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W. E. B. DuBois Testimonial Sponsoring Committee 

Da. E. F llAN KLIN F a AZIEll 

Chairman 

7 WEST 125th STREET 

NEW YORK 27, N. Y. 

January 24, 1951 
MRS. ALICIA BURGHARDT CRAWFORD 

Executive Secretary 

DR. w ALTER N. B EEKMAN 

Treasurer 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
19810 Shaker St• 
Cleveland, Ohio 

My dear Rabbi Silver: 

I have consented to serve as chairrran of a Nation-
al Sponsoring Commit t ee of citizens who are planning to 
tender Dr• w. E. B.Du Bois a testimonial dinner on the 
occasion of his eighty-third birthday. The aff air will be 
held at the Essex House, New York City, on Febr~ry 23, 1951. 

Our Committee also wishes to have identified with 
this tribute to one who has few peers, both as scholar a.nd 
courageous champion of human freedo i:1 , men and women who 
likewise in many fields are lmown for their inestirrable 
contril:utiions to human progress. 

\1e should consider it a great pri vilage to have you 
as an Honorary Chairman of this testimonial dinner . 

Since I am in ashington and the Comr.1ittee is function­
ing out of New York, to facilitate matter ~, I would B)Jreciate 
y our addre ss ing your response to the secretary of the Cornr.iittee, 
rs . Alicia E. Crawford, 7 West 125th St., New York City. 

It is my sincere hope that we can have your accept­
ance of this invitation to join in this opportmiity to advance 
our ovm interests as we do honor to a great man. 

Sincerely yours, 

~ . ~a--k.t:_ ~~~ 
E. Franklin Frazier 



Urs. ll1c:Sa • Da:tord, cretllx7 
.E.B. DQ'Boh Testimonial Spoll80ri.ng Ccmd.t tee 

7 t 12St.h st.net 
York 27, Raw York 

dear rs. crawtord1 

I replying to~. Pftaierta 1.ott.r ot Jam&17 24th. I 
ahall be p:U.ued to WWW N u an loDOnlry Chairman ot the 
t.eart!mon:lal d1nner being tendered nr. • .• • DuBo1a on 
the oacuim ~ hie 8~ birihda7• 

llost oordia~ ours• 

ABBA. HILLEL SILVE 



W. E. B. DuBois Testimonial Sponsoring Committee 

Dll. E. FllANKLl FllAZIEll 

Chairman 

7 WEST 125th STREET 

NEW YORK 27, N. Y. 

February 7, 1951 

Mils. Auc1A BullGIIAllDT CRA WFOllD 

Executive Secretary 
DR. WAL1Ell N. BEEKMAN 

Treasurer 

,_ 

~u• 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
F.a.sl 105th Street t Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Deer Rabbi Silver: 

As Dr. E. Frenklin Frazier is in l. shington and only 
comes in on the week end he has asked me to rite 
extending to you our wholehearted thanks for Bccepting 
to speak Et the Testimonial Dinner on February 23. 

I B.Dt enclosing the _invitetion which will indicate the 
other speakers and officers, end I elso ant to thank 
you for accepting as Honorary Ch irmen. Since the 
printing of the invitation we have received many more 
responses as sponsors including Dr. Charles S. Johnson, 
president of Fisk, end Dr. Hor ce . Bond, president 
of Lincoln University. 

e have resefved the room for you at the Essex House. 
And m&y I again express our deep apprecietion for your 
cooperation in changing your previous arrangements so 
t~at you can be with ua. I am confident thet e will 
all feel smply re~arded for our efforts. 

incerely yours, 

~P-i -~~-
Alicia B. Crawford 
Executive Secretery 



DAY LETTER 

DR. E. FRANKLIN FRAZIER 
DU BOIS TESTiliONIAL COMMTITEE 
7 WEST J2 5 STREET 
NEW YORK 1 NEW YORK 

FEBRUARY 15, 1951 

IN VIEW OF THE UNEXPECTED AND EMB~ING DEVEIDHJENTS I 

REGRET THAT IT WILL NOT BE POSSIBLE FOR ME TO ADDRESS THE 

DU BOIS TF.sTIMONIAL DINNER ON FEBRUARY 23. SHOUT,D YOU 

DECIDE TO roSTPONE THE MEETING UNI'IL THE SITUATION IS 

CLARIFIED I SHALL BE VERY PLEASED TO ADDRESS IT THEN. 

Ia NDEST REGARDS. 

