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177 6 Broadway 

New York 19, N. Y. 
JUdson 2-3967 Associate Chairman 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
East 105th Street and Ansel Road 
Cleveland 6, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

February 7, 1958 

You were good enough to accept our invitation to join our Sponsors 
Committee for the observance of our 50th Anniversary. Among those 
who served on this committee were distinguished persons drawn from 
this country and abroad-- Jewish and non-Jewish, scholars and lay 
leaders. 

The observance program as you know took place in Philadelphia last 
May. A series of public meetings and academic conclaves was 
arranged. Scholars of world renown and celebrated men of letters 
participated. During the week of the Jubilee celebration Philadel­
phia was rightly characterized as the capital of advanced Jewish 
scholarship and culture. 

We now deem it desirable to reorganize the Sponsors Committee as a 
National Advisory Committee with which we could discuss some of _our 
problems--particularly in the matter of making our un1que signifi­
cance as a Jewish educational institution better understood. 

It is our plan to have the committee meet in Philadelphia once a 
year. We are hoping that those who reside nearby will arrange to 

'-attend these meetings. A transcript of the proceedings and dis­
cussions will be made available to those who cannot attend. 



.. 
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In order to make these meetings fruitful to the pa.rtici~a.nts as 
well as beneficial for the college, we shall discuss also issues 
currently confronting our people in a manner in which our insti­
tution could make a contribution to a better understanding of 
these issues along the lines of scholarship and research. 

It is our plan and hope to make the annual meeting of the Advisory 
Committee an important event and attendance at it a rewarding ex­
perience--both to the college and to the members of the committee. 

We invite you to join this committee and earnestly ho-pe that you 
will accept our invitation regardless of whether you will be able 
to attend the annual meeting. Looking forward to your acknowledg­
ment to this effect, we are 

Sincerely yours, 

visory Committee 

Judge Horace Stern 
Chairman, Board of Governors 

Dr . Abraham A. Neuman 
Pr esident 

Samuel B. 
Executive Vice-President 



,. 
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kr. Sa uel E. Finkel 
Executive Vice-Pre~ident 
The Dropa1e Colle 
1776 Broadway 
New 'ork 19• New York 

ar r. Finkel 1 

February 12 • 1~8 

Replying to your letter ot I-'e r ary 7th I hall be very happy to 
serve on the t. tional dvisory Com:ni t in behall ot The Dropeie 
College. 

With wannest regc1rda • I remain 

Cordi lly youra. 

AHS1el ABBA HtLLEL SILVP.R 
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PRESIDENT'S OFFICE 

THE DROPSIE COLLEGE 
FOR HEBREW AND COGNATE LEARN! G 

PHILADELPHIA 

February 2, 19S8 

Dear Doctor Silver: 

Greetings. You may have heard that a 
g-reat literary enterprise has been undertaken by 
a joint board of American and Israeli scholars, 
namely to prepare a twenty volume history of the 
Jews from earliest times to the present day along 
lines similar to the several Cambridge History Series. 
Auout a hundred scholars are now engaged upon this 
work. he finances are covered by a small group, 
who have already advanced over 100,000 in the 
processing of the work to date. 

The history will be published simultaneously 
in two editions: ebrew and ·nglish. Doctor Joseph 
Klausner is chief editorfbr the ancient period (seven 
volumes); I am in charge of the medieval period 
(six volumes); Doctor Salo . Baron is chief editor 
for the modern period (seven volumes). 

Each volume in the series is under the 
editorship of a scholar who has made the particular 
theme of the volume the area of his specialization. 
Volume I, (Professor Ephraim E. Speiser editor) is 
ready for the press. Volume II (Professor B. Bazar 
editor) will be completed within a period of about 
three months. 

A prospectus announcing and describing the 
work and its importance is about to be prepared. Ve 
are eager to include in the announcement your Hascamah. 

e also hope that you will co-operate in the work 
proper by contributing several chapters in the later 
volumes on Messianism and related subjects. 

Among the scholars who are editing in­
dividual volumes in the Series, are the followin: 

enjamin Mazar 
. Dinur 

I. Heilprin 
Harry l . rlinsky 



• 

PRESIDENT'S OFFICE 

THE DROPSIE COLLEGE 
FOR HEBREW A ND COGNATE LEARNING 

PHILADELPHIA 

Abba illel Silver 

Cecil oth 
H. Schirmann 
Ephraim Speiser 
Y. Guttman 
Solomon Grayzel 
S . D. Goitein 

. Urbach 
Harry A. Wolfson 
Solomon Zeitlin 
enzion 1.~etanyahu 

February 2u , l9j8 

I hope that this brief sketch of a truly gigantic undertaking - - one of the greatest co­
operative enterprises in the history of Jewish 
scholarship -- will appeal strongly to your fertile and vibrant Jewish impulses and that you will 
express your approval of our enterprise in your own char acteristic style . 

