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THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF THE NAVY FOR AIR 

WASHINGTON 

Rabbi Aba Hillel Silver, D.D. 
The Temple 
East 105th street at Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

16 API-

I am happy to learn that you have accepted Mr . Sullivan's 
invitation to participate in the rehabilitation of the USS CCN
STELIATICll . 

Plans have been made to conduct the first meeting of the 
members of the USS Constellaticn Restoration Cor.un.ittee here in 
{ashington, D. C., Friday, April JO, for the pu ose of electing a 
Committee Chairman and organizing the various groups. .ay I 
ext9na this invitation to you to have luncheon ith me here in the 
Navy Department at 12:00 o 1clock of that day. 

Transportation for you via naval aircraft can be arranged 
from Cleveland or ew York, ew York, to 'fashington and return. 

Please let rre know if the above arrangements are agreeable 
to you. 

Yours vecy sincerely, 



• 

!he Hon. John lficholo.• Brown 
A1•i1tanl Secre'8.ry ot the Sav tor Air 
\falhinc\on, D. C. 

My clear Secretary BroVJU 

1 rea:ret aeee41ncl.T that I wa• unable lo attend. th 
first ••tine of the J1eber ot the USS Con tellatlon 
Re1to~t1on oon11,1ee oa April :,0th. 

II wou.14 ho.Te ,S.Ten • grea pleaeure lnued. to ban 
'beea able to ban lacbecm vllb: 7011 en Iha' aq. l 
hone that I _,. be tree to at\eA 1oae fn.lure ••It.De • 

Wl\b all ,:oo4 "11he1, 1 r in, 

Mot\ cori1a111" 70UN, 

Abbe. B1llel lllTer 



• NAVY LEAGUE OF THE UNITED STATES 
(INCORl"ORATED 1803) 

gJke eivili.an Gf rm of llze cNavlJ 

MILLS BUILDING 

WASHINGTON 6, 0. C. 

Hay 18, 1948. 

bbi ba Hillel ilver, D. D. , 
The Temple, st 105t utreet at 
Cl .veland, Ohio . 

sel oaa, 

Dear Doctor ilver: 

~e were indeed sorry that you could not ·ttend 
the first nweting of the U.::ir' CU1 T T TION estoratiQn 
Co littee . I would like to make a brief report oi the nro ress ... ,. 
made at that meeting. It . ss conven d a l P . 1. on rida 
A ril 30, in oom 3601 , avy Department , /ash'ngton, ll . C. 
with the Hon rable John l icholas Brown presidinc. ilr. Brown 
welcomed the committee and expressed his ay>preci, .tion for 
their active iHterest and participation in th campaign. 

Those ~resent expressed their opinions concerning 
the nroject an the c ncensus wast ·tit was a most worth 
while endeavor. They felt it is important for nericans , 
from time to time, tc rededicate thems ves by rneans of 
some tangible con ibution to the ide s for whic this 
oldest shi. of the avy fought . 

Reports wer made by the l avy • dviso Couu1Littee 
concerning the nroblems of collection 01' i'unda and the actual 
rebuilding of the shio . Cc, ta'in •• I • Pyne of the ureau 
of' Shi.ns estimat~d that it ,.nuld re uir about • , 800, 000 to 
restore the shit> to s· • ing con ition. Captain . P . c. Corning 
of the ur au of v lies and c cunts reco m1ended that the 
funds b handled :n a nner similar to that of the cam.aign 
to restor the C l '1'I'l1UTICN ; a c_vili n co ·ttee accepting 
the dcn·t:i.ons end making d'sburs 1 nts to the -.Savy s needed . 
C·p ain Heffernan of the Office of I·v· eco ds and i,ibrary 
reported that becaus of the comnlete records in existence 
the CO T .. ;,IJ..ATION, 1,10 than ,. n o h old sl • , coi..u.d be 
authentically restored • 

• B wn gen rousl off'er d the committee temper~. 
office 5pac i n the Navy De rtment , and then opened the 
no1ninations for Committee C airnan and an Executive or 
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loratory Committee . The fellowing w_re unan:iJnously elected : 
Chai an, Frank Hecht , Committee: Hr. J~.I!les 1'' . 0 1N il , 
lfr . Ray H. Hrannaman, Mr. H. H. Rogge, CoJTu odore George H. 
Bowde , . r . Robert G-ross , •1r. Carter T. Barron, . rs . {oscoe C. 
0 1 Byrne , Commodore Dudley Knox, Comu ander • V. Bre,\'ington, 
and ~ r . Phil • r'rP,y. 

I 8ssumed the chairmanshi of them. ting and, ~fter 
various sug_,estions from the 1 embers , the preliminary work of 
the Executive Committee was 0 11tlined as : 

1 . eco end the extent to which the CON.'.,T 
should be rebuilt . 

.TION 

2 . Establish the location fo the ational Hea~ 
quarters of the Corm ·ttee. 

J . utline specific plans for getting the caipai 
underway. 

4. _pojnt the Nays and e s Co nittee and sub
corm dttees for contacting the schools Rnd clubs 
of rica . 

I hoe to hold a meeting of the ecutive Co'DJDittee 
on J me 10 at which · time these questions will be decided and I 
· ill I ke a report of our . roceedings to you in th near future . 

J{eanwhile , if you have any suggestions concerning the 
cam ai

0
n, or cou1 ri suggest any art.Jcular way in which you might 

be ble to help us , I would grea ,ly a pr ci· e he· ring from you . 

