... e c-- 1 mt :,.-our st~ • ... e1 ent on J.he "' d UP ire • If t. e crumot 
do so t .. e:J1selves, t ey 11 y e a le d willing to ive you t.1. c , d-
dresses of t e no,, est n 1d UP burec'lU"", in ·1h1ch c "'e I m1 lld sur-

est t: •. t •ou send COl1ie"' of your state1:ient 1.rectl • to thein e· t or 
b~ d let ... er re or b ecial deliver r1~.il ; 

the 
co 1.e 

Third: If 
an o! AP 

.. ou c re una le to ct co '.>ies OI vour ta tei 1ent ::..nto 
.d U r e resentat1. es in ronr are. , nle ,..e send 

of vour e1 cnt b r d T let t er wire to the follov in :"!" ·1 rt · e 

, • Tneodore Koop, A ~c 1 cted Press 
.ad.1.son Avenue 
orK it"" .. 

l • er ert · ,i t~le , Scrin s-· oward Pre o A <"OC l , tion 
132' Tew ork Avenue 

• • 

The R. 0. T. C. not only challenges the morality of civilization by its jungle-man ethic , but it thru ts a type of training and an attitude of mind into the 
college atmosphere which is thoroughly incompatible with the spirit of democracy and of cience. The pirit of free cooperation, which is the ba is of democracy, 
and the spirit of emancipated curio ity, which i the ba i of cience, are both alike imperiled by the military mind which makes unthinking obedience the 1ummiim 
bo,aum in the hierarchy of virtue .- Reinhold Nicb11llr. 



Ra i Ab1)c~ Lill el • 11 ver ove1: oer 1 , 1 34 

• e s_ ould be na.np • to receive a co~:~ o:f w:--.... ever st, to1.1c. ~ 
~ou rele,~s to t._e l)resr, if' .·o, C"'re to sen, it to us . 

7itL renm-:ed a rcci ... tion fo_4 ·our co. i :u11~ interer-t :::-nd 
su 1"'1ort , I rmnai::i 

,-=,incerel: your,.. , 
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Committee on Militarism in Education- Pioneer 
By AGATHA VARELA 

The Committee on Mili
tarism in Education is fac
ing the greatest challenge 
in its history. With the 
War Department Appro
priation Bill for 1936 
reaching the unprecedented 
peace time total of $401,-
998,179, a million dollar in
crease is provided for new 
ROTC units (probably 
113) in schools and col
leges. It is expected that 
most of the new units will 
be establi bed in public 
high school with probably 
two-thirds operating on a 
compul ory rather than on 

EDWIN JOHNSON an elective basis. This will 
mean, according to the 
CME calculations, that 

from 30,000 to 60,000 students will be added to the 148,-
000 already subjected to military training financed and 
administered by the ,var Department. 

Consequently the CME is engaged in an active oppo
sition campaign. All interested in the organization are 
asked to report to headquarters any local signs of the 
e tabli hment of new ROTC units and to organize groups 
of influential local leaders to combat any move toward 
the e tabli hment of such ROTC units in their com
munities. 

CME Fills 
Vital Need 

These arc the mo t immediate concerns of the CME, 
but they form only a small part of it whole ambitiou 
program. The organization, who e distingui hed chair
man i Profc 'sor George A. Coe, came into being nine 
years ago olely becau e of the acute need for concentra
tion on thi pba e of the peace movement. Almo t single
handed, it till carries on it ambitious work. If the 
C.l\lIE were to go out of existence tomorrow, another 
similar organization would ri e to take it place, because 
the work i. so vital that it cannot be ignored. ome idea 
of the odds against which it work may be gained from 
the fact that annually ongress appropriate about four 
million dollar , for the ROTC, exclu ive of the co t of 
officer ' salaries a, signed to duty, and of materials and 
equipment apportioned from the regular War Depart
ment stock. In all, about three hundred schools and 
colleges in the country have some form of military train
ing ubsidized by the War Department. To fight thi 
octopus-like foe, the Cl\1E mu t rely upon a budget of 
les than ten thousand dollars annually. 

CME an 
Active Group 

The ME is on of the mo t picture que member of 
the whole peace movement. Even in it more opulent 
moment , it till r scmblc very closely it de cription 
in the May 1933 i ue of Harper's Magazine: "There is 
that comparative ragamuffin, the Committee on Mili-

tari m in Education, which consists, for \Yorking pur
poses, of two youna men in a dilapidated back room fur
nished with chairs that must be sat on cnref ully le t they 
fall apart: budget, $ ,000, and they're lucky if they get 
it: luncheon , if any, fifty cent one , Dutch treat. Yet 
all over the country the military propagandists arc con
stantly harnsscd by this Committee and unque tionably 
would like to put a bounty on the head of the two 
young men." 
01·ganization Formulates 
Basic Beliefs 

When the CME was founded in 1925, its working pro
gram was drawn up on the basi of several definite be
liefs. The fir t was that "The Committee favors the 
abolition of all compul ory military training in civil 
educational in titution . It i believed ihat compulsory 
military training i un-American, un-democratic, un
necessary for national defcn e and a tcp toward mili
tarism. Second: the Committee favors the abolition of 
all military training in public high schools and with
drawal of Federal aid from private school of such rank 
giving military training. . . . Third: the Committee op
poses the sales methods of the military training enthu
siasts who recommend military drill a phy ical training, 
character training, training for citizenship, etc., and who 
try to popularize it through the u c of honorary girl 
officers, snappy uniform , ub idies to student , honors, 
prizes, di plays, review , etc. Fourth: the Committee i 
opposed to the Federal sub idizing and War Department 
control of military training in civil educational in titu
tions as opening the way to centralized bureaucratic in
terference with the freedom and integrity of educational 
authority in the individual school, college or university. 
Fifth: the Committee favor genuine phy ical education 
for all students. It believe . . . that it will better pre
pare our youth for the cvcntualiti s of life than military 
training. ixth: the ommittce advocates the estab
li hment of high school and college cour es on the cau cs 
of war and methods of international cooperation." 

