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"R,eprinted from 

The Nation 
of 

lVIarch 29, 1919 

A New Political Alignment 

IN a remarkable announcement published last week, a new 
organization named the Committee of Forty-Eight issueJ 

a call for a conference of those radical forces in America 

which by nature of occupation stand outside the ranks of 

the labor and farmer movements of the country. This pro­

posal constitutes simply the first step in a direct and con­

scious effort to bring together the hand and brain workers 

of America on a common programme and in some common 
form of organization looking to,vard political a ,!tion. It 

aims to correct one of the most glaring and calamitous 
deficiencies in American life during the war period, namely. 

the lack of organization of our radical intellectual forces, 
and hence the lack of vigor, purpose, and consistency in our 

radical opinion. President Wilson, with his befuddling 
liheralism, has made it literally ir.ipossible for American 

radicals to know where they stand; each time a programme 

of real opposition raised its head, each time a sound body of 

radical opinion seemed about to be effected, he advanced 

a fresh variant on the pious theme of his now-proverbial 

idealism; and the revival of hopes has resulted only in the 
confusion of issues. The group comprising the Committee 

of Forty-Eight apparently realizes that the :irst task for 

American radicals is to get themselves organized. 
But over and above these initial considerations, the pro­

:Josal is highly significant as an indication of present politi­

cal tendencies in America. It amounts, briefly, to recogni­

tion of the fact that we are faced by a fundamental political 

realignment based on economic issues ; that America, after 

her own fashion, must attack the same tremendous problems 

which confront the world abroad; that there is no possible 

escape from these problems; and that if we cannot solve 
them through our political machinery, our political ma­

chin ry will be scrapped in revolution. "And after the war 
came reconstruction-as after death, the judgme1 ~." What 

was true of the Civil War is doubly true of the present 
situation. The economic exigencies of today have no safe 
margin to fall back on, as they had in 1865. There is no 

rr1ore slack left in the world's economic running gear; every 

rope is taut and singing under the gale that has come upon 

LS out of the east; and if the strands begin to carry away, 

we shall soon be dis masted and drifting helplessly before 
the storm. 

The framers of our Federal Constitution could nof: foresee 

the d ,elopment of modern industrialized society. They 

could not foresee the shifting of the actual seat of govern­
ment ::'rom executive chambers and legislative halls to banks, 

stock exchanges, schools, and newspaper offices. They could 

nut foresee banker control of credits and industry, and hence 
of education and the news, and hence of public opinion, and 

hence of the political machinery of government itself. They 
provided against political autocracy; but they could not 

foresee the gradual decay of the old forms of political power 

and the gradual rise of a new economic power; hence they 

could not provide against industrial autocracy. The decay 

of the old forms of political power is written in a tacit but 

binding surrender. The real rule of the modern world-the 

power which makes or ~reaks a nation, which directs the 

creative energies of a culture, which determines the develop­

rn .. mt and destiny of a people-is vested in forms economic 

rather than political. These constitute the invisible govern­

ment which lies behind the visible government of the old 

political forms; they rule the world for profit. with­
out a social sense; they rule the world for the benefit 

of a special class of investors and stockholders, rather 

than in the interests of the whole community. The 
old lJOlitical forms remain fundamentally unchange.i. From 

time to time they have suffered modification, under the 
pressure of drastic events; but never have they failed to re­

sist the trend of society, never have they disclosed a spirit 

of cooperation with human endeavor, never have they kept 

pace with the swift development of the new business system. 
Over against these new economic forms, exercising the "Pal 

governmental functions of modern society, has grown in the 
industrial field a system of organized check and protest, the 

invisible opposition, as it were. This is the political sig­

nific~nce of the organization of workers everywhere during 

the rapid rise of industrialism; they recognized the necessity 

of an economic opposition, the inadequacy of the old political 

forms to furnish a proper check upon the new governmental 
functions; and the action was a healthy sign of man's polit­

ical sagacity. For the past fifty years these lines have been 

deepening. If the old political forms could have been 

flexible enough to encompass the new economic order, to ride 

the tidal wave of industrialism, all would have been well; 

the channels of political activities would have run smoothly, 

the workers would have been satisfied with adequate voice 
and representation in the new industrial functions of gov­

ernment, the community instead of a special class would 

have been profited, and the great economic war would not 

have descended upon our civilization. But those in control 

were too selfish or too blind to render the political ma­

chinery flexible, to make the invisible government the 

visible and responsible government, or to conduct the eco­

nomic system with any degree of social sense; and thus they 

forced the workers to organize, and . brought about a fatal 

division between our political activities and the life pro­
cesses of our society. 

