*x

AMERICAN JEWISH
ARCHIVES
R

Abba Hillel Silver Collection Digitization Project

Featuring collections from the Western Reserve Historical Society and
The Jacob Rader Marcus Center of the American Jewish Archives

MS-4787: Abba Hillel Silver Papers, 1902-1989.
Series |: General Correspondence, 1914-1969, undated.
Sub-series A: Alphabetical, 1914-1965, undated.

Reel Box Folder
26 9 580

Consumers' League of Ohio, 1925-1926.

Western Reserve Historical Society American Jewish Archives
10825 East Boulevard, Cleveland, Ohio 44106 3101 Clifton Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220
(216) 721-5722 (513) 487-3000

wrhs.org AmericanJewishArchives.org



HONORARY PRESIDENT
MISS MYRTA L. JONES

HONORARY VICE PRESIDENTS
DR. ROBERT BISHOP

PROFESSOR H. E. BOURNE

MRS. JAMES A. GARFIELD

MRS. F. H. GOFF

RT. REV. W. T. LEONARD

MR. SAMUEL MATHER

RT. REV. MONSGR. O'REILLY

MISS EMMA M. PERKINS

MISS BELLE SHERWIN

ELECTRIC BLDG.

THE CONSUMERS’ LEAGUE OF OHIO

700 PROSPECT AVENUE

CLEVELAND
MAIN 1

MISS WILMA I, BALL
PRESIDENT

MISS ALICE P. GANNETT
FIRST VICE PRESIDENT
MISS MILDRED CHADSEY
SECOND VICE PRESIDENT
MISS HELEN PHELAN
RECORDING SECRETARY
MRS. I. THEODORE KAHN
TREASURER
MISS MARIE R. WING
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY

33

November 3, 1925,

Rabbi A. H. Silver,
The Temple,
Cleveland, 0,

My dear Rabbi Silver:-

EXECUTIVE BOARD

DR. B. F. ALBERTSWORTH
MRS. NEWTON D. BAKER
MISS WILMA 1. BALL
MRS. E. 8. BASSETT

MRS. ALBERT H. BATES
MISS GRACE BERGER
MRS. A. T. BREWER

MR. HOWARD F. BURNS
MISS MILDRED CHADSEY
MISS ELEANOR FERRIS
MRS. CARRIE GALLAGHER
MISS ALICE P. GANNETT
MRS. KEPPELE HALL

MR. A. R. HATTON

MRS. 1. THEODORE KAHN
MRS, SAMUEL McNALLY
MR. D. E. MORGAN

MRS. A. C. MORSE

MISS HELEN PHELAN
MISS JULIA RAYMOND
DR. HAROLD RUH

MR. ROY SHANKS

RABBI A. H. SILVER
MRS. HOWARD 8. THAYER
MRS. HARRY WEMBRIDGH

The November meeting of the Consumers! League Board
will be held at Goodrich House, 1420 E. 31lst St,, Tuesday after-
noon, November 10th, at 3:00 P.Ms Miss Gannett, our First Vice
President, has invited us to remain after the meeting for tea.

A few of the members of the Board have not yet made
their pledge to the budget for 1926 We hope that if you have not
been able to attend to this matter, you can do so before the Board
meeting, so that we may heve as full a report as possible of the

status of the campaign.

Sincerely yours,

T Pos am il

g

Elizgbpth S. Magee,
Executive Secretary,
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Rabbi A, H, Silver,
he Temple, E. 105th St.,
Cleveland, O,

Dear Rabbi Silver:-

Under separate cover, I am sending you
a copy of a publication which we have just issued, entitled
"An Analysis Of The Report of the Ohio Minimum Wage Come
missions”" I think you will find the book very readable and
quite illuminating in reﬁard to the wérk which the so-called

"Fact Finding Commission" did.

