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National Headquarters 
Jewish War Veterans 
of the United States of America 
50 West 77th Street 
New York 24, New York 

July 20, 1948 

HEADQUARTERS RELEASE NO. 91 

To: All Posts, Counties, Departments, NEC 

De~...r Comrnde: 

The following report reflects the nctivities of the National Com

mander in leading the fight of the combined Jewish Crganizations in bring

ing about a satisfactory plan on Israol at the Republican National Conven-

tion. 

THIS REPORT IS NOT FOR PUBLICATION IN THE PRESS OR DISSFlllNATION 

TO ANY INr~ORMATION MEDIA. IT IS CONFIDENTLU, AND SHOOLD BE LIMITED E.1CLUSIVELY 

TO POST MEMBERSHIP IN ORDim THAT AIL JWv MEMBERS Ml~Y OBTAIN A PICTURE OF WHAT 

THE ORGANIZATION HAS DONE ON THIS VITAL PROBLEM. 

Yours In Canradeship, 

BEN KAUFMAN 
ACTING EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 



STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL 

REPORT TO n-rn; CHAIRMAiJ OF THE PALES'i'IllE cmil'IITTEE, ABE KRADITOR, 
TO BE INCLUDED IN THE REPORT TO THE NATION!iL EXECUTIVE 

cmmr.rrEE 

One of the most important vt..tories we scored was the final draft of the plank 
en israel in the Republican platform. Dr. Silver was on the scene with a very 
efficient staff, and had proposed the following pla.nk: 

We W(.,lcomo Isra.111 into the family of nation$ and take pride in the fact 
that the Republican Party was first to call f~r the establishment of a 
free, democratic Jewish Commonwealth. The vacillation of the Democratic 
Administration on this question has undermined the t;>restige of the 
Un:Ltod ~ations, We pledge to Israel :immediate de,~ure recognition, sup
port of her territorial and political integrity within the boundaries 
sanctioned by the General Assembly of the United Nations, and aid in re
storing her ccon~ny and developing her future as a haven for oppressed 
Jewry abroad and as a beacon of freedom for all the peoples of the Middle 
East. 

It soon became apparent that Senator Lodge and Senator Vandenberg, who had the 
influence of the State Department behind them, had different ideas and did every 
thing in their power to dodgv the issue by ::mggesting and subnitting a wishy
washy planl~ on Israel. 

I was assistant to the National Chairman, Carroll Reese, and had his prm;y Rnd the 
b:--cl-:ing of S0retor Trft and Senator Drool::s, sup!)orted by Senator Bc:ldwin and Sen
ator Ives. We immediately wont to ·work and fought n tough b ttlc, due to strong 
opposition, and confusion wns added by the memorandum of Jlustin Wood to Carroll 
Reese, ~spur enclosure #1. Carroll Reese immediately instructed Austin 1ood to 
confer with me , I poi:1ted out the.t Dr. Silv0r and I saw eye to eye and tlr.t I 
would stand by anything Dr. SilvcJr \·mnted. I rejected any compromise nnd for 
that position I had the support of Carroll Reese, Senntor Taft, Senn.tor Brooks, 
Senntor Brewster and others to bccl: the Silver Platform. 

The night before tho final session of the Resolutions Committee, it appc~red that 
it would be necessnry to obtain tbe support of Governor Dewey and John Foster 
Dulles, in order to \'r.i.n out ag, inr:;t tho State D~pertmunt clique. We met in the 
private office of Senntor Taft in the Bcnjrunin Frnnl~lin Hotel, and l-Ir. George 
Sokolsky, who was assisting us tirelessl,_v in this fight, volunteered to contact 
Gov0rnor Dewey. He telephoned Pcnl Lock\·wod and Governor Dewey about three o' 
clock in the morning and oxplaine our position and opposition to the plank., mid 
the danger the Republican Party woulq fno9 QY ~outtling tho Silver pl2nk. It waq 
then arranged for Mr. Sokolsky to meet with Govornor Dewey and Mr. Dull0s in .. 
morning. 



All forces united against any "conpromise0 , and finrlly a pl~nk satisfactory to 
Dr. Silver was adopted, which included recognition of tsrnel as it now exists 
c1nd pledged economic aid. The plnnk finr.lly road ns follows: 

We welcome Israel into the frujily of nntions and tnko pride in tho 
fact thnt the Republican Party wns the first to cri 11 for the ost~.blis
ment of a free and independent Jewish Cotunonwer-1th, Tho vr~cillPtion of 
the Deomocratic Administration 0n this quostion has undorrnincd the 
prestige of the United Nntions. Subject to the letter and spirit of 
the United N:ition's Chnrter we pledge to Isrnel full recogn5.tion 
with its boundnrics ns sr-:ncti ,)nud by tlrn United Nr>.tions, r•nd aid 
in developing its econO[\Y• • 

Dc~pite all tho obstncl0s thrown in our wn.y, finnl victory wns achieved. Spe
cit.l credit for this victory should go to Dr. Silver, who issued tho proper in
structions to me, to his assistant Mr. Scholtecn, who kept me posted ~s to Dr, 
Silver's wishes, Senator To.ft, Sen~tor Brooks, Sonnt.or Baldwin, Sena.tor Ives, 
Chri:rnnn Rcoso, Governor Dewuy nnd Pn111. 1.- ·cl-:w1od, Mr. Austin Wood, Sane.tor 
Brewster and Jnck Mr. rtin of Senator Fr1ft's ntaff rind, of course, George 
Sokolsky. 

