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SPEAKER AND AMONQ PROMINENT GUESTS ARE AMBASSADORS OF GREAT 

. -
BRITAIN, CHINA, YUGOSLAVIA STOP WILL APPRECIATE GREETINGS 
STATING ENCOURAGEMENT OUR EFFORTS BASED ON NEEDS OF RUSSIAN - • 
PEOPLE BECAUSE OF STRUGGLE WITH GERMANY TOP GREETINGS WILL 
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JEWISH COUNCIL RWR SENDING FOLLOWING CABLE USSR QUOTE THE 

JEWS OF !000 ORGANIZATIONS ASSOCIATED WITH JEWISH COUNCIL 

RUSSIAN WAR RELIEF GREET YOU ON OCCASSION 25TH 
,ANNIVERSARY STOP DESPITE ALL BESTIAL FASCIST ATROCITIES 

YOU PROVE ONCE AGAIN UNALTERABLE DETERMINATION YOUR 
COURAGEOUS PEOPLE TO FIGHT TO VICTORY AND RID HUMANITY 

OF HORRORS OF FASCISM STOP JEWS OF AMERICA ARE PROUD OF 
I 

THEIR HEROIC BROTt£RS IN RANS OF GLORIOUS RED ARMY STOP 

WE PLEDGE TO FOLLOW EXAMPLE UNITY OF YOUR PEOPLES AND TO . 
MUSTER ALL FORCES FOR GREATER AID UNQUOTE MAY WE HAVE YOUR . 

SIGNATURE AMONG 100 OTHER OUSTANDING AMERICAN JEWS STOP 

REPLY COLLECT• 

LOU I S LE V I NE ACT I N G CH A I RM AN JE WI SH CO UN C I L RUSS I AN 
WAR RELIEF 11 EAST 35TH ST NEWYORK NY. 
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ev . Abba H. Silver , 
2 East 1 5tn Street , 
C eveland , Uhio 

tly dear ev . Si ver : 

October lst , 1842 

You are cordia ..... ly invited to meet 1,1iss Yun ang 
f anous actress and student leader from China; 
Lieut. V.Ladimir Pch el intsev and ~i.t\.ol ai Kr a savch en.r o 
of the Soviet Union, Cap t a in Peter Cochrane of 
Eng. d a nd 'aden 1~adir of J ava repres e·1 ting the 
Netherlands , a t a din er beinb 6iven o the Youth 
Cot1uni ttee of Russian v-·ar eli ef and the War Chest 
orga izaton of Clevel2nd . 

These ;0·1ng .._1 eo ple bring us their pe 1· nal st ries 
of the p eo l es who a re writing a glor lous c ap ter 
in t : e Wal.' .J.gainst Fa scism . !i. S a lead er in the 
Cleve :md co • unity , your partici ~a tion in this 
welcome Vi ill serve to s'1ovT ou 6 uests that t . _is city 
is ee ly _ware of the neroic role tl1e armies of thei r 
r e s pec t · ve n:- tiuns are .9layin 6 in t 1e fi 6~1t of t e 
Onited atlons towa d victory . 

The di er will be held J. t six- thirty p . m. on 
Wednesd3.y , c t oer 14t , at the City Club 712 Vi cent 

venue . eservati ns may be made by returning the 
enclosed postal card o r uy ca-li ng Ain 1517 . 

'ie h pe t hat it wil l be possible for you to be 
p resent . 

Sine er ely yours , 

ThE YOUT1i cu~· ITTbE 

at erine uUl l ey , C a irman 

1011~ 

EDWARD BLYTHIN, Chairman J. G. GEODES, Trea1UNr MRS. J. S. MARSHALL, Secretary 

CYRIL BATH 
TELL BERNA 
H.K. BOURNE 
LOUIS BROMFIELD 

Executive Committee 
WALTER FLORY 
OR. JOSEPH GROSS 
LODY HUML 
ADA NICOLA LEFFINGWELL 

H. E. LUBESHKOFP 
JUDGE O. E. MORGAN 
JOSEPH MORGENSTERN 
EDWARD F. MURPHY 

LEONA O. HOLE, Executive Seoretcuy 

RABBI A. H. SILVER 
A. E. STEVENSON 
LOCICWOOO THOMPSON 
RT. REV. BEVERLEY O. TUCKER 
A. F. WHITNEY 
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Full Information Filed with the Pre!Uent's Committee on War Relief Agencies 

Jewish Council for Russian War Relief, Inc. 
MOVED TO 535 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK, N. Y. 11 c- .a "'T 

•- ~ 35th STRET 
MU11a1 HiH ~ 1669 1652 NEW YORK 
Lexington 2 - 7682 R~m lOOl 

~abbi tlbba :~i] le l 3ilver 
::ast 105th Str eet & ..1.nsel "!") oad 
ClevelP..d, Ohio 

1:ear i,abbi Silver: 

February 22 , 1943 will t"'~o.rk the First An..'l'liver se.r y of the estab
lish.met of the Jcvrish Council for T?.ussia.n _; r ::elief, Inc . 
The r~ ouncil is pla.nninf'; a gr eat unity 1~onfe 1 ence and dinner to 
eo O!:;.Orate ·c event , to bo held uun a;.~ , _obr u.,_r r 28th • . ie 
expect deleGo.tes fro:n 1 , 500 :te,·f :-.'.ork Jcvdsh or~a.ni~at.i.ons nnd 
fron. ke cities throughout t>1.e country . The conferenco will 
sur:n rize t'-1.o year' s ·work of the r:: ouncil and rill l a plans for 
an eve ~ greater canpaign durin~ t.e comin6 ,ar. 

T:10 proposed text of t 1 e Conference (~a: J is e~r· lose • It vri 1 
be sent to t'1ou '1. d s of oreanizations as soon o. -· t is pr inted . 
:e a. r9 ea er to h~v-, it '°" i r-ned b~ tc 1 or t;,; e lv outstan0 inr: u ., .., 

le ers in Jewish li,..'3, in~J. :toin- 'ours~Jf'. 'ofcrso • .bert 
J ' 

;~ ini:;tein , <"'hole' ,. s, 1, t, nor~ 11le Jonah LT . Goldstei n, --abbi 
tJos · h JT . T ooksto~ n , a,, : r . ,.,h, i 1n •-: 1'1it o-;rsk:r h?.ve aJ re .,r 
,., -roe t act ai=: si r-·natories . 

T 10re a r e only t vo ont s in which to prepare t e confer ence, 
anc'l I hope t:' t yo 1 can 1.et 1s '1ave an i .-,e d:. te repl., • If .,rou 
ar · ,·ri 1 ] inu to add -.·o lr n&..r:1.e o the Co. 1. J , ·d 1 :-. o lo se sign 
on of tho co, s n.n sond it i ,o ri,e by re' rn ir . il . Te 
ot '-; r cop· is for ,·our filos . 

enc) . 