Countless studies of the ubject have been made in an 
effort to determine the actual character-building and 
itizen hip-training value of military training. All im

partial report , including finding by the American 
.Phy ical Education As ociation, the ational Educa
tion A ociation, and the World ◄ dcration of Teacher , 
reveal that the claim of the militarist are greatly ex
aggerated. The EA rcporL tate that "the ideals of 
the kind of obedience and of general conduct aimed at by 
military exercise arc be t represented by the word 
'martinet' which the e exercise long ago contributed to 
our educational vocabulary-ideals which every teacher 
who aim at real character-development eek to avoid. 
Tho e who favor military drill maintain that it is the 
most effective means of developing patriotic feeling. 
But, if we look beneath the urface, we find that mili
tary patrioti m may be no deeper and no more last ing 
than military obedience." 

Combats Militarizing 
of CCC 

A recently developed part of the organization' work 
ha to do with combatting the militarizing of 
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camps. Last winter the CME took the lead in organ
izing opposition to the War Department-inspired bills 
designed to add military drill to the CCC program. In 
a petition to President Roosevelt, signed by more than 
150 prominent educators, churchmen, publicists and 
others, a powerful protest was voiced. The petition de
clared: "During the critical early days of your Admin
istration it may have been necessary to rely upon War 
Department personnel and organization to launch suc
cessfully the CCC project. But with the passing of the 
more serious phase of the crisis, it seems to us, the ad
ministration and control of the CCC might well be re
turned and strictly limited to civilian leadership while, 
on the other hand, the War Department should be re
lieved of occupation with such a non-military function 
so that its personnel may devote their full time to such 
responsibilities of technical military defense as may or
dinarily rest upon them. If changes in the character of 
the CCC are to be made, it seems to us, they should be 
in the direction of building it up into a highly trained 
force of forestry professionals, possibly under the joint 
jurisdiction of the Division of Forestry of the Depart
ment of Agriculture and the National Park Service of 
the Department of Interior, and entirely free from every 
taint or suggestion of military control or administration." 

An important phase of the work of the CME is its re
search activities. Its detailed studies of the problems of 
military training and the latest developments form a 
large part of the ammunition of local groups working in 
various parts of the country. 

Advises Groups 
and Individuals 

The CME is in contact with organized groups and in
dividuals in all parts of the country, fighting the whole 
is ue of military training. Letters continually pour into 
the ew York office from individuals rebelling against 
compulsory military training in schools and colleges, and 
a king help from the CME. Here is a typical letter from 
a college freshman: "Saw your article on military train
ing in the Buffalo Times, and am writing for literature 
and suggestions. Please send two sets, one for me and 
another for a friend. Would it be possible to get a list 
of teachers who are opposed to militarism so that I could 
govern my studies accordingly? I have a living to make 
after awhile and do not wish to carry such dead wood in 
my education." 

The CME sponsors the cause of such con cientious 
objectors, and at several colleges has achieved notable 
results in gaining exemption fol' such students. At other 
universities and colleges ROTC units have been abol
ished altogether. During 1934 such a development took 
place at De Pauw University, while at New York Uni
versity Arts College and at the University of Minnesota, 
action was taken to abolish compulsory military drill. 

Steps in the 
CME Development 

The steps leading up to the present situation, in which 
the CME is a factor to be reckoned with, have been 
many and tedious, for the organization has had to build 
up a whole background of education for its position be
fore it was able to function effectively. During the first 
phase of its career, its chief work was to expose the 
philosophy of brutal militarism which was being propa
gated through the ROTC. So effective was the work of 
the Committee that much of the "realistic militarism" 
wa deleted from military manuals, bayonet practice wa 

abolished, and military advocates shifted their tack to 
popularizing and "sugar-coating" military drill. 

The second step was to reveal the fake militarism 
being propagated through the ROTC. The literature of 
the CME during this period showed up the devices used 
to make military training more attractive to students, 
such as smart uniforms, military balls, prizes and 
awards, cadet pay, etc. 

Third, because of the number of cases in various parts 
of the country in which conscientious objector to mili
tary training were suspended or otherwi e penalized, the 
CME made it its chief work to sponsor their cau e and 
to get just action for them and to have their educational 
rights and privileges restored. In two cases court action 
was undertaken in defense of su pended con cientious 
ROTC resisters, with the CME providing leadership m 
raising the necessary funds. 

Embarks on 
Legislative Phase 

Following the adver e ruling by the U. S. Supreme 
Court in the case of Hamilton and Reynolds vs. the 
University of California, the campaign against militar
ism in education moved forward to its fourth and most 
recent phase-its legislative phase. 

The Supreme Court's decision showed conclusively 
that it must be by State and National legislation and 
thro11gh the action of regents in tax-supported in titu
tions, rather than through the courts, that exemption 
from compulsory military training must be obtained. 
The Morrill Act, establishing the land grant colleges, 
has been interpreted by both the Attorney General of 
the United States and former Secretary of Interior Work 
a permitting the drill to be either compulsory or optional, 
while the War Department has often pointed out that 
the National Defense Act places responsibility for the 
matter upon local authorities. 

Meanwhile Congressional opposition to voting funds 
for compulsory military training grows more vigorous. 
During the debate in the 74th Congress on Appropria
tions for the War Department, Representative Marcan
tonio of New York introduced in the House an amend
ment to withhold Federal funds from tax-supported 
colleges where military training is compulsory, in an 
attempt to make it unnecessary for "young men who are 
seeking a higher education to goose- tep through the 
campus and mentally goose- tep in the cla room." 

Repre entative O'Malley of Wi con in, speaking for 
the amendment, said "the building up of a militaristic 
machine, the creation of a militaristically inclined class 
of citizenry in this country, starting with the attempt to 
mould growing minds into the idea that war is inevitable 
and mu t always come, is the surest way to start a war." 

enator Frazier of North Dakota offered a similar 
amendment in the Senate. In the debate on this issue, 
the North Dakota Senator presented statistics showing 
that it co ts the Government more to maintain an ROTC 
unit in an institution where military training is com
pulsory than in an institution where such training is 
voluntary. 

Today, the CME is sponsoring a bill drafted by Ken
neth Wal er, a New York attorney who serves on the 
Executive Board of the CME, which it expects soon to 
have introduced concurrently in the House and Senate. 
The bill provides for an amendment to the Defense Act 
which would abolish and prohibit compulsion in military 
training units maintained by Federal funds. 
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Committee on Militarism in Education 
2929 Broadway 
New York City 

Date .................................................................................. - 193 

I desire to participate in your work by contributing to its budget. 

