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VElt61LIUS FEltM 
Editor 

The College of Wooster 

Mallln9 Addreu: 

1586 Beall Ave. 
Wooster, Ohio 

DICTIONARY OF THEOLOGY 

Prospectus 

The purpose of the Dictionary is to define all terms of importance and 
with adequate fullness terms of primary significance in the field of theology. 
The Dictionary will be a one volume cyclopedia of some 600 pages - a handy 
authoritative desk-reference for students and scholars. 

The field of theology is here interpreted to include its widest ranges: 
the theologies of the major religions, cults and denominations with special 
attention to biblical and Christian theology, ecclesiastical history and 
polity relevant to the subject matter, philosophical theology not necessarily 
identified with a particular religion, the usual divisions of the field 
(systematic, historical, practical, etc.), relevant material from sociological, 
psychological and ethical sources and the makers of classic theological thought. 

The composition aims toward three ideals of writing: authority, simplicity 
and succinctness. Many entries need perhaps only one to ten sentences. Others 
will require perhaps 1000 words. Variant meanings and usages of terms are to 
be given wherever necessary. Historical and descriptive rather than apologetic 
treatment will, of course, characterize Dictionary writing. Each entry of super
importance will include a selected list of publications to be incorporated into 
a bibliography. Cross-references will be constructed throughout. 

All copy is to be typewritten on one side of the sheet (double space) with each 
entry on a separate sheet. Initials of contributors are to append each entry 
for editorial identification and publication. 

As a cooperative affair each contributor is urgently invited to make sugges
tions of whatever sort, more particularly of terms known to his special field 
of research which ought to be included. 

Kindly address all communications to the Editor at the address above given. 
Every effort is being made to insure early publication and the cooperation 
of the contributors toward this end is earnestly solicited. 

Vergilius Ferm 

'l5he 'Philosophical Library, Inc., ~Ushers 
15 East -4oth S1teet ?'(elJJ York, ':N.: y. 



TBB DICTIONARY OF TBEOLOOY 

Style Specimen: 

Trichotomy: (Gr. tricha, threefold; temno, to cut). Literally, a division 

into three parts. More specifically, the doctrine that man consists 

of soul, body and spirit. This view appears as a later doctrine in 

the Q.T., in Stoic thought and was held by St. Paul. See Dichotomy. 

Q.J.Z. 

Numinous: A word coined from the Latin "numen" by Rudolf Otto to signify 

the absolutely unique state of mind of the genuinely religious person 

who feels or is aware of something mysterious, terrible, awe-inspiring, 

holy and sacred ..... beyond reason, the good or the beautiful ..... See 

his The Idea of the Holy (rev. ed., 192~). 

L.N.B. 

Arianism: A view named after Arius (256-336), energetic presbyter of 

Alexandria, condemned as a heretic by the ancient Catholic Church. 

Arius held that Jesus and God were not of the same substance (the 

orthodox position). He maintained ..... Arianism tended toward the 

doctrine of the subordination of Jesus to God, involving the ex

treme Arians who held Jesus to be unlike God and the moderate 

Arians who held ..... Sane eighteen councils were convened to con

sider this burning questio~ ..... The Council of Nicea in 325 re

pudiated Arian tendencies but the issue was fought with uncertain 

outccme until ..... 

W.W.K. 



DICTIONARY OF THEOLOGY 

VERGILIUS FERM u,ae BEALL AVENUE 
. Editor WOOSTER, OHIO 

Dr. A.H. Silver 
The Temple 
East 105th St. - Ansel Rd, 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

I am aware · that you have been across the sea since 
I last wrote,and hence I did not expect a reply 
from you at this time. However, I am writing to 
remind you of our Dictionary and to express the 
hope that you will find it possible even on a busy 
schedule to do the words for us. 

We have a large batch of material in and ·ram anxious 
to have the whole thing under control without too 
much delay. 

With much appreciation for your help 

Very cordially ;ours, 

April 25, 1948 

VF/mo 



VIERGILIUS FERM 
Ediuw 

DICTIONARY OF THEOLOGY 

Dr. .H .Silver 
The Te le 
Ea~t 1 5 h at Ansel rd 
Cleveland,Ohio 

Dear • lver: 

write to ask ho soon we y ect your 

contributions to our ictionary. lreaey- ome 

thousand entrie have 

address me at Mercer, 

er cordially yours , 

une 28 1942 

en receive • 

is . 

indly 

11588 BEALL AVENUE 
WOOSTER, OHIO 



• 

.rune 291 1942 

Dr. Versi.Uue rs, Editor 
Dictionary of Theol.017 
1688 BeDll Avenue 
ooeter, Ohio 

Ky de r Dr. r rat 

I eh&ll try to have for YOll 
the 1t8118 du.ch I undertook t,o write by 
th• .first of Augw,t. 