The renction of the Ar~bs is most intorosting, and I ~r.t hereto nttnching copies 
of the telograms reccivod by Senri.tor Tr1ft in Philadol!)ld.a.. 

Respectfully subni.ttcd, 

JULIUS KLE.ll-1 
Nntionnl Cor.1J:1.1.ndcr 



TO: Hon. Carroll Reese 

FROM: Austin V. Wood 

ENCLOSURE #1 

June 19, 1948 

Rabbi Silver is very much upset over the rwoors he has heard concern;ing 
' the falestine plank in the platfonn. He in~ists that he has been promised by 

the Democratic organization that the plant as presented by him to Senator Lodge 

will be included in the Democratic platform. l"e were all of the opinion that 

Silver's plank was entirely unacceptable for se reasons, the principal one 

of which was th9.t it impliedly pledges armed foree to preserve the present terri

torial boundnries if necessary. 

I talked to Rabbi Silver this afternoon and finu.l.ly arrived at what I 

believe iii nn acceptablo coq,romise that will not alienate the anti-Palestine Jews 

but will satisfy Dr. Silver's group. The only change suggested would be this: 

•~Ve pledge immediate do jure recognition of the Israel Stnte 

as it now exists . 11 

The nbove sentence should be substituted for the presont statement which 

as I roioomber it, is substantially: 

m.:o recognize tho Stntc of l'nlcstine. 11 

Dr. Silver says that the language as now stands iooans nothing as de 

facto re9ognition, is nn accomplished fact. He snys that unless we pledge de 

jure recognition he will refuse to deliver the invocntion nt the Convention and 

will loavc Fhilndclphia after giving an intervi\;w to all the ncvrapnpcrs. 

I am not certain of the r act but I wn incllnod to believe that Julius 

Klein and Dr, Silver are in opposito factione, 
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l'JFSTERN UNION 

1948 Juno 22n PM 8 ol 
PA 553 
BC 591 NL PD 1~1indsor VT22 

Hon. Robert A. Taft 
Republican National Convention, Phila. 

Urge for following reasons that platform contain no conmitments to suppert 
Is~ncl or to recognize it de jure: 1. Balfour Declaration and Congressional 
Resolution or 1922 do not contemplate Jewish Nntional State. 2. Interpretation 
o! Zionists violates basic principles or League covenant and UN charter with re
spect to rights of indigenous popul~tions. 3. Zionists claims based esscntinlly 
on biblicnl prophecy and nx>dicvnl in concept as shown by oral testioony of rabbis 
and others before UNSCOP. 4. Under mandate Zionists underoocratic and fascist 
with respect to Arnbs as shorm by Anglo-A1oorican report and other official lit
erature. 5l Zionist physical accomplishloonts in;>ossible without huge money re
sources from charitnble contributions as woll as Jewish investment and in any 
events as · rolevnnt to moral issue as Mussolinis and Hitlers nccomplisruoonts. 
6. Zionist geographical claims extend far beyond boundaries of f•asestine and will 
be asserted by any Jewish State r~cognized de jure. 7. Indeterminate but large 
number of Amoriean citizens of JeW'ish faith opposed to Zionist. 8. Too many 
non-Jewish Americans concumod v,ith supposed national interests will reasonably r 

•bj""ct to subordination of those interests to exigencies or domestic political 
campaign prompting appeals to emotions of groups of voters whose loynlties are 
not pri1~1rily for ,\med can institutions. 9, No just and honest inturnn.tional 
po]j cy accommodating or evon subordinnting supposed national interests to in
ternational lnw can be Achieve~ by bidding for group votos on questions of for
oign policy. ~ffirmntivc policy should be 1. Support of federal state in Pnl
cstinc as recommended by ntj.nority of UNSCOP and approved in principle by Dr. 
M~gnus arxt .-.mcricnn Council for Judaism. 2. In any event protection and guar
anty of Jewish National Homo in Palestine of Jowish investments there and of 
dozoocratic rights of ·J' ows who desite to be citizens of stato to be f orrood in 
geographic entity of Palestine~ 3• Opening ot .our oYC gntcs much wider than at 
present for immigrntion of DPs of all races, creeds Md nationalities with 
special inclusion of displncod Jews with our alleged genius for democracy organ
izntion hWllc1.~1ity brotherhood etc, ''!o ean s urcly take car~ of t, hem. Any such 
commitment should not be made lightly Ahd should bo carried out with scrupulous 
good fnith by President, elected from an, political party. 

EFFINGHAII EV ARTS 

. . 



