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o. 12th,1928. 

~bb1 ernard Heller, 
or ton, P . 

y de· ,bi He l r:-

I nt yo t kno. th t 
pprec1 ted the m·ny oourte ie■ whioh you 

to me dur1n my vi it to er t n. t 
to spen ~ f h us 1th you. 

or n tern. 
you no. 

t 1 y r ti 
he r r 1 I 

ply 
nded 

od 

t 

Un er cover I n 
you ~ 5 o op 1 e o • " h o e I J 1 sh 
Hie ry~ ·n 6 o pi o l 1one 
In r • If tr y 11 not h ve 

1 d 11 oft e o t o 
re in . t rt volum 
of th eo nd 3.50 . 

'ry ino rely yours, 

/I 



Deo. 19th, 192 • 

R bbl Bern rd Heller, 
.a.di on Ave. e .. ple, 
Sor ton, P • 

y ear ~ern· d:-

per your request I 
to you ten uto rah co~t ~s of. y" e 
peoul tions in Ir ~1-" Pl e~ e return 
uto tr·ipbed oopi s t me. 

n or ard1ng 
e1 io 
the tm-

T h' ve jut finish d r n your 
rticle on p1noza , t 1s lendid - incisive and 
tr "" 1 ,ht orw d, .rhe int llectual le era of the 
yn~ o e like • ndel ohn, L z to, to. ere 

• lw ye ware of the 1rreoono11 b111 yo ~p1nozie 
'" n Judaism. 

I have ir1 tten to r. 
· ndI shall for rd h ,.,. yt ou, 

enatern 
on· a 

receive it. 

1th kindest reg de, permit me 
to re in 

Very 1noerely youra, 



ec. J . n. 3d, 1929. 

ern rd Heller, 
on Ji, ve • T mpl , 
ton, P • 

•y e r b Ji Heller:-

Pr .1t t o c· no led e 
1pt of your 1 tter reque tin ten 
tion Al oo 1 s of • bi 111v r• " e 1 n1o 

peoul tlons In rer el." 

t u th 
for rded 
yo ould 

!11 uto 

me tor 

y e not returned 
ten un to 1 hioh 
to you, e te 1t if 
ret n t 1 ilver 

the e ok to you. 

1th kinde t re r de, r 1t 
in 

ry inoer ly your , 

eoret r to b • <'.'._, 11 v r 



MADISON AVENUE TEMPLE 

SCRANTON. PA. 

B ERNARD HELLER . RA■■ I 

January 7th, 1929 

.abbi Abba Hillel Silver, 
The Temple, 
East 105th St. at Ansel Road, 
vleveland, Ohio 

l, y dear Rabbi Silver: 

Rabbi Heller le 111 and has been removed 
to a hospital. I therefore wish to ask that you 
kindly wait until I am infonned by him as to the 
disposition of the books and the collection of 
the money. 

1t'ith best wishes, I remain 

Sincerely yours, 

Seoretary to Rabbi Heller. 



cAstor, tmrx anh 'tilben J'ounhation• 

NEW YORK, J nuary 10, 1929 

_ c.levelan Qh.io _ 

_ near ir. : __ 

I AM INSTRUCTED BY THE TRUSTEES TO 

ACKNOWLEDGE WITH THANKS THE RECEIPT OF 

YOUR GIFT NOTED BELOW, WHICH YOU HAVE 

BEEN SO KIND AS TO PRESENT ~ TO THIS 

LIBRARY. / 
/ / 

DIRECTOR 

'fue emooratio Impulse in Jevish History, 
by bba Hillel Silver [c.1929] ev York. 
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MADISON AVENUE TEMPLE 

SCRANTON. PA . 

BER N A R D H E L LE R . l'IA ■ ■ I 

J,nuury 16t. , 1 29 . 

~ abbi .. bba ,...illel Sil er , 
1 
... ' e .!.

1e 1 , 
,ast 1o~th treet , 
·1e vela1 d , hio 

.. e [_ r .1. bba ; 

m ... e 'flu" eo t ne u.n preve11t Gd me from re­
lyine to your recent letter S'.)oner . I aM not 

·ell yet , but I hope to leave for tlantic ~ity 
or ·a~ewood where l hoe to refain my health . 

