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In this comp ct little volume Dr. Silver traces in 

luminous outline the manifestations of a dominant democratic 

impulse in Jewish History. He re gards this democratic motif 

c>~s the essential char acteristic of many of the gre t movements 

in Jewish thought through the ages. 

Prophecy, Pharisaism, the Synagogue, Jewish Mysticism, 

Chassidism and other si gnificant expressions of the genius of 

Israel are re-stated here in terms of an invincible democratic 

urge which seems to determine the vital sp iritue.1 processes 

of the r a.ce. 

Very challenging indeed is Dr. Silver's analysis and 

defense of the ideal of the 1ission of Israel end his re

definition of Liberal Juda ism as a renewed Ph risa ism which 

he decl ares to be grounded in the democratic religious philosophy 

of Juda ism, free f rom any anti-nationalistic and anti-nomistic 

bia.s, in which the three ma jor concepts of the Faith of Israel, 

the People of Israel and the Land of Israel are merged, 

Dr. Silver's essay will prove v luable guide to many 

modern Jews who a.re in quest of a philosophy of Jewish life 

consistent 1th Jewish experience and capable of motivating 

and enriching their lives. 
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"'liIE .-JE,\,S11 )J<)Oli ( ~()NCER~' • 

THE OLDEST AND LARGEST 

JEWISH PUBLICATION HOUSE 

IN THE. UNITED STATES 

31 WEST 31 ~: STREET 
C ABL E - RADIO ADDRE SS 

" BLOCH BOOKS ': NEW YORK 

Rabbi bba • Silver 
fo The T mple 
East 105th t . at . l d . 
Cleve l and , Ohi o . 

Dear Rabbi Silver:-

NEWYORK July 19 , 1928 . 

Uost likely I did not qui e un erst nd your fir t t er about reprinting 
your es yin book form. If, ou 1ill ki ndly s d a ~opy uf it in it 
complete form, I shall let yo kno\l a few days t ere f ter j t 1hat prop
osition we can make for blishing it !or eneral distr·bution . Of course , 
we ant to be your publish rs , if possible , and are prepar d to ke best 
a rran~ements therefor . 

Hopi ng to hear fror.i you soon and trust i ng everythiri.6 i s we 11 ri th you and 
your de r ones , I am, 

CEB :ps 

S~rply Y<J)l5s , 

~u..... .L .~ 



RETURN RECEIPT. 

Received from the Postmaster the Registered or Insured Article, the original 

number of which appears on the face of this C rd. 

Date of delioery, ____ _ 

orm 3811 •1-tll6 



Jost @ffire lltpartmtnt 
OFFICIAL BUSINESS 

REGISTERED ARTICLE 

No. tf _ )_. f I f f _____ _ 
INSURED .PA r.EL 

:J Return to ___________________________________ _ 
(NAME OJI' SDIDD) 

Street and Num6u, 

PINALTY FOR PRIVA 
TO AVOID PAYME 

POSTAGE, $30C) 

POSTMARK OF DELI 

OFFICE 

or Poat Office Boz, __________________________________________________________________ . -----------------____ _ 

CLEVELAND, 
OHIO. 
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tl, ,~1Pr£0 

H,.fI-1:E ~JE"\\71SII BOOK (](JNC}:RN" 

31 WEST 31~: STREET 

Dr. bba Uillel ~ilver 
The Temple 
r~ . 105th St. at Anse 1 Rd. 
Cleveland ,. Ohio 

Der nr. Silver: -

NEWYORK July 26 ., 1928. 

THE OLDEST AND LARGEST 

JEWISH PUBLICATION HOUSE 

IN THE. UNITED STATES 

CABLE - RADIO ADDRESS 

" BLOCHBOOKs': NEW YORK 

This is to ncknouledge receipt of the W3 . of your es ay. I am just about to 
leave t 1e city for a much needed week• s vacatioJ'l, and I rould ask your 
indulgence until my return. ,ratters of publi.:, ing are entirely in my ovrn 
hands and I sh.all not be ab le to E;et e ti.ma-t~ ~ .,e c. in tho few hours that I 
a still here. I believe that I can e..fely say that the bookle will be 
~ by us and under e.rrang~ments satisfactory to yourself. It will 
probably not make more than 40 pages on which vre can put an attractive he vy 
paper cover. You may depend upon it that the work will be first class trrough
out. 

Hoping all this is satisfactory, I am, with best of greetings 

Since ely v ,, . 

V . p - J 

CEB: hw 



Dr . . . Silver 
% The Temple 
B. 106th st. & Ansel 
Cleveland, Ohio 

ar Dr . Silver: -

., I 

T11E JE,\TJ.S11 RooK CONCERN" 

31 WEST 31~: STREET 

NEWYORK August 21, 1928 . 

• 

THE OLDEST AND LARGEST 

JEWISH PUBLICAT ION HOUS[ 

IN THE. UNITED S TAT ES 

CABLE - RADIO A DDRE S S 
"BLOCHBOOKs ': N E W YORK 

Under separate cover are oeing mailed proo1 • anc • . of' your book t. lease 
read them over carefull and r turn to us at your early convenience. tost likely 
it ill not be necessary to send you another proof, s we oan take care of the 
corrections . 

Is the book to be copyrighted in your narre? If so, tho necessary notice will 
app ar on the second pag • 

I f desired, we can send you page proofs before printing . If t}er is no undue 
delay, we can have the v; ork ready within two or three weeks . 

With best of greetings and regards 

S inc, re l;v vours , 

B oc :nm 

.. 
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1'! r).1 ' ,.:~!:co ! ~ [ t 0£ 
n1HE ~JE,flSII BooK (~ONCJ:RN" 

31 WEST 31~"!" STREET 

Dr. Abba Hillel ilver 
The Temple 
E. 105th St . at Ansel Rd. 
Cleve land, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver:-

NE wYo R K August 28 , 1928. 