Then came the great war in Europe, as a direct result of - . 
this fatal division-as a direct result of the inability 
of a decadent system to control the predatory economic 
forces that actually ruled the world. And then, caught 

in the toils of its own blindness and irresponsibility, 

civilization was driven forward to the point of economic ex­

haustion-was driven far beyond that point, in fact, under 

the emphasis of war emotionalism-while the Governments 
that had brought on the holocaust were equally incapable of 

stopping it. The Russian revolution raised a flaming sign, 

but it was not heeded. The war went on; and the economic 

structure of society has been ruined past any redemption in 

terms of the old order. The bills are too staggering to be 

paid. The whole world is trembling on the brink of revolu­

tion. America is not immune. 
And what is happening in different degree everywhere is 

what should have happened slowly during the past fifty 

years through the fundamental modification of the old poli­
tical forms. The invisible government is being made the 

visible government. The Russian revolution led the way 

with a complete scrapping of the old political arrangements 

and the elevation of the economic control to the position of 
direct and responsible government. But Russia had a 

unique set of economic and social fundamentals; the revo­

lution is not likely to take the same outright course else­

where. It will be none the less an economic revolution. In 

England, guild socialism and the shop stewards' movement 

show the trend. If the old political forms resist too blindly, 



labor becomes impatient and thinks of direct action; it 
knows now the lesson that the war brought home-that the 
old political forms maintain their tenancy only on suffer­
ance, and that the real political power rests in the hands of 
those forces which control the life processes of the land. If 
Parliament were to attempt to stand again:it the triple labor 
alliance in England, Parliament would fall. Unless Parlia­
ment can find a way to open its doors to the forces repre­
sented in the great industrial conference recently called by 
Lloyd George, those forces very soon will take over the f unc­
tions of Parliament. The situation .everywhere is too press­
ing to admit of delay or evasion. Unless the real economic 
rule can be merged with the old political forms, it will set 
up a new politics of its own. 

What happens to the world will happen to us in America; 
the old order cannot be maintained in the Western Hemi­
sphere if it falls in the Eastern Hemisphere. And when we 
look candidly at American political life, we see that the two 
old parties are inadequate to the task of reconstruction. 
There is no inherent difference between the Democratic 
party and the Republican party. Both are bankrupt of con­
structive ideas. Elections have not for a long time been 
fought between them on fundamental economic issues, but 
rather on personalities and inconsequential details. And 
what is true of the two old parties is true of the political 
thought of the country at large. America has drifted for­
ward into a new economic era, with the basic issues that 
concern its daily life undiscussed, undefined, and undeter­
mined. But now there is no escaping these issues. Labor 
will not permit it. Deep and searching questions must be 
answered. Wrongs must be righted. Open sores must be 
dressed and healed. There must be clear thinking, candid 

expression, wise judgment, and brave action. America's 
true genius for politics must find vent in a movement dedi­
cated to sound and constructive radicalism. 

So the new political alignment, based on fundamental 
economic issues, is bound to appear. The Bourbon Demo­
crats and reactionary Republicans will join forces for the 
protection of their vested interests and economic privileges. 
The working classes will meet on a radical programme of 
economic reform. The independent fringe in the two old 
parties will be absorbed by one or the other of these vital 
new movements. For almost the first time in the history of 
America, there will be a political division between conserva­
tives and radicals. For almost the first time in the history 
of America, elections will be fought on fundamental issues. 
It will be a healthy thing for the political, social, and eco­
nomic life of the country. 