I <-rn en..;losing u cl eek for 21 . 00 rhic 
reJ esents the 0 ~1< of six book~ . , cu I retur1 , 
I r:ill Ci ... 0 e o -:- t1- oth r OUl book. • Ld ~•ill 
remit to you t,_ mn tl e::c of. 

I , 1. ·e tu 1·n i 1 , t .. c 
,-fero i11dirp0Ped to pur ..; 
of t .em •l'•in.ed to L&.v 
... ~ -w Yo rJr e\.' i h .le ekly . 

o t o s . ~· y p o 1 e 
' r- c them b ec u r o no Pt 
r e[.d the <-vr i 0le iL the 

·.,·th best • .i c:-' . es , I r e t: in 

,, 

' ( 
, , 

I 

fin..:erel- ~ur. , 

1 > "- A f / T 0,~ -
{1;"-. I I c0 



tor 

H / 

r r • r :-

1 ' 
1 ' 

J • 17th,l • 

tt r 

· y 
1 

in 
1th 1n et re arda, e it .e 

r y 1no r y ours, 

. , 



MADISON AVENUE TEMPLE 

SCRANTON . PA. 

BERNARD HELLER . RA ■■ I 

Jnnuury 19th , 1 029 . 

~.abb i 'bba 1Iille l C"'ilver , 
... 'te .!. emple , 
.1~ast lOC th ~t . , 
_,l evelt nd , 0 i o 

I ,~isL to reply to you:· letter o f tl e 17th . _·,ai,b i I:e ller 
is spending some time in ... tl f1.nti :J ,,ity , ··:here I hc,1)c htJ re ­
stores his health. 

i r rec1ue rted by .. G.bbi "'e Ller , I r.1t iled to you the copi es 
of " 1.Jemocrati v Impulses in Je-rlish 1I i tJry" , toe·ether .. ith 
the six unau togruph ed cop i es of ' .. :ec· r iLni ,J S ecula tions in 
Israel." 

Your letters o f the 17 th utd the 3rd Jonfused _abb i 
.,.~e ller . I , ho\1e ver , am y_Uite su re that o nl:r s ix unautoc1&)hed 
oo ies of" .1epr ian i c f: pe oul a tionsl' were re..:eiveu. . . ill you 
kind l y refer to yJur l et t er of ...,,ecembe r 12th, W1.ict \-;&c- no 
doubt written r:te11 the boor were ml iled fro m your offi ce , 
I do ho e that th ie matter ·.;;ill be ad justed ..,a ti £factor ily. 

~.e o-tirdi n the r err .. u ining f0u.r au togr1 p ed bo oks , ab bi 
~elle r i nfo rmed me that after hi return he will dispose of 
them and dispatch you a che,.;k f or the rum .J ollected . 

. :ith best \Yi._he 0
, I rennin 

Sineerely yours , 

1✓~ ,/~/ a-: f{ I,, -

f,f, :;t- /f: 1-i 
/ 



/ I 
/ / 

'1se Hilda Ouel~nder, 
eo•y. to bbi Hell r, 

d 1 on ve. e r.1ple, 
Sor t on, Pa . 

y e 1es Ouel nder:-

J n. 23d, 1929. 

Per 1 t e t o • .. no led receipt 
of your kind 1 tter of J u· ry 19th. 

I sorry th t my letter con u ed 
you in re rd to the copi e of "· ee 1 1o peoul tione 
Tn Ier 1.• In ref errinp t o my l tter o oember 
12th I find th t you re correot · n t t ix co 1 a 
ere sent t o you in tead of ten T t ted in my 

let er of Janu· ry 17th. 

1th 1ndeet re de nd truetin 
th t the mieun erst in h so used v u no inoon­
venienoe, per it e to rem in 

r y 1ncer ly our , 

ore t ry t o b 1 11v r 



RABBI HARRY S. DAVIDOWITZ 

CLEVELAND, OHIO 

December 4th, 1929. 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, 
The Temple, Ansel Rd. and ~.105th St., 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Dear Rabbi Silver:-

Please don't ascribe my failure 
to acknowledge the receipt cf your book to sheer 
rudeness or neglect. It was due entirely to my 
desire to read it first, so as to be able to write 
you a more intimate letter than a mere acknowledgement. 