T'.TESTERN UNION 
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SENATOR ROBERT T ,lFT - PHIL'u)ELPHIA 

'f.'ic have no desire to inject ourselves into the deliber·1tions of r,ur convention. 
However, in view of the reference to Palestine in the oraft text of your plD.tfonn, 
we feel compelled to respectfully call to your attention cortain fncts that are 
basically relevrurt to this case. The Republican Party will certainly not breach 
the sacred pri11d p!.es upon which the United States was founded and which enabled 
it to surviv·.., mnriy severe t.ri:i.ls nnd tests. Samuel '"druns and other fo1.1nding 
fatl~rs of your nation firmly established that self-determination was r.,hc inali
enable God-give~ r ~6ht of nll ponce loving peoples. The Arabs of Palvstinc ex
pect that th1: p•~. pl~; o-f: tho Un:i tcd States will not hositatc to support them in 
exorcis.:.ng thei:t• .:-:i.shts ba ... cd on ·this high principle in their ovm country in the 
oame way as the United States supported the 3outh American republics nnd are now 
suppo-rt.ing Grc~cc, I(orca, Indoncsi'.l, 

It is contrary to every established politicnl practice of modern times to use 
militnr/ .f.orce to inject immtgr·r.nts into another country and then to s·;pport, troir 
claim nh0n they scak to establish r soveroi.gn stnte by arncd insurrec.tion within 
the counJ:,:t'.'y where -!-,hciy were injected The people of Palestine wi.;;.h and arc en
titled to c:1ose the iorrn of rovernment under which the r desire to exict a~cord-
ing to the dcmocrr...tic pr:i.ncip~1.e vVhich the United 8t~tos is making eve:r:,, effort to 
apply in all other tori .itorie5 of the wo~· J.d. Tne SU!)port by the U!' ... i. tcd States 
of the partiJ~ior~ of !\<!., .,st-tne against the wishes of its indigenous po}Julr,tion 
for the ~urµos J of enal:- .i.n ':) an jnjecte<l ir.w.d.grant r11.nority to sccodE: nnd cstnb
li-'3h a sovereign stato .: .. n .::i. pa1 t of the cou.ntry is f]c.1grantly oppo~nd to chc 
United S~ates -t-,rnd:.tions It is repugn,.nt, t.c intcrnat iono.l law and justice and 
will create a dangerous 1--reced .nt in i t8r·r. r.i.t iono.l pr.J.cti~e. 

Arti e.le twe ~t,~-- t t\) o~ :. he Lorigue of }fati .Jr .J c•Hlmant· re~ugn~zed th'J independence 
of Palestine . Tho tns.nd 1ro for falesti11e anticipcl:.ed the .:::1 c 1.tion of a Pal~stinian 
St;:i.t,o ,. The; suff'cring ot' Jews in Europe cannot dcpr:;_v~ t,h(' 1.1digenous populr:.tion 
of Paleat:, ::10 of any of its i!1hcront l.J ~<'-1 1 itJ--;;, to the :;;0:::~cfu.1. posa':)ss ·~on r f 
their horoolm:d. :::n a J '.!.lC~3tinj L,n Dor::Jl!~"'ntic ~,t.ite, bnv.;d on sc: . .t-•det1.- 1·!:iina.t ion, 
tho J f' wic.r cit.:'..~e11s 01 PcJo5ti7' ? Hill enjoy ::,he 5are r o1-tl~r1-:. , e~onom5.c ~nd 
social r \~:-. :..r wbiGh they new onjoy J.rl the iJr.itc•d S .. ,~~. :__. s .. 1.nd i r. · otncr c!,3rno~rr.-.tic 
countr~.cs. c..-:- ows havu li·Jcd in p~ ... ncc in .ill ·:..nc .1,:'0.. 0 ~Ll:;1tri.·~~ f 'H' t,·10 r.housand 
years. ~~'r ey ~an co:n,inuQ \io 1 i.ve thor in pc:rp~tuh :, , in sccuri ty auc.l ~~1th op
portuiJ. l., l' for full expression of their humn t.i~nt.s., 

1l!e deplore tho ..C,-:..-~t t.h· ·r, t:10 l al0s01nc q·.rnst.ion hns been ITu.'\dc an internal election 
issue ir; ~ ne Ui1i. t .,ct ~tdtes of Anwri :a v£i r~h an 53.'J'C' on J 3wish votes c In the heat 
of elec~~-on J _. ctl L r.t'.1si jerrit ions of i nturna.tionai lu.w ar.d justic.e, the +. r.:1d.:.::.ion
al poli.cy of t!1e :.,l:j_tod St-::tes .:.n 1.!r:~rnr-tticru:..l. af_ n~.rs, t.hc nr.tion3.l interests of 
the Unitud St-!l-C8:3 and its relations ¥.:Lth the ,tr :b ,•.nd I.1oslon worlds 2.nd consid
erations c., f vwr~.d :r:~r-.c,~ nnd sccur:..cy :.n that. sensi·~. :; ve p~rt-y of tho wo.c ~-d 

1 
are 

being to~·alJ.y o·,·..:rl.x,lwd. Icace loving nations :1lw2.ys huped that we,:;.•~ j peace 
v.ould bJ os-:~ablished w1dcr thi? lea jcroaip c., f thu Ul11 tcd S·cates st.Jr.Jing for 
justicuJ fairp:! .ay an:1 the rule of lnw in jnte-rnnt:1.0:1aJ rf..lationship. l";e :;:-1":!gret to 
say that tho positicn a.dopJ_.ej by the 1Jnj_tcd 3tavefi govern: ... :mt ~ i th regard to 
Falostine ooes noithor justify the30 hopes nor inspire c nfidence in its leader
ship. 



