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'l'I JJ EJJ HIS VISION, 

, YOU ALSO G V ,~ OUH 

ED VIG LANCE .. 'INANCIAL U ,pQJH'. HEN 

I'l', YOU HES!TAT ~ ~ 'l') CH1 LL ~NGE 

YOUJ O ¥N • I BEHAL.lt' OF YOU BELIEVEU '1'0 HE 'HE JUS'f IC~ 

PIOUJJ AND 

OUR Pl~OPLI-; ANI OUR '!'IMES . 

o~· 'I ' ::,TAT~' OF 1s7 L 1948. MA .K , ;; , , m;c1 'IVJ~ 

IN JlE\ ISH HISTORY - A B >EAKTHHOUGH - l'H ' 'fRgMENL'OUS CO 

Ut<! ING POIN'f 

.......,_ -
IIICH ONLY 'rH : !i1JTUm,: ILL J;uLLY •!EVEAL,~T IT lb cu;.1~' EVEN 

TH.\T A NEW DAY HAS B.EGU FOR OUR P~~OPLE. r.rHf~ G LUT HAS COME TO AN 

EN)) AND \/I Tl IT MUCH OF TH~ SPIRITUAL 1 N ~ P 'YCHIC EVILS \ HICH 

.. l'T 2 D • J IT. 1'.\KEN PLAC" IN 'Hr; LIVES OF' 

OU PEOPLE EVEPY\ HEHE - A NEW OUTL001 , NE\ ATTITU >ES, 

DI NITY , A R~llORI PRI~ 

l'HgSE FIFTEEN YE, RS H VE BE JN 'J.HEM&Nl>OUS YE1 RS .lt~H OUR PEOPLE 

IN ISHAl!!L, GLOHIOUS IN PLAN ING, GLOUIOUS IN ACHII~VEf\i~T, GLOHIOUS ---I DEF ~SE. NO G , II Ji!; ISH HISTORY IS I urr~ COMP RABLR TO IT. 

MANY }t.., ~1~P.S HAVE BEEN PHOVED GHOUNJ>LESS, SO MANY HOPES HAVE B~EN 
""' 

EXCE~;D1~0, SO MANY MYTHS HA yg BE.~N " P LODeD. - -
T ESg FIFTEEN PROLOGUE Y~~AHS HAVE BE~N YEi\RS OF T . TING. WE 

HAD WRE ~TED F'POM A H~LUC'l' NT \o.ORLD 'fHg RIGHT 'l'() BJ:tXX>ME ONCE AGAIN -------A FH.~E AN!) , .O VEUEIGN P~:OPL J IN ITS OWN HOME. NOW I'£ WAS UP TO US 



EHg NO\w CAST. AN Et OUl{S}!;LVES t " ITlD ro Sr ... ~ h~l'ttgR 

'l'H., JE ISH PJt;OPLE P0S"3gSSEH 'fttl4~ CAP CITY, TlH-' COUH G11;, 'fH" 

P~n 'EVt;R CE ltlC.tt R" R~\,(UI SITE FOR THE J3UILVI G Olt., sr.r ,\TE 

.CHHOUGH TUES£ li,IFT 1~N Y~~ RS.!. l'Hf<~ \o/OHLD AND w1<;, OURS ~LYES, l'rN!c~SSED 
'---

\iIT J.IOUkCIN i , ONOEH ANV ADHP1ATION TH .... UNFOLDING DllAMA 01"'' 

PEOPLE'S INGATHERING AND OF/'NA'fIONAL R"~CONSTRUC'fION 

HAD SELDOM, IF gVER, WITNESSED. 

UCH AS MANKINn 

DUHING THE-~ YEARS ISHAEL MADE GOOD, AND I A .eHEA'fH-TAKING 

WAY, ON LAND, 0 SEA, AND IN 1'Hg AIH, IN CITY, TO\iN AND VIL1_,AGE, IN 

S\'IA~ AND vILDEHNESS, IN SCHOOLS .ANH ACADEMIES, IN SOCIAL SEJ VICES, 

IN THE ~EVIYAL Olt., A LANGUAGE AND A LITERATURE. ISHAEL ALSO MADE 

GOOD ON THg BAT' LE-Jt"IELD, TO THE AM. ZIDIENT OF IT F ... {IENDS AND rrHE 

CON.lt'OUNDING OF IT ENEMIES. 

