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Pearl S. Buck 

PROPOOED ADVERTISEMENT TO NEW YORK TIMES. 

Is India America's business? Yes, because we need India's 

millions on our side against Japan. The peoples of India do not want 

Japan. They want freedom. If they can be assured of freedom, they will 

fight against Japan as China is fighting. 

How can Indian peoples be assured? Not by words and not by 

promises. They fought bravely through the first world war, believing that 

they would be given freedom through an orderly process of reforms to begin 

imnediately after victory. They waited two years and nothing happened. 

Then they began their own long struggle of which today is only a part. 

They will not believe promises again. 

Action is required, not promises - and action now, before it is 

too late. ill is not well in India. The independence move~nt is only 

beginning in full force. The Tata munition works, which include the 

greatest steel mill in the British Empire, have been idle since August the 

twenty-first. General Stilwell says there should be a •quieter India• be

cause •the political situation is having an effect on transportation.• 

There is intimation of worse to come. Our Chinese allies are greatly dis

turbed and are anxious for the allied cause in Asia. 

We believe that the present unrest in India is unnecessary a~d 

can be ch8ll8ed. We believe that it must be changed for our common cause, 

victory for the Allied Nations. The Indians themselves have declared 

that they are ready for fresh negotiations looking toward a government of 

all parties and religions as a step towards a federal union which might 

be like that of the United States. We do not prescribe what that govern-
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ment should be but the variety of India's people should not be an obstacle 

to their union in independence, in view of our own experience as a nation. 

We are confident that all Indian elements will participate in a provision

al government which would be zoodeled on a federation. 

The time for mediation in India is now. Japan is busy exploit

ing the apathy of a people sinking into hopelessness and sullen rebellion. 

The leaders of the people who alone might rouse them and unite them into 

resistance are in jails. It is idle for the United Nations to wait, ex

pecting that to happen which cannot happen unless it is planned and pro

vided for. We are in grave danger lest the disasters of Burma and Malaya 

be repeated in India with even m:>re effect. 

That Indian readiness to negotiate is unchanged is proved by 

Gandhi's expressed desire to meet the Viceroy before he was imprisoned 

and again by his recent appeal from prison. It is only to the benefit of 

the Allied Nations to take advantage of this reasonable attitude shown 

not only by Gandhi but by other Indian leaders as well. 

We therefore urge upon President Roose~elt and upon Generalis

simo Chiang Kai-shek that they recognize the interest of the United 

Nations in the Indian dilemma. and that they use their good offices to 

ask the British government and the National Congress of India to open new 

conferences, with mutual determination to find that way of action which 

will most speedily bring India into the ranks of our allies by beginning 

now the program of her independence. 

We urge all those who are in sympathy with this statement to 

express it in all ways open to free American public opinion. 
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For Immediate Reloase 

STATEMENT Oil INDIA 

The people of the United States view the situation in India with great 
alarm because it threatens the victory of the United Nations. With 
increasing numbers of our troops and vast quantities of our supplies in 
India, we have been offered and have accepted a large share of her 
defense which may involve tho fate of China and her continued ability 
to participate in the war. Failure to use the full might of India's 400 
million people in the all-out war effort against the Axis would be paid 
for by the lives of .Americans and of our allies. 

We are well aware of the efforts of all parties to reach a solution 
and of the immense difficulties involved. We aro bound by the closest 
ties with our British allies in their gallant struggle for human fr r,edom. 
We are in fullest accord with the peoplo of India in their legitimate 
aspirations for solf-governmont. 

We therefore urgo that President Roosevelt tonder the good offices of 
the Unfted States in cooperation with other members of the Unitod Nations 
to obtain the full participation of the Indian people in the war nnd to 
assure their political freedom. 

Committee 
Dr. Guy Emery Shipler, Chairmnn Robert Norton, s~cretary 
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Arthur J. Goldsmith, Treasurer Robert Norton, Secretary 

September 7, 1943 . 