1th all good , 
Very oordialJ.¥ your , 

AHStllt 



DICTIONARY OF THEOLOGY 

VERGILIUS FERM usae BEALL AVENUE 
editor WOOSTER, OHIO 

. A. -.,. . '1il ver 
he Ten:~le 

..iast ;l.05t 1 st _,t noel rd 
..,levela 1d, C' -ii o 

~ecr ~r . Silver: 

T 1.an ro for :·our :1ote cf June 29th . 

I shall be at t}ie address 1::,slo ·: in 

Aueust and shrll ~ reciate; ur sending 

e t-e ·,ateria here. 

1942 

ercer , r. ,16 • , 



July' 22, 1942 

Dr. Vergil ua Fern, lditor 
Dictionary ot Theology 
1586 Beall Avenue 

ooeter, Ohio 

My dear Dr. Fern.a 

I encloein h •-th th articles 
hich you re_ue tad e to write or t e Dictionary 

of l'heolo • I found that in order to do ju tice to 
ome or th subj ct• a little more pace a necessary 

than t sug 1e ted by you. Som or t ubJeota on 
'Wh1ch you asked me tor.rite a amon the ■o t 
important in the field or J e iah Tb olo • and should 

ve at l ast their major tacts p ented. 

Under the ubject of Chasidim, I rote 
to articl , one on the Chaisidila ot e pre-Chri tian 
e , and the oth r on t v 1igniticant rellgiOWI 
movement ong th Jewa ot Eastern Europe during the 
18th and 19th centur1••• 

• I h n, 1n ao .. ,t instances, given a 
short iblio r ~hJ and 1n alaost every instance 
I have suggested only those booke which re avail bl.e 
n Engllah. 

you 

I aBl 
Eno. 

1th all good wiehee, and truating that 
ect i rogn aing ati r ctorily, I remain 

V ry c rdially 7oura, 



DICTIONARY OF THEOLOGY 

VERGILIUS FERM 11588 BEALL AVENUE 
Edit01' WOOSTER, OHIO 

ear Dr. il ver: 

Your articles h~ve reac1ed me and the are e~cellent: 
c refully and clearly written. Just ~rha t we ;; a1t ed. 
Thank you ver~r mum • I have jotted do rn a nU1.~ber of 
}Joints: 

1 T.7ill you 111 ec.....se send 11e a note on your official .:po
sition u,nd advanced deerees as these s11.ould a ear on aur 
contributors' list? 

1./ill you give me the ear dates of al. 1 books listed in 
your bibliographies? This is the uniform practice throu h
out the book. I am underlining a l l titles . 
' 

Is it o.k. to list separately: Gewatria; Notarikon; Temurah; 
Tziruf(Chiluf); referrinf each to Kabbaf ah? 

Should there not 1:e one book with author (initials) yr 
date on Zohar? Do you think th re should be a s1ort no
tice on t he following: (If _so 1 ·11 you nttice them very 
briefly) . 

1Jaccabean Dynasty;Revo:t}; Rule. 
(Morgenstern has Macoabees,:Books af) 

Mitnagdim meaning of term See also Chasid~ m 
Tetragr1auaton (occurs in article Zohar) meaning? 

Is tle re any SIB cia l volume on Cherubim? Date of Jevrish 
-Snc. '7hat cb you r.e an :s.v. (bib to , eseiah)? I take it 
that a.ll titles are the ti. tles as they a ~ ar in ngl tr? 
Your ►quotes in Bibl are the sarre as titles? 

I d.m very glad you did Chaaidism. It i.., an i iportart, 
article . o are the rest. 

The material is romin in f·ne. large b) tch. this v,eek 
on Buddhis from Chan in ronolulu . bout 1200 in. 
Tbm k y u a ai n f r e~cellent e rforn.ance. 

·,.'it . cordial regards, 
July 25 1942 
Hercer , tlis (for the swr.:mer) 



Dr. Verg111ua ~•rm 
eroer, 11aoona1n 

lulT 28, 1942 

Thank 70u tor ymu- }'-.J.nd letter of N.7 Zth. In reply to 
,our qt,satlona J pen 1h following an1nn1 y off1olal 
poa1t1on 11 that ot llabbl of !h• 1'aple, Olwelan4, <ll!o. 
7 a.4Tanoed degNea ue D.D. a Ll\\. D.; and D.R.L. 