' yo 1!'S 1 

(_ 

Louis Lovtno 
'cti 1~ Gh iri n 

Honorary Chairman, Professor Albert Einstein • Actin, Chairman, Louie Levine • Honorary Yice-Chairmen: Rabbi Leo Jung • Baron Edouard 
de Rothschild • Dr. Chaim Zhitlowaky • Yice-Chairmen: Sholem Aach • John L Bernstein • Eliaa Fife • Harold 0. N. Frankel • Rabbi 
Israel Goldstein • Herman Hoffman • Hon. Stanley M. Iaaaca • Louis Levine • Rabbi Joseph H. Locketein • Dr. Joseph A. Rosen • Dr. 
Maxwell Rose • Reuben Salzman • Dr. L. Schatzov • S. Serwitz • • Benjamin Winter • Executive Secretary, Peter Rosoff • Trea1urer, 
Harold L. Crossman ~•11 
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q8bbi Abba Hillel Silver 
19810 Sh ~er Boul evard 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Der abbi Silver : 

June _ 8 , 1 9 43 

n::losed pleP'1e find the papers 1llich co:1tnL the 
dero 6 tory articles about t 1e Je,·•isl1 vouncil for 
:.uss i ~ n ·7( r Relief concerninf.:: ,rihich the cornr.1i ttee 
visited you l .st yeek . 

Anything further , hich comes to our attent i on rill 
be sent direct to you . Je hope that sone n tion 
·,ill be taken very soon . 

,ussi~n ' ,?,r ~elief :,pprecia.tes your villingness to 
cooper te "nd is nes t Rnxious to see some early 
solution to this unfortun te circumst(.)nce. 

ain , thank you very much . 

vincerel y , 

lh/dfm Leonr Hole 
xecutive 9ecret ry 

,o ..... 

EDWARD BLYTHIN, Chairman J. G. GEDDES, Treasmer MRS. J. S. MARSH.ALL, Secretary 

CYRIL BATH 
TELL BERN.A 
H.K. BOURNE 
LOUIS BROMFIELD 

WALTER PLORY 
DR. JOSEPH GROSS 
LODY HUML 

Executive 

ADA NICOLA LEFFINGWELL 

Committee 
H. E. LUBESHICOFF 
JUDGE D. E. MORGAN 
JOSEPH MORGENSTERN 
EDWARD F. MURPHY 

LEON.A D. HOLE, Exeoutive horetcuy 

RABBI A. H. SILVER 
A. E. STEVENSON 
LOCrNOOD THOMPSON 
RT. REV. BEVERLEYD. TUCXER 
A. F. WHITNEY 



Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
E. 105th st. at Ansel Bosd 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

January 4, 1944 

You were good enough, two years ago, to accept membership on the 
Religious Committee of Russian War Relief. Because of the change 
in the program brought about by the participation of Russian War 
Relief in the National War Fund, this Committee, as you know, has 
not been active in recent months. 

With the increased interest in the ecumenical movement throughout 
the world, we believe that church members will want to participate 
more actively in getting as much help as possible to the suffering 
Russian people. 

I have, therefore, accepted the chairmanship of the Inter-Faith 
Conmittee of Russian War Relief and I trust that you will be 
willing to continue as a member of this Comnittee. May I count 
on you? 

ckman 
, Inter-Faith Comnittee 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Allen Wardwell, Honorary Ch11irm1111 • Edward C. Carter, President • Henry C. Alexander, Vlu-Prnid,nt • Re•. Henry Sloane Collin, Vlu-Presid,nt • B. A. Tompkins, Trlflrnrtr 
Warren P. Livingston, Arst. Tre11surtr • Lewis V. Mays, Aul. Trusurer • William W. Lanca ter, 1cret11ry • Harold H. Helm, Aul. S,cre/11ry • Frances Adams • Zlatko Dalokovic 
William L. Batt • C. C. Burlingham • Dr. Hugh Cabot • Mrs. Edward C. Carter • Mrs. !-{ugh L. Cooper • John . Co•,rcr • Maurice P. Da vid son • David R. Faries • Mar hall Field 
Henry Grady • William Green • Peter Grimm • Mrs. N. Penrose Hallowell • Mrs. J. Borden Harriman • Willam N. Haskell • Pierre Ja y • Gale F. Johnston • Benjamin H. Kizer 
Leo Krzycki • Harry McCall • Clark H. Minor • Harriet Moore • William Morris, Jr. • Philip Murray • Raymond Robin, • Joseph A. Rosen • James N. Rosenberg • Reeve Schley 
Serge Semenenko • Dr. Henry E. Sigerist • Hon. Alfred E. Smith • Vilhjalmur Stefansson • Francis C. Stoku • Enders M. Voorhees • Thomas J. Watson • W. W. Waymack 
Richard Welling • A. P. Whitney • Owen D. Young • Vladimir Zworykin • Fred Myers Enc•tlv, Dlruto, • Barrow, Wade, Guthrie & Co., Honor•rJI Awditors. 264 
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Ra bbi Abba Hi lle l Si lver 
The Temple 
1-;ast 105th Str eet at Ansel Road 
Cl evel and, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver : 

January 12, 1944 

On beha l f o f' the Jew · sh Council for Russian • ar RPlief, 
Pr ofessor Al bert Einstei n is writing to you to ask t hat you 
join with him in s ervin g as an Honora r y Chairman o f the Council 
as i t sta r t s its n e caripaJ gn to be l aunched at a great national 
conference on Febr uary 27 th . 

I t hink you shoulu knm1 that I str one; l y endorGe this request by 
the Jewish Counci l. The Council has made a splendid contr i-
bution to our wo r k in ~he past two years and 6 ives p r omise of 
an even gr eater contri bu tion in the c oming year . 

You ha ve been most cooperati ve i th Russ i an u.r Relief and I 
share the f eel ing of th, l eadership of t~1e J<n ish Council that 
your support of t heir wo r k , in the capa. c:t ty of Honorary Chair man, 
wi 11 e most he l pfu to them . 

Sincerely yo rs, 

-e~ ~ 
Edward C. Carter 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Allen Wardwell, Ho11or11ry Ch•irm•n • Edward C. Carter, Presid,nt • Henry C. Alexander, Vln-Prtsident • Rn. Henr1 Sloane Collin, Via-President • B. A, Tompkins, T,,.,.,,,, 
Warren P. Li vingston, Asst. Tre11urtr • Lewis V, Mays, Asst . Trusurer • William W. Lancaster, Secrel•ry • Harold H. Helm, Asst . Secrtlary • Frances Adams • Zlatko Balokovic 
William L. Batt • C. C. Burlingham • Dr. Hugh Cabot • Mrs. Edward C . Carter • Mrs. Hugh L. Cooper • John . Co'-'P" • Maurice P. David on • David R. Fariu • Marshall Field 
Hcnr1 Grady • William Green • Peter Grimm • Mrs. N. Penrose Hallowell • Mrs. J . Borden Harriman • Willam N. Haskell • Pierre Jay • Gale F. Johnston • Benjamin H. Kizer 
Leo Krzycki • Harry McCall • Clark H. Minor • Harriet Moore • William Morris, Jr. , Philip Murray • Raymond Robins • Joseph A. Rosen • James N. Rosenberg • Reeve Schley 
Serge Semenenko • Dr. Henry E. Sigeri st • Hon. Alfred E . Smith • Vilhjalmur Stcfanu on • Francis C. Stokes • Enders M. Voorhees • Thomas J. Watton • W. W. Waymack 
Richard Welling • A. F. Whitner • Owen D. Young • Vladimir Zworykin • Fred Myers Exec11t111, Director • Barrow, Wade, Guthrie & Co., Honor•ry A11ditor1. ....261 
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Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
East 105th Street at Ansel Road 
Cle-.eland, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Sil Tera 

~ f?/4.L:.1 Jfnc. 
fA;7V7~ 11 

11 EAST 35TH STREET, NEW YORK,tft. Y. 

SUITE 1102 * LEXINGTON 2-7682 

February 11, 1944 

The Exeouti-.e Board of the Jewish Council for Russian War Reliet 
bas requested me to write and ask 7ou whether you would join with 
me in ser'ring as an Honorary Chairman ot the Council and I aa 
most happy to accede to thi■ request. 