The appointment of Field Marshall Wavell as Viceroy of India and of 
Lord Louis Mountbatten as Commander-in-Chief in southeast Asia seems 
to indicate that Great Britain is concerned with the Indian problem 
principally from the military standpoint. Since winning the war is 
properly the first order of business, the appointment of these able 
soldiers meets with the heartiest approval in this country. However, 
it is obvious that in addition to the soldierly qualities for which 
they are renowned, statesmanship of the highest order is essential 
that the dead-lock which is hampering the war effort in India be 
broken. For India's greatest military need is the complete mobili
zation of the manpower and the immediate strengthening of the morale 
of her people. 

In the hope of bringing Great Britain and the United States closer 
by strengthening the bonds between them, a. statement of the opinions 
of a group of Americans active in promoting the closest ties between 
the two countries may help attain this purpose. 

India is a most important area strategically in the war against 
Japan. However, in terms of her potentialities India is not fully 
in the war because she has not been fully accepted as a partner in 
the common cause. For India. is at present in a state of discontent 
and the leaders of one of her two major political groups have been 
arrested and held incommunicado. 

From sources whose authenticity is beyond question we have learned 
that it is possible to minimize the areas of friction between the 
British government and the Indian peopl e by two major actions. 
Firstly, a promise of Independence for India as a member of the Bri
tish Commonwealth after the war, carrying with it the right of se
cession, should be made not only by the British government but also 
by the King of England who is the Emperor of India. Secondly, a 
provisional coalition government should be formed representing the 
various political parties and groups. As a matter of military ne
cessity and for the well-being and security of the American soldiers 
now stationed in a restless and economically depressed India we urge 
that the government of our Ally, Great Britain, instruct her new 
Viceroy to take the necessary steps at once for the formation of a 
representative Indian government with sufficient power to recruit a 
mass army consistent with the size of the po lation and to mobilize 
fully the economic strength of the countr for the common war effort. 
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INCLUSION IN NATIONAL WAR FUND WITH LARGE IMMEDIATE APPROPRIATION 
PLEASE WIRE FORTY EAST FORTYNINT H STREET= / ~ Ji /4 ·, 

PEARLS BUCK RICHARD J WALSHo J/r,. ... 
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y de· r Rabbi b lver: 

f 

Both n t~e Spnate and t e Hou e o Represen at VPS, 
bills have been ntrod~ced to autho · ze mm rct n 
and nat 1ral ?&t on of Na .innals o J.n ia . 

These hills, if ,assed , e (1) 1a Na-
tionals of Ind · a may become ci M ns o~ the Uni ed 
States, (2) that abou 7r; Nc1tionc1ls o India. ma/ 
enter he TTnited States annually as mmiprants . 

Passcpe of th8se bills 
same privilepes as hav 
re~entl . 

rriuld ,J!ran t In 1 ns e 
been ac ord d to the Cnin se 

a p· 1 b 1 i c me n g n .:.;·~..,.. ........ ~~ .......... --
n supo 

spea~ers ~ 11 be : 

CELLER, mPmber Ho 11se of' he)resent ti v ,. 
CO-c, 1tnor ')-" lend TIC' le slat · 0n 

FANNIE HUR'T , novelist nd civic leader 
DR . FR1JL .. l(I GIJOI , author, educ rtor, r dio com

mentator 
REV . ELMOREru c·,.E1, D .. ector, St . Georp ' s 

Protestant Eu s OJ 1 C11rch ... ... 

R Gr~ 1 • B DV'IN Director, ."'leric n Ci v • 1 
Liberties Un on 

I ou are n svmpat!. : 
1e ill be most r,rat ul 
send s a mess e. 

th tnis le sl· tion , 
yo 1 11 kindl, 

~ 
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J J , : rd 
Enc . 

I IDI ... 

J . 

ERIC l 
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NEW YORK TIMES 
February 9th. 1944 

IN 1USTltl}; TO INDIA 
One of the undeniable achievements 

of the preaent Congreu wu the repeal 
lut year of the Chinese Exclusion Acts 
and the modificatio11 of other 1tatutea 
prohibiting the immigration of Chine• 
and their admission. to citizenship. The 
long heroism of the Chinese people, our 
comrades in war, prompted this re• 
traction. The annual quota of Chinese 
immigrants is but 105. The Chinese 
don't deny our right to restrict immi
gration. They resented the stigma ! 
that marked all of them, a people of 
ancient civilization, aa undesirable and 
inadmiuible. They were cratified by 
ita removal. 

