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Fonorable “hermarn fdars
stant to the President
"hite 'ouse

ington, . L,

”

v dear r. fdanse

1t was very gracious of vou to receive me

Tuesday and 4o give me so much of your time, 1

felt, however, that the subject was of sufficient

im-ortance, and T believe that our conversation
_‘!

was productive of helrfyl ideas.,

should we'cone an 0;)“.’)1".‘.‘,7";‘ 1-,?', e cur
to explore the subjiect further with vou,
together with voy (iaenes the matter wip-
dent, as voun supsceated,

cond wishes, T remain

Verv cordial




‘onoratile "wicht Fisenhower
resident of the 'nited “tates
‘A:'.(\ ,i"’; 1 (‘\ ' ‘:::"’

ashincton, . U,

lear 'r. President.:

hat a heartening message vou delivered last
evening at the two hundredth anniversary of
the found ff Columbia miversitys and how
it upiifted our spirits! In & confused and
troubled houwr you rave vision, direction,
and leadership to our veople. It is in 2
vith vour great utterance before the fssemh v
of the mited Mations in "ecember last. More
nower Lo youl

.
ine
)

With all rood

ost sincerely yours,




RABBI IRA EISENSTEIN

STUDY
THE ANSHE EMET SYNAGOGUE
PINE GROVE AT GRACE

Chicago 13, Illinois

HOME
3740 LAKE SHDRE DRIVE

Chicago 13, Ilinods

Jamary L, 1955
Tebet 10, 5715

Dre. Abba Hillel Silver
19810 Shaker - Avenue
Cleveland, Ohio

Dear Dr, Silver:

Some time ago, approximately around the end of September, I
was told by one whose reliability I have no reason to question,
that at a meeting between President Eisenhower and yourself, or
immediately thereafter, the President expressed himself concern-
ing your attitude toward Israel in words something like the fol-
lowing: "He sounds more like a representative of a foreign state
than as an American citizen,"

A report of this remark reached the ears of one of our leading
Jewish citizens in Chicago who felt it incumbent upon himself to
check upon the authenticity of this report. He contacted Maxwell
Rabb and asked him whether you had actually been to Denver last
sumer to see the President, and he said that you had note The
fact that you had not been to see the President in Denver did not,
however, seem to me to be sufficient proof that you hadn't seen
him at all, or that he had not made such a remarke.

I wonder whether it would be asking too much of you to let me
know just what did happen so that, with your permission, I can
set this gentleman straighte He seems to think that the report
of the President's remark was "part of a deliberate campaign of
vilification, misrepresentation, distortion and falsehood aimed
at the administration and the President personally." I would not,
under other circumstances, wish to trouble you, but it does seem
to me as though a great deal is being made of this little incident,
if it occurred, with a view to making it seem as though all those
who don't happen to share the President's views are attempting to
besmirch his reputations If you can throw any light upon this mate
ter I would very much appreciate ite

With kindest regards and best wishes, I am
Sih7rsly §¥°“-\'S B

Ira(‘!ﬁfsen/s"tgiﬁ‘ '{
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January 27, 1955

Dr, Ira Eisenstein

The Anshe Emet Cynagogue
Pine Grove at (race
Chicago 13, Illincis

Uy dear lr, Eisenstein:

Please pardon the delay in answering your letter. I have just
returned from a two weeks' vacation in Florida.

The report which you have received concerning a statement which
President Eisenhower made concerring my attitude toward Israel
is to my best knowledge utterly groundless. UMy two personal
contacts with the President at the White House since his inaugura-
tion were of the most amiable kind., Our exchange of views about
Israel at our first meeting shortly after his inauguration was
of a very friendly nature in which the president e:pressed his
desire to work for peace in the Near Fast. Iy second visit was
in connection with one of the President's Stag Dinners at which
the subject of Palestine was not discussed at all, I did not

go to Denver last summer,

#ith all good wishes, 1 remain

Very cordially ours,

ABBA HILIEL SILVER




May 12, 1955

Honorable Dwight D. Eisenhower
President of the United States
The “hite House

Washington, D, C.

ify dear Mr. President:

On two previous occasions, following your memorable
addresses before the Assembly of the United Nations
and the two hundredth anniversary of the founding of
Columbia University, I took the liberty of writing
to you to express my profound gratitude for the up=-
lifting of our spirits and for the far-visioned
leadership which you were giving during these des=-
perate times to our people and to the people of the
Worldo

May I again take the liberty of telling you what your
consent to join in an at-the-sumnit conference of the
Great Powers means to all men who, like yourself, have
hoped and prayed for the lessening of world tensions,
the lifting of the crushing burdens of armaments,

and the exploration of all ways of negotiation for
the settlement of the issues which endanger the peace
of the world. By this action you have rekindled the
hopes of a fear-kiadde generation made distraught by a




propaganda of an inevitatle and irreconcilable con=-
fliect between the East and the lest.