This political realignment is already in process of forma­
tion. Led by the Chicago Federation of Labor, independent 
labor-party movements are springing up throughout the 
country. They are laying down radical economic programmes, 
advocating shop committees and a minimum wage, and look­
ing toward a concrete industrial democracy. The organized 
farmers of the country are awak~ to the same set of issues; 
they have recently adopted a far-reaching programme of 
economic reform. The Nonpartisan League is steadily 
gaining power. The Catholic bishops have issued a radical 
reconstruction programme, almost wholly economic in its 
nature, advocating shop committees and a minimum wage, 
and calling for the gradual participation of labor in the 
management and ownership of industry. And now come the 
radical intellectuals with their call for a conferenre. These 
are signs of the times. 



THE COMMITTEE OF FORTY-EIGHT 
FOR A 

CONFERENCE OF LIBERALS 

J!5 EAST 40TH STREET, NEW YORK CITY 

TIU.KPHONll VANDll'.R■ILT 4186 

NEW YORK CITY 

We are obliged t o you fo r your s igna t ur e t o our Call. 

nclosed you will find a pamphl et whi ch reprints the Call 

and gives a c l ear statement of our a i ms and purposes . 

We are organizing thi~ Conference of Ameri cans t o consider 

the fac ts i nvo l ved i n the present condit i on of the count r y. 

The vio1·k of the Commi ttee is be i ng f inanced by t ho s e 

i nt erested in it who are contr i buting monthly sums , the amount of whioh 

is dic t a ted by their means and by the i r inte r est . 

~care requesting f om those who respond to the spirit and 

purpos e of our Call the names of men and women who are known to have 

that stability of charac ·er which rvill stand the wear and t ear of 

const r ucti vc worlc rather than the namen of tho so who have gained a 

l ocal reputatio by capitalizing their facility in caust ic criticism. 

Out of the,.Je g1·oups e plan to secure delegates to th i s Confe r ence, 

t h e date and place of hich will be announced shortl y . To the 

Confe rence will be sulJmi t ted a program of r·e construct i on for critic ism, 

amendment , and adoption . The Conference will then d ec ide what form ot 

polit i cal action , if a~y , should be taken in view of t h e facts involved 

and the program presented. 

Of cour:Jo , no one ,~i 11 per"'onal l y be bound by any decision 

which the Confe1·ence ay take . Those v,ho sign our Call mer ely indicate 

in so doing that they believe a conference of A ericans , by Americans, 

and for Amer i cans , sh ould be held . 

il l you ccnd us the ames of any men and women who, in your 

judgment , ·ould respond to tho spirit and purpose of the Committee ot 

Forty-Eight? 

Yours sincerely, 

For the Committee. 



The 
Committee of 
Forty-Eight 

For a Conference of 
Americans 

Its purposes-

and the reasons for it 

l ·suED BY 

Th Committee of Forty-Eight 
15 East 40th Street, New York City 

Telephone \':mderbill 41Hi 



The Aims of the 
Committee 

The Committee of Forty-Eight 

has been formed for the purpose of 

1st-Organizing a conference of 

Americans interested in a 

thoroughgoing program of 

fundamental reconstruction. 

2nd- Presenting to such a confer­

ence a tentati e platform dealing 

with political, social, industrial 

and international reconstruction. 

3rd- Discussing at the Conference 

the possibility of 

a- Forming a political party 

h- Forming a coalition v ith 

other political parties. 

c-Creating an rganization to 

translate liberal onviction into 

political action. 

d-Accepting uch other analo­

gous suggestions as are presented 

by delegates to the conference. 



The Reuons for the Committee 
T he Committee of Forty-Eight has issued 

the following call: -

Revolution or Reconstruction ? 

A Call to Americans 

America has reached a turning point in her 
history. The time has come for all free minds 
to meet in concerted effort to face and shape 
the crisis. 

Despite America's splendid success in a war 
waged against foreign autocracy, our country 
is menaced by the growing power of an auto­
cratic and reactionary minority at home. We 
stand in danger of losing many of the liberties 
and advances won in the course of our national 
development. There is grave likelihood of our 
being left stagnant and backward in a world 
that for the most part is vigorously reorgan­
izing its economic and political life. 