AND 'fH~ YOUNG STATE, BY ITS lt.,Al 'fH.liUL ALL!!..GIANC!!, 'fO 'rHE FRElt; -
wuHLD' .rn~ l) ' VELOPMENT O.tt' ITS ~ >UCA'f] ONAL SYSTEM AND ITS INSfI'l'UTIONS 

0 1 HIGHEn LEAR ING, I 'rs ADVANCED SOCIAL LEGISLATION, 

11' HAS ~ TgNDEJ) ro TH~ Nfi~\ LY FME.T?GEN'l' S'fAT.J;, OF A.lt,RICA AND ASIA, 

AN11 'ffl~ Mt\IN'fE~JlNC~ 

TH8 h'ORLD TH.tt; GUOUND-TONE Olt., I '£S Cl OSJ-~ WAY Olt., Lllt"'E, ITS I•UNllAMENTAL 

PUHPOSES AND DOMINANT IN'fERESTS AS A NATION. ALL Tt IS HAS FILLED 

US Wl'flt INESTIMABLE PRIDE. I'f HAS BE~~N lt--OH US A RARER GIFT THAN 



MY DEAR FRIENDS: IT IS NOW FIFTEEN YEARS SINCE THE ESTABLISH

MENT OF THE STA TE OF ISRAEL IN 194d. THIS MARKED A DECISIVE TURNING 

POINT IN JEWISH HISTORY -- A BREAKTHROUGH -- THE 1REMENDOUS 

CONSEQUENCES OF WHICH ONLY THE FUTURE WILL FULLY REVEAL. 

THESE FIFTEEN YEARS HA VE BEEN TREMENDOUS YEARS FOR OUR PEOPLE 

IN ISRAEL, GLORIOUS IN PLANNING, GLORIOUS IN ACHIEVEMENT, GLORIOUS 

IN )DEFENSE. NO AGE IN JEWISH HISTORY IS QUITE COMPARABLE TO IT. 

SO MANY FEARS HA VE BEEN PROVED GROUNDLESS, SO MANY HOPES HA VE 

BEEN EXCEEDED, SO MANY MYTHS HA VE BEEN EXPLODED. 

THESE FIFTEEN PROLOGUE YEARS HAVE BEEN YEARS OF TESTING. WE 

HAD WRESTED FROM A RELUCTANT WORLD THE RIGHT TO BECOME ONCE 

AGAIN A FREE AND SOVEREIGN PEOPLE IN ITS OWN HOME. NOW IT WAS UP 

TO US TO DEMONSTRATE OUR TALENT AND ENDOWMENTS FOR THE NEW ROLE 

IN WHICH WE WERE NOW CAST. THE WORLD AND WE, OURSELVES, WAITED TO 

SEE WHETHER THE JEWISH PEOPLE POSSESSED THE CAPACITY, THnCOURAffiE, 

THE PERSEVERANCE WHICH :ARE REQUISITE FOR THE BUILDING OF A STA TE. 

THROUGH THESE FIFTEEN YEARS, THE WORLD AND WE, OURSELVES, 

WITNESSED WITH MOUNTING WONDER AND ADMIRATION THE UNFOLDING 

DRAMA OF A PEOPLE'S INGATHERING AND OF A NATIONAL :RECONSTRUCTION 

SUCH AS MANKIND HAD SELDOM, IF EVER, WITNESSED. 

DURING THESE YEARS, ISRAEL MADE GOOD, AND IN A BREATH-TAKING 

WAY, ON LAND, ON SEA, AND IN THE AIR, IN CITY, TOWN AND VILLAGE. IN 

SWAMP AND WILDERNESS, IN SCHOOLS AND ACADEMIES, IN SOCIAL SERVICES, 



IN THE REVIVAL OF A LANGUAG AND A LITERATURE. ISRAEL ALSO MADE 

GOOD ON THE BATTLE-FIELD, TO THE AMAZEMENT OF ITS FRIENDS AND 

THE CONFOUNDING OF ITS ENEMIES. 

