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RUSSIAN WAR RELIEF INCORPORATED, 535 FIFTH AVENUE, OPENING
NATIONAL CAMPAIGN AT MADISON SQUARE GARDEN BENEFIT MONDAY
OCTOBER TWENTY SEVENTH STOP HONORABLE JOSEPH E DAVIES PRINCIPAL
SPEAKER AND AMONG PROMINENT GUESTS ARE AMBASSADORS OF GREAT
BRITAINe CHINA, YUGOSLAVIA STOP WILL APPRECIATE GREETINGS
STATING ENCOURAGEMENT OUR EFFORTS BASED ON NEEDS OF RUSSIAN
PEOPLE BECAUSE OF STRUGGLE WITH GERMANY STOP GREETINGS WILL
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JEWISH COUNCIL RWR SENDING FOLLOWING CABLE USSR QUOTE THE
JEWS OF 2000 ORGANIZATIONS ASSOCIATED WITH JEWISH COUNCIL
RUSSIAN WAR RELIEF GREET YOU ON OCCASSION 25TH
ANNIVERSARY STOP DESPITE ALL BESTIAL FASCIST ATROCITIES
YOU PROVE ONCE AGAIN UNALTERABLE DETERMINATION YOUR

COURAGEOUS PEOPLE TO FIGHT TO VICTORY AND RID HUMANITY
OF HORRORS OF FASCISM STOP JEWS OF AMERICA ARE PROUD OF

THEIR HEROIC BROTHERS IN RANS OF GLORIOUS RED ARMY STOP
WE PLEDGE TO FOLLOW EXAMPLE UNITY OF YOUR PEOPLES AND TO
MUSTER ALL FORCES FOR GREATER AID UNQUOTE MAY WE HAVE YOUR

SIGNATURE AMONG 100 OTHER OUSTANDING AMERICAN JEWS STOP
REPLY COLLECT=

LOUIS LEVINE ACTING CHAIRMAN JEWISH COUNCIL RUSSIAN
WAR RELIEF 11 EAST 35TH ST NEWYORK NY.
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October lst,1942

Rev. Abba H. Silver,
2 East 105th Street,

Cleveland, VUhio

My dear hev.Silver:

You are cordially invited to meet iiss Yung Wang
famous actress and student leader from China;
Lieut.Viadimir Pchelintsev and Nikolai Krasavchenxo
of the Soviet Union, Captain Peter Cochrane of
Engand and Haden Kadir of Java representing the
Netherlands, at a dinner being given by the Youth
Committee of Russian War Relief and the War Chest
organizaton of Cleveland.

These young people bring us their personal stories
of the peoples who are writing a glorious chapter

in the war against Fascism. As a leader in the
Cleveland community, your participation in this
welcome will serve to show our guests that tiiis city
is keenly .ware of the heroic role the armies of their
respective nations are playing in the fight of the
United Nations toward victory.

The dinner will be held at six-thirty p.m. on
Wednesday,0ctober 14th, at the City Club 712 Vincent
Avenue. Reservations may be made by returning the
enclosed postal card or by ca.ling MAin 1517.

We hope that it will be possible for you to be
present.

Sincerely yours,

THE YOUTH COMMITTEE.

O L - 2

Katherine Bulkley, Chairman

108 i

EDWARD BLYTHIN, Chairman

J. G. GEDDES, Treasurer MRS. J. S. MARSHALL, Secretary

Executive Committee

CYRIL BATH WALTER FLORY
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LEONA D. HOLE, Executive Secretary
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October 7, 1942

Mi=s Katherine Bulkley, Chairman
ussian Var FRelief, Ine.

457 The Arcade

Cleveland, Ohio

My deuyr iiss Bulkleys

Thank you for your &ind letter cf
October 1, I should very much like to attend the
meeting on Vedneeday evening, Uctober l4., Uunfortunately

I shall have to officlate at a wedding «t that time.

If I can get uway from my enzagessnt in tiue to hear

part of the program, I shall be very happy to do so.
With all good wishes, I remuin

Very cordially your:s,




Full Information Filed with the President’s Committee on War Relief Agencies

Jewish Council for Russian War Relief,

MOVED TO
535 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK, N. Y. 11 EAST 354 STRET

NEW YORK
Lexington 2-7682 Room 100

Decerber 18, 1942

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver
Dast 105th Street & Ansel TNoad
Cleveland, Ohio

ear Rabbi Silver:

February 22, 1943 will mark the First Anniversary of the estab-
lishment of the Jewish Council for Russian War Relief, Inc,

The Council is planning a great unity conference and dinner to
commemorate the event, to be held Sunday, February 28th. e
expect delegates from 1,500 New York Jewish organizations and
from key cities throughout the country. The conference will
suimmrize the year's work of the Council and will lay .plans for
an even pgreater campaign during the coming year.

The proposed text of the Conference Call is enclosed. It will
be sent to thousands of organizations as soon as it is printed,
/e are eager to have it signed by ten or twelve outstanding
leaders in Jewish 1ifs, including yourself: Frofessor Albert
Tinstein, Sholem Asch, the Honorable Jonah J. Goldstein, Tabbi
Joseph H. Lookstein, and Dr. Chaim Zhitlowsky have already
arreed to act as signatories.

There are only two months in which to prepare the conference,
and I hope that you can let us have an immediate reply. If you
are willing to add your name to the Call, will you please sign
one of thoﬂcopies and send it to me by return air mail. The
other copy is for your files.