Let me say this to you. Oratory is 
a gift of God,primarily, and imitations or even emulations 
in that respect are futile and undesirable. But the ac­
quisition of the knowledge of Jewish literature,and the 
Jewiah soul ihat go•• with such knowledge, could be brought 
within the power of most rabbis. lmitation in this respect 
is more than praiseworthy. it is a sad desideratum in the 
whole field of the Rabbinate of this country. 

Uay your imitators be as numerous 
s cur pulpit incumba,its plus our future minieterial aspir­

ants. 

Faithfully yours, 



STUDY OF 

NORMAN M. WEYRICK. PA~TOR 

The Methodist Episcopal Church 

North-Eaat Ohio Conference 

Rao 1 Aooa Hillel ~ ilver, 

Cl eland, Ohio. 

y Deer r. S 11 ve r 

Tha ks v r y much for h C mpl1mentar 

Copy of " T e • Democrat 1c Impul_se in rew1sh 

His o y." 

I read the tssay carer lly nd r yerf l ly 

and it gave ·me ·a new 
Tes ament wri ings. 

mind in the ·matter. 

impulsa ·to search e Cld 

It certainl y nr ch d my 

Sincerely 'ours, 



(}; ~,_,_.. 

<ff e:e~~- ◄ -t!__, @~ 

;~- .ft $, / i' 3 0, 

~£U..7~<t.~ 
/~3 // ~ ~1.,& ;,-~✓~~ 

I 

c{.~~~Z:~. 

~ -~~ ..c...( ~ ;.,f,. . -~ A ~ ,. .,;:;_.........,-4'1,u~ 

~.,A..,~ ~d, ~<.,,4ud,,~~ .?.-c.~-: ... .;..~ ~ ~...,,,67 

_ ... ., --., .:,_7 "E'~-~ ... , ..(. t:9~~ A,........._~ -6.c>s,, Jt._ 

~ ~~~~J ~ a,~,.;4~~-71<7'~---,;-
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~ ; - · , ~-~ -4-•1~--~ ~~~--,'~,~--~.-..? t.9 ~ 
,...¢~~ -- -~~,c..--,Zd_,,~ ~,.. ~ 
~ y- ---~ .. / . 

~~­
ff~-7✓.~, 

{I c?~ 
~.<1. ~~ ~- e c:'~- ·I!.. 



'<filye ~ e&. ~ernuut Ji. Jiibener 
~edor 

~e•. 2585 ~ udib ~ei.9~t• ~l&b. 

~aint J\lhan1 s Qllyurcly 
Cfile&tlanb ~eiq(rts, ®lyio 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silve1, , 
10311 Lake Shore Blvd., 
Cleveland, Ohio 

My dear Rabbi Sil ver : 

February 5 , 1930 

~ I waa one or t hose clergymen~ were 

pri vi leged t o hear your most interest ng and 

instructive add1.,ess l ast I.ionday morning at the 

meeting of the Cleveland Cl ericus at Tr:1n ty 

Ca thedl"a l . 

I enj oyed your address very nru.ch and am 

writing t o aslc i f I could secure a copy of your 

book from which you read . I should be pleased 

t o remit f or the same . 

Thanking yott , and with every good wi sh , 

I am 

Yours very s incere l y , 

--



THE RECTORY 

13216 DETROIT AVENUE 

LAKEWOOD, OHIO 

Rabbi Abba illel Silver, 
The Temple, 
East 105th and nsel Ave., 
Clevel~nd, Ohio. 

1.y dear Rabbi ilver: 

February 6th, 1930. 

I do want t o express my thanks 
and a preci tion this morning, not only for the 
little volume nThe Democracy Impulse in Jewish History", 
but also for the presentation of the hAle subject, 
which you s o ably brou ht before us at the metin 
o~ the clericus on ionday, last. 

It was indeed thour.,htful and 
enerous of you to provide this volume for the mem­

bers of the clericus of Greater Clevelcnd, and I 
ant you to know I do a~preciate it. 

ishin you every success in 
your gre t wor~ as a leader of God's people, and 
with indest re ards, I am, 

Rector 
(Church of the . scension) 



OFFICE O F THE 
M I NISTE R OF EDUCATION 

1f ttttnmt:lUl <!}lptr .tlr 
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

86 14 EUCLID AVENUE 

CLEVELAND, OHIO 

TELEPHONE 
GARFIELD 0524 

February 8th, 1930 . 

