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Dr. Abba Lillel Silver, 
':'iforetl Isra 1 Congr gation, 
Cloveland, 01 io. 

COLUMBUS, • 23, l., 18 • 
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AN APPEAL 
FROM 

THE UNITED STATES FOOD ADMINISTRATION 

To all Churches o.f Ohio: 

The confidence of the United States Food Administration that the people of the country would 
re pond enthu iastically and whole heartedly, upon presentation of the fact , to any nece ary 
requests for reduction in consumption of food has been fully justified. We have demon trated our 
ability not only to think together but to act together. This response of the people is the reason 
for the present appeal. 

Our work is not yet complete. In spite of the encouraging re ults of our efforts, in pite of the 
fact that our exports of food stuffs are constantly increasing and are approaching the minimum 
requirements abroad, the need for renewed devotion and effort is pressing. While all the require-
1nents of the Food Administration should be constantly observed, there are certain 1natters which I 
desire to stress at this time. 

In the ca e of meat and meat products the neces ities for hipment abroad are very great. 
\Yhereas the allied consumption has been reduced to an average of about one and one-quarter pound 
per per on per week, we are today enjoying an average of about three and one-quarter pounds per 
person per week. This division is inequitable. An understanding of these facts will justify our 
request that the con umption of all meats, including poultry, as nearly as pos ible, be reduced to two 
pounds per week per per on over four years of age. 

In the case of sugar we are embarassed by the necessity of using ships for carrying our soldiers 
and fe ding the allies, and, in consequence, we must use sugar wfth great economy. \Ve must empha­
size the hnportance of canning and preserving on a large cale among our people this u1nmer and 
our available sugar must be conserved for this purpose. 

But the situation with regard to wheat is the 1nost serious in the food supply of the Allied world. 
If we are to satisfy the minimum wheat requirements of our armie and the allies and the uffering 
1nillions in the allied countries, our consumption of wheat in the United States until the next harvest 
mu t be reduced to approxi1nately one-third of normal. It is inconceivable that we should fail in 
this crisis. For each of us who can per onally contribute to the relief of human suffering it is a privi­
lege, not a sacrifice. 

All elements of our population cannot bear this burden equally. Tho e engaged in physical labor 
ne d a larger bread ration than those in sedentary occupations. Becau e of the constant daily 
e1nploymen t of women and the lack of home baking facilities, many hou eh olds in large urban centers 
require a food ration already pr pared such as the bak<:>rs standard Victory bread loaf. Furthermore, 
we mu t constantly safeguard the special requirements of children and invalid . 

To meet the ituation abroad and to pre,rent serious suffering at home it i imperative that all 
those whose circumstances permit shall abstain .from wheat and wheat products in any form until the 
next harvest. It is realized and deeply appreciated that many organizations and some cornmunities 
have already agreed to follow this plan. 

It is hoped that you will com1nunicate this to your organization and your c01nmunity, urging 
those whose circum tance will per1nit to join with us and take this stand. 

HERBERT IIOOVER 

May 25, 1918. 
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Rabbi A.H. Silver, 
The Temple, 

E. 55th St., 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

lly Dear Rabbi:-

! am forwarding you under separate cover fifteen 
envelopes containing appeals from llr. Hoover, as well as 
a letter from this Committee asking all Cl eveland Ministers 
to base their sermons June 2nd on the r estrictions on the 
use of Wheat products. 

If you will ~ndly aen4 these to the Ulnisters ot 
your denomination in time for use ne%t Sunday the courtesy 
will be appreciated by 

~ • B- 0~ OfIT.I'EF. OF 
1. JlE, 1\fA ... OR'S .. D .. ISOPY "~~\I O JJ\U~.f'TfoE 

l'rY OF OLEVI•::L ,. ·o 

CENTRAL 1 
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To All Cleveland Ministers,-

We wish to call to your attention the 
attached appeal from Mr. Hoover, relative to the wheat 
situation. 

We ask that you appeal to your congre­
gations Sunday, June 2nd, to voluntarily give up the 
use of wheat and wheat products until the next harvest 
so far as circumstances of the individual families per­
mits following example of the leading hotels, olubs and 
the General Federation of Women's Clubs. 

WHEAT must be sent to our allies and it 
is the duty ot all Americans, native and naturalized, to 
give up their share until the next harvest, which will 
again supply enough for thone people "Over There" as well 
as ourselves. 

Will you assist us by basing your sermon 
for June 2nd on this subject? 

Yours very truly, 

FOOD CONSERVATION COIOIITTD, 

A RUR-COMMITTEE OF 
TT{E. TAYOR·s .A!J\"ISORY ,v.A.R CO:\LIITTEE 

crry OF OLEV.EL~ D 

CENTRAL t 

F. n. GOFF, T1t&4atn<E"- WA RRl~ . • S. Tl A TDF.N. l"llllC'ltlOT.&.a 

HARR"\'. L, V A:n: .. :mxir.ccrrn·a S&c;:IU<T.t.a.T 
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