Another ancient people, the people of 
India, 1■ still aubject to our taboo. In
dian soldiers, mighty good soldiers too, 
have fought for WI in Burma &nd North 
Africa. They are fighting for ua now 
in Italy. In land operations a.g&inat the 
Japanese in southeastern Asia their 
aid will be of great value. Are the In
dians not entitled to uk, as they are 
asking, no longer to be excluded from 
entry into the United States and from. 
American citizell.lhip? They seek thia 
enlargement of right u a token. Their 
yearly quota of immip-anta would be 
about seventy-five. 

The removal of a mark juatly otten
aive to their pride and aelf-rupect will 
be not merely teatlmony of our grati
tude for their armed aid but a matter 
ot jultice and equlity of treatment. 
We have lifted the bar• tor the Cbi
neae. We can afford to do the aame 
tor the lndi&DL We can't afford to do 
otherwtN. 

j)i4~6y 
INDIA LEAGUE OF AMERICA 

40 EAST 49th STREET 
NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

BAL·TI&OAE. SUN 
F~bruary 22nd. 1Q~4 

Why Not Equal Status 

For Th~ People Of India? 
Back in Decembc1· the bill to repeal 

th~ Chinese Exclusion Acts became law. 
Subject to quota restrictions, the Chi
nese now have the right of entry into 
the United States; and persons of Chi• 
nese ongin may be admitted to citizen• 
ship. 

The repeal .of these restrictions on the 
citizens of one of the United Nations 
removed a piece of discrimin.ttion that 
had been a source of chronic irritation 
and was most certainly in conflict with 
the lofty declarations of the Atlantic 
Charter. But this repeal only serves to 
emphasize the continued existence of 
another restriction of similar character, 

This is the restriction on the nationals 
of India, to which the full force of the 
Immigration. Act of 1924 and the Nation
ality Act of 1940 still npplies. Indians 
are denied entry into the United States, 
excc·pt as tourists , students, and so on: 
and persons of Indian origin may not be 
admitted to citizenship. 

• ow that the discriminations against 
the Chinese have been removed, it i~ 
difficult to find any reason for discrimi
nating against the nationals of India. 
Their contributions to the war, in 
money, in materials and in fighting men, 
have been substantial. Indians fought 
the Japanese in Burma, the Germana 
and Italians ia Africa. Indian contin
gents are now fighting the Germans in 
Italy, alongside American troops. And 
the rebirth of nationalist sentiment 
among the people of India makes the 
continued existence of these discrimina
tions a rich source of enevance and sus. 
picion of our motives. If the moth•• 
which led to the repeal of our discrimi
nations against the Chinese are sound, 
then the same motives apply in the cue 
of India. 

To repeal these exclusions would not 
of course, mean spttial status for tht• 

Indians. Quotas would apply to them. ;i~ 

to all other countries (and the Indiau 
quota would allow the entry of about 
seventy Indians a year). But simple jus
Uce suggests that the least we do is to 
grant them the same status as the Chi• 
nae. Until thil is done, the professions 
of scorn so often encountered isl the 
United States in connection with th" 
8riti1h treatment of India will IO"Jna 
very holJow. 
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r. J. J. ingh, resident 
India Le u or ri~ 
40 !a.et t9th Stre t 
•• York 17, i. I. 

y de r r. Sin 1h1 

I u hap y to l rn th t reaolutiona h .,. 
en introduced 1n the C r se t t 1e United St t a 

a t t orising the i ,r tion and natur 11 tion ot 
tionala 0£ Ind1 • I hop t ti ese bill ll 

oy. elaingly a roved by our re n tivea in 
Congreaa. It 1 a.n act or ai le j tic in c'-IU■'V&u.r.&iCe 
with t baalo tradition• ot ri d 1n t • spirit 
or t re t ideal• ot h n brot r hood hieh are ind 
the oolos al eacritice hie rr en re makine. in 
orld today. e rec nt.ly ri hted the ong 1nvolYed 

in the Chin • uxcluaion Acta. • t now do it 
th caae ot t : e ople of India. 

