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NEWYORK Dear Abba Hillel: 
SAMUEL C. LAMPORT 

NEW YORK 

PROF, ISADOR LUBIN 
WASHINGTON, D, C. 

ADOLPH S. OKO 
CINCINNATI 

.JUSTICE .JOS. M. PROSKAUER 
NEW YORK 

BERNARD .I. REIS 
NEW YOIIK 

CARL SADOWSKY 
NEW YORK 

I received yesterday your note dated the 11th inst. I was happy to hear from you, and particularly pleased that you thought of writing me in the midst of what must be a very busy time for you, what with your return rrom abroad and the holidays. 

PROF.I.LEosHARP'MAN As for our Menorah campaign in Cleveland. isn't it ANN ARBOR 
, 

RAaa1A.H.s1LvER true that we have hardly started it'l Of course, you real-
MEIER sTEINBR1N/LEVELAND ize that a circular letter from you, espe cia. lly since people 

BROOKLYN, N. Y. knew you were going abroad is hardly a test at all of the ISRAEL N. THURMAN 
' 

NEWYOIIK responsiveness of your people, of Cleveland Jewry, to our cause. The four hundred odd dollars that came in as a result of the letter aren't a circumstance to what I am sure you will get as the result of a real, followed-up appeal this fall. Rabbi Krohngold was in Cleveland a few days during the summer, but upon the advice of· Airred Steuer particularly, he left the city so as not to prejudice our concentrated campaign this fall, when you should return, and when Rabbi Goldman and our other good friend Rabbi Brickner would also be there. Steuer offered to help in getting up a lunch or dinner of 50 picked men, as one of the ways of putting our campaign through. Krohngold (now in Indianapolis) is ready to come to Cleveland and be at your service. 

I feel strongly that we should look to Cleveland for a minimum of $5000 a year for our Menorah work. Please remember that what is at stake is not merely the Menorah Societies in our Universities (their maintenance and successful activities depend directly upon the guidance and service of the Intercollegiate, which in turn depends directly upon the funds we secure). What is at stake is the whole movement of promoting Jewish learning and culture-if you like, Jewish religion in the deepest sense -- among the in~ telligent laity of our country. In the Universities, besides the agency of the Menorah Societies, we work also through the faculties: through our ovm Menorah faculty (headed by Professor Nathan Isaacs and Professor Harry \Jolfson of l'arvard) we are in a position to provide the guidance and literature which professors in the various humanities need to include the Jewish aspects of history, literature, religion, law, etc., in their regular courses. Perhaps Professor 
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Isaacs spoke of this aspect when he was with you last Spring; 
he is especially interested in it, and realizes keenly the great 
need and opportunities in this sphere. 

Incidentally, may I say that Professor Isai cs made a 
real sacrifice in coming to Cleveland when we wanted him, and he 
has told me that he ·was very hopeful of the results in view of 
the interest that seemed to be aroused. I think we owe it to 
scholars like Professor Isaacs to do our utmost to me~t the sacri
fice which they themselves make. Surely if Cleveland can raise 
millions for Temples and charities and other necessary coqmiunal, 
national and international causes, the small sum of 5000 a year, 
iith you sponsoring the cause, is not unreasonable nd impossible? 

In this connection I am most happy to tell you that we 
have succeeded in achieving one of our ambitions, namely, the 
establishment of a Chair in Jewish Literature and Philosophy at 
Harvard . It will be announced shortly, upon the formal acceptance 
by the Harvard Corporation (President Lowell has already indicated 
his approval). The donor whom we have succeeded in getting is 
Lucius Littauer, an old Harva11 d man . Dr. Harry Wolfson is slated 
for the Chair, and apart from the signal value of this establish
ment in itself for Jewish learning and for a Jewish scholar like 
Wolfson, we are hoping that it will serve as a stimulus for the 
establishment of similar Chairs in other universities . lithout the 
existence and effort of the l, enorah, \ve should not be having this 
Chair at Harvard now. 