• • • • 

In their struggle !or self-defense, the ovor·11helming majority• of l a.lestine are 
determined to sateguard the integrity ~nd unity of their country to the last 
mnn. The encn~rngcmcnt of Zionist h idi1.;G ii1 their nggressivc ambitions in l al
estire is dctrimentnl to the cnuse of world pence and will only ndd fuel to the 
fire. It is, in fact, playing in tho h~nds of those woosc interest it is to 
create trouble in the 1i.ddlo East. 

,·re trust that in your deliberations n. rrore sober, equitnblc and peaceful attitude 
will be ndopted and no mensu:re will be taken that may lead to more bloodshed 
in the Middle East. 

Hamal Husseini, Vice Chairman, lira.b Highor Committoc for lia.lestine 
an:i l rusidont of the l alostinc rlrab Delegation to the United Nations 
4512 Empire State Building, New York. 
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- · -PU■LIC RBLATIONS--

C.:AD Lf. A UD Rl!SS . , • " JULKLE IN C.: ltlC.: AUll" 
TELl!OllAPH "J ULI US KUIN W UX C HI C.:AGU" 

P 1 R s T NATIONAL BANK BUILDING • TELEPHONE DEARBORN :Z•-4111 

Mt-. O.orge •• Sotol1ty 
300 ••st W AYemae 
••• Tort, •.t. 

TWX : CO 1319 

I ha•• ju1t reoelYec1 a ollpplng fro■ the 'laahlngten Tlae••Hera14 
tltle4 •Preot jgalnn Blptr7•• I • Yery dlstur'bec1 that ay DUii 
•u 4raggec1 lnto •• In Tort Senatorial oentrwer17. 

In tbl1 arilole JOU quete esoerpt1 ot oont14entlal almat•• r•• 
eor4•c1 &'bout a Jear an4 a halt ago. Ot oour,e, I 4o an fl~ 
fault wl 'th a geoa reporter la h11 ue ot faot,, 'but •••ver N• 
leaaecl tu report to Jou wu extr••l1 lndl1creet. Though aoou
rde, the repori coue71 the lllpre111en that lt wu onl7 Dullea 
an&\ Dewer who pat the I1r•l plan over. 

b far u Pblla4elpbla 1a oonoernecl, you cle1erve not onl.7 great 
orec11t 1 but the llon'1 lhare, wt lt lllat be 1&14, publ!.ol7, I 
tlllnt, that tew aen ln the Unlted stde1 have ane MN than Her• 
beM Lehun to oontrlbute tewara the oreatlon ot the St•• el .I,. 
rael. lbll• the aalnlatratlon 4o4ged the 1,.-, Leh111&n fought 
tlrn fer partltlon, thm tor l.llplementatlon ot the u.N. 4•o11lon, 
aid tln&ll7 fer reoopltlon of I,r .. 1. I mow 'that 7011, u m hon
en reporter, wula wam that faot tnown teo. 

I • an 1111111!.n•hl of 7our outatan41.ng contrl.batlon, along wlth 
th••• ot top In tort lwpublloaa, llt• De••1 azM1 D\alle1, to the 
valiant tlF'I tor Iar•l• However, I de not bell••• thll •tter 
ha1 any pl•• la the Senatorlal ouapal.p, t.1 Governor Lehlllan '• 
reoera la thl1 l1 ulapeaohable act worthy of the blghe1t pral••• 

IIA4en per aonal regar41 1 

:::::::::: 
MAIN OFFICE: FIRST NATIONAL BANK BUILDING • CHICAGO 3, ILLINOIS 

BRANCH Ol'FlCES: WASHINGTON, D. C, • NEW YORK, NEW YORK • B~VERLY HILLS. CALlfORNlA 
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General Julius Klein 

300 WEST END AVENUE 

NEW YORK 23, N.Y. 

TRAFALGAR 4 - 2786 

First National Bsnk Building 
Chicego 3, Illinois 

Dear Julius: 

November 11, 1949 

Thank you so much for your letter of November 5. 

You need not be disturbed that your name was dragged 
into the New fork Senatorial controversy. I think I used it to 
your honor and distinction. 

I am a collector of documents. How they come to me, of 
course, is my own affair. When a document is marked "confidentiel" 
and is given to a large number of people, the word, confidential, 
lacks conviction. Certainly I see no reason why I should pay any 
attention to it, end I don't. 

I regard your report to your Committee as a valuable con
tribution to American political history and to the story of Israel 
and I am glad that I had occasion to publish it. The fact that you 
do not know how it came into my hands in no manner lessens the value 
of the document. 

I think that our people are occasionaly extraordinarily 
stupid in the handling of their affairs. llr. Dulles was badly 
handled by them and I think that perhaps it may be discouraging to 
others ever to serve us after the experience that he has gone through. 
There were a few Jews, like Rabbi Silver and Bernard Baruch, who up
held the dignity of our people, but not too msny. 