In taking calculated risks for peace as you once did
for war, and in taking counsel of faith and not of
fear, you have followed the great liberal tradition
of our country, and you have again demonstrated your
gincerity to explore every avemue leading to inter-
national understanding and cooperation,

Very coriially yours,




CABLE ADDRESS: IN ISRAEL:

HOMISTS. N. Y. 1 DANIEL FRISCH ST., TEL-AVIV
Cable Address: ZOAOUSE, TELAVIV
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RECANIZATION ©OF AMERICA

145 EAST 32ND STREET . NEW YORK 146, N.Y. . MURRAY HILL 3-9201

May 23, 1955

Dr, Abba Hillel Silver
The Temple
Cleveland, Ohio

Dear Dr, Silver:

I hope that the enclosed memorandum will be of some use
to you, The style is delibesrately impersonal, since I am not
certain about your plans for the contemplated letter -- to whom
it would be addressed, etc. You will no doubt wish to rephrase
all or parts of it to suit both the purpose and individuals in-
volved,

As for the case -- I hope it's convincing, despite the fact
that I was inevitably compelled to incorporate aspects of a
policy with which, as you know, I am not entirely in agreement,

If you do decide to send the letter, 1 assume that you will
wish to pave the way for a reply.

I am most interested in obtaining your reaction and news of
whatever action you may decide to take,

With warmest regards, I am

As ever,

ko

Harold P. Manson

4559 85
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1) In the many months that have elapsed since o?r Govqrnment undertook to
st 0ol AdS N Yaus Db ‘XL

reconsider s policy in the Middl~ East,“the course of events has served to

underline the urgent need of M concrete action# to reassure the

government and people of Israel that their security is of vital concern to

American policy and interssts and that our friendship for them is undiminished,

Unfortunately, the manner in which our Government has thus far applied its

announced policy of impartiality has inevitably fostered the opinion --. increasingly

widespread not only in Israel but throughout the world -- that this Administration

interprets impartiality as meaning that the balance should be redressed in favor

of the Arab statss. Any assumption that American policy under the Roosevelt

and Truman Administrations favored the Jews over the Arabs is, of course, not

borne out by the record -- unless one is prepared to-ﬁ2§5gg;£;§§?&c&n¢¥£¥snﬂshtp'

Wbt Arab-yardstiok and- Ihapdhyiﬁﬁﬁgg$§ao our very recognitlon of Israel's }44a$£wau1
\/\.% v(,v 6.4 Va1 . ‘btub\f" v "“\\K {2 \x [,/ r oy’
<axtoberroe _as "favoring" Israel, *'Régrettably, our policy of the past fbw'years \

has tended to encourage sucéifalse assumptioql which, in turn, ;&£§ strengthened

Arab intransigence towards a peace settlement or any kind of accomodation with
’ /’\

Israel,

2) The strengthening of American influence throughout the Middle East is not
only a legitimate o):ijcuve of our foreign policy, but is hig desirable ,for the ?J a

mrvﬁi’&nkp - B e \ &
mL of the region, wever, this objectiwe can be acﬂieve&

solution of the proble
only if our strategic planning for the Middle East is related to the political
realities that prevail in the states concerned, Their political stability,

the character of their societies*\l ehavior in international relations are surely
factors which must be accurately assessed in determining where our interests lie,
In view of the sharp contrasts between Israel and the Arab states in these vital
respects, there is understandable bewilderment over our Government's seeming
preference for seeking military pacts with the latter, while excluding the stable,

democratic and genuinely friendly State of Israel from our regional defense

arrangements,

(more)
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In pursuing this policy our Government has undoubtedly hoped that the
Arab states would become more amenable to American influence in the direction
of peace with Israel, However, the results haw been very different, The
Arabs show no inclination to alter their attitude of hostility towards Israel,
They see no reason to do so when they are being so assiduously courted &%M“}%)
their behavior of the past seven years and while our Government has been offering
them military pacts despite their refusal to come to an understanding with
Israel, Indeed, they seem to believe that they are even in a position to

exercise veto power over any security arrangement which the United States may

be inclined to conclude with Israel,

3) Against this background Israel's sense of isolation is not surprising.

