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MISSION TO IS.RAEL 

The Disposition of Informational Media Guaranty Funds 
in Israel for Education, Science, Culture and the Humanities 

Report and Recommendations to the Secretary of State 

by Bernard Katzen 
Special Consultant 



THE SECRETARY OF STATE 
WASHINGTON 

July 18, 1956 

Dear Bernie: 

I have your letter of July 17 and your report. 
I wish to thank you for the g:>od work you have done 
in a new and significant field. Your report is an 
impressive demonstration of the importance of the 
cultural and humanitarian work carried on by private 
organizations ln Israel. 

You have importantly helped to provide the 
basis for a program which, if accepted by the Congress, 
can strengthen the ties between the people of the 
United States and the peoples of other friendly countries. 

Sincerely y 

John Foster Dulles 

Mr. Bernard Katzen, 
Special Consultant, 

Department of State. 



REPORT AND RECOMMENDATIONS TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE 

By Bemard Katzcm, SpeciR.l Ccnsul tant 

"The Disposition of Informational lledia Guaranty Funds in Israel" 

In February and March or 1956, I visited Israel under instructions 

from the Secretary of State to prepare reconnnE11dations for the use of 

the Israel pounds which had accrued to the account of the United States 

as a result of the operaticn :In Israel of the Infonn.ational Media 

Guaranty Program. The follow:lng report describes the nature of this 

fund, the terms of reference of fl¥ appointment and the manner i..l which 

I discharged JI\Y responsibilities. It sets forth the criteria used in 

um.king the deoisiais as to which project should be recommended for 

assistanoe--decisiais v~ difficult to make in view of the worthwhile 

nature. of nearly all the projects submitted--a.nd it lists the final 

reoommcmdations. I have also tak,m the liberty of adding several obser­

vations which do not fall within Il\Y terms of reference, but which reflect 

experiE11ce gained in Israel that might be of intertHJC i.a. meeting sor.ie­

what similar situations in other ootmtries. In the ... \ppendix, a number 

or extracts from the Israel press and radio aro given coo.earning this 

missi0ll; these have been includeq not only to show the extensive 

favorable interest it aroused, but to illustrate the degree to which the 

United States oan obtain broad public good will through activity in the 

scientific, educational and cultural fields and the field of the 

humanities. 



THE IMG FU1ID lN ISRAEL ----
The Informational Media Guaranty (IMG) Program r.ia.kes it possible 

for foreign co\lll tries having a shortage of foreign exchan6e to import 

books, periodicals and other informational media from the United States 

through regular corar.1ercial channels. Under this program., f oroign 

importers make payment to the American exporter in local currency, and 

the exporter exchanges the local currency upon application to the u. s. 
Information. Agfillcy, in accordance with the terms of his IMG contract. 

The program is presmtly operating in twelve countriesJ and agreeme11ts., 

which are not at present being used, are in force in fifteen other 

cotmtries. In most of the latter cases, this is because the countrie~ 

concerned are no longer critically short of u. s. currency. Negotiations 

are now in progress look:ing to the extension of the program to still 

other nations. 

Originally authorized under Section 111 (b)(3) of the Economic 

Cooperation Act of 1948a the legal authority for the IMG program is now 

can tained in Section 1011 of the U. S. Information and Educational 

Exchange Act. Administrative responsibility for the program is vested 

in the u. s. Infor.nation Agency., but responsibility f'or the dispositicn 

of the accrued fur ds as a result of the operation of the program has not 

been placed hi the hands of any particular agency within the Executive 

Branch. My mission required and received the suppor·t. therefore., of 

the Departmm t of State, the In temational Cooperation Administration, 

the United States Information Agency. the Treasury DepartmSJ.t and other 
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interested agmciea of the United States Government. 

The mission to Israel was the first ever undertakEn in connection 

with the accumulation of nm Funds., and was necessitated in that country 

because of two factors: (1) the IMG Program in Israel is the largest 

in the world., resulting in a particularly high rate of accrual of local 

currency funds, and (2) the agreement between the United States and 

Israel was the first which limited the expenditure of local currency 

proceeds to scientific, educational and cultural purposes, and such 

other purposes as might be agreed upon between the two govemmenta. 

The size of the program in Israel is indicated by the fact that 

of about $5 million, at current valuations., in local currencies on hand 

over the wtire world as a result of the operation of the program., the 

total in Israel was IL 7.2 million ($4 mill"on) a of April 30, 1956. 

A summary of the accumulations of Israel pounds, by fiscal years., since 

the fir st year of the operation of the program in Israel is as follows: 

Date Guaranty Accowt Interest Account Total 

June 30, 1953 868., 187 ~ 0 - 868,187 

June 30., 1954 3,018,918 14.,482 3.,033.,400 

June 30, 1965 4,962,470 88,344 5,050,814 

April 30• 1956 7,113,147 135,412 7., 248., 569 

Ot the above total, IL 7 million is recommended £or expGnditure. 

The remaining funds, plus current accumulations, have been lef't for 

purchase with f\mds appropriated for the Fulbright program. plus 



appropriations for local administrative expenses of the USIA operatian 

in Israel. 

IMG operations in each cotmtry are based upon bilateral executive 

agreements between the United States and the foreign government. '!he 

agreement on the disposition of IMG funds in Israel was contained in an 

exchange of notes dated June 9, 1952, between the Prime :Minister of Israel, 

David BEm-Guriai, and our than Ambassador to Israel, the late ~Jannett B. 

Davis. The exchange is as follows: 

No. 89 

Excellency: 

"THE FOREIGN SERVICE 
OF THE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERlCA 

AMERICAN EMBASSY 
Tel Aviv 

June 9, 1952 

I have the honor to refer to conversations 
which have recently taken place betwean represEll­

tatives of our twa Governments relating to an in­

formational media guaranty program pursuant to 
Section 111 (b)(3) of the Economic Cooperaticm Act 
of 1948, as amended. I also have the honor to 
confirm the tmderstandings reached as a result of 
these conversations, as follows: 

The Governments of Israel and the United 
States of America will, upon request of 
either of them, consult regarding exports 
of informational media to Israel proposed 
by nationals of the United States of America. 
with regard to which guaranties under Section 
111 (b)(3) of the Economic Cooperation Act 
of 1948, as amended, have bean made or are 
1.mder consideration. 
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With respect to such guaranties, covering 
imports approved by the Gover.runent of Israel in 
accordance with the terms of the aforementioned 
section, the GovernmEnt of Israel agraes that 
Israel potmds acquired by the United States 
Govemmoot pursuant to such guaranties will be 
freely expendable by the United States Govern­
~ent for scientific, educational and cultural 
activities and for such other purposes as may 
hereafter be agreed upon by the United States 
GovemmEllt and the Government of Israel. 

Upon receipt of a m:>te from Your Excellency 
indicating that the foregoing provisions are 
acceptable to the Government of Israel, the United 
States Government will consider that this note and 
your reply thereto constitute an agreement between 
the two Governments on this subject, the agreeooo.t 
to enter into force on the date of your note in 
reply. 

Accept Excellency, the renewed assurances of 
my most distinguished consideration. 

MCNNETT B. DAVIS 

His ExcellE11cy 
David Ben-Gurion, 

Prime Minister and Acting Minister for 
Foreign Affairs for the State of Israel" 

"THE PRIME Mff IS TER 

Jerusalem, 9 June 1952 

Exoellmcy, 

I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of 
your Excellency's Note Uo. 89, dated 9 June, 1952, 
referring to conversations which have recmtly taken 
place betweEl.l representatives of our two governments 
relating to an informational media g,-uara.nty program 
pursuant to Section 111 (b)(3) of tho Economic 
Cooperation Act of 1948, as amended, and to confirm 
that the provisions set forth in that Uote are 
acceptable to the Govemmsit of Israel, which 
considers your Excellency's Note and this reply as 



- 6 -

constituting an agreement between the two Govern­
ments on this subject, entering into force on this 
date. 

Accept, Excellency, the rmewed assurances of 
my most distinguished consideration. 

D. Ben-Gurion 
Prime Iinister and 

Acting ~inister for Foreign Affairs 

His Excellmcy 
Mr. Monnett B. Davis 

United States Ambassador 
Tel Aviv" 

It will he noted that the funds are ~freely expendable by the 

United States Government for scimtific . ., educational and cultural activities 

and for such other purposes as may hereafter be agre ,ed upon by the United 

States Government and the Government of Israel." This provision of the 

agreement was introduced at the insistence of the Israel GoYerument to 

avoid the loss of dollar exchange., and it no,v appears in several other 

agreements. Such a provision has been accepted by the United States 

Government in cotmtries where, for reasons of policy, it has be8!1 

especially desirable to mtroduce informational materials from the 

United States. While the funds accrued 1.mder agreements of this type 

cannot be utilized for general United States expenses., they do provide 

the means through which friendly relations can be cemented by using them 

for cultural. scientific and educational activities of mutual interest. 

In Israel, it was apparent to me from the first that the opportunities 
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provided through the effective use of these funds were particularly 

attractive. The f'tmds are an important pota:itial for use in support of 

the foreign policy of the United States. 

TERMS OF REFERENCE 

The basic terms of refera:ice of -rey appointment as Special Consultant 

are contained in a letter dated January 23, 1956., ae follows: 

"THE SECRETARY OF STATE 

WASHlNGTCE 

Dear Mr. Katzen: 

January 23, 19 66 

I am pleased to have you ae a ccnsultant to prepare 
recommmdations for the disposition of fwds accumulated 
by the United States Governmmt in Israel as a result of 
the operation there of the Inf'onnational Guaranty Program. 
With the concurrence of other interested agencies of the 
Government, I am entrusting you with the responsibility 
for reconunending the purposes, if any, for which approxi­
mately $3,000,000 in Israel currsioy might be expa:ided in 
Israel to turther the common interests of the United States 
and Israel. I hope an agreement with the Israel Govemmmt 
on the uaea of these funds will further enhance the already 
high degree of scientific, educational and cultural co­
operation existing between our two countries. 

The responsible officials of the Department of State 
have been instructed to aaailt you in preparing your 
reconmendatiaia and they will provide any necessary 
additional instructic:ms. 

Mr. Bernard Katzen 

Sincerely yours, 

Signed, 

John Foster Dullea 

360 East 55th Street 
Nflll' York, New York" 
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In additioo., there were certain other conditions imposed by the 

nature of the assignment and by traditional United States Government 

policies. First. since my recocmendations were to be limited to Israel 

currency. it was inappropriate in a country maintaining strin~mt controls 

over its foreign exchange resources to recomnend expenditures for items 

that must be imported from outside Israel en payment of foreign currency. 

'Unfortunately, many worthy proposals were put forward that would have 

required substantial dollar or other foreign currency expenditures. 

Second, it has been the well-established practice of our Government, 

in expending 1\mds abroad, to avoid providing mere budgetary support 

except in the most compelling circumstances. This principle. dictated 

by the prudent desire to avoid continuing claims on the generosity of the 

United States Government, applies with particular £orce to the disposition 

of these i\mds. Finally, it appeared to me desirable to make my reoommEll­

datians in terms whioh would minimize administrative problems and experises. 

While certain administrative costs are \lllavoidable if care is to be used 

in seeing tha.t f\mda a.re expended properly, it seemed wise to keep suoh 

expenditur9s as low as possible, and to meet the irreducible minimum 

largely in local curren~y. 

PREPARATION FOR THE MISSI<Jl 

Following my appointmE11t, I wrote to most of the major Jewish 

organizaticma in the United States,adviaing them of the mission, 

apprising them or the Seoreta.ry•a interest in aiding science, culture and 

eduoaticn in Israel and inviting suggestions aa to possible allocaticns 
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cf the f\md for these purposes. The organizations addressed included 

the American Jewish Congress, Hadassah, the American Jewish Connnittee, 

B'nai B1 rith, the United Jewish Apptial, tho Zicilist Organization of 

American, the Jeldsh \•,elfare Board, the Americen Technion Society, the 

AmericBil Friends of the Eebrew University, Yeshivah University, The 

American ORT Federation, the ;orld Academy for Higher Jewish Studies, 

the JeVT.ish Agency for Palestine, the Jewish ar Veterans, the Order of 

aiai lion, the Jewish National Fund, the Federation of Jewish \ ·omen's 

Organization of New York Ciy, the Jewish Theologicol er.unary, the 

Synagogue Council of America, the American Fund for Israel Instituticns, 

the America-Israel Society, the National Council of Jewish Homen, the 

Union of Orthodox Coneregationa of America, t e Israel Olympics Sports 

Committee, Brith Abraharr~ the Cotmcil of Jewish Federations and ~elfare 

Funds, the Rabbinical Council of American, the American Zionis1. Council, 

the American Committee for the Y'feizmann Institute of Science, and the 

Hebrew Union College. 

This action was taken for several reasons: 

(1) The affinity between the :m.a.jority of American Jewish organizations 

and the scimtific, cultural and educational institutions of Israel is close, 

and cooperation. with the .American organizaticms is an essa1tial courtesy. 