TH [ OLDEST AND LARGEST 

.JEWISH PUBLICATION HOUSE 

IN THE. UNITED STATES 

CABLE - RADIO ADDRESS 

"BLOCHBOOKs ': NEW YORK 

This is to ackn.C1Nledge receipt of the proofs which aro alread in the hands 
of the printer to be corrected and made up into pages. I hope to send you 
these within a few days. 

Ferhaps you can tell us n~, just hov.r many copies you want to order or w t 
ur.i you want to contribute to the expense and we will give you as many books 

as possible for same at a reduced price . {e want to turn out a first cla. s 
piece of rork and the expense is mounting, hence i. e mU$t depend upon your ovrn 
order to guide us I do hope you will be very generous and I know th.at you 
will be satisfi ed with our part. 

With best of greetings 

Sincerely yours , 

B 

CEB: hv, 
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1 1 1 ~ ,NCORPORATED 

~'lIIE ~J•~\"1:S11 )J<)OI{ (~<lNCERN'' 

Dr. bba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
E. 105th St . at Ansel Rd. 
Cleve land, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver:-

31 WEST 31~: STREET 

NEWYORK September 6, 1928. 

THE OLDEST AND LARGEST 

JEWISH PUBLICATION HOUSE 

IN THE. UNITED STATES 

CABLE - RADIO ADDRESS 
"BLOCHBOOKS ''. NEW YORK 

Under separate cover are being sent the first proofs and a set of the revised, 
made up into pages. Kindly look over them at your earliest convenience and 
r~turn both sets, when \'le will be r eady to e;o to press. 

The proposition as submitted by you in your letter of August 31 is acceptable 
to us. You are to purchase 500 copies at 30¢ each and are to receive 20J1n royalty 
on the remainin" 500 copios when sold. The retail price of the book is to be 
75¢ and i t is to be bound in cloth cover, ink stamped. You ma.y be as sured that 
it wil l be a presentable volwne. 

Hoping to hAar fron rou in prompt reply, I nm , with every food wish for you and 
yours for the comin~ year 

Sincere 1 

co. 
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nst @ffire epurtm ut 
OFFICIAL BUSI NESS 

:a~11-~:t11t~ 
INSURED PARCEL 

Return lo ___ _ 

Street and Number 
or Po$l Office Bo ,--------- ---

VE AND, 

PENALTY FOR PRIVATE USE 
TO AVOID PAYMENT OF 

POSTAGE, $300 

OHIO. 



RETU'R REC IPT. 

Received Jrom the Postmasl r the Registered or In qred Article, the original 
numher of which appears on il1e Jace of this Card. . . ,, 

ll}h , ~ ~ . -~ qc_________ --------------- - ---- • -- --------------- - II --~ ""JV ( Si n tur or n m { r . ) f 

Date of dclioery, _______ _ 

◄ orm a 11 6-611 



If 
H·r11E @' JE,,~s1111<)01{ ( ;<)xc1~R~'· 

31 WEST 31 ~: STREET 

NE wYo R K September 14, 1928 

Rabbi Hillel Silver, D. D. 
% The Temple 
ast 105th Street & Ansel Road 

Cleveland, Chio. 

Dear Rabbi Silver, 

THE OLDEST AND LARGEST 

JEWISH PUBLICATION HOUSE 

IN THE. UNITED STATES 

CABLE - AADIO ADDAESS 

"BLOCHBOOKs': NEW YORK 

I have received the pa e proofs and the corrections are being made. I 
shall looK over the revised proofs bofore 1e go to press. 

I do not intend 
selection to me 
ished product. 
days intor.fare 
for any delay. 

to use a b~k cover on the book. You may safely leo.vo the 
and I lmow that you will be entirely pleased vlith the fin-
I hope to h ve the book ready in about ten days . The Holy

somewhat with us and the Jewish printer, rhich ill account 

I again extend to you and your dear ones my very est wishes for a year of 
health and happiness and in addition, for yourself, a year of greater 
achievement. 

incerely yours, 

C B/fs 



1Sh1~!, ~!~i~~m~ ~-
HTHE J1'"WISH BooK CoNCF~RN" 

31 WEST 31~"!' STREET 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
E . 105th St . at A.nae 1 Rd., 
Cleve land., Ohio 

Dear Dr. 8ilver:-

NEWYORK October 5 ., 1928. 

THE OLDEST AND LARGEST 

.JEWISH PUBLICATION HOUSE 

IN THE UNITED STATES 

CABLE - RADIO ADDRESS 

" BLOCH BOOKS': NEW YORK 

Your book is in the bindery and we expect to have co~ies in about a week,As 
there has been sorae delay in making a die. ·1 knm1 that you will be pleased 
with it. 

In the meantime., will you kindly send us a write-up about the book which we 
can use for a circular and advance press notice. You knm·r best just what 
ground it covers, etc. and I hope that you will oblige us in this matter at 
the earliest possible time. 

Hoping you are in fine health., I am, with best of greetings and regards 

Very truly yours., 

3 IS --~ 
CEB:hw 



I 

\..., 

9th,192 • 

o.' 

r • :-



bi 
di 
2 

C1no1 , Ohio . 

0 
our 

I 

1 
n 

I 

yo 

r 
y 

to r 10 h,192 . 

t re rds 
in hioh 

l 
y 

0 
0 • 
out 

e Y 
• 
• 

l 

n. 

beet 
ni join 



SAMUEL WOHL 
RABB I 

READING ROAD TEMPLE 

3212 RE AD I NG ROAD 

CINCINNATl, 0 . 

October 16, 1928 

Dr . Abba Hillel Silver 
105t:1 at nsel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr . Silver: 

I am very slad that your epoch-making essay is now 
being published and will be available to a large pub
lic . 