The feeling that they are being abandoned by their American friends is producing
oL eomavizh w g

~
AN

i O
a mood of desperation among Israelis, aleng—with- y that they caa Luub;f

to their own strength in dealing with the hostility which
smoulders along their borders, Morsover, they are finding it increasingly
difficult to understand why the American Governmment should frown on such an
attitude when the United States has on the one hand been unable to induce the
Arabs to alter their policy but has at the same time been sending arms to Iraq

and offering military arrangements to other Arab states,

L) This unbalanced situation rectified at=mmre, If it is

the policy of the United States to seek defense arrangements in the Middle East
and if, as the State Department has said, a defense pact with Israel would be
"highly logical," then there is no valid reason for delaying such an arrangement,
The tensions and outbreaks along Israel's borders represent the most cogent

argument for, and not against, speedy action to assure Israel's sscurity,

(more)
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5) If both the United States and Israel regard a mtnual security pact

as in their own best interests, such a pact should not be made conditional

on Arab consent or on the willingness of the Arab states to conclude simaltaneous
defense arrangements with this country. Israel's consent was not considered
necessary when the United States initiated the Irag-Turkey Treaty, nor was it
regarded as essential that Israel should conclude a parallel treaty before the

Irag-Turkey arrangement could be finalized,

6) A United States-Israel Mutual Security Pact should be viewed on its

own merits as an instrumentality for strengthening American interests-and for
restoring the military balance which recent Western policy in the region has

tilted in favor of the Arabs, It should not be made dependent on prior concessions
by Israel with respect to the unresolved issues of the Arab.Israel conflict.

Israel has made clear her willingness to negotiate a settlement of these issues
with the Arab states, She cannot be expected to offer concessions in advance

of such negotiations, 1o try to influence her to do so in connection with a
United States-Israsl matual defense arrangement would be to penalize her for being
in a situation that is directly linked to the regional security policies which our

Government has pursued in the Middle East,

So e A Mares MWs«éﬁ’aﬂJ S

Our_ Government should instead concen ré}e itsinfluence on the achievement

of Arab-ézgagg egotiations. To bring this about our Government must seek to
t

Arabs that they have nothing further to gain by persisting in their

present attitude but tw;téthey could derive conside ble,bene its frqm negotiated
o

V/)&-hs., -'_
agreements on ragignal lepment Ara {25 ;ﬁ Qcﬁlzher qneszi?
Uh/uﬂgh,nhiﬁ\ EJ;ZW 02;\
issue, Thsdtﬁ;ﬁggghﬂ nce on

that the United States regards

Israel's security as vital to its own interests and is determined to assure 1t.




The lonorable “hersan Adansg
iscistant o the resident
The Tidte jiouse

74:‘5?&5{;‘5@. ve Ceo

iy dear Covernor Aidamog

1t was verypisasant to have had lunch with you and Jack ootin
last Tusaday and to talk over certain things with you, @e both
felt that it would be desiretle to have some of ny thoughts put
on paper and that you might wish to briag thes to the attertion
of the fresident., I have always wondered vhother ‘resident
Iisenhower has had an opportunity in hde wvory crowded ani busy
iife to lock as closely into the subject ag, ! an sure, he would
like %0, anc whether an informal, of fethperecord exploration of
the subject with him vhen he 45 under the pressure of no tiae
scheduls would not be wery bhelpful,

{1) In the many months thst have clapsed since owr Jovermment
undertook to reconsicer its policy in the Hdcle ‘ast, lsreeli-
Arad relaticnsii e have rawvely deteriorated. The course of
events has served to underline the urpent need of some conorete
action to reassure the govermnment and pecple of Israel timt thelr
security is of vitsl concern to American policy and interests and
that our frienidehdp for them is undiminished, nfortunately, the
nerper in which owr Uovernment has thus far applied its announced
poliey of fmpartislity has inevitally fostered the o dnion » in-
oreasingly widespread not only in Jsreel but tizou hout the world »
that this fdminietes lon interprets iopartiality ase meening that
the balance should bLe redressed in favor of the Arab states, Any
assunption that iserican policy under the lHogsevelt and Trusan