We are hoping to have an article on this
book in one of the Cleveland papers in the near future, I
hope that you will find time to read it, and that we may
refer to you for your opinion on it,

Sincerely yours,

Eligapeth S. Magee, -
Executive Secretary.
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Rabbi A. H. Silver,
The Temple,
Cleveland, Ohio,

Dear Rabbi Silver:

At the annual meeting of the
Consumers' League of Ohio, to be held Friday,

February 5th, the election of officers and board
members for the ensuing year will take place.

We hope very much that you will be willing to
continue as a member of the Consumers'! League
Board, Will you kindly indicate your willi

to serve in this capacity by sending word to the
Consume eague Office as soon as possible?
Very sincerely yours,

Revelo C . Jhase

For the Nominating Committee.

A. R. Hatton,

Helen Phelan,

Mrs. lloward S, Thayer, Chairman,




CLoriScrrters caguec

$QIMIMNITY CHEST& IN OHIO

A paper written by liss Amy llaher of the Toledo
Consumers! Leaguc and rcad at the National Con-
sumers! Leaguc mccting in Boston, November 15th,

Mr. Norton of Dotroit, Chairman of last ycart's Conference of
Social Work at Denver, said, in his scries of a rticles on Commanity
Chests, that controversial causcs like the Consumers! Leagucs should
be financed outside the Chests, and the assumption by most pcople is
that they werce so financed before any Chests wore formed, and can as
casily be so financed, still, This ignorcs all thc differences which
the very prosence of a Chest in a city makes to organizations not in-
cluded in it,

FROM THE POINT OF VIEW OF ORGANIZATIONS NOT INCIUDED.

First, of coursc, thc omitted organization is considered by
the casual public to have somc stigma, some crooked or carcless book=
keeping, some poor working or administrative methods. If you arc not
included in the Community finaneing there must be, they arc apt to think,
somc vory sinistor rcason,far from being a credit to yous

sceondly, cven if the central administration of the Chest
docs not cmphasizo immunity from all but one appeal, many of the thous-
ands of solicitors do promisc immunity as part of their argument. This
mekes people irritated whore theoy arc approsched for outside causcs, latore
0f coursc thc name "Community" Chest is unjustifiablo, when it includes
only some of the Community cfforts.

The solicitor comes to the housc with a card on which is the
quota assigned to the prospeetive giver; often he cannot afford to give
that lump sum, and to other causcs tooe It takcs great beléef in a causc
to have thd courage to rcfusc to give that quota, ycar aftor yecar, and be
stigmatized as stingy. Onc of our contributors had that rcfusal thrown
at her in a very large public mcotinge As some one s%id: "many pcople
judge your valuc as a citizon by the amount you give, as published in the
list, annually, by the Chost,"-- You cannot hope to find many persons in
the Community who belicve in your causc dcoply cnough to stand all of this
for its sakce

Thirdly, many pcople usc their having given to the Chest as an
oxcusc. A8 Somo onc put it, "Thc Chcst sows up tho pockets of the Com-
munitye"”

Fourthly, The ncccssity of mocting the viows of thc Disbursc=-
ments Committcc, Erivos some of the organizations into work vhich appeals
to that Cormittce rather than work which is nore fundancntale

Fifthly, tho organizations losc rumoch independenco and couragce
In our city o class for ficld workors in the AeCe worctold "now you sce
what happened to the Consuniers?! Leaguc becausc it neddled with wagces: tho
Chost would not stand for any talking cbout wagese" Bofore tho War, it
yns the Soeinl Workerst! Club that introduced and worked for a Strcot Trades
Ordinancc, vhoroas, when the same subjoet was up twro yoars ago, the workors




-l
in two difforent settlomonts did not darc tostify at the City Countil mect-
ings. The Chost did not say thoy could not do seo, but they have ne idca
how far thoy dare go, and so stay on tho safo sido,

FROM THE POINT OF VIEW OF THE COMMUNITY

Mr, Norton felt that now and experimecntal attacks on the prob-
lems of poverty ct al ought to bo financed outside the Chest, but it is a
very difficult matter to get them started in a Chost city. Thoso now cf=-
forts arc often the most procious promisc we have, and to make thom so
difficult as to crush out many is a serious infant mortality of possible
helps towards solution of many problomg--

Sccondly, it is much easicr for Big Business to cut off funds from
organizations objoetionable to them; they could not reach the whole list of
our contributors, in the old days, but they can recach five men on a Dis-
burscments Committoe.