Should you agree. your name will be presented to the Third Annual 
Conterenoe ot the Council which will be held in Manhattan Center 
on February 27th, at which time aoae two thousand delegates will 
join in launching a -.ery important new campaign. 

You have been associated with the work of Russian War Relief in 
many ways in the past and I know tlvlt you agree with me whole
heartedly that as friends of hu-.n progre■s. •• Aaerioans and 
not leaet. aa Jews. we have the Teey strongest reasons tor giv• 
ing our utmost to the struggle of the Russian people. I should 
lilce to mention one fact ot p eoul1ar and d@c1si ve importance for 
us Jews, and that is that in the Soviet Union there 1a not only 
a formal but an actual equality or nationalitie1 and cultural 
group• ot e-.ory sort. 

We realize. o t course, that you h9.ve a very heavy program. I can 
assure 7ou tha.t your acceptance or the poaition of Honorary Chair
•n ot the Jewiah Counoil for Russian War Relief will not entail 
any additional drain on your energies or time, but it will be ot 
inestimable aasiata.noe to the Council in it• 1aored work. 

Sincerely your•• 

4.~~ 
Albert Einstein. 
Honorary CbairaaA 

COUNCll. uhew Barish Mn Aline Bernstein llabbl Abraham J. Bick, Joseph Brainin, S. Bregman, Dr. Lewis Browne, J.M. Budish, Jacob W. Abraham, Mrs. Le_na Alpert, ~alph Aronolf, Jo1~ph A;on~:: :~ie Doro1hkin•, Ra~bi Ira Eisenstein, 'sam,on Erdberg, Mrs. Ruth Fiedler, Samuel field, ~o•~ph Getzoff, Dr. Simon Ginsbc~g, George Robert Cohen, Frederick L. Dannick, Dr. Hyman D1amon • . Id M D h G . A Id Gro16eld Dr Isidore W. Held, Miss Lillian Hellman, Mn. Rose Henlr.in, . !db H M G ldberg Morns I Go man, rs. orot y reiner, rno • • S L h" k Dr Joseph Glassman, Mrs. Mane Go erg, on. eyer o • • f k R bb" s· o G Kramer Herman Krupnick., L. Kussman, • u ins y, Rabbi Harry J. Hurwitz, A. Jcnofsky, M. Klaiu, Leon KobriD, Mrs. Rebekah Kohut, Louis K.ouovsky, _Hharr~ KotJo •MY, a M, M'711:tein. Harry •Mintz Hon. Morris M. Mintz, Jack Monuse , M A L• b • D M • J L eb Joshua Manuc ew1tz, , ann, • • ' . h R Beatrice G. Lefcourt, Mrs . Florence Levenson, n. A. • ,e ow,u, r. arun • o • . I "d p 1· R bbt" Chaim Porille Hyman Portnof, H. z. Quittman, Ak,va oss , D 'd p B p I tt M"ss Molly Picon 11 ore o 1n, a • . S Mas Moskowitz Miss Rose Nelson, Mas Ogu1t, av, argament, • er mu er, , .. ' d R bb' H J Scbachtel Dr. Lewis Scbatzov, Harry Sch,ller, A. erxner, ' d II M C ·1 B R k G S di r 'W' 1lliam San man, a I yman, • • • d •• Dr. Maxwell Ross , Samuel Rubinsk.y, Richard I. Ru e • rs. ec, • us ay, • an e , Jacob S Strahl, W. Sunman, Irving Sweet, Samuel L. Wohl, Rev. Mordec11 S. Yar c,n, . Benjamin Shuchat, Joel Slonim , D . Sohn, Charles Sonnenreich, George Starr, Hon. Adolph Ste en, M. Stern, Hon. ' ~ 303 Benjamin Zemach, William Zukerman. Barrow, Wade, Guthri• & Co., Ho110,.,, A•tlilor1. 
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F bruRry 22, 1944 

The Consul Gener 1, 
The Union of Soviet Socialist R publics, 
7 Ea.st 'ixty-fir t ""' reet, 
Ne York Ci 'tY 

Sir: 

I deeply pnreci te your invitation to 
att nd the reception for t e Jey,ish 
Cou oil for Russi n Var Relief on 
9 turday, the 26th of February. Un
fortunately, I shall not be able to 
~et A av from Cleveland to avail my elf 
of your graciou invit tion. 

Permit me to rem in 

Mot cordi lly your , 

• 

AHS: NEK 
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DR. RALPH W. SoCKMAN 
Chairman 

RIGHT REVEREND CHARLBS K. GILBERT 
DR. ISRAEL GOLDSTEIN 

Vite Chairmen 
MRS. B . D. BuRHOE 

Secretary 

Commillee 

Reverend William J. Arms 
The Most Reverend Athenagoras 
Reverend James C. Baker 
Eugene E. Barnett 
Most Reverend Archbishop Antony Bashir 
His Eminence Metropolitan Benjamin 
Dr. John C. Bennett 
Algernon D. Black 
Dr. John M. Bonnell 
Reverend Vincent A. Brown 
William F. Cochran 
Dr. Henry Sloane Coffin 
Reverend John M. Darr 
Dr. Frederick May Eliot 
Mrs. Gr:ice L. Elliott 
Dr. Harry Emerson Fosdick 
Dr. James C. Heller 
Dr. Theodore F. Herman 
Right Reverend Henry W. Hob:cJn 
Dr. Walter M. Horton 
Dr. Stuart Nye Huki1i~on 
Dr. C. Franklin Koch 
Dr. William E. Lampe 
Dr. Henry Smith Leiper 
Dr. Walter O. Lewis 
Dr. Joseph M. tookstein 
Reverend J. A. MacCallum 
Reverend Francis J. McConnell 
Dr. John A. Mackay 
Dr. Boynton Merrill 
Dr. J. V. Moldenhawer 
Dr. Tohn R. Mott 
Dr. Louie D. Newton 
Dr. Daniel A. Poling 
Dr. David De Sola Pool 
Reverend A. Clayton Powell 
Dr. George W. Richards 
Dr. Howard Chandler Robbins 
Right Reverend William Scarlett 
Dr. Paul Scherer 
Miss Vida Scudder 
Dr. Robert W. Searle 
Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
Dr. Joseph R. Sizoo 
Reverend Marshall Steele 
Right Reverend W . Bertrand Stevens 
Reverend Stanley I. Stuber 
Mrs. Leslie E. Swain 
Reverend Norris L. Tibbetts 
Right Reverend Henry St. George Tucker 
Reverend Charles Webber 
Dr. Henry Nelson Wieman 
Dr. Stephen S. Wise 
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Dr. Abba. Hillel Sil Ter 
Tbe Temple 
IC. 105th St. & Ansel Rd. 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

March 13, 1944 

I want to welcome you to membership on the Inter 
Faith Comnittee. You will be gratified, I am sure, 
by the breadth of fellowship which this coamittee 
represents. 

