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RABBI IRA EISENSTEIN 

STUDY 
HOM£ THE ANSHE EMET SYNAGOGUE 

PIN£ 13ROV£ AT GRACE 
!3740 LAKE SHORE DRIVE 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
19810 S~ker ~ Avenue 
Clevelam., Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silvers 

January 4, 1955 
Tebet 10, 5715 

Some tiloo ago, approximately aroum the em. of Septemer, I 
was told by one whose reliability I have no reason to question, 
that at a meeting between President Eisenhower and yourself, or 
inmediatel:y thereafter, the President expressed himself concern­
ing your attitude toward Israel in words something like the fol­
lowings "He sounds more like a representative of a foreign state 
than as an American citizen." 

A report of this remark reached the ears of one of our leading 
Jewish citizens in Chicago who felt it incumbent upon himself to 
check upon the authenticity of this report. He contacted Maxwell 
Rabb and asked him whether you had actually been to Denver last 
SllJDr:ler to see the President, and he said that you had not. The 
fact that you had not been to see the President in Denver did not, 
however, seem to me to be sufficient proof that you hadn•t seen 
him at an, or that he had not made such a remark. 

I wonder whether it would be asld.ng too mch of you to let me 
lmOl'f just what did happen so that, with your permission, I can 
set this gentleman straight. He seems to think that the report 
of the President• s remark was 11part of a deliberate campaign of 
vilification, misrepresentation, distortion and falsehood aimed 
at the administration and the President personall.y.11 I would not, 
under other circumstances, wish to trouble you, but it does seem 
tone as though a great deal is being made of this little incident, 
if it occurred, with a view to malci.ne it seem as though all those 
who don•t happen to share the President's views are attempting to 
besm:Lrch his re?J.tation. If you can throw any light upon this mat­
ter I would very nnch appreciate it. 

With kindest regards and best wishes, I am 

IEunb 
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Janu-ry 27, 1955 

Dr. Ira isenot in 
Th Ansh Ernet t. ,iar:o~~'U.8 
.. • ne Grov at ·ace 
Chicago lJ, Illinois 

y dear Jr. 1isenstein1 

lease paraon t.h delay in answerinr; your letter., I have ·uwt 
returned f rom a t wo ·, ek ' vacation in Florida. 

he report hich you have received concernin a t"'t ~ment ich 
Pre <:'!i dent Eise hower made concernin y attitude ta.ard Iara 1 
is to ay b st k~ov.led ·e utterly croundl "'J• 

1

j t ·o personal 
contacts with the esident at the uhite lou.e since his ·naugura­
tion wer of the nost amiable kind . Our e chan of vi ws a bout 
I r rael at our fir .,t meetin . shortly a!t r his inaui:.,uration was 
o! a very fri ndly nature in v. hich th prcci d nt e . pr ssed his 
desire to v:ork for ace :i.n the J ar E.ast . y second visit was 
in connect· on t h one o the President' 1 )tae inners at which 
the subject of Pale t·ne as not discussed ~tall . I did not 
go to enver 1st swnmer . 

i th 11 o l":i he , I re in 

Very cordi 1~y ours . 

A BA HIL EL L 

AHS1rma 



Honorable t • Eisen er 
Pre ident ~ the un·ted tat.es 
The hite u 
ashington, D. c. 

dear • President: 

y 12, 19S5 

On two pr vious occasions, follom.n . your orable 
addr sses before the Asse bly of the nited ations 
and t ie two hundr dth anniversary of the f oundin of 
olumbia University, I took the liberty or writing 

to you to express my profound titu for the ... 
lif'tint, o O' spirits and for the tar-visioned 
lead rs hip hich yo ere • Ying u.rin. these c 
perate tim s to our pe _ ple and to the ~ ople of the 
,orld. 

y I a in ke t.. e liberty of tellinQ ou t ·u· 
consent t4 oin in an at-tne-s t con er nc or the 

at POwers eans to all en ho, ike ·our~ lr, ,--e 
hoped and prayed for t .1e leseenin or orld enston , 
the liftin of tne cru hinP. burd ns of arma nts, 
and the exploration ot all ways of negotiation for 
the settlement of the issue 1ch en, n r the peaee 
of th orld. By thie action you have rekindled .he 
hope• ot a fear-ti.dee rrcneration :r.ade distrau . t by a 

\ 
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propa nda of an inovi ble an irreconcilable con­
flict between the F.ast nd th .est. 

In tald.n caloulated r1 ks or pe ce a you one did 
for war, and in taking counsel or tai th and not ot 
tear, you have followed the at liberal trad t1.on 
or our country• and you ve a · ir: e· .. onstra ted your 
incerity to explore very venue lading to in r­

nati nal underrtandin and cooper tion. 