I enclose ............................................................... dollars herewith. 

I riedge ........................................................................ dollars payable ......................................................................................................................... . 

N ame··············································································································································-·············································································································· 

Add res ............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................. . 

City ............................................................................................................................... State .................................... •·················································································-····· 

D On the other side I suggest names and addresses of persons who may be interested or willing to I Ip. 



Rev. Dr. Alvin C. Goddard, Treasurer 

COMMITTEE ON MILITARISM IN EDUCATION 

2929 Broadway 

New York City 
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C. M, E. FACES '1'HE DE.AD LI~ 

A eris ls confronts the Committee on Militarism in Education which calls for 

immedi~te action. Nine years ago when the O. M. E. was first organized, President Ar

thur E, Morgan wrote, 11 The battle for war or peace is being fought today in our schools 

and colleges 11 • Last June The Christian Century in an editorial commenting on the school 

~.roar just closed, said "It has been made memorable for educator~ as the year in whi ch 

tho issue of peace has b ocome central to the lif c of tho campus. 11 

Throughout the nine years between these two statements the Committee on },~ili

tarism in Education has been the unique agency to which stµdcnts, facul t:y members, pcac_Q 

1rganizations, churches and citizens have turned for nccurate information, source !"!·~:~:r. · 

Lal, and. experienced advice in carryii:ig on their opposition to compulsory drill and n:.:.1-

1 tarism in high school and university. It has also initiated state wide and nationa l 

legislative campaigns and assisted 1.n carrying the . issu e of consci ence versus mili ta:d si:. 

~ight up to the Supreme Court of the United States. 

But the double difficulty of the economic depres s ion and increase of mili t,'1r

ism throughout the world has in the last three years placed the Comrni t t ee in a po sj tion 

where it can no longer continue its work unless fina.ncial reinforcements are brouQlt~o 

it soon. Is the battle too unequal to be worth ,wf; ing? Well, even in such n. di s ccur

aging time of war preparation as tho last t1wvelvc months, some :notable victories f or 

oeacc have been won in our field: 

1. University of Minnesota announced that beginning next fall it will no longer 
require students to take military training. This is the second 11 1An d grant" 
institution in the country to make the course optional. 

2. DePauw University in Indiana began the year with tho abolition of all mili
tary drill. 

3. New York University (College of Arts Md Scionces) announced the abolition 
of the compulsory feature of military training to begin in the fnll of 1935. 

4. University of New Hampshire set a precedent in exempting six students from 
military training on grounds of conscientious objection. 

5, Similai;- action was tal~en by Michigan State College for one student. 

6. :Sill H., 'R. 5593, initiated by the War Department to add two months to the en
listment period of Civilian Conservation Corps "for the purpose of intensive 
military training" has been blocked since February, and we hopo permanently 
defcatod, by a petition to Prosidont Roosevelt signod by ovor 150 wcll-lmo\m 



citizens and sent to 500 newspa.pers. The C. M. E. did the entire work of 
drawing up petition, securing signatures a..~d handling publicity. 

Summarizing incompletely the score of our side since 1920, sixty-seven educa

tional institutions have abolished War Department military training, while since 1923 

thirteen others have changed it from a compulsory to elective basis. The other side 

1ave scored th~ir victories too; but the point is that our effort is not hopeless, how

➔Ver difficult. Continuation of the work of the C. M. E. should contribute to further 

~esults in the local field. It would also enable the C. M. E. to carry forward its im

)Ortant Federal legislative program. This program, upon which mu.ch preliminary work h:3-s 

already been done, embraces the promotion of an amendment to Section 40 of the National 

)efense Act which uould abolish compulsion in tho R. o. T. C. 

Just at this juncture, when the re~ent flood of military appropriations hac 

)Ut into the hands of the War Department $1,000,000 for new R. o. T. C. units, the Co~ 

nittee on Militarism in Education is faced with the most serious financial crisis in :t: 

1istory. The Committee was forced tuo years ago to reduce its staff to one Secretary 

and one stenographer whose salaries are respectively only $2,400 and $1,430, but the con

tinued falling off of contributions due to the depression and the impossibility of our 

redu_ced staff carrying the Committee's work nnd at the srune time raising its annual bud

get of $10,000, has resulted in an accumulatiQn of bills to the printer and bills for 

salary ~hich will sink us unless they are met. To clQar up everything and keep the uork 

going with vigour $5,000 is needed before December 31. 

And before the college year begins in September the Committee mu.st be in a po-

sition to inform its Secretary whether it can regularly pay his salary or not. If this 

WJSurgnco • QOJ\not be given the Commit tee mµs t disband. It 1s the unanimous convict ion of 

our Executive ~oard that the Committee could not got ano~er Secretary as c.xpcriencod 

and able as Mr. Johnson at anything like as low a salary. Consequently the life of the 

Conrnittee nQw hangs on the response in gifts and pledges which contributors will make 

this summer• 

What will you do? Won't you reply at once on the enclosed card? And get 

others to aid? 

GEORGE A COE, Chairman• 
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NORTH DAKOTA ENDS COMPULSORY DRILL 
Compulsory military training has been abolished 

in North Dakota. The action resulted from the en
actment of a bill which passed the North Dakota 
House on January 28 by a vote of 59 to 46, the 
Senate on February 9 by a vote of 28 to 20, and 
was signed by Governor William A. Langer on Mon
day, February 15th. Drafted as a measure "for
bidding compulsory military training and tactics in 
State-supported educational institutions," the new 
law will have the effect of ending compulsory en
rollment in the R. 0. T. C. units at North Dakota 
Agricultural College ( a land grant institution) and 
at the University of North Dakota. 

By its adoption of this measure North Dakota be
comes the third State to shift military training in its 
land grant and State institutions from a compulsory 
to a voluntary enrollment basis. In 1923 the shift 
was made at the University of Wisconsin by act of 
the Wisconsin Legislature; a similar change was 
made at the University of Minnesota in 1934 by 
decision of the University's Board of Regents. 