I shall indeed make every effort to distribute as 
many as I can to the members of my congregation . But 
I s~ould like to see it have a nation-wide distribu
tion , and may I therefore make a few sug8estions that 
may be of some value: 

(a ) Let the 13rot. erhood Monthly , v,hich has a 
circulation of some fifteen thousand or 
more copies , carry a comprehensive revieff 
of the book . 

(b ) I would ask several rabbis and a few lay
men of national reputation, to express 
their appreciation and views briefly, ind 
publish this either as a. symoosium in t!.1.e 
Brot1-1erhood 1d0 nthly and the Israelite, or 

erha1Js the merican Jewish Trioune . 

(c) Form a distribution committee tJ at would 
approach brotherhoods and sisterhoods and 
various ~roups vithin the Union . 

Of course, t~1ese a e just a. few rough ideas; I offer 
them for what they are v ort~1. • Should you feel that 
I can do sonething in the matter, I am at your service . 

elle , Herzle and myself send our best 'i7ishes to you and 
1 .. rs . Silver and Daniel Jeremiah . 

2 __ y __ s..._i_n_c_.e.__r.._e_l__.,.y yours , 



RABBI LEON I.FEUER 
MINISTER OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

'fil'Jr,e ~[emple 
EAST 105 T_li STREET AT ANSEL ROAO 

TELEPHONES CEDAR 0132 - 0133 

ABBA HILLEL SILVER, O. 0. 
RABBI 

Oct. 24th ,1 928 

Wire to 

Cha.s. Bloch , 
Bloch Publishing Co. 
31 West 31st st. 
New York , N. Y. 

WHEN ILL MY B, OK BE OUT 

HARRY A.LEVY 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 

Rabbi A. H. Silver 



lSLt~t, ~~i ~i ~ ~ 

Rabbi A. H. Silver 
fo The Temple 

~~ ... fl-IE JE,VISH ROOK CONCF:RN" 

31 VVEST 31~: STREET 

NEWYORK October 24, 1928. 

E. 105th st. at Ansel Rd . 
Clave land, o. 

Dear Habbi Silver:-

TH [ OLDEST AND LARGEST 

JEWISH PUBLICATION HOUSE 

IN THE. UNITED STATE S 

CABLE - RADIO ADD RE SS 

" BLOCHBOOKs ': NEW YORK 

s informed by our telegram, you will know that vre re forwarc:in 500 copies 
of your book, "Democrat ic I mpulse", which has just come from the bindery. Yle 
trust that you will find it satisfactory in a.11 p rticulars. Our !.:r . Bloch., 
who is being detained at home on account of i llness, will no doubt write to you 
further on his return to the office,in a few days. 

Very sincerely yours, 

BLOCH PUBLISHING CO . 

&frl/lJ~ 
. . 
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CLEVELAND PUBLIC LIBRARY 
LINDA A EASTMAN ., - ., - LIBRARIAN 

JOHN G. WHITE COLLECTION 

GORDON W. THAYER .,. 

325 SUPERIOR AVENUE N E 

Rabbi A. H. Silver 
The Temple 
E. 105th St. and Ansel Rd. 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

My dear Rabci Silver: 

.,. - LIBRARIAN 

CLEVELAND OHIO 

Nov. 9, 1928 

I appreciate very much the gift of your "Democratic 
Impulse in Jewi~h History.° From reud ing it I derived 
DD1Ch informati on that was new, and consider able intel
lectual stimulus. It is furthermore a pl asure to Le 

remembered. 

Cordially yours, 



CLEVELAND PUBLIC LIBRARY 

325 SUPERIOR AVE UE 

CLEVELAND 

ON BEHALF OF THE TRUSTEES 

I TENDER GRATEFUL ACKNOWLEDGMENT 

FOR THE PUBLICATIONS MENTIONED WITHIN 

WHICH YOU HAVE BEEN SO KIND AS 

TO PRESENT TO THIS LIBRARY 

LIBRARIAN 
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OFFICE OF THE EDITOR 

The New Palestine 
Official Organ of the 

ZIONIST ORGANIZATION OF AMERICA 

111 Fifth Avenue, New York 

Telephone Algonquin 3600 

November 9, 1928 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

My dear Dr. Silver: 

I am sending you herewith stenographic copy of 
your addfesa delivered in New York on the occasion of the 
Balfour Celebration. A part of the address is quoted in The 
New Palestine with a report of the meeting. I would like, 
however, to print it in the form of an article without re
ference to the fact that it was originally delivered as an 
address. I think that the greater part of it would lend it
self to such treatment beginning particularly with page 3. 
Of course it 'WOuld need careful editing and rearrangement. 
I am sending it to you with the hope that you will find time 
to do this and return it to me as quickly as you can. Please 
let me know by return mail whether I IIl8J" expect to have 1 t 
returned. 

MWW:BS 

With kindest personal regards, I am 

Si11Cerelylf"y 

~ Weisgal 
Edi tor 
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Rabbi Jonah B. Wise, 
3 5 E • ~2 d St • , 
New York, N. Y. 
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HEBREW UNION COLLEGE LIBRARY 

A . S. OKO, LIBP-AP-IAN 

CINCINNATI, OHIO 

Nove~ber 12, 1928. 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, 
'11he Temple, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

My dear Dr. Sllver: 

I thank you very much for your 

essay, "The Democratic Impulse in Jewish History", 

just at hand. 

I am very glad indeed to have the 

booklet, and I am looking forward to this evening when 

I shall read it. 

Ve r y sincerely, 

s. 
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Rabbi: SAMUEL A. HALPERIN ~ l 

/tJ vo w • • ' / Wemple Jsrarl 

O!nngrrgattnn l{g~im '-4nnutm 
'42'4 N. Hunter Street /J / Q "7 I' 

7 14-V - / -<., / ;-<A} 
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LEEK. FRANKEL 

ONE: MADISON AVl!:NUI!: 

NEW YORK , N . Y 

November 5,198 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 

The Tem le 
st 55th Street 

Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Sir: 

In Doctor Frankel's absence , 

I am acknor.rledging rece·pt of the co ;y of 

" e Democratic Impulse in Jewish History". 