Thirdly, the coercion usod is very distressing; plants aro given
100% banners or arc listed in thc papers. An employce of a bank told me he
had to give $40, and pulled from his pocket a piece of papor where ho had
figured his budget:- "I pay this for rent, and I give this to my wife every
week to run the house, and this is my insurance, and this is the interost
on my note hore at the bank -~ I borrowed it to help my brothor's family -
he's out of work -« Now you can sce my wages won't cever all that, and
where's $40 éoming from?” When I suggested ho refuse he said no, he must
koeep his job: Now surely it is a poor social cconomy not to do all wo
can to kecp out of thc dependont class all who are self-supporting, by dint
of struggle and deprivation, and this policy of forecing them to contribute
a specifiod sum, when we have no conception of the state of their budget,
is rather short sightod, aside from theo indignation onc feols over the
power to coerce, itsclf,

Fourthly, we have to face the fact, that under a Chest regime, the
city can advance only to the social knowledge and vision of the men en tho
Disbursomonts Committee, Tho purso strings outlinc our horizon —- The Dis-
burscments Committec are businoss men: the Committces of five who decided

to discontinuo our support was a coal morchant, an insurance man, a dry

goods merchant, a bond dealer, and a glass mamufacturor. They were supposed=
ly "successful business men", and what time had they over had to study

social secience, or actual conditions in the City? Morcover, business men,

even when they do roalize conditions or the veluc of cortain methods, are not
frec to express themselves individually, BSuppose thc coal dealer wishes to
drop an organization he dislikes, and that you, an insurance man, carry
thousands of dollars of insurance on his coal yards, you won?!t oppose and
anger him beyond e eccrtain p oint: I do not mean te attach blame to them,
butis it not a quostion whether ug; five mon arc wiso and oxperienced and ime
partial enough to understand an rect the whole social program of a big city?

Fif'thly, the Chest campaigns arc so often not roal oducation of tho
Public, bul emotional appeals. Ono year the orphans a Thc County Home wore
driven about our city in a big truck, with banners, -- as part of tho pube
licity drive.

Lastly, as an intorosting guess, won't it all mean that the new and
controvorsial work will fall to the sharo of tho women's clubs, who arc free,
financially. but without paid experienced cxccutives? And won't that mean
that we shall have to wait, and be pationt with their mistakes until they
have caught up with what social workors have learned in the last twenty-five
years?




Pebruary Pirst
1926

Yrs. Howard S. Thayar,

The Consumers Iesague of Chio,
308 Buclid Avenue,
Clevelznd , Chio.

My desr ¥rs. Thayer,

I shall be very glad to continue as =
member of the Hxscutive Board of the Consumers
League of Uhio zmi the Nominating Committee is
at libarty to present my name for re-election

at the meoeting tc be hald February Hth.

7ith kindest rogsrds, permit me to
remain

very sincerely yours,
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February 11, 1926,

Rabbi A. H, Silver,
The Temple,
Cleveland, Ohio.
Dear Rabbi Silver:
May I thank you for the

first payment of your pledge to the work

of the Consumers! League of Ohio for 1926,

for which check in the amount of $100,00
was received February 3rd.

Very sincerely,

-

(L abeih S
Elizabeth 5. llagee,
Executive Secretary,
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RABBI A. H. SILVER

July 8, 1926,

Rabbi A. H. Silver,

The Temple,

Ansel Road & E. 105th St.,
Cleveland, Ohio,

Dear Rabbi Silver:
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MRS. NEWTON D. BAKER
MISS FLORENCE BALL
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Non-Resident Members:
SENATOR J. F. BURKE, ELYRIA, OHIO.
DR. M. B. HAMMOND, COLUMBUS, OH10.
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Very sincerely yours,

TUIIYY o

Alice P, Gannett, President.