In many mstances, American Jewish organizations have either created or 

support Israel institutious. As an illustraticn, the Teclmicn Society is 

an American organization uevoted exclusively to raising funds for the main­

tenance of Teclmicn University in Haifa, Israel. 

(2) It appeared probe.ble that these organizations would be able to 
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give extremely useful advice, as indeed proved to be the case. 

(3) Since these organizations would inevitably alert their 

representatives in Israel to the nature of my mission, the task of 

assembling wor~hwhile projects in I sra.el for cons iueraticn would be 

f'acili ta ted. 

The ruany useful suggestions transmitted to me by these organizations 

in the United States, the warmth of the reception in Iara.el, and the help 

given by their representatives there, justifiad this approach. 

THE ?.lISSICN lN ISRAEL 

I left for Israel February 12th -and a r riv~d in Tel Aviv Feoruary 14th, 

AJJ. office end facilities wer provided lil our 1mbassy at Tel Aviv. The 

Ambassador. Edward B. Lawson, and hiss aff gave their fullest cooperation, 

thereby enabling me to utilize the Entire time of II\Y stay productively, 

I maintained an especially close relationship with t he representatives of 

the United States Infonnation Agency in Israel, who were kind enough to let 

me draw freely on their experience and wisdol'.)1, 

I arrived in Israel at a time of tension, when the press and public 

were gravely concerned with political and military matters. As a result, 

I expected to find merely a perftm.ctory interest in matters of soiE11ce, 

culture and education. Instead, I found a tremendous need and desire upon 

the part of the people of Israel to achieve new and wider horizons in the 

field of art. literature, musio and general lee.m:ing. 

Ckl the hills outside Jerusalem. imposing buildmgs were rapidly 

taking shape for the new Hebrew University and, despite the £act that 
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construction was still going on, the university itself was a functicning 

reality. The number and interest of the studoots ov rflowin he limited 

halls of Technicn University in the City of Haifa were inspiring the 

creatioo. of a college of sciE11ce comparing favorably with the best of our 

own halls of learning. The Tel Aviv cultural hall, the most spacious 

auditorium and cultural cEl'.lter in the Middle East where the celebrated 

Israel Symphcny will be housed, was nearing•completicn. Archeological 

exploraticns were daily revealine the antiquities of the aees and solidi­

fying the Land of the Bible concept. Book shops were thriving, and our 

om u.s.r.s. Library at Tel Aviv was lending 200 books a day. The day 

after ITrJ' arrival, the Martha. Graham dancers made their debut at the 

Habimah Theatre for a limited 8'lgagement, the tickets for which had beoo 

sold out many weeks in advance. The curator of the SmAll Bezalel n:aiseum 

in Jerusalem guided me around, anxiously de:rn tratmg his inability to 

exhibit rioh treasures of art and antiquity because of limited .facilities. 

Groups of professors at Bar Ilan University and Tel Aviv University 

briefed me en their plans for expansicn to make their universities truly 

great and adequate to satisfy the educatiC11al needs of the most populous 

city in Israel, Tel Aviv. 

From Ein Gev an I.Ake Tiberias with its ruaic festivals, oomparable to 

our own Berkshire Feeti;val in New Digland, to Ein Hod and its Artiats and 

Painters Colcmy, to Beersheba where the Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society Hostel 

helped provide facilities for engineer and scientists experimenting in the 

Negev, a network of schools and :institutiooa •a devoted to vooaticmal and 

~•ioal rehabilitation, agricultural experimmtatim and 1ocial directicn. 
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These w0ro the t!l..l'lgible maiir13statio:1s or the year.1is'lvs o~ the Jewish 

people for knowleclve, cultu!"e ani the h~lllli1iti0s, -11hich have bean • 1gra • -' d 

throut;h thousands o~ years of traditiol'l. Since a.l'lciont times, the Jewish 

?eople have acknowle<l..:,ed leadership onl~r whEr1 coupled with scholarship. f o 

sacrifice has been too great for the Jowish family in assuring the educut ion 

of its children. This respect for scholarship is illustrated by sayings 

of the saGes mich are repres tative of' the innerri1ost thoughts of the 

Jewish people: "If you give me all the silver and gold, diamonds and pearls 

i.a the world, I will not live in a place where there is no leam:ing." 

"A scholar is equal to a king." "If you have only bread with salt to eat 

and a little water to driuk, if you have to sleep on. the ground in misery 

and still you devote your days and night t earning, there is glory tm.to 

you." Small wcnder then that I was besieged by commtmi ty and organi­

zatiooal leaders having deep interest in the a vancement of science. 

education and culture in Israel. 

In early press conferences, and particularly in an address to the 

Tel Aviv Journalists' Association on February 20th, I nade it clear that 

every scientific, cultural and educational institution which felt qualified 

should offer suggestions for the expenditure of the funds~ and that I would 

welcome persa al visits during ll\Y stay in Israel. If perscnal visits were 

not possible, I suggested that interested persons and organizations submit 

memoranda making suggestions and requests. The basic criteria for 

consideration were that the projects had to be: 

(1) In tho scientific, educational and cultural field. 

(2) Caloul·ated to create closer ties between the United Sta.tea and 
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Israel in the particular field. 

( 3) Specific, rather than general in nature. Al teme.tive projects 

were invited. 

(4) In a definite sum and supported by reasonable detail. 

The announcement created widespread interest and enthusiasm. The 

leaders of most of the importa.11t scientific, educational and cultural 

institutior .. s in Israel visited or conu ... 1unicu.ted "lith me. 1 also conferred 

with religious, philanthropic and social leaders and members of the 

Government. Suggestions were submitted by municipalities, such as Haifa, 

Tel Aviv, Jerusalem, Hatanya, Ramat Gan and Beersheba, by kibbutzim and 

by other types of settlements. During nzy- stay, I spoke to approximately 

600 people, to whom I conveyed the friendly in.teriest of our government in 

Israel and in its scientific, cultural and e·ducational institutions. 

Addresses were given to a group nt a reception in the Zionist 

Organizatior. of America House in Tel Aviv, the Tel Aviv Journalists' 

Association, the Jerusalem Journalists' Association, the Commerce an<l 

Jndustry League of Israel and the. Tel Aviv Bar Association Leaders. 

Infonnal discussions were held with co~mittees of professors from the 

Technion and Bar IlM University. Ccnferences were held with Primo i•.:inister 

Ben-Gurion, Foreign uinister Sharett and .. iinister of Education Aranne. 

I also conferred with the !.iayors of Haifa, Tel Aviv, Jerusalem, Natanya 

and Rama t. Gan. 

In all my discussions, I laid the foundation for easing inevitable 

disappointments to many by pointing out: 

(1) The Israel GovernmE11t itself had priorities. 
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(2) Our own Govemmmt had priorities. 

(3) The tremendous number of projects. 

(4) The limitatioo. of funds. 

( 5) The impracticabi.ity of 1.1.e.king too many allocations, which would 

result in grants so small as to have little impact. 

(6) That those suggestions not supported at this time might be 

considered at some future date, so long as the fund kept 

regenerating. 

(7) That the projects had to be such as would receive the approval 

of the Congress, which was the fjnal judge in this matter. 

In meeting the various organizational representatives, no promise of 

assistance was made to anyone, and .it was pointed out that the fmal 

selecticms were to be rnade in the United States. I am convinced it was 

gmerally well Wlderstood that, evEE if a. particular organization or 

project did not get an allocation, the fact that f\mds might be available 

for useful purposes in Israel was of itself an tmmistakable demonstration 

of friaadship by the United States for Israel. 

Particular .nention should be ma.de of the ccmferoncas which were held 

with representatives of the Israel Government. In several infon:ial meetings 

ideas were exchanged as to the best use of the funds. Then, in a more formal 

ccnference on February 29. the Government of Israel preswted its considerod 

views £or the disposition of the funds. A number of these projects were 

clearly ones which fitted into an acceptable pattern of mutual boo.efit, 

such as the Fulbright scholarship program, the construction of a United 

States information and cultural cmter, and the setting up of chairs in 
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American histor/1 literaturo and industrial PlB.nacement in the principal 

universities, and I welcomed the unity of interest betwet11 our govornments 

which these recoanendations displayed. With refarence to other of the 

Israel Govema.ent• s rec,Jm.tnendations, I recognized that they should be 

given a certain priority. I also undertoox to supply to the Israel 

Govern1nent a list of all the reque3ts for as3ist~ce, and I a 6 reed to 

scrutinize carefully any project to which the Israel GovenU11ent objec~ed 

in principle. The basic position, hoNever, was that t."lese funds ,ere the 

property of the United States, and that their use for any scientific, edu­

cational or cultural purposes was entirely a question for the determination 

of the Governmimt of the United States. I emphasized that the necessar,J 

decisions must be taken in the United States after oansultation with the 

interested United states agencies and approval by the Secretary of State, 

and that final action was depend t upcn the p ssage of the necessary 

legislation by the Ccngress. 

I left Israel with about 200 proposals for the use of the I11G f\mds. 

Soce 70 additional proposals which had not yet been prepared in detail were 

forwarded to the United states shortly after m:s- departure. All but a handful 

were supported by responsible persons and were essentially worthwhile. They 

covered the widest ccnceivable range of educational, cultural and soiantifio 

fields, and reflected the interest of virtually every social and political 

grouping in Israel. The problem posed was clearly not one ot finding uses 

for the funds which would be effective and would contribute to better 

u. s. - Israel relations, but to choose a relatively few from 10 many fine 

proposal a. 
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THE PREPARATim OF THE RECOMMfliDATI<NS 

I returned to the Thl ited States an .March 19, 1956, imd was provided 

with staff assistant~ and office facilities L~ the Department of State. 

! ma.de a preliminary oral report to the Secretary of State and to George 

v. Allm, Assistant Secretary of State for Near Ea.stern, South Asian and 

African Affairs. While t he projects already received were being sorted and 

summarized, and the additional projects from Tel Aviv were awaited, I 

entered into n series of conferonces with representatives of the United 

States Infonnation Agency, the International Educational Exchan&e Service 

of the Departr.o.ent of State and the Foreign Buildings Office. Specific 

problems were taka:1 up with the experts of 1hese agencies which would assist 

1n the evaluation of the proposals received. ~ ntm1ber of suggesticns were 

made for the construction of buildings in I srael, for example, and the 

experience of the Foreign Buildings Office in judging costs was therefore 

sought. USU experts conversant with the problems of operating cultural 

centers and libraries and distributing documentary films were consulted with 

useful results. Most important of all, I was fortimate in that Ambassador 

Lawson was called to the United States for consultaticn during 11\Y deliberations, 

giving me an opportunity to secure his excellent judgment ai the program as 

it began to crystallize. 

Another important aspect of the gmieral problem was a legal one. The 

task of working out a program for Israel was a pioneering problem, for which 

no precedents existed. "While it was not specifically a part of my terms of 

refermce to explore the legal side of the questicn, I participated in an 

f'xam1u1Ltion of existing Ce1>.gresaianal authorizaticna in the educational, 
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scienti.f'ic and cultu-ral field, and '">f the let;islative r.1eans by which a 

program could be co.rried out which would best serve the :i! terasts of the 

United States. 

Throughout this period of analysis., I ramained b touch dth re reson­

tatives of the Israel Government. When the broad outl:ines of a progr~m fi~st 

began to emerge., the matLer vVas discuss\3d with Mr. Theodore Y.ol lek., Director 

General of the Prime Minister's office, who was then L~ tho United States. 

Mr. Kollek and I reached agreement 0!1 all es:Jential pobts. ~ s the recom­

mendations were brought to the final 1,tages~ contact was ina:i.ntairi ed with 

Mr. Avraham Salmon., Eccmomic Counselor of the IsJ. .. ael &nbassy. 

As a result of these various consultations., and after a prelL~iaary 

appraisal had bean cor:ipleted of all the project submissions., it was concluded 

that the following principles, besides those discussed L~ the terms of 

reference, should be taken into consideration 1n the fbal recorrnen tion: 

(1) Each individual proposal should der.ionstrate an affinity between 

the United States and Israel, thus contributing to friendly· relations 

between the peoples of the two cotL~tries. 

(2) To assure the proper impact, the individual proposal should 

provide something new., and not meroly continue something already in effect .. 

(3) The program as a whole., to be effective, should contain elements 

appealing as much as possible to all the major social &roupin0s within 

Israel society. 

(4) The geographic distribution of the projects should be taken into 

consideration. A large number of fine projects were proposed for JerusalElll, 

for example., but to accept than all would have denied benefits to other parts 
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of Israel and failed to demcnstrate the interest of the u~ited States 

in those other areas. It was also necessary to consider the availability 

of e~isting facilities. Help· toward the construction of a law library in 

Tel Aviv appeared justified, for example, although a similar request for 

Jerusalem was not considered of equal priority because existL~g facilities 

are more nearly adequate. 