I shall be pleased to refer th s to Doctor 

Frankel immediately on his return, and I 

k~ow that he will high ap)reciate our 

thoughtfulness in sending it to him. 

Ve t r uly yours , 

-(_.~ ~ -4-yt_A.--,,( _/ 

Secretary to Doctor Frankel 



TH 

LIBRARY 
OF 

THE JEWISH THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY OF AMERICA 
!5S1·f538 WEST ONE HUNDRl!D AND TWENTY-THIRD S'TREET 

NEW YORK CITY 

PROF, ALEXANDER MARX 
LIBRAFtlAN 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

ovember 13, 1928. 

I want to thank you 

for your kindness in sending me your 

"The Democratic Impulse in Jewish 

History". I only had a chance to glance 

at it, but it seems to be very interest

ing. 

ith kind regards, 

Yours very sincerely 

Dr. bba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
E. 105th & Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 
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ALFRED M.COHEN 
NINE WEST f'OURTH STREET 

CINCINNATl,0 . 

November 15, 1928. 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, 

Cleveland, Ohio. 

My dear Friend: 

I thank you for your courtesy in sending 

me your latest publication "A Democratic Impulse in 

Jewish History". I am sure that I shall find pleasure 

and profit in reading it. 

With very best regards, believe me 

rely yours, 

AMC/D 



THE HEBREW UNION COLLEGE 

O FFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

My dear Abba , 

CINCINNATI 

NOlember 15 , 1928 . 
( Di ct . Nov. 14) 

Please accept my sincere thanks for your 
courtesy in sending me a copy of your Conference 
sermon of last summer, "The Democratic Im.pulse 
in Je ish History" , in book form . as greatly 
pleased ith the sermon itself and am happy 
indeed to have it in this permanent form. 

• ith cordial greetings for yourself and 
Virginia , I am 

JM/s 

Rev . Dr . bb 
The Temple , 
105th t . at 
Cleveland , 
Ohi • 

Very sincerely yours , 

lver, 

sel Road , 



DAVID N . MOSESSOHN 
Editor 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT 
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EXECUTIVE: 0f'F'ICES 

L. BAMBERGER & COMPANY 

NEWARK, NEW JERSEY 

November 17, 1928 

My dear Rabbi Silver 

I h ve just had an evidence 

of your thoughtfulress in the recei1>t 

of a book written by you, "The 

DE1J1ocr~tic Impulse in Jewish History", 

and I want you to know that I appre

ciate it. I shall read the little 

book with pleasure. 

LOUIS BAM !IE RC:. I! R 
Ft:LIX FULD 

Cordi~ yours ,'-._ 

¼~ 
Felix Fuld 

FF K 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Ea.et 105th BDd Ansel Road 
Clevelsnd, O. 
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l y de r b 1 H lper1n:-

ov . 19th,192 . 

erm1t me t o o no led e receipt 
of your kind 1 tter of v . 12th. 

Un r . ep~ r te cove r I. t od y 
n in you · co y of bb1 ~11v r 's oor tic 

Impul e in J i sh 1 t ory" · n ·lso oo ,i a of 
f 1 ve d r e s e e . 

t o re 1 in 
1th 1n et re · rds, p r it 

r y nc rel y ,, UI , 

oret · to --bb i lver . 

P.s. 
Will you kindly send us two or three copies of 

the review of Rab t i Sil ver's essay, when it is published 
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THE BISHOP COAD~UTOR Or OHIO 
2241 PROSPECT AVENUE 

CLEVELAND 

~ovem r 24, 1928 

Rabbi Abb rillel .. 'ilver 
10 11 Lrke Sor~ boulevard 
Clevel~nd , Ohio 

y dear Rabbi Silver:-

Your little book, 
"The • e111ocratic Im )Ulse i Jewish Fistoryn 
arrived this wornin an~ I anticiJ te rad
in it with as much joy • I had in re dini; 
your" essirnic /~ntic i _ ,.tion" . Think you 

or rtmemberirg me. I trust that I may 
see you sometime in the ne~r future. 

Cordi[,1 y yours, 

• L : J,. 



Co. enta on "The D ocratic Impulse in Je iah Hi s toey" 

ienificance of this eaa33 lies 1n articul r.i ti the ne departure 
1n ref'o Judai .. The essay is lucid, stimul~ting and hiatoric~lly 
significant." 

International Je i h Pre 
Pale tine. 

urt)8.U 

eb. 1929 

" • utterance derives its significanc fr the f t t h:lt it 8UTil! ") iz s 
1n ma.aterl7 faahion the newer tendenciea of refo Judaism d it lso 
preaal,a a modus vi -vend.1 for all J a ho are int ere ted in the pr servation 
of t~r faith. ... In these da¥a of !despread confusion in the minds of IDalV' 
of our leaders about the meaning of the Je iah problem in erica it is 
refr·eshing to come acrosa a clear thinker hose word■ are backed by thorough 
acholo.rahip and by a profound deTotion to Jewish values. e cannot ur e 
our re dera too strongly to peruse studiously . Silver' s oss~ on "The 
Democr tic Impulse in Jewish History." 