Most co:rdi lly yours, 

' tS aBI: 
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Rabbi Abba Hillel bilver 
342 Madison Avenue 
New York, N. Y. 

My dear Rabbi Silver: 

Telepho11e: 

Plaza 3 - 5088 

REC 
' NOTED BY I. :REFE'R 

DATE I 
• ~ 

.,tiJN ">'"' J~ 

ANSWERED 

We are reorganizing and expanding the Lea .ue and 
Leaeue's activities . 

Our executive committee has asked me to request you 
to join our National Advisory Board . 

I know, sir, that you are a very busy man, but let 
me assure you that joining our Advisory Board ill 
not enta 1 any work on your part. We do not expect 
to hold any meetings of the National A1visory Board. 
When some important issue will arise, e will com
municate by mail and seek our advice and opinion. 

I a~ very glad to inform you that besides the names 
that appear on this letterhead, the following h~ve 
just joined the National Advisory Board : 

Congressman Emanuel Celler, New York 
John L. Childs, president Liberal Party, 1 e York 
Prof. Lewis Corey, Antioch Colle~e, Yellow Springs , O. 
Henry R. Luce, New York 
Mrs. Gifford Pinchot, W shington, D. C. 
Mrs . James P. Warburg, New York 
Joseph Willen, New York 

We are plannin to invite several others. My col
leagues and I will deem it agreat pleasure and 
privilege to have you on our National Advisory Board. 
I do hone, sir, th t you ill be able to accept our 
invitation. 

With best personal regards, 

Yours v 

JJS : rd 
( 

" /NOIA TODAY"- Monthly Bulletin issued by the Research Bureau of the Lea9ue. Subscription $2.00 per year, 
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JOSEPH TENNER, Coum,el Honor ble '' ir: 

den .. tor I .>er h""'o ired uo th t do • te o ub-
cor. ·ttee hu ~c t he ring' , dre d nornir,, tie t. 
l,>th 1944 fi t lv:30 o Cit ize ip 3111. 

Your pro unc• u nt .... y eq t • 

... indly pa a this inf ruu ti n alone to 
one ti· t you think , ;uld be intertJ o t ed 1 1 
UB put thio Bill ihro gh . 

Sincerely 

Pr 101 lent 

f' 
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THE AMERICAN NATIONAL RED CROSS 

Omce of the President 

My dear Dr. Silver: 

NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS 

WASHINGTON W, D. C. 

January 20, 1948 

HMany time• a yee:r the people turn to the Red Croes; -- once a 
year the Red Croes turns to the people." 

'lhese words were spoken by the President of the United States 
last February 28, in opening the 1947 Fund Campaign of the .American 
National Red Crose. 

Once again the time is drawing near for the Red Crose fund appeal. 
In March, 1948, the organization will ask the American people for 
$75,000,000 to finance the many program.sand services through which 
it fulfills its responsibilities to the victims of disaster, the 
veterans of our wars, our armed forces and to the communities of America. 

Moreover, the new National Blood Program which is now on its wey 
is the most fe:r-reaching peacetime service in the field of health ever 
offered by the American Red Croes. Ultimately it will 1118.ke available 
blood and blood fractions to all the people of our country without charge 
for the products. 

The Red Crose has always been fortunate in the warm expressions 
of approval voiced by leaders of public opinion throughout America. 
Your endorsement of past fund campaigns has been a source of inspiration 
to all Red Cross workers and we should value highly a statement from. 
you for use during our 1948 campaign. 

For any possible assistance we are attaching a brief fact sheet 
giving the highlights of our 1IIAJlY services to the American people for 
which we seek funds. Since our 3,751 chapters will wish to have copies 
of your statement, we shall greatly appreciate hearing from you at your 
earliest convenience. 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
President 
Central Conference of American Rabbis 
Ansel Boad & East 105th Street 
Cleveland 6, Ohio 

Sincerely yours, 

President 
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THE AMERICAN NATIONAL RED CROSS 

NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS 

WASHINGTON 13, D. C. 