(6) 'Ille program should be balanced with a f6\V recomr:1endations for 

primarily humanitarian causes. Our interest in traditional educational., 

scien tifio and cultural fields should not cause us to exclude other projects 

Which tap deep reservoirs of human sympathy. The allocation of small sums 

for such purposes would have a tremendous appeal, perhaps demonstrating mo~e 

clearly than anything else the continuing interest of the United States in 

Israel. 

R~OlruJENDATI ONS 

A schedule is given belO\, which lists the rccomcendations, by specific 

institutions or projects, for the allocaticn of 7 millicn Israel pounds. 

The schedule also contains a brief description of each project and the 

reason for the recomma:idatiCll. 

The projects listed are in addition to those planned for :inclusion in 

the Fulbright program. I have discussed the Fulbright program in detail 

with the responsible officers in the Department of State, and I give it m:f' 

strangest support. This fine program will meet a number of the needs 

expressed to me by organizations both in Israel and here, and has been takm 

into careful conaideraticm. in preparmg th•ae recommendaticms. 
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Uses for these Israel pound funds which would reduce the need for new 

appropriations were given toppriority. The Goverument of Iara.el and a nwnber 

of agencies in our own government expressed particular interest in setting 

up chairs in American studies in Israel universities, in a book translation 

and publishing program and in the constructio::i of a U. S. cultural center 

at Tel Aviv. Because of the widespread support given to these proposals., 

they were among the first to be selected for inclusion in this program. 

The Government of Israel also expressed particular interest in an Israel­

American Museum F'oundation, cultural centers in several rural comnrunities., 

archeological research and several sciooce projects. To the extent possible, 

these requests have been i.,~cluded in the recommendations. 

In making the other selection s set f orth hero, consideration was given 

to the means through which t he population of I arael could best be reached. 

Three cities--Haifa, 160. 000; Tel Aviv, 420.,000; and Jerusalem., 165,600-­

directly serve the needs of half the population of Israel and are important 

centers for nearby village and rural areas. It was important, therefore, to 

reconmood that a large portion of the total proposed assistance go to these 

cities. and that a fair balance be maintained am::>ng the three. 

A more general--and still more important--oonsideratian was the potenti­

ality of each project for the creation of good will betwem the people of 

Israel and the United States. In additicn to the effort made to select 

projects which will serve the various geographic areas in Israel., an attempt 

has been made to interest the many social groupings in Israel, and to include 

a variety of scientific, educational and humanitarian activities. 

Special mention should be made of the proposed cultural halls at Haifa 
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and Nazareth, where .Arabs represent a substantial portion of the population. 

It is hoped that these, together with the assistance proposed for the YMCA 

at Nazareth, will help to provide the Arab population with social and 

cultural advantages it does not now Enjoy. 

I have alreaey mentioned some of the organizations active in DD.1sic., 

painting and sculpture which have been included in the recommendations. 

Through chairs for American literature in several Israel universities and 

assistance in the book translation and publicaticn program, help would also 

be provided in the field of literature. The proposed program also includes 

the translation into Hebrew of classic and the publication of a number of 

works in both .tJ glish and Hebrew. 

Humanitarian projects ar,e represented by the Home for Blind Jewish 

Girls at Uatanya, which engages in the vocat ional end psychological rehabili­

tation of blind Jewish girls, and a school for the deaf and mute which is 

engaged in similar work for other of the handicapped. It is also proposed 

that a bus of local manufacture be provided to the Israel Foundation for 

Infantile Paralysis to meet its urgent needs for transporting those crippled 

by infantile paralysis to and from rehabilitation centers and :institutions . 

It is recognized that it may not be feasible in practice to carry out 

all the recommendations precisely as they are given. It has not been 

possible, for example, to check thoroughly the information presented by 

ever-~ institution in support of its proposals. This is an administrative 

function that should be performed by our Embassy and USIA personnel resident 

in Israel. It will also be important for our personnel in Israel to make 

the final arrangements for appropriate names and other ties to the United 
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States for the structures built and funds aided, thus provid:ing permanent 

remL~ders to the people of Israel of our help. If, in the judgment of our 

representatives, this cannot be accomplished to satisfaction, the assistance 

should be withheld. 

It is recommwded that, to the maximum extant possible, assistance be 

provided on a direct grant basis. This will not only make the pro~ram 

easier to administer, but it will increase the favorable impact of the aid 

on US-Israel relations by eliminatL~g anything that could be regarded as 

unnecessary "in terf ermce." 

RECOMMEl:JDED PROGRAM FOR ISRAEL I 11 FIDIDS 

(All amounts given L~ Israel Pounds ) 

American Israel Friendship League - Be rsheba 

To provide club premises for the League at Be ersheba. 

'.Ihe League is the cotmterpart of the America-Israel 

Society in the United State~, Its a.im is to further friend­

ship and understanding between Isre.el and the United States. 

By providing quarters for the activities of the League in 

Beersheba, where there are ir..creasing numbers of new immigrants, 

the League Ylould ree.ch an important element of the Israel 

population in a newly developing area. 

Artiste Village ( &l.ai Z icn Foundation) Ein Hod 

To construct a ceramics kiln and/or bililci and equip a 

studio building. 

This project gives support and encouragement to deserving 

and talented pa:inters, sculptors, and other artists working in 

25,000 

10,000 
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ceramics, metal, weav:ing, etc. American artists frequently 

visit and work in the Village, where a house has been set 

aside for their use to facilitate cultural exchange betwe~. 

the two nations. 

Associaticn of the Deaf' and Mute in Israel 

To complete the construction of the Helen Keller Hon~, 

which will serve as the cmter of the activities of the asso­

ciation, and where professional training will be given to 

those who are physically handicapped. 

This project would assist :in training persons requiring 

deep sympatey, care and skilled help before they can progress 

tovtard a useful life in the conmrunity. The training of the 

deaf and mute has long received wide support in the United 

States where techniques hav been developed which a.re used 

through.out the world. 

Bar-Ilan University 

To build an American Scimoe Wing to house laboratories 

for the peysical sciences. 

Bar Ilan is a relatively new instituticn which is intro­

ducing the American college system into Israel. It plans to 

facilitate the exchange of students between Israel and the 

United states and to make a special effort to create a 

cultural bridge between the two ooun tries. 

See also: Chairs in Israel Universities. 

50,000 

125,000 
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i3eth Emmanuel ~:Iuseum - Rama.t Gan 

To add another floor, which will be used as an art 

gallery, to tha museum building now being constructed. 

Among other things, the .. 1useum plans to dedicate a 

large room to American Art. This will be useful £or special 

arllibitions of American artists t work and is expected to be 

an important means of showing to Israel the art and culture 

of the United states. 

Beth Esther 

To purchase a building where orphaned girls will oe 

housed. 

This home takes cs.re of, educate and trains in useful 

occupations homeless girls, mainly rrom OriElltal countries. 

The recor.miended allocation would allow the institutiw to 

buy another building. where forty or fifty additional orphaned 

girls may find a home. 

Beth Ha•a.m - Jerusalem 

To help complete the cultural center in Jerusalem. 

This cultural center is non-partisan and will serve aa 

a meeting place for people in Jerusalem coming from a wide 

variety of cultural baokgrol.Ulda. Educaticnal and cultural 

lectures, courses and seminars are held in the center. 

Beth Hanoar Haivri (YMHA.J YWHA) - Jerusalem 

To assist in teaching the English language. 

Most youth organizations 1n Iara.el have political 

76,000 

6,000 

60,000 
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connections, but an outstanding example of a well organized 

and non-political youth agency is Beth Hanoar Haivri, which 

has 600 members in Jerusalem and is affiliated with the ~orld 

Federation of YMHA•s. It is proposed that a grant be made to 

permit this organization to add the teaching of English, both 

through its classes and its dramatic group, to its other 

activities. 

B•nai B•rith (Yehouda Halevy Lodge) - Tel Aviv 

To assist in financing a revolving scholarship loan ftmd; 

the applicants benefitting therefrom would be those who would 

otherwise be unable to continue their studies. 

This scholarship fund--to be administered by the B •nai 

B'rith, an organization active in the United States--is 

planned to serve a continuing purpose. It would be a revolving 

fWld, and would therefore, make its Lmpact felt in Israel for 

many years. 

Boys' Town - Jerusalem 

To pur~hase equipment for training boys in carpentry 

and associated trades. 

Boys• Town 1n Jerusalem is doing excellent work in caring 

for homeless boys and training them for useful lives. It is 

modeled on Father Flanagan• s Boys• Town in Nebraska. Through 

the purchase of equipmtn t which will be used to teach them a 

trade, more underprivileged boys would have an opportunity to 

become productive, uaef'ul citizens of Israel. 

50,000 

50,000 
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Chairs in : ~rael Universities 

To f~1 • co the establishment of chairs in American 

stud' ns at 1: ~~raw University, ;'[eizmann Institute, the 

:nra.ol Inst:tute of Technology (Haifa Technion), Bar-Ilan 

University, and the University of Tel Aviv. 

It is recommended that chairs be established on a 

gi .. ant ba.sis for a period of from three to five years, 

r e. tho::"" i ban on a perma..'11.ent E11dowment basis. Chairs in 

Amorica:i Civilizatiw, History, Literature, Govemment 

ana/or Industrial Management would be set up to present 

the American wa:y of life on the university level, thus 

acquainting future leaders of Israel with the cult ure 

and accomplishments of the United States. 

Chinuch Atzmai (Elementary School System) 

To establish courses in .American History, and to 

support the teaching of subjects contributing to an 

wderstanding of American ideals. 

Chinuoh Atzmai is an independent school system in 

Israel. It proposes to introduce courses in American 

History, and American ideals are to be disseminated to 

Israel youth who at present have little or no instruction 

in subjects dealing with American life. 

Community Centers - Nazareth, Kirya t Shmone 

To ccnstruct and provide basic equipment for corrummity 

400,000 

390,000 

250,000 
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centers in lTazareth and Kiryat Shmone. 'Ihe buildh1gs would 

contain an auditorium for lectures, dra~atic performances 

and meetings; a library; a reading room and necessary service 

rooms. 

The GovernmEllt of Israel has undertaken to provide the 

land and m1skilled labor for these centers. 

The center at Nazareth would serve a large Arab popu­

latiw where there are few commtm.ity amenities and facilities. 

It is hoped that the center would help counteract the influe .1ce 

that the Communists have among the population of l!azareth, and 

c.:mtribute towara the reduction of local tensio::is. 

The center at Kiryat Shmone in the Norther Gal ilee would 

serve a large population of recent immigrants and would be a 

center from which Western culture and ideas co~ld be dis­

seminated, especially among JEn~s who have immigrated from 

the East. 

Council of the Sephardi Comm.m1ity - Jerusalem 

To construct a ,ving to the post gro.duate college, 

"Bei t liarashall, 0 to be devoted to the study of English, 

American jurisprudence and constitutional government. 

'lhe Sephardic cone.unity in I sre.el is inflv.ential and 

well respected. Through the expanded study of English and 

American law and c;overnment, this important source of com­

nnmity leadership of the coITJmunity will be given an 
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appreciation of American life and thought. 

Ein Hod - See: Artists Village (&iai Zion Foln'ldation) 

EIAS - ·united Service 

To complete the construction of the lIIAS (II ebrevr 

Inu ,igrant Aid Society) hostel in Beersheba and to finance 

the purchnse of equipment which can be procured locally. 

HIAS has long served a useful purpose in Isra.el. It 

is expanding its activities because of the service it can 

ra-ider in the ra.pidly developinc }T egev # where there are 

many new inn,ligre.nts. 

Hadasse.h Medical Organization 

To assist in the constructiC11 of an American win~ to 

the Mothet' and Child Center of Hade,.ssah. 

The Hadassah Medical Organization# Nl American organi­

ze,tion whieh has for r.iany years been active in the medical 

end social welfe.r~ fields of Israel., is planning: a i.lother 

end Child Hospital :in conr1ection with its n.edical center in 

Jerusalem. This assistance would make an important contri­

bution toward the completion of this worthy institution. 

Haifa Mtmicipality 

To construct a cul ture.l c Ell tar ·which ,vould inclu<le a 

library, au<li toriUI!l# ~asiun1# etc. 

45#000 
• 

190,000 

250,000 
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This project is sponsored by the Haifa hlunicipality and 

has been selected because of the impact it would have on the 

growing city of Haifa and the surrounding area. The Haifa 

authorities plan to encourage the use of the facilities of 

the new center by the fairly large Arab population in that 

ret;ian. ThrouGh the center• s use by both Arabs and Jews, 

tha cooter is expected to serve in br:ingh1g the two groups 

closer together. 

:Iazamir 

To support a choir assa~bly sponsored by Hazamir. 

Hazamir is an educational, public, non-profit boey which 

has sponsored the TTorld Assembly of Jewish Choirs. Two 

festivals have been held# in which both American and European 

choirs participated. With the p~oposed assistance, a third 

assembly can be held which will attract a large foreign 

attendance. In Hazamir, represE11tatives of a wide variety 

of political and cultural organizations are united. 