H rr.n 



CAILE AOOUSS: 
I N l 'iHAtl .: 

ZIONISTS, N. Y. I IHNIEI. FRI SCH ST .. TEL-AVIV 

<:al,/,, 1ddreu: ZO.\ OIJ:--E, T F: I..\VI V 
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~@ 
145 EAST 32ND STREET NEW YORK 16, N.Y. MURRAY HILL 3-9201 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

May 23, 1955 

I hope that the enclosed memorandum will be of some use 
to you. The style is deliberately impersonal, since I am not 
certain about your plans for the contemplated letter -- to whom 
it would be addressed, etc. You will no doubt wish to rephrase 
all or parts of it to suit both the purpose and individuals in­
volved. 

As for the case -- I hope it's convincing, despite the fact 
that I was inevitably compelled to incorporate aspects of a 
policy with which, as you know, I am not entirely in agreement. 

If you do decide to send the letter, I assume that you will 
wish to pave the way for a reply. 

I am most interested in obtaining your reaction and news of 
whatever action you may decide to take. 

With warmest regards, I am 

HPM/br 
encl. 

As ever, 

~ 
Harold P • Manson 



f 
l) In the many months that have elapsed since our Gov~rnment undertook to 

b-..L:~ , f ) ' I ' / ' I 

reconsider~s policy in the Middle East, or events has served to 
I 

underline the urgent need or eet~•■111111i.-~'M!~ concrete action+ to reassure the 

government and people of Israel that their security is of vital concern to 

American policy and interests and that our friemship for them is undiminished. 

Unfortunately, the manner in which our Government has thus far applied its 

announced policy or impartiality has inevitably rostered the opinion - - increasingly 

widespread not only in Israel but throughout the world -- that this Administration 

interprets impartiality as meaning that the balance should be redressed in favor 

of the Arab states. Any assumption that American policy under the Roosevelt 

and Trwnan Administrations favored the Jews over the Arabs is, of course, not 

borne out by the record -- unless one is prepared to ~~n ,Jleudehip 

~..Ji~h,.._&""U...,!:~1 ... ab..Jo.. ... .,.~a: .. r~di..e+t+icl"l'1ktr":.iiidiivr (.llel~GY----4iil-lil7.--,~~~ our very -recognition of Israel 1 S ~~ ~ 
\N"'-1-., ~ -L.,fc.,t; ~) 
rd I bonce,.a.a "favoring" Israel .----Regrettably, our policy of the past few years 

has tended to encourage such7alse asswnptionJ which, in turn, .ea=e strengthened 

Arab intransigence towards a peace settlement or any kind of accomodation with 

Israel, r. 
, 

2) The strengthening of American infiuenca throughout the Middle East is not 

only a legitimate ob ectJ.ve o our foreign olicy, but is hig desirable or the / _ J 
s \ --.-J--.. ~ ~ ~ i,,£ ~ /Jc...,,.M, tJ L ~ 1 

solution of the problemB of the regio (\ waver, this object1iie can be acl'lieved 

only if our strategic planning for the Middle East is related to the political 

realities that prevail in the states concermd. Their political stability, 
fu· 

the character of their societies~vior in international relations are 1111rely 

factors which DD.1st be accurately assessed in determining where our interests lie. 

In view of the shall) contrasts between Israel and the Arab states in these vital 

respects, there is understarrlable bewilderment over our Governrrent•s seeming 

preference for seeking military pacts with the latter, while excluding the stable, 

democratic and genuinely friendly State of Israel from our regional defense 

arrangements. 

(more) 
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In pursuing this policy our Government has undoubtedly hoped that the 

Arab states would become more amenable to American influence in the direction 

of peace with Israel. However, the results ha \e been very different. The 

Arabs show no inclination to alter their attitude of hostility towards Israel . 
.-.of'-' ijls-fo..w.J i l(q ) They see no reason to do so when they are being so assiduously courted....,,ry;p*• ~ 

their behavior of the past seven years and while our Government has been offering 

them military pacts despite their refusal to come to an understanding with 

Israel. Indeed, they seem to believe that they are even in a position to 

exercise veto power over any security arrangement which the United States may 

be inclined to conclude with Israel. 

J) Against this background Israel's sense of isolation is not surprising. 

The feeling that they are being abandoned by their A.meri~n frierxis is producing 
~~ •-VL ~ te a mood of desperation among Israelis 1 aJ..eng with--the eencJu~ that they..c.aa 

smoulders along their borders. Moreover, they are .finding it increasingly 

difficult to understand why the American Gove?"Th"llent should frown on such an 

attitude when the United States has on the one hand been unable to induce the 

Arabs to alter their policy but has at the same time been sending arms to Iraq 

and offering military arrangements to other Arab states. 