Yours sincere y, 

frank • Hecht , 
Chair , Executjve Co ·ttee , 
U F CO 0T 1'T TI N Co n:i.ttee 



Ofkere : Ofe StanJ 

STATEMENT OF POLICY 

Approved and Promulgated 

at the 

44th Annual Meeting 

of 

The Navy League of the United States 

in 

New York City on December 9, 1947 

We of the Navy League of the United States stand for a strong America-a 

na~on ~orally, physically and economically strong. 

We belie·ve that an alert, informed and intelligent public opinion is the greatest 

source of our nation's strength. 

We advocate a foreign policy which will protect the security of the nation. 

To avoid-if compatible with that policy-wars, and if not-win them! 

We urge rearmament strong enough to crush any enemy, which may arise. 

There is no substitute for preparedness! 

We seek to alert the nation to the dangers of enemies within our midst. 

We insist that these United States maintain world leadership in scientific re

search and development. 

We intend to lead a patriotic crusade throughout our land to arouse public 

consciousness to the fact that a strong Navy is the best insurance for the pres

ervation of our nation's security. 

Our flag symbolizes Love of God, Love of Country, Love of Freedom and Justice 

-we have nailed it to the mast-let anyone dare tear it down. 

President. 



Ot'ko ore 0/re 

Officers and Directors of The Navy League of The United States 
PRESIDENT: 

FRANK A. HECHT, 1250 Weat Van Buren Street, Chicago 7, m. 
NATIONAL VICE PRESIDENTS: 

WILBUR FORREST, N. Y. Herald-Tribune, 230 West 41st St .. New York, N. Y. 
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REGIONAL PRESIDENTS: 
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Idaho-WESTERMAN WHILLOCK, 
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Illinois-DAVID N. GOLDENSON, 
Room 308, 224 So. Mich. Ave., Chicago 4 

Indiana- HENRY F. SCHRICKER, 
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Iowa-CAPT. ALBERT F. BLOCK, 
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CHARLES F. ADAMS, JR., 
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RALPH A. BARD, 
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CHAUNCEY B. BORLAND, 
105 S. LaSalle St., Chicago, Ill. 
ARTHUR S. CARP.ENDER, 
Admiral, USN, Bet., Admiral Farragut Acad., 
Pine Beach, N. J. 
WILLIAM CHESTER, 
407 E. Wisconsin St., Milwaukee, Wis. 
CLARENCE E. CROSS, 
First NaUonal Bank, Chicago, m. 
CLARENCE DILLON, 
28 Nassau St., New York, N. Y. 
DOUGLAS DILLON, 
28 Nassau St., New York, N. Y. 

STATE PRESIDENTS 
Kentucky-W. L. LYONS, JR., 

235 S. Fifth St., Louisville 
Louisiana-RICHARD FOSTER. 

430 Notre Dame St., New Orleans 
Michigan-DONALD M. MACKIE, 

Conaumers Power Bldg., Jackson 
Minnesota-JUDGE ROBERT V. BENSCH, 

1451 Court House, SL Paul 2 
Mississippi-ORRIN H. SWAYZE, 

Vice Pres., Capital National Bcmk, JacboD 
Missouri-LOUIS HAGER, 

24 DeKalb St., St. Louis 
Nebraska-HAL LAINSON, 

Dutton-Lainson Company, Hastings 
Nevada-HARRY SCHEELINE, 
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New Hampshire-A. ERLAND GOYETTE, 

Peterborough 
New Jersey-W. FRENCH GITHENS, 

(Mailing add.) 165 W. 46th SL, N. Y. C. 
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New Mexico-EVERETT M. GRANTHAM, 
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' . . .. (PUBLIC LAW 442-- •Both CONGRESS) 
(CHAPTER ll5---2d SESSION) 

(s. 1796) 

.AN ACT 

To provide for the preservation of the frigate Constellation and to authorize 
the disposition of certain replaced parts of such vessel as souvenirs, and 
for other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the Sec·retary of the Navy is 