Hebrew Union College - See: Israel-American Archeological Foundati,:n 

Hebrew University 200,000 

To construct and equip a teachers• training school. 

This school will be one of ~rae schools affiliated with 

the School of Education of Hebrew University. It is to be 

used for training teachers and settmg standards for education 

in Israel. (Since 1947 the School of Education has been 

partially supported by the National Coun~il of Jewish Women in 

the united States. !he building would be named tor a 
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great American educator such as John Dewey or William 

Kilpatrick. 

See also: Chairs in Israel lhliversities. 

Home for Blind Jewish Girls (Women's League for Israel)- Natanya so.ooo 

To furnish equipment for and to support the work of 

the Women I s League for Israel among the blind. 

This work is centered at the Batei Haluzot in Uatanya, 

where blind girls are housed and given vocational training 

in order to prepare them for an existence of dignity and 

self-support. At present, they are taught weaving, book­

binding and music, and they are given courses in Braille 

and primary subjects. The pr,oposed allocation would help 

expand the home• a facilities end contribute toward mak:ing 

these girls into happy and useful citizens. 

Israel-American Archeological Foundation 

To restore the historical sites of Megiddo ("Armageddon") 

and Montfort (Crusader) and to finance a limited restoration 

of Subeita (Nabatean); to support joint Israel-American 

aroheologioal expeditions and excavations in Israel, ~npecially 

in the Negev. 

These restorations are expected to call wide-spread 

attE11ticn to these historical sites, and would be excellent 

tourist attractions. 

With respect to the field work, preli,mjnary surveys 

indicate that there is a tremendous amount of aroheological 

soo.ooo 
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exploration to be carried out in the Negev, as well as in 

other parts of Israel, from which information may be gained 

which would contribute to a deeper tmderstanding of our 

Judeo-Christian heritage. 

Israel-American Museum Fotmdatian 

To construct a museum which would house the antiquities 

of Israel and its art treasures, and make it possible for 

them to be studied and enjoyed by all visitors to the 

museum. It would also provide facilities for scholars and 

laymen interested in and studying archeological problems. 

This project would serve as a ca:i.ter for historical 

studies and would be an important tourist attraction. It 

would fill a long-felt need in Israel, where priceless 

treasures and archeologioal findings are unusable for lack 

of display and study facilities. 

Israel Bar Association 

To erect a library wing to house an American Law 

Library" 

In this period of transition, when Israel is modifying 

its legal system and practice from that established by the 

~Mdate, ao t\merican Law Library would be most helpful to the 

attorneys and jurists of Israel and would promote the under­

standing of the Amerioew. legal system. The Association has 

proposed naming the wing after the late Justice Louis Brandeis. 

50,000 
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Iara.el !Joy Scouts Ass0ci11l~i.0n 

To develop the Ce.11trf\l Nat ional Camp for Israel Boy 

Scouts. 

The principles of scouting a.re repre sentative of the 

hi.e;hest idea.ls of westen1 culture an:i civil iz.a .:. --·_; this 

project would help instill T.he se ideab i.!J ,r 1he youth of 

Isrr·tQl . 

Is~t:'1 Crm.servatoira and Aca.denv of, Music - Tel Aviv 

To construct u ~J.r:1-G s room huilding for the Con servatoire 

G!'l j _and nJ.:icttod by the Tei Aviv Municipality. 

Tho Cc~1r..f;rva tc::i r,j !lni.vaa as a train irig school for 

f. '.\H~:i dflns, r~!',ny of rrhv~11 are p!"~Qarin.r; for posi'tions with the 

l t:r~e1 Fhilt!',r:'lo:1 ic Orchestr'.3.--an o;Jtsta! ding m11Si r:-.!l.l 

organizatia.1. Nearly all concert :m1sicia.."ll b. Israel e.t 

prosant are lrn11i[;ra.n ts or have been trained abroad. For th.e 

future., effective local tra:i.nb.~ is required. 

Israel Foundntian for Infantile Par~lysis 

To purchase a bus of local rnanufa.cture. 

The means to trMs11ort those crippled by infantile 

paralysis to and from rehabilitation centers and educational 

institutions is urgently needed by· the foundation. '!he bus 

would also be usod to tro.nsport books and ot~er equipnent to 

the crippled who live at a distance from fi1e Foundation. 

This project would serve both humanitarian and educational 

purposes. 

10.000 

30,000 

14,000 
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Israel Institute or Teclmology (Haifa Technion) 

To erect a Hall of Humanities and Social Sciences, 

which would include the Dt:partmant of Pedagogy for training 

instructors for vocational high schools. 

For some thirt y years the Technion has been devo·ted to 

the professional training of engineers. It is now transferring 

its activities to a new· location 011 Ht. Carmel, vrhere it is 

Endeavoring to broa.dm both the scientific backgrotm.d and 

general education of its student s. Industry demands specialists 

who are concerned wi th human as well as physical problems. The 

Technion hopes to expand its, curriculum by oiffe,ring courses to 

develop a st:nse of t he ec,onomio, human and non- scienti f ic 

aspects of the managerial functi on. The proposed Hall of 

Tiwnanities and Social .Sc i ences wo,uld s ,erve this purpos e. 

See also: Chairs in Israel Universities,. 

Jerusalem School of Archaeology (Hebrew Union College) 

To finance archaeological expeditions in Israel. 

The Jerusalem School of Archa.eolcgy is a branch now 

being organized by Hebrew Union College, Cincinnati, which 

for many years has participated in archeological expeditions 

in Israel. It is particularly noted for its work in the field 

of biblical archaeology,-an.d the president of Hebrew Union 

College, Dr. Nelson Glueck, has an tmusually wide competance 

in the archaeological field. This work should be closely 

coordinated with the work of the Israel-American Archeological 

Foundation. (see above). 

300,000 

50,000 
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Kfar Silver A~ricultural Train~e Institute 

To construct a.n ar;ro-mechanics buildin..,, workshop 

and carpentry shed, a medical clinic, and physics, chemistry 

and biology laboratories buildinl'!s. 

This ae;ricultural tro.inin~ institute is named in ha1or 

of the promi..'1.ent American Jewish leader, Rabbi Abba Hillel 

Silver. It encourages · rivate enterprise in agriculture 

and trains students for agricultural employ-?nent. 

Kilu1eroth Esco Uusic Center (Ein Gev) 

To complete the concert hall a.t Ein Gev where music 

festivals and concerts are held. 

The various festivals held at Ein G ~, patte ed on 

Tanglewood, are outstanding in the cultural and musical life 

of Israel. They attract a large audience from Israel and 

abroad. Aside from its naticmal and international aJpeal, 

the center serves as a point from which ,{estem culture is 

disseminated amon6 the residents of the area. 

Uobile Cinenas and Libraries 

To contribute toward purchasing and equipping mobile 

motiai picture 'lmits and libraries; to pay operating costs 

and salaries of projectionists and drivers for a trial period. 

One of the most important means through which American 

ideals and culture could be spread is through motiC11 pictures-­

particularly through documentary filma. In the border settle­

ments located in remote a.reaa, distant from the urban canters. 

85,000 

50,000 

175,000 
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the settlers {many of them new iornigrants) a.re hungry for 

cultural coo.tacts, and mobile cinemas showing American fil111s 

would have a strong impact. Mobile libraries distributing 

American books and ma.uazi.Yl.es from the United States Infor­

a.ti<n Service Library in Tel Aviv would also be well 

received and most effective in achieving this purpose. 

This activity should probably be ta.ken up by the United 

States Infonnation Agency a.a a. pa.rt of its regular program. 

ORT - See: Transla.ticn and Publication Frogram. 

Pa.rdess Katz Ma.abarah 

To construct and equip a. nursery. 

The operation or nurseri,ea, for underprivileged children 

and orphans is one of the many fme social welfare projects 

carried on by the Agudath Israel World Organization. 1his 

project combines educational and hwna:nitarian activity in a 

worth-while area. 

P 1 eylim 

To organize a permanent stnnmer camp for 1.mderprivileged 

children. 

P1eylim is an organization of American student voli.mteers 

in Israel which is working towards the integration of the new 

immigrant children in Israel, while advancing American ideals 

or open-mindedness, f'air play and democracy. A permanmt 

summer oamp where ita activities oould be expanded and co­

ordinated would do 111Uoh to carry out thia uaetul work. 

55.,000 

40,000 
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Rabbi Kook Found.9.tion - See: Translation and Publication Pro6ra.m 

Science Laboratory - Herzlia Hir;h School, Tel Aviv 50,000 

To construe· and eq~ip a laboratory whi~h is intended 

to serve as a pilot project an i which 1ould help to cuide 

Israel ed ca tors in ph.nni."'lg tht:3 curricula of Israel high 

schools. 

It is proposed to na.."'ne the laboratory after tha American 

statesma.~ and sci~1tist, B jami.'1 Fr~"lklin. A laboratory of 

this type would be helpful ir. planni."'lg for the future or 

sciootific educatio11 in the high schools of Israel. 

Technion - ~ee: Israel In~titute of Technology. 

Tel Aviv Cultural Canter 

To assist in the cor.1ple"tio!1 of the Tel Aviv Cultural 

Center, which will serve as gatnarin point for civic 

and cultural groups in Israel and will house the Israel 

Philharmonic Orchestra. 

The large foyer will be .nade available to the United 

States Embassy in Tel Aviv for meetin~s, receptions, etc. 

This project is sponsored by the 1'\micipality of el Aviv, 

and will serve as an important con tar for culture and 

educaticn in i srael as a whole. 

Torah Shelemah Institute 

To purchase locally a valuable library or four thousand 

volwnes which would add greatly to the research tacilitie1 of 

the :institute. 

300,000 

20,000 
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The institute is sponsored by the American Biblical 

mcyclopedia Society for the purpose of foster:ing biblical 

research. The membership of this cultural orga~ization 

includes outstanding scholars and collDllunity leaders. The 

purchase of this library would assist the :institute in 

its worthwhile task of tro.nslating and publishing 

biblical literature. 

Translation and Publ~cation Program 

These funds would be used to fina~ce the translation 

of American and world classics into Hebrew; at least fifty 

percait of these translations would be of American books, 

including translations of American textbooks and technical 

manuals which would be used by v orkers and foremen in 

industry. 

It is believed that the translation o technical books 

would be helpful in encouraging private initiative in 

industry, and in spreading American technical knowlc~c to 

the -worker level in Israel. The Israel Government would 

supervise much of the translation work. In addition, it is 

recommended that the following organizations or institutions 

participate fa this allocation: The Rabbi Kook Foundation, 

The {orld Academy of Higher Jewish Studies in Jerusalem 

and ORT. 

United States Information Center and Library 

To ccnstruct a library, auditorium, workshops and 

40J,OOO 

475,000 
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offices for the United State~ Information Agency, exclusive 

of those offices included in the u. s. Embassy Building. 

This proposal would save u. s. tax money by investing a 

government-owned building which would provide more ade-

quate facilities for the infonlV¼.tion program in Israel. 

University and Teacher-Training ScholarshiFs 

To finance Israel scholarships over a period of three 

to five years at Hebrew University, Weizmann Institute, the 

Israel Institute of Technology (Haifa Technion), Bar-Ilan 

University and the University of Tel Aviv, in courses of 

study which would cor:tribute to closer United States-Israel 

understanding. 

University ot Tel Aviv - See: Chairs in American Universities. 

100,000 

Water Desalting Research 200,000 

To finance a program of scientific research and 

development in the field of desalting of water. 

This project is to be carried out in conjunction with 

the Weizmann Institute and would be related to the desali­

nation research coordinated by the United States Department 

of the Interior. The results of this stucy should be or 

great value to both the United States and Israel. 

Weizmann Institute - See: Water Desalting Research. 

Se~ also: Chairs in Israel Universities. 

World Acad85Y of Higher Jewish Studies in Jerusalem -

See: Tre.nalatiCll and Publicaticn Program 
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World History of the Jewish People 

To finance historical research on the Jewish 

people. 

The over-all objective of this special organization, 

operating under the name, "'lorld History of the Jewish 

People," is to publish a -n.ev1 history of the Jevlish people, 

of which a part will be devoted to the establishment of the 

State of Israel and the part that the United States and 

American Jowry played in it. It is proposed that assistance 

be provided toward the latter work. 

Yo\m.g Men's Christian Association - Nazareth 

To provide a buildmg for the Uaze.reth YMCA. 

The Young Men's Christian Association in ~azareth is 

\Ulder the administration of the American and Canadian 

National Board. While the organization is alree.ey carrying 

on useful work in Nazareth among the Arab population, it is 

believed its influence would be greatly increased if' it had 

more suitable quarters at its disposition. This ~uld help 

it to combat the influence of the Conmnmist elements which 

are active in that area. 

Zebulcm Israel Seafaring Society 

For repairs to engines which the Society can use to 

expand its activities. 

The Society was founded twmty years ago as a non-

profit organi&&tlcn to tram young mm tor the merchant marine. 