!he 4alea ot lhe booka mentioned in ,ha b1bl1op-aphiet 
whlch l 1ent 7011 an &1 follcnnn Jn the anlol• on Paeu4o
l • 1aha; •••1 10 Speoula\10111 S.n 11 1" (1937)1 1th• 
• a1ah Idea 1n Jnilh 811tory't (1908), In the anlole on 
endelaaohn; 0M1 en4elaeohn1 (1930)1 In the ariiole on 

Chaa141•; •st-ualH ln 3'04at•• (1896); "!he ltmsance of 
BaaeS.41•• (19315); 11Jaa1d1o An\bolog,1 (1934); •tew1ah 

t1c1•• (1931); and "t.eadera of •••141• .. (1938). 

In the article on the labbalab; "'1w labl,alah• b7 Adolf 
J'ranok (19:28 )1 '"?he l'abbalah• by Oineburg (1900); "!he Boq 
labbalab• by- 1falle (1929). 

In \ha arllol• on •••laht ll!be 14•• 1an1o J4• ln IRMl • ( ) , 
"!he MM11ah 14-a 1n lewlah !11\01')"'1 (1908); •lc,hlloh• ( >, 
•Der M a11as• ( )~ 

Jt la 0,1. to liat Hpan.1•17 8ema\r1a, •"•• and refer ,hell 
uch to labbalah. I thlnk 1, 'WCUl.4 be betlv nol to llat IM 
name of on• author with the lobar. It 11 better to lu e \be 
au'11orahlp re1t with the explanation g1Ten 1n the ar\tole. I 
4o no\ bellen \ha\ llaccabean »,na..17 ue4 be lla\94, 1 \na&4111 
~ be ll1ie4' a1 a ten &ppl.1e4 lo the oppoaenl1 ot lhe Ohulcllll. 
!elnownmatcm ahoal.4 be 11sle4 u ,he tour leller1 ot lhe i.Mtt :bl• 
name of Oo4, ?BIii. !h11 nae 11 Mftl' prono'Wl0e4 aaT• with \be 



Towel• ot J.denol or Bl.ohim, 

I know of no apec1 TOlU!!le .on the Ohe1"1b1m. 

!lw Jmah lnC70lope41a •• plb11ahe4 1n 1901-De, !ha 
1n1\1al• •. v. are tub -verbo or sub Toce, on the word or 
title, Tou mq emit the 1n1t1al.1 U ~ ao deaire. All 
title• are a, ,he,, appear on the boob re:tern4 to. Only 
FJ.auaner•a work, which ia 1n Hebrew and baa not been tnna
la'-4 I h&Te ~nn the ~1ah tnnal 11on of lhe Jtebrew . 
title in the B1b. on "ll•ee1ah•. 

11th all good wiehee, I r•ain, 

oat oord1all7 ~•• 

.lHStIIB 
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C~IM (Heb. Chaaid - pious) The party of the pioua, the devout champions 

or the Law and the up-holders of the t di tional faith, mo nourished in 

Palestine durin the second and third centuries B.C. From their circle came 

the most deterained opposition to the orldly and assimilationist Hellenisers 

uon the people. Th 7 ere the ckbone of the accabean revolt and the 

forerunners of the Phariaees. 

A.H.S. 



CHERUB, CHERUB! (Heb. Kerub. pl. Kerubim) ingea celestial bei , part human 

and part animal, ho served as the chariot of t."1e Almi hty and as t.UJ.rdian an els. 

Figures of Ch rubim decorated the doors and alls or the Temple or Solomon. Two 

Cherubim made of olive wood, and covered th gold, ere set up in the inner 

Sanctuary or the Temple, their over-arching wings touching each other in the middle of 

the chamber beneath t1hich rested the . rk. The rk itself had t o Cherubim of gold 

se up, facing each other, at the t ·-o ends of the · .rk-cover (K poret), their ings 

spread out on high, screening it. It as here, bet een these two Cherubim, that t.~e 

deity revealed Himself and conummicated His commands. (Ex. 25.17-22; Num. 7.89). 

Yahweh is therefore referred to in the Bible as "He Who is enthroned upon the 

Cheru.bimw. (I Sam. 4.4J II Sam. o.2J IIK. 19.lSJ Ps. 80.2; 99.1). There were 

no Cherubim in the Second Temple. 