The lonorable "hersan &jans ae 2

fduinistrations favored the Je:s over the Arabs 18, of course,
mmmwwm-mmnmwam
thet our very recogmition of Israelts establisiment wac an set
“favoring® Israel instead of being an act dolabed Ly inter-
mational Jjustice and morality. learettsbly, our policy of the
past few years has tende! to encoursgr suech & false assumption
uhichy in tuwrn, has strengthened Arab intransigence tovards a
pence settlement or any kind of sccommodation with Israel.

{(2) The strengthening of ‘gerican influence tirouihoat the

#Hidle fast is not only & legitizete objuctive of our forelgn
policy, but is hishly desirable for the solution of the problens
of the region. The “tate of israel and ite people Are over-
shelningly in sympathy with it. fowewer, t:ic objective can be
achieved only if our stretegic planning for the “iddle last 18
relate’ to the rolitical realities thet prowvail in the states
concerned, Their political stabdlity, the character of their
socdeties, thelr behavior in intermatiomal relations ave surely
factors which wust be accurately assesse’ in determining vhere

our interests lie. In view of the sharpy controsts between Jsrael
and the “rab siates in these vital respegta, thore is unferstandavle
bewilderment over our “overnment's sceadng preference for seeking
military pacts with the latter, while exeluding the stable,
democratic and genuinely friendly "tate of lsreel froo owr regimal
defense arvan ements.

in pursuing thies poliey our Tovermnment has undoubtedly hoped thet
the Arab states soul!l tocome more amenmable to Aserican Anfluence
in the direction of peace with ITsreel, !icwever, the r sults have
been very different, Tha 4rabs show no inclination to alter their
attituie of hostility towards Tareel, They see no reason to do

80 when they are being so ascsiduously courted notwdthstandin: their
mdmmummami-m.hw overroiont b9

understanding with Tsrael.
mcmhawiumwmwmmwmw
arrangesent which the nited ‘tates (ay Le inclined to cuneclude
with Israel.

{(3) 2mainst tids background jsrael's sense of isclation is not
surprising. The feeling that they are being sbandoned by their
imerican {riends is producing a mood of desperation suong the
Toraglis. The corwiction is growing ason, them that they must




The tcnorable  hersan Adans mee 3

rely on their osn strength in dealing with the hostility which
suoulders alon: thelir Lorders, lloreover, they are finding it
incressingly difficult to unierstand why the American .overrmert
should frown on such au attitude when the mited tates has on
the one hand been umable to induce the Arabs to alter thelr policy
but has at the same time been sending arms %o ireq and offering
wilitary arrangenents to other Arab statos.

(k) 7This unbalanced situation should be speedily rectified,

if it is the policy of the United tlates to seek delense arrange~
ments in the dddle 'ast and 4if, as the _tate epartusnt as sald,
2 defense pact with Israel would be *highly logieal,” then there
is no valid reason for delaying such an arrangesentes The tensions
ard outbpesks along Tsael's Lorders represent the most cogent
argument for, an’ not sgainst, speedy action to sssure Isreel's
seourity.

(5) If both the 'nited tates and Isrsel regard a sutual security
pact as in their own bLest interests, such a pact should not be
made conditional on Arab consent or on the willinmess of the

Arab ptates to conclude simuitaneous defense arrangesents with
this countrye JTorael's consent wmas not contidere! necessary when
the nited . tates initiated the Iveg-Turkey "reaty, nor sas it
regarded ss essential that Tsraecl should couclude & parallel treaty
before the Ireg~-Turiey arrangosent could be {inalised.

(6) & tnited 'lates-israel utual ‘ecurity imct should be viewed
on its own merits as an instrupentality for strengthendng Americen
interests, and for restoring the militar  telsnce which recent
western policy in the region has tilted in favar of the Arabs.