hereby authorized to repair, equip, and restore the frigate Constellation, 

as far as may be practicable, to her original condition, but not for active 

service, and to accept and use any donations or contributions which may be 

offered for the aforesaid purpose. Except so far as is necessary to incur 

expense to carry out the provisions of section 2 of this Act, no action 

shall be taken to repair, equip, or restore such frigate until the Depart

ment of the Navy shall have received by donation or contribution, or by 

sales made pursuant to section 2 of this Act, a sum not less than 75 per 

centum of the estimated cost of said restoration as certified by the Sec

retary of the Navy. The Secret~ry•s certification will include the cost 

of all repairs and equipment and will exclude the pay and allowances of 

naval officers and enlisted men engaged in the restor~tion, 

SEC. 2 The Secretary of the Navy is hereby further authorized to give or 

to sell, under such regulations as he may prescribe, such parts or pieces, 

including rigging of the frigate Constellation, as are suitable for use as 

relics, souvenirs, or mementos, and which cannot profitably or advantageously 

be used in restoring thia vessel to original condition, to clubs, associa

tions, or individuals making donations or contributions for the restoration 

of the frigate Constellation. The cost of converting the aforesaid material 

into relics, souvenirs, or mementos shall be charged against, and the pro

ceeds of such sales shall be added to, the fund created by authority of 

this Act, 

Approved March 1;, 1948 
- l -



HISTORY OF THE USF CONSTELLATION 

On March 27, 1794 President Geor~ Washington of the United States 

approved an Act of Congress authorizing the acquisition of six vessels for 

the protection of our commerce against the depredations of the Barbary 

Powers. These. vessels, l~ter to be known aa the frigates UNITED STATES, 

CONSTELLATION, CONSTITUTION, PRESlDENT1 CHESAPEAKE, and CONGRESS, were 

built under the direction of the War Department as the Navy Department was 

not established until April 30, 1798. Work upon the six vessels was suspend

ed upon ratification of the treaty of peace with Algiers in November, 1795, 

but the complet~on of three, the UNITED STATES, CONSTELLATION, and CONSTI

TUTION was authorized in April, 1796, 

The CONSTELLATION, the second of these frigates to go down the ways, 

is now the oldest fleet unit in the United States Navy, the UNITED STATES 

having been scrapped and sold in 1864. She was designed by, or under the 

supervision of Naval Constructor Joshua Humphreys with the aid of another 

naval architect, Josiah Fox; built by NavaJ. Constructor David Stodder under 

the inspection of Captain ThOJ'llaa Truxton, her fi:r·st commanding officer; and 

launched on September 7, 1797 at Baltimore, Maryland, Copies of the orig

inal design may be found in The National Archives in Washington, D. c. and 

the museum of the Naval Academy at Annapolis, Maryland. 

The frigate CONSTELLATION first served her country as a man-of-war 

in the undeclared Quasi-War with France, 1798-1801. 

Early in the year 1798 news reached the United States that Charles 

Coteaworth Pinckney, _who had been sent by President Adams to succeed Jamee 

Monroe as our Minister to France, had been notified by the Chief Secretary 

of Foreign Affairs that the F'rench Directory could hold no COlllDlunication 

with him, At the same time, ,every packet that crune from S.t. Bartholomew, 

St. Kitts, or Curacao brought news. of American ships being overhauled and 
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• • plundered, of sailors beaten, and of cargoes seized and confiscated by the 

French. Upon the .receipt of this intelligence a great popular clamor arose 

which was reflected in Congress by the voting of a large sum for national 

defense; three frigates were ordered armed and manned and the number of 

revenue cutters increased. 

As a result, the CONSTELLATION and BAI!l1JMORE went to Havana in August, 

1798 and safely convoyed a fleet of sixty merchant vessels to the United 

States. For the rest of the year the CONSTELLATION aerved ae the flagship 

of the Squadron which patroled these waters.- During that autumn the CON

STELLATION captured two French privateers, the DILIGENTE and the UNION. 

On February 9, 1799, the CONSTELLATION, while on patrol, sighted a 

ship which proved to be the 36-gun French frigate INSURGENTE. Hoisting his 

colors, Canmodore Truxtun bore down on the ship and the French conanander, 

after first setting American colors, showed the French ensign and fired a 

gun to the windward by way of challenge. The CONSTELLA'.11ION rane;ed along

side, both ships opened fire, and a spirited action ensued. The CONSTELLA

TION crossed and recrossed the French frigates bow, pouring shot into her 

from ea.ch side, and when Truxtun drew out of the thick smoke of ·battle three 
. 

hours later the French ship struck her colors. John Rodgers, First Lieu

tenant of the CONSTELLATION, Midshipman David Porter, and eleven seamen were 

sent on board the prize to take possession. They succeeded in driving the 

Frenchmen into the lower hold and after riding out a three day gale this 

handful of men brought the frigate ear ely into St. Ki tta. The INSURGEN"I'E 

lost 70 of her crew of 400, while the CONSTELLATION lost 4 from her crew of 

The gallantry displayed by Cawnodore Truxtun in this fight was not only 

applauded in the United States, but the merchants of Lloyd's of London sent 

him. a present of silver plate engraved with a view of the fight between the 

two frigates. 
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Following th1$ engagement, the CONSTELLATION returned to the Un1ted 

States to be refitted. Her armament was then reduced by exchanging the 

24-pound guns in her main battery for twenty-eight 18-pound guns, with 

24-pound cannonades on her quarter deck. The latter were among the first 

of that type used in the American Navy. 

The CONSTELLATION sailed in January, 1800 for the island of Guadaloupe 

which was then the headquarters of the French privateers preying on our 

commerce. On February 11 Basse Terre being east fifteen miles, a strange 

sail was sighted. Truxtun hoisted colors arid made sail in chase, gaining 

fast on the stranger, which proved to be the French frigate VENGEANCE, 44 

guns. After g1 ving chase the entire day, the CONSTELLATION drew within hail 

of the VENGEANCE at about 8 P .M. Just as Truxtun lighted his battle lan

terns the French ship opened fire. Coming to close quertera before opening 

fire the CONSTELLATION exchanged broadsides with the VENGEANCE for over four 

hours, when the CONSTELLATION 1s mainmast went by the board, every shroud 

having been shot away. All the to:pJI1en went over the side with the mast, 

including Midshipman Jarvis who refused to leave his poet in the top until 

it was too late. Passengers on board the VENGEANCE reported later that 

she had hauled down her flag three times during the fieht, but in the dark

ness it was not observed by the Americana and the fight had continued. 

In the excitement consequent upon the loss of the mainmast, the French 

ship disappeared into the darkness and escaped. The CONSTELLATION was 

forced to make her wey to Jamaica for refitting. 

Congress awarded a gold medal to Commodore Truxtun for this action and 

expressed its regret at the death of midshipnan Jarvis. 

On February 3, 18011 a treaty of peace with France was ratified by the 

Senate, and the American Squadron was at once recalled from the West Indies. 

The CONSTELLATION returned to Delaware Bay. In April, while in Delaware 
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•.Bay, she dragged ~er anchors and grounded on a shoal. The tide ebbed so 

quickly that she lay over on her beam ends and filled with water. After 

about two weeks she was gotten off, and the opportunity was ta.ken to make 

extensive repairs and refittings. 

In M-9.rch, 1802, the United States still being at war with the Barbary 

Powers, the CONSTELLATION, under the command of Captain Alexander Murray, 

was sent to the Mediterranean. Early in May, she sailed to Tripoli to eid 

the BOSTON in the blockade of that port. 