Sincere® vours,

,/ -~
E 3 Nl ///'
V/Xﬁdftampq(¢22232§%%¢¢p\,

Louis Levine
Aeting Chairman

e 1’10] -

Honorary Chairman, Professor Albert Einstein ¢ Acting Chairman, Louis Levine * Honorary Vice-Chairmen: Rabbi Leo Jung * Baron Edouard
de Rothschild * Dr. Chaim Zhitlowsky ¢ Vice-Chairmen: Sholem Asch * John L. Bernstein * Elias Fife ¢ Harold O. N. Frankel * Rabbi
Israel Goldstein * Herman Hoffman ¢ Hon. Stanley M. Isaacs * Louis Levine * Rabbi Joseph H. Lockstein * Dr. Joseph A. Rosen * Dr.

Maxwell Ross * Reuben Salzman * Dr. L. Schatzov * S. Serwitz * +Benjamin Winter ¢ Executive Secretary, Peter Rosoff * Treasurer,
Harold L. Crossman . 412
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Help Russia— ; Registered with President's War Relief Control Board No. 547

Participant in National War Fund

Hasten Victory!

11 EAST 35TH STREET, NEW YORK 16, N. Y.

LEXINGTON 2-4900

Rabbli Abba Hillel Silver
The Temple

E. 105th St, at Ansel Road
Cleveland, Ohio

Dear Rabbi Silver:

You were good enough, two years ago, to accept membership on the

Religious Committee of Russian War Relief. Because of the change
in the program brought about by the participation of Russian War

Relief in the National War Fund, this Committee, as you know, has
not been active in recent months.

With the increased interest in the ecumenical movement throughout
the world, we believe that church members will want to participate

more actively in getting as much help as possible to the suffering
Russian people.

I have, therefore, accepted the chairmanship of the Inter-Faith
Committee of Russian War Relief and I trust that you will be
willing to continue as a member of this Committee. May I count
on you?

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Allen Wardwell, Honorary Chairman  Edward C. Carter, President ® Henry C. Alexander, Vice-President ® Rev. Henry Sloane Coffin, Vice-President ® B. A. Tompkins, Treasurer
Warren P. Livingston, Asst. Treasurer ® Lewis V. Mays, Asst, Treasurer ® William W. Lancaster, Secretary  Harold H. Helm, Asst. Secretary ® Frances Adams ® Zlatko Balokovic
William L.Batt ® C.C. Burlingham ¢ Dr. Hugh Cabot ® Mrs. Edward C. Carter ¢ Mrs. Hugh L. Cooper ® John C. Cooper ® Maurice P. Davidson ® David R. Faries ® Marshall Field
Henry Grady ® William Green ® Peter Grimm ® Mrs. N. Penrose Hallowell ® Mrs. J. Borden Harriman ¢ Willam N. Haskell o Pierre Jay ® Gale F. Johnston ® Benjamin H. Kizer
Leo Krzycki ® Harry McCall ® Clark H. Minor ® Harriet Moore ® William Morris, Jr. o Philip Murray ® Raymond Robins ® Joseph A.Rosen ® James N. Rosenberg ® Reeve Schley
Serge Semenenko ® Dr. Henry E. Sigerist ® Hon, Alfred E. Smith e Vilhjalmur Stefansson © Francis C. Stokes ¢ Enders M. Voorhees ® Thomas J. Watson ¢ W. W, Waymack
Richard Welling ® A. F. Whitney ® Owen D. Young ® Vladimir Zworykin ® Fred Myers Executive Director ® Barrow, Wade, Guthrie & Co., Honorary Auditors. -264




Dr. Ralph W, Sockman
Russian #ar Relief, Inc.
11 East 35th St,

New York 18, N.Y.

¥y dear Dr, Sockmant
In re.ly to your kind letter of

January 4 permit me to say that I shall be
very happy to corntinue &s z member of the

Religious Conmmittee of Russian 7ar ilelief,

With all good wishes, I remain

Very sincerely yours,




Help Russia— Registered with President's War Relief Control Board No.

Participant in National War Fund

Hasten Victory!

11 EAST 35TH STREET, NEW YORK 16, IN: Y.

LEXINGTON 2.4900

January 12, 1944

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver

The Temple

Fast 105th Street at Ansel Road
Cleveland, Ohio

Dear Dr. Silver:

On behalf of the Jewish Council for Russian War Relief,
Professor Albert Einstein is writing to you to ask that you

join with him in serving as an Honorary Chairman of the Council
as it starts its new campaign to be launched at a great national
conference on February 27th,

I think you should know that I strongly endorse this request by
the Jewish Council. The Council has made a splendid contri-
bution to our work in the past two years and gives promise of
an even greater contribution in the coming year.

You have been most cooperative with Russian War Relisf and I
share the feeling of the leadership of the Jewish Council that
your support of their work, in the capacity of Honorary Chairman,
will be most helpful to them.

Sincerely yours,

NPT RSO oo
Edward C, Carter

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Allen Wardwell, Homorary Chairman ® Edward C. Carter, President o Henry C. Alexander, Vice-President ® Rev, Henry Sloane Coffin, Vice-President ® B. A. Tompkins, Treasurer
Warren P. Livingston, Asst. Treasurer ® Lewis V. Mays, Asst. Treasurer ® William W. Lancaster, Secrefary ® Harold H. Helm, Asst. Secretary ® Frances Adams o Zlatko Balokovic
William L. Batt ¢ C.C, Burlingham ¢ Dr. Hugh Cabot ® Mrs. Edward C. Carter ¢ Mrs. Hugh L. Cooper ¢ John C. Covper ¢ Maurice P. Davidson ¢ David R, Faries ¢ Marshall Field
Henry Grady ® William Green ® Peter Grimm ® Mrs., N. Penrose Hallowell ® Mrs. J. Borden Harriman e Willam N. Haskell ® Pierre Jay ® Gale F. Johnston ® Benjamin H. Kizer
Leo Krzycki ® Harry McCall e Clark H. Minor ® Harriet Moore ® William Morris, Jr. o Philip Murray ® Raymond Robins ® Joseph A.Rosen ® James N. Rosenberg ® Reeve Schley
Serge Semenenko ® Dr., Henry E. Sigerist ® Hon, Alfred E. Smith ® Vilhjalmur Stefansson ® Francis C. Stokes ® Enders M. Voorhees ® Thomas J. Watson ® W. W. Waymack
Richard Welling ® A. F, Whitney ® Owen D. Young ® Vladimir Zworykin ® Fred Myers Executive Director ® Barrow, Wade, Guthric & Co., Honorary Auditors. -264
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February 11, 1944