AND THE YOUNG STATE, BY ITS FAITHFUL ALLEGIANCE TO THE FREE 

WORLD, THE DEVELOPMENT OF ITS EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM AND ITS IN

STITUTIONS OF HIGHER LEARNING, ITS ADVANCED SOCIAL LEGISLATION, 

THE AID WHICH IT HAS EXTENDED TO THE NEWLY "EMERGENT STATES OF 

AFRICA AND ASJM, HAS REVEALED TO THE WORLD THE GROUND-TONE OF ITS 

CHOSEN WAY OF LIFE, ITS FUNDAMENTAL PURPOSES AND DOMINANT INTERESTS 

AS A NATION. ALL THIS HAS FILLED US WI TH INESTIMABLE PRIDE. IT HAS 

BEEN FOR US A RARER GIFT THAN THE GOLD WHICH WE HA VE GIVEN TO 

MAKE ITS FOU_DTDA TIONS STRONG. 
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1r 
THE ISRAELI ARE RECONCILED TO A LONG ARAB-ISRAEL/ STALEMATE. THE 

ARAB STATES ARE EVIDENTLY NOT INTERESTED IN SOLVING THE REFUGEE 

-tt Ith\ ~ 
PROBLEM EXCEPT ON THE CONDITION OF~IQUIDAT~HE STATE OF ISRAEL. 

WRITING IN THE APRIL ISSUE OF "FOREIGN AFFAIRS" ON "THE ARAB REFUGEES", 

DON PERETZ, THE AUTHOR OF "ISRAEL AND THE PALESTINE ARABS", stATES: 

"AS FOR THE POLITICAL PROBLEM OF PALESTINE, WE MUST RECONCILE 

OURSELVES TO SEEING IT CONTINUE FOR A GENERATION OR MORE. IT IS AN 

UNPLEASANT FACT OF INTERNATIONAL LIFE THAT THE ARAB-ISRAEL 

CONFLICT HAS PROGRESSED BEYOND A STAGE WHERE SOME NEW BLUEPRINT 

CAN HELP. THE BEST THAT CAN BE HOPED FOR UNDER EXISTING CIRCUM

STANCES IS TO CONTAIN THE CONFLICT THROUGH THE EFFORTS OF THE 

UNITED NATIONS AND THE LARGER MEMBER STA TES. ALTHOUGH CONCILIA

TION IS NO LONGER POSSIBLE, AGENCIES SUCH AS THE U. N. TRUCE SUPERVISION 

ORGANIZATION AND EMERGENCY FORCE CAN CONTINUE TO LIMIT BORDER 

TENSIONS AND CAN PREVENT THEM FROM ERUPTING INTO MAJOR WARFARE. 

AMERICANS OFTEN HOPE TO RESOLVE INTERNATIONAL PROBLEMS 

THROUGH SOME MAKESHIFT MECHANICAL DEVICE -- A PEACE COMMISSION 

OR AN ECONOMIC PLAN. THE ARAB -ISRAEL DISPUTE IS TOO COMPLEX AND 
-t+ 

ITS EMOTIONS TOO DEEP TO YIELD TO SUCH AN APPROACH. THE PROBLEM 

IS NOT ONE MADE UP OF SPECIFIC ISSUES. IT IS, RATHER, A DEEP-ROOTED 

IDEOLOGICAL CONFLICT IN WHICH BOTH SIDES FEEL THAT COMPROMISE 

WILL LEAD TO IRREPARABLE LOSS OF FAR MORE SIGNIFICANCE THAN A FEW 

MILES OF TERRITORY, THE RETURN OF A FEW THOUSAND INDIVIDUALS TO 

THEIR HOMES OR COMPENSATION FOR THE LOSS OF THEIR PROPERTY.'' 

J 
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KEEP THE MIDDLE EAST FREE OF WEAPONS OF MASS DESTRUCTION? 