One morning, not long afte~ the arrival of the CONSTELLATION, the mast

head lookout saw several ~mall vessel~ to the westward, stealing along 

z.1ore. They were made out to be seventeen Tripoli tan gunboats which, as 

it was later learned, had gone out at night to convoy in an American prize 

that was expected from Tunis. As the CONSTELLATION drew in near land the 

enemy divided his vessels into two divisions, the rear division falling 

within range of the CONSTELLATION 1s fire. The gunboats were forced upon 

the rocks along shore and completely destroyed. This affair was the opening 

of the aggressive efforts by the Americans against t.he port of Tripoli. 

The CONSTELLATION took an active part in the rest of the Barbary War, 

and after the treaty_. of peace signed in June, 1805, she returned to the 

United States. She was laid up in ordinary until the year 1812 when she 

was taken to Washington Navy Yard and to some extent rebuilt, being given 

fourteen inches more beam. 

When the War of 1812 broke out, the CONSTEUATION was ordered to sea 

and under the command of Captain Charles Stewart sailed to Hampton Roads 

f:t:-om the Washington Navy Yard, only to find such a strong blookading force 

of British vessels in the bay as to preclude the possibility of getting 

to sea. 
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In June, 1813, while the CONSTELLATION was at anchor near Craney Is-

land about five miles below the Norfolk Navy Yard, the British fleet, thir

teen men-of-war with transports and a body of troops under the command of 

Aclmiral Warren, appeared off the mouth of the James River. As the enemy 

was evidently making preparations to land, Captain Stewart at once sent a 

detachment of one hundred marines and sailors on shore to man a small battery 

on the north side of the island. At dawn the next day, the British were 

discovered landing around the point of the Nansemond River a.pd at 8 P.M. 

the barges attempted to land in front of the island. The CONSTELLATION at 

once opened such a well directed fire that the largest British barge, the 

CENTIPEDE, and Admiral Warren's barge were both sunk, and about fifty men 

were killed or drowned. The enellzy' speedily abandoned their attempt and with

drew. 

Thus the CONSTELLATION, although she had begun her career as success

fully as the CONSTITUTION, was blockaded dU+·ing the War of 1812 and condemned 

to remain in comparative idleness while the CONSTITlY£ION was winning un

dying laurels against the enemy. 

After the cl·ose of' the war with Great Britain, the CONSTELLATION, under 

the command of Captain Charles Gordon, was sent to the Mediterranean as a 

part of Commodore Stephen Decatur's squadron. Decatur's mission was to bring 

the again belligerent Barbary Powers to terms and cOJJJ.pel them to respect 

the conditions of their treaties with the United States. By June of 1815, 

Decatur had defeated the Algerine fleet a.nd the CONSTEILATION remained in 

the Mediten-anean till 1817 ex&eting indemnities from Algiers, Tunis, and 

Tripoli for the violation of our treaties with them, and liberating Chris

tians held in slavery by the Barbary Powers. 

From 1819 to 1820, the CONSTELT,Al'ION was on special service in the 

West Indies and Brazil and, from 1820 to 18221 she served in the Pacific 

1n Camnodore Charles Stewart •a squadron. During the years 1825-1827, the 
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• CON8I'ELLATION was the flagship of Commodore Lewis Warrington in the West Indies 

and, in 1829, she was sent on special service to France and England. Next she 

went to the Mediterranean under Captain A. s. Wadsworth from whence she returnee 

to Norfolk in November, 1831. 

In April, 1832, she sailed for the Mediterranean on a two year cruise 

under Captain Charles C. Read. In 1835, the CONSI'ELLATION became the flagship 

of Commodore A. J. Dallas' West Indie, Squadron. Fram 1840 to 1844, she served 

as the flagship of Commodore L. L. Kearney 1s East India Squadron. 

From 1845 to 1853, the CONSI'ELLATION was laid up in ordinary at Norfolk. 

In J.853 she was rebuilt as a 22-gun sloop-of-war. We find recorded in the 

Secretary of the Navy's Report for 1854 that " ••• being found altogether un

worthy of further repair she has been rebuilt as a spar deck sloop ••• " 

In 1859, the CONSTELLATION was attached to the United States African 

Squadron and stationed off the Congo River. Thia squadron was ordered eepeciall 

to watch for slavers, and the CONSTELLATION captured several, the moat notable 

being the slave brig CORA with 705 slaves aboard and the brig TRITON. 

The CONSTELLATION was recalled at the outbreak of the Civil War in 1861. 

She was asain assigned to the Mediterranean, this time to protect commerce 

from the vessels of the Confederacy. However, the introduction of steam driven 

ships had sounded the lalell of the sailing ships of all navies as men-of-war. 

Following the Civil War, the CONSTELLATION, after a brief tour of duty 

with Admiral Farragut at Mobile Bay, was assigned duty as a receiving ahip. 

From 1871 until 18931 she was used for the midshipmen's cruises with occasional 

special assignments. In 18,8, American displays for the Paris Exposition were 

taken on the CONSTEIJ,MION to France, where the hietoric ship aroused much 

interest. In 1880, she carried relief stores donated by the Americans to 

alleviate the famine in Ireland. 

In 1893 she was decommissioned and was used as a receiving and training 

ship at Newport. In 1926 she was placed in commission and visited the 
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• 
Sesquicentennial Exposition at Philadelphia and then returned to Newport and 

decommiaeJoned. 

She was recommissioned in Newport on the 2hth of August, 1940 by a direct 

order of President Roosevelt and on May 201 1941 was assigned duty as the flag

ship of Admiral E. J. King, who at that time was Commander-in-Chief, u. s. 