In the vision or Ezekiel (Chap. 1 and 10) the Divine Throne rested upon the 

wings 0£ £our Cherubim, each of ich had t.l-ie f orm or a tl8ll with four f ces - that 

or a man, a lion, an ox and an eagle, and each one pos ··essed of four ings, under 

which ere the hands of a man. The soles of t 1eir feet were calves• soles. Each 

Cherub ha.d a wheel at its side hich moved as the Cherub moved, a.JXl both Cherub and 

wheel ere full of yes. These Cherubim served as the Divine chariot. 

Cherubia • re the guardian spirits not only of the anctuary and the Ark, but 

also or the Tree of Life after the Fall. (Gen. 5.24). 

In the angeiic hierarchy hich was developed in later times, the Cherubill 

came to be variously placed in the scale, but their function remained primarily 

that of guardian angels. Such subsidiary deities or coaposite forms acting as 

winged guardians, one finds in Babylonian, Assyrian, Hittite and Egyptlan mythology, 

and represen tions 0£ them ar~ to be seen on monuments and sculpture. 

It has been sugge ted th t the Cherubia were the personifications of clouds, 

wind or atom. 

A.H.S. 



ZORAR (Splendor, Brightness - derived from Daniel 12.5) A Jewish mystical ork of 

diTerse origin which became the cla sic text of Kabbalah and the Bible or me ieval 

• sticism. The Zobar is in the form of a commentary on th , Pent teuch, written in 

Aramaic and in Hebrew, whlch p1.ll'~rts to be the record of the revelations de to 

Rabbi Si eon ben Yochai (2nd C •. D.) while hiding in a cave for thirteen ears, 

and ~ , him transmitted to hi · disciples. This pseudepigr pha s compiled oses 

de Leon, of Granada, Spain (12S 1505) and made public in 1500. 

The body of the Zoha.r is interspersed and supplemented r;.:. th special tracts and 

disa rtations hich together form an wis~·stematic ar.d fre uently contradictory 

compendiua of Jewish mystic lore on t .. e nature of God, His attributes and 

dimensions, the my teries of the Tetra-grwnmaton, the evolution of the cosmos, t ... e 

nature of the human soul, heaven and hell, angelology, magic and astrology, besides 

expositions on many ethical. themes, on pra er and the recondite meanings of the 

cornmandmen 1.,S and ceremonies. 

Next to the Bible, the Zohar came to be regarded in the centuries following 

its publlcu.tion as the holiest book in Judaism and profoundly influenced the theology, 

liturgy, poetry and the messianic hopes of the people. The Zohar also infiuenoed 

Christian thought in the 16th and 17th centuries, and a considerable number ot 

eminent Christian scholars were attracted to it, tran lated portions of it, 

rote commentaries upon it and used it for purposes of Christian apolo etics. 



PSEO~ ESSIAHS - The hope for the coming of the Messiah was continuous ttmong the 

Jewish people from the time or the loss of their national ·nde.endence. Critical 

events in the history of the world hich affected the Jewish co"!'!lanmi ty invariably 

stimulated messianic anticipations and frequently projected messianic pretenders. 

The llaccabean wars, the struggle with Rome, the fall of the Temple, the Bar Kochba 

uprising, the Perso-Roman ware, the £all of Rome, the rise of Islam, the Crusades, 

the coming of the Tartars, the expulsions, the Ottoman conquests, the religious 

wars of the sixt.eenth and the seventeenth centuries, the Cossack rebellion or 1648, 

and many other momentous occurrences intensified, each in its time, the messianic hope 

among the people and precipitated adventist specul tions and movements in Israel. 

Calculations based upon the Book or Daniel which seemed to hold the key to 

the mysteries ot •the end of days", as well as other biblical passages, frequently set 

the ime for these messianic movements. 

Prior to the first century B.c., the messianic interest was not great, but 

the first century, especially the generatl:>n before the destruction of the Temple, 

witnessed a rem· rkable outburst or messianic emotionalism due, principally, to the 

popular chronology of the day which indicated that the age was on the threshold or the 

llenniwa - the year 5000 in the Creation Calendar. Josephus mentions a "f lse 

prophet", Theudas, in the procuratorship of Cuspius Fadus (44 C.E.) ho was put 

to death. Numerous false messia..1-is appeared under the procuratorship of Felix 

(52-60 C.E.). ention is also made by Josephus of an Eg rptian prophet, undoubtedly 

an Egyptian Jew, whose short messi anic career brought sharp re~risals upon the 

Jews (also mentioned in Acts 2l.S8). The centur.r f'ollo1fi.ng the destruction witnested 

intense messianic hopes and produced the revolutionary leader, Bar Kochba., whom 

many acclaimed as the Messiah. Followi the fru.str tion of the messianic hopes 

in the second century, it was not until the fift~ century that another strong 

resurgence or such hopes occurred. A pseudo-messiah by the name of Moses appeared 

in Crete. The rise of Islaa 1n the seventh century and the crwabling of the 

Persian and Bysantine empires again set afiaae messianic hopes among the people. 