Centralization and autocracy are increasing 
rapidly in the organization of government, in 
the control of credit, and in the determination 
of public opinion. The very classes whose 
labors in factory and field are the basis and 
substance of our economic power, find no ef­
fective political medium through which to ex­
press their economic demand, but by deceptive 
diversions of our party-system are denied their 
proper representation in the law-making bodies 
of the nation. 

Criticism, competent or not, is discouraged; 
periodicals are suppressed with hardly a pre­
tense of adequate hearing; public assemblies 
meeting under constitutional guarantees are 
dispersed by official force or by mob violence 
bred of official intolerance; our women are 
subjected to unwarranted delay in their cam­
paign for the fulfilment of democracy; agricul­
tural and labor organizers and political heretic 
are not on ly suppressed but are in many cases 
sent to penitentiaries for terms who e unpre­
cedented severity would surprise even the fallen 
despot of Europe. 

Meanwhile the cost of armaments, the orgie 
o f profiteering, the e:xtravagancies of adminis­
tra tion, the expense of innumerable agencies 
of suppression combined with lack of any in­
telli gent and far-sighted budget system, swell 
the public debt, devourin g loans and revenues 
before they can be collected, and sending prices 
always beyo nd th reach of fifteen million fam ­
ilies wh o e phy ical and intellectual well being 
are the final te t o f our collectiv ti e lopment 
and urvival. 

It is the privile e of America, protected by 
its ve ti ge of geographical seclu ion. t profit 
hy the experience of Europe. Europ too ha 
had its rea tionary rulin g minorities, it indu -
trial autocrats, its financia l oli garchies, its mas­
sive armam nt , its hated con cription, its cor­
rup t a nd futile politics, it suppres ion of dis­
sent, its judici al fri ghtfuln es , it bursting bud ­
get s, its toiler br ken in hody and hitt r of 
:oul. And E11rope has revolution . 
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Is this what Americans want? We do n t 
think so. 

We believe that there is intelligence enough 
in this country, if it will but come together, 
to catch control of the current of things and 
co-operate directively with the inevitable forces 
of human growth. To Reaction and Revolution 
we oppose Reconstruction; not as a catchword 
and pretense, but as an organized effort to find 
some new adjustment of the changing powers 
that constitute society. 

Many of us believe that these readjustment 
demand a new political alignment, that the old 
parties are determined to withhold that which 
the American people are determined to have. 
Day by day men come to see more clearly 
that these organizations have lost that spirit 
to serve the people which was embodied once 
in Jefferson and at another time in Lincoln; 
that the shell has hardened and stifled the 
growth within. With exceptions lost among 
the instances, the politicians whom we have 
elected have misrepresented our de ire and 
laughed at our hopes; they have oppo ed with 
a cynical accord all that we have set our hearts 
on as vital to the renovation of American life. 
There are times when by the vigor of a per­
sonality, the old mechanisms are driven to some 
efficacy and result; but the mechanism soon 
overcomes the man, pushes him a ide, and un­
does his little work. America cannot grow 
much more in these old skins. 

Rather must reconstruction derive its impetus 
and direction from the political organization 
of the manual and mental workers of the 
country. The future belongs not to the in­
heritors and manipulators of great wealth but 
to the men and women who live by their 
work of hand or brain and know by hard 
experience the need and a piration of the 
common life. 

It is the purpose of the Committee of Forty­
Eight to summon from all parts of the country 
the leaders of its liberal thought and of its 
forward-looking citizens to meet in conference. 
We hope that out of this assemblage of the 
hitherto scattered forces of Americanism will 
come a flexible statement of principles and 
methods that will permit effective co-operation 
with organized Labor and Agricultural work­
ers in the tasks of social reconstruction. 

o we send out this call. It is not such an 
opportunity as comes with cv ry day. Th 
w rid is fluent now, and responds readily to 
every moulding force; but let it find a form 
and it will congeal again into resistance and 
immobility. All mind ar awake today a 
eldom bef re, all hearts arc a tir with hope 

and op n to larg purposes; hut these minds 
will hrivcl once more into their grooves, the c 
hope will lose their glow, if w mi s this 
chance to organize the liberal intelligence of 
America int coherent voice and form. It 
may be th final pportunity of our generation . 