In addition to the land grant institutions which 
have already made the change, at least thirteen other 
colleges and universities, since 1923, have shifted 
their R. 0. T. C. units from a compulsory to volun
tary enrollment basis, or have abolished them entirely. 
To date the list reads as follows : 

Uaivenlty of Wlaeomln, 1923 
Pomona Collese, 1924 
Bo.ton UaivenJt7, 1926 
Collese of the City of New York, 1926 
De Pauw Uaivenlty, 1927 
Geoqetown Uaivenlty, 1927 
California lnatltute of TeehnoloSY, 1929 
Northweetern Unlvenlty (Dental Collese), 1929 
Emory Unlvenlty, 1930 
Unlvenlty of Clnclnnatl, 1931 
Roee Polytechnic lmdhlte, 1932 
Unlvenlty of Utah, 1933 
Unlvenlt7 of Minnet10ta, 1934 
New York Unlvenlty, 1935 
North Dakota Apicultural Collese, 1937 
Unlvenlty of North Dakota, 1937 

During the same period, according to our informa
tion, no institution of higher learning has shifted 
military training from a voluntary to a compulsory 
enrollment basis. The accumulating evidence sug
gests that there is a slow but steady tide running 
against compulsory drill. 

Long Criuade Lead• To J' ictory 
The North Dakota change did not come about 

without a bitter fight. Years of crusading effort on 
the part of the North Dakota Farmers Union have 
been devoted to the issue, much to the unceasing 
dismay of the American Legion and other reactionary 
groups. The North Dakota Agricultural College 
chapter of Scabbard and Blade, honorary military 
society, opposed the voluntary drill proposal with 
all its might, and was none too scrupulous in so do
ing. Colonel J. D. Easton, head of the R. 0. T. C. 
unit at N. D. A. C., was quoted in The Spectrum, 
student newspaper, as saying that he would recom
mend that the War Department discontinue the 
R. 0. T. C. unit entirely if the voluntary enrollment 
bill were adopted by the Legislature. Dr. C. S. Put
nam, head of the Gold Star Band at N. D. A. C., 
participated in the circulation of false rumors by 
stating that "if the Legislature should decide to re
move compulsory drill, there will be no band." Pre
sumably, his point was that the enactment of the 
proposed bill would cause the War Department to 
"crack down" on the Agricultural College by with
holding appropriations for the band. 

Scabbard & Blade "Rabble-roiuing'' 
Student members of Scabbard and Blade, taking 

their cue from Colonel Easton and Dr. Putnam, 
spread unsubstantiated reports that the State would 
suffer loss of Federal funds if the proposed meas
ure became law, and supplemented these falsehoods 
with a flood of "Red-scare" propaganda. Following 
a Scabbard and Blade demonstration against the 
pending bill, the undergraduate editor of The Spec
trum described the affair as a "rabble-rousing convo
cation . . . pre-arranged to bring out mob sentiment 
in support of the adherents of compulsory drill." 
The convocation hall was covered with signs and 
placards making personal attacks on faculty mem
bers supporting the voluntary drill proposal, and on 
Mr. C. W. Fine, sponsor of the measure in the North 
Dakota Senate. Other signs carried slogans urging 
"Keep the College out of the Red," and suggesting 
the choice was between the "Gold Star Band or Red 
Flag." The student editor criticized the sponsors of 
the meeting for the "decidedly shabby treatment" 
given the supporters of the proposed bill-they "were 
heckled in a disgraceful manner"-and said that 
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"the sophomoric mud-slinging directed at faculty and 
student members was despicable." 

The super-patriotic Scabbard and Blade boys evi
dently overplayed their hand; their efforts turned 
out to be a boomerang. Two student supporters 
of the bill, who had been hissed and booed at the 
convocation, carried a first-hand report of the event 
to Senator Fine and his Senate Committee on Edu
cation, and the Committee was undoubtedly im
pressed. Possibly the Committee concluded that the 
Scabbard and Blade boys had only revealed them
selves for what they are, incipient fascists, and de
cided that the time had come to place some kind of 
a damper on the forces suspected of cultivating their 
fascist mentality. In any event, the enate received 
a favorable Committee report on the bill, and then, 
after extended debate, adopted the rnea ure by a 
vote of 28 to 20. Six days later Governor Langer's 
signature made the measure law. 

Those Deserving Credit 
redit for the orth Dakota victory mu t go not 

only to enator Fine and Mr. v illiam Godwin, 
Majority Floor Leader of the H ou. e, but also to 
th other progressive Farmers Union enators and 
Representatives; to fr. Morris Erickson, Secretary 
of the orth Dakota Farmers Union; to the State 
College Local No. 265 of the American Federation 
of Teachers; and to the student members of the 
College Farmers Union Local at . D. A. C. 

Now that Wisconsin, Minnesota and North Da
kota have made the change, whi h tate will be next? 

MASSACHUSETTS LEGISLATIVE 
DRIVE UNDER WAY 

Encouraging progress is being made by the iv~~s a
elm etts Committee Against Compulsory Military 
Training in mobilizing public support for its bill 
which was recently filed in the Massachusetts House 
of Representative by Charles H. Morrill of Haver
hill. umbered House Bill No. 1082, the prop ed 
mea ure would amend ection 3 of Chapter 71 of 
the General Law , o as to read as follows: 

. ection 3. The ex ercises in the public schooL may 
includ calisthenics, gymnastics and military drill ; but no 
pupil shall be required to take part in any military exer
cise or cour e o f military drill or military training with
out the wri tten con cnt of his parent or guardian, nor 
hall any military drill or military training be given 

during regular school hours; neither shall any student 
in any college, univer ity or institute within the common
wealth ( excepting ssentially military schools) be re
quired to enroll in any course of military drill or military 
cience or any other military subject unless he voluntaril v 

elects to do o, and no pupil or student hall be depri ved 
of his diploma or degree, or be otherwise penalized. fo r 
not taking military drill or military training where the 
. ame may be off red. 

Lead rs of the Mas achusetts campaign d dare 
that more than fifty educational, cultural, religiou . 
youth and labor groups are supporting their prop ed 
bill. hearing on the measure, before th Joint 
Committee on Education of the Massachusetts . en
ate and House, is . cheduled to be held on Febru
ary 23rd. 