ABBA HIILEL SILVER 



,· 

1ROMs w. E. :B. ru JOI~ TEST! n:rIA.L sroi:so1u:~G CO~a-!I 'TEE. 
7 i'ett 125 Strf:'et, 11ew York 27. ll. Y., February 10, 1951 

Te: The Officers, Sponsors ~~d Invited Guests: 

Dear Friends: 

You were, doubtless, shocl::ed to lenrn thro~h the pre s of tho 1nc.icttwnt of 
Dr. W.E.B. Du Bois for his alleged viol~tion of the Foreign AGents Registration 
Act. Tl is 1ndictm€'nt is os::,ecially shocking at this time uhen over two hundred 
fi 'ty outsto.nding sponsors, includinJ elluco.tors, scientic+Js, writers, clerbY­
nen, sociD.l worl:ers, 'businessmen, and ci'71c leaders £ro11 a:l cYer the United 
St 2..tes. have joined in tenderinc n tribute to Dr. Du Bois in recognition of his 
schol.1.rly contribi.ition Md l~is devotion for more thc.n fifty years to the stru -
r,le of the liegro to achieve equality in Am~r1can lif€-,. 

We hn.ve t .te \•,'Orel of Dr. Du Dois in answer to this d1.arie that: "As Chairnr..n o 
the Peace I':'ll'oniaticn Center durl: t-: its !'rlstenc~, I can state teio rically 
thnt we were n entirely An~rican or0 r~nization whose sole obj ective was to se­
cure peace a.n(l !.1re"7ent a thir-.1 World W't!.r." 

In regard to this ~tatemr.nt . it should 'be po1nte·1 out that the integrity and 
hones~y of Dr. Du ~oi& have ne,,..er b i. en q"c.1.ost:t0lV'd, altho1.1gh many of us have not 
alweys a.greed with hir.1 thro it;h the yeers on particul :1 r issues. You will be 
interasted in the immedinte renction of t,__io of our Testioonial Dinner sponsors 
upon lee.rning of the indictr.,ent of Dr. Du :Bois1 

Dr. Charles S. Johnson, presid6nt of fi~k Universi t;·: 11 I 1t.10u.ld find grE.at 
difficulty in believing that Dr. l)u ~Oiii iii a foreign ar:ent . His histor"J has 
been one of protest, cut of l~)"alty. .a\.nc1 I would inter-pret his work as beini:; 
to Hard the making of our country a bett,;r pls.co for us ull to live in. 11 

Mr. Roscoe Dun~ee, editor of the ]l~~~tch, Oklahoma City: •The attempt 
to indict Dr. Du :Jois is on " of the ~i.Ost ~r~~ful acts committed by the overn­
ment of the United. Statc~s a.g:.:1inst the lk-;ro :people. I have absolutely no 
b -lief thnt Dr. Du Eois is an acent of a foreign covernmcnt or is in any l;J8.'Y 

connected with a subv ~rsive novement. 1 

The initial reservatiC"ns indicate grf?at enthusia.so r·.nc1 int rest in the Testi­
monial Dinner plo.nned for Dr. Du '.9ois 1 S3rc~ Dirthc1 '.1y Anniversnry on Februnry 
23rr. We fP-el that this will be l:n historic ~v -- :it ·n that we shall honor a 
man nbout \~40~ we all foel ns stated bf t~~ of: our lading sponsors: 

Mrs , Mn.t.:;[_ Mc Leod ]et~~s "I am extending to our gre::1.t scholar and forth­
ri i::;ht fi t~hter 1' or democrr.cy and freedom r;zy fond est concratul:itions with o. hope 
tb.'.l t many, m:-.nv yea1•s Nill still be granteci_ him to hold l i gh the torch of free 
men in the t:orl of 'Je,.ce anc! brotterhood. n 

4 

Hon. J. Fi~n., Wils_sm: "In honorine Dr. Du 3ois you are honoring yourselves. 
He is the race's t:;reatest ccholt;.r ::nd has been a chnt1oion of human ri hts for 
a. half century and has ulwnys been in tl::.e forefront when the battle was the 
hottest. 11 

We hope that all of you who can ~ill be present and, if you cannot be present, 
you will send greetinbs• 

tu/555 

Sincerely yours , 

f',t-~~ 
E. Franklin Frazier 
ChairMUn 
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SYMBOLS " 0.ASS OF Sn.VICI 
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This is • full-rate DL•Oa, Letter WESTERN 

Telegram or Cable-

UNI ON 
Nl.•Nicht Letter 

f,ram unless Its de-
encd character Is In- LC• Defetred Cab!~ 

dicated by a suitable 
NLT•Cable Nicht Lettn aymbol above or pre-

ceding the address. 
W. P'. MARSHA.LL, PRES IDENT Ship Rediocram 

"' . . 
The filing time shown in the date lllle on telegrams and day letters 18 STANDARD TIME at pomt of onglll. Tune of receipt ui ST ANDA.RD TIME at point of destwat,ou 