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver

The Temple

East 105th Street at Ansel Road
Cleveland, Ohio

Dear Rgqbbil Silver:

The Executive Board of the Jewish Council for Russian War Relilef
has requested me to write and ask you whether you would join with
me in serving as an Honorary Chairman of the Council and I am
most happy to accede to this requests

Should you agree, your name will be presented to the Third Annual
Conference of the Council which will be held in Manhattan Center
on February 27th, at which time some two thousand delegates will
Join in launching a very important new campaigne

You have been associated with the work of Russian War Relief in
meny ways in the past and I know that you agree with me wholee
heartedly that as friends of human progress, as Americans and
not least, as Jews, we have the very strongest reasons for give
ing our utmost to the struggle of the Russian peoples I should
like to mention one fact of peculiar and decisive importance for
us Jews, and that is that in the Soviet Union there is not only

a formal but an actual equality of nationalities and cultural
groups of every sort,

We realize, of course, that you have a very heavy program. I ecan
assure you that your aoceptance of the position of Honorary Chaire
man of the Jewish Council for Russian War Relief will not entail
any additional drain on your energies or time, but it will be of
inestimable assistance to the Council in its sacred work,

Sincerely yours,

A o A0

Albert Einstein
Honorary Chairman

COUNCIL
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Rabbi Harry J. Hurwitz, A. Jenofsky, M. Klaits, Leon Kobrin, Mrs. Rebckah Kohut, Louis Kossovsky, Harry Kotofsky, Rabbi Simon G. Kramer, Herman Krupmck: L. Kuss.man. S. Lashinsky,
Beatrice G. Lefcourt, Mrs. Florence Levenson, Mrs. A. A. Liebowitz, Dr. Martin J. Loeb, Joshua Manischewitz, J. Mann, M. Millscein, Harry Mintz, Hon. Morris M. .Mmtz. Jac.k Monuse,
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Benjamin Zemach, William Zukerman, Barrow, Wade, Guthrie & Co., Honorary Auditors. 0303




February 22, 1944

The Consul General,

The Union of Soviet Socialist Republics,
7 East Sixty-first Street,

New York City

Sir:

I deeply appreciate your invitation to
attend the reception for the Jewish
Council for Russian War Relief on
Saturday, the 26th of February. Un-
fortunately, I shall not be able to

get awav from Cleveland to avail myself
of your gracious invitation,

Permit me to remain

Most cordially yours,

AHS:NEK




of the Union of Joviet Socialist Hepellics
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Help Russia—=-
Hasten Victory!
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March 13, 1944

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver
The Temple

E. 105th St. & Ansel Rdo
Cleveland, Ohio

Dear Dr. Silver:

I want to welcome you to membership on the Inter
Faith Committee. You will be gratified, I am sure,
by the breadth of fellowship which this committee
represents.

I am most anxious to have your advice and counsel,
and since the members are so widely scattered that
meetings are impractical, I shall try to keep you
completely informed.

As a participant in the National War Fund, Russian
War Relief no longer engages in fund-raising. Due,
however, to the desperate needs of families in
liberated areas, Russian War Relief is promoting a
campaign to send three million household emergency
kits to Russian families.

It is our hope that church members throughout the
country will find in this project an opportunity
to demonstrate their fellowship with the courageous
men and women of the Soviet Union. The Southern
Baptist Convention several months ago took a quota
of 100,000 kits but the response has been so enthu-
siastic that they expect to £ill more than 150,000.

In April after the Red Cross drive, we will be ap-
proaching the various denominational leaders in the
interest of this project. I will very much appre-
oia::b any comments or suggestions that you may wish
to .

erely yours,

b

h W. Soc
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MINUTES OF THE INTER~-FAITH
COMMITTEE MEETING HELD
ON FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 10, 1944

The Inter-Faith Committee of Russian War Relief met on Friday, November 10 at Chris$
Church, 520 Park Avenue, New York City, where the Chairman, Dre Ralph We Sockman en=-
tertained the Committee at luncheone There were present Dr. Ralph W, Sockman, Right
Reverend Charles K, Gilbert, Dr. Israel Goldstein, Reverend Vincent A, Brown, Dre.
David deSola Pool, Mr. David Licorish representing Reverend A, Clayton Powell, Dr.
Robert W. Searle, Reverend Stanley I, Stuber, Reverend Norris Le Tibbetts, Dr. Edwin
Ao Bell, Dr, Leslie Bates lMoss, Mrse B, D. Burhoe, Miss Anna Goldsborough, Director
of Public Relations of Russian War Relief, Miss Annemarie Ewing, Radio Director of
Russian War Relief and her assistant, Miss Marguerite Temple. A press represcntative
from Religious News Service and the New York Herald Tribune were also present.

Before luncheon, a transcription made by the Radio Division of Russian War Relief for
use by radio stations was played to the Committee. It is a dramatization of a report
received from the Russian War Relief representative in the U.S.S.R., Mre Leo Gruliow,
which describes conditions in Mozhaisk county.

The meeting opened with an invocation by Bishop Charles K. Gilberte The minutes of
the previous meeting, October 20, were read and accepted.

Dr. Sockman read a report on the activities of the Committee to date and it was voted
that a copy be sent to all members of the Committee (attached).