75,000 

50,000 

10,000 
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It has rnaintainerl ties with similarly interested groups 

in the United States, and a srrAll allocation of funde 

would be very helpful in carrying on this use:'ul work. 

Zionist Organization of AmericE.., 

To establish a. bureau of inforn:a Lion on PJUerico., t.o 

establish classes in m6lish and American ljterature, to 

finance sem.il ars on American topics, and to reconstruct the 

librnry, thea.tre, and concert hall of the ZOA House, Tel Aviv. 

The ZOP~ House is sponsored by the American Z icnist 

Organization. The Americru, cha.rRcter of the sponsori.!lg 

organization and its influence on a nw.1ber of groups in 

Israel make it desirable to help this orianization to 

encourage interest in the United States. 

Admin istre.tion 

TOTAL 

CONCLUDDTG OBSERVATIOU S 

75,000 

20,000 

The ove:nrhelminc; favorable response in Israel to this mission, as 

illustrated by the press reaction, the reactions of political leaders 

and--most important of all--the reactions of countless people in the 

rar1k and file of organizations reaching into every strata of Israel life. 

suggest that local currency funds may also be useful in other countries 

to promote friwdly relations with the United States through science, 

education and culture. This would provide a drwnatic new approach to one 

of the most bas~c problems m our foreit.71 relations: the creation of 

good will for our O'Wll cotmtry amonc tho broad masses of foreign peoples. 



- 40 -

This approach has a number of important points to coI!!?Tlend it: 

(1) The other means at our disposal, as the Department of ~tate 

and United States Infonnatirn1 Agency have often pointed out, are limited 

in the extent to which they can appeal to many sevnents of forei€71 

populations. The effectiveness of the United States Information Agency 

has by all reports been increasine, and the educational exchange pro~ram 

of the DepartmE11t of State is understood to be doL~g a fine job among 

English-speaking students, teachers and government leader. We have not, 

however, developed adequate means to reach deep :into the population of 

many countries. 

(2) Any assistance given to education.a~ scimtific and cultural 

institutions abroad comes immediately to the attention of large nurJbers 

of interested people, working voltmtarily in those organizations, in a 

sense that other types of aid o.tten do not. Frequently, the very types 

of economic and technical assistance that are most effective have little 

impact on the masses of people until, with the passage of time, ge11eral 

living standt.rds are improved. Even when that time arrives, little 

credit may be given to the United States because of the impersonal, long­

term nature of the assistance. Mlile this ma.lees such assistance no less 

necessary, help to educational, scientific and cultural organizations is 

direct and personal, and the dividends in friendship and good will are 

therefore immediate. 

(3) The sharing by the United States of its technical knowledge, 

even where our assistance is widely known and appreciated, necessarily 

implies a measure of United States superiority which is orten privately 
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resented. In a program of the suggested type, we can meet the foreign 

people en a basis of complete mutual respect. Our assistance need have 

no connota.tioo.s of superiority; it may even provide the means to show 

our recognition of the fact that we have many things to learn from others. 

More than that, :in the scientific field we :may well assist other countries 

in developing pr:inciples and techniques which will benefit ourselves. 

(4) Economic aid for development purposes is necessarily expmsive. 

Technical assistance, while requiring smaller sums, demands the presence 

abroad of highly salaried technicians, paid in dollars. Assistance with 

a widespread impact in the eiucational, scientific and cultural fields can 

be provided with local currencies alreaey m the possession of the United 

States, and the amounts needed are small. 

( 5) While the proposed approach is a new one, the granting of 

assistance to educational, scientific and cultural :institutions, many of 

them with important humanitarian responsibilities, would nevertheless fall 

wi. thin a great American tra.di tion. We have been lalOwn throughout our history 

as a people with a heart, always ready to provide assistance to sufferers 

from earthquake, famine, and other catastrophies. Our major aid programs 

are represmtative of this same generosity of spirit, but they are planned 

and administered on the basis of cold technical and economic facta. Yet, 

the greatest thited States successes in making friends abroad have been 

those in whioh we have acted in a direct and human way. I respectfully 

suggest that we ccntinue to follow thia winning combination of warmth and 

effectivaneas by adopting the proposed new approach to the making of frienda 

abroad. 



APPiliDDC 

PRESS AUD RADIO REACTIClT 

One of the most sit,1-ifinant ~spects of ?T\Y missioo. was the rencticn 

of the Israel press and radio. For a long period, the press had been 

concentrating on the need for arras and the dan ger of Arab attack. 

Resmtment was bei.~g voiced dF.l.ily at the failure of the thlited States 

to supply defensive arms an d equipment. In spite of all this, the 

press--which is a froe pross and voi~es opu1ions running from the 

extramo left to the extreme r ight- -was nenrly unanimous in greeting rrzy 

mission with warmth and cordiality . The se.me was t rue of the Israel 

radio. This reaction enabled e to public ize t he purpose of nzy- mission 

and secure the widest covera6e f or the theme of investment in friendship. 

The following are excer~ts fro~ the press and radio which throw light on 

their reacticn to my mission. ·:roven around a pattern of human interest 

articles, such as "Man with a {ission," "u. s. Invests in Culture." 

"U. s. Invests in Friendship," aro soL1e of the excerpts of the press of 

Israel in relation to rrrJ' mission. 

He~ut - January 29 

SPECIAL CONSlJLTAliT OJ USE OF U. S. FUUDS IN I SRAEL CURRllTCY 

"Mr. Katzen ••• will pres ant his suggostions and advice to 
the United States State Departinent on how to use those funds 
for the benefit of science, education and culture in Israel 
and for stronger ties between the two countries." 
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Jerusalem Post - January 29 

1111:r. Katzen ••• told newspaper men the accwnulated 
funds would be used to further scientific, cultural and 
educational i.."1.stitutions in Israel so as to help build 
a 'close affinity between Israel and the United States.'" 

Jerusalem Post - February 15 

U. S. CULTURAL FUNDS TO BE IlIVESTED HERE 

"The money ••• would be used in educational, scientific and 
cultural fields so as to bring a closer affinity between 
Israel and the United States, the American State Department 
Special Envoy promised on arrival••• " 

Haboker - February 15 

" • oney will be used to set up enterprises and i."lstitutions 
which will help••• Israel and aid the country's cuLtural 
and economic development :in close cooperation with the 
United States ••.• " 

~aboker - February 16 

" ••• Nation welcomes :.1r. Katzen ••• " 

Radio Kol Isra!l - February 20 

Mr. Katzen stated "that he was particularly impressed with 
the soientific, educational and cultural institutions in 
Israel and their development plans, and he declared that 
Mr. Dulles expressed to him before his departure his satis­
faction that the funds in question would be used to the 
bE11efit of such institutions." 

Jerusalem Post - February 21 

THIS MAN IS GIVJNG OUT e½ MILLIClr POUlIDS 
(With Picture) 

" ••• Every scientific, cultural and educational institution 
in Israel will have its claim for assistance considered. 
Bernard Katzen United States State Department Cultural Ehvoy 
told the press•••" 



- 3 -

Haaretz - February 21 

BERNARD KA '.r"lEN ' S VISIT 

11 
••• Secretary Dulles sent Katzen to I srael to deal 

with the distributi0n of these funds amongst the 
appropriate institutions here••• After he decides 
how the money should be distributed, he will submit 
a report to Secretary Dulles•••" 

Davar - February 21 

" ••• United States Government has decided to allocate the 
six and one-half million potmds for cultural, educa tional 
and scientific purposes in Israel, Ben1ard Katzw., Special 
Envoy disclosed ••. Will meet with Israel Governmwt and 
U. s. Embassy••• Make his r eport to the State Department 

.!,!. Ha.mishmar - February 21 

"The United States State Departma1t Special Cultural Envoy, 
Mr. Bernard Katzen ••• is preparing in coop 1eration with 

••• 

U. S. Embassy a pl an f'o r distribution of a grant in the 
amount of 6,500,000 pounds amongst the cultural, educational 
and scientific inst itut ions in the eowit r y • • • 1~1r. Katzen 
said many things in praise of the State of I srael and its 
cultural stan de.rd." 

Haboker - February 21 

" ••. The United States Government invested ten million 
dollars in the I .u.G. Program, four million of which is in 
Israel alone••• It was decided on its gratis distribution 
among Israel institutia.1s ••• Dulles appointed Katzen to 
carry out this mission in Israel••• Mr. Katzen added that 
after a stuey of the matter he will report to Mr. Dullea. 
••• The final decisicn will be made by Congress••• in the 
opinion of the guest, the agreement of Congress might serve 
as a precedent for the future." 

Lamerchav - February 21 

"Mr. Katzm said that during talks he has had with the u. s. 
Secretary of State the latter expresseed that these funds 
should not be used by the United States Govenment for its 011n 
purposes but should be given to Israel for their development.n 



L'1cho de Israel - February 21 

"Mr. Bernard Katz en .•• Special Ehvoy to Secretary Dulles 
said 6,500,000 pounds are to be distributed amongst the 
cultural and scientifj c institutions of I sre.el." 

Letzte ,!yes (Yiddish) - February 21 

(Same as L1Echo _?.! Israel, above) 

1Iaariv - February 21 

u. s. FllBASSY WAITING ROOM CHOCK FULL - -
"Katzen •.• here on a very important mission an behalf 
of Secretary of State Dulles to distribute 6,500,000 
Israeli pounds." 

Jerusalem !2.!! - February 22 

u. s. :INVESTillG IN FRIENDSHIP 

" ••• United States is :ma.king an investment in .friend­
ship by giving away to Israel scientific, cultural and 
educational bodies the 6,500,000 po,mds it has accumu­
lated from June 1952, said Berna.rd Katzen, Special 
Consultant to the State Department." 

Jerusalem Post Editorial - February 22 

IlIVESTMENT IN CULTURE 

"In June 1952, Prime Minister Ben-Gurion and the late 
u.s. Ambassador Mennet B. Davis signed an agreement w.der 
which Israel would be able to import American books, 
periodicals and newspapers against dollar payments by the 
U.S. Government to American publishers. '!he books were to 
be paid for in Israel pol.mds and the money realized to 
remain in Israel. 

In less than four years which have elapsed since that 
time, a sum of ILG.an. hae accumulated here. Visiting 
Israel at the moment is Mr. Berna.rd Katzen, special State 
Department consultant on the use of local currencies 
acquired by the u. s. in Israel under this scheme, which 
ia now called the Informatia:l Media Guarantee programme. 
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Ile is working out a series of recomr.iendations for the 
use of this money for cultural purposes within Israel 
and, in his own words, it will be a gift "with no strings 
attached" to the ore;enizations and purposes selected for 
benefit. 

Mr. Katzen' s visit serves to highlicht the tremendous 
impact this far-sighted 9chem.e of the investment of the 
spirit of a great people in the spirit of other peoples, 
which the I .M. G. progra.rnme has had in Israel and other 
lands. That this country alone has taken 40 per cent of all 
the books allocated under t:..'1.e scheme is an indication of the 
local tl1irst for knowledge of America and what its writers 
have to say. Although to the superficial observer I.M.G. 
may appear too much in the guise of the floods of popular 
paper-backs, the greatest emphasis of the scheme has been 
on the veritable flood of major works on science, philosophy, 
art, good liter~ture, criticism, poetry and every facot of 
human knowledge. 

Because of the paper-backs, together with a eood deal 
of the meretricious product of Hollywood, there is sometimes 
a temptation to overlook the dominating pos i tion in the 
Western world that America occupies in culture and the 
pursuit of goals of the spirit. Probably in no other 
country in the world is there so much serious music heard, 
are so many scholars given facilities to vrork in condi tiorLs 
favourable to spiritual Erovrth. ~cientifio research 
institutes abound and in this connection science has a v~ry 
wide connotation ranging through things material into those 
bordering on the vast unexplored areas of the mind and the 
general context of human behaviour. If America has won 
undisputed first place in our mocern technological civili­
zation, it has paralleled that achiever.ient :in the cultural 
and spiritual sphere; very much in the same wcy as the 
goldm age of the Italian renaissance owed so much to the 
nexus between those who laboured in statecraft and commerce 
and those whose field was the expression of the age through 
the flowering of the intellect. 

In fact, it has been said that today American tech­
nological development has reached the state where it passes 
over naturally into the fields of art and aestheticism and 
the two being fused together into a new phenomenon of 
wholaneas which blurs the outmoded clear-cut line which 
a:.ce deim.rcated the two. 
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Through the I.M.G. programme Israel is being given 
an opportunity to come close to the new values be:ing 
worked out in the United States. It is indeed a noble 
crowning of the process that the material revenue which 
came out of the venture should now be reinvested in further 
cultural advances and in fostering through such channels 
an affinity between two peoples. 