Atlantic Fleet. 

The CONsr.ELLATION was towed to the Boston Naval Shipyard in October, 1946 

and has remained there since that date, the oldest commissioned vessel in the 

United States Navy. 
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1797 
1799 

1799-1802 
1802-1805 
1805-1812 
1812-1815 
1815-1819 
1819-1820 
1820-1822 
1822-1824 
1824-1828 
1828-1829 
1829-1831 
1831-1832 
1832 .. 1834 
1834-1835 
1835.1838 
1838-1840 
1840 
1840-1843 
1843 
1843-1844 
1844-1855 
1855.1858 
1858-1859 
1859.1861 
1862-1864 
1864 
1865-1868 
1868-1871 
1871-1878 
1878 
1878-1880 
1880 
1880-1893 
1893.1914 
1914 
1914-1926 
1926 
1926-1940 
1946 
1946-1948 

Sept. 7. Launched at Baltimore, Maryland. 
Captured French frigate INSURGENTE, French privateers 
DILIGENTE and UNION. 
West Indies; battle with VENGEANCE. 
Mediterranean, blockade of Tripoli. 
In ordinary; Washington Navy Yard. 
Blockaded by English Fleet in Chesapeake Bay. 
Mediterranean; Barbary War. 
Cruise to Brazil station. 
Pacific Station. 
In ordinary; New York Navy Yard 
West Indies. 
In ordinary. 
England and Mediterranean cruise. 
In ordinary; Virginia Capes. 
Medi terrar1 oan 
Gosport Navy Y8.l1 d 
West India Squadron 
Boston Navy Yard for repairs. 
Brazil Station. 
South African Squadron 
Hawaiian Islands 
West coast of South America, 
Hampton Roads; rebuilt at Gosport Navy Yard. 
Mediterranean. 
Mediterranean. 
Sc:.t.h Africa Squadron; captured several slave traders. 
Mediterranean; guarding shipping from Confederate Navy. 
Mobile Bay with Admiral Farragut. 
Duty as receiving ship at Norfolk au1 Phil~elphia. 
Repaired; out of commission 
Cadet training ship. 
France with stores for Paris Exposition 
Cadet cruise and Mediterranean. 
Ireland with stores for Irish relief. 
Annapolis Cadet cruises. 
Newport; Receiving and stationary training ship. 
Bal.timore. 
Newport; Receiving ship. 
Philadelphia for Sesquicentennial Exposition. 
Newport; Training ship. 
Recommissioned; Admiral E. J. King's flagship. 
Boston Naval Shipyard. 
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• .. HISTORY OF CONSTrruTION CAMPAIGN 

'I1he restoration of the frigate CONSTELLATION represents the realization 

of the hopes of public minded citizens and patriotic groups for the past seve

ral decades. As early as 1914 Franklin D. Roosevelt as Assistant Secretary 

of the Navy tried to obtain the necessary legislation. Since that time there 

have been repeated attempts, lead by private citizens as well as organized 

gronps, to restore the CONffi'.II:LLATION as a national monument. The project is 

now begun under Public Law 442 passed by the 80th Congress on March 13, 1948. 

( see above) • 

It is believed that a brief background of the CONSTITUTION campaign will 

be of value at this time. The canplete records of this campaign, fiscal and 

administrative, will be kept in Roam 0103 of the Navy Department, Hashinston, 

D. c., until July 1, 1948. They will then be returned to the NationaJ. Archives 

in Washington and will be available throuch the Office of Naval Records and 

Library in the Archives. 

From the beginning of the "Save Old Ironsides" campaign in March, 1925, 

until it conclued 1n 1930, there were three main sources of revenue; donations, 

receipts from the sale of lithographic pictures, and receipts from the sale 

of souvenirs manufactured from the wood and metal taken out of the ship. 

There was also the additional item of $271 000 received as interest on bank 

deposits over the five year period. 

The greatest single net receipt came from donations. The first step was 

an attempt to collect money in pennies from the school children. There was 

some difficulty, particularly in the larger cities where the greatest aid was 

anticipated, when school officials objected to solicitation. In both large 

and small cities the Elka Clubs were of tremendous help. Their local units 

reached all the schools of the country, and they tied the campaign in with 

an essay contest, the topics for whioh were selected by President Coolidge. 

- 11 -



• • The School children's donations amounted to $154,ooo, and this was the first 

money spent on the ship. School de11atione and contributions from individuals 

and organizations, minus the $501 000 expense incurred 1n the collection, 

totaled $3001 0001 36% of the total amount raised by the campaign. largest 

single donation was $5,000. This was in markoa contrast to the British cam

paign to raise funds for the restoration of the VICTORY, Admiral Nelson's 

flagship, in which one man alone gave over $325,000. 

In June, 1926, efforts were begun to obtain the donation of various 

materials needed for the actual rebuilding of the CONSTl'l'UTION and resulted 

in the donation of lumber, metal fittings, and a complete suit of sails from 

various companies throup)lout the nation. 

SAIE OF PICTURES AND SOUVENIRS 

Upon completion of the campign in the schools the project of selling 

pictures was begun. An original painting of the CONS'i11TUTION under sail, 

with the copyright, was donated to the campaie,n by Artist Gordon Grant. 

Lithographs of the picture were made and sold in bookstores and department 

stores throughout the nation at 25¢ and later at 50¢. The receipts fran 

these sales, minus expenses amounted to $166,ooo, 19% of the total raised. 

The original picture was donated to the President and is now in the White 

House. 

In Ma~ch, 1927, the manufacture and sale of gavelo1 ashtrays, cigarette 

boxes, and other trinkets ma.de from the metal and wood removed from the ship 

was begun, resulting in a receipt, expenses deducted, of $124,ooo, 16% of 

the total campaign receipt, 

In 1930 Congress appropriated the $2201 000 necessary to complete the 

restoration. 