With best wishes, I am ~ 

' 
Faithf'u.l~s, 

GES:HP George I~ So lsky 
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THESE DAYS 
THE NEW YORI( SUN, FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 4. 1N9. 

By George E. Sokol,ky 

Proof Against Bigotry. 
Btgotry is a hateful word. It represents blind tion to the [wishy-washy] plank, and the danger 

hate, an unwillingness to recognize the inalienable the Republican party would face by scuttling 
right of an individual to the pattern of his own [Rabbi) Silver's plank. It was then arranged for 
life. Mr. Sokolsky to meet with Gov. Dewey and Mr. 

In a political campaign, candidates often stoop 
tn actions which they, as gentlemen, would ordi· 
narily abhor. For instance, when Herbert Lehman, 
Dfmocratic and Socialist candidate for United 
States Senator in New York, calls John Foster 
Dulles, his Republican opposite, a bigot, he acts 
as he would not in his own home, because he 
knows that the charge is a lie, and even more, he 
would have difficulty in explaining why his bank
ing firm retained Mr. Dulles's law firm, if that 
firm is headed by a bigot. Such a charge is ir• 
responsibility carried to an excess that only helps 
to establish the almost universal degeneration of 
our elective process. It ought to make all Ameri• 
cans, not only New 1Yorkers, wonder where we 
are heading for. 

In this connection, I want to record an incident 
which completely disproves the charge of bigotry 
and establishes how loosely politicians talk. ~ 
fq_}t<;>wing report was made to the Jewish ~ar 
V~te.cans. QY i~_tJ1en national commanderL Gen. 
Julius KleinL in reference_!o _tfil. Israel plank of 
th.e ,1918 .B~PYR.li@~.J?!a,t~rrn. The proponents of 
th(• plank favorable to Israel felt that if the Re
publicans prod\lced a wishy-washy one, the Demo
crats would do the same. The heart of the prob
lem was the attitude of John Foster Dulles. 
Herewith the report of Gen. Julius Klein, which 
came to me at the time from one who received it: 

"The night before the final session of the Reso
lutions Committee, it appeared that it would be 
necessary to obtain the support of Gov. Dewey 
and John Foster Dulles, in order to win- out 
against the State Department clique. We met in 
the private office of Senator faft in the Benjamin 
Franklin Hotel, and Mr. ~orge Sokolsky, who 
was assisting us tirelessly in this fight, volun• 
teered to contact Gov. Dewey. He telephoned Paul 
Lockwood and Gov. Dewey about 3 o'clock in the 
morning a11d ~~lained our position and opposi-

Dulles in the morning .... 
"Despite all the obstacles thrown in our way, 

final victory was achieved .... " 
It was hardly necessary for me to discuss the 

question of Israel with John Foster Dulles. He, 
his brother, Allen Dulles, and Roger W. Straus 
had long before determined their attitude toward 
the establishment of Israel. They were whole
heartedly for it and when l called on Dulles 
shortly before the meeting of the Resolutions 
Committee, he sald that he believed firmly in 
Israel and that there was no need to influence him 
in that direction. 

Other men may, now that Israel is a success, 
claim that they did this and that; actually, so far 
as the Republican plank is concerned, credit must 
go to Senator Robert A. Taft and Gov. Thomas E. 
Dewey, to John Foster Dulles and Austin Wood, 
publisher of West Virginia,newspapers. These are 
the men who united on this particular plank and 
put it over. 

I think that this is important, because whether 
one favors Israel or not, the attitude of John 
Foster Dulles at that time is a complete disproof 
of the charge of bigotry. 

Another point needs to be made. A very Dulles, 
son of John Foster Dulles, was converted to the 
Roman Catholic Church while a student at 
J{arvard. After serving in the Navy, he de
termined to become a priest and entered the So
ciety of Jesus, in whose seminary out.5ide of Balti
more, Md., he is now studying. The story is now 
being spread; as part of the indecent charge of 
bigotry, that the father, John Foster Dulles, has 
denied his son because of the change of faith and 
that they do not see each other. I have investi
gated and can stigmatize those who spread this 
scandalous and inhuman gossip as liars. 

The unsubstantiated charge of bigotry is not 
within the American traditions of fair play, of 
recognition of religious individuality. 

Bl t l t n o t a & t a t , J o u r n a 1 , TmmsnA v. Nov. 10. 11" 

New York Election. 

While other newspapers across the land 
Pditoriallzed at some length in recent 
weeks concerning the New York race for 
retired Sene.tor Robert E. Wagner's seat in 
the upper house, we did not see so much 
!iignificance in the race. Not surprised that 
Herbert H. Lehman, Democrat, won the spe
cial election, we do not regard his victory 
as a reliable barometer of nationwide poli
tical sentiment. 

It ls true that Lehman ce.mpaigned in sup
port of President Truman'• Fair Deal, and 
that he won by • considerable majority 
of the votes cast. But the contest was a 
battle of personalities as much as of issues. 