It should not be made dependent on prior concessions by Israel
with respect o the umresclved issues of the Arabe] sreel confiiet,
Israel has made cltar her willingness W negotiate a settlement o
of these issues with the frab states, “he cannot be expected t%o
offer concessicns in advance of such negotiations. 7o try to
influence her %o do so in connection with a nited tates-iorael
autual defense arvangesent would Le Lo peralise her for being in
a situation that is directly linked to the re domal security polie
cies which our —overmment has pursued in the iddle iast.

(7) ©Such an slliance, demonstrating thet the United  tates regards
Terael's security as vital to its own interests and is determined
to assure it, will help to convince the Arabs that thay have nothing




rage k

to galin by persisting in thelr present attitude ard that it would
be more desirable to derive those benefits wnich would flow from
negotiated 8 Teements on all outstanding issucs. It would further
sugnest Lo then the dealrabiliity of seeking simiiar allisnces for
themselves with the nited " tates,

(€) I = persusded that & decisive aselioration of the dituation
is now possitle and that it can only come about as & result of
positive direction al the top and not fram & reliasnce upon the
lower echelons of owr Jovernment, frus shose raks over & pericd
of years there has euanated, I am afraid, considerable hindrance
and delay end very few constructive proposals, lany precious
opportunities in the past which could have been capitalised to
lessen tensions and to clear the air were unflortumately srigued
and frittered ssay.

. am writing all this, an | an sure you realize, in ne official
capacity = anly as # friend of the Administrotion an! as a grest
aduirer of the ‘resldenty for whose decisive leedership in criti-
cal times ] have expressed oy adeiration time and azain. iore
especial 'y do I write this ocut of devotion to the best intereste
of inerice. I need not add that © an also prowpted Ly ny great
iove for ‘sracle

dHost cordially vours,

ABEA HITLEL SILVER

ALl 1rus

cc: OSolicitor General Simon Sobeloff
Mr. Jack Martin
Mr. Harold Manson
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Dear President Eisenhower

As an American Christian whose interest in Israel is a matter
of public record, | congratulate and thank you for your author-
itative statement explaining our Middle East policy in your ad-
dress at the American-Jewish Tercentenary Dinner. The group
of which | have the honor to be Chairman is proud of the part it
played in helping to establish the State of Israel and in urging
continuing American support to the young democracy.

We firmly believe that all American citizens whether Chris-
tian or Jew, Republican or Democrat, take pride in your state-
ment that America seeks only peace in the Middle East as else-
where and, by friendship both to Israel and the Arab states,
seeks to contribute to peaceful relations among these peoples.
Reassuring was your statement that arms made available to these
countries may be used only to protect themselves against com-
munist attack and must not be used for intimidation of or
aggression against any neighboring nation.

You stated: | assure you that in helping to strengthen the
security of the entire Near East, we shall make sure that any
arms we provide are devoted to that purpose, not to cre-
ating local imbalances which could be used for intimidation
of or agression against any neighboring nations. In
every arrangement we make with any nation, there is simple
assurance that this distortion of our purposes cannot occur.”

We are proud of the fact that since you took office so many
acts helpful to Israel have been initiated by your Administration:

1 Your Administration used its good offices to bring
* about (;erman reparation payments of $714,000,000
to Israel.

2 Your Administration has reaffirmed the Tripartite
* Agreement of 1950 by which the United States, Great
Britain, and France guaranteed to maintain the military,
balance of power in the Middle East and the bound-
aries of all Middle Eastern states, including Igrael- '

3 Your Administration, through its emissary, Eric John-

* ston, has sought a peaceful solution of the water re-

sources problem which has been a source of irritation
between Israel and the Arab states.

4 Your Administration supported Israel in the Security

* Council debates on Egyptian restrictions of Israeli

shipping through the Suez Canal. The resolution was
vetoed by the Soviet Union.

5 Your Administration supported Israel’s recommenda-
* tion that the Security Council seek a peaceful solution
of the problem between Israel and the Arab states.

Believing that Israel is a great source of strength for the defense

g of the Middle East, we are grateful for your contributions to her
development as a bastion against communist aggression. We
know that your Administration will now press for the conclusion
of peace negotiations between Israel and the Arab states in
order that we might move more rapidly toward a strong Middle
East mutual defense arrangement that will include Israel.

DEAN ALFANGE, Chairman

American Christian Palestine Committee of Greater New York