M. I. T. TO EXEMPT DRILL OBJECTORS 
Beginning next September, for a trial period of 

two years, student objectors to compulsory military 
training at Massachusetts Institute of Technology 
will be allowed opportunity to substitute alternative 
courses for the military training requirements, ac
cording to a recent decision of the M. I. T. faculty 
which was made public on January 11th. The ex
emption and alternative choice, it is understood, will 
be limited to students whose objections to R. 0. 
T. C. work are based on "sincere r ligious or moral 
grounds," and the proposed alternative will include 
"such studies as international law, history of arbitra
tion, diplomacy, or possibly an independent cour e 
chosen with the approval of a faculty) committee 
of specialists." 

By special dispensation the new plan will be retro
active in the case of Kenneth Arnold, M. I. T. certi
ficate graduate of '36 who forfeited his academic 
degree because of his refusal, on grounds of religious 
conscience, to complete the required military courses. 
Arnold will be allowed to get his degree by complet
ing a special program of work, including a special 
examination to be outlined by President Compton's 
faculty committee. 

Military training has been compulsory at M. I. T. 
since the establishment of the Institute more than 
seventy years ago. According to The Tech, the re
cent faculty decision came as a "distinct surprise" to 
campus leaders who have agitated for many years 
for some modification in the compulsory drill policy. 
Nonetheless the student editor sounded a sensible 

,varning: "Th only catch in the new attitude tak n 
by the faculty eems to be that it may be difficult to 
pick out ju t the ne who are 'conscientiou ' in th ir 
hjcction." In other words, the editor fore ees that 

the new policy may present certain admini trative 
difficulties. lt i not unreasonable to fear that the 
difficulties may prov so impossible that the M. I. T. 
authorities will f el justified in swinging back to a 
·lean-cut, hard-boiled policy of compulsory drill for 
all student , with exemptions for none, and ummary 
su pension for tho:e who don't like it. This very 
thing has happened at Ohio tate University. M.I.T. 
owes it to it elf, as well as to the student and to 
the general public to which it has undeniable respon
sibilities, to guard carefully against such blunders a 
have besmirched Ohio tate's reactionary record 
since 1934. 
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MORE "EDUCATIONAL NAZI - ISM" AT OHIO STATE 
. The Columbus Citizen on January 5, 1937, pub

hs_hed a ph?tograph sho~ing Dr. George \V. Right
mire, Pres1?~nt ?f <?hio State Univer ity, among 
others, parttc1pa~mg 1~ a t~ee-planting ceremony on 
the c~mpu of his University. The photograph, in
terestingly enough, wa entitled " nother 'Peace 
Tree' Starts Growing." 

But the realism of Dr. Rightmire' devotion to 
peac~ is. patheti~ally less humorous than tragic, for 
the ironic part 1s that the tree planting took place 
on the sa~1e day that President Rightmire sent rather 
blunt. notices to two student conscientiou objectors, 

Iernll Barnebey and Robert Pinches, stating that 
they could not remain students at the University un
les they would compromise their religious convic
tions by continuing to participate in the warfare tech
niques taught in the campus R. 0. T. C. t the ame 
time, the University administration made itself the 
victim. of obvious self-condemnation, insofar as its 
educational standards are concerned. For by en
forcing its reactionary military regulation it turned 
out of its doors the tudent who la t year received 
the Danforth Award, based on outstanding mental, 
physical, spiritual and social attribute . This award 
is the most distinctive and valued prize for Fresh
man Agricultural student . 

Arbitrary Denial of Religious Freedom 
In this incident we also see the way in which com

pulsory military training denies any reality to the 
American constitutional right to freedom of religion 
and conscience. Here are two students who e sin
cerity, whose honesty, whose religiou beliefs and 
practices are not even challenged by those opposing 
them. They are members in good standing of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church under whose ecclesias
tical law and pronouncements they have taken their 
stand. The Board of Bishops of their church has, 
just within the last few weeks, made a pronounce
ment which is in direct support of their position. 
And yet they have been expelled from their own 
tate university for being good Methodists, for being 
incere, honest, and intelligently courageous in their 

Christian convictions. The seriousness of the sit
uation a a concern of the Methodi t Episcopal 
Church i suggested by the word of Charles F. 
Boss, Executive Secretary of the \Vorld Peace Com
mission of the Methodist Episcopal Church, who ha 
aid the church will never rest until it frees youth 

from the con cription of conscience. 

Pastors Pledge "Virtual Boycott" 

Furthermore, the Ohio Pastors' Convention, the 
annual conference of the Ohio Council of Churches, 
indicated the attitude of the churches of Ohio in 
passing a resolution pledging themselves to what the 
newspapers have interpreted as a "virtual boycott 
of the University." Their resolution follows: "We 
state our deep concern over conditions at Ohio State 
University. By repeatedly coercing Christian con
science and enforcing military training upon its stu
dents it violates the rights of religious freedom. The 
administration and the Board of Trustees refuse to 
make military training optional or to allow students 
to take alternate courses. It, therefore, leaves us no 

alternative. We shall do all in our power, as reli
gious leaders, to influence our youn<Y people to at
tend other educational institution where freedom of 
conscience is allowed." 

University Administration Adamant 

The University Administration eemingly has 
adopted an attitude of unreasonable stubbornness 
as an alternative to, or perhaps as a cloak for, the 
bungling way in which it has attempted to deal with 
this situation in the past. Tho e who know the sit
uation in Ohio will recall that the stubborn attitude 
of the dministration in enforcing compulsory mili
tary training has been the source of con tant turmoil 
on the 0. . U. campus ever ince the \ orld Vvar. 
Three years ago the Univer ity u pended eight stu
dent conscientious objectors to compulsory military 
training-an action described by a leading newspaper 
a "educational azi-i m." ( ee tory in Breaking 
the War Habit, Feb. 15, 1934.) It i obviou ly a 
poor excuse for the Administration to blame "out
side agitation" for the difficulties incurred by it own 
mistakes and it unyielding refusal to face fact . 

