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MR. CLARENCE DARROW, President, 
The Victor L. Berger National Foundation, 

907 15th Street, N. W. 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Darrow: 

·················· ····· ····· ················· ···· ···········, 1931. 

I suggest that you write to the following about the plans and purposes of The Victor L. 
Berger National Foundation. You (,..,.~":0 T) state that you are doing so at my suggestion. 

Na-me Address City 

Very sincerely yours, 

Nan1c ......... ..... ... ........ .... ..... ....... ..... .............. .... ..... ........................... . 

Address ............. .......................... .................. ... ...... ... .. .... .... ......... . 



THE VICTOR L. BERGER NATIONAL FOUNDATION 

MARX LEWIS, DIRECTOR 

ORGANIZATION COMMITTEE 

HOWARD Y. WILLIAMS. 

SECRET ARY L EAG UE FOR 

INDEPE NDENT POLITICAL ACTION 

MORRIS HILLQUIT, 

C HAIRMAN NAT IONAL COMMITTEE 

SOCIALI ST PARTY 

B. C. VLADECK, 

MANAG ER JEWIS H DAI L Y FORWARD 

Clarence Darrow, President...) 
~20 

NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS 

SUITE 3 o 3 INSURANCE BUILDING 
907-USTH STREET, N. W. 

WASHINGTON, D . C . 

TELEPHONE DISTRICT SI 74 

CABLE CODE " BERGERFUND " 

NORMAN THOMAS , 

DI REC.TOR 
February 18 , 1931 . 

LEAGUE FOR INDUSTRIAL DEMOCRAC Y 

E . J . COSTELLO , 

EDITOR THE MILWAUKEE LEADER 

Rabbi Abba Hilel Silver , 
East 105th Street , at Ansel Rd., 
Cleve l and , Ohio . 

Dear Rabbi Si l ver s 

In the absence of Mr . Darrow , ;who has left toVlm , I am writing to 
expr ess the appreciat ion we fee l for your acceptar1ce of an invitation 
extended t o you by Mr. Norman Thomas , to become a member of the Council 
of the Victor L. Berger National Foundation. Mrs . Berger , to whom 
Mr . Thomas oorranunicated your accept ance, informs e that it is made 
subject to the condi tio11 that you Pi 11 not be cal led u :_.ion to raise 
funds . There wil l be no difficulty in meeting t hat condition. Y/e 
fee l that your participation in and of itsel~ and irrespective of 
fund raising ,wi l l mean a good deal in insurine the success of our 
efforts . 

On Sunday evening , :March 1, a dinner will be hel d at the National 
Press Club on t he occasion of lh- . Berger ' s anniversary , to launch tho 
Foundat ion. If you can find time to send me a brief message which 
can be read at the dinner , it wi ll be very help ul. 

Thanking y)u again , and assurine you that we 
to acompl ish the laudable aims of the Foundation , 

Very 

( 

ML /mr 

~~l 
vi 

do our utmost 



CLARENCE DARROW 

907 F"I F"TEENTH STREET 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 

y 2 , 1 31. 

ear obi ~ilver: 

I am pleased to be abl to advise you th t 
the prelim naries in com1eotion iith the Victo • 
Be 0 er ational Fou:rn tion have be o let • 
istingu s" ed grou of men and women, dra from 

the liberal, peace and l bor mov ts, have unit 
in support of this effort. 'nei r response , s be 
a source of cour ement to me d to thos h i 
this or in charge • 

. detail report of what has lre oeen 
done is being prepared, and ~il reach you ithin 
the next veel"" or ten days. 

•. e are bout to enter the econd st e of 
our undertaking, and if it proves to be as su~cess-
ful as the first we shall have coo. c~use to b 
prou:l of the results. ·, e intend to broad • st duri 
the next f \V N"eeks an appeal 'o support hi h ill 
reach into t ~ hones of many thous s of our fri ds. 

literatur , post· e and labor requi ed. 
or this appeal, 1f it is to be as r

1'ides:pr ad as 
,uant it to be, ill cost it is est ima.t ed, ·2, 000. 
It /ill constitute the roundworK of our structure. 