This period giTea ua at least three pseudo-messiahs. Abu Isa al Ispahani in Persia 



WBAI.,AH (Heb. Kabel - tto receive, hence tradition) The esoteric my tic lore ot 

Judaism based upon an occult interpretation of the Bible am handed down as secret 

doctrine to the initiated. The origin is obscure. Evidences of abbalistic themes both 

as speculative theosophy and practical thaumaturgy are found in Apocryphal am 
Apocalyptic literature and abundantly in Talmudic and idrashic literature. In the 

course of its long development, many streams from alien sources flowed into it - Gnosticism, 

Neo-Platonism, Neo-Pytha.goreanism, possibly al.so Zoroastrianism and u.ffism. Its birth

place was Palestine, but it was in Babylonia, during the Geonic period (550-1000 A.D.) 

that it experienced its first substantial systematic development. At least two important 

Kabbalistic works were composed or edited here, the "Serer Yetzira.lr" (The Book of 

Formation), on the creative powers of lette~s nd numbers, a most widely st'tXiied and 

commented work, and the "Shi iur Komah" (The Measure of the Heitht) an anthropomorphic 

work on the dimensions of the Deity. 

Froa Babylonia the center of Kabba.lab moved, in the ninth and tenth centuries, 

to Italy, Spain, the Provence and Germany. Among the forerunners of Kabbalah in 

Europe were Aaron ben Samuel, who brought it from Babylonia to Italy, Isaac the Blind 

and Azriel in the Provence, the Kalonymus family, ho transplanted it from Italy to 

Germany, Judah the Pious and Eleazar of ilorms, and in Spain, Moses ben Jachman. To 

this period belong the KabbaJ1stic classicB ".Lia.sachet Atzilut" (A Treatise on Emanation) 
and the "Sefer Ha-Temunah", (The Book of the Image - 13c) 

by Jacob Nazir (12 c) J the "Serer Ha-Bahir•, (The Luminous Boole - 13 c) fl The most 

significant book or this period, however, and the .one which came to be regarded as 

the holiest of all Kabbalistic writings, and the very epitome of Jewish mysticism, was 

the Zohar, made known to the public by oses de Leon in 1300. 

The next great period of Kabbalah was in the 16th century. Its principal center 

was in Palestine, more especially in the city of Sa.fed. next 1n importance was the 

center in Poland. The foremost Kabba.lists or this · eriod were lloses CordOYero {1522-1570), 

Isaac Luria (1555-1572), the father or aodern "practical• Kabbalah, and his disciple, 

Chayia Vital (154S-1620) who cOlllJlitted the teachings ot Luria to wri ting. Luria was 

th• founder ot a school or Kabbalistic speculation in which redemption and messianisa 

figured proainently which greatly influenced the subsequent development or KabbaJ.ak. 



labbalah - 2 

'1'he Lurianic Kahhalah was one or the spiritual sources oft e popul r my tic mov ant 

of stern Europe 1n the 18th and 19th centuries known as Chasidism. 

With the advent of the Zohar, the study or Kabba.lab spre amo the masses ot 

the people. It ceased to be the seer t doctrine of the re • Ev r.rbody studied it, even 

the young. Especially as this true of the Jews in Pol.and. Fre ently leading 

Rabbinic authorities inveighed gainst this popular absorption in Kabbal.istic tudiea 

which fed many superstitions and aberrations. 

Kabba.lia at~r cted t e interest of Christian scholars in the iddle ges. Promin ,nt 

aaong th• era ymond Lully, ico della irandola and John Reuchlin - first s 

a reaction to medieval scholastic theology and then in the hope of finding substantiation 

tor Christian doctrine in the mystic writings of the Jewa~ 

The central themes of Kabbalah are the nature of the Deity - the "En Sot" -
has 

(The Liaitless One} and the ways by hie·. He/made Him elf mani.f'est - t "Ten 

Sefirot" (Emanations}J the four Universes of tzilah (Emanation}, Beriah (Creation}, 

Yetzirah (Fo tion}, and Asia (Action)J the Soul of , its nature and conswnmation, 

the mysteries of the Divine ame, good and evil, man's place in the universe, heaven am 

hell, the order ot the angels and demons, Israel, the Exile, redemption and the essiah. 