We n ed your Time, Enthusiasm, Advice 

and Money. 
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Among the Signers of this 

Call are: 

MELINDA ALEXANDER ............ .. Kalispell, Mont. 

DR. . IlARTUOL0 ~11:.w . . .... .... . Ogdensburg, . Y . 

ROBERT C. BENCHLE' . . N ew York, N. Y. 

A. F. BENTLEY .... ............ . ... Paoli, Ind. 
REV. J. E. BIRD. . .. . . . . . . . . . . C1Jlumbiana, Ala. 

MARIE C. BREHM .................. Long Beach, Cal. 

HARRIET BREWER .. ........... . .... Whitestone, N. Y. 

ROBERT W. IlRUERE .. . . . . ·ew York, N. Y. 

DR. L. E. BuNTE ...... .. ..... .... . St. Louis, Mo. 

USHER L. BuRDICK . . . ....... . .... \Villiston, . Dak. 

ALLEN T. BURNS . . ......... . . . .. .. New York, N. Y. 

]OJIN CAIRN S .... ... .......... . ... Manchester, 0 1111 . 

PROF. FRANK C. CARLTON. ...... . .Albi on, Mich. 

DORR II. ARROLL ................. 1i1wt. N. Dak. 

WILLIAM F. COCHRAN .. . ... ... . . ... Baltimore, Md. 

JOHN S. CoDMAN .•... ........... .. Boston, Mass. 

LINCOLN COLCORD ................. . New York, N. Y. 

DR. ESTUS H. COLLER .. .. .. . . . .. .. Battle Creek, Mich. 

MRS. GERALD A. Coorr-:11 ............ Yonkers, N. Y. 

PROF. FREDERICK A. G. COWPER . . . .. Durham, N. C . 

HERBERT CROLY....... ..... .... ... ew York, N. Y. 

Tr MOT HY CROWLEY ......... . .. . .. . Hartford, Conn . 

OTTO CULLMAN... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . hicago, Ill. 

CLAREN E C. DILL . . ............. \Vashington, D . C. 

\VILL DURANT..... . . ......... .. New York, N. Y . 

J. J. EDWARDS ........... ... .. .... . Whitestone, N. Y . 

T11 0 ~1As D. ELIOT ................. Tacoma, \Vash. 

\V1LLIAM P. EVERTS ........... , .•. Boston, Mass. 

D . C . FINLEY ..................... Kan as City, Mo. 

J'ROF. LEoN.\ RD Fox ................ Durham, . C . 

G11.s0N G ARD1'ER .... ..... ....... . .. Washington, D . C. 

CHARLOTTE PERKINS G11.~1.\S........ ew Y ork, N. Y. 

PERCY TICKNEY GRA"iT .... . ..... . New York, N . Y. 

T . R. GRES ....................... Atlanta, Ga. 

PROF. LAURENCE E. GRtFFI:,; . ... .... Pittsburg, Pa. 

HARRY II. GRIFFITHS .............. D s M oines, I owa 

LOUISE ADAMS GnouT . . . . .. ...... .. N w York, N. Y. 

LARENCE D. HAI.BERT ............. St. Paul, Minn. 

\V1LLTAM lIA RD . .. . ................ \Vashington, D . 

DR. G EORGE R Y H i:n............. ew York, . Y. 

PROF. ELLEN HAY ES ............. .. Wellesley, Mass. 

PROF. \V. JI. lIEo,,Es ......... . ... . 1'<'1oit, \Vi s. 

PROF. R OBERT H ERR ICK....... . . . . . . hicago, Ill. 

]OIIN II. HILL.............. ... .. . hicago, Ill. 

. G. IloAG . .. .... . ..... . ......... Philadelphia, Pa. 

HARLES F. HOFFMAN ............. N ew Port Richey, Fla. 

II. B. HOFFMAN ................. .. N w York, N. Y . 

JOHN HAYNES HOLMES ......... . .. New York, . Y. 