The . e tinel 
Chic ,:\ o. ch,1929 

~In a small brochure, recently published, Dr. bba Hillel Silver, one of 
, the moat eloruent and moat thoughtful members of the Reforo Je iah pulpit 
1 in this country, aets out to give a reinterpretation of the i de 1 of the 

Jewish ission in the 11 ht of t he modern theory of Jewish nationalism •... 
/ This es•~ of Dr. Silver is a challenge not only to l eaders of reform 

Judaism and to the secularists in our mid.at, hether dhering to the Zloniat 
ideAl. or not, bu.t also to the eat I!laaaea of thinking Jews ho e floundering 
in their tho hts and attitudes to ard J is lif e and belief •••. 
It is ai.I!lple. It is lo ica.1. It is revolutioll3ry in refo J e iah ideology. 
It should help to clarify the t ho hta of so e of our youn_,er frienda ho 
a.re groping for light in their search for a Je iah " odus vivendi" in present
~ life. " 

Je ish onent 
Phil~delphia. aan. 1929 

•nr. Silver•• chall nging and cornp::ict esaey trace• 1n careful and 
color:tu.l analysis the continued democratic impulse in Je ish hiatory .•.. llere 
ia an eaaay hich ill prove a valuable guide to the thi ......... ~ modern Jew, 
who feela the need of a philosophy of Jewish life historic lly consistent 
and capable of enriching ard motivating hie life." 

Je iah Journal 
San anciaco. eb. 1929 

"In thia brilliant at~, Rabbi Silver give• an outline in a brief' and 
concise manner, 7et clear and vivid, of how dominant haa been t e d ocratic 
ir.Ipulse 1n Jewiah history in its political, economical and religiowa life ••• 
Rabbi Silver•• clear and vivid style makes the re ding del htful and hia 
knowledge of the subJect renders the perusal profitable." 

Je iah onitor 
~ort orth, Tex. arcb,1929 



''With astounding brevity and clarity. ithin the small space of forty 
p36es, the development and effect of the anti-aristocratic motif in the 
existence of Judaism are traced: and, ■imw.taneoualy, the adoption of the 
democratic impulse for the "modua vivendi" of Jewry is preached and 
advocated ••. As a guide to the understanding of the motivati?lB influence 
in a.11 the ereat movements of Israel- Pharisaism, Sadduceeiam, Rabbinism, 
Mysticism and Cha.saidiam - this book ia indispensable." 

Hedenu. Ye hi vah 
New York City. Dec.,1928 

"In this booklet the learned author gives a new reaenta.tion of the 
political fa.bric of ancient Judaism. For the f irst time perhaps , 

e ·et a coherent picture of the political enius of the Jewa of 
antiquity ... This booklet will interest not only all Jewish intellectuals, 
1ho will want to know more about the Jewish past, but will also be of 
s·,ecia.l interest to Jewish modernists , to Zionists and to the repre
sentatives of liberal Judaism alike •... Rabbi Silver ie not only a learned 
Ra.bbl but to my mind the moat learned . eform Rabbi in .America and a man 
of erea.t moral courage, for no other representative of liberal Juda.lam 
would have dared to say what Ilabbi Silver ha.a to say about 1ta attitude 
to Jewish learning." 

The Reflex 
ov., 1928 

• 
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GEORGE P . BRETT, JR TR ASURER 

GEORGE p BRETT, PRLSIOENT 
A H NELSON, V1CE PRESIDENT 

L J LUCAS , SECRETARY 

CHICAGO 

BOSTON 

ATLANTA 

DALLAS 

SAN FRANCISCO 

LONDON 

TORONTO 

BOMBAY 

MADRAS 
C A LCUTTA 

MELBOURNE 

']F 'roil 8 1 M 'AC M 111· IIL '11L,~]i C OMiP/A ~tY 
PUBLISHERS 

60 FIFTH AVENUE 

NEW YORK 

AH . NE.LS ON, MAl'IAGC " 'ro.,c A"T1C,NAL 

PA ~NOWLTON, E01 T'O R I o.,..,..,.,,..,,.. T' 

R R SMITH , COLLC G & D•~ T 

H S LATHAM , E o t T O !llt l A L.} f RAD 

O•PT 

R I GARTON S A US 

J . N . MYERS, Mc OIC AL.0 &.P T 

L H SEAMAN,Juv NI L £ OcPT 

W . H MURRAY, R L.IGIOU S OPT 

TELEPHO NE ALGONQUIN 2100 

November 28, 1928. 

la are very glad to send JOU herewith our check 

in payment of royalties !or the year end ing April 30, 1928, 

according to the statement cf earnings sent ycu in July. 

Assuring you of our interest in your wok and 

of our continued efforts in its behalf, we remain, with 

beat wishes, 

Very truly yours, 

THI MACMILLAN COMPANY 
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UNDER AUSPICES : 

JOINT DISTRIBUTION COMMITTEE 

FELIX M. WARBURG, CHAIRMAN 

CENTRAL RELIEF COMMITTEE 

LEON KAMAIKY, CHAIRMAN 
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DAVID A. BROWN. NATIONAL CHAIRMAN 

512 PERSHING SQUARE BUILDING 

100 East Forty Second Street 
TELEPHONE .ASHLAND 9340 

NEW YORK Crt'Y 

UNDER AUSPICES : 

AMERICAN JEWISH RELIEF COMMITTEE 

LOUIS MARSHALL, CHAIRMAN 

PEOPLES RELIEI" COMMITTEE 

ALEXANDER KAHN, CHAIRMAN 

December 14, 1928 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
1486 East 106th Street 
Cleveland. Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver, 

ithin the past few days while returning from 
Erie. Pennsylvania, where I participated in 
fund raising activities connected with Max 
Currick 1s Temple, I had the pleasure of read
ing the book which you so kindly sent me: 
"The Democratic Impulse in Jewish History"• 

Of course, I was deeply interested in all 
that you had to say. particularly in the fol
lowing lines from the first paragraph on page 
forty: 

"Only the religious Jew who will con-
tinue steadfast in his faith will 
conserve and carry on the culture 
and tradition of Israel. The rest 
will disappear as they always have, 
as they inevitably must." 