John Foster Dulles, who was appointed by 
Governor Thomas E. Dewey of New York 
to fiU Wagner's .seat temporarily untll the 
election could be held, was attacked unfairly 
on 1rounds that he was prejudiced in racial 
and religious matten. Although his national 
and international record of public service 
refutes all charges of bigotry, he undoubt
edly suffered because of his lon1 ldentiflea
tion with Protestant church. work. De
tractora also Jl'IUHlfed. to amear him with 

false charges of anti-Jewish activity. 
As George E. Sokolsky, whose columns 

apIJ'!ar on this page, pointed out in a recent 
column, Dulles was far from guilty of these 
charges, On the contrary, he was responsible 
for the adoption of a pro-Isre.el plank in the 
l !>48 national Republican platform. Gen. 
Julius Klein, then national •commande~ 
the Jewisl; War Veterans, has paidtributc 
to Dulles for his slghal .. s,ei:Y1cc in this in
stance. 

Dulles was also attacked on the grounds 
that he was anti-Catholic, yet his record of 
personal and public behavior belies the 
charge. His son, Avery Dulles was converted 
to the Roman Catholic c'hurch while a stu
dent e.t Harvard and is now studying for 
the priesthood. Sokolsky brands reports 
that Dulles has disowned his son as ''ma
licious and inhuman.'' 

Dulles we.s splattered by campaign lies 
which he did not chose to counter. He was 
also running under other handicaps. New 

• York City teems with the Rooseveltian 
philosophy of federal government e.nd with 
thouaands of pavrollers. And, although 
Dulles ls widely respected for his statesman• 

like qualities and record of service in the 
United Nations, he does not have the po
litical flair that the seasoned Lehman 
possesses. 

Lehman will serve for only one year, the 
remaining portion of Wagner's term. In 
1950, another test will be made, as voter• 
across the nation go to the polls to alter the 
makeup of Congress. 

Senator Robert Taft of Ohio will be up for 
re-election, along with other G.O.P. leaders 
In House and Senete, and then we may truly 
anticipate a valid contest on the grounds of 
Republican policies versus the profligacies 
of the New-Fair Deel. There also will be 
a test in Illinois next year. 

Republican candidates work under the 
considerable handicap of having no vest army 
of payrollers to march to the polls. This 
handicap gets steeper each year the Admin• 
lstration perpetuates itself in office. In 
1950-mld-century-the Amer~an people at 
large will have the opportunity to rise with 
a mighty effort and reverse the trend to 
statism in the United States. All efforts of 
Republicanism point tow.ard that critical 
year. And It ls not far away. 
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Bernard Iatzen WQD Boypber Z, 194.9 

Good Bvening,Ladies and Gentlemen. As the announoer has told yoa, 

the title of my talk tonight is "Bigotry end Bernadotte." 

I know that most of you by this time are somewhat weary of 

the political barrage by all parties. However, I am not going to 

argue about Bew Deal or Fair Deal, spending, taxes or bareaacracy. I 

believe one oa1J not sway any large group of voters by any politic al 

argument tm night before Election. 

Bat I do want to tell yoa a story. - a true story. I was 

part of that story and bear witness to some of the events that I will 

describe. 

It was only last year that a band of valiant fighters in 

Palestine by a succession of viotoriGusoattles, was able to proclaim 

the State of Israel. A 2,000 year old dream ad come trae. The 

victory was a hard foaght one. Tho as ands of Jewish men and wom"1 had 

laid down their lives to achieve this goal. Many of your friends and 

my friends from the sidewalks of Bew York, the Bronx and Brooklyn fight

ing that battle remain forever baried in Israel's soil. The bodies of 

some including Col."Mioky" Maroas, an old friend of mine, were broaght 

back for barial in the United States • 

.And then hardly had the Sta~e of Israel been proclaimed when 

there occurred a tragio event which shocked the world end broaght anxious 

hours to all those who had battled so valiantly to create the new nation 

of Israel. 

Count Folk Bernadotte was assassinated. A critical tension 

pe1 vadbd the world.' This Bernadotte was the same Coant Bernadotte who 

had been appointed chairman of the United Nations Commission to in-

-1-



• 
' 

• 

' 

• 

.. 
• 

veatigate and rec anmend a plan to solve the problems end bring pe ~ce 

to the Middle East. He had practica ly completed his labors and his 

plan was made public upon his death. Shook and dismay swept through 

every heart that beat in sympathy with the straggling infant state 

apon the announcement of the Flan. It was quickly recognized that 

the acceptance of the Bernadotte Plan by the Uniaed Nations would have 

oaaaed the death of the State of Israel even while in the process of 

being born. 

And so there hung in the balance, not only the dreams and untold 

sacrifices of millions of Jews throughoat the ages, bat the fate of 

Israel itself. 

In frantic haste tm friends of Zion turned in all directions 

for help and assistance. Thia is what they found • 

.England had tremendoas stake a in the Middle East, economic end 

military. The British Colonial Office had plotted for many years 

against an independent state of Israel. ~gland had established 

coastal blockades to prev~nt refageea lan.ding on Israeli s oil. It 

had herded into its detention oamps inCypraa, thousands of despairing 

■ oale seeking refuge in the Promised Land. 