Rahbi Abba Hille l Silver, 
The Temple, 
CL 7 ' T, 1~ i T :C , 0 HI v . 

Dsar Rabbi ~·11v e r, 

Thank you very much indeed f or sending me a copy 

of your book 'Ihe Dern~cra!_i.£ Jm ruls e in Jewish His_tory . 

It was a pleasure to hear your recent address before 

tbe Cl '_,:rveland Cler icu~ and I shal 1 nl flays priz:e this 

co py of y our book . 

Since-tiely 

P. S. I vwas a member of the gradu aT:iine cl cJES of the 
John Iv,arshall :::cbool af Law of 1925 to ·which 
class you delivered t he ~accalaureate address . 
I thorou0 t ly en .ioyed your a ddress OlJ t hat 
occasi on but was never able to put your good 
advi ce into practice as I decided to take 
Orde rs . • 



<inte. '.Jii. ~- )owt.9, ~ll'dnr 
:Reeibtntt 612 ,Altig• Jjtrrrt 

I uJ\ 

l>-/}._.. I 

Q!or. ~.S• amb ~tnt JJtreet• 

.Sanbushu, OO~io~J,_ \ ~ - ) 0 

\ J 

/ 

\ , -

./ .A.. ~ 

/ --)✓~ ~ ~ 
• 

, ~' -
r I 

) ~ 



m1te ~efr. ~ etnwn ff,. ~ ibener 
~ edor 

~ e•. 2585 !i'udib ~eig~t• ~ 11ib. 

~aint ~lhan' s Qiqurc~ 
011.efu~lanb ~.eig4ts, ®Jtio 

Rabbi Abba Hillil Silver , 
The rremple , 
Cleveland, Ohio 

My dear Doctor Silver: 

February 12 , 1930 

I wish to aclmowledge with many thanlrs 

the receipt of your book - "The Democratic Impulse 

in Jewish History. n 

I am glad to have it , and appreciate your 

giving me a cppy. 

Yours sincerely, 



15 February 1930. 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

I want to confess my delinquency in thanking 
you for your gift. I value it not just as a buok 
but ae a great message as well and am moat happy that 
I can have it in my poaaeaaioo. I thank you he artily 
and wish you great eucceaa in your field. 

Cordially youra, 
I ,,. .. ~"; • . • /2,' 



I 

.l 

C LERK 

MRS . JESSIE CHENEY 
2 08 EAS T PARK ST REET 

~bt ,f'irst ctongrtgational <tburcb 
CfJarbon, @bio 

PASTOR 

REV . ROSS B . HARTMAN 
204 SOUTH HAMBDEN ST . 

PHONE 222 

C H AIRMAN OF T HE BOARD O F TRUSTEES 

MR . RAY DOUGLAS 
R . F . 0 . 1 

TREASURER 

MR . G . RALPH HANNA 
14 2 NORT H ST RE ET 

February 24th, 1930. 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, 
The Ansel Road Temple, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

My dear Mr. Silver: 

Let me g1 ve you my 

most hearty thanks for sending me your 

book, "The Democratic Impulse in Jewish 

History." I have been making a study of 

Old Testament history end this book will 

be a great help to me. 

Cordially yours, 

lf~· 

A S S ISTAN T TR EA S UR E R 

MR S. MAYME CANFIELD 
102 EAST P ARK STREET 



~t. ~ark's Oilyurtly 
WEST 48TH ST. AND FRANKLIN BLVD. 

CLEVELAND, OHIO 

~ck,., ti{, • ~­

~ >hril:- ~~ 
h lrl-L 'n-t.. if~ ~ -- s-n-a...:..._ tK ,,.-u_ ·~ 4 

~ u~ aJ., .,..,. k- ~-- ,I.,.,.. <l<I ".(__;J:-

i.,;.,.,.,~..L,,A---- )J,,j-~u~ ~~ 
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{(b> ~ T 
'-



<!'qr Ql:qurtq of tqr lntarmtlion 
f a.t l05tl-? Sfh-ut anb lllarlomt Aut. 