Needless to say , I shall be glad to 
supply any additional ~nforrnation that you may desire . 

incerely yours , __ 

BRAHAL A . EU·lA 

Rabbi Abba Iillel Silver 
The 'Iemple 
East lO~th Street and nsel oad 
Cleveland 6 , Ohio 



OFFICE OF THE PRESIDE T 

THE DROPSIE COLLEGE 
FOR HEBREW AND COGNATE LEARNING 

PHILADELPHIA 

March 26, 1958 

Dear Doctor Silver: 

Only the combined forces of the snow-
storm and the breakdown of the Pennsylvania Railroad 
prevented me from joining you at the Dropsie College 
Symposium in New York last Thursday. But of course 
I received full report of the events, the remarkable 
attendance in view of and despite the storm, and 
the enthusiastic response of the audience to the 
program and your part in particular. Again you 
have put us under deep obligation for you~ readiness 
to serve the Dropsie College and revealing under 
its light your brilliant scholarship in the fellow­
ship of some of the great scholars of our generation. 

A check to cover your travel expenses 
will be forwarded to you by the treasurer. What 
we owe you in gratitude must be left to the imagina­
tion. 

Incidentally, when may I have your state­
ment concerning the History project about which I 
wrote you some time ago and which Doctor Zeitlin 
discussed with you last week. The time element is 
important as we want to incorporate it in the pros­
pectus which is now in preparation. Many thanks 
in advance for the hoped-for statement. 

Cordially ~uri) 

CL &0--tl --~ /u.> , A ~ .~~ 
ABRAHAM A • NEUMAN 

Doctor Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
East 105th Street and Ansel Road 
Cleveland 6, Ohio 
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March 28, 19S8 

Dr• A bnham A• Neuman 
The Dropeie Collelll 

----i.a.1aalpbia 32, ~. 

117 dear nr. Neuman• 

The n•• contained 1n 7aur letter of February 26th•• moat weloane 
and exoit1n1c. A project whloh I haw lon« hoped tor and regarded 
•• ot utmon import noe ?las tinal'.q been launched - and under the 
110.t acceptable auspice■• 

A h1atory ot our people from earliest time• to the present 1n 
whioh a hundred scholars will oooperate - tat a thrillinR enter-
prise 1 shall at lon la&t have our history told by oonaortium 
ot eminent eoholara, each a recognised authority in hie field, 
whose combined ettorts, incorporating the latest available data 
in their n,■peot1Ye tielde, will, I am aura, produce a mommental 
work which will 1mmeaaunbly enrich the field ot Jewish bia\orio­
grapb;y. Their work will alao prove a elcome addition to the 
b11torioal literature of the world whose ci-n.liution •• ao 
great]3' innuenoed by the mind and apiri t ot Israel. 

I know ot no aore appropriate literary enterprise with hioh t,o 
arown tb11 unprNedened ... in Jftiah h1at017 1n wh • oh we are 
prinlepd to lift - an a,ie ot lllll'ftloua fulfillment and ot 
l'ioh l)Nld.N• 

IIOat oordialq your■, 

AH811l ABM HILLIL SILVJal 

I 



THE DROPSIE COLLEGE 
FOR HEBREW AND COGNATE LEARNING 

PHILADELPHIA 

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
East 105 St. at Ansel Road 
Cleveland 6, Ohio 

Dear Dr.Silver: 

May 14, 1958 

I gratefully acknowledge your statement 
of March 28. My colleagues and I highly appreciate 
your wonderful commendation of our history project. 

I need hardly add that we shall feature 
your approbation prominently in the prospectus 
which will shortly announce the projected publi­
cation. 

Again assuring you of our warm apprecia­
tion, I am, with high regard, 

AN:mb 

Sincerely ~s, 
-._..__--+---

,.,. (L) fA._u.•->---------
Abraham A. Neuman 

President 



PRESIDENT'S OFFICE 

THE DROPSIE COLLEGE 
FOR HEBREW AND COGNATE LEARNING 

PHILADELPHIA 

June 20, 1958 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

I take pleasure in sending you herew·th the twofold 
brochure describing the nature of the projected World History 
of the Jewish People, and the reaction of lead ng Americans 
whose statements we solicited, including your own. 

We are most grateful for your participation and we 
hope that you will derive deep satisf~ction from your gracious 
helpfulness. 

We are now panning to form a Sponsors' Committee of 
distinguished laymen whose orestige will lend moral support to 
the scholars whose fame in the scholarly world should be eoually 
r ecognized in the intelligent lay community. 

I have the honor to extend to you a cordial invitation 
to serve on the Sponsors' ComMittee for the World History of the 
Je ish People. 

The Com~ittee will be purely advisory or consultative. 
It is not contemplated that the members of the Soonsors' Committee 
be burdened with any specific resnonsibilities or obligations. 
The prestige of your name, we feel confident, will add strength 
and lend appeal to this great historic undertaking. 