Who can forget the tragedy of the S.S.Stroma?- That little 

overcrowded, leaky vessel whioh set satl from a European port, under 

coYer of darkness? Six hundred end sixty Jewish men, women and 

c~ildren, whose only crime was in trying to reach Palestine, drowned 

in the murky waters of the Agean Sea when the little vesael foandered . 
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Do you remember the affair Morgan? That distingaished British 

gentlemen employed by UNRRA Who oharacterized as criminals the 

thoasands of persecated Jews who attempted to reach the land of their 

forefathers via the Earopean D.P. Camps! 

In that oonnection, ironioally enoagh, it was the former Governor 

of the State of New York, then the . head of UNRRA, who reinstated 

General Morgan after an oatraged pablic opinion had forced hie removal. 

It was left to that Governor's aacoeasor, Fiorello H. LaGaardia to 

summBl'ily rid UNRRA of Jlorgan. 

To the British, Arab oil was more pr eoioae thsn Jewish Blood -

there was no hope the re t 

The members of the Pan-Arab Leagae were using all their infla

ence and gaile and were resorting to bribery Slld intimidation to 

assare the acoeptEGce af tb:9 Bernadotte Plan. Beate». at arms and 

hamiliated in the eyes of the world, - there was no hope of forgiveness 

or assistance from them. 

Appeals were ■ade to the State Department in Washington, bat 

the answer could have been foretold. lor this was the same State 

Department that had for 16 long years demonstrated its hostility to 

Israel's independence, - there was no hope there. 

Desperate Pleas went oat to Israel's Killiona of 

co-reli,ni in the United States and to their la aders. Dale-

gations of Bew York City Congressman went to President Truman. 

There they :toand no encoll?'agement end were even treated shabbily. 

Our lecretary of State at the time was George Marshall. 

Despite every appeal, he deolared himSelf in favor of tb! 
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Bernadotte Plan in flat end final terms. 

The Government of the United States, the greatest power on 

earth, with all its prestige and inflaence, and Harry s. Truman, 

its President, agreed to this disgracefoJ aeoision. The doom of 

Israel was sealed! 

Bat wait, - one ray of hope! one ppasi bility, - and Rabbi 

Abba Hillel Silver, the gallant leader of the Zionist forces in the 

United States, seized apon it. 

He telephoned Governor Thomas E.Dewey and John Foster Dullea. 

Dulles was then in Paris, attending a meeting of the United Nations 

Assembly. Rabbi Silver' a appeal. fel 1 on warm hearts and ender stand

ing minds. 

Thi ngs happened quickly and it is qaite understandable that 

they would. It was 3ast before Election! Governor Dewey was generally 

expected to be the next President of the United States end Dalles, his 

Secretary of State. Foreign nations and their representatives listened. 

They felt that they were dealing with the next President and his 

Secretary of State. 

Dewey alld Dalles were in fall accord, md refaaed to go along. 

on the Bernadotte Plan. "Nothing Doing" Dalles told Marshall. 

Marshall talked of resigning -- Dewey came oat with a ringing measage 

supporting the territorial. and economic security of the State of 

Israel. 
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Stanned by the acclaim with whioh Dewey's statement and 

Dullea' stand were reoeived by Chiistians and Jews alike, Marshall 

polled in his home. Truman, too, did an aboat-faoe, repudiated his 

own Secretary of State aid followed Dewey's and Dulles' lead. 

Israel was saved! 

Now 1 t is one year later si.d sane woo ld have yoa forget -

forget tba many labors of John Foster Dalles on beahlf of Jews and 

of all minority groups. They woald have :vou forget the faot that it 

was he who had the plank pot into the Republioan Party pl atform in 

1944, favoring the establishment of a lewish state in Palestine. 

They would have yoa forget that it was John Foster Dullea 

who protected Jewish rights in Palestine in the United Nations 

Charter in 1945 • 

That John Foster Dulles helped secare inclusion of the 

Plank in the Repablic an Platform in 1948 --

That John Foster Dalles led in the fight for the resolaticn 

recognising the State of Israel at the United Nations Assembly in 

1948 --

That he helped to aeoare tl:e a4JD1as1on of the State of 

Israel to the United Nations in the Spring of 1949 --

That he seoared the adoption at the United Nations of the 

Genooide bill which makes the Nazi ideolog7 of murder of raoes 

and people an international crime. 

That he helped stay the deportation of refugees of all 

religions end effected their admission to this ooantr7 --

That John Foster ~alles foaght for a new D.P. Bill in the 

Senate. 
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Yes, now it is November 1949, one eb:>rt year later. From sound 

tracks menned by Demoo ratio machine, hate-mongers, acting apon secret 

ins tractions, there blares forth race hatred and bigotry charges 

against John Foster Dalles, the same John l!1oster Delles who pleaded 

the oaose of Jewry in the our of its greatest need. 

Shakespeare had words for this when he wrote, "Blow, Blow thou 

winter wind, thoa art not so unkind as man's ingratitude." 

Not not all have forgotten. And among those who remember is 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver from whose letter to Sena~or Delles I read: 

"My attention has been drawn to the charges of bigotry which 

have been launched against yoa in connection with tb3 present 

• Senatorial campaign in yoar state. 

*** 

• 

"You have been anong too most consistend and helpfal supporters 

of the establishment of the State of Israel, and I an amazed that 

charges of bigotry are being made against you in the heat of this 

campaign." 