FUND CAMPAIGN - MARCH 1 TO 31, 1948 

The magnitude of the .American Red Cross job is not always fully recognized. 
It has a clearly defined and continuing responsibility under its congressional 
charter for relief in time of disaster and for rehabilitation of disaster victims. 
Under the charter, it must also provide an extensive welfare pro gram for United 
States Servicemen here and abroad and for the veterans of our wars. It must 
maintain and strengthen the close relationships that exist between the .American 
Red Cross and the International Red Cross Committee and the League of Red Cross 
Societies. 

The demonstrated value, in peace and war, of the First Aid, Water safety 
and Accident Prevention program; of the Nursing and Nutrition Services, of all 
the lA:>lunteer Services and of Junior Red Cross, requires us to maintain these 
programs at full strength. 

These are the identical services the .American Red Cross gave to the nation 
prior to World War II. However, in terms of numbers served and expense, it is 
a much greater program today than it was ten years ago and makes much heavier 
demands on the organization's resources. 

The program for veterans is nearly twelve times greater. For the Anned 
Forces it is nearly five times greater. Relief and rehabilitation in major 
disasters, which formerly were financed through special fund appeals, are now 
financed out of the one annual Red Cross Fund campaign. -

Because of the changed economic condition of the nation all the expenses 
of the Red Cross have doubled, just as they ·~ ave doubled for business and the 
average .American family. 

In the face of rising costs and in a time of great uncertainty we have 
assumed a new responsibility, the National Blood Program. We have added this 
program to our traditional services on the recommendation of medical, hospital 
and public health authorities, and because we believe it is essential to the well
being of the .American people. 

We are asking the .American people for 75 million dollars in the 1948 Fund 
campaign although the huge overall program will cost 97 million dollars in the 
fiscal year 1948-49. This budget was arrived at after effecting every reasonable 
economy. The 22 million dollars difference between budget and campaign goal will 
be made up by using uncommitted surpluses held by chapters and the national 
organization. 

THIS IS THE JOB 

DISASTER RELIEF AND REHABILITATION 

The experience of the past year shows what an enormous outlay of money 
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and effort can be required by such disasters as the Texas City explosion, the 
Florida and Gulf Coast hurricane and floods, the Texas-Oklahoma tornado and the 
New England forest fires. This was the most destructive series of disasters 
ever recorded in one year. 

The Disaster program of the American Red Cross is very much like an 
iceberg in that the greater part of it is not visible to the casual observer. 
As a rule the public is aware only of the great effort required by the first 
emergency stage of disaster operations. What many people do not realize is the 
huge expense required for long range rehabilitation which in some cases carries 
orphaned children and the seriously injured far into the future. As the Red 
Cross rolls up, year after year, a greater total number of disasters attended 
the expense of long range rehabilitation increases since each year we add new 
responsibilities to old ones that must be continued. 

!Jlst year the Red cross allocated more than 10 million dollars for the 
disasters of 1947 but, for the reasons given above, even this large sum will not 
necessarily discharge our full responsibility. 1947 seriously depleted our 
disaster reserves and these must be built up again out of this year•s campaign 
funds. 

THE NATIONAL BLOOD PROGRAM 

Medical, health and hospital authorities as well as the Army and Navy 
reconmended the establishment of a National Bloed Program to provide whole blood 
and blood products for our entire civilian population 

World War II emphasized the tremendous value of blood. Records show that 
91 .J percent of the wounded survived and the mill tary medical authorities believe 
that the blood collected by the Red Cross in the wartime program was a major 
factor in this low mortality figure. 

'!he purpose of the National Blood Program is to provide blood and blood 
derivatives to any person needing them regardless of his race or creed. No 
charge will be made for the blood or its products. Hospitals and physicians may 
charge a reasonable fee for administration. 