Hoping that you ill grant us this added cooperation, 
I am 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
East 105 St. and Ansel Road 
Cleveland 6, Ohio 

Abraham A. Neuman 
President 



June JO, 19$8 

Dr. Abraham A. euman, President 
The -r-,z-opsie Coll 
Philadelphia 32, • 

y dear Dr. Jou.man. 

et thank you for sendin nie the roo,,Ul\¾s on 1 ,. }'j 
ot the Jewish People". They are very attractive and 
with interest. 

,; orlcl Hia to 
read th• 

Of cours l 3 rill b t ost happy to erv on . on· o r• o CC>mlL:l·t,tee . 

With warmest re rds a all od ..1. 8 1es tor a p ,. sant summer·, I 
r .main 

Very cordial.cy YOl.U"& , 

Allhel ABBA HILLEL SILV 
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June l, 1963 

The Dropsie Colle 
Philadelphia, Pemusylvania 

Attention: Dr. Abraham A. wman, 
President 

Dear Ibctor wman: 

I am happy to advise you that upon the urgent request ot 
bi Abba Hillel S11 r, the Trustees of 1!ie Iau1s D. Beaumont Founda­

tion have approved a special grant in the A.6J~~itA:te amount of $_5,000.00 
payable 1n annual instaJJmenta of 5,000 ,c;c;a&...u., tor the purpos of 

tabliahing a res arch tellOVllhip to emwl qualitied "youn cholar" 
to prepare himself tbrw ... ~ intenaive tudy during th tive year period 
to succeed Prote or Sol0110D Zeitlin upon h1 retirement. 

Promptly after you advise us that the t llovah1p has b en 
:warded, the :tir t instaJ.Jment ot 5,000 v1ll be paid, and the remain 

tour installment will be paid at annual intervals thereatter. 

trust that you will be abl to make the award promptly 
and that the purpose of the award will be uccea tully achieved. 

IILD:tJ 

cc: Rabbi Abba Blllel Silver 

Sin rely, 

Bath.ant. Dauby, 
President 
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June 24, 1963 

Dear Mr. Dauby: 

I am happy to aclmovledge vi th warm 

appreciation your letter ot June eighteenth. 

I applaud the action or the TJ-usteea 

_or the Louis D. Beaumont Foundation in voting the 

designated special grant as a tar-sighted ■euure to 

promote the continued deTelopaent ,,t rabbin1a culture 

in America. Por this, let me express our gratitude • 
.. 

We are also most g,:-atetul to Rabbi Abba Hillel S11Yer 

for having brought t.b1• aatter urgently betore your 

Trustees~ All or us who ar.e ~opetully a tri Ting tor a 

rena1ee anoe or Jewish cul tur~ and .aobolareh1p are 

indeed racing an urgent ■ ituat1on. 

Doctor Zeitlin 1• expeoted to return 
• 

ahortly trom a scholarly exploratory trip to Iarael 
' 

and· t.be •-ar But. Ve shall t:ben dea1gnate a a111table 

candidate tor the grant to carry out the purpoae dea­

ignated 1n your letter • . 
Moat ■lnoerelJ your■, 

oo to Rabbi Silver 

AJIIAHAM ·A lfBOMAlf 
Mr. Hatban L. Daubj 
The Louie' D. Beauaont Fouadat1on 
800 National C1t7 - B, 6th Street Building 
CleYeland 14, Oblo 



C O PY 
THE DROPSIE COLLEGE 

PHILADELPHIA 

Dear ■r. DaubJ• 

I •• glad to adyiae you tbat upon the reo0111aenda­

tion ot Proteaaor SolG11on Zeitlin and with ay full oon­

currence, •• appointed 111-. ZYl B. Szubln, tor11erly ot I•r••l• 
aa Reaearch Pellow in Rabb1nlo Literature, in purauanc• ot 
your letter or June 18th. •• were oaretul and del1•erat• 

1n our ■election ao •• to be reaaona.bly aure that the 

appointee will in tiJJle tulllll the purpoeea tor whioh 

the Beauaont Poundation aade th• generoua gNDt. I 11&7 

acld that Jh-. Ssubln •111 oarr1 on bia atudl•• and re■earcb 

under the 1mmed1ate guidanoe or Proteaaor Zeitlin. 

The appointaent will Finto etteot •ove■ber lS~ 
1963 on an annual baata. 

I earneatly trust tbat the Joint ettort or the 

Drop■ le College and the .. a11111an.t Poundatlon with the blea■ lng 

ot Rabbi Abba Hillel Sllyer will tult111 our hopea and 

ezpectat1ona. 

Sincerely your•• 

Mr. ••than L. Daub7 

The Lout■ D. Beauaont Poundatlcan 

800 Wat!onal Clty - B. 6th Street Building 

Cleveland 14. Ohlo 