• 'hat has bean done o f r, and it has re
quirai considerable fur.ds h s been. financf:tl b 
contributions, ma nl small ones, th t have come in 
pr ctically without solicitation. t ould not be 
safe to rely on tat for the major effort that e 
mu.st now undert .. e 

• here are t o w ys in hich you oan help us 
get this st rt. 



tter 
writi 

e eai. 

l. B contribut • 
ow s 11 - if eve 
ill help some -

one to 
e till r 

2. Bys 
we mi ht rt.rite. 

esti the names of ot 1er to hom 

hope yo can help long both 1 • e • lm 

that •1e are worki in the mi st of d 

ma not be ble to give as uch s the should 

li e to. I feel that I le ve that to the ·w ment 

of our friends, d t t the will do the best t e 

can to hel us e o tart to rds reati 
enc for pe oe pr the o 

proposes. 

hanki 
if OU can help 
r ve c et 

/m 

ou for 
OU ;vi l 

er M , 

il er, 

e 

oope tion, t 
o o omptl , so our 
am 

incerel OU s, 

el J. o t 

t, 



THE VICTOR L. BERGER NATIONAL FOUNDATION 
~~-------------- NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS 

CLARENCE DARROW , P RE S ID ENT 

, bbi oba .illel 
&st 105th Street 

Cleveland , Ohio . 

Dear r . ilve~: 

SUITE 303 INSURANCE BUILDING 
907 FIFTEENTH STREET, N . W . 

Washington, D. C. 
TELEPHONE DISTRICT !i174 

~20 

eptember 26 , 1931, 

i l ver, 
t nsel ~ad, 

MAR X LEWIS . D IRECTOR 

I enclose a note which orman Thomas bas kindly sugt.;·ested that I send 
you a lor wit my own letter ex.9le.inine moro fully what our idea is , 

In order to be ab e to raise a substantial part o~ the 100,000 , re
quired by the ound.ation to ke osnible a worth-while national euition 
of the . .:11wa ee Leader, it ·will be necessary to conduct a number of af airs 
throughout the country, 'or the most 1~t , the \i'ill be dinners at ·hich 
appeals will be made f'or funds . ovieve , due to the depression and to the 
numerous appeal s that wi ll have to e made for various relief purposes du.r
ing the coming winter , it is felt that if in some instances , a deb te or 
other prof 1 t-m9. ing affair , n be substituted, it \"Ould e less of a drain 
on those who ar e called upon to ~1ve , 

, Darrow, who is r esident of the iound.ation, has consented to donate 
his servi ces for a debate . ,e feel that the most pr omisin ~ 0 .1) or tuni ty for 
a substantial return would be in Cl eveland, if it were possible to et you 
to take part. e feel confident that , with the pro er a.rraneements and a 
sub·oct of rcne al intere~t , a size ble o t iO d be nette by the Founda
t i on , JOreover, there would e, we feel, a real educational benefit so t t 
it ~ould be a fai r exchange to those ho would attend, he date and the sub
ject could be taken up and arranged to suit the convenience and wi shes of 
both , arro • and yourself. _...,osfjibly some phase o relicion could be dis
cussed if you should so prefer, 

lil l you be ki nd enough to e t me know your v iev;s on the subjec t ? 

,, nking you for what consideration you rrny be able to ive our sue
eest i on, and assuri.D6 you tmt we shall do our utmost to ms.~e your cooper
a tion cowit in the ohievement of our pur oses , I am 

Very sincerely 

Di r ec t or 

CABLE CODE " BERGERFUND " 



An Organization for the Promotion of Liberal Thought and Public Welfare 

T
HE VICTOR L. BERGER National 

Foundation, i11corporated und · r the 
law.<, of the District of C'olum bia i,; 
org-ani;,;cd lo honor the nH_•mory of the 

late Yictor L. Ber 0 ·c r. Its founder.'> b lieve 
lhat llti'> ean be done bes t by rend ring effec
tive aid to tho1-,c minority causc-s to which he 
d ·voted himself for four decades- and in the 
manner he <'onsitlercd most helpful - by the 
buildi11g of a 11cw.'>JH1per pre .<, .-; which will 
mobilize public opillion iu behalf of lh • i<l •alii 
for whi •h Jihcrals, pro~r •ssh·el-. and p •ac acl
,·oea tcs eontcnd. 

The lack of an adequate ne wspaper pr ss, 
truly reprcsc11lati,·c of and owncd by the 
g-roups e,.po11si11g the ca11scs abov • rcferr d to, 
i1-, quite as much respon,.ihle for the industrial 
chaos wilh whieh the world is now ('onfronted 
as any other faelor. " ' ith fr"· exceptions the 
met ropolitan newspnpl' rs of ,\ merica are 
own •cl b~r all(I n·pre!-.c11lati,·e of Ll1osc cJa,.s •1, 

onknt with the contin11a1H·e of lh e stalu. quo. 
It hi th -rdor ·, inconeefrabl • that lhcv ~hould 
be exp ·etetl to emphasi;,; • to thl'i r • read e rs 
activities importanl to liberal aud prog-ressiv • 
p:ronps and lo those strivinp: lo bring about a 
warless world. 