Nowiny Po1·anne Morning News (Polish) - February 23 

" ••• Mr. Katzm came as an advisor of the State Depart­
ment to recoIJDl.end to his Goverrunent how this money should 
be distributed among scientific and research institutions. 
Th~ plan looks beautiful indeed••• The idea is excellmt 
••• Shows American Government willingly offers us this 
money and eager to help our scientific institutions ••. " 

Kol Israel - Kol Zion Lagola - February 24 

(Quoting Mr. Katzen in a radio interview:) 

"It was my pleasure to discuss the situation with Secretary 
of State Jolm Foste,r Dulles end I am very happy to say that 
the Secretary or State was: wa.rm:ly receptive to doing some­
thing about these Israel pound.a••• When we discussed the 
question of allocating them for the scientific, cultural 
and educational inati.tutions of Israel he readily acquiesced. 
He thought it was a wonderful thing and he thereupon appointed 
me as a Special Consultant ••• to recommend how these funds 
should be allocated and granted. ••• The United States does 
not invest these f'lDlda for commercial benefits. We do not 
make a profit on it. These are out and out grants. Our 
Govemment• s aily investnunt; Mr. Dulles only inves12nent, 
our hope for investment returns, are in friElldship... This is 
what we hope to achieve and we know we will achieve because 
what has already been demonstrated and what I have seen here 
in this country is the good will, the closer affinity between 
the United States and Israel in the scientific, cultural and 
educational fields." 

De.var - February 26 

AMERICAN BOOK SALE FlN DS - lNVESTMmT m FRIENDSHIP 

"'The awn of 6,500,000 po'lD'.lds which will be spent in Israel 
on development or cultural projects are an investmmt in 
Iarael-Amerioan friendship.• Mr. Katzen, State Department 
Special Envoy to Israel said these words at a meeting of the 
Conmeroial and Industrial Club 1n Tel Aviv." 



Jerusalem Post - February 26 

MAN WITH A MISSICW 

" ••• He is Special Ehvoy to United States Secretary 
of State John Foster Dulles and his job here is t o work 
out plans for allocation of money••• Mr. Katzen said 
his task was the token of good will between the United 
States and Israel and I feel good about it because any­
body who helps foster good will and friendship has the 
right to feel good•••" 

Here and Now - Weekly Magazine - February 29 

A IAVISH GIFT FROM WASHIUGTCN 

" ••• Mr. Katzen regards his ovm mission as being in 
line with American record of mutual assistance. 

Jerusalem Post - March 2 

KATZEN LAUDS u.s.-ISRAEL AFFDHTY 

"The IL7.5m. that ha d accumul a t ed here for t he U.S. Govern­
ment from the sale 0£ American publioa.tiana, and which is 
to be spent here, w,ere an ' inveetmmt in friendship,, Mr. 

Bernard Katzen , t he U.S. Secretary of State• s Special Envoy, 
said at a cocktail part,y in his honour at the Dan Hotel 
tonight, on the eve of his departure after a two-week stay. 

Mr. Katzen will present his recommendaticns to Mr. Dulles 
on how best to spend this sum, •to further this country's 
cultural, scientific and educational development. 1 No formal 
commitments have yet been made on the many suggestioc.s that 
Mr. Katzen heard here and a.broad. The final recommendations 
would be made after consultations with the Israel Government, 
the State Department, U.S.I.S and U.S.O.M. Mr. Katun said. 

'To leave this hospitable State of Israel after so short 
a time is to me a matter of profotmd regret. To come to this 

country aa messenger of goodwill of rey Government has been a 
unique experience, one I will cherish in years to come. 

•During nzy- brief stay I have had the opportunity to 
witness some of the splendid characteristics which make for 
the vitality of Israel. My impressioo.s have been manifold. 
But they have all confirmed my conviction that our two 
countries are finnly tied together by comm.an aspirations. 
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1 '.lhe pu~pose of nzy- mission • • • is to make recommendations to Secretary of State Dulles on the use of some IL7.5m. that have accumulated here to the credit of the U.S. Government from the sale of American publications under the Information Badia Guaranty Program. 

'This programme launched in 1952 in cooperation with the Government of Israel, has enabled this country, as it has nations elsewhere, to acquire American literature, records, etc., for local currency, while the U.S. Government has reimbursed the American publishers in dollars. 

1Israel 1 s share in this plan has been considerable--some 40 per cent of the total volume transacted by the u.s. in all countries that have subscribed to it. This substantial per­
centage is eloquent testimony, not only to Israel's cultural stature, but also to the affinity that exists between our 
two cotmtries, 1 Mr. Katzm stated." 

'l'ATE- FD, Wash ., D. C. 



MISSION TO ISRAEL 

The Disposition of Informational Media Guaranty Funds 
in Israel for Education, Science, Culture and the Humanities 

Report and Recommendations to the Secretary of State 

by Bernard Katzen 
• Special Consultant 



REPORT .AND RECOMMENDATIONS TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE 

By Bernard Katzen., Special Consultant 

"The Disposition of Informational 11edia Guaranty Funds in Israel" 

In February and March of 1956, I visited Israel under instructions 

from the Secretary of State to prepare recommwdations for the use of 

the Israel pounds which had accrued to the account of the United States 

as a result of the operatioo m Israel of the Informational Media 

Guaranty Program. The followmg report describes the nature of this 

fund, the terms of reference of my appointment and the manner m which 

I discharged nw responsibilities. It sets forth the criteria used in 

making the decisions as to which projects should be recommended for 

assistanoe--decisions very difficult to make in view of the worth,·lhile 

nature. of nearly all the projects submitted--and it lists the final 

reoommai.dations. I have also taken the liberty of addine; several obser­

vations which do not fall within my terms of reference, but which reflect 

experiooce gained in Israel that might be of intere~b in meeting some­

what similar situations in other countries. In the Appendix, a number 

of extracts from the Israel press and radio are given concerning this 

mission; these have been included not only to show the extensive 

favorable interest it aroused, but to illustrate the degree to which the 

United States can obtain broad public good will through activity in the 

scientific, educational and cultural fields and the field of the 

humanities. 
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THE IMG FUND IN ISRAEL - --
The Informational Media Guaranty (IMG) Program makes it possible 

for foreign cow.tries having a shortage of foreign exchange to import 

books, periodicals and other inforraational media from the United States 

through regular commercial channels. under this prograin, foreign 

importers make p~nt to the American exporter in local currency, and 

the exporter exchanges the local currency upon application to the u. s. 

Information Agency, in accordance with the term.s of his IMG contract. 

The program is pressitly operating in twelve countries; and agreemwts, 

which are not at present being used, are in force in fifteen other 

cotm.tries. In most of the latter oases, this is because the countries 

concerned are no longer critioally short of u. s. currency. Negotiations 

are now in progress looking to the extension of the program to still 

other nations. 

Originally authorized under Section 111 (b)(3) of the Eoonomio 

Cooperation Act of 1948, the legal authority for the IMG program is now 

contained in Section 1011 of the U. S. Inform.a tion and Educational 

Exchange Act. Administrative responsibility for the program ia vested 

in the u. s. Information Agency, but responsibility for tihe dispositicn 

of the accrued funds as a result of the operation of the program has not 

beEn placed hl the hands of any particular agency within the Executive 

Branch. My mission required and received the support, therefore, 0£ 

the Departmmt of State, the International Cooperation Administration, 

the United States Information Agency, the Treasury DepartnlEnt and other 
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interested agencies of the United States Government. 

The mission to Israel was the first ever undertaken in connection 

with the accumulation of IMG Funds, and was necessitated in that country 

because of two factors: (1) the IMG Program in Israel is the largest 

in the world, resulting in a particularly high rate of accrual of local 

currency funds, and (2) the agreement bet\veen the United States and 

Israel was the first which limited the expenditure of local currency 

proceeds to scientific, educational and cultural purposes, and such 

other purposes as might be agreed upon between the two governments. 

The size of the program in Israel is indicated by the fact that 

of about-.$5 million, at current valuations, in local currencies on hand 

over the entire world as a result of the operation of the program, the 

total in Israel was IL 7.2 million ($4 million) as of April 30, 1956. 

A surmnary of the accumulations of Israel potmds, by fiscal years, smce 

the first year of the operation of the program in Israel is as follows: 

Date Guaranty Acco1.mt Interest Account Total 

June 30, 1963 868,187 - 0 - 868,187 

June 30, 1954 3,018,918 14,482 3,033,400 

Jwe 30, 1955 4,962,470 88,344 5,050,814 

April 30, 1956 7,113.,147 135,412 7,248,559 

Of the above total, IL 7 million is recommended for expenditure. 

The remaining fwds, plus current accumulations, have been lef't for 

purchase with f'tmds appropriated for the Fulbright program. plus 



appropriations for local administrative expenses of the USIA operation 

in Israel. 

IMG operations in each country are based upon bilateral executive 

agreements between the United States and the foreign government. The 

agreement on the disposition of IMG f\mds in Israel was contained in an 

exchange of notes dated June 9., 1952., between the Prime Minister of Israel, 

David Ben-Guricn., and our then Ambassador to Israel, the late Monnett B. 

Davis. The exchange is as follows: 

No. 89 

Excellm.cy: 

"THE FOREIGN SERVICE 
OF THE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERlCA 

AMERICAN EMBASSY 
Tel Aviv 

June 9., 1952 

I have the honor to refer to conversations 
which have reoently taken place betweEll. represEll.­
tatives of our two Govemmf.llts relating to an in­
formational media guaranty program pursuant to 
Section 111 (b)(3) of the Economic Cooperation Act 
of 1948, as amended. I also have the honor to 
confirm the tmderstan.dings reached as a result of 
these conversations., as follows: 

The Governments of Israel and the United 
States of America will, upon request of 
either of them., consult regarding exports 
of informational media to Israel proposed 
by naticm.als of the Uni tad States of America. 
with regard to which guaranties lm.der Section 
111 (b)(3) of the Economic Cooperation Act 
or 1948., as amended., have bean made or are 
tmder consideration. 
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With respect to such guaranties, covering 
imports approved by the Government of Israel in 
accordance with the terms of the aforementioned 
section, the Government of Israel agrees that 
Israel pounds acquired by the United States 
Government pursuant to such guaranties will be 
freely expendable by the United States Goven1-
ment for scientific, educational and cultural 
activities and for such other purposes as may 
hereafter be agreed upon by the United States 
Governmwt and the Government of Israel. 

Upon receipt of a note from Your Excellency 
indicatL~g that the foregoing provisions are 
acceptable to the Government of Israel, the United 
States Government will consider that this note and 
your reply thereto constitute an agreement bet-ween 
the two Governments on this subject, the agreemwt 
to enter into force on the date of your note in 
reply. 

Accept Excellency, the renewed assurances of 
my most distinguished consideration. 

MOONETT B. DAVIS 

His Excellency 
David Ben-Gurion, 

Prime MiJ1ister and Act:ing Minister for 
Foreign Affairs for the State of Israel" 

"THE PRIME MIN IS T£R 

Jerusalem, 9 June 1952 

Excellency, 

I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of 
your Excellency• s Note Mo. 89., dated 9 J1.me., 1952, 
referring to conversations which have recently taken 
place betwew. representatives of our two governments 
relating to an informational media guaranty program 
pursuant to Section 111 (b)(3) of the Economic 
Cooperation Act of 1948, as amended, and to confirm 
tha.t the provisions set forth in that Note are 
acceptable to the Governmm t of Israel, which 
considers your Excellency• s Note and this reply as 
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constituting an agreement between the two Govem­
man ts on this subject, entering into force on this 
date. 

Accept, Excellency, the rEnewed assurances of 
rrzy- most distinguished consideration. 

D. Ben-Gurian 
Prime Minister and 

Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs 

His ExcellEncy 
Mr. Monnett B. Davis 

United States Ambassador 
Tel Aviv11 

It will be noted that the funds are ".freely expendable by the 

United States Government for scientific, educational and cultural activities 

and for such other purposes as may hereafter be agreed upon by the United 

States Government and the Government of Israel." This provision of the 

agreemant was introduced at the insistence of the Israel Goven1ment to 

avoid the loss of dollar exchange. and it now appears in several other 

agreemmts. Such a provision has been accepted by the United States 

Government in cotmtries where. for reascns of policy, it has bean 

especially desirable to :introduce informational materials from the 

United States. While the funds accrued tmder agreements of this type 

cannot be utilized for general United States expenses, they do provide 

the means through which friendly relations can be cemented by using them 

for cultural. acientitio and educational activities of mutual interest. 

In Israel, it was apparent to me from the first that the opportunities 



provided through the effective use of these fwds were particularly 

attractive. The ftmds are an important potE11tial for use in support of 

the foreign policy of the United States. 

TERMS OF REFERENCE 

The basic terms of reference of' rq appo:intment as Special Consultant 

are contained in a letter dated January 23, 1956, as follows: 

"THE SECRETARY OF STATE 

WASHlN GTCN 

Dear Mr. Katzen: 

January 23, 1956 

I am pleased to have you as a consultant to prepare 
reconnnmdations for the disposition of' fwds accumulated 
by the United States Governmait in Israel as a result of 
the operation there of the Informational Guaranty Program. 
With the concurrence of other interested agencies of' the 
Government, I am entrusting you with the responsibility 
for reconunending the purposes, if any, for which approxi­
mately $3,000.000 :in Israel currmoy might be expended :in 

Israel to further the common interests of the United States 
and Israel. I hope an agreement with the Israel Govemmmt 
on the uses of' these f\mds will further enhance the alreaey­
high degree of scientific, educational and cultural co­
operation existing between our two comtries. 