4) This unbalanced situation If it is 

the policy of the United States to seek d9fense arrangements in the Middle East 

and if, as the State Department has said. a defense pact with Israel would be 

"highly logical," then there is no valid reason for delaying such an arrangement. 

The tensions and outbreaks along Israel's borders represent the most cogent 

argument !2l:, and not against, speedy aotion to assure Israel's security. 

(more) 
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5) If both the United States and Israel regard a mutual security pact 

as in their own best interests, such a pact should not be made conditional 

on Arab consent or on the willingness of the Arab states to conclude simultaneous 

defense arrangements with this country. Israel's consent was not considered 

necessary when the United States initiated the Iraq-Turkey Treaty, nor was it 

regarded as essential that Israel should conclude a parallel treaty before the 

Iraq-Turkey arrangement could be finalized. 

6) A United States-Israel Mutual Security Pact should be viewed on its 

own merits as an instrwnentali ty for strengthening Am.eri can interests "'8.nd for 
I 

restoring the military balance which recent Western policy in the region has 

tilted in favor of the Arabs. It should not be made dependent on prior concessions 

by Israel with respect to the unresolved issues of the Arab-Israel conflict. 

Israel has made clear her willingness to negotiate a settlement of these issues 

with the Arab states. She cannot be expected to offer -concessions in advance 

of such negotiations. To try to influence her to do so ~onnection with a 

United States-Israel mutual defense arrangement would be to p~na.lize her for being 

in a situation that is directly linked to the regional security policies which our 

Government has .pursued in the Middle East. 

~ 5v °'->J... .__,~~1~~ ~ , 
?) ~vsrmuent should 1nstead concen ra e 

L_ 
influence on the achievement 

To bring this about our Government must s~ek to 

poiA-tleaa when eMP OcniamuneM--r¥lll d:e,aoustt•ats ,that the United States regards 

Israel's security as vital to its own interests and is determined to assure it. 
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cc: Solicitor General Simon Sobeloff 
'r. Jack lartin 

Mr. Harold J,'anson 



Dear President Eis~nhower 
I 

As an American Christian whose interest in Israel is a matter 
of public record, I congratulate and thank you for your author­
itative statement explaining our Middle East policy in your ad­
dress at the American-Jewish Tercentenary Dinner. The group 
of which I have the honor to be Chairman is proud of the part it 
played in helping to establish the State of Israel and in urging 
continuing American support to the young democracy. 

We firmly believe that all American citizens whether Chris­
tian or Jew, Republican or Democrat, take pride in your state­
ment that America seeks only peace in the Middle East as else­
where and, by friendship both to Israel and the Arab states, 
seeks to contribute to peaceful relations among these peoples. 
Reassuring was your statement that arms made available to these 
countries may be used only to protect themst:lves against com• 
munist attack and must not be used for intimidation of or 
·aggression against any neighboring nation. 

You stated: "I assure you that in helping to strengthen the 
security ol the entire Near East, we shall make sure that any 
arms we provide are devoted to that purpose, not to cre­
ating local imbalances which could be used lor intimidation 
ol or agression against any neighboring nations. In 
every arrangement we make with any nation, there is simple 
assurance that this distortion of our purposes cannot occur." 

We are proud of the fact that since you took office so many 
acts helpful to Israel have been initiated by your Administration: 

1 Your Administ',ration used its good offices to bring 
• about German reparation payments ol $714,000,000 

to Israel. 

2 Your Administration has reallirmed the Tripartite 
• Agreement ol 1950 by which the United States, Great 

Britain, and F ranee guaranteed to maintain the militar~ 
balance ol power in the Middle East and the bou,,d­
aries of all Middle Eastern states, including Israel• • ,, 

3 Your Administration, through its emissary, Eric John-
• ston, has sought a peacelul solution ol the water re­

sources problem which has been a source ol irritation 
between Israel and the Arab states. 

4 Your Administration supported Israel in the Security 
• Council debates on Egyptian restrictions of Israeli 

shipping through the Suez Canal. The resolution was 
vetoed by the Soviet Union. 

5 Your Administration supported Israel's recommenda-
• tion that the Security Council seek a peacelul solution 

ol the problem between Israel and the Arab states. 

Believing that Israel is a great source of strength for the def ensc 
of the Middle East, we ar·e grateful for your contributions to her 
development as a bastio~ against communist aggression. We 
know that your Administration will now press for the conclusion 
of peace negotiations between Israel and the Arab states in 
order that we might move more rapidly toward a strong Middle 
East mutual defense arrangement that will include Israel. 

DEAN ALFANGE, Ch,irm,n 

American Christian Palestine Committee ol Greater New York 

• 