Ohio churchmen hould not be alone in their con
cern for thi ituation. Farmer and worker who 
are unable to pay the added expen e of private uni
ver ity training in uch subject a agriculture and 
mechanical arts which are offered at no other tate 
chool in Ohio, are beginning to see the unfairness 

of this "peacetime military con cription" at Ohio 
tate Univer ity which falls upon their ans becau e 

they ar forced by economic circum tanc to attend 
thi chool. 

The history of the Ohio tate ituation and the 
inflexible attitude of the U niver ity dmini tration, 

rve to make it clear that the future truggle again t 
compulsory military training in Ohio will be a bitter 
contest against a hostile univ r ity organization. It 
would seem that nothing Jess than the pas age of a 
measure like the Nye-Kvale Amendment to the a
tional Defense ct, or a State legi lative proposal 
uch as that which has just been adopted in North 

Dakota, or a state-wide initiative campaign for a 
con titutional amendment, will provide a a tis factory 
olution for the Ohio situation. 

NYE-KVALE BILLS REINTRODUCED 
' nator Nye and Congressman Kvale, sponsors of 

the ye-Kvale Amendment which reached the point 
of hearings before a Senate subcommittee during the 
closing days of the 74th Congress, recently reintro
duced their proposed bills in the present Congress. 

enator Nye's bill is now number d S. 367, while 
Mr. Kvale's is H. R. 3800. 

It is understood that the Senate sub-committee 
which conducted hearings on the Nye-Kvale Amend
ment last June, is preparing a report on the measure, 
and that the report will soon be considered by the 

enate Military Affairs Committee, of which Sena
tor Morris Sheppard, of Texas, is chairman. Our 
friends are advised to write their Senators to urge 
favorable action on the bill when it is reported out 
by Senator Sheppard's Committee. 
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CALIFORNIA FACES ISSUE AGAIN 
The issue of militarism in education is before the 

present session of the California Legiidature in two 
different forms. First, it is presented in the form 
of Assembly Bills Nos. 328 and 340, introduced by 
Mr. John B. Pelletier and Mr. Ben Rosenthal, re
spectively. The Pelletier-Rosenthal bills are identi
cal, and propose a law stating: "No student or 
pupil in any of the universities or colleges of this 
State shall be obliged to enroll in a course of mili
tary training and no university or college in this 
State shall require a compulsory course in military 
training." Their bills have been referred to the 
House Committee on Education. They deserve the 
support of all citizens who are devoted to the genuine 
interests of peace and democracy. 

Two other measures before the Legislature, As
sembly Bill 1238 and Senate Bill 508, raise the issue 
of militarism in education in a new and dangerous 
form. These bills, the one sponsored by seventeen, 
the other by fifteen endorsers, propose extensive 
amendments to the Cali fomia School Code so as to 
authorize the inclusion of R. 0. T. C. courses in the 
State's teacher-training institutions. These proposed 
bills are absolutely pernicious in design, representing 
as they do an attempt on the part of the military and 
their friends in the Legislature to amend the laws 
having to do with teacher-training institutions so as 
to provide a secure legal foothold for the R. 0. T. C. 
Once the foothold is provided, it may be expected 
that the militarists will put up a clamor for the actual 
installation of military training units in the teacher
training institutions, and then the California school 
system will be more thoroughly militarized than any 
other in the country. 

Our friends in California, therefore, arc faced with 
a two-fold duty: 

(l) Fight AHembly Bill 1238 and Senate Bill 
508; 

(2) Support ..4.Hembly BW. 328 and 340 •pon• 
,orH by Mea,r,. Pelleder and Roaentlaal. 

WASHINGTON LEGISLATURE GETS 
ANTI-COMPULSORY DRILL BILL 

Under the sponsorship of Mr. Michael B. Smith 
of Seattle, a bill to abolish compulsory military train
ing at the University of Washington and Washington 
State College has been introduced in the Washington 
Legislature. Reverend J. Warren Hastings and 
Reverend E. A. Fridell, both of Seattle, are among 
those supporting the measure. Mr. Friddell has 
pointed out that "the National Defense Act author
izes the establishing of units where military training 
shall be given in a 'two years' elective or compulsory 
course'. If we follow the correct wording of the law, 
we discover that the word 'elective' comes first, indi
cating no intention of favoring compulsion. The Old 
World autocracies follow the compulsory plan for 
students. To imitate them is out of place in America 
and will only lead to their kind of despotism and 
chaos. I favor voluntary military training." 

I 
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NEW BOOKS 
TRAINING FOR PEACE. By Richard B. Gregg. J. B. 

Lippincott Co., Philadelphia. 1937. 40 pp. 25f. 

This booklet is a supplement to Mr. Gregg's earlier vol
ume, The Power of Non-violence. The supplement, like the 
book, is a creative achievement of truly great importance. 
Unlike many who believe themselves committed to the goal 
of achieving peace by peaceful means, Mr. Gregg does not 
fail to realize the revolutionary implications of the pacifist 
position. He has a full understanding of the meaning of 
pacifism for both the individual and society. On the basis 
of that understanding he has sought in the present booklet 
to outline a practical program of trainin~ for peace worken. 
The result is a remarkable product, and 1t deserves to be the 
eveready handbook of all who mean business. 

WE CAN DEFEND AMERICA. By General Johnson 
Hagood. Doubleday, Doran & Co., Garden City, N. Y. 
1937. 321 pp. $2.50. 

This highly provocative book is one of the most important 
discussions of the national defense problem of the United 
States to be published since the close of the World War. 
It's superficial at some points, illogical at others; and the 
chapter on the R. 0. T. C. isn't satisfactory at all. But 
nevertheless we urge peace people to read it. The book de
serves a wide reading, not because everything it says is right 
or wise, but because it bears upon a field in which the reck
less use of undefined terms, irrational fears and phobias, 
and just ordinary wishful thinking have conspired to make 
sane thought almost impossible. 

KILL OR CURE? By Muriel Lester. Cokcsbury Press, 
Nash ville, Tennessee. 135 pp. $1.00. 

The question that the title raises is readily answered by 
a reading of the brief but vivid anecdotes which are con
tained in Miss Lester's book. The book ends with a colorful 
biography of "the Jane Addams" of England, written by 
Stanley A. Hunter. 