I am most anxious to have your advice and counsel, 
and since the members are so widely scattered that 
meetings are impractical, I shall try to keep you 
completely informed. 

As a participant in the National War Fund, Russian 
War Relief no longer engages in tund-raising. Due, 
however, to the desperate needs ot families in 
liberated areas, Russian War Relief is promoting a 
campaign to send three million household emergency 
kits to Russian families. 

It is our hope that church members throughout the 
country will find in this project a.n opportunity 
to demonstrate their fellowship with the courageous 
men and women of the Soviet Union. The Southern 
Baptist Convention several months ago took a quota 
ot 100,000 kits but the response ha.s been so enthu
a1ut1c that they expect to fill more than 150,000. 

In April after the Red Cross drive, we will be ap
proa.ohing the various denominational leaders in the 
interest ot this proJect. I will very much appre
ciate any comnents or suggestions that you may wish 
to make. 
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MINUTES OF THE INTER-F.AITH 
COMMITTEE MEETING HELD 

ON FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 10, 1944 

The Inter-Faith Committee of Russian War Relief met on Friday, November 10 at Christ 
Church, 520 Park Avenue, New York City, where the Chairman, Dr. Ralph w. Sackman en
tertained the Committee at luncheon. There were present Dr. Ralph w. Sockman, Right 
Reverend Charles K. Gilbert, Dr. Israel Goldstein, Reverend Vincent A. Brovm, Dr. 
David deSola Pool, Mr. David Licorish representing Reverend A. Clayton Powell, Dr. 
Robert W. Searle, Reverend Stanley I. Stuber, Reverend Norris L. Tibbetts, Dr. Edwin 
A. Bell, Dr. Leslie Bates Moss, Mrs. B. D. Burhoe, Hiss Anna Goldsborough, Director 
of Public Relutions of Russian War Relief, Miss Annemarie Ewing, Radio Director of 
Russian Ylnr Relief and her assistant, Miss Marguerite Tenple. A press representative 
from Religious News Service and the New York Herald Tribl.me were also present. 

Before luncheon, a transcription made by the Radio Division of Russian War Relief for 
use by radio stations was played to the Committee. It is a dramatization of a report 
received from the Russian War Relief representative in the u.s.s.R., Mr. Leo Gruliow, 
which describes conditions in Mozhaisk cotmty. 

The meeting opened with an invocation by Bishop Charles K. Gilbert. The minutes of 
the previous meeting, October 201 were read and accepted. 

Dr. Sackman read a report on the activities of the Committee to date and it was voted 
that a copy be sent to all members of the Committee (attached). 

The secretary described the Chrisunas campaign in considerable detail. At the Christ
mas se·ason, Russian War Relief wants to send a ship-load of wnrm Christmas gifts to 
the children of Russia, whose fourth wartime Christmas finds millions of them orphaned, 
crippled, being gathered with great difficulty into hundreds of children's homes 
throughout the Soviet Union. All of these Russian children face another winter inn 
country whore there is still no civilian production of clothing. 

Dr. Israel Goldstein reported on plans for a Chanukah cumpuign to parallel the Christ
mas campaign among Jewish congregations. 

Thero was considerable discussion of ways and means of bringing the Christmas campaign 
to church groups throughout the country. The secretary reported that a letter from 
Dr. Sackman is being sent to all tho church groups that havo participutod in the kit 
campuign. They will also receive information about tro.nscriptions available. 

The Secretary reported progress made to date in placing appeals for the Christmns crun• 

paign in various church papers. 

Dr. Sockmn.n said that he would write to Dr. Roy L. Smith asking that he write an edi
torial fo~ the Christian Advocate, Dr. Smith's previous editorio.1 on the kit campaign -
having achieved such phenomennl results. 

Bishop Gilbert promised to place appeals in the three Episcopalian weeklies. 

Fnther Brown offered to write to the National Catholic Welfo.re Conference in the in
terest of tho Chrisuna.s Crunpo.ign o.nd to help in getting un o.ppoa.l into "Commonweal" 
0.11d ".America". 



Dr. Searle promised to get in touch with Dr. Graham Wilson in the interest of having 
an appeal made in the publications of the Presbyterian Church. He also suggested 
that a letter be sent out to the churches in the N.Y.C. Federation, such letter to 
carry the signatures of the officers of the Committee. 

Dr. Stuber offered to see that the material is used in the Baptist News Letter. 

Mr . David Licorish said that he would see that the appeal is carried in the Abbysin
ian Baptist papers "The Voice" and "The Informer 11

• 

Bishop Gilbert said that he would propose a resolution on the campaign at the meeting 
of the Federation Council of Churches to be held next week in Pittsburgh. 

Bishop Gilbert introduced the following resolution, which was passed unanimously: 

WHEREAS, churches and synagogues of this co"tmtry have responded so 
zealously to the appeal of the Russian War Relief Inter-Faith Com
mittee for household emergency ~its · for Russian families. 
AND, WHEREAS , religious groups in 21 327 cornm"tmities in .47 states and 
the District of Columbia are actively cooperating in this Russian War 
Relief project, 

BE IT RESOLVED THAT we, the members of the Russian War Relief Inter
Faith Committee, mindful of the desperate plight of children in war• 
ravaged Russia, now call upon religious groups of all denominations 
throughout this nation to use the approaching Christmn.s and Chanukah 
seasons to join in loading a goodwill ship with ·warm, new clothing for 
the afflicted children of Russin., one or both of whose parents hnvo 
given their lives in the war against our common enemy. 

The meeting adjourned at 2:55 P. M. 

Respectfully submitted, 

(Mrs.) B. D. Burhoe, Secretary 

November 13, 1944 



MINUTES OF THE INTER-FAITH 
COMMITTEE MEETING HEID 

ON FRIDAY, OCTOBER 20, 1944 

A meeting of the Inter-Faith Connnittee of Russian War Relief was held in the Wool~ 
verton Room, Christ Church, 520 Park Avenue, New York City, October 20 at 3 o'clock. 

There were present the Chairman., Dr. Ralph w. Sockman, · Dr. William E. Lampe, His 
:Eminence Metropolitan Benjamin, Dr. David de Sola Pool, Mr, Stanley I, Stuber, Mr. 
Lewis v. Mays , representing the Board of Directors of Russian War Relief and Mrs. 
B. D. Burhoe, Secretary. 

The Secretary reported on the enthusiastic cooperation of church groups throughout 
the whole cotmtry, The denominations which are working on the kit campaign are the 
Southern Baptists., Northern Baptists, Unitarians., Christian Scientists., Methodists , 
Presbyterians., Episcopalians, Evangelical and Refonned, Lutheran., Congregationalists, 
Reformed, Evangelical., United Brethen, Universalists, Church of Nazarene and Seventh 
Day Adventists (Southern Union). Various Jewish organizations are · filling large 
numbers of kits, notably National Federation of Temple Sisterhoods., National Women 's 
League of the United Synagogue, Jewish-.L\merican Section of r.w.o., A.Z.A. (B'nai Brith 
youth organization) Independent Order of Brith Abraham., B'nai Brith Girls and Women 's 
Branch of Orthodox Jewish Congregations. Local Russian War Rolief Corrnnittees report 
a great deal of cooperation from Catholic groups in many purts of the cotmtry. 