THE PEOPLE OF ISRAEL ARE DEEPLY CONCERNED AND TROUBLED 

~a.L 
BY THIS COOL, FORW"@, STAND-OFFISH ATTITUDE OF OUR STATE 

~ ~~~ 
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BEEN UNWILLING OR UNABLE TO CARRY OUT THE CLEAR INTENT OF 

THE MANDATE UNDER WHICH IT GOVERNED THE COUNTRY, THAT IT 

WAS HOPELESS TO CONTINUE TO WALK ON THAT WEARY, UNAVAILING 

DIPLOMATIC TREAD-MILL, AND THAT THE POLITICAL BATTLE-GROUND 

HAD DEFINITELY SHIFTED FROM LONDON TO WASHINGTON AND LAKE 

SUCCESS. 

IT BECAME CLEAR TO THE ZIONISTS OF AMERICA THAT THE IA RGE 

AND INFLUENTIAL AMERICAN JEWISH COMMUNITY WOULD NOW HAVE 

TO ASSUME THE MAJOR RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE CONDUCT OF OUR 

MOVEMENT, THAT IT WOULD HAVE TO BE ALERTED AND MOBILIZED 

FOR THE CULMINATING POLITICAL EFFORT NOW THAT THE END OF 

THE WAR WAS APPROACIBNG. IF WE FAILED NOW, THEN THE BATTLE 

WOULD BE LOST -- AND WHO KNOWS FOR HOW LONG? 

WE PROCEEDED TO WORK ON THREE FUNDAMENTAL PREMISES. 

FIRST, THAT OUR CAUSE WAS JUST, INCONTESTABLY JUST AND MORAL. 

WE COULD, THEREFORE, TELL OUR STORY FRANKLY AND HOPEFULLY 

TO ALL MEN OF GOOD WILL IN OUR COUNTRY -- REGARDLESS OF 

CLASS, POLITICAL PARTY OR RELIGIOUS AFFILIATION. WE COULD 

APPEAL TO THEIR SENSE OF JUSTICE AND THEIR HUMANITY. IT 

SHOULD NOT BE TOO DIFFICULT TO TELL OUR STORY TO THE AMERICAN 

PEOPLE AT A TIME WHEN AMERICA WAS WAGING A WAR IN BEHJAI.F 

OF HUMAN RIGHTS AGAINST THE VERY NAZIS WHO WERE SEEKING TO 

EXTERMINATE OUR PEOPLE AND WERE DRIVING HUNDREDS OF 

THOUSANDS OF THEM OUT UPON THE BROKEN IBGHWAYS OF WAN

DERING AND HOMELESSNESS. IT WAS CLEAR THAT WE MUST FIRST 
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WIN THE ACTIVE SUPPORT AND SYMPATHY OF THE AMERICAN PEOPLE. 

IF WE COULD PERSUADE THE AMERICAN PEOPLE OF THE JUSTICE OF 

OUR CAUSE, WE MIGHT THEN ALSO PERSUADE 'OUR GOVERNMENT, 

WHERE WE WERE CONFRONTED WITH A STATE DEPARTMENT WHICH 

HARBORED A SIZEABLE CORE OF ANTI-ZIONIST OFFICIALS, AND WITH 

A PRESIDENT WHOSE ATTITUDE REMAINED CONTINUOUSLY SHROUDED 

IN AN IMPENETRABLE CHARM. IN OUR STRUGGLE WE MUST FIRST WIN 

OVER THE AMERICAN PEOPLE. ITS VOICE SHOULD BE HEARD IN 

WASHINGTON. THIS IS THE DEMOCRATIC PROCESS BY WHICH A FREE 

PEOPLE ALWAYS OPERA TES. AND IT WAS CLEAR, TOO, THAT THE 

VOICE OF THE UNITED STA TES WOULD BE DECISIVE AFTER THE WAR. 