HELL OR HEAVEN : By Louis Ludlow. Stratford Com
pany, Boston, Massachusetts, 1937. 2~ pp. $2.00. 

Congressman Ludlow has gained wide fame for his spon
sorship of a proposed peace amendment to the Conttitution 
of the United States, which is now before Congress. The 
amendment specifies that except in the event of invasion or 
attack, "the authority of Congress to declare war shall not 
become effective until confirmed by a majority of all votes 
cast thereon in a nation-wide ref ercndum," and also pro
vides for the immediate conscription of "war properties" 
upon declaration of war. Mr. Ludlow's book deserves wide 
reading, not only because it offers a persuasive statement in 
support of his proposed amendment, but also because it is 
possessed of a most contagious moral indignation against 
war and all that it means. On certain minor points of the 
amendment reservations arc in order; but these do not 
invalidate the main idea, which is the very democratic 
one of giving the war-making power to "the masses who 
have to fight and die and endure the unspeakable horrors 
and agony of war." 

NEW DIRECTIONS: Edited by Warren Bower. J. B. 
Lippincott Co., Philadelphia, Pa., 1937. 548 pp. 

Instructors of college classes in English Composition will 
welcome this volume of essays on the general theme "The 
Student in a Changing World." On the entirely reasonable 
assumption that "a study of the present and the future 
will furnish a class in English composition with the best 
possible motivation for writing," Professor Bower has in
cluded in his volume a series of contemporary articles and 
essays on a variety of vital topics : education, science, pub
lic housing, soil conservation and related matters, literature 
and the arts. A section on "the thoughts of youth" includes 
an article on the military training problem. Each essay is 
followed by specific and highly stimulating suggestions for 
individual study and writing. 



March~, 19~1 

Jlr. Edwin C. J or.neon, Seer tary, 
Co ittee on 111t rism in Education, 
2"'2. Broadwa:,, 
New York, .Y. 

My de r r. Johnson, 

Let me thank ~ ou £or y ur kind letter 
of rch 1. I wish I could tttend the Conf r nee 
on orld conomic Cooper tion which is to b held 
in ffaahin ton. Unfortun tely my com itmenta are 
euch that it 111 not be po ail £or me to get 
a·ay. 

With b t a s, I min 

Very cordially ~our, 

AHS1BK 
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Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, 
The Temple, 
East 105th Street at Ansel Road, 
Clevelar d, Ohio. 

My dear Rabbi Sil ver: 

GEORGE A. COE HARRY A. OVERSTREET 
Chairman Vice-Chairman 

TUC KER P. SMITH Jon..-.. NEVIN 8AYRB 
Chairman, Executive Board Vice-Chairman 

OSWALD GARRJ:SON VIT,LAlH) VrnO IL E. LOWllER 

Treasurer Assistant Treaaurer 

EDWIN C. JOHNSON DOJIOTHY SHOEMAKER 
Secretary Associate Secretaru 

April 20, 1937. 

Would it be possible for you to attend a oonference in 
Columbus, Ohio, next Wednesday, April 28th? 

The conference has been called by Rev. Dr. Charles F. 
Boss, Jr., Executive Secretary of the ·world Peace Commission of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, and its purpose is to outline a 
Statewide program with reference to the military training situation 
which has developed at Ohio State University. As you know, at 
Ohio State University compulsory military training is imposed on 

PROF, ALEXANDER MEIKLEJOHN 

BISHOP FRANCIS J. McCONNELL 

MRS. JoH.N F. Moons 

all students for two years with exemptions for n~ne, not even for 
Quakers, Mennonites, etc., and students conscienti ously opposed 
to such training are denied their opportunity for higher education 
unless they compromise their convictions with the military require
ment. 

ORIE 0, MILLER 

PRES. ARTHUR E. MORGAN 

PRES, S. l{. MOSIMAN 

A, J, MuSTE 

PROF, REINHOLD NtEBUHll 

FRANK OLMSTEAD 

BISHOP IlROMJ,EY OXNAM 

KmBY PAGE 

PRES, MARION PARK 

RT, REV, EDWARD L. PARSONS 

CARL PATl'ERSON 

PROF, IRA M, PRICE 

JUSTICE JAMES HOGE RICKS 

Pnor. w. CARSON RYAN 

RT, REV, WILLIAM: J, SOARLETI' 

HELHN 81.unuRY 

MARY SBADURr 

J, HBNDr SOATrEROOOD 

RBV, CHARLES M, SHELDON 

RADDI ADDA HrLLBL SILVER 

){ATllERlNB V, SILVBRTDORN 

REV, T. 0UTHRJE 8PEBR8 

REV, ERNBST F, TrrrL■ 
DEAN H£NRT P, VAN DUSEN 

RroIJARD WELLING 

RABBI STBPHID' 8, WIIIE 

Pnor. LUTHER A. WEIGLE 

PRES, MARYE, WoOLLBY 

WILLIAM ALJ,Blf 'WfflTII 

The conference will be held at the Student Center of 
the Indianola Methodist .c..piscopal Church in Columbus. It will get 
under way about ten or ton-thirty, and will carry on into the 
middle of the afternoon. 

I hope very much that you will find it possible to join 
i.n the conference, and that you will write Rev. Dr. Rob ert Leonard 
Tucker of the Indianola Methodist ~piscopal Church at Columbus, 
advising him whether or not we may expect you to be present. 

ECJ:K 
BS&AU 
12646 

Sincerely yours, 

,d \ .! /' 
~'--' _..t. ~-,.A_.. II (}··-~~ 

Edwin C. Jo}jnson. 
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HARRY A. OVERSTREET 

Vice-Chairman 

June 28, 1940 

EDWIN C. JOHN ON 

Won't you please give the enclosed Declaration Against 

Conscription a careful reading, and then advise us whether or not 

we may have permission to include your name among those endorsing 

it? 

Our hope is to receive endorsements from well over 

one hundred American leaders before we release the text of the 

Declaration to the press. After that copies of it will be mailed 

to Members of Congress and other officials in Washington. 

people 

The Declaration has been read and endorsed by several 
/1---L~, 

here, including~Oswald Garrifo~ Villard, John Haynes Holmes 

and John Nevin Sayre. All of us earnestly hope that the strength 

of your own endorsement will be added to it. 