DR. WILLIAM L. H or.T.. ..... ... . . Beloit, Wi . 

GEORGE E. Hoo KER ............... .. Chicago, Ill. 
J . A . H. HOPKINS . ............... . forristown, N . J . 

FREDERIC . H o wr:............... . cw York, N. Y. 

ORA Ilu TCHINSON ................. \Vashington, D . C. 

Ft.ORENCE LOWN II Ym: ............ Erie, Ill. 

MARY H. INGIIAM .... .... ..... . ... J'hiladclphia, Pa. 
A1,v1N JOHNSON ................... New York, . Y. 
MARTYN ]OJINSON............ .... .. ew York, Y . 

MORTON L. JoIINSON.. ..... ... .. ... hicago, Ill. 

DR. HORACE M. KALLEN . . . ... ... .. Boston, Mass. 

REV. ROBERT E. AvE-LAt.LE~1ANT .... \Vil on, Minn. 

6 



.. 

PROF. KENNETH . LATOURETTE . . .. Granville, Ohio 

PROF. ROBERT D. LEIGH...... . . .. Portland, Oregon 

REv. JouN How ARO LEVER . .. .. . .. t. Louis, Mo. 

Rusu II. LIMBA UGH .. . ..... ... .... Cape Girardeau, Mo. 

ROBERT MORSS LOVETT .... .. . . ..... New York, N. Y. 
MRs. SARAH E. LYONS . .. ........ .. Minneapolis, Minn. 

REV. JouN MAcivoR . ... ..... . ... .. t. Louis, Mo. 

REv. \VALTER MAcl'HERSON .. ..... .. Joliet, Ill. 

JAMES G. J. McCLURE, JR ...... .. .. Fairview, 

ALLEN McCURDY, ................. New York, Y. 

DUDLEY FIELD MALONE, ........... ew York, Y. 
DR. ELIAS MARGOLIS ............... Mt. Vernon , N . Y. 
ANNE MARTIN .................. . .. Reno, ev. 

HIRAM MODERWELL ................ New York, Y. 

JI. R. MussEY .................... New York, N. Y. 

GEORGE NASMYTH ....... . .......... Boston, Mass. 

CHARLES \V. NEWMAN . .... . .. .. . ... Greenville, . Y. 
ALBERT JAY NocK ................. New York, N. Y. 
PROF. \VILLIAM F. OGBURN ... . ..... Washington, D . C. 
MARY PATTISON .................... Colonia, N. J. 
AMOS PINCHOT .................... New York, N. Y. 
REV. ORLO J. PRICE .. . .. ..... ...... Lansing, Mich. 

RuTII ROBINSON ....... .. .......... Wakefield, R. I. 
R. P. RISLEY . . .. . ... ... . . .. . . ... .. Altoona, Pa. 

GILBERT E. ROE ................... New York, . Y . 
\V . B . RUBIN .. .. . ... . .. ...... .. .. Milwaukee, Wis. 

PORTER E. SARGENT ... ....... . ... .. Boston, Mass. 

PROF. A. M. SCHLESINGER . .. . .. .... Ohio State niversity 

GEORGE CHILLING ..... .. ..... .. ... Chicago, Ill. 
PROF. SAMUEL SCHMIDT . .. . . ...... Ithaca, . Y . 

\HARLES D. SHARROW ............. Grand Rapids, Mich. 

MARY KINGSBURY StMKIIOVITCH ..... New York, . Y. 

JOHN F. SINCLAIR ................. Minneapolis, Minn . 

HARRY A. SLATTERY ....... . ... . ... Washington, D. 

JA,rEs A. SMITH .................. alt Lake City, tah 

\V. A. SMITH............ . ........ ashville, Mich. 

S . D nDr.E SQUIRES . ..... . . . ........ •:011ntain , Mich . 