Another important aspect of our work -- 1hich of course 
you realize -- is represented by The Menorah Journal. J:"ot merely 
that it is the best, really the only cultural medium merican Jewry 
has. But through The Menorah Journal we have attracted scores of 
first-rate intellects among Jewish scholars and writers who had no 
connection with Judaism b6fore. Through the stimulus and the oppor
tunity of the Journal we have gotten th se men to apply their thought 
to Jewish life and problems. It would be gratuitous for me to tell 
you how important such accession of intellectual nd spiritual strength 
is to American Judaism . '/hether we like it or not, the fact remains 
that theology, the synagogue, doesn't attract a good many of our 
Jewish laymen, particularly our intellectuals. The experience of 
the I-.Ienorah, especially through the Journal, las amply demonstrated 
that they can be attracted througl such an intellectual or academic 
or cultural appual -- call it v1hat you 1111 -- &s the Menorah makes . 
And I cannot help feeling that it ould be an incalculable loss if 
we had to give up this rna.gnet , this stimulus, this medium that The 
Menorah Journal provides, not merely for the enlightened discussion 
of Jewish questions on a high plane from all points of view, but as 
a laiason between Judaism and these brilliant lay intellects whom 
we are attracting and can attract more 'nd more in the future• I 
could go into pa11ticulars of this phase, mention many names --
Waldo Friank, James Oppenh im, Alexander Goldenwoiser, Edv,a.rd Sapir, 
Jacob Zeitlin, any number of others; but you realize, I am sure , 
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the sweep and implications of all this as we 11 c1s I . 

So , all in all , it s6ems to me it would be a real 
catastrophe to American Jewish life if, for want of so little 
money , we permitted the Menorah to go under aft E:: r all these 
years . 

In view of the work we are doing and can do mot·e and 
more , in view of the very great significance, the unique value 
of our activity for American Judaism, I confesE> I am astonished 
myself at the little money that we require . 

So let us go to it , and get our little quota this 
fall in Cleveland - - as I hope we shall in other cities - - so 
that we may carry on proper17 . Vill let me hear from you 
as to procedure'?, Please don t allow other ca.mpai ·n to pre-
cede us now ; we have e erre enoug 1 n o. 1er years . 

11th all good wishes to you for tbe New Year , 

HH- CL 
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INTERCOLLEGIATE MENORAH ASSOCIATION 
FOR THE STUDY AND ADVANCEMENT OF 

JEWISH CULTURE AND IDEALS 

167 WEST 13th STREET 

NEW YORK 

Rabbi • H. Silver, 
The Temple, 
East 105th st. at Ansel 
Cle-veland, Ohio. 

Dear Abba Hillel: 

oad, 

Ooto ber 5, 1925. 

I''Ve just heard from Krohneold that you wiah me to et 

in touch with you with reference to your proposed meeting for 

Menorah ovember 2nd or 3rd. AJJ it happens, I have planned to 

• 110°KLYN, N. v . be in Ohio about that time, and oan easily make Cleveland if you 
l■RAEL N. THURMAN 

NKW YORK 

wish me to. 

I am vr,ry happy to know that you will push our cBUse 

through ncm, with the help of our other rabbi friends in you. 

oity • .And I want to thank you for your oontinuance of your 

generous personal subscription. 

s noerely, 

HH/1 

P .s. I an sendinc you tomorrow a list of people in Cleveland 

who have so far oontriluted or pledged for 1925. 
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NEW YORK 

Rabbi A.H. Silver, 
The Temple, 
East 105th st. at Ansel Road, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Dear Abba Hillel: 

Oct. 13, 1925. 

May I regard Tuesday, November 3rd, 

as definite for our Menorah meeting in Cleveland? 

For I have to make dates now also for other cities. 

HH-GL 



otober t11't nth 
1925 

r. Hen:17 Huzwlt.z • 
167 eat 13th Street, 

York Cit7. 

I do not b lle.,e t 1'ueeday, o• ber 8J'd la a good d y tor our vtalt to Cle.,el d. In th tlr t place, l 1 leotlon Day, d 1n t 1 secom pla , we ah 11 not th t r h it our Paleatln ro~atlon Pund. oaapalga, which la prooeed1ng .,e:17 alowl7 Dl ••ry labortouly. 

\J t1l kind t • 
Te17 a!ncereq your • 
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' ERNEST BOYD ·1 

J

t LOUI~ GOLDING 
LEWIS MUMFORD 

l_ MAX BROD i( 'II ANDRE SPIRE I· 
J.__ ~ 

--,...__•--:,-,•' 

The Temple, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Dear Sirs: 

0 ct ob er 28 , 192 5 . 