Kabbalah employed a characteristic exegetical techni ue which gave it great 

freedom and scope. It i-egarded not only every ord of the Bible - tten in Hebrew, 

the very language or God - but every letter, every vowel and all their ,ossibl.e 

pel'IIUta.tions and combinations as holding profound IQYSteries. Thus the Bible wna 

interpreted not only literally, allegorically, homiletically and anagogic lly, but 

also through the devices ot Gematria ( the inter-}lre tion of a ord according to the 

numeric l value of its letters), Notarikon (triking each letter of a word a the initial 

of some other woad), Teaurah (substituting one letter for another) am Tzirv£ or 

Chilut (transposing the letters - anagram). Thus Kabbalah never felt the constraint 

or the •letter hich killeth" and never came into conflict with the written "'cripturea 

as Christian mystics frequently did. 

• 



ltabbalah - 5 

Bifil,JQGRAPHY 

•The Kabbalah" - A.dolt Franck 

"The Kabbalah• - Christian Ginsburg 

•The Holy Kabbalah" - . A.E. Waite 

Jew. Encycl. s.v. "Cabala" 

A.H.S. 



MES§Ull (Heb. - MashiachJ ramaic - ·eshicha, hence the Grecized form .wessias ot the 

N.T. - rumointedJ Gr. - Christos). The ,·ord llessiah is not found in the Old Testament 

as a proper name or ao a technical term. There is no reference to "a Messiah" or to 

8 the ~eseish". As such it first appears in Apocalyptic literature (Enoch 48.lOJ 52.4J 

Pss. Sol. 17.36J 18.6,8; etc.) In the Old Testament the term is applied to men, 

principally kinge and high priests, whose consecration to their high office was 

symbolized by the ceremony of pouring oil on their heads. This rite gave them unicue, 

sacred and inviolable status and a certain di vine afflatus. Sprinkling or smearing with 

oil sanctified also inanimate objects such as the altar, the ark, and the various 

paraphernalia of the Tabernacle (Ex. 30.26; Lev. 8.10-ll). 

Saul, David, Solomon, Jehu, and Jehoahaz are entioned as having been annointed 

into kingship. Saul is designated "the Meshiach Yahweh" - t he annointed of the Lord 

{I Sam. 24.6). In the Biblical. writings of the Per~ian Period, when t here ere no 

longer kings over Israel, reference is ma.de to the annointing of t he high priests. 

(Ex. 29.7J Lev. 8.12). Prophets also are mentioned as having been annointed. 

(I K 19.16; Is. ~1.1). In exil ic and post-exilic times• t r.a term came to have a wider 

use. Anyone designated by Yahweh for a special mission i s said to have been annointed. 

Thus Deutero-Isaiah speaks of Cyrus as lfthe annointed of the Lord" (Is. 45.1). One of the 

Psa.lms speaks of ~~• patriarchs as "mine annointed• (Pa . 105.14) • Because of their role 

in history as •a kingdom of priests and a. holy nntion11 the Jewish people as a whole 

is frequently spoken or as God's annointed (?s. 28.8; 84.lOJ 89.59J 52J Rab. 5.15a Ps. 2, 

probably also refer s to the Jewish people as a hole). 

In the centuries following the destruction or Judea (586 B.C.) the Je .s 

entertained the hope or an early restoration of their independence and the re-establishme11t 

or the monarchy under a scion or the Dav.idle dynasty whose throne, according to the 

promise, would endure forever (II &u. 7sl6J Pa. 86.50). The prophets Haggai and 

Zechariah saw in Zerubbabel the possible fulfillment ot this hope. The future king 

of the restored monarchy would of course be the eshiach Yahweh - "the. annointed 

or the Lord". 

The prophets or Isr .... e1, 1n their exalted c nception of a united and spirituallJ 
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regerated hwnanity, rly .. roJected the vision of the colling of the Gre, t Dey of th 

Lord, whenGod's kingdom would be universally e~tabllshed, His name roclaimed 

here and Jerusalem acknowledged as the sp·ritual center or ~~e orld. Thia 

hope carried 'th it as a natur corollary also the hope of the ingathering 

or the neople or Israel from all the lands of their dispersion, and the re tor ·: tion ot 

the kin dom under a descendBnt or David who ould be a Just and ide 1 ruler. Thus 

the poll tic l hope of a restored Jewish kin dom l eaded by a " ashiach Yah eh" cs.me 

to be ssociated with the prophetic and apocalyptic vision of a Kingdom or God 

in the End of Days. 