Again thanks for your thoughtfulness, and 
with kindest personal regards, I remain, 

Sincerely yours, 

( 



DILWORTH LUPTON, Minister 

THE FIRST UNIT ARIAN CHURCH 
Euclid Ave. at East 82nd Street 

CLEVELAND 

December 4, 19~8 . 

Rabbi Alla Hillel Silver, 
/v T le Temple' 

.sel Road & East 10 tn ~tres t, 
Clevela d , Chio . 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

I deeply appreciated 
your re.rembrance in sendi i. me The Demo
cratic Im ~u lse in J ewis Histor{ . I have 
no t as yet had time to do mo re lan ?lance 
overt e booklet but snall read it wit~ 
interest . 

..ay I say th t I feel 
spiritually akin to you and t ~e splendid 
work you are doirg . 

Fait u}~y yours , 

~--::o---
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L DWIG VOGEL TEI 

E Yi RK 

D c ember 5, 2, • 

Rqbbi Abb· Hillel Silver, 
c/o h Tern l A, 
t. J05th St. ...t An el Ro1:1d, 
CJt el and, Ohio. 

I h· ve r e e·ved "The Democ ic 

I npuLse in JeHish History" ant ap.l reci , 9 very 

much your sending me this book, hich I shall 

rea • th '° re t de·J.l of intere· t. 

s, 

Sincervly yo 

L L, l.; 



{
28!57 TIILl:PHONE SCHUYLER 7788 

THE SOCIETY FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF JUDAISM 

Dedicated to the interpretation and advancement of I ,rael' s 
Torah, to the reatoration of lerael'e Ancient Land, and to 
the eetabliahment of univeraal Freedom, Justice and Peace. 

13·1!5 WEST EIGHTY·SIXTH STREET 

NEW YORK CITY 

Dear Dr. Silver, 

December 
l 4th 
l 9 2 8 

Doubtlessly, you would be, int,erestad in 

noting the, statements on page nineteen 

of the current issue of t ,he S .A. J. REVIEW, 

copy of which is en.c.losed herewith. 

Yours very sincerely,) 

r. Abba Hillel Silvor . 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

I 

David w. Pearlman 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 



r. D· vid . P rl i n, 
The oo1et y or t he 
dv cement of Ju 1 

13-15 ,, st S6th t., 
Ne Yor , ~ • Y. 

y .e r .. r• P · rlm n:_ 

Per it 
kindness in ending 
evie hioh c ont'in 

De ocr · t1c I pulse In 

, 

Deo. lSth,192 • 

to th n~ you fo r your 
coy of the .. J. 

revi of my boo, "The 
1 h ietory." 

In vie t in y ees y 
1 of course expect blo t did 

not count on dr'bble. h ~t ed .s your 
revie r• t· te ent t h t en hi tor1o·l 
truth e not ynon ous." Th nt e to 
be ch· r oterietic of 11 toe ho b lieve th · t only 

en ho tutter nd pe k broken n 11 h or rite 
e · trooiouely · e your revie r, c n b eo hol ' rly. 

·1th in et re r d , p r it e 
t o re in 

er inoer y your, 



l 

Rabbi bba H. Silver, 
The Temple, 
Jast 105th treat at .h.11.Sel rload, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

iry deA.r Frien : 

December 31st, 
1 9 2 8 

hank you so mu.ch for your 
quick thoughtfulness in sendin~ me both a 
copy o~ your address delivered here and also 
copy o your "Der.iocratic Impulse in Jewish 
History", which I shall read with a 6 reat deal 
of interest. This is just doin0 thinus in your 
characteristic prompt way. 

I do hope you will repeat your 
visit to Columbus soon ~~a.in and ~1 ve all of 
us another treat. The children have asked me 
to request a very seedy return on your part . 

. Happy New Year to you and 
Vir~ini • 

Kindn st re _;ards. 

~~ 



Moon y , Hahn, Lo e s r & Ke ough 
tl rn. at-LavV 

. ational Hy Bank Buildmcg 

C l v l and 

Il&bbi A. H. Silver , 

Cleveland, Ohio . 

Dear Rabbi : 

January 16 , 1929 . 

Babbie and I want to thank you fo:r your 

kindness in sending us auto~raphed copy of vour rec cnt 

publication. 

M P MOONP:Y 
AARON HAHN 
NATHAN LOES R 
EDGAR A HAHN 
IRWIN N LO Sl!:R 
WILLIAM C . Kl".:OUGH 
FRANCIS H eEAM 
PARKER K FULTON 
MONROE A LOl!:SER 
EUGENE H FREEDHEIM 
IRA D LUCAL 
SUMNER CANARY 

I had much pleasure in reading it yester-

day . I must confess , hovrever , that I had to resort to 

the dictionar. a number of times for the meaning of vmrds 

which were stran~ers to me : so that in addition l,o the 

satisfaction which I derived from reading the book , I find 

that my vocabul ary has been singularly enriched . 

L- K 

With kindest re a. ds , I am , 

~incerely yours/ 
I 

' I t:i '-t 



abbl .. :a Heller, 
.1env111 Hotel, 
e Orleans, L. 

·y de r bbi Helleri-

Jan. 25th, 1 29. 

nder eep rte oover sendin 
oo y of y booklet "The oorat1c I ulee 
1 b History." I hope tht t you will like it. 

I ould appreol t reoe1v1ng from you y or1t1o1sm 
h1oh you ml ht cu.re t o m~ke. 