THE SECOND PREMISE UPON WHICH WE PROCEEDED WAS THAT IT 

WAS EITHER NOW OR NEVER. THE HOUR OF DECISION WAS RAPIDLY AP

PROACHING. WE HAD REACHED THE CRITICAL CROSS-ROADS IN OUR 

HISTORY. WE, THEREFORE, HAD TO THROW IN EVERYTHING WE HAD, 

ALL OUR POWER, ALL OUR RESOURCES, ALL OUR RESERVES. THIS WAS 

TO BE THE CRUCIAL BATTLE. THERE WAS NOTHING TO LOSE NOW BUT 

OUR ILLUSIONS. HITLER WAS BRUTALLY AND SYSTEMATICALLY 

DESTROYING EUROPEAN JEWRY. ENGLAND WAS WAGING WAR UPON OUR 

DEFENSELESS REFUGEES WHO WERE BEING TURNED AWAY FROM THE 

VERY SHORES OF PALESTINE TO PERISH IN THE STRUMAS, OR TO 

LANGUISH ON THE "EXODUSES". IN THIS CHAOS OF TERROR AND IN

HUMANITY, OF CONCENTRATION CAMPS AND GAS CHAMBERS, THERE 
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WAS BUT ONE HOPE LEFT FOR OUR DISTRAUGHT PEOPLE -- AND THAT 

WAS A FREE AND INDEPENDENT HOMELAND FOR OUR PEOPLE, FOR 

NOW, FOR TOMORROW, FOR ALL THE DAYS TO COME. AN ELEMENT OF 

IMMEDIACY AND OF DRIVING URGENCY MUST, THEREFORE, INFORM 

ALL OUR ACTIVITIES. WE SIMPLY MUST NOT LOSE THE HISTORIC 

MOVEMENT. 

AND THE THIRD PREMISE UPON WHICH WE PROCEEDED WAS THAT 

THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMUNITY ITSELF HAD TO BE AROUSED TO 

EXERT ITSELF TO THE UTMOST AND TO WORK IN EVERY DIRECTION 

BUT NOT MERELY FOR AN INCREASED NUMBER OF CERTIFICATES 

FOR REFUGEES WHO WOULD BE ADMITTED INTO PALESTINE, BUT FOR 

A JEWISH STA TE. THE ROOT OF OUR MILLENIAL TRAGEDY WAS OUR 

NATIONAL HOMELESSNESS. THERE IS BUT ONE SOLUTION FOR NATIONAL 

HOMELESSNESS. THAT IS A NATIONAL HOME. OUR PEOPLE MIB T NOT 

BE DEFLECTED FROM TIIlS MAIN OBJECTIVE. IT MUST NOT ACCEPT 

MAKE-SHIFT COMPROMISES UNDER THE SPURIOUS APPEAL NOT TO 

DIVIDE THE HOUSEHOLD OF ISRAEL OVER THE ISSUE OF A SOVEREIGN 

JEWISH STA TE. 

THE MAJOR BATTLE OVER THIS ISSUE TOOK PLACE AT THE AMERICAN 

JEWISH CONFERENCE , WHICH MET IN THE SUMMER OF 1943. IT WAS 

THE FIRST DEMOCRATICALLY ELECTED BODY, WHICH IN ITS COM

POSITION REPRESENTED THE TOTALITY OF AMERICAN JEWRY --

ZIONIST AND NON-ZIONIST ALIKE. THE PRINCIPLE ISSUE AT THIS 

CONFERENCE WAS WHETHER TO ADOPT OR REJECT A RESOLUTION 
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FAVORING THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A JEWISH COMMONWEALTH IN 

PALESTINE. AFTER PROLONGED AND UNREPRESSED DEBATE, THE 

DELEGATES VOTED ALMOST UNANIMOUSLY IN FAVOR OF THE JEWISH 

COMMENWEALTH RESOLUTION. THERE WERE ONLY FOUR DISSENTING 

VOTES OUT OF A TOTAL o~ MORE THAN FIVE HUNDRED. THE ZIONIST 

MOVEMENT COULD NOW SPEAK WITH AUTHORITY TO THE AMERICAN 

PEOPLE AND GOVERNMENT IN THE NAME OF THE ENTIRE AMERICAN 

JEWISH COMMUNITY. 