Because it is urgent that we move ahead on this matter 

without delay, may I ask that you send us your reply by return mail? 

Faithfully ours, 

Secretary 

Se.-reta111 
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CONFIDEiffI.AL: Not for publication 
until released with list of endorsers. 

A DECL.A.'q,ATIOU AGAINST couscnIPTION 

The .American people are today being delue;ed by Y)ropar,anda for military 

conscription in peacetime. Sincere and distin{~uished pr, many of the proponents of 

conscription may be, and plausible as man? of their contentions may seem, vre, the 

undersigned, urse the .American people . and their representatives in Congress to 

deliberate with sober caution before permitting such an nnprecedented innovation 

to become a part of our national life, 

In our judgment military conscription in peacetime smacks of totalitar

ianism, and \7e are convinced that its ado:ption vrould be highly dangerous to the 

spirit and traditions of .American democracy. The reasons upon uhich we support 

this conviction are as follons: 

First, the essentic:il idea underlying military conscription is the major 

premise of every dictatorship n.nd nll to tali tarinnism, It is the assumption 

that the individual citizen is but a paun in the hands of unlimited state 
power. Conscription has alrrays been abhorrent to free men been.use it is, in 

effect, a seizure of a man1 s body, time, and service by force and under 

threat of heavy penalty. For generations million~ of Europeans have fled 

their native countries and become loyal and devoted .American citizens in order 

to enjoy, among other things, our freedom from conscrir:,tion. Universal mili

tary service has been and is today the chief neapon by uhich dictators suppress 

free conscience among their people. inculcate them rri th the false ideals of 

chauvinistic nationalism. and indoctrinate them \·Tith belief in the superiority 

of brute force over morals ruid ideas. ~e adoption of conacription among 

.Americans uill be the opening \7edge for the totnlitn,rian doema that individual 

citizens are pawns of the state from birth until don th, vri thout any rights 

which those in positions of po\1er are bound to respect. .Amoricans must not 

delude themselves with the belief that their democracy rrill remain unscathed 

if we adopt the essentially anti-democratic processes '7hich hnve ,.,orked such 

havoc abroad. 

Second. we consider that peacetime conscription is in itself a flngrant neGa.

tion of democracy. We reject as transparent sophistry the contention that 

conscription under the name of 11 selective service" is democratic and that 

voluntf;l,ry mili t ry service is undemocratic. The II equality" that conscription 

ll!alces for is akin to the 11 equality11 uhich prevails among ree;imented galley 

slaves. It is no more democratic than any other form of involuntary servitude. 

Our .American conception of democracy signifies vas tl ~, more than mere equ;i1i t~r, 

for it also includes the ereat concepts of libert~ and freedom for the in

viq.ual. Furthermore, rre deny that conscription can be ,1ustified by the 

assertion that it -prevails in such democracies as ~land, Sweden and s,1i tzer

land. The conditions we face in United States are :tn many respects widely 

different from and not comparable to those preva:tling in European nations. 

For this reason valid conceptions of .American democracy nnd military service 

must be derived from American history and tradition, not from contemporary 

European practices . In our view, ~eacetime conscription and American 
democracy are quite incompatible. 



Third, the adoption of military conscription in peacetime Tiould be a radioo.l 
departure from historic American tradition. Never before in American history 
has it been thought necessary to resort to peacetime conscription for pur
posee of defense. This fact has been one of the truly glorious traditions 
of our ,American democracy; in corrmon with most Arnericans we take profound 
pride in it, and we deny that the time has non come to abandon this feature 
of our na.tional life because of the events in Europe, the gravity of Tihich 
we well recognize. Ue are confident that the defense purposes enumerated in 
the Oonstitution-- 11 to execute the laws of the Union, suppress insurrections, 
and repel invasion11-can still be met and effectively discharged without 
resort to peacetime conscription. JJj ardently concerned for the safety of 
cru.r beloved Republic as any advocate of universal service can possibly be, 
we reject the Sll€ge&tion that to preS8T'Ve American democracy we must embrace 
the worst feature of the totalitarian regimes. Uo deny that free .Americans 
must no\7, in tho name of freedan, submit to peacetime conscription and thorc
bf become regimented vassals of the national state. 

71fially, ue oppose conscrip~ion because of the disrup~ion it will causo 
in our .Arnet'ican nay of life, and also because -,e question its necossity and 
wisdom as a def~nso m~as~re. Tho military rogimontation of the entire 
manpouer of our nation will inevitably result in uidcsproad dislocation in 
'business, industry, acricul ture and higher education; and t t may prove un
necessary and ineffectual from a military standpoint, Conscription \7ould 
have been unnecessary in 1917 if wo had beon r n.isi.ng a force fc,r the def cnsc 
of our territory rather than an army of fivo million mon for sorvico in 
Europe. Today tha assertad need is for substantio.J. expansion in our arm;v, 
navy and air corps. If the personnel need is : or highly trained permanent 
forces sufficient in number to man expertly the new weapons as they are pro
duced, we contend this need can best be met by voluntary enlistments under 
pay !chedules sufficiently attractive to induce the required numbers to en
roll. :Sy such a procedure it may uell be that the requtred enlistments could 
be obtained before the ne\7 Tieapons thanselves are ready. This solution for 
t4e asserted need uo\1.ld seem to us to be vastly proferable to the alternative 
of organizing huge forceo of partially trained civilions. It would be f reo 
of totalitarian semblance, as it would be in keeping ui th our democratic 
traditions and conceptiont. Moreover, it uould be based on a recognition of 
the military lesson being taught on European battlefields--that comparatively 
small forces of highly trained soldier-mechanics, properly equipped, can de
feat many times their number of partially trained civilial'l conscripts regard
less of hot7 courageous the latter may be. 

For these reasons, and for others, ue appeal to all our fell on Americans 
who have a zealous reg~rd for the preservation of their democratic ins ti tut ions 
to identify themselves ,11th the cause represented in this deolaration, 

(uopwa:16) 



Mr. Ed in C. Joh son 

2929 Broad my 

Ne York, . Y. 
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BERT MARKS 
PRESIDENT , HILLEL PLAYERS 
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