1th k1ndeet regards ·· n ~ 1eh1n ... 
you ood he 1th nd oont1nued 1 ingui h d erv1oe 
1n our common o ·u e, p r 1t me t o re ~1n 

er y inoerely your , 

• 

I 
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~'"fIIE rJl:';\VISII )}()OK C()NCf:RN" 

R b ,i . H • .'ilv0r 
<1~ The Tr~nple 
~ . 105th st . an nsel d . 
rlev .Jlancl , O io 

~ ear ab i Silver : 

31 WEST 31~"!" STREET 

NEWYORK 

THE OLDEST AND LARGEST 

.JEWISH PUBLICATION HOUSE 

IN THE UNITED STATES 

CABLE - AADIO ADDAESS 

"BLOCH BOOKS': NEW YORK 

Rnclos d : b 1 v, ill find copvright cert if icu.t • : ich kind l, pr s . rve . he 
ucc01:1panyinr 1>i.ll is t 1e actual c H rge . 

, rith best of gre ti 1r;s and r .,r; rc1s, I U11 

L 

CEB :hw 

I 
~ 1. ·--"' 1~ --

Sincer 

C • 



CINCINNATI, 1854 THE OLDEST AND LARGEST JEWISH PUBLICATION HOUSE IN THE UNITED STATES 

TffllU: 
30 DAYS NET 

SHIPPED TO 

1Slo~t, ~!!'~in9 l11. 
"THE JEWISH BOOK CONCERN" 

31 WEST 31ST STREET, NEW YORK 

CHARGED TO 

Dr. A.H. Silver 
o/o The Temple 
East 105th st. & Ansel Rd. 

Cleveland, Ohio Ordered by 

OurNo. 1.i 
Your Order No. 

Shipped via 

NEW YORK. 1901 

DATE 
Jan.28,1929 
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MAX. HELLER 
RABBI EMERITUS OF CONGREGATION TEMPLE SINAI 
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MAX. HELLER 
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r. Thor 1 olber, 
Git r of copyri hte, 

Libr ry of Con res, 
• ehin t on, .c. 

~Y de r .r. olberg:-

J · n. 30th,l92. 

Tt met · t y ook, "he 
emoor· t1o _1pul e n J 1 h E ietory' ioh 

e publi bed in 1928 h· s be .n t 1oe oopy
ri r,hted by your ure u. 

e ~uthor I ent oopy on 
ove1 ber 10th, 1929 d o t ned o yrir ht 

for thi v-1 e r you - .,l a s '' " ·3586 . 
. y publi sh r, l h loo I u 11 hin ., Co. of e 
York 11 ·1a obt ne oopyrie t or e -
Cl ""'as .. , 1 716. ould you pl e str· .1 hten 
" 1 • t te r ou ... or e . 

1th inuest re ~rds, p rmit 
me t o 

r y nc r l y your , 



\ 
OFFICE OF THE , 

REGISTER OF COPYRIGHTS ' 

\ HAH-

Dear Sir: 

\ 
LIBRARY OF CONGRESS 

COPYRIGHT OFFICE 

WASHINGTON 

In response to your letter of January 30th, we beg to 

say that no harm results from the double registration of your book. 

We try to catch these cases, but it ia not always possible to do so 

in view of the hundreds of applications that are received every day. 

Copyright ia secured under the law by publication with the statutory 

notice. What is done here is merely to register the claim, snd the 

mere fact that two applications were unfortunately filed, would not 

impair your copyright. 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, 
The Te■ple, 
East 105th St. at Ansel Road, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Respectfully, 

Assistant Register of Copyrights. 



D te of publi ati n _____ / / , 192 . Affidavit r ceiv d 

Copi rec f , 192 Entry: Cla A, 

[ L] 

t l II'-/ ' 192 

,- '/ , No. I I , 



) 

(! o b ok: 

D.-ite of publicatio.1.1---........:.....;.....;;_...:;._, 192 . A davit r eiv d-~-----'- 192 . 

Copie • r cei \ 11;;u..--"-__.:.:_ __ ...;_2;.:;..._;:.;_, 192 f.'"" En try: Cla A, X:Xc., ~ .j 
0----=--
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pr11 2d. 1929. 

r. • 
'!'ho Bloch Co., 
31 . 31st t., 
~ ew York, n. Y. 

:.y de !.r r. K, :-

I enclosing here 1th atracta from th 
review• of my book "'l'he Danocr tic I ulee in Je ish 

1 tory." 

You will recall that in our conver tion we 
expressed the thought that it ould e de 1r ble 
to ubliah an announc ent in your forthc . ing "Book 
Bulletin." 

In announcing the ook it ould be desirable 
to stres t e t hou ~ t t tit is book for Jewish 
1 en d should be read by every Je iah l~ who 
is interested in thinking thro h the ideolo of 
modern Judai • 

I shall be gl d to o fifty-fifty 1th you on 
the cost of o. p a.nnounc ent 1n the "Bulletin." 

1th ndest r e ds , I 

Ver; sincerely youra, 

1 /IR 



J I NCORPORATE0 

n,.(JJE e JE\\,.ISII )J()OJ{ ( ; ()NC}:R~" 

TH [ OLDEST AND LARGEST 

JEWISH PUBLICATION HOUSE 

IN THE UNITED STAT S 

Rabbi ~bba Hillel Silver 
,~ The Te.p e 
Bast 105th ~t . at illsol o~d 
Cleveland .. Chio . 

Dear abbi Jilver , 

NEWYORK April 4, 1929 . 

CABLE - AADIO ADDAESS 

" BLOCH BOOKS''. NEW YORK 

• :e vrish to ac.i.':nm·:ledge receipt of' ., our letter of the 2nd inst . .e will 
prepare a. page anvertise, ent o" the "Democratic Impulse" for tho next 
number of our wlletin, as per your letter. 1. e believe that the material 
we have is too rrru.ch for the size pe.~e of our Bulletin, but we are confident 
that you v1ill agree to let uo edit same and put in s uru.ch material as 
possible . 

ith kindest personn.1 re o.rds, we are 

incerely yours , 

BLOCH RJ.uLISHING CO . 

Iil/fs H-· Krvit 



pril th, 1929. 

Co., 

Y ar r . 

