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NAHUM GOLDMANN 
41 EAST 42nd STREET 

Room 1111 

NEW YORK CITY 

Dr . Abba rtillel Silver 
Hooselookmeguntic Lodge 
aine s Landing, Maine 

Dear Silver: 

August 8, 1940 

MUrray Hill 2 -3754 

I am writing to you today concerning a matter 
of 5 reat i~porta.J!lce and emergency. 

Du.ring the :past few wee::s we have been receiving 
requests for neln from a number of nrominent Zionist leaders - ... ... 
in European countries, rho are in danger of beine imprisoned 
either by the Germans or the Rus::;ians . They as_c us to 5 et 
them United States visas . Dr. , ise and I were in Uashington 
some ten days a.go, and we obtai ed a :promise from the -·tate 
Department that cables would be sent to the res:pective con­
sulates recomnending the is~u.n .... '1.ce of visitors' visas to the 
persons on •1ho se behalf we were apnlying . But the ;:5tE\te De­
partment demands a • guarantee that we will underta1 e the 
maintenance of such persons du.rine; their stay in this country . 

The list is mounting, and_ has alre dy reached 
the 100 mark . It is obvious that none of the Zionist bodies 
would be in a position to assume financial responsibility for 
all of them. 

lle discussed the matter at a special meeting of 
the Emergency Conni ttee the other da;r and decided to appro ch 
t' e united Je ish ppeal ug.; e sting that a special fund of 
. 150,000 be created to ta.1-::e cPre of these and other Je•Tish 
leaders w?lo are in dancer in }t.u.rope ~ and who l ve to be brought 
over here. It is believed that a special com1itt(f! should be 
set u:9 to ta':e of this fund . 

efore approach.in anyone else in the United Jew­
ish Appeal, we ~ant, of course, to lcnow your reaction to this 
idea. I cannot see any othe.r· way of deali~ wi t:i.1 this matt er, 
and you will certainly Agr ee that it is our obligation to save 
these friends and leaders from ruin and death . 

Ay suggestion is that you take the matter up im­
mediately with your co-chairmen in the United Jewish A-opeal and 
'ave a special emergency meeting convoked s soon as possible , 
as every day counts, and it is really a uestion of saving 
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ro. inent j e s and Zionists . 

MUrray Hill 2 -3754 

I shall triJ to reach you by telephone in the 

ne .. t da.y or so, i n order to learn your 09inion . 

I am sorry to bother .. ou duri ,.,. your vacation, 

·out I ~Jll sure ~ ou will unJerstand th t the ,.uestion is a 

very urcent one . 

"'or i lly yours, 

um oldmann 

l G. SB 



... 

) 

PHLESTlnE fffifRGEnCY commlTTE f 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

41 EAST 42nd STREET 
ROOM 1111 

N E W YORK CITY 

MURRAY HILL 2-3754 

September 5, 1940 

YO\l were good enough, when we discussed the 
matter some days ago, to promise to raise $100 for 
Mr. Nathan Wolffsohn nephew of David Wolffsohn, who 
is now in Shanghai. 

Dr. Wise has agreed to get the other $100. 

I wonder whether you would be good enough 
to let me have an early word from you with regard to 
the matter, since we have informed the National Re­
fugee Committee that we will send the $200 to 
Mr. Wolffsohn privately. 

SB:liG 

With kindest regards, I am 

Sincerely yO\lrs, 

Nahum Goldmann 
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