TO WIN THE SUPPORT OF THE AMERICAN PEOPLE AND GOVERNMENT, 

THE AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL, WHICH REPRESENTED 

ALL ZIONIST BODIES IN THE UNITED STATES, THEN LAUNCHED A NATION

WIDE PUBLIC REl.NIONS PROGRAM. ABLE AND DEDICATED MEN, SOME 

OF THEM EXCEPTIONALLY GIFTED IN THEIR SEVERAL FIELDS, WERE 

QUICKLY MARSHALLED INTO SERVICE. HEADQUARTERS WERE ES

TABLISHED IN NEW YORK AND WASHINGTONr EFFECTIVE UNITS WERE 

ORGANIZED IN EVERY PRINCIPLE CITY IN THE UNITED STATES. A 

SPECIAL CHRISTIAN PRO-PALESTINE COMMITTEE OF OUTSTANDING 

CHRISTIAN CLERGY AND LAYMEN WAS FORMED. A NATION-WIDE 

CAMPAIGN OF EDUCATION THROUGH BOOKS, LECTURES, MAGAZINES 

AND RADIO BROADCASTS WAS INAUGURATED. NUMEROUS CONFERENCES, 

AND LITERALLY THOUSANDS OF MEETINGS WERE HELD IN ALL PARTS 

OF THE ID UN TRY. MASS DEMONSTRATIONS AND OPEN-AIR RALLIES 

ATTENDED BY TENS OF THOUSANDS OF PEOPLE WERE ADDRESSED BY 

LEADING AMERICAN PERSONALITIES. IN A CRITICAL MOMENT, A MARCH 

OF THOUSANDS OF WAR VETERANS, JEWISH AND NCN -JEWISH, CONVERGED 

ON WASHINGTON. 
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NUMEROUS LOCAL DELEGATIONS CONTACTED THEIR PUBLIC 

OFFICIALS, THEIR GOVERNORS, CONGRESSMEN AND SENA TORS IN 

THEIR SEVERAL STATES. MANY STATE LEGISLATURES WERE INDUCED 

TO ADOPT PRO-PALESTINE RESOLUTIONS AND TO FORWARD THEM TO 

WASHINGTON. WE SIMPLY KNOCKED AT EVERY DOOR -- THE CON

VENTIONS OF BOTH POLITICAL PARTIES WHICH WERE MOVED TO 

INCLUDE A PRO-PALESTINE RESOLUTION IN THEIR NATIONAL PLATFORMS; 

THE HALLS OF CONGRESS WHERE A PRO-PALESTINE RESOLUTION WAS 

INTRODUCED AND FINALLY ADOPTED. WE KNOCKED ON THE DOORS 

OF THE STATE DEPARTMENT AND OF THE WHITE HOUSE. WE ENLISTED 

THE ACTIVE SUPPORT OF KEY PEOPLE IN EVERY WALK OF LIFE, 

AUTHORS, JOURNALISTS, COLUMNISTS, EDUCATORS, CLERGY, ~ 

POl...l'Ji'l€AL LEADERS -- PEOPLE WHO HERETOFORE HAD BEEN IN

DIFFERENT TO OUR CAUSE. WE SPENT ENDLESS HOURS WITH MINISTERS 

AND AMBASSADORS OF FOREIGN STATES WHO WERE MEMBERS OF THE 

UNITED NATIONS AND ARRANGED FOR IMPORTANT CONTACTS TO BE 

MADE WITH THEIR GOVERNMENTS BACK HOME. IN THIS WE WERE 

ASSISTED BY THE CONCURRENT LABORS OF THE AMERICAN SECTION OF THE 

JEWISH AGENCY. 

IF WE FINALLY SUCCEEDED IN PERSUADING OUR GOVERNMENT TO 

ENDORSE THE 1947 RESOLUTION OF THE UNITED NATIONS WHICH FAVORED 

THE ESTABLISHMENT OF AN INDEPENDENT JEWISH STATE IN A PART 

OF PALESTINE -- IT WAS THE RESULT OF THIS MASSIVE AND SUSTAINED 
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EFFORT ON THE PART OF THOUSANDS UPON THOUSANDS OF DEDICATED 

MEN AND WOMEN, WORKING UNDER THE GUIDANCE AND LEADERSHIP 

OF THE AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL. IT WAS THE RESULT 

OF THE FRIENDLY AND SYMPATHETIC AMERICAN PUBLIC OPINION 

WHICH WAS Fll'MLLY AROUSED AND MADE VOCAL. 