I al ould reel te • 1 t proof a 
of the annaunc ont of my "D ocratic ul e In Jewl 

i1tory .. which you nre 1 1~ for t next n: ber of 
your bulletin. 

1th ind.eat r ard , I 1 

ry i1cerely youra, 

ns/ 



V 

METROPOLIS CLUB 

105 WEST FIFTY-SEVENTH STREET 

NEW YORK CITY 

CIVIC COMMITTEE 

DAVID M . BRESSLER 

.JULIUS HENRY COHEN 

HON.ABRAM I.ELKUS 

ALBERT GOLDMAN 

MORTON STEIN 

FELIX M . WARBURG pr il 17 , 19 2 9. 

everend Dr . bba illol ilve , 
Cleveland, Ohi 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

I am very appreciative of your thou3htfulness 
in sending 1 e a copy of your u, e Democr tic Impulse 

in Je 1ish History." It is s1 o t eno· 0 h to read ii th 

a view to le rning its contents. This I promise y

self to do - just as soon as I am through with jury 

duty. ere fter I may give my elf the i vilese to 
rap you further line. 

he . 01 bars o too etropolis 1 o are still 

tal ci 10 bo t your n inely ins.9rii 6 and t ou
0
ht-pro-

vokin address. I coul ta l y0u y of the thi s 

vhicl ve be n s id w ·c1 rnul pl -se you u :,,lad en 

your 1 -: rt. ...o r the 1~ zt si if icant is t 1e 

loss to t,:e sense o \ ich ove rtoo~c u.r o I' icial 

steno rr p er w o o • t d0v111. 1e t Ok not s 

or about five mi u • t hi. el c ple te-
ly co.ae o ... 

· rd b i 
o r 

L. J.
1 

l , , • t<: e s ··ur • 1 r c . 
t} 1 is p se de riv s us o • tl 

t r s cl t our e ti e 
op r u.1 • ty 1D 

ors1i), s 



w· s 0110 i 1 tuc c se 

f cours e, you ·cnOYI CN/ doep y ~ )J) '.J C ia t i V d 
_;r· teful I .. m, 11d 1en Jon e e .. ~ten OU to OU 1 e 

ul l • i vile "es al' the ' lub .,. and 1 ti es , r.1.a 
IO ly vo ic ed ii!.e GOJ1tL unts 0 ' Vt.Jr~{ one of our ., , l u r • 

• ..' r ~·'le r. • for n ..... ✓ il O oud -..,J. t ~4" id 
to 11 self L • y tinrns t1- ➔ s [)=st i'f!St1 J0· r , 1 , "·o 
are • r n nt to -·our 1iu·1 culli1J. ·•, e~~ l y 
loc aced i Ul01~1·na , y u ru servii~ ui.:;r • 

,:itl ,,/ 00 I • i , 

.) L" c.., r lJ V u.r· ~ , 

.... : J.) 



31 West 31st St., New York 

~l,b~~ REPORT OF GONSI NN1 ACCOUNT WITH 

() . C 
it ,.__ "'- i f a ) ~ . (._ 4-(_ ~ 

TITLE ~h-L '1_ ~ t'_/1.. ,,)pt, e ·kf <-,<J2 <-

COPIES ON HAND LAST REPORT It.{ e-J I O 6 t./ 
COPIES STOCKED SINCE LAST REPORT 

DEDUCTI'9NS 

Author's Copies 
Review n 

Copyr~ " 

'2n '-47 
, 0 , 

TOTAL COPIES TO BE ACCOUNTED FOR 

LESS COPIES ON HAND THIS DATE 

TOTAL COPIES SOLD 

AMOUNT DUE PER COPY @ • ' s--d 
Less _____ _ •--

NET AMOUNT DUE 

P.AY T ITHIN THREE MONTHS 

~1-- t , # 

. ~-7== 
I [J, 

,2:-f' Io 

PLEASE FILE THIS STATEMENT FOR REFERENCE. 



BALDWIN-WALLACE COLLEGE 

NAST THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 

BEREA, OHIO 

ff~~ #tw /~ 
t~J;f~" 

14 ,kt-,, tf{,J,t,· ,·&<,v,, - _J ~iud-r~ ~- ' 7,l_ 

~ ~ 1 7~ h,.:!.,v/ r7c. ;ii, vl.,, r~=_Jf/C; ~ /: r<j'u <- / J 

ft.. cf«r . ,,-1., / /2':;47 . ~ ½ 7\, ·, ~ ,t )" 1.,,..., •. 

kb~ 't " 1_ / I • .. _ , I , ,,.. J. /./ ';AI , /4L~ _,,. • . ( I 

/ -- - ~r ~ , , --L- t-&..:f rv l1r-, ,, t~ ~ 1~ 1t t c. 'lf. , ~ t c ~ 

_/ ~ ;p-.. ~ fl f l4_Jia-,-,J . .J ~,L
1 

o/t.f0Y?-,,;_,,_zz 

7u ,~,,,.,,-- ~fk~., 1 ~ h,,,k.7-r-e/hu/,',, £ ~, .-( b ~ 

~ t ~ f 1 rl ~--........~ t~-t~n~j;· ~ ~ /; 

t~~

1~ l it~ i,L /..:r(_ h,I 

J tl,,,,., I(, l = ~ 

/ 
} 



C O P Y 

ugust 141 1930 

r . Le S 1th 
1082 • 143rd 
C evel nd , io 

d a rs . ith: 

0 
O C 

OU t 
rig 
ere 

a 1 
la 

r atte r 
o vice . 

If OU have 
like t t lk ove 

f r 
n e 

I 
coo tion r s e 
11 t es to go i to 

crn be of ervic . 

ca 

rence to 
o to re ... _._ 

to have o 
ily itu tio 

robl 
e I ould be 

ti 
of 

V ry truly yous, 

'"' T.v H 

.1t¥LJ 
1 cc t'r 
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