The secretary described the Christmas campaign in eonsiderable details At the Christ-

mas season, Russian War Relief wants to send a ship~load of warm Christmas gifts to
the children of Russia, whose fourth wartime Christmas finds millions of them orphaned,
crippled, being gathered with great difficulty into hundreds of children's homes
throughout the Soviet Unions All of these Russian children face another winter in a
country where there is still no civilian production of clothing.

Dr. Israel Goldstein reported on plans for a Chanukah campaign to parallel the Christ-
mas campaign among Jewish congregationse

There was considerable discussion of ways and means of bringing the Christmas campaign
to church groups throughout the countrye. The secretary reported that a letter from
Dre. Sockman is being sent to all the church groups that have participated in the kit
campaigne. They will also receive information about transcriptions availables

The Secrectary reported progress made to date in placing appeals for the Christmas came
peign in various church paperse

Dr. Sockmaon said that he would write to Dr. Roy L. Smith asking that he write an edi=~
torial for the Christian Advocate, Dr, Smith's previous editorial on the kit campaign -
having achieved such phenomenal resulis.

Bishop Gilbert promised to place appeals in the three Episcopalian weeklies.
Father Brown offered to write to the National Catholic Welfare Conference in the in-

terost of the Christmas Campoign and to help in getting on appeal into "Commonweal
and "America'.
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Dr. Searle promised to get in touch with Dr. Graham Wilson in the interest of having
an appeal made in the publications of the Presbyterian Churche. He also suggested
that a letter be sent out to the churches in the N.Y.C, Federation, such letter to
carry the signatures of the officers of the Committee.

Dr. Stuber offered to see that the material is used in the Baptist News Letter.

Mre David Licorish said that he would see that the appeal is carried in the Abbysin=-
ian Baptist papers "The Voice" and "The Informer",

Bishop Gilbert said that he would propose a resolution on the campaign at the meeting
of the Federation Cowncil of Churches to be held next week in Pittsburgh.

Bishop Gilbert introduced the following resolution, which was passed unanimously:

WHEREAS, churches and synagogues of this coumtry have responded so
zealously to the appeal of the Russian War Relief Inter-Faith Com-
mittee for household emergency kits for Russian families,

AND, WHEREAS, religious groups in 2,327 comaumities in 47 states and
the District of Columbia are actively cooperating in this Russian War
Relief project,

BE IT RESOLVED THAT we, the members of the Russian War Relief Inter=-
Faith Committee, mindful of the desperate plight of children in ware
ravaged Russia, now call upon religious groups of all denominations
throughout this nation to use the approaching Christmas and Chanukah
scasons to join in loading a goodwill ship with warm, new clothing for
the afflicted children of Russia, one or both of whose parents have
given their lives in the war against our common enemys

The mceting adjourned at 2:55 P. M.

Respectfully submitted,

(Mrse) Be Do Burhoe, Sceretary

November 13, 1944




MINUTES OF THE INTER-FAITH
COMMITTEE MEETING HELD
ON FRIDAY, OCTOBER 20, 1944

A meeting of the Inter-Faith Committee of Russian War Relief was held in the Wool=-
verton Room, Christ Church, 520 Park Avenue, New York City, October 20 at 3 o'clocke.

There were present the Chairman, Dr. Ralph W. Sockman, Dre. William E. Lampe, His
Eminence Metropolitan Benjamin, Dr. David de Sola Pool, lir, Stanley I. Stuber, lMr.
Lewis V. Mays, representing the Board of Directors of Russian War Relief and Mrs.
B. D. Burhoe, Secretary.

The Secretary reported on the enthusiastic cooperation of church groups throughout
the whole country. The denominations which are working on the kit campaign are the
Southern Baptists, Northern Baptists, Unitarians, Christian Scientists, Methodists,
Presbyteriens, Episcopalians, Evangelical and Reformeéed, Lutheran, Congregationalists,
Reformed, Evangelical, United Brethen, Universalists, Church of Nazarene and Seventh
Day Adventists (Southern Union). Various Jewish organizations are filling large
numbers of kits, notably National Federation of Temple Sisterhoods, National Women's
League of the United Synagogue, JewisheAmerican Section of I.W.Oe, A.Z.Ae (B'mai Brith
youth organization) Independent Order of Brith Abraham, B'nai Brith Girls and Women's
Branch of Orthodox Jewish Congregations. Local Russian War Relief Committees report
a great deal of cooperation from Catholic groups in many parts of the country.

Since the first of August, orders for over 34,000 kits have been received in the
national office from Sunday schools, Women's Societies for Christion Service, Women's
Missionary groups and local churches. This does not include orders received directly
through the hundreds of local Russian War Relief committeess

Mrs. Stanley I. Stuber reported that the Northern Baptist Convention, through their
White Cross Society Chairmen, have ordered over 25,000 kits. He stated that the

New England area is especially enthusiastic about the project and indicated that many
more thousands of kits will be filled before the close of the campaigne

Dr. de Sola Pool suggested that an effort be made to enlist the support of Boards of
Jewish Ministers in the large cities. His Eminence Metropolitan Benjamin explained
the situation among the Russian Orthodox Churches in the United States and offered
his services as a lecturer on freedom of religion in the U.S.S.R.

The committee recommended that a wider coverage of the activities of the Committee be
sought in the press. Dr. Sockman voiced the belief that the wide participation of
church members in the kit campaign, the packing of simple household articles so de-
sperately needed by Russian families who have been bombed out of their homes, is
weaving a texture of good=-will between the peoples of the UsS.S.Re and the U,S.As Ho
expressed the hope that this would help to strengthen the will of the people for per=
manent peace among the nations.

The secretary described the plans for the Christmas Campaign, the goal - o shipload
of new clothing for the children of the Soviet Union = and the committee members pre-
sent expressed their warm approval of the projects

Dr. Sockman offered to entertain the Committee at lumcheon if a convenient date could
be found during the early part of November.