WHEN FOUR MONTHS LATER, AND AS A RESULT OF PRESSURE FROM 

THE OIL INTERESTS AND OTHER BODIES HOSTILE TO OUR CAUSE, AN 

ATTEMPT WAS MADE TO SCRAP THE UNITED NATIONS NOVEMBER RESO

LUTION WHICH FAVORED THE CREATION OF A JEWISH STATE, AND TO 

REPLACE IT WITH A NEW TRUSTEESHIP OVER PALESTINE, WHEN OUR 

ADMINISTRATION SHARPLY REVERSED ITSELF AND ACTUALLY REQUESTED 

THE SUMMONING OF A SPECIAL SESSION OF THE ASSEMBLY OF THE 

UNITED NATIONS TO DO JUST THAT -- AND WHEN OUR WORK HAD TO BE 

BEGUN ALL OVER AGAIN -- IT WAS AGAIN THESE SAME WORKERS, USING 

THE SAME TECHNIQUES OF EDUCATION, APPEAL AND IE RSUASION, WHO 

RETU~D TO THEIR TASKS WITH REDOUBLED ENERGY AND DETERMINA

TION, AND WHO FINALLY SUCCEEDED IN INDUCING OUR GOVERNMENT 

TO RETURN TO ITS NOVEMBER POSITION, AND TO RECOGNIZE THE 

STATE OF ISRAEL WHEN THE ISRAELI PROCLAIMED IT ON May 15, 1948. 

IT SHOULD, THEREFORE, NEVER BE FORGOTTEN THAT IT WAS 

AMERICAN JEWR~ RISING MAGNIFICENTLY TO THE CHALLENGE OF THE 

HOUR, WHICH WAS RESPONSIBLE FOR THE VICTORIES IN WASHINGTON 

AND IN LAKE SUCCESS --NOT THE INTERVENTION OF SOMEONE WHO WAS 
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SMUGGLED IN ONE DAY INTO THE WHITE HOUSE TH.IO UGH A BACK 

DOOR, AND WHO BY THE MAGIC OF HIS PERSONALITY WON OVER THE 

PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES, AND PRESTO, IT WAS ALL DONE. 

THIS AND SIMILAR LEGENDS ARE A NAIVE AND FANCIFUL RECON

STRUCTION OF HISTORY. 

THE FINAL VALIDATING SEAL UPON THESE POLITICAL VICTORIES 

WHICH WERE WON HERE WAS SET BY THE MILITARY VICTORIES OF 

THE GREATLY OUT-NUMBERED AND POORLY EQUIPPED FIGHTING 

FORCES OF THE ISRAELI THEMSELVES -- THE TZ'VA HAGANAH LE

YISRAEL. WITHOUT THEIR VICTORIES, OUR POLITICAL VICTORIES 

WOULD HAVE BEEN IN VAIN. WITHOUT OUR VICTORIES THEIR MILITARY 

VICTORIES WOULD PROBABLY ALSO HAVE BEEN IN VAIN. 

ALL THIS SHOULD BE REMEMBERED AS WE FACE THE FUTURE. FOR 

WHILE THE PRIMARY ZIONIST OBJECTIVE HAS BEEN ACHIEVED, AND 

THE STATE OF ISRAEL IS AN ACCOMPLISHED FACT, THE NEED FOR 

DEFENDING IT POLITICALLY AND MILITARILY WILL NEVER DISAPPEAR, 

AT LEAST NOT IN OUR GENERATION. ISRAEL WILL NOT BE ABLE TO 

ESCAPE THE POLITICAL TENSIONS AND PRESSURES OF THE REGION 

OF THE WORLD WHICH IT IS A PART. DANGER LURKS UPON ITS BORDERS, 

AMONG ITS TURBULENT ARAB NEIGHBORS. OUR WORK IS NOT OVER BY 

ANY MEANS, AND THOSE WHO WOULD RELY IN ALL FUTURE EMERGENCIES 

ON THE INSTANT RESPONSE OF UNORGANIZED SO-CALLED FRIENDS OF 

ISRAEL, WHOSE COMMITMENTS ARE SO VAGUE AND WHOSE STAYING

POWER SO UNCERTAIN, ARE NOT WISE GUARDIANS, IF AM AFRAID, OF 

THE BEST INTERESTS OF THE STATE OF ISRAEL. 
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