Since the first of August , orders for over 34.,000 kits have been received in the 
national office from Sunday schools, Women's Societies for Christian Service, Women 's 
Missionary groups and local churches. This does not include orders received directly 
through the hundreds of local Russian War Relief committees. 

Mrs. Stanley I. Stuber reported that the Northern Baptist Convention, through their 
White Cross Society Chairmen, have ordered over 25,000 kits. He stated that the 

ew England area is especially enthusiastic about the project and indicated that many 
more thousands of kits will be filled before the close of the campaign. 

Dr. de Sola Pool suggested that an effort be made to enlist the support of Boards of 
Jewish Ministers in the large cities. His Eminence Metropolitan Benjamin explained 
the situation among the Russian Orthodox Churches in the United States and offurod 
his services as a lecturer on fre edom of religion in the u.s.s.R. 

Tho committee recommended that a widor coverage of the activities of the Committoe b0 
sought in the press. Dr. Sockman voiced the belief that the wide participation of 
church members in the kit campaign., the packing of simple household articles so de
sperately needed by Russian frunilies who have been bombed out of their homes, is 
weaving a texture of good-will between the peoples of the u . s .s.R. and the u.s.A. Ho 
expressed the hope that this would help to strengthen the will of the people for per
manent peace among the nations. 

The secretary described the plans for the Christmas Crunpaign, the goal - n shipload 
of new clothing for the children of the Soviet Union - and the committee members pre
sent expressed their warm approval of the project . 

Dr. Sockman offered to entertain the Committee at luncheon if a convenient date could 
be found during the early. part of November . 

The meeting adjourned at 4:50 P.M. 

Respectfully submitted, 

October 25, 1944 (Mrs.) B. D, Burhoe, Secretary 



RESOLUTION UNANIMOUSLY ADOPTED BY RUSSIAN WAR RELIEF 
INTER-FAITH COtij.iITTEE, FRIDAY, NOVEl~BER 10, 1944: 

WHEREAS, churches and synagogues of this country have responded so 

zealously to the appeal of the Russian War Relief Inter-Faith Com

mittee for household emergency kits for Russian families, 

AND, WHEREAS, religious groups in 2,327 oomnnmities in 47 states and 

the District of Columbia are actively cooperating in this Russian War 

Relief project, 

BE IT RESOLVED THAT wo, the members of the Russian War Relief Inter

faith Committee, mindful of the desperate plight of children in war

ravaged Russia, now call upon religious groups of all donominations 

throughout this nation to use the approaching Christmas and Chanukah 

seasons to join in loading a goodwill ship with warm, new clothing 

for the afflicted children of Russia, one or both of whose parents 

have given their lives in the war against our common enemy. 



REPCRT TO THE INTER-FAITH COMMITTEE - DR. RALPH SOCKMAN - CHAIRMAN 

Friday, November 10, 1944 

The Interfaith Committee of Russian War Relief was organized in March, 1944 

with Dr. Ralph w. Seckman as Chairraan, the Right Reverend Charles K. Gilbert, 

Suffragan Bishop - Cathedral of St. Jolm the Divine and Dr. Israel Goldstein, 

President, Zionist Organization of America as Vice-Chuinnen. The Committee is 

composed of 57 religious leaders from 17 denominatj_ons. 

Tho first fonnal activity of the Corrnnittee was the reception held at the 

headquarters of Russian War Relief on April 28 for the Most Reverend Cyril 

Forster Garbett, Archbishop of York who gave an eye-witness acco1.m.t of the de

vastation which the Germans had brought to the Soviet Union. He said in part, 

11 1 congratulate you on your practical sympathy with them in their terrible or

deal by sending relief so that they may be nble, with our help, to succor thoso 

who are suffering so terribly from this war. I congratulate you very muoh on 

what you a.re doing, and I hope your efforts may prosper in the months to come." 

A meeting of the Committee was held on June 20 to work out plans for curry

ing the kit program to churches and synagogues throughout the country. In order 

to facilitate the participation of the churches, a specinl Inter-Faith kit leaf

let was prepared which carried an appeal from Dr. Sockman, a list of the supplies 

to be packed in each family kit and an excerpt from Dr. Van Kirk's broadcast. 

Over 85,000 copies of this leaflet have been sent to church groups all over tho 

United States. 

In one of his broadcasts, ''Religion in the News 11
, Dr. Walter Van Kirk refl'O 

viewed the reasons for the formation of the Committee and so.id "And it may well 

be that three million household emergency kits distributed nmong no0dy and de

stitute Russinn families will do as much and maybe more in promoting goodwill 

between the peoples of the two countries than the c~w1uniques of diplomatic 

conferences." 
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To date, church groups have responded to this appeal with orders for kit 

cartons from 2327 cities, towns and villages in 47 states and the District of 

Columbia. The total of orders for cartons received at the national office 

since the first of August, not including those roc~ived directly by local Russian 

War Relief committees, has exceeded 38 1 000. The denominations which are promot

ing the kit campaign are the Southern Baptists, Northern Baptists, Unitarians. 

Christian Scientists, Methodists, Presbyteriana, Episcopalians, Evo.ngelical and 

Refonned, Lutheran, Congregationalists, Reformed, Evangelioal, United Brethren, 

Universalists, Church of Nazarene and Seventh Day Adventists (Southern Union). 

The Southern Baptists started out with a ~uota of 1001 000 kits. They have al

ready filled 175,000 ru.1d hope to reach 200,000 by the end of the year. The 

Northern Baptists' campaign is now in full swing with over 25,000 kits being 

filled currently and orders coming in every day. 

Over and above the substantial material relief shipped to the Soviet Union 

through the work of this Committee, we can rejoice in the widening circle of 

fellowship between the peoples of the u.s.A. and the u.s.s.R. The membership of 

hundreds of little crossroads churches in remote parts of the country as they 

painstakingly shop for the diversified articles which go into the kits a.re build• 

ing ties of friendship with Russian families that should bear precious fruit in 

the years to oome. 

Beonuse this response from the ohurohes has been so wann and generous and 

because so many lettera come in almost daily saying in substance ''What else can 

we do?" we are confident that we can count on them to take an important po.rt in 

the Christmas gift campaign whioh we are officially launohing as an Inter-Faith 

group at this meeting today. 
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War brings unspeakable torture to children. In the Soviet Union there are 

hundreds of thousands who have lost one or both parents. Many of them have seen 

their mothers tortured and shot. Many of them have been wounded. They need 

everything, but most of all they need warm clothing. Practically no civilio.n 

clothing has been manufactured in the Soviet Union for three years. The Gormn.ns 

rifled whatever they could find, even stopping small children on tho roads to 

take off their outer clothing and their shoes. We hofe to send them a shipload 

of warm, new clothing as our Christmas offering. 

The churches in all the many towns and villages that have vrnrkcd on the 

household kits will roceive infonnation nbout this campaign. Russian War Relief 

Committees throughout the co\mtry will get in touch with all the churches in their 

areas. 