The responsible officials of the Department of State 
have been :instructed to assist you in preparing your 
recommendatima and they will provide any necessary 
additional instructiCll.s. 

Sincerely yours. 

Signed, 

John Foster Dullea 

lire Bernard Katzen 
360 East 56th Street 

New York. New York" 
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In addition, there were certain other conditions imposed by the 

nature of the assignment and by traditional United States Government 

policies. First, since my recommendations were to be limited to Israel 

currency, it was inappropriate in a country maintaining stringent controls 

over its foreign exchange resources to recomnend expenditures for items 

that must be imported from outside Israel on payment of foreign currency. 

Unfortunately, many worthy proposals were put forward that would have 

required substantial dollar or other foreign currency expenditures. 

Second, it has been the well-established practice of our Government, 

in expending funds abroad, to a.void providing mere budgetary support 

except in the most compelling circumstances. This principle, dictated 

by the prudent desire to avoid continuing claims on the generosity of the 

United States Government, applies with particular force to the disposition 

of these fimds. Finally, it appeared to me desirable to make my recommm­

dations in terms whioh would m:inimize administrative problems and expenses. 

While certain administrative costs are unavoide.ble if care is to be used 

in seeing that funds are expended properly., it seemed wise to keep suoh 

expE11ditures as low as possible, and to meet the irreducible minimum 

largely in local currency. 

PREPARATION FOR THE MISSIC!l 

Follow:ing m:, appoin tma:i t., I wrote to most of the major Jewish 

organizations in the United States,adviaing them of the mission, 

apprising them of the Secretary's interest in aiding science, culture and 

education 1n Israel and inviting suggestions as to possible allocaticna 



of the fund for these purposes. The organizations addressed included 

the .American Jewish Congress, Hadassah, the American Jewish Committee, 

B'nai B'rith, the United Jewish Appeal, the Zionist Organization of 

American, the Jewish \11felfare Board, the American Technion Society, the 

American FriEnds of the Hebrew University, Yeshivah University, The 

American ORT Federation, the Yiorld Academy for Higher Jewish Studies, 

the Jewish Agency for Palestine, the Jewish \far Veterans, the Order of 

B:lai Zion, the Jewish National Fund, the Federation of Jewish Women's 

Organization of New York Ciy, the Jewish Theological Ser.iinary, the 

Synagogue Council of America, the American Fund for Israel Institutions, 

the America-Israel Society, the National Council of Jewish Women, the 

Union of Orthodox Coneregations of America, the Israel Olympics Sports 

Committee, Brith Abraham, the Council of Jewish Federations and Welfare 

Funds, the Rabbinical Council of American, the American Zionist Cotmcil, 

the American Committee for the Weizmann Institute of Science, and the 

Hebrew Union College. 

This action was taken for several reasons: 

(1) The affinity between the majority of American Jewish organizations 

and the sciwtific, cultural and educational :institutions of Israel is close, 

and cooperation with the .American organizations is an essential courtesy. 

In many :instances, American Jewish organizations have either created or 

support Israel institutioos. As an illustration, the Teclmion Society is 

an .American organization devoted exclusively to raising funds for the main­

tenance of Teclmicn University :in Haifa, Israel. 

(2) It appeared probable that these organizations would be able to 
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give extremely useful advice, as :indeed proved to be the case. 

(3) Since these organizations would inevitably alert their 

representatives m Israel to the nature of my mission, the task of 

assembling worthwhile projects in I sra,el for consideration would be 

facilitated. 

The many useful suggestions transmitted to me by these organizations 

:in the United States, the warmth of the reception in Isra.el, and the help 

given by their representatives there, justified this approach. 

THE r,lISSICN IN ISRAEL 

I left for Israel February 12th and ar rived in Tel Aviv February 14th. 

An office and facilities were provided in our Embassy at Tel Aviv. The 

.Ambassador, Edward B. Lawson, and his staff gave their fullest cooperation, 

thereby enabling me to utilize the entire time of my stay productively. 

I maintained an especially close relationship with the representativ~s of 

the United States Information Agency in Israel, who were kind enough to let 

me draw freely on their experience and wisdom. 

I arrived in Israel at a time of tension, when the press and public 

were gravely concerned with political and military matters. As a result1 

I expected to find merely a perfunctory mterest in matters of sciwce, 

culture and education. Instead, I found a tremendous need and desire upon 

the part of the people of Israel to achieve new and wider horizons in the 

field of art, literature, mu.sic and general learn:ing. 

Cb the hills outside Jerusalem. imposing buildmgs were rapidly 

taking shape for the new Hebrew 'thiversity and1 despite the fact that 



- 11 -

construction was still going on, the university itself was a functiaimg 

reality. The number and interest of the students overflowing the lirni ted 

halls of Technioo. University in the City of Haifa were inspiring the 

creation of a college of sciEnce comparing favorably with the best of our 

own halls of learning. The Tel Aviv cultural hall, the most spacious 

auditorium and cultural cE11ter in the Middle East where the celebrated 

Israel Symphony will be housed, was nearing completioo.. Archeological 

explorations were daily revealing the antiqu~ties of the ages and solidi­

fying the Land of the Bible concept. Book shops were thriving, and our 

om u.s.r.s. Library at Tel Aviv was laacling 200 books a day. The day 

after nv arrival, the Martha Graham dancers made their debut at the 

Habimah Theatre for a limited mgagement, the tickets for which had beEll 

sold out many weeks in advance. The curator of the small Bezalel museum 

in Jerusalem guided me around, anxiously demonstrating his inability to 

exhibit rich treasures of art and antiquity because of limited facilities. 

Groups of professors at Bar Ilan University and Tel Aviv University 

briefed me on their plans for expansic:n to make their universities truly 

great and adequate to satisfy the educaticnal needs of the most populous 

city in Israel, Tel Aviv. 

From Ein Gev an Lake Tiberiaa with its nusic festivals, comparable to 

our own Berkshire Festival in New England, to Ein Hod and its Arti■ts and 

Painters Colony, to Beersheba where the Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society Hostel 

helped provide facilities for engineers and scientists experimenting in the 

Negev, a network of schools and instituti<11s •a devoted to vooati<m.al and 

peysical rehabilitation, agricultural experimentaticn and social directicn. 
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These were the tangible manif.'estations of the yea..rnings or the Jewish 

people for knowledc;e, cultu:c-e and the humru1ities, which have bean :L1grained 

through thousands of years of traditio11. Since a..-ricient times, the Jewish 

people have acknowledged leadership only when coup lad with scholarship. No 

sacrifice has been too great for the Jewish family in assuring the education 

of its children. This respect for scholarship is illustrated by sayings 

of the sages which are representative of the h1nerraost thoughts of the 

Jewish people: 11If you give me all the silver and gold, diamonds and pearls 

in the world, I will not live in a place where there is no lea.ming." 

"A scholar is equal to a king." 11 If you have only bread with salt to eat 

and a little water to drink, if you have to sleep on the ground in misery 

and still you devote your days and nights to learning, there is glory unto 

you." Small wander then that I was besieged by comrmm.ity and organi­

zatioo.al leaders hav:ing deep interest :in the advancement of science, 

education a.nd culture in Israel. 

In early press conferences, and particularly in an address to the 

Tel Aviv Journalists' Association on February 20th., I ma.de it clear that 

every scientific, cultural and educational institution which felt qualified 

should ofter suggestions for the expenditure of the funds, and that I would 

welcome persaial visits during nv stay in Israel. If perscnal visits were 

not possible, I suggested that interested persons and organizations submit 

memoranda making suggestions and requests. The basic criteria for 

oonsideration were that the projects had to be: 

(1) In the scientific, educational and cultural field. 

(2) Calourated to create closer ties betweai the United States and 
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Israel in the particular field. 

(3) Specific, rather than general in nature • .Alternative projects 

were invited. 

(4) In a def:inite sum and supported by reasonable detail. 

The announcement created widespread :interest and enthusiasm. The 

leaders of most of tho important scientific, educa. tional and cultural 

institutiorLs in Israel visited or con·u,1unicated with rne. I also conferred 

with religious, philanthropic and social leaders and meniliers of the 

Government. Suggestions were submitted by mtmicipalities, such as Haifa, 

Tel Aviv, Jerusalem, Ha.tan.ya, Ramat Gan and Beersheba., by kibbutzim and 

by other types of settlements . During my stay, I spoke to approximately 

600 people, to whom I conveyed the friendly interest of our government in 

Israel and in its scientific, cultural and educational institutions. 

Addresses were given to a group at a reception :in the Zionist 

Organization of America House in Tel Aviv, the Tel Aviv Journalists' 

Association, the Jerusalem Journalists' Association, the Commerce and 

Industry League of Israel and the Tel Aviv Bar Association Leaders. 

Infonnal discussions were held with cor.imittees of professors from the 

Technion and Bar Il8ll University. Conferences were held with Primo i·l:inister 

Ben-Gurion, Foreign Minister Sharett and ~.Iinister of Education 1'...ranne. 

I also conferred with the 11:ayors of Haifa, Tel Aviv, Jerusalem, Natanya 

and Ram.at Gan. 

In all my discussions, I laid the foundation for easing inevitable 

disappointments to many by pointing out: 

(1) The Israel GovernmE11t itself had priorities. 
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( 2) Our own Govemmmt had priorities. 

(3) The tremendous number of projects. 

( 4) The 1 im.i ta tian of funds . 

( 5) The impracticability of making too many allocations, which would 

result in grants so small as to have little impact. 

(6) That those suggestions not supported at this time might be 

considered at some future date, so long as the fund kept 

regenerating. 

(7) That the projects had to be such as would receive the approval 

of the Congress, which was the final judge in this matter. 

In m~eting the various organizational representatives, no promise of 

assistance was made to anyone, and it was pointed out that the f :inal 

selections were to be made in the United States. I am convinced it was 

gEnerally well understood that, eva:1 if a particular organization or 

project did not get an allocation, the fact that f\mds might be available 

for useful purposes in Israel was of itself an tm.mistakable demonstration 

of friE:radship by the United states for Israel. 

Particular mention should be made of the conferences which were held 

with representatives of the Israel Governmant. In several inforual meetings 

ideas were exchanged as to the best use of the funds. Then# in a more formal 

coo.ference on February 29, the Governm.ant of Israel presented its considered 

views for the disposition of the funds. A number of these projects were 

clearly ones which fitted into an acceptable pattern of mutual ba-iefit# 

such as the Fulbright scholarship program# the construction of a United 

States information and cultural cmter# and the setting up of chairs :in 
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American history, literaturG and industrial 111a.nar;ement in the principal 

universities, and I welcomed the tm.ity of interest betweoo our governments 

which these recoonendations displayed. ¼ith reference to other of the 

Israel Govemuent• s recommendations, I recognized that they should be 

given a certain priority. I also undertook to supply to the Israel 

Government a list of all the requests for assist::..nce, and I agreed to 

scrutinize carefully any project to which the Israel Government objected 

in pri.'Ylciple. The basic position, ho·never, was that t..-.,_ese funds were the 

property of the United States, m~d that their use for any scientific, edu­

cational or cultural purposes was entirely a question for the determination 

of the Govern.ment of the United States. I emphasized that the necessary 

decisions must be taken in the United States after consultation with the 

interested United States agencies and approval by the Secretary of State. 

and that final action was dependent upon the passage of the necessary 

legislation by the Congress. 

I left Israel with about 200 proposals for the use of the IMG funds. 

Some 70 additional proposals which had not yet bea::i prepared in detail were 

forwarded to the United states shortly after my departure. All but a handful 

were supported by responsible persons and were essentially worthwhile. They 

covered the widest conceivable range of educational, cultural and scientific 

fields, and reflected the interest of virtually every social and political 

grouping in Israel. The problem posed was clearly not one of finding uses 

for the funds which would be effective and would contribute to better 

u. s. - Israel relations, but to choose a relatively few from so many fine 

proposals. 
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THE PREPARATirn OF THE RECOMMWDATICNS ---------
I returned to the United States on March 19., 1956., and was provided 

with staff assistant~ and office facilities L~ the Department of State. 