Rabbi Silver's letter g oea on: 

"I bsve had occasion t tarn to yon during thecritical years 

of our struggle, time and again, far counsel and support, and you 

n•ver failed as." 

"Your true and sympathetic understanding of oar movement won 

many friends for us within yoar 011l Party, &d your wise statesmanship 

was of decisive significance to as at the Assemblies of the United 

Nations both here and in Paris when critical issues affecting the 

establishment of the State of Israel and its legitimate rights were 

involved. 
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Babbi Silver conoludes: 

"I hope that the citizens of the State of New York will 

ooneider only the real iaeoes invo+ved in the Senatorial cam

paign, and will reject all onworthy and onwarrented a ppeals to 

racial,religioos prejudice. 

Cordi ally our e, 

(signed) ABBA HILLEL SILVER." 

And a o, Ladies Blld. Gent lemai, I come to a olose. I 

wanted you to hear the plain truth - the story of a great states

men and champion af human rights -- John Foster Dalles. 

Thank you and good night • 



■ltllNARD KATZEN 

"REelDENT 

NATIONAL REPUBLICAN CLUB 
!54-58 WUT 40TH STREET 

NEW YORK 18, N. Y. 

December 31,1949 

Dr.Abba Hillel S 11Ter 
!be !ample 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Doctor SilTer: 

I aa taking the liberty of enclosing a copy 
of a radio addrese which I aade du.ring the course 
of the recent campaign. 

I think you will be interested to note its 
contents. 

BK R1 

••• 
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Ill'. Bernard KatMD, Preeident 
National Republican Club 
Sh 1'eat uOth Street 
H1nr Yark lB, Mff Yark 

., de.- Jlle. lat.Mn, 

Penait • to thank you tor your kimne■e in eending • a 
cop7 ot the radio addr9ee which :,ou delivered on DeOlllber 
7th. I read it with • gre.t deal ot interest. t )'OU 
N7 about t.be help1\ll aerrloe which Goftrnor Daaw.:r and 
John J'Oat.er PUllee haft r.ndared to tha aaua ot tla N-
eatabliamont ot the state or Isral 1a entinq correct. 
Tbq bava been •one our .t'a:lthftll and most belp1\ll np
portera. 

With all good wiehes, I :r 1nan4n 

llost ccrdially 7C>Ur81 

ABBA HILU'..L SIL VER 
AIIS1er 



llr. John Poner Dwl•• 
48 Well St.net 
._ York, 1Mr York 

Nr dear ... Dw.la■ 1 

11117 I be pend.tted to join your ho■t ot Mend■ in oonpatu1a,1na 
Jl)U upon tm ap1ng ot the Japane• pew tnat7 lan Sa\urdq, 
tor wld.oh 70u are i.c 11 1m11t.~ neponnbla. I not in podUon 
to eftluate all ot it.a olaue■, bat. tbe . ep1rit ot pmrold.t7 ad 
ti. 1arpr ■tate-nahi.p wbiob loolm to • MUN ot NO0nc111a
t1on and good W,.11 _,. to be i ta pS.ding inspiration. Al nob, 
you ve Mcie a major contribution to t paoit1aat1on ot our 
diatnlllht and fNl'w\:>eNt wrld. IIDl'9 ponr to you I 

lloet oordial.]1' yours, 

ABBA HILLIL stL91a 
A aer : 



OFFICE OF 

THE SECRETARY OF STATE 
WASHINGTON 

September 17, 1951 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

Your letter of September 12 arrived 
after Mr . Dulles had departed for a short 
rest . Commendat on such as yours has been 
extremely heartwarming to hin, and I am sure 
that he will be most appreclat ve of your 
comments. 

Sincerely yours, 

~~c,f{?¼;/ 
Personal Assistant~ 

John Foster Dulles 

Rabbi Abba H llel Silver, 
The Temple , 

East 105th Street at Ansel Road , 
Cleveland 6, O o . 



OFFICE OF 

THE SECRETARY OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 

October 1, 1951 

1:y dear Rabbi Silver: 

On my return from a short vacation I 
find your letter of September 12. I am very 
happy to hear from you. We sought to apply 
the great spiritual principles which ought to 
dictate men's actions. 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, 
The Temple, 
East 105th Street at Ansel Road, 
Cleveland 6, Ohio. 
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a-. Johll Po8'ar DllllN 
48 wan stree, 
... York• ... York 

JC, dear Ill-. l)Q]]M1 

The aJDJWICl■ID't that, 70D baYe been T?Eld by 
PrUide~ liNIDlMW to be Seantary of 
state ba• mlipled t.be heart.e ot 7our tellolr 
oit.iMU who bne •••• contidence in 7our 
jucvM,at,, Yiaioa and OOUNl9• I whh to join 
ycur boat ot trienda in omgnt.ulating 70u upon 
7our appoin nt, 1io t.b1.e pon, which carrHd w11ib 
it. such rich opportllld.U.• to aerw Aaer1oa •d 
the cauN ot hu n flo•dal ewr,where. J1a7 t.bl 
Fatbar ot u• all guide you and prtOHer your wart. 

IIDst cordWly yours, 

AB HILLEL SILVlll 
AHSter 
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