The cost of this campaign, whioh raised a total of $1,039,000, was 

$202,444. Thi~ expense included the cost of the pictures and souvenirs, 
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salaries, commissions, publicity, telegrams, postage, historical pamphlets, 

etc~ Of the remaining $837,500 actually expended in the rebuilding, the sources 

may be listed as follows: 

Donations 
Pictures 
Souvenirs 
Interest 
Congress 

$:;00,000 
$166,000 
$124;000 
$27,500 

$220,000 
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• • 

COMMITTEE SUGGESTIONS 

Profiting by the experiences of the CONSrITUTION campaign the Secretary 

of the Navy has asked citizens who represent a broad cross-section of American 

life to serve on the committee for the restoration of the CONSTELLATION. In 

this way it is hoped that the committee will be able to reach into all walks 

of life. 

Congress has not been asked to appropriate the funds necessary for this 

task because it is felt that by public subscription we focus the attention 

of America on the beginning of our history and those inherent principles of 

Democracy on which our great nation was founded. 

The work of the CONSTELLATION Cananittee will fall into two main categories. 

First, to gain widespread publicity for the campaign, and secondly, to set up 

a program for reaching every community in the nation through local clubs and 

organizations. 

The CONSTELLATION Committee, chosen as it is from leaders in many fields, 

will attract a good deal of attention. /my activities in which they engage 

should be written up for press release. Thi~ may be accomplished through a 

aub-cOllDllittee set up for that specific purpose. The Navy's Division of Pub

lic Information will assist in evecy wey possible. The Navy maintains Public 

Information Offices in each of the 15 Naval Districts, the River Commands, and 

at the Navy Department in Washington, D. c. wnich will also be available to 

assist. A list of these offices, their locations and director, is included 

in this folder. 

In the course of the drive there will be many events and dates which will 

be splendid material for drawing the public's attention to the campaign. 

Several eusgeetiona have already been submitted to the Navy Department. One 

of these is that the first donation to the fund be flown from California to 

Washington in a Constellation plane and presented to the Secretary of the Navy 
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by the president of the company manufacturing this plane named for the his

toric ship CONSTELLATION. 

A second suggestion project is the issuing of a special CONS11ELLATION 

stamp, possibly on September 7, the armiversary of the ship's launching. 

Such events as these should result in wide newspaper, radio and newsreel 

coverage. 

While the CONSTELLATION Committee will plan and execute events of national 

interest, keep the campaign before the public, and possibly solicit the larger 

donations, it has been found that the work in the medium sized and small 

communities is best accomplished by enlisting the aid of fraternal, social, 

and patriotic organizations. In the CONSTITUTION campaign the governors of 

each state were asked to, and did, set up state committees for the campaign, 

but little or nothing was accomplished through them. The Elke Clubs of America 

did the major aha.re of that local work which is eo vital to a campaign of 

this type. 

There are few communities in the United States that do not have some 

sort of fraternal or patriotic organization. It will be the work of the 

committee to reach one or more of these in each community and set up a system 

whereby all members of the community are asked to support the campaign. In 

searching out "organized America" it has been found tnat groups fall into 

fairly well defined categories. Their strength varies in communities and 

care should be exercised in the selection of those ones asked to lead the 

drive in a particular locale. They are listed below for the committee's 

convenience. 

Agricultural groupa; 4-H, Future Farmers of America, etc. 
Civic Clubs; Chamber of Commerce, Elks, Lions, Kiwanis, Rotary etc. 
Educational Organizations; Parent Teachers Asen. NEA, etc. 
Fraternal Organizations; Mason$, K of C etc. 
Patriotic groups; DAR, Navy Leasue, Navy Clubs, etc. 
Veterans Organizations; VFW, American Legion, etc, 
Youth Organizations; Boy Scouts, YMCA, etc, 
Women 1s Organizations; General Federation of Women •a Clubs, 

Navy Mothers, etc. . 
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Captain A .. Macondray , .R ocra 0il0, Navy De:_.k11·G.:n.er1t, vfash ington, Ds c .. , main

tains a cemplete file of the home offices and officers, number of local chap

ters, etc., of all prom,inent national organizations. This office will furnish 

all assistance p~ssible in contacting these groups, If the co.mmittee feels 

that certain ~rganizations are important enough to warrant a representative 
• ·' 

on the CONSTELLATION Committee, it is within their power t~ invite such per-

sons to join ~hem. 

Donations will probably again be the most important s~_ngle source of 

income. From the public interest point of view, it is important that the great

est possible number of people be asked to contribute to the cause, many small 

dor.ations being preferable to fewer large ones. Schools, private institutions 

as well as public should be reached. Several schools have already made collec

tions on the strength of advance publicity concerning thA campaign and are 

holding their contri0utions until the proper machinery for accepting it has 

been organized by the committee. 

Several sketches ~f the CONSTELLATION have been sub.nutted to the Navy 

Department in cnnnection with the possible use of picture sales as a source 

of revenue. These will be submitted to the colIJlllittee for their consideration. 

Many interesting prints and pictures of the CONSTELLATION are to be found 

in museums and private homes throughout the country. The Committee might 

set up sQme sort of a scheme for seeing these with. a view to finding the 

best possibJ,.e ~nes to be copied for sale., _should this source of income be 

used. A general call throughout the country for such pictures as well as 

any authentic mementos or records of the CONSTELLATION would result in numerous 

stories of local interest and possibly in real aid to the Navy in the work 

of restoration. 