It is our hope that the millions of garments for Russian boys und girls will 

express to our Soviet a.lly our hopo for 11 peaoe on earth, good will to men" not 

only this Christmas but in the post-war world. 



From your American friends 
Tanya 'korovina 1mw her , t'ry fir t Clu·i tma trc·t> in 

a Lt>ningrad ho pital. Slw has known onl) war in lwr 
brief tluPe years of Jife, and th<- frighh·ning sh<H·k and 
wound a azi hell <'Ull hring. Tan. a' motlwr isn't 
with her. ~he died in the Mt'('OJHI )t'ar of Lt•nin~nul's 
siege. Her father lit•8 among tlu- honor•·d •lt-t1cl at 

talin~rad. 
Tanya, and thr..-t' million mort• likt· lwr, ~ill haw• 

a brighter Christmas in 1944. TIit' enemy is finally 
brought lo bay and they ne<·d no longer livt• in ft•ar of 
crippling homhs and azi oH·rlor,lt-4. Lif't• i --•·•·ttrt·, 

hut life is hard in a dc-vaslatt•d, war-torn land. 

Amt•ri<"an lwart are wm·111 to Ru Mia·~ t·hil<ln·u, or
phaned hy the war. Now in thi (:hri lnrnM ~ea on .\nu-r
ican can warm the h..-art and hodieH of Ru sia'to1 Tan m~ 
through Ru ian War Relief' <"mnpaign to t•nd tlwm a 
Chris1mm1 hipload of warm allrat·tivt• nt''" dotht• . 

Your organization ean help u .-nd the real and pc·r
soual mes age to our mall allit•~ that W<" will not f or"el 
their at'ri ht'e in our common <·amu•. 

Send o Worm Christmos Gilt too Little Russian Friend 
Decem/Jer 11-25 

All Types of Warm New Cl111dren's Clothing Needed 
.FoUowing is a partial li l of uggesled item for babie 

and children up lo the age of 16. These and other garment 
can be made citlu~r hy your m ,mbers or their wives. Or 
you may wanl lo ehoo~c a i-pccial gift when you hop for 
your \> \' 11 \'h ild ceu r ur Chrislma . 

Ores es, coats, 'Uit , jack<•/ , 1ceat<•rs, caps, hirt . ot'<'r

alls, underwear, srwlcs, millens, snowsuit , nightgmcn ·, pa
jamas. bathrob,,_., ... 

Campaign Materials Available to Organizations 
special ga} Chril-lLHws gift lag, with spac • for lht• 

uono1·' name and address, "i IJ be supplied Lo ti<· or pin 
to ever} gift, making it a per onal mci;sagc of good, ill. 
Bulletin hoard posler!-i and leaflet for distribution lo )0llr 
memhen, will he available. 

A Russian Christmas Party 
Jf you are planning a Christmas parl , Russian \\ ar 

Relief will gla<lly pro"ide suggc tion 011 how to make it 
sp<'cially inler<'sli11i:i; \\ ith Rust-ian di 'hes, part eusloms, and 
a ten-minute play. Each ~lH'SL mi~ht bring hi gifL to the 
party as the admission fee. 

How to Collect and Ship RWR Christmas Gifts 
Collt·t·I ion depot:; ma) lw :,;N up in )Olir o\Hl hea.lqu.,rl(•rs 

and gift ' :,;hippt•d to Hm~i-;ia11 \\ ar Helit·f in hulk. 
If thert• i a Hu:,;1,ian ~ ar Helit•f Com111iltt•e iu your ('Olll• 

munity, gift. may he deliven·d lo .. all~. OtJH•rwi~e. th<·y 
hou1d be shipped a, follo,\s: 

Rehitlents "E. 'T of the M issiM,ippi :-.ho11Jd i.end their gift 
Lo tlw Hns:ian War Relief war<•hm1!-ie al olO . orthwel-lt I lth 
Av mH•, Portland 9, Oregon. 

Re, ident-. E . 'T of th Mis1-ii-:-.ippi !'IJiould l,('Jl(J tlH'ir gifr 
Lo the Hu ian War R Ii f warPlwust' al IOI \\, a hi11~1on 

treet, ew York 13, ew York. 
Gift . houl(l not be , rapped "iLl1 <:liri:-.tma:, paper and 

ribbons. The) mu, l hf' haled for i,,hip11wt1I un<ler prt•1, ure 
, hich woul<I de lro the paper. To makt• }OUr gift doubl 
n,cf ul, w • sugg •i,L pinuing on tlw .,ifl lag \\ ith a safol) pin 
a tlwi,;e ar • almm,l non-e tl-ll<'nl in \\ arlim, Hu~, ia. ( )r you 
can tie lt on wiLh a hrighl ribho11 whieh will makt• a l>ow 
for '0me , mall girl' hair. 

We ha e told Tanya and h r frit-nd through 
Ru sian \Var Relief' reprP1wntalive in Mo <·ow 
Leo Gruliow, that Anwrit'an!'I art• going lo hart• 
their Chri tma gift with them this year. We hope 
your member8 heJp us launch our Chri tmm~ hi1• 
and nd it loaded lo overflowing. 

For further information and campaign materials, see your local Russian War Relief Committee or write to: 

RUSSIAN WAR RELIEF, INC., 5 CEDAR STREET, NEW YORK 5, N. Y. 
l:11,,-ian \\ ar Ht•li, ·f. a parli1·ipa1in!,( a!,(1•111·) of 1lw ational \\ ar Fund, <lot•i, not !'>oli1·it or a1T1•pt ,·a•h 1·ontrih11tio11• lor tllf' p11ri·lia,1• of J?il'I,- in thi• 1·11111pail!n, 

• , ~ •1:.•1 
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RUSSIAN WAR RELIEF, Inc. 
CLEVELAND COMMI'M'EE 

457 THE ARCADE - CLEVELAND, OHIO 
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Rabbi A.H. Silver 
~. 105th and Ansel Rd., 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Der Rabbi Silver: 

The beacon light of liberty is already spreading its rays of freedom over large 
parts of Central and Eastern Europe. 

Thanks to the heroic struggles of the Red Army, in coalition with our valiant 
anned forces and the foroes of Great Britain, hundreds and thousands of cities 
towns and villages have been liberated. Liberty-loving humanity rejoices and 
applauds the speedy extennination of the Hitler blood hounds. 

We, the Jewish people, more than all others share this joy, but our joy is 
darkened by heavy clouds. Hitler•s bloody trail was costly to us. Every liber
ated town and village relates a story of inhuman tortures and the bestial exter
mination of our brothers and sisters. In the final balance, the nunber of Jewish 
victims of Hitler's atrocities runs into the millions. 

Our immediate task is to help rebuild the devastated tC7Hns and villages and to 
rehabilitate those of our people who managed to escape the traps sot for them by 
Hitler's hangmen. Those esc~ped Jews are now coming back home and thay find 
waste and ruin, they are coming back hungry, nakod and forlorn. 
It is our sacred duty to give them a helping hand. We must do everything in our 
power to answer their call for aid. Every Jow, man, woman and child, who sur
vived Hitler's devilish plan to extenninate nll the Jews must be given the op• 
portunity to come be.ck to a normal life and every town nnd village must be re
built. Only thus, will we have succeeded in defeating Hitler's plans to wipe us 
off of the face of the earth. 