The figure of tle future Davidic ruler ho ever as not for a lon t i me central 

or even prominent in tJe picture of the future society, nor for that matter, was it 

always prewent. Furt.~el"llore, these prophetic antici?ltions touching the "End ot 

Days• swell as the political "messianic• expect· tions never assumed the character 

of dogma or of articles of r th. 

After the fall of the ccabean dynasty, and e peciall r after the Romans 

imposed their yoke upon the country in the second half of the first century, B.c., the 

longing for t:.. e comin • of a rsonal ] e,1sia.li assumed greater and greater prominence 

in the inds of the people and t e hope of a unive sal Kingdom ot God became more 

and more cent~red in the coming or a uniquely endowed Messiah or the stock of David 

who ould break the alien yoke, restore Israel to its former greatnes and 

imependence, and with his coming, the New Order, the golden age of the world 

would begin. A colorful and uite inconsistent v. ·riety of eschatological notions 

caae to be interwoven with the personality, mi.sion and times ot this Messiah. 

The intense expectations of the peop1e reached their climax as the age approached 

the year SOOO of the Creation Calendar when, according to the popular bellet or the 

day, there would be inaugurated the llillenniua - the thousand years ot universal 

righteousness, blessedness and peace, attar which the world would return again 

to its prillal chaos. 
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(Sc), Serene about the year 720 C.E. and Yudghan or Hamadan, surnamed al-Rai. In the 

9th century, there al.so appeared Eldad Ha-Dani, who though not claiming to be the 

Messiah, brought reports ot the lost Ten Tribes whose restoration was an essential feature 

ot the essianic saga. 

During the period ot the Crusades, numerous pseudo-messiahs appeared. In 1121, 

there ap) eared a Karaite pseudo-messiah in northern Palestine. In Chazariah, Solomon 

ben Dou.dji announced himself as the forerunner of the essiah, and hi son, enahem, as 

the Kessiah. Maiaonidee entions the ap;>earance of false messiahs in Yemen in 1172, in 

Fez in 1127, in Spain iD lll7, and in France in 1087. The most s.ectacular messiah 

of t his period is David Alroy who appeared among the Babylonian Jews in 1147. 

In 1284, in Sicily, Abraham Abula£ia announced hill8elf as the essiah. Two ot 

bis disciples, one Samuel called the prophet, in the City of Ayllon, in the Spanish 

province of Segovia, and the other Abraham, in vila, in Old Castile continued 

Abulafia's messianic prophecies and pretensions. 

Soon attar the terrible persecu ions of e Jes in Spain (1591), the Spanish 

Kabbalist, r.toses Botarel, proclaimed hiusel..f ssiah in Cisneros (1395). The expulsion 

of the Jews fr011 Spain in 1492 and the catastrophies which f'ollowed brought to the fore 

a number of pseudo-messiahs. Asher Lamlein, a German Jew, in 1505, David Reubeni 

(c 1490-d. a£1,er 1555), who was received by Pope Clement VII, and who aroused great 

messianic fervor among the peopleJ and Solomon olko (clS00-1552), a Portuguese 

Marano who as burned at the s aka in Mantua. The tore110st messianic preten ·er of' 

them all, and one who stirred the Jewish world profoundly, was Sbabbetai Zebi (1621 - c. 1676) 

ot Smyrna whose advent focussed in the miracle years 1648 and 1666. A ect of his 

tollo ers kno1111 as Doumeb ha survived to this day. 

After the disastrous Shabbetian movement, there set in a rece~sion in pseudo

messiahs. Official JudaiSII came to frown upon messianic s eculations. A fe false 

messiahs, however, did make their appean.nce. Prominent amon thea were Jacob Frank 

(1726-1791), toumer of the Frankists. or lesser moment were Chaim Ualach, ordecai 

ochiach ot Eisenstadt, Judah Chasid and Lobel• Prossnits, all of the 18th century • 
• 

A.n,e. 
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IIEHDELSSOHB, 05ES (1729-1786) Jewish philosopher, Bible translator and humani t ho 

stands at the headwaters of the Enlightenment and Emancipation period ot German Jewry 

at the close of the 18th century, was bom in Dessau, received a trad itional T l.mudic 

training in his early youth, but later ac.uired also a de general education in science, 

philosophy, lan ges and l1 tera ture. He came to be regarded in his day as a leader of 

German and European philosophic t ~ought. His "Phaedon" (1767) on the immortality of 

the soul was the mo· t widely read book of its day and on for the author the title of the 

•German ocrates•. emelssohn advocated the absolute freedom of belief and these ration 

of Church and Stl. te. He defined Jwai sm in his ork "Jerusalem" (1785) and else here 

not as a revealed religion in the sense of a creed or a set of dogmas hich is 

indispensible to salvation, but rather as a revealed legislation entrusted to Israel and 

binding upon the Jewish people for all times. Thus, bile insisting upon absolute 
. 