We are returning herewith the ph0tograph which 

you were good enough to let us have aome time ago. 

AD:YS 

Thanking you for the courtesy, we are 

Sincerely yours, 

~'HE ME:tTORAH JOURNAL 

Editorial Department 
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tl t I J , 
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co r e ct.) 
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~t rt~ s~n ir vou my etter ye~t rda , 
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Q J ~u~ acidl"~QA 
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vu l~ari ty of me-n1.,.. an J~w ch 

a fl! v u '!uot 1 ng f-r rn "The 

JIH: s 

• 
II My dfl!ar ffDllow, 

f' R:ra !:<1 
11 ! 



HORACE J. WOLF, RABBI 

Rabbi Abva H. Silver, 

Cleveland, o. 

Ded.r Abba., 

m,mplt 1rrttq ICnhtsq 
117 GIBBS STREET 

fllochester, 'N.:_ ~ 

E. J. WILE, SECRETARY 

Jan • 8, 19 26 . 

Enclo:!ed plea.ee find a copy of a letter I wrote to-day 

to the enorah Journal. It ie self-explanatory. 

I would like to know whether you, ae a member of the 

Menorah Journal Board, agree with the position which I have 

taken. 

Ilaetily ut eincerely yours, 

I 

R 



tnteroollegi· te enor.h 

w. 8, 19 6. 

oci tion, 

De r ire, 

I 
, 

e or· City. 

returuin r "o y, t e bill 1ich y u en t for y 

1926 ubsori J tion • s ie to o· icel y ubacri tion t the 

enor eeooi tion. I wrote tne ociaticn a year ago from 

aria, proteatin a.ga1net the eperaione c et on i1e erican 

r boin t• i 1 e c , 1 ue of t e e or h ourn l under tne oa tion 

• ot•• tor a odern 1 tory of the Jew••• I felt free to critioi e 

t 1e bacl taste ahown by the publication of uoh oheap aterial •Ya 

Journal which imultaneoualy eolicited the eupport of the erioa.n 

r ubinate, I w neYer onored (?) y the attention of the 
. 

writer or tn t colwm, and I had alway■ aeeieted. the enorah 

movement when keel. 

o attention whatsoever wae p id to y letter of roteet., 

altho h th ccom a.nyin check w a promptly accepted. 

' 'he aourriloua, na.■ ty indict ent of the rab inate like 

that in the l t iSEUe of the Journal in t 1e rticle by Pror. 

K llen 1• tne l t etr •• the Journal 1 not rea cnoible, of cour 
' 

for the individual opinion• of Pror. K llen but it in re oneible 

for accepting aucn r J insulting paper for publication. It a acka 

of hypocriey to accept d publioh al deroua op r like tbia, 

while oonatantly a aling to the inaulted olaea for a i1tanoe. 

Very truly yours, 

•• 
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INTERCOLLEGIATE MENORAH ASSOCIATION 
FOR THE STUDY AND ADVANCEMENT OF 

JEWISH CULTURE AND IDEALS 

167 WEST I )th STREET 

NEW YORK 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, 
o/o The Temple, 
E. 105th st. at Ansel Road, 
Cleveland, o. 
Dear Abba: 

May 27 , 1926. 

I ca.l.led you on the telephone yesterday 
before leaving Cleveland. to say hello to you, and 
thongh you were out I had the even greater pleasure 
of exchanging greetings with Yrs. Silver. 

You will remember that Alfred Steuer took 
the Chairmanship of our Menorah Committee in Cleveland. 
He advises me that he hopes to push our cause forward 
about this time, relying on the promise of cooperation 
which you and others have been good enough to extend 
to him. Whipping myself up to a cheerful mood, in 
accordance with the prescription of Dr. Benderly's 
chasaid, I pray for ancoesa. Alfred will doubtless 
communicate with you. 

HH/.A.G 
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Dacember 6, 1927. 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, 
Tif'ere th Israel, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

I would heartily welcome your 

thought on the observations and suggestions 

in the enclosed article. 

HH-ND Editor 