The program will develop gradually. It is estimated that from three to 
five years will be required to have it in full ·operation. It is expected that 
five centers will be in operation early in 1948. These will be located in 
'Washington, D. c.; Rochester, New York; Atlanta, Georgia; Stockton, Cialiforni.a; 
and Louisville, Kentucky. It is planned that by January 1949 approximately 50 
fixed centers and 6o mobile units will be in operation. 

In the coming fiscal year the National Blood Pro gram may cost frOll 5 to 10 
million dollars and when it has developed to the point where it covers the nation 
it may cost as much as 15 million a year. 

THIS IS AN E$ENTIAL PROORAM BECAUSE: 

'!here has been no national agency to supply the blood needed by doctors 
for their civilian patients. Surveys showed that only J5 percent of the hospitals 
in the country had private blood banks, and that these banks were not able to 
supply the total amount of blood needed for the hospitals. 

There is no provision for a national supply of blood to be used in case 
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of disaster or national emergency. 

THIS MUST BE A NATIONAL PROGRAM BECAUSE: 

The cost of starting such a program and of buying and installing the 
equipment is far beyond the reach of most communities. 

The purchasing of equipment on a large scale reduces the cost of the 
equipment for each center. 

The national aspect of the program provides for the availability and 
distribution of the blood and blood derivatives on a nation-wide scale. This 
provides for supplying areas where disasters or emergencies occur. 

SER VICES TO VETFBANS 

The .American Red cross has a continuing responsibility to the veterans 
of our wars. More than 18 million veterans, who with their families canprise 
32 percent of our population, have emerged from World war II alone. Many of 
them bring their personal and family problems to Home Service in Red Cross 
chapters. Home Service also assists in the filing of claims for government 
benefits and the assembling of evidence to support them. 

More than~ million veterans• cases were hardled by Home Service in 
1946-47 and nearly 12 million dollars was disbursed in financial assistance to 
veterans and servicemen. 

In Veterans' Administration Hospitals a professional staff coordinates 
the work of thousands of Red Cross volunteers who bring entertainment, instruction 
and friendly acts of service to hospitalized veterans. 

The veterans' Administration anticipates an increase of nearly 75% in the 
number of veterans hospitals. This means that in the future the Red cross 
program for hospitalized veterans must expand correspondingly. 

There can be no early reduction of Red Cross services to veterans. 

SERVICFS TO THE ARMED FORCm 

'Ihe Armed Fbrces of the United States totalling 2 million men in today•s 
Army, Navy and Air Force, guard the peace from Central Germany to the 38th 
Parallel in Korea. The Red Cross is with them. Approximately 2,000 Red Cross 
field directors and hospital workers remain on duty to assist servicemen with 
their personal problems and with recreation in hospitals. 

lliE HEALTH AND SAFETY sm VICES 

1he traditional programs of the American Red Cross including Nursing Service, 
Junior Red Cross, First Aid, Accident Prevention, and water safety, Nutrition 
service, \Olunteer Services, College Units must remain staffed and supplied at 
full strength., not only to continue their valuable educational programs for the 
American people but to strengthen and cooperate with Disaster Service, the National 
Blood Program and our Services to the Armed Forces and to Veterans. 
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Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, 
c/o Hotel Commodore, 
Ne 'l York, N. Y. 

Dear Dr. Silver:-

EMBASSY OF' INDIA 

CH NCERY 

2 1 () 7 ,1 AS SAC H USE TT S AV EN U E, N. W. 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 

7th :B'ebruary 19/4.8 

ne are very grr.. teful to you :'.:'or accepting 
our invitation to p"'rticipate in the Memorial Services for 
!.laha tma Gandhi. 

The Services will be held at 4:00 p.m. on 
iednesday, ebruary 11th, in the Dep'-rtmental Auditorium on 

Cons ti tut ion Avenue between 12th and 13th Streets, • :ashington. 

Since President Truman fill not be able to 
stay more than 45 minutes, ne are requesting all the speakers 
to confine their remarks to five minutes. ,e uould very rrn1ch 
appreci~te your letting us have .dvance script by Tuesday at 
the latest. 

.AS:SHS 

Yours sincerely, 

" I -t ..... ~ 
Dr. Anup Singh, , 
Public Relations Officer. 
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