Th e general objects of lh c Yictor L. 
Berg-e r ~ ational hrn11dalion are thus ~tated 
in th' articles of incorporation: 

To as~isl in the ·slablhhme11t and xt n
&ion of a n e wspaper prcs1,, the purpo e of 
which ~hall be lo promote an und •t·standin~ 
of th economic activities of the world, and 
how th'." may be ~o org-anized and <lir cted 
U'> to yield lo the people g-c11crall.,, th· lar 0 ·c,.,t 
sati,.fa ·tioll!-.; lo t•11courag- •xten.,ion of th 
onranizl'<l labor 1110Yc11wnt, ;i 11d a more wide
spread co1H,idcralio11 of the prob) •ms of polit
ical an<l indu<,trial demo ·racy; to more fully 
·ducat ' the pcopl • about th' waste and d -
~tructiveness of war, and, by cultivating· 
fri endly feeling- hetw 'en th' inhabitants of 
Y,trious co1111tric,., furth ·r the ,tdoption of con
crete prop<H,al.<, for world pcac ' and brother
hood. 

Th nrtl1od .,; by whirh th e foundation pro
pos • lhc achic,·cmc11L of these obj ·cts are a ' 
follows: 

1. tr '111-{thcll and d ,·clop finan-
cially and otherwise, Th' l\Iilwaukce 
Lead r, found ·d by Victor L. B rg-e r 
so that it ma.y f..cn·e mor e ff ctiv ly 
the obj ccti,•es of the corporalion. 

Jtc.;,i~ =================================================::::i~';;')''~ 

"It is of 7,aranwunt im1>ortance that we 
establiHh our own press as quickly as 7,011-

sible. There is every evidence of the emer
gence of 1.rnrking class forc e· in this coun
t1·11. We need news])aJ)ers which will be 
more 1·e1n-esentntive of the rank and file of 
our po1mlation tlwn is now the case. I am 
-very glad to become identified with the Vic
tor L. Berger ational Foundation, because 
it presents a recilly JJractical vlan for build
ing up our 01l'n press. I think the splendid 
w01·k stal'ted by the late Victor L. Berger, 
of whose feai-les.,; inde7Jendence I was an 
adm.irer, should be vushed with all 1,ossible 
energy." 

-Statrmrnt of CJarenN
Da1·1-ow on ac> pting- t ht> 
nre&ideney or tht- Yietor r~ 
13(>r;!!"rr ational Fo1111<1ation. 

"Your effort to mobilize the liberal and 
v1·ogressive forces in this country in su11-
1,orting our liberetl pr ss is to be commend
ed. The concentration of capitcil, accom
vli.<ihed by mergers, consolidations, etc., has 
had its 1nost dangerous effects in the fields 
of disseniincition of informcition, such crn 
the press and the ?"<Ldio. Accordingly, the 
Victor L. Berger 1ational Foundation, 
which is formed to (lid the e.dslcnce, and, if 
possible, the upcmsion of the liberal and 
labor press of Americci, should obtciin :wp-
7Jort f1·0111, every sector of libeml thought. 
You hctve my besl wishes for the complete 
success of your ef fo1·ts." 

- MPs,agc> from Gov. Philip 
F . La Follf'ttr- of Wi sc·o11s111 
on the O<'C,l~ion of the thn · 
t1C'r ina.mn1rat111g tlw Fou11 
elation held at thr National 
J'res,i Club. Washington, D. 
C .. l\farc>h 1. 19:H. 

~ 
tt.~ ~=================================================~~l~ 

2. ::\f ak The :.\Iilwaukce Leade r 
the nucleus around which shall b built 
:i.nd maintained an Eng-lish newspaper 
pr· .. dcdicat d to tho!-)c objcc·tive!-.. 

3. Prm·ide ffccti,-c. org-ani,-;ed op
pof>ition to an~• att mpb, leµ-i:-.lati, ·e or 
otherwise. federal or stale. to impo<.e 
restrictions on lhe freedom of th • 
press. 

4. Adopt any program to altai11 lhe 
foundation's objectives, whieh .<.hall 
l-.e m cxpcdi •nt to lhe trustees. 

In th stat mcnt of th e ca11sc1- lo ht· aid1..·tl. 
the founder hav' sing-led 011 t from the many 
to which \ ' ictor L. llcr•rer so u11sclfi!-.hlr g-a,·e 
him . lf dnring a long, varied and aclh:c 'pub
lic career, thos • mo,·cmcnts with which Iii . .., 
11am will b' linked for ge11 •ration!-. to c·o11w. 