! made a prelim:ina.ry oral report -co the Secreta.111· of State and to George 

v. AllED., Assistant Secretary of State for Near Ea.stem, South Asian and 

Af'rica.n Affairs. While the projects already received were being sorted and 

summarized, and the additional projects from Tel Aviv Ytere a.waited., I 

entered into a series of conferonces with representatives of the United 

States Information Agency, the International Educational Exchange Service 

of the Depa.rtruant of State and the Foreign Buildings Office. Specific 

problems were takEll up with the experts of 1hese agencies which would assist 

in the evaluation of the proposals received. A number of suggestions were 

made for the construction of buildings in Israel, for example, and the 

experience of the Foreign Buildings Office in judging costs was therefore 

sought. USIA experts conversant with the problems of operating cultural 

centers and libraries and distributing documentary films were consulted with 

useful results. Most important of all, I was fortunate in that Ambassador 

Lawson was called to the United States for consultation dur:ing my deliberations, 

giving me an opportunity to secure his excellent judgment cc the program as 

it began to crystallize. 

Another important aspect of the general problem was a legal one. The 

task of working out a program for Israel was a pioneer:ing problem, for which 

no precedents existed. While it was not specifically a part of my terms of 

reference to explore the legal side of the questicn, I participated in an 

examination of existing Ccngressianal authorizations in the educational, 
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scientif'ic and cultural field, and 0f the legislative neans by which a 

program could be carried out which would best serve the interests of the 

United States. 

Throughout this period of analysis, I ramained L~ touch with represon­

tatives of the Israel Government. When the broad outlines of a program first 

began to emerge, the matter was discussed with Mr. Theodore Kollek, Director 

General of the Prime Minister• s office, who was then i:..-i the United States. 

Mr. Kollek and I reach'3d agreement on all es:-.;ential points. As the recom­

mendations were brought to the final $tages, contact was maintained with 

Mr. Avraham Salmon, Economic Counselor of the Israel Embassy. 

As a result of these various consultations, and after a preliminary 

appraisal had bean cor:ipleted of all the project submissions, it was concluded 

that the following principles, besides those discussed in the tenns of 

reference, should be taken into consideration in the final reco1m.1andation: 

(1) Each individual proposal should demonstrate an affinity betlveen 

the United States and Israel, thus contributing to friendly relations 

between the peoples of the two cOtL~tries. 

(2) To assw·e the proper impact, the individual proposal should 

provide something new, and not merely continue something already in effect_.­

( 3) The program as a whole, to be effective, should contain elements 

appealing as much as possible to all the major social groupings within 

Israel society. 

(4) The geographic distribution of the projects should be taka1 into 

consideration. A large ntunber of fine projects were proposed for JerusalEIIl, 

for example, but to accept than all would have denied benefits to other parts 
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or Israel and failed to demonstrate the interest of the United States 

in those other areas. It was also necessary to consider the availability 

or existing facilities. Help toward the construction of a law library in 

Tel Aviv appeared justified., for example., although a similar request for 

Jerusalem was not considered of equal priorit-«J because existL~g facilities 

are more nearly adequate. 

{6) lhe program should be balanced with a fmv recomnendations for 

primarily humanitarian causes. Our interest in traditional educational, 

scientific and cultural fields should not cause us to exclude other projects 

Which tap deep reservoirs of human sympathy. The allocation of small su.~s 

for such purposes would have a tremendous appeal, perhaps demonstrating mo~e 

clearly than anything else the continuing interest of the United States in 

Israel. 

RID OMiiIENDA TI ons 

A schedule is given below· which lists the rccomo.endationa, by specific 

institutions or projects, for the allocation of 7 million Israel pounds. 

The schedule also contains a brief description of each project and the 

reason for the reconunE11datian. 

The projects listed are in addition to those planned for inclusion in 

the Fulbright program. I have discussed the Fulbright program in detail 

with the responsible officers in the Department of State, and I give it m:t' 

strangest support. This fine program will meet a number of the needs 

expressed to me by organizations both in Israel and here, and has been taksi 

into careful consideration in prepar:ing th•ae recommendations. 
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Uses for these Israel pmmd funds which would reduce the need for new 

appropriations were given toppriority. The Government of Israel and a nwnber 

of agencies in our own government expressed particular interest in setting 

up chairs in American studies in Israel universities, in a book translation 

and publishing program and in the construction of a U. s. cultural center 

at Tel Aviv. Because of the widespread support given to these proposals, 

they were among the first to be selected for inclusion in this program. 

The Government of Israel also expressed particular interest in an Israel­

American Museum Fotmdation, cultural centers in several rural comrmmities, 

archeological research and several science projects. To the extent possible, 

these requests have been included in the recommendations. 

In making the other selections set forth here, consideration was given 

to the means through which the population of Israel could best be reached. 

Three cities--Haifa, 160,000; Tel Aviv, 420,000; and Jerusalem, 165,600-­

directly serve the needs of half the population of Israel and are important 

coo.tars for nearby village and rural areas. It was important, therefore, to 

recommEll.d that a large portion of the total proposed assistance go to these 

cities, and that a fair balance be maintained a.IOOng the three. 

A more ganeral--and still more important--oonsideratian was the potmti­

ality of each project for the creation of good will betweEll the people of 

Israel and the United States. In addition to the effort made to select 

projects which will serve the various geographic areas in Israel, an attempt 

has been made to :interest the many social groupings in Israel, and to include 

a variety of scientific, educational and humanitarian activities. 

Special mention should be made of the proposed cultural halls at Hai~~ 
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and Nazareth, where Arabs represent a substantial portion of the population. 

It is hoped that these, together with the assistance proposed for the YMCA 

at Nazareth, will help to provide the Arab population with social and 

cultural advantages it does not now enjoy. 

I have alreaey mentioned some of the organizations active in music, 

painting and sculpture which have been included in the recommendations. 

Through chairs for American literature in several Israel universities and 

assistance in the book translation and publication program, help would also 

be provided in the field of literature. The proposed program also includes 

the translation into Hebrew of classic and the publication of a number of 

works m both English and Hebrew. 

Humanitarian. projects are represented by the Home for Blind Jewish 

Girls at Natanya, which engages m the vocational and psychological rehabili­

tation of blind Jewish girls, and a school for the deaf and mute which is 

engaged in similar work for other of the handicapped. It is also proposed 

that a bus of local manufacture be provided to the Israel Foundation for 

Infan.tile Paralysis to meet its urgent needs for transporting those crippled 

by infantile paralysis to and from rehabilitation centers and institutions. 

It is recognized that it may not be feasible m practice to carry out 

all the recommendations precisely as they are given. It has not been 

possible, for example, to check thoroughly the information presented by 

ever-~ institution in support of its proposals. This is an administrative 

function that should be performed by our Embassy and USIA personnel resident 

in Israel. It will also be important for our personnel in Israel to make 

the final arrangements for appropriate names and other ties to the United 
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States for the structures built and funds aided, thus providing permanent 

remi..~ders to the people of Israel of our help. If, in the judgment of our 

representatives, this cannot be accomplished to satisfaction, the assistance 

should be withheld. 

It is recommended that, to the maximum extent possible, assistance be 

provided on a direct grant basis. This will not only make the program 

easier to administer, but it will increase the favorable impact of the aid 

on US-Israel relations by eliminati..~g anything that could be regarded as 

unnecessary "in.terferE11ce." 

RECOMMEl.'fDED PROGRAM FOR ISRAEL IMG FUNDS 

(All amounts given i..~ Israel Pounds ) 

American Israel Friendship League - Beersheba 

To provide club premises for the League at Beersheba. 

'.lhe League is the counterpart of the America-Israel 

Society in the Uni tad State :.; , Its e.im is to further friend­

ship and understending beti.veen Isre~el and the United States. 

By providing quarters for the activities of the League in 

Beersheba, where there are increasing numbers of new immigrants, 

the League would ree.ch an important element of the Israel 

population in a newly developing area. 

Artiste Village ( Inai Zion Foundation) Ein Hod 

To construct a ceramics kiln and/or build and equip a 

studio buildmg. 

Thie project gives support and encouragement to deserving 

and talented pamters, sculptors, and other artists working in 

25,000 

10,000 
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ceramics, metal, weav:ing, etc. American artists frequently 

visit and work in the Village, where a house has been set 

aside for their use to facilitate cultural exchange between 

the two nations. 

Association of the Deaf and Mute in Israel 

To complete the construction of the Helen Keller Home, 

which will serve as the cmter of the activities of the asso­

ciation, and where professional training will be given to 

those who are physically handicapped. 

This project would assist in training persons requiring 

deep sympatey, care and skilled help before they can progress 

toward a useful life in the comnrunity. The training of the 

deaf and mute has long received wide support in the United 

States where techniques have been developed which are used 

throughout the world. 

Bar-Ilan University 

To build an American Science Wing to house laboratories 

for the peysical sciences. 

Bar Ilan is a relatively new institution which is intro­

ducing the American college system mto Israel. It plans to 

facilitate the exchange of students between Israel and the 

tmited States and to make a special effort to create a 

cultural bridge between the two cowtries. 

See also: Chairs 1n Israel Universities. 

50,000 

125,000 
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Beth Emmanuel ).'Iuseum - Ramat Gan 

To add another floor, which will be used a.s an art 

gallery., to the museum building now being constructed. 

Among other th:ings., the Museum plans to dedicate a 

large room to American Art. This will be useful for special 

exhibitions of American artists' work and is expected to be 

an important means of showing to Israel the art and culture 

of the United Sta.tea. 

Beth Esther 

To purchase a building where orphaned girls will be 

housed. 

This home takes care of, educates and trains in useful 

occupations homeless girls., mainly from Oriental countries. 

The recommended allocation would allow the institution to 

buy another building. where forty or fifty additional orphaned 

girls may find a home. 

Beth Ha•am - Jerusalem 

To help cooplete the cultural center in Jerusalem. 

This cultural center is non-partisan and will serve as 

a meeting place for people in Jerusalem coming from a wide 

variety of cultural backgrollllds. Educaticnal and cultural 

lectures, courses and seminars are held in the center. 

Beth Hanoar Haivri (YMHA.J YWHA) - Jerusalem 

To assist in teaching the English language. 

Most youth organizations in Israel have political 

76.000 

s.ooo 

60.,000 
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connections1 but an outstanding example of a well organized 

and non-political youth agency is Beth Hanoar Haivri1 which 

has 600 members in Jerusalem and is affiliated with the World 

Federation of YMHA. 1s. It is proposed that a grant be made to 

permit this organization to add the teaching of English1 both 

through its classes end its dramatic group1 to its other 

activities. 

B1nai B1rith (Yehouda Halevy Lodge) - Tel Aviv 

To assist in financing a revolving scholarship loan fund; 

the applicants benefitting therefrom would be those who would 

otherwise be 1.m.able to continue their studies. 

This scholarship fund- -to be administered by the B1nai 

B1rith1 an organization active in the United States--is 

planned to serve a continu:ing purpose. It would be a revolving 

fund, and would therefore, make its i.mpact felt in Israel for 

ms:ay years. 

Boys• Town - Jerusalem 

To purohase equipment for training boys in carpentry 

and associated trades. 

Boys• Town in Jerusalem is doing exoellmt work in caring 

for homeless boys and training them for useful lives. It is 

modeled on Father Flanagan• s Boys' Town in Nebraska. Through 

the purchase of equipmEllt which will be used to teach them a 

trade1 more \Dlderprivileged boys would have an opportunity to 

become productive, uaef'ul citizens or Israel. 

50,000 

50,000 
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Chairs in Israel Universities 

To finance the ostablislunent of chairs in American 

studies at He~rew University, Vfeizmann Institute, the 

Israel Institute of Technology (Haifa Technion), Bar-Ilan 

University, and the University of Tel Aviv. 

It is reco1mnanded that chairs be established on a 

grant basis for a period of from three to five yea.rs, 

rather than on a perma..ll.ent E11dowment basis. Chairs in 

American Civilizaticm, History, Literature, Government 

ana/or Industrial Management would be set up to present 

the .American Wa:J' of life on the university level, thus 

acquainting future leaders of Israel with the culture 

and accomplishments of the United States. 

Chinuch Atzmai (Elementary School System) 

To establish courses in American History, and to 

support the teaching of subjects contributing to an 

wderstanding of American ideals. 

Chinuch A tzmai is an indepaodent school system in 

Israel. It proposes to introduce courses in American 

History, and American ideals are to be disseminated to 

Israel youth who at present have little or no instruction 

in subjects dealing with American life. 

Community Canters - Nazareth, Kirya t Shmone 

To construct and provide basic equipment for conmn.mity 

400,000 

390,000 

250,000 
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centers in Nazareth and Kiryat Shmone. The buildings would 

contain an auditorium for lectures, dramatic performances 

and meetings; a library; a reading room and necessary service 

rooms. 

The Governmmt of Israel has undertaken to provide the 

land and unskilled labor for these centers. 

The canter at Nazar~th would serve a large Arab popu­

lation where there are few conununity amenities and facilities. 

It is hoped that the center would help counteract the influence 

that the Communists have among the population of Nazareth, and 

contribute towara the reduction of local tensioris. 

The center at Kiryat Shmone :in the Norther Galilee would 

serve a large population of recent immigrants and would be a 

center from which Western culture and ideas could be dis­

seminated, especially among Jmvs who have immigrated from 

the East. 

Council of the Sephardi Community - Jerusalem 

To construct