<ltltudan~. ® 

~ffttt of thr )Ardor 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, 
The Temple, 
105th & Ansel Rd., 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

y dear Rabbi Silver: 

t 
April 17, 1930 

I feel very much ashamed of myself for not having 
written to thank you for the little book you sent me way back 
in February. I have enjoyed reading it very much and have 
paePed it on to other me bers of my congregation. 

t1ay I take this occasion to tel 1 you how much I 
ap preciate the inspiration you have given to me on many occa­
si,ws. i have discovered few men in positions of leaders ip 
in the reli~ious wor c who are genuinely fearless in their 
utterances on social anc economic auestions. You are one of 
the fe w½o belong to this group. The Christian world needs 
fewer 11 Priestlets 11 ho aesur;..e the sole autl-iority of turning 
on and off t~e spigots of Divine Grace, and more men of your 
type who are inspi red by a prophetic zeal for the welfare of 
tl-)e human race. 

.,.., . . 
I • e 

Wit '-, ki ndest ereonal regar s , I am, 

Cordially yours, 

""\.AJ~ C -~ 



I 

J,me 18\h,1930 

Ur. J. • rlgb,, 
?a\htl.Ddera ot rloa. Inc., 
Llnoo ln Bldg. 1 

trot.,, lob. 

r . 1t to thank you tor your ldnd. 

le\tel' of June 14th and tor the ••17 nlc• ,h1 • which 
you •a.Y out rq ticle on " le of eliglon in 
Cb ing orld. I ne 4 not a;y t t I ppNOl te veey 
much your tho ttulnea• in ,,rl \1 t • 

I 
bnt the athfin r ot 

your let\er. I read t 
1no ••4 reapect for 

et r the•' tem.,,,a 
r enclo••4 with 
t .... irw•u• at nd th y ha.Te 

• oh you dol • 



LAW OFFICE"S OF 

BUTZEL~ LEVIN & WINSTON 
19TH FLOOR FIRST NATIONAL BANK BUILDING 

DETROIT 

July 11 , 1 30 . 

_abbi :1b HiJlel Jilv:r , 

c/o be Temple, 

C l ev e Ja. rd , Chi o • 

Dear ·bbi Jilver: 

In "The Refle:" of Juljr, 

.,rith more than ordin ry interest , 

huve read, 

r rt i cl e on " • e 

Role of religion in a ha1g ing .r rld". do muchhlJS 

b e en ~ r i t ~ en , r f co u rs e , o n t his sub .' ec t t h9. t a r1y th i n 

nev is htrdly to be ex ,ected . H ever, I thi1·k you 

have 'Vri ten t' .. e most reac·-ble , co :--rehen ive ~nd 

i 11 t ere s t i n g, s , . e 11 a. s re a s i ne , 0 r i cl e t h t i t 

h s been my ~J.e·sure to see . 

it. 

w i sh t t ha nl.{ y o u f o r 

~li th kindest regards, I am 

.:>inc erely y ·1rs , 
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HORACE STCRN 

2~8 CITY HALL 

PH I LAPELPH IA 



GEORGE P. BRETT 
PRESIDENT 

A.H. NELSON 
VICE PRESIDENT in chargtJ 
of Educational Publiehing 
Department, 

C. N. HITCHCOCK 
VICE PRESIDENT in charge 
of Trade Publi,hing De­
partment, 

GEORGE P. BRETT. Jn. 
TREASURER AND GINBRAL 
MANAGER 

L. J. LUCAS 
SECRETARY 

Dear Sir, 

THE MACMILLAN 
Publishers 

COMPANY 

SIXTY - FIFTH - A VENUE - NEW - YORK 
CABLE ADDRESS PACHAIIAC NEW YORK T2LBPH0NE ALGONQUIN 2100 

CHICAGO BOSTON ATLANTA DALLAS • SAN FRANCISCO 
LONDON . BOMBAY . MADRAS . CALCUTTA . MELBOURNE . TORONTO 

SHANGHAI . MANILA 

July 29, 1930 

We beg to send you enclosed herewith a statement of 

acco1J.nt of the book which we have the pleasure of publishing for 

you, in accordance with our agreement. 