B131CC 4A NL PD 

EWVORK Y FEB 18 1951 

DR AB A HILLEL SILVER 

ZI ONIST ORG OF AMER 41 EAST 42 ST NYK 

WAS SHOCKED AND AMAZED TO READ IN THE WORLD TELEGRAM THAT YOU ARE 

SCHEDULED TO APPEAR AS GUEST SPEAKER ON FE RUARY 23 AT THE ESSEX HOUSE 

AT A BIRTHDAY DINNER HONORING DOCTOR WE B DUBOIS WHO HAS EEN BR ANDED 

FOR · HIS UNAMERICAN AND SUBVERSIVE ACTIVITIES THROUGH HIS SO CALLED 

PEACE ORGAN I ZAT1 0N 

MRS ROSE KLE BANOFF 502 PARK AVE EW YORK 22 NY 

107P 

THE CO:'\fPAXY WILL Al'PREClATE SUUGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRO:-SS c o:--cEn . ' I ;\'G lTS PERVICE 
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I 
E. FRANKLIN FRAZIER HOWARD UNIVERSITY WASHINGTON 1, D. C. 

Tabbi 11 ba .illel Si. ve 
'I.:.e rre1 ~::e 
~a st _OSth s trr•t-~t at .!.nscl noa 
C Ev z ar.'4 f , _ ·.., i 0 

::Je 1 1a i Silvf'r : 

e ruary 19 , 19.51 

1 ai .. writing you conr:arnin[ your 1;i th r:-1,, ~ 
as an r•onor·ary c oirrn n an as a spea ✓ r a~, th2 esti.nonial 
d • • t ' •• -•r r "°' D 'C • th • f ir.n8r r:.. ~: er ersc. • 1 . . • • Uc .... s on o ~ s1.on o 
rl:..s 8 rd irth - • J.fter rccei vi 1g yo11r mes cgr, 
te Pt_ l'R·n I c:ave i-ri tructions that ;your 1 ("" 1P r, r-ros:-·i3 out on 
al l l i tcrature • hat v:as c,ent cut thorE:aft r con-:er .:.nf tr e 
testir:iooi& dinner . Of course vou re<? iz,e that sj j e ro r 

I ' vn. thdrav~al did .ct come until fter tl e printed invitation 
··ere sent out it "'lic3S :i..~ipossi le fo-- us -1:,':) n:ke chaut;;es in th 0 

litera.t1.1re y; • C?'-l ha~ nlready b-er sent . I by ariy chance there 
are -rr pE:- rso s \r --o tLink "t. 1~·t ,r:)u coritinur.: o participate in 
the inner • VJant to assure ,,,nu that v,0 hc:ive acte in eood 
fait . . :·oreover , if it is ucreeable to yo1J. I "ta re ,, vour 
.:,el..., •r~r at t''IE dinner in order that t 1e e s .. a .. 1 ... ~ no .' • st.~lce 
3hout the 1."i..ter . 

..,i r.er _.ly .., on , , 

J lL 



, 

DAY IETTER 

DR. E. FRANKLIN FRAZIER 
HOW.ARD UNIVERSITY 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 

FEBRUARY 21, 1951 

THE NEW YORK PAPERS HAVE CARRIED ANNOUNCEMENTS OF MY -PARTICI­

PATION IN THE TESTIMONIAL PROGRAM AND I HAVE BEEN HEARING 

FR<lJ QUITE A NUMBER OF SOURCES. WffTD APPRECIATE IF PRIOR 

TO FRIDAY YOU MAKE ANNOUNCEMENI' OF MY WITHDRAWL ANTI THE 

RTASONS FOR IT. KINDEST REGARDS. 

ABBA HILLEL SILVER 



CLASS OF SERVlCE 

This -is a full-rate 
Telegram 0t Cable-­
gram unless its de­
ferred charactec is in­
dicated by a suitable 
symbol ,iboye or pre• 
ceding the address. 

WESTERN 
UNION 

W. P. MARSHALL, PR£S1DENT 

1201 
SYMBOLS 

DL = Oay letter 

( 0 8 } NL = Night letter 

• I LC = Deferred Cable 

I NLT =Cabl<: Nicht Leucr 

~ Ship Radiogram 

The filing time shown i11 the date line on telegrams and day letters i3 STANDARD TIMB at point of origin. Time of receipt is STANDARD TIMI,; at point of <l.cstiuation 

rTS .CLA1 84 DPR PD=BALTlr ORE MD 25 146P= 
·RABBI ABBA H SILVER: 

=DLR 19810 SHAKER BLVD CLEVE= 

... 
i95i FEB ?5 PM 3 09 

PLEASE COAMENT FAILURE TO SPEAK DU 01S BANQUET WIRE 
DPR COLLECT= 

BM PHILLIPS AFRO AMER ICAN NEWSPAPER= 

THE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING 118 SF:RVICE 