The saJ.e of souvenirs made from unus•d parts of th9 CONSTELLATION has 

been authorized by Cengr-ess. Information cor.cerning parts available for this 

use may be obtained from the Boston Navy Yard through Captain s .• N, Pyne 1 

Bureau of Ships, Room 4509, Navy De:partm.ent, Washington, D. c. 
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List of Public Information Officers on Duty at Naval Districts e.nd Other 
Commands, 

FIRST NAVAL DISTRICT 
Camroaridant: Rear Admiral Morton L. Deyo, USN 
495 Summer Streot, Boston 10, Maes. 
Public Information Officer: Commander s. H. P. Read, USN 

THIRD NAVAL DISTRICT 
Commandant: Vice Admiral Walters. Delany, USN 
U. S. Naval Shipyard, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
Public Information Officer: Captain Charles G. Duffy, USNR 

FOURI'H NAV~ DISTRICT 
Commandant: Vice Admiral Jamee L. Kaufman, l,JSN 
u. s. Naval Base, Bldg. 6, Philadelphia 121 Permaylvania 
Public Information Officer: Captain George w. Campbell, USN 

FIFTH NAVAL DISTRICT 
Commandant: Rear Admiral Walden L. Ainsworth, USN 
U. s. Naval Operating Base, Norfolk, .Vi~ginia 
Public Information Officer: Commander Wilson Starbuck, USNR 

SIXTH NAVAL DISTRICT 
Commandant: Rear Admiral L, T. DuBose, USN 
U. s. Naval Base, Charleston, South Carolina 
Public Information Officer: Commander Earl M. Collison, USNR 

SEVENTH NAVAL DISTRICT 
Commandant: Rear Admiral Ralph E. Davison, USN 
U. s. Naval Air Station, Jacksonville, Florida 
Public Information Officer: Commander J. D. Shea, USN 

EICHI'H NAVAL DISTRICT 
Commandant:R.Adiuiral L. F. Reifsnider, USN 
Federal Office Bldg., New Orleans, Louisiana 
Public Information Officer: Commander J. c. Ford, USN 

NINTH NAVAL DISTRICT 
Commandant: Rear Admiral J. c. Jones, USN 
u. s. Naval Base, Great Lakes, Illinois 
Public Information Officer: : Commander s. B. Wright, USNR 

TENTH NAVAL DIS'l'RICT 
Comrnendant: V:fce Admiral D. E. Barbey, USN 
u. s. Navy Headquarters, 10th Naval Diet.riot, San Juan, Puerto Rico 
Public Information Officer: Lt. Comdr. H. E. Harm.an, USNR 

EIEVENTH NAVAL DISTRICT 
Commandant: Reax- Admiral B. ~. Bieri, USN 
U. s. Navy Headquarters Bldg., San Diogo, California 
Public Information Officer: Captain R, A. Diedorff, USN 
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TWELFTH NAVAL DISTRICT 
C omrnandant: Rear Admiral D. B. Beary I USN 
Federal Office Bldg., San Francisco 2, Calif. 
Public Information Officer: Captain T. R. Wirth, USN 

THIRrEENTH NAVAL DISTRICT 
Commandant: Rear Admiral H. H. Good, USN 
u. s. Naval Station, Seattle 99, Washington 
Public Information Officer: Captain A. c. Burrows, USN 

FOURTEENTH NAVAL DISTRICT 
Commandant: Rear Admiral R. W. Hayler, USN 
Box 135, Navy 128, Pearl Harbor1 T.H., c/o FPO, San Francisco, 
Public Information Officer: Lt\Jg) G. H. Jensen, USN 

FIFTEENTH NAVAL DISTRICT 
Commandant: Rear Admiral E. W. Hanson, USN 
15th N.D. Headquarters, Box 108, Fort Amador, Canal Zone 
Public In~ormation Officer: Commander J. M. Carver, USNR 

SEVENTEENTH NAVAL DISTRICT 
C ommaridant: Rear Admiral A. E. Montgomery, USN 
u. S. Navy Headquarters, Kodiak, Alaska 
Public Information Officer: Lt. Comdr. Tilden L. Brooks, USN 

POI'OMAC RIVER NAVAL COMMAND 
C ammandant: Rear Admiral Glen B. Da.vis, USN 
U. s. Naval Gun Factory, Bldg. 2001 Washington 25, D, c. 
Public Information Officer: Lt. H.K. Griffin, USN 

SEVERN RIVER NAVAL COMMt.ND 
Commandant: BearAdmira.lJ. L. Holloway, Jr . 
.Annapolis, Maryland 
Public Information Officer: Commander c. R. Burke, USN 
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• While the Secretary of the Navy hopes that the raising of funds to make 

possible the restoration of the USS CONSTELLATION will be primarily a civilian 

project, planned and directed by the National Committee, the Department of 

the Navy is eager to offer the committee assistance in any manner possible. 

An officer has been appointed in each of the Bureaus and Divisions connected 

with the restoration who will endeavor to make the resources of his particular 

unit available to the committee, These officers are; 

Office of the Chief of Naval 
Operations 

Bureau of Ships 

Bureau of Supplies and Accounts 

Office of Judge Advocate 
General 

Office of Public Relatiens 

Division cf Naval History 

C.API'AIN REX L. HICKS 
Navy Department, Rm·. 2714 
Washington, D. C. 

C APr AIN S. N, PTIJE 
Navy Department, Ton. 4509 
Washington, D. C. 

CAPTAIN P. C. CORNING 
Navy Department 
Arlinrston Annex, Rm. 1603 
W ashincton, D. C • • 

C 0MMMIDER T. F. RYAN 
Navy Department, Rm. 2320A 
Washington, D. C!. 