Fir. t amo1w th , caus ·s was th c . tab
]i .'>hm •nt of a mor equitable social system. 
Child wclfor • leg·islation, r ·cog-11itio11 of th 
ri .~·hts of women, shorter hours and better 
woddng co11ditiu11s for all who labor, a larl-{c r 
voic b.Y th· work r in th' det •r111i11atio11 of 
the conditions under which he i:,; lo labor. old 
al,{ pensions. th' abolition of all form .· of i11 -
tolerance-the:,;e found in him a ,<,taunch a1Hl 
consi~t •nt support r. 

Opposition to war 
moYem nt that wer 

ranked hig-h amon ,g the 
near to hiii heart. It 

"a,.., an opposilion which co11li1111cd 11ot only 
in times of pcac· • but also in Lim '!-. of wa.r, 
when the da11gers arc greatest. and Lhc pros
)) ct of sympathetic support th• slig-htnl. For 
his oppo ition to the \\'oriel war he 1-ccein·< l 
a 20-year priMHI <.enlc11ce- i11 the ea.,e oi a 
man of hi ,., a~<', a lifr !-.ente11ce. Ile faced iL 
{earl ·ssly and courn°· ·ou.,Jy, preferring- to 
spend the rcrnaill(ler of hi .-; )if · behind pri..,,,11 
bars than lo wilhdraw a single word of Iii-; 
criticism of Am •riea·s elltry i11lo lhe \\ 'or ltl 
war. 

Third among lhe chief mon·11H·11l., in 
"·hich he scrYcd was the cause of civil lilwrl,v 
and the fr ·e<.10111 of th , pr •s:,; . Du l'i 11g I Ii • 
\\'oriel "·ar wh ·n lhe forces of reaction had 
barr ·d his pap •r Th, ?\lilwaukl' • L •a.ilt•1· 

from the mail · ; when h ·, him~clf fadw.!· a 
priso11 s J1tc11 ' was deuicd lh • scat in ilie 
low ·r hous • of C'ongr ·ss to which hi~ f ·llow 
citizc11 hac.l rep ·alcdly cl ·cletl hirn; wldlc 
mobs in various parts of the ualion wt'!' · d •
manding that he be driven from th' ciL_v he 
had h lped mak • politiC'ally d ·ee11t aml clean 
---in thi • tryino· p ·riod \'i<:tor Hcrg-~1· fou;rht 
practically alon, for the pre!-, 1Tatio11 of lhos • 
liberties which, in a moment of hy~teda; lt .ul 
almo t be n forgolt ·11. 

It is to aicl such <.·,tt1!-.cs, and lo tlcfc11d 
them when th y are in j opardy that lh • 

Yidor L. lkn~c r .· alional Fo1111datio11 ha · 
ht·t·n org-ani;,;t·d. ll-. fo11111kr.., i11t'l11dl' 011tsta11d 
in~ n1t• 11 and \\'O llH' ll of \':trying· shadl,.., of 
opinion, all unilt'd in acclaiming- lhl' l,i..,loric 
mi..,..,ion "l1il'li ~Ir. Herg-n )H'rfor111l'd. 

It ;., rl'ali;,;l•d lhal the prnµ:ra111 here oul
lined will rl'quin· adin· and co11ti111ll·d i,ll)> 

porl o,·t·r a long- period of _\'l':tr..... ll is nol 
a proµ:r,u11 for lhl· 1110\lH'lll , bul 01a· lnoki11g
forward inlo lh • dt·ca dt •.., lhal l'<·o110111i-.h arc 
a1,rrt'l'd will mark Ya..,t d1a11~ • .., in world l'C-O-

11om ,·. ,\., -.u<·h il <·011<,lilul • ., a 111on·nH·11L for 
lhe lietlerrne11t of t·o ndilion-. of lifl· will, 
wl1id1 thinking- llH'n and \\'0llll' ll t'\Try,1 hen· 
will walll lo lit· idl: 11lilied. 