We, American Jews, who nre blessed to live in a land of liberty, happiness und 
plenty, must bear tho full responsibility for this giguntic but sacred job of 
rebuilding the ruined Jewish life in Central nnd Eastern Europe. Only in the 
complete unity of all elements of Jewish life can this tusk be executed in full 
measure. 
To unite Cloveland Jewry for this great work the Jewish Council of Russian War 
Relief, the only agency through which this aid can be rendered most efficiently 
and promptly, is calling o. conference of organizEttions and .influential iridi vi duals 
of all walks of life. In order to give this confer0nce a broudar aspect the 
council is inviting you, as an influential leader in our community, to be one 
of tho sponsors of this very importnnt conference. 

For convenience we enclose a self addressed post oard for your reply of accept• 
ance. 
For the rehabilitation of the Jewish life in Eastern and Central Europe, 

Very truly yours, 

~)If.~~ .. 
* Re,ristered w1.th Pres,dent's War Relief Control Board No. 547 * Part£dpatinp, Agency of the Nat,omd War Fund * 

....,,os 
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MJ,eu all mail lo; 

P. 0. Box 135, Wall St. Station, New York 5, N. Y. 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
East 105th Street at Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

June 12, 1946 

I am sending you in this letter two enclosures which I 
consider of very great importances a oopy of a letter 
from Dr. Leslie Bates Moes to the war service oha.irmen of 
twenty-eight major Protestant denominations, urging the 
participation of ohuroh members in Russian War Relief's 
program to send food to the people of Soviet Russias and 
excerpts from the speech of Ria Eminence Metropolitan 
BenJamin, recently returned from the Soviet Union, on 
"Freedom of Religion in the u.s.S.R." 

We are hopeful that Dr. Moss' letter will be fruitful 
both in tangible oontributions of muoh needed foods and 
in continuing to strengthen the fellowship between the 
peoples of .our two countries. 

The 14.etropolitan's address was enthusiastically received 
b7 the New York members of the Inter Faith Committee and 
their guests. Eyewitness reports like this will, I hope, 
stimulate us to further efforts. 

With my good ·wishes, 

inoerelY' 7ours, 

RWS1eew 
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Rabbi bb6. Hil l el Silver 
East 105th St., & Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

April 26, 1946 

The Jewish Cowicil for Russian Belief i s holding its Fifth Annual 
Conference Sunday, May 12th at the Hotel Aator in New York. Rep
resentatives of the organized Jewish conmunity throu.ghOll.t the 
United Sta.tea will be preeent, with an ~cted attend.W'.l.ce of at 
least 2,500 delegates representing org~izationa with a membership 
of ■everal million. Theae delegates will meet all devr for the 
pu.rpoee of di1cu.asing their program of ,ending aid to and ou.ltivat
ing friendship with the people of the Sovi.t Union. 

I lmow you will agree thl.a.t the m11intenance and strengthening of 
American-Ru.•aian friendship is to~ the moat important single 
issue confronting the .Azmrican people and that we who desire ptace 
1111at do everythin8 in our power to extend the area of understand
ing between Amerio& and the Soviet Unicri. It ia for this reaaw. 
that the Fifth Annual Conference of the Jewish Cou.no11 aslWIS a such 
Yaet importance. 

A message from you to the a•aembled delegates will help inspire the 
•uoc••• of the Ccmference, and contribute materially to a program 
which bas been indorsed enthusiastically by the American people ,nd 
which is not only a hwnanitariall work but a program which aerv•• 
our own national interests u well. 

We eagerly *wait your atatenent. 
soon as possible? 

on•t you. please aend it to ua •• 

Sincere]¥ you.rs, 

~✓~ 
Lou.is Levine 
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Rabbi Abba H. Silver, 
19810 Shaker Blvd., 
Zliaker Heights, Ohio 

My dear Rabbi Silver: 

April 26, 1946 Cleveland Committee 
459 The Arcade 

Cleveland 14, Ohio 

Main 6872 

This is to announce to you the formal closing of the 
Cleveland Committee of the American Society for Russian Relief, 
Inc., on April 30, 1946. We are dissolving as a committee not 
because the need is over, but because the national program can be 
conducted more effectively and more economically through other 
channelsJ first by the national organization itself working from 
New York, and secondly by the continuation of relief activities 
in Cleveland under the sponsorship of the Russ i an Relief Jewish 
Council and the American Russian United War Relief Coomittee, who 
will make their headquarters at 1512 Prospect Av0nue. To them go 
our best wishes, and we know you will qontinue to support both 
the national program and the efforts of those who will carry on 
the work in Cleveland. 

For the past four years the citizens of Cleveland have 
generously responded to our appeal for aid to war-torn Russia. 
Through our local committee almost a million dollars worth of 
supplies have been sent to the Soviet Union. This is a record of 
which we can justly be proud. Our efforts have been a concrete 
and heart-warming evidence of the good will existing between the 
peoples of these two great nations. 

In behalf of the national organization of Russian 
Relief, I want to thank you, as one of our loyal sponsors, for 
your personal support. It is to yon and thousands of sympathetic 
Americans like yourself thnt Russian Relief owes its fine record 
of achievement, and we are deeply grateful for your association 
with the Cleveland Committee. 

Sincerely, 

ft, J~hn S. Marshall 

Allen Wardwell, Honorary Chairman • Edward C. Corter, President • Henry C. Alexand•r, Vice-Pretid•nt • Rev. Henry Sloane Coffin, Vice-Pr•sidenf • Peter Grimm, Treasurer 

Lewis V. Mays, Asst. Tr•as. • Jomes A. Rigney, Aut. Tr•a•. • William W. Lancaster, S•cretary • Frances Adams • Zlatko Balokovic • William L. Batt • C. C. Burlingham 

Mrs. Edward C. Carter • Mrs. Hugh l. Cooper • John C. Cooper • Maurice P. Davidson • WIiiiam Green • Mrs. J. Borden Harriman • William N. Haskell • Stanley M. Isaacs 

Pierre Jay • Gale F. Johnston • John A. Kingsbury • Benjamin H. Klz.er • Leo Krzyckl • Clark H. Minor • Harriet Moore • WIiiiam Morris, Jr. • Newbold Morris 

Philip Murray • Raymond Robins • James N. Rosenberg • Reeve Schley • Serge Semenenko • Dr. Henry E. Sigerist • Rev. Ralph W. Sockman • Vllhjalmur Stefansson 

Francis C. Stokes • Robert Strong • Enders M. Voorhees • Thoma• J. Watson • W. W. Waymack • Richard Welling • Owen D. Young • Vladimir Zworykl11 

Fred Myers, Executive Director • Barrow, Wade, Guthrie & Co., Honorary Auditors ~• 264 
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Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
19 10 Shaker lvd. 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Denr Rabbi Silver: 

epteinber 12, 194? 

e Jewish Council is about to make its first shipt1ent of 
religious art· cles to Jews of Russia. This s lip11ent consists of 
two sefer torahs and a substantial nu:nber of tfillem, siderim, 
chrei, eshen, machzari ri.s, tzi tzis and taleisim. 

i' e arranged for reli ious eifts to be sent to the Jews of 
ssia during a telephone conversation ~ith the .ief ~abbi of 

.osco,1 as shovm from the enclosed piece 1'Help Build Jewish Culture." 