Educational Departnient 
P.A. KNOWLTON, EDITOR 
J. H. BEERS, SALES 

College D epartment 
T. C. MOREHOUSE 

Trade Department 
H . S. LA THAM, EDITOR 
R. I. GARTON, SALES 

Medical Department 
J. N. MYERS 

Juvenile Department 
L. H. SEAMAN 

Rcligiou, Department 
W. H. MURRAY 

Outdoor Department 
H. A. STEVENSON 

Foreign Department 
E. G. HELGESON 

The sum shown by the statement to your credit is by the 

terms of the contract due in November next. 

Kindly examine the account with the view of ascertaining 

its correctness and should there be any error please return statement 

to us without delay so that we may make correction. 

Respectfully yours, 

THE MACMILLAN COMPANY 



The Democratic Impulse 
in Jewish History 

By ABBA HILLER SIL VER, D.D., LITT.D. 

IN this compact, attractively printed volume, Dr. 
Silver, Rabbi of The Temple, Cleveland, Ohio, 

traces in luminou outline the manifestations of a 
dominant democratic impulse in Jewish history. 
He regards this democratic motif as the essential 
characteristic of many of the great movements in 
Jewish thought through the ages. 

Prophecy, Pharisaism, the Synagogue, Jewish 
Mysticism, Chassidi m and other significant ex­
pre. sions of the genius of I rael are re-stated here 
in terms of an invincible democratic urge which 
seems to determine the vital spfritual processes of 
the race. 

Very challenging indeed is Dr. Silver's analysis 
and defense of the ideal of the Mission of Israel 
and his redefinition of Liberal Judaism as a re­
newed Pharisaism which he declares to be grounded 
in the democratic religious philosophy of Judaism, 
free from any anti -nationali stic and anti-nomistic 
bias, in which the three major concepts of the Faith 
of Israel , the People of Israel and the Land of 
Israel are merged. 

Dr. Silver's essay will prove. a valuable guide to 
many modern Jew who are in quest of a philosophy 
of Jewish life consistent with Jewish experience 
and capable of motivating and enriching their lives. 

CLOTH BOUND - - 75 cts. 

BLOCH PUBLISHING COMPANY 
"The Jewish Book Concern'' 

31 W. 31st Street New York 



• dolph • Oo •• 
The York i,nee, 

1th1n ti. next tn week• '!1fl new book Religion 
in a haM1M orldu wtll be publl1he4. It le a collection of 
e aqe on om• ot the outetanding roltle!'De ot modern lite viewed 
trom the int ot •tew ot rel! iou man. 

The book will contain aaaqe on ellgion and 
octal u ttce," "Religion and orld Peace,"" t te Happening 

to the rte n ome," "cience and el1 ton," "Ltberali mat 
t roasroada, t1Education and the oo Lit•" and ot r •• qe 
of 1m11a:r oo1al nd thtcal import. 

, 11 t e non.,1 ewi h 1 1 t!"l' bai produced 
number o·t oo deali 1th the e ub.1ect , I o ot none 10 
far produced b7 a Ml' of the Tewt h mini \17. 

I am ••1rou. to •• th! book adequately 
reYi...,.4 in the bo r le• eotton ot t n York Timea. I 
rather feel that the book 1 deteni of auch a nYi•w and 
t }iat tt might Ive t non-Je 1 . orld more •nll_ 1\en 4 
vi• of w Ii the attitude ot tDOdern pr-on•••1•• ucaiam on 
-ft ... _ of t e crucial pr ble ot our day. 

I .,. al w been 1mpre ••4 wl th the \1."lder-
t nd ll•l!ltorme4 rnien or rell 1.ou ltoo .,. tten 

for tl e ew Tork Tl b7 T. P. • "'11 on. owinr, l 1 ~ner 1 
0\1.tlook on reli 1oue proble , I 1no11ned to bell•• t the 
oul.d 11 e to reY1ew ffG" book. The book will be publi hed b7 
tel rd • r ith, Ine. ot !n Yo Olty. 

t1. tl. t I :Ye not 1 01•4 u on you by 
t1 i ug ~ t!on and wt th beet wiahea for 70\U" continued KOOd 

alth d your ~ eat ••n1cee, p rmit me tor in 

Ve17 eincerel.1 your,, 

S/m 
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