Enlarg-1•111l ' llt of Till' ;\I ilwa11kl'l' Ll·adn 
ha . alrl'ady ht·g- 1111. Till· i11iti,d :-.ll-p wa., lak\'ll 
in lite t·.,lahli-.h11H'Hl of 'l'IlE 1\~IEHIC,\~ 
LE .\ DEil. wlii<'h i-; dl':-.ig1wd for µ;r:ul11al dc 
,·elop11w11t a<, a 11alional daily tH•wspaper, al 
a mailing· ralt- s11fficic11Llv low lo i11..,11rt· it-. 
placcmc1~l i11 homes all on:r Ll1e l ' nill'd Slall''- · 
Twenly years of <'xperienct•, a capital i11n·..,l -
11w11t in Till· Milwaukl' l' Ll'ader which JH>11· 
c .· <·<Tcls a half million dollar~, a planl and 
fal'ililit·., admirably adapted lo Ll1t· pul>lil' ,t
lion of a 11alio11 -wide daily- l11t•-.1• an· among 
lhe a..,..,eh of THE i\ ,\IJ+:RIC\~ LJ ◄:,\DEll i11 
lht· nalional l·kld. 1\.., ih circulalio11 i11c-rt·aw:-; 
aud ib infl11l' ll<'l' l'Xpand-.. l<H':tl l·dilion., 111ay 
hl· i-. ... 11\'d for .,lralt·gic indu:,;lrial <'l'll lt'r .-. . Thus 
U, • lil'ndih of a local pn·:-.!-. \\'011ld lie avail
abk, c,·1·n Ll1011g-h the co:-.L of l'slablishing
loeal planb for 1-,u<'ll lll'w:,;papers mig·hl l>' 
prohihili\'e . \\ ' ilhoul .'rnd1 a pre . .,s il will lw 
difficull, if nol inq>O'>'>ihk, for lht · vario11ii 
g-rou 1h inll'n·..,lcd in till' Fo1111dalio11 lo rnakt• 
any real prog-1·l''-" lhrou~lr Llll ' slirring- \\ orld 
en·Hl-. \\'hich arc ju..,l ahead. 

IL i.., l' ,..,limakd lhal an inilial fund o{ 
:j; I 00.000 will hl· required lo lay lhe ba.'>is for 
lhe projeell'd 11alio11al pr ..... .,, wilh lh:tl deg-n·e 
of ~afrly which lhc Foundation propos ·s lo 
ill!-.lll'l' for all ils ullll :rtakings. 

The rai..,ing of Uii .-. foud of ,'100,000 eon
blilute~ lh • i11111wdial • obj ·cli,·e of lh • Fo11n
dalio11. S11hscriptio11s in any amount will b' 
recei\·cd and g'WL ·fully admowl ·dµ;cd. , 'ub
scrib •ri-, will be enrolled a~ m 'mber.., of Lhe 
X a.Lio11al C'o1111dl. 

Ch •cks may h' made payabl • Lo ~·tuarl 
Cha,.e, Trea.-.urcr, 
Foundation uit 
907 J,'if t ·uth St.: 

Vidor L. Berg-er ~alio11al 
303 Immranc • 13uilding-, 
'. \V. Wa,.hington D. C. 

....... I\_..._ .... .._ .... I\ ......... A._ .. I\..__.A ......... A..._ ... A.__ .. I\ ........ A.._ ... /\..._ ... A.__ .. A....__ ... A.__ ... /\ ......... tA..._ .. /\...._ ... A-----A ........ ....... I\_... ..... 
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October 1, 1931. 

Be,bbi Abba Hillel Silver, 
East 105th Street at Ansel --doad, 
Cleveland, Ohio • 

• 1y dear Dr. ilver: 

I have your letter of Se)tember 28, and regret, of course, that 

you are unable to take part in the proposed debate. 

1£ you can ne.ke any sugses tion as to how we could make use of 

Ur. Darrow's offer to donate his servioes for a debate in Cleveland 

so as to yield some revenue to the foundation, I would deeply appreci

ate it. You my be in a better position to know this than r. 

Thanlring you for your kind wishes, and ~ith kindest personal re

gards, I am 

Director 

JL*mb 
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SUITE 303 INSURANCE BLOG. 
907-f!STH STREET, N. W, 

WASHINGTON. D. C. 

TELEPHONE DISTRICT !5 t 7 4 

VICE-PRESIDENTS 

JANE ADDA.MS 
JOHN DEWEY 

GLENN FRANK 

ELIZA.BETH GILMAN 

JAMES MAURER 

UPTON SINCLAIR 

~ bi bba Hillel Silver, 
~st 105th Street at sel .aon.d, 

01evel nd, Ohio. 

L!y dear Dr. Lilver: 

1 , 1931 , 

I ·r teful to you f'or your lotter of O tober 12 

sur;gos tine that deb:. te bet ieen '• • Darro\"l and 1 • • ',d tt 

v;oJ.ld be likely to .Jrove attractive in vleveland . I 

shall connmu1icate with l'Ir , ,itt immediately, 

, it.. ind .JOi·sonal resa:.:ci.s, I am 

Directo .. 

1" *mb 