\VESTERN STARR . .................. Baltimore, Md. 
II. N. TOKES ........ . .......... . . Washington, D. 
\V. J. TAYI.OR .. . ................. M erna, ' eh 

ORDWAY TEAD ..................... N w York, N. Y. 
PnoF. JAMES B1s110P T110,1As ..... .. ew York, . Y . 
CARL D. THOMPSON. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . hicago, Ill. 
11 ARRI ET TOKES THOMPSON .. . .. .. . hicago, Ill. 
G ERRIT T. TnoRN .. .. . . .... .. . .. . .. O shkosh, \Vis. 

DR. SAMUEL Tm.:R \! N .. .. . ..... . .. ~t. L oui s, Mo. 

ROBERT D . TOWNE ................. Philad lphia, Pa. 

Gt,sTAvus TucKCRMAN ..... . . . .. . .. St. L oui . , Mo. 

PROF. FRAN rs T1•s0N .... . . . ....... Pittsburg, Pa. 

HENDRIK Wnr l ' r V s L oAs ..... . r<"w York, . Y . 
. VAN ORSOALL . . ... . .. .. ...... Portland, Ore. 

LORE \VARNE .. ..... . ... . . . . .. . . .. Santa Anna, al. 

C'rrARLES \VEIDLER . ........ . . .. . . .. S11uth Rend, Ind . 
GEORGE P. \VEST .. . .... . .. ....... . ' <"w York, N . Y . 

\VALTER E. \VEYL,............ ... .. ew York, Y . 
. !Rs. JOHN PRATT \VJirTM s ..... .. Boston, fa~ . 

Jons PRATT \VHIT\f N, ,, .. , . . n ,,~tor1, fass . 

IltSHOP CHARLES D. \VrLLIA 1• .. . Detroit, 1ich 

PROF. TYRRELL \ 11. 1 IA . I '\... . . St. L oui , Mo. 

lIARR'i II. WtLLO<"K . . . .. . . ...... . . Pittsburg, Pa. 

TIEN F. \V1Lsns .. ....... . ...... . . . B rkelcy, al. 

EDWARD M. \VrnsTON..... . .... . ... hicago, Ill. 

J OGE ARTHUR G . WRAY . ... . .. . ... York, eb . 
PROF. CHARLES ZuEBLlN ...... . .. . . Boston, faM . 
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Will You Join Us Now? 

NAME ADDRESS 

Sign yourself, secure other signatures and 
return immediately to 

COMMITTEE OF FORTY-EIGHT 
15 EAST 40th STREET, 

NEW YORK 
~u• 
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THE COMMITTEE OF FORTY-EIGHT 

Dear Sir or lladam: 

FOR A 

CONFERENCE OF LIBERALS 

1!5 EAST 40TH STREET, NEW YORK CITY 

Tll:LllPHONII VANDl:R■ILT 4186 

NEW YORK CITY 

In reply to your letter of recent date, the plans of our 
Committee are very simple. 

We published the advertisement in order to discover whether 
there was any desire among the independent voters of America to get 
together. 

The responses to our advertisement indicate that there is a 
very strong intelligent demand for just this sort of thing. Over one 
thousand signatures comprising every state in the Union have already been 
received. We are, therefore, going forward to the organization of the 
conference along the lines indicated in the call. The date and place of 
the conference will be shortly annowiced. 

A sub-committee is preparing a program adapted to the vital 
issues in the life of the nation, which will be submitted to the confer­
ence for its consideration. This program, of course, will be economic as 
well as political in its nature. 

The conference is a real conference; we have no relation 
whatever whith any of the existing political parties and desire to have 
none. In fact, we are determined to keep this conference free from all 
influences of that nature. 

Furthermore, we have no so-called •leader•. It is our be­
lief that any movement of this kind, if it succeeds, will have to find its 
own leader as it develops. Consequently, the only immediate work we have 
is the organization of this conference. No one wh0 attends the conference 
is bound in any way by any decision which the conference itself may decide 
to make. 

The work of the committee is being financed by those i,Jlter­
ested in it who are contributing monthly sums, the amount ~f which is dic­
tated by their means and by their interest. 

May we add your name to the list of signatures? Will you 
send us the names of any men and women who, in your judgement, would re­
spond to the spirit and purpose of the Committee of Forty-Eight? 

Very sincerely yours, 

JAHHsABB 