1 e proposed joint statement of Rabbis Joseph - . Lookstein, 
Israel Goldstein and David de Sola ool will be issued ublicly 
s a eti .e next 1ee~c when the sllip, ent is mnde. 

,.r e know it ill be very important for the J evish people all 
over the ,,orld at this ti te if you 1ould join in the state,. ent 
Wi t h theL:1 and that t 1ey would be very happy for you to do so. e 
are enclosin t:, return envelone for your o 1 • icnce, a11d ho_..1 e that 
you will accept t·1e state .ent as your mm . 

. !i th ,·iar t greetings o- Rosh Hashonah and 11i tl t _ e hop e for 
a bright future for our people. 

LL: grc 
.me. 

ouis Levine 
• ational resident 



NEWS 
/,.om American Jewish Council to Aid Russian Rehabilitation, Inc. 

40 East 26 Street, New York 10, New York • MUrray lin ~-8758 

FOR RELEASE: SUNDAY, OCTOBER 5th, 1947 

REIEASED BY: LEONARD E. GOLDTICH, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

NATIONAILY PR01UN€NT MIBRICAN RABBIS 
GREET SHIP1ENT OF FIRST GIFTS OF 

RELIGIOUS h.RTICLES FROM AMERICAN TO 
RUSSIAN JEWS . 

PROF. ALBERT EINSTEIN 

RABBI STEPHEN S. WISE 
Honorary PreaiJenll 

LOUIS LEVINE 
President 

HERMAN HOFFMAN 
Chairman, Execulive Committee 

MRS. DAVID de SOLA POOL 
Chairman, Advisory Board 

LEONARD E. GOLDITCH 
Executive Director 

Oct. 5, 1947, N. Y.C. - Blessing those nwho help rehabilitate the 

Jews and religious Jewish life in Soviet Russia 11 many nationally 

prominent rabbis greeted the first shipment of religious articl~s from 

the Jews of Arrerica to the Jews of Russia, it was announced today by 

Rabbi Mordecai A. Kaplan of the American Jewish Council to Aid Russian 

Rehabilitation, 40 East 26th Street, New York City. 

Among the signers of the greeting are Rabbi Jos eph H. Lookstein1 

President of the Rabbinical Council of Anierica and Vice-President of 

the Mizrachi; Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, President of the American 

Zionist Emergency Council and Chairman of the American Section of the 

Jewish Agency for Palestine; Rabbi Stephens. Wise, President of the 

American and World Jewish Congress; Rabbi David de Sola Pool, Rabbi of 

the Spanish and Portuguese Synagogue, Shearith Israel; Rabbi Israel 

Goldsteini Rabbi of B'nai Jeshurin, Member of the Administrative Council 

of the Zionist Organization of America, Forner President of the Zionist 

Organization of Aloorica and Rabbi Louis I. Newman I Chief Rabbi of 

Congregation Rodeph Sholom, Representative of Central Conference of 

American Rabbis at Sessions of United Nations. 
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The first gifts of religious articles from the Jews of America 
to the Jews of Russia has just left on board the vessel Sergei Kirov 
and consisted of two sefer torahs and a substantial number of tfillem, 
chremeshen, siderim, thilems, machzarim, tzitzis and taleisi~. In 
addition to the religious articles the shipment which was made by the 
Jewish Council on behalf of the Preluker Relief Committee al.so included 
penicillin, Rabbi Kaplan stated. 

The first gifts are 11 an important contribution to the development 
of religious life of the Jews in Soviet Rus$ia, and as strengthening 
t~ bond of fellowship which should exist between thf".:Se communities 
just as it exists between otre r religious communities in Russia ard 
corresponding religious comnunities in the United States," continued 
the joint statement. 

Additional signers of the statement are Rabbi Irvirw Miller
2 

Chainnan of the Executive Committee of the American Jewish Congress 
and Member of the Executive Committee of the United Jewish Appeal; 
Rabbi Abrah:1m. J. Bick, Rabbi of W~rshaw~r Chaim Solomon Synagogue, 
Member of R":l.bbinical Council, Member of Histadruth Harabonim; Rabbi 
Robert Gordis, Member of Interim Committee of tho .American Jewish 
Conference, Professor cr the Jewish Theological Seminary; R~bbi Herbert 
S. Goldsteil'!J._ Past President of and Executive Committee member of the 
Synagogue Council of knerica; Rabbi Eprhai1n E. Yolles

1 
Prominent 

Philadelphia spiritual leader; Rabbi Mordecai h. Kaplan, Professor of 
Yovne Theological Seminary, Rabbi of Synagogue Ben Yehudi and Rabbi 
Harry J. Hurwitz, Beth Lechem Community Center. 

"It is our duty to help rehabilitate the spiritual life of the 
orthodox Jews in communities in Russia, 11 reads the joint rabbinical 
statenent -9.fter pointing out that the largest Jewish community of 

Ellropean Jews now live in Soviet Russia and that a.m(tflg these are large 
numbers of orthodox Jews. The statement continues, "During the war the 
Nazis destroyed synagogues and burmd sefer torahs and other religious 
objects, n 
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Louis Levine, National President of the hmerican Jewish Council 

to Aid Russian Rehabilitation, has sent heartiest thanks to the Preluker 

Ccramittee for sending this first transport of religious articles to 

Preluke, Ukraine. . In his greetings ~vlr. Levine states, "The wounds of 

our sisters and brothers in Russia arc not healed as yet. The Nazi 

barbarians tried to enslave the Russian people who had already succeeded 

in putting an end to anti-Semitism. This was made possible because 

under the Russian constitution anti-Semitism is a criminal offense and 

religious freedom is fully guc>ranteed. Our duty as Americans and as 

Jews is to help rehabilitate the lives of our sisters and brothers in 

Soviet Russia. 11 

The joint greeting follows in full: 

11We consider the first gifts of religious articles from the Jews 
of America to Jews of Russia as an important contribution to the 
developm;nt of religi. ous lif c of the Jews in Soviet Russia, and as 
strengthening the tond of fellowship vvhich should exist between these 
cornmuni ties just as it exi. sts between other religious communities in 
Russia and corresponding religious communities in th0 United States. 

"The largest Jewish community of European Jews now live in Soviet 
Russia. Among them are large numbers of orthodox Jews. During the 
war the Nazis destroyed synagogues and turned sefer torahs and other 
religious ot.jects. It is, therefore, our duty to help rehabilitate the 
spiritual life of the orthodox Jews in communities in Russia. 

"Our request to send religious articles was welcomed· by the Chief 
Rabbi of Moscow, Solomon Schliffer, and the Rabbi of Kiev, Joseph 
Schectman. 

"1,fay the hands of those who help rehabilitate the Jews and the 
religious Jewish life in Soviet Russia be strengthened. 

"Rabbi Abraham J. Bick 
Rabbi David de Sola Pool 
Rabbi Herbert s. Goldstein 
Rabbi Israel Goldstein 
Rabbi Robert Gordis 
Rabbi Harry J. Hurwitz 
Rabbi Mcrdeca.i A. Kaplan 
Rabbi Joseph H. Lookstei. n 
Rabbi Irving Miller 
Rabbi Louis I. Newman 
Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
Rabbi Stephen S. Wise 
Rabbi Eprhaim E. Yollcs." 

* 