conformity in practice, he allowed for freedom in doctrine. 

endelsaohn sought to bring his people closer to the culture and cl viliza • on 

of his day and out of the intellectual, economic and p oli ti cal confinement of the 

Ghetto. He translated the Pentateuch into German (1778-85) and printed 1 t in Hebrew 

characters with a Hebrew co-.mentary ("Biur", in whi ch other chol re, too, collaborated) 

which amon other services, helped his co-religionists to acquire t he German lan ge 

and thus opened tor them a high ay to the culture of the astern World. Together 

w1 th a number of f'riendu, he rounded the Hebre periodical "Ha easwef" (The Collec·tor, 

1784) which aerved, for a time, as the mouthpiece of the Enlightenment movement among 

the Jews of Germany (Hasnlah", "Aufklaerung"). This movement aimed to modernize the social 

and intellectual life of the Jews, to spread culture and secular 1 arning among them, 

to revamp the curriculua of Jewish education and to stimul te the scientific study ot 

the Hebrew language and literature. 

endelssohn was the friend of many of the great literary and philosophic 

figures or his day espe~ially of the eminent G rman poet and cha.a. ion of tolerance, 

Gotthold Ephraim Lessing. 'l'he latter used endelssohn as his model far the hero ot 

his play, "Hat.ban the lfiae" (1779). 
A.H.s. 
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CHASIDISM A significant and extenein mystic movement which rapidl spread among the 

Je II of Poland in the second halt of the 18th century. It caae in the wake ot e rlier 

lll)'Stic messianic aovements and the social and economic collapse of the J ewi h communities 

or Ea.stern Europe following the Cossack uprisings in the middle or the 17th centU1"7. 

The Chasidic ■ovement spread very rapidly, and by the middle ot the 19th century, it 

embraced n rly one-halt ot th Jen of stern Europe. The movement stressed the 

values or piety, spiritual axal tation and the joy of c011plete surrender to God as a 

counter-poise to rigid religious formalism, rabbinic intellectualism, and the spiritual 

depression of tht: times. "Pure faith ithout any sophistries" as the key-note. The 

essence of Jwaism was the love or God and 1-"ie wa • to God was open to the poor and 

ignorant man hose .rayer .ls sincere and whose faith is boundless to the scholar 

W!O is steeped in T law:lic lore or to the ascetic ho denies himself the innocent 

enjoyments of lite. The theologic emphasis as upon the omnipresence or God, man's 

ready coJDIBUllion 1th im, and the po er of fervid ·l ecstatic prayer. 

The movement, steeped in religious emotionalism, came into violent connict with 

official orthodox Rabbinisa centered in Lithuania, ~et or great Rabbinic academies, 

and its followers ere frequently persecuted and excommunicated by their opzonents who 

came to be known as "ltlitnagdim". The Chasidim came to have their own sep-:a.rate 

sy~agoguaa and special prayer books and their own communal organiz tion within the 

larger Jewish community. For a time Chasidim and 1 tnagdi.JI would not intermarry. 

The founder or this movement was a man or humb e origin, Israel ban Elle..,er 

(d. 1760) ho because of his reputation as a healer and a miracle- orker, wa kno 

a11 Baal Sham Tov (Besht - the Master or the ~G od Name). The mOTement as always 

centered in the personality of a Tzadik (The righteous one, also called Rabbi) who was 

the supreme guide or his di c1ples and their mediator before God. These Tzad1k1m cw 

to exercise enormous influence over their folio ers, some of than establishing heredi 

~astiea, holding "court• and ace w.ating great ealth. The mOTement began to 

decline sharply towards the middle or the 19th cantm-y as · a result or its own inner 

stagnation and the spread or aodarniaa and secularism aaon the Jewish s es. 

Aaong th• ■ore prolld.nent leaden or the ao ent ware Rabbi Baer of Yeseritz 

(d. 1772) th• mccessor to Beaht, Rabbi Jacob JoaeI,G of Pol01DD07e (d. 1782) first literary 



Chaaidism - 2 

figu e in Cbasidism, Rabbi Nahum Tchernobyl (d. 1797), Rabbi Levi Isaac ot Berdychev 

(1740-1809), Rabbi Sbneur 7alman ot Liady (1746-1819), the philosopher and •rationalist• 

or the movement and tOWKler ot the "Habe.d• branch of it, and Rabbi Nachman or Bratzlav 

{1770-1811). 
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