The meeting adjourned at 4:50 P.l.

Respectfully submitted,

October 25, 1944 (Mrs.) B, De Burhoe, Secretary




RESOLUTION UNANIMOUSLY ADOPTED BY RUSSIAN WAR RELIEF
INTER-FAITH COMMITTEE, FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 10, 1944:

WHEREAS, churches and synagogues of this cowmtry have responded so
zealously to the appeal of the Russian War Relief Inter-Faith Com=
mittee for household emergenecy kits_for Russian families,

AND, WHEREAS, religious groups in 2,327 communities in 47 states and
the District of Columbia are actively cooperating in this Russian War

Relief project,

BE IT RESOLVED THAT we, the members of the Russian War Relief Inter-
faith Committee, mindful of the desperate plight of children in war-

ravaged Russia, now call upon religious groups of all denominations

throughout this nation to use the approaching Christmas and Chanukah

seasons to join in loading a goodwill ship with warm, new clothing
for the afflicted children of Russia, one or both of whose parents

have given their lives in the war against our common enemys




REPORT TO THE INTER-FAITH COMMITTEE - DRe RALPH SOCKMAN - CHAIRMAN

Friday, November 10, 1944

The Interfaith Committee of Russian War Relief was organized in March, 1944
with Dr. Ralph We Sockman as Chairman, the Right Reverend Charles K. Gilbert,
Suffragan Bishop = Cathedral of St. John the Divine and Dr. Israel Goldstein,
President, Zionist Organization of America as Vice-Chairmen, The Committee is
composed of 57 religious leaders from 17 denominationse

The first formal activity of the Committee was the reception held at the
headquarters of Russian War Relief on April 28 for the Most Reverend Cyril
Forster Garbett, Archbishop of York who gave an eye-witness account of the de-
vastation which the Germans had brought to the Soviet Uniors He said in part,
"I congratulate you on your practical sympathy with them in their terrible or-
deal by sending relief so that they may be able, with owr help, to succor those
who are suffering so terribly from this ware. I congratulate you very much on
what you are doing, and I hope your efforts may prosper in the months to come."

A meeting of the Committee was held on June 20 to work out plans for carry-

ing the kit program to churches and synagogues throughout the coumtrye. In order

to facilitate the participation of the churches, a specia} Inter=Faith kit leaf=
let was prepared which carried an appeal from Dre Sockman, a list of the supplies
to be packed in each family kit and an excerpt from Dr. Van Kirk's broadcasts
Over 85,000 copies of this leaflet have been sent to church groups all over the
United Statese.

In one of his broadcasts, "Religion in the News", Dr. Walter Van Kirk re~
viewed the reasons for the formation of the Committee and said "And it may well
be that three million household emergency kits distributed among ncedy and de-
stitute Russian families will do as much and maybe more in promoting goodwill
between the peoples of the two countries than the communiques of diplomatioc

conferences,"
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To date, church groups have responded to this appeal with orders for kit
cartons from 2327 cities, towns and villages in 47 states and the District of
Columbiae The total of orders for cartons received at the national office
since the first of August, not including those roceived directly by local Russian
War Relief committees, has exceeded 38,000, The denominations which are promot-
ing the kit campaign.are the Southern Baptists, Northern Baptists, Unitarians,
Christian Scientists, Methodists, Presbyterians, Episcopalians, Evangelical and

Reformed, Lutheran, Congregationalists, Reformed, Evangelical, United Brethrenm,

Universalists, Church of Nazarene and Seventh Day Adventists (Southern Union).

The Southern Baptists started out with a quota of 100,000 kitse They have al=-
ready filled 175,000 and hope to reach 200,000 by the end of the year. The
Northern Baptists! campaign is now in full swing with over 25,000 kits being
filled currently and orders coming in every day.

Over and above the substantial.material relief shipped to the Soviet Union
through the work of this Committee, we can rejoice in the widening circle of
fellowship between the peoples of the U.S,As and the U.S,S,R., The membership of
hundreds of little crossroads churches in remote parts of the country as they
painstakingly shop for the diversified articles which go into the kits are build=
ing ties of friendship with Russian families that should bear precious fruit in
the years to oomee

Because this response from the ehurches has been so warm and generous and
because so many letters come in almost daily saying in substance "that else can
we do?" we are confident that we can cowunt on them to take an important part in
the Christmas gift campaign which we are officially launching as an Inter-Faith

group at this meeting today.




War brings unspeakable torturec to childrene. In the Soviet Union there are
hundreds of thousands who have lost one or both parents. Many of them have seen
their mothers tortured and shote Many of them have been woundede They need
everything, but most of all they need warm clothing. Practically no civilian
clothing has been manufactured in the Soviet Union for three yearse The Germans
rifled whatever they could find, even stopping small children on the roads to
take off their outer clothing and their shoese We hore to send them a shipload
of warm, new clothing as our Christmas offeringe

The churches in all the many towms and villages that have worked on the

household kits will receive information about this campaigne Russian War Relief

Committees throughout the cowntry will get in touch with all the churches in their
areas.

It is our hope that the millions of garments for Russian boys and girls will
express to our Soviet ally our hope for "peace on earth, good will to men" not

only this Christmas but in the postewar worldes




From your Ametrican friends

Tanya Skorovina saw her very first Christmas tree in
a Le n.u"rml hospital. She has known only war in her
brief lhr( e years of life, and the frightening shock and
wounds a Nazi shell can bring. Tanyva’s mother isn’t
with her. She died in the second year of Leningrad’s
siege. Her father lies among the honored dead at
Stalingrad.

Tanya, and three million more like her, will have
a brighter Christmas in 1944, The enemy is finally
brou"hl to bay and they need no longer live in fear of
('rlpplmg bombs and Nazi nunlmdu Life is secure,
but life is hard in a devastated, war-torn land.

American hearts are warm to Russia’s children, or-
phaned by the war. Now in this Christmas season Amer-
icans can warm the hearts and bodies of Russia’s Tanyas
through Russian War Relief’s campaign to send them a
Christmas shipload of warm, attractive new clothes.

Your organization can help us send the real and per-
sonal message to our small allies that we will not forget
their sacrifice in our common cause.

Send a Warm Christmas Gift to a Little Russian Friend

December 17-25

All Types of Warm New Children's Clothing Needed

Following is a partial list of suggested items for babies
and (hllqlron up to the age of 16. lhvw and other garments
can be made either by your members or their wives. Or
you may want to choose a special gift when you shop for
your own children for Christmas.

Dresses, coats, suits, jackets, sweaters, caps, shirts, over-
alls. underwear, socks, mittens, snowsuits, nightgowns, pa-
jamas, bathrobes . . .

Campaign Materials Available to Organizations

A special gay Christmas gift tag, with space for the
donor’s name and address, will be ~upp||ul to tie or pin
to every gift, making it a pe srsonal message of goodwill.
Bulletin lm.\ul posters and leaflets for ‘lhlrllmlmn to vour
members will be available.

A Russian Christmas Party

If you are planning a Christmas party, Russian War
Relief will gladly provide suggestions on how to make it
specially interesting with Russian dishes, party customs, and
a ten-minute play. Each guest might bring his gift to the
party as the admission fee.

How to Collect and Ship RWR Christmas Gifts

Collection depots may be set up in your own headquarters
and gifts ~h|ppml to Russian War Relief in bulk.

If ||n sre 18 a Russian War Relief Committee in your com-
munity, gifts may be delivered locally. Otherwise, they
should be shipped as follows:

Residents WEST of the Mississippi should send their gifts
to the Russian War Relief warehouse at 50 Northwest 14th
Avenue, Portland 9, Oregon.

Residents EAST of the Mississippi should send their gilts
to the Russian War Relief warehouse at 101 Washington
Street, New York 13, New York.

Gifts should not be wrapped with Christmas paper and
ribbons. They must be baled for shipment under pressure
which would destroy the paper. To make vour gift doubly
useful, we suggest pinning on the gift tag with a safety pin
as these are almost non-existent in wartime Russia, Or vou
can tie it on with a bright ribbon which will make a bow
for some small girl’s hair.

We have told Tanya and her friends, through
Russian War Relief’s representative in Moscow,
Leo Gruliow., that Americans are going to share
their Christmas gifts with them this year. We hope
your members help us launch our Christmas ship
and send it loaded to overflowing,

For further information and campaign materials, see your local Russian War Relief Committee or write to:

RUSSIAN WAR RELIEF, INC., 5 CEDAR STREET, NEW YORK 5, N.Y.

Russian War Reliel, a participating agency of the National War Fund, does not solicit or accept cash contributions for the purchase of gifts in this campaign,
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RUSSIAN WAR RELIEF, Inc.

CLEVELAND COMMITTEE
457 THE ARCADE - CLEVELAND, OHIO
MAin 6872

EDWARD BLYTHIN, Chairman

J. G. GEDDES, Treasurer
MRS. J. S. MARSHALL, Secretary
LEONA D. HOLE, Executive Secretary

Rabbi A. H, Silver
#. 105th and Ansel Rd.,
Cleveland, Ohio

Dear Rabbi Silver:

The beacon light of liberty is already spreading its rays of freedom over large
parts of Central and Eastern Europe,

Thanks to the heroic struggles of the Red Army, in coalition with our valiant
armed forces and the forces of Great Britain, hundreds and thousands of cities
towns and villages have been liberated, Liberty~loving humanity rejoices and
applauds the speedy extemination of the Hitler blood hounds,

We, the Jewish people, more than all others share this joy, but our joy is
darkened by heavy clouds, Hitler's bloody trail was costly to us., Every liber=-
ated town and village relates a story of inhuman tortures and the bestial exter=-
mination of our brothers and sisters., In the final balance, the number of Jewish
victims of Hitler's atrocities runs into the millions,

Our immediate task is to help rebuild the devastated towns and villages and to
rehabilitate those of our people who managed to escape the traps set for them by
Hitler's hangmen., Those escaped Jews are now coming back home and they find
waste and ruin, theoy are coming back hungry, naked and forlorn,

It is our sacred duty to give them a helping hand, We must do everything in our
power to answer their call for aid. Every Jew, man, woman and child, who sur=-
vived Hitler's devilish plan to exterminate all the Jews must be given the op=
portunity to come back to a normal life and every town and village must be re=-
built, Only thus, will we have succeeded in defeating Hitler's plans to wipe us
off of the face of the earth,

We, American Jews, who are blessed to live in a land of liberty, happiness and
plenty, must bear the full responsibility for this gigantic but sacred job of
rebuilding the ruined Jewish life in Central and Eastern Europe, Only in the
complete unity of all elements of Jewish life can this task be executed in full
measure.

To unite Cleveland Jewry for this great work the Jewish Council of Russian War
Relief, the only agency through which this aid can be rendered most efficiently
and promptly, is calling a conference of organizetions and .influential individuals
of all walks of life. In order to give this conference a broader aspect the
council is inviting you, as an influential leader in our community, to be one

of the sponsors of this very important conference,

For convenience we enclose a self addressed post card for your reply of accept=
ance,

For the rehabilitation of the Jewish life in Eastern and Central Europe,

Very truly yours, b

’.c(/!/t/ 7

x Registered with President’s War Relief Control Board No, 547 % Participating Agency of the Natronal War Fund
@ 108
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Address all mail to:
P. O. Box 135, Wall St. Station, New York 5, N. Y.

June 12, 1946

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver

The Temple

Bast 105th Street at Ansel Road
Cleveland, Ohio

Dear Dr. Silver:

I am sending you in this letter two enclosures which I
consider of very great importance; a copy of & letter
from Dr. Leslie Bates Moss to the war service chairmen of
twenty-eight major Protestant denominations, urging t%e
participetion of church members in Russian War Rellef's
program to send food to the people of Soviet Russiaj and
excerpts from the speech of His Eminence Metropolitan

Benjamin, recently returned from the Soviet Union, on
"Freedom of Religion in the U.S.8.R."

We are hopeful that Dr, Moss' letter will be fruitful
both in tangible contributions of much needed foods end
in continuing to strengthen the fellowship between the
peoples of our two countries.

The Metropolitan's address was enthusiastically received
by the New York members of the Inter Faith Committee and

their guests. Eyewitness reports like this will, I hope,
stimulate us to further efforts.

With my good wishes,

incerely yours,

RWSiesw
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April 26, 1946

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver
Bast 105th St., & Ansel Road
Cleveland, Ohio

Dear Rabbi Silver:

The Jewish Council for Russian Relief is holding its Fifth Annual
Conference Sunday, May 12th at the Hotel Astor in New York. Rep-
regsentatives of the organized Jewish community throughout the
United States will be present, with an expected attendance of at
least 2,500 delegates representing organizations with a membership
of several million. These delegates will meet all dgy for the
purpose of discussing their program of sending aid to and cultivat-
ing friendship with the people of the Soviet Union.

I know you will agree that the maintenance and strengthening of
American-Eugsian friendship is today the most important single
issue confronting the American people and that we who desire peace
met do everything in our power to extend the area of understand-
ing between America and the Soviet Union. It is for this reasm
that the Fifth Annual Conference of the Jewish Council assume s such
vaet importance.

A message from you to the assembled delegates will help inspire the
success of the Conference, and contribute materially to a program
which has been indorsed enthusiastically by the American people and
which is not only & humanitarian work but a program which serves
our own national interests as well.

We eagerly await your statement. Won't you please send it to us as
soon as possible?

Sincerely yours,
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April 26, 1946 Cleveland Committee
459 The Arcade
Cleveland 14, Ohio

Main 6872

Rabbi Abba H, Silver,
19810 Shaker BlVdo,
Shaker Heights, Chio

My dear Rabbi Silver:

This is to announce to you the formal closing of the
Cleveland Committee of the American Society for Russian Relief,
Inc., on April 30, 1946. We are dissolving as a committee not
because the need is over, but because the national program can be
conducted more effectively and more economically through other
channels; first by the national organization itself working from
New York, and secondly by the continuation of relief activities
in Cleveland under the sponsorship of the Russien Relief Jewish
Council and the American Russien United War Relief Committee, who
will make their headquarters &t 1512 Prospect Avenue. To them go
our best wishes, and we know you will continue to support both
the national program and the efforts of those who will carry on
the work in Cleveland.

For the past four years the citizens of Cleveland have
generously responded to our appeal for aid to war-torn Russia.
Through our local committee almost e million dollars worth of
supplies have been sent to the Soviet Union. This is a record of
which we can justly be proud. Our efforts have been a concrete
and heart-warming evidence of the good will existing between the
peoples of these iwo great nations.

In behalf of the national organization of Russian
Relief, I want to thank you, as one of our loyal sponsors, for
your personal support. It is to you and thousands of sympathetic
Americens like yourself that Russian Relief owes its fine record
of achievement, and we are deeply grateful for your association
with the Cleveland Committee.

Sincerely,

John S. Marshall

Henry C. Alexander, Vice-President + Rev. Henry Sloane Coffin, Vice-President + Peter Grimm, Treasurer
Lewis V. Mays, Asst. Treas. ¢ James A. Rigney, Asst. Treas., Williom W. Lancaster, Secretary + Frances Adoms ¢+ Zlatko Balokovic + William L. Batt -« C. C. Burlingham
Mrs. Edward C. Carter » Mrs. Hugh L. Cooper « John C. Cooper « Maurice P. Davidson « William Green * Mrs. J. Borden Harriman ¢
Pierre Joy + Gale F. Johnston + John A. Kingsbury « Benjamin H. Kizer + Lleo Krzycki ¢ Clark H. Minor « Harriet Moore < William Morris, Jr. + Newbold Morris
James N. Rosenberg + Reeve Schley ¢ Serge Semenenko + Dr. Henry E. Sigerist ¢ Rev. Ralph W. Sockman ¢ Vilhjalmur Stefansson
Enders M. Voorhees ¢ Thomas J. Watson + W. W. Waymack + Richard Welling + Owen D. Young * Viadimir Zworykin
fred Myers, Executive Director * Barrow, Wode, Guthrie & Co., Honorary Avditors

William N. Haskell ¢ Stanley M. Isaacs
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September 12, 1947

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver
198-10 Shaker BElvd.
Cleveland, Ohio

Dear Rabbi Silver:

The Jewish Council is about to make its first shipment of
religious articles to Jews of Russia. This shipment consists of
two sefer torahs and a substantial number of tfillem, siderim,
chremeshen, machzarims, tzitzis amd taleisim.

We arranged for religious gifts to be sent to the Jews of
Russia during a telephone comversation with the Chief Rabbi of
iioscow as shown from the eunclosed piece "Help Build Jewish Culture."

The proposed joint statement of Rabbis Joseph H. Lookstein,
Israel Goldstein and David de Sola ool will be issued publiely
sonetime next week when the shipment is made,

/e know it will be very important for the Jewish people all
over the world at this time if you would join in the statement
with them and that they would be very happy for you to do so. e
are enclosing a return euvelope for your convebience, and hope that
you will accept the statement as your own.

With warmest greetings on Rosh Iashonah and with the hope for
a bright future for our people.

VeTy sincerely yours,

Louis Levine
National President
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FOR RELEASE: SUNDAY, OCTOBER 5th, 1947

REIEASED BY: LEONARD E. GOLDITCH, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

NATIONALLY PROMINENT AMERICAN RABBIS
GREET SHIPIJENT OF FIRST GIFTS OF
RELIGIOUS ARTICLES FROM AMERICAN TO
RUSSIAN JEWS.

Oct. 5, 1947, N.Y.C. ~ Blessing those "who help rehabilitate the
Jews and religious Jewish life in Soviet Russia" many nationally
prominent rabbis greeted the first shipment of religious articl:s from
the Jews of America to the Jews of Russia, it was announced today by

Rabbi }ordecai A. Kaplan of the American Jewish Council to Aid Russian

Rehabilitation, 40 East 26th Street, New York City.

Among the signers of the greeting are Rabbi Joseph H. Lookstein,

President of the Rabbinical Council of America and Vice-President of

the Mizrachij; Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, President of the American

Zionist Emergency Council and Chairman of the American Section of the

Jewish Agency for Palestine; Rabbi Stephen S. Wise, President of the

American and World Jewish Congress; Rabbi David de Sola Pool, Rabbi of

the Spanish and Portuguese Synagogue, Shearith Israel; Rabbi Israel

Goldstein, Rabbi of B'nai Jeshurin, Member of the Administrative Council

of the Zionist Organization of America, Former President of the Zionist

Organization of America and Rabbi Louis I. Newman, Chief Rabbi of

Congregation Rodeph Sholom, Representative of Central Conference of

American Rabbis at Sessions of United Nations.

- MORE -~
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The first gifts of religious articles from the Jews of America
to the Jews of Russia has just left on board the vessel Sergei Kirov
and consisted of two sefer torahs and a substantial number of tfillem,
chremeshen, siderim, thilems, machzarim, tzitzis and taleisim, 1In
addition to the religious articles the shipment which was made by the
Jewish Council on behalf of the Preluker Relief Committee also included

penicillin, Rabbi Kaplan stated,

The first gifts are "an important contribution to the development
of religious life of the Jews in Soviet Russia, and as strengthening
the bond of fellowship which should exist between these communities
just as it exists between cther religious communities in Russia ard
corresponding religious communities in the United States," continued

the joint statement.

Additional signers of the statement are Rabbi Irving Miller,

Chairman of the Executive Committce of the American Jewish Congress
and Member of the Exccutive Committee of the United Jewish Appeal;

Rabbi_Abraham J. Bick, Rabbi of Warshawer Chaim Solomon Synagogue,

Member of Rabbinical Council, Member of Histadruth Harabonim; Rabbi

Robert Gordis, Member of Interim Committece of the American Jewish

Conference, Professor o the Jewish Theological Seminary; Rabbi Herbert

S. Goldstein, Past President of and Executive Committee member of the

Synagogue Council of America; Rabbi Eprhaim E, Yolles, Prominent

Philadelphia spiritual leader; Rabbi Mordecai A. Kaplan, Professor of

Yovne Theological Seminary, Rabbi of Synagogue Ben Yehudi and Rabbi

Harry J. Hurwitz, Beth Lechem Community Center,

"It is our duty to help rehabilitate the spiritual life of the
orthodox Jews in communities in Russia," reads the joint rabbinical
statement after pointing out that the largest Jewish community of
European Jews now live in Soviet Russia and that amqng these are large
numbers of orthodox Jews. The statement continues, "During the war the
Nazis destroyed synagogues and burned sefer torahs and other religious

objects,"

-~ MORE «
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Louis Levine, National President of the American Jewish Council
to Ald Russian Rehabilitation, has sent heartiest thanks to the Preluker
Ccmmittee for sending this first transport of religious articles to
Preluke, Ukraine. In his greetings ir. Levine states, "The wounds of
our sisters and brothers in Russia are not healed as yet. The Nazi
barbarians tried to enslave the Russian people who had already succeeded
in putting an end to anti-Semitism. This was made possible because
ﬁnder the Russian constitution anti-Semitism is a ecriminal offense and
religious freedom is fully gueranteed. Our duty as Americans and as
Jews is to help rehabilitate the lives of our sisters and brothers in

Soviet Russia."

The joint greeting follows in full:

"We consider the first gifts of religious articles from the Jews
of fmerica to Jews of Russia as an important contribution to the
development of religious life of the Jews in Soviet Russia, and as
strengthening the bond of fellowship which should exist between these
communities just as it exists between cther religiocus communities in
Russia and corresponding religious communiiies in the United States,

"The largest Jewish community of European Jews now live in Soviet
Russia. Among them are large numbers of orthodox Jews. During the
war the Nazis destroyed synagogues and turned sefer torahs and other
religious obtjects. It is, therefore, our duty to help rehabilitate the
spiritual life of the orthedox Jews in communities in Russia.

"Our request to send religious articles was welcomed by the Chief
Rabbi of lloscow, Solomon Schliffer, and the Rabbi of Kiev, Joseph
Schectman,

"ifay the hands of those who help rehabilitate the Jews and the
religious Jewish life in Soviet Russia be strengthened,

"Rabbi Abraham J. Bick
Rabbi David de Sola Pool
Rabbi Herbert S. Goldstein
Rabbi Israel Goldstein
Rabbi Robert Gordis
Rabbi Harry J. Hurwitz
Rabbi Mcrdecai A. Kaplan
Rabbi Joseph H. Lookstein
Rabbi Irving Miller
Rabbi Louis I. Newman
Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver
Rabbi Stephen S. Wise
Rabbi Eprhaim E. Yolles."