. . 
Cemmander R. H. Mcill!AilJE 
Navy Department, Rm. c105 
W ashinet·"n·, D. C • 

CAPTAIN J, P. HEFFERN.AN 
Navy Dei:,artment, Rm. 1831 
Washington, D. C. 

The actual work of the rest~rine of the CONSTELLATION will be under the 

Bureau of Ships. Captains. N. ~yne of this Bureau will furnish information 

on the ship's present condition, estimates of the cost of her restorati•n, 

and the extent to wr..ich the original plans may be practically followed in her 

rebuilding. 

Captain P. c. Cerning of the Bureau of Supplies and Accounts will assist 

the cr.mmittee in the handling of the funds, and may be call~d upon for advice 

in financial problems which may confront the c("IJ'nltittee, such as the dispersing 

ef contri1utions. 
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.. 
Commander T. F. Ryan of the Office of Judge Advocate General will offer 

legal assistance and advice in the interpretation and application of the law 

authorizing the restoration and the collection of funds. 

Commander R.H. Mcilwaine will +epresent the Office of Public Relations 

on the Navy Advisory Committee. The facilities of this office will be avail

able to the committee for assistance in arranging events of public interest 

in connection with the campaign. Press releases will be prepared and dissem

inated by this office upon request, or by any of the District Public Infor~ 

mation Offices. 

When a campaign of this sort is before the public many excellent ideas 

are submitted to the Department of the Navy by private citizens. 'Ihese are 

received by the Office of Public Relations and will be relayed to the Con

stellation Committee for consideration. 
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... U .s. FRIGATE CONSTEU,ATION RESTORATION COMMITTEE 

Acceptances 

Mr. Frenk·Recht 
President, Havy League of the United States 
1250 West Van Buren Street 
Chicago 7, Illinois 

Mr. Jemes F. O'Neil 
National Commander, American Legion 
777 North Meridian 
Indianapolis, Indiana 

Mr. Ray H. Branneman 
Commander-in-Chief 
Veterans of Foreign Wars 
Defense Building 
Washington, D. c. 

Mr. H. H. Rogge 
President, Nav-J Industrial Association 
Westinghouse Electric Corporation 
Pittsburgh, Permsylvania 

Mr-. Richard Farrelly 
President, Navy Council 
Mendham, New Jersey 

Mr. Thomas Watson, Sr • .-, 
President, International Business Me-chines Corp. 
590 Madison ·Avenue 
New York 221 N.Y. 

Dr. Willard Givens 
Executive Secretary, National Education Association 
120116th Street, N.W, 
Washington, D. c. 

Mr. William Bell Clark 
135 s. LaSalle Street 
Chfcago, Ill. 

Mr. Phillip Murray 
President, Congress of Industrial Organizations 
718 Jackson Place N.W. 
Washington, D. C; 

Mr. William Green 
President, .American Federation of Labor 
901 Massachusetts Aven~e N.W, 
Washington, D. C. 
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.The Moat Reverend Patrick A. 0 1Boyle 
Archbishop of Washington 
619 10th Street N.W. 
Washington, D. c. 

Rabbi Aba Hillel Silver, D.D. 
The Temple, East 105th Street at Ansel Rd. 
Cleveland, ·oh10 

Mr. Justin Miller 
President, American Association of Broadcasters 
1771 N. St., N.W. 
Washington, D. c. 

Mr. Cranston Williems (name should not appear on letterhead, etc.) 
General Manager, American Newspapers Publishers Association 
1600 I St., N.W. 
Washington, D. C. 

Mr.- Robert Gross 
President, Lockheed Aircraft Corp. 
P. o. Box 551 
Bur·bank1 California 

Fleet Admiral William D. Leahy, USN 
Chief of Staff to Commander in Chief 
The 'White House 
Washington, D. C .. 

Fleet Admiral Chester W. Nimitz, USN 
Special Advisor to the Secretary of the Navy 
Federal Building 
San Francisco, California • 

Fleet Admiral William F. Halsey, USN 
Chairman of University of Virginia Development Fund 
The Rotunda, 
Charlottesville, Virginia 

.. 
Fleet Admiral Ernest J. King, USN 
Office of Secrete.ry of the Navy 
Washington, D. C. 

General. A. A. Vandegrift, U.9¥.C 
1519 Langhorne Road 
Lynchburg, Virginia 

Mr. Carter T. Barron 
Manager, Easter Division, Loew•s Inc. 
Loew•e Capital Theater 
Wanhington, D. c. 

Mr. John Philip Frey 
President, Metal Trades Depart.znent 
American Federation of labor 
Washington, D • C • 
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Commander John Davis, USN (Ret) 
Governor's Sta.ff House 
Providence, R. I. 

Corrmodore George H. Bowdey, USN (Ret) 
15 Greenough Place 
Newport, R.I. 

Mr. Tom Keegan 
National Commandant, Navy Club of the United States of America 
419 w. State Street 
Rockford, Illinois 

Mrs. Roscoe c. 0 1Byrne 
President, National Society of the Daughters of the .American Revolution 
1720 D St. N.W. 
Washington, D. c. 

Mr. Frank B. Steele 
Secretary General 
Sons of the ..American Revolution 
1227 16th St. N.W. 
Washington, D. C. 

Mr. Robert Ga.n-ett 
President, Society for the Preservation of Maryland Antiquities 
201 W. Monument Street 
Baltimore l, Maryland 

Mr. John F. Farrell 
Adjutant Quartermaster, United Spanish War Veter&ns 
921 Pennsylvania Ave., s.E. 
Washington, D. C. 

Mr. M. v. Brewington 
R. R. #1 • 
Cambridge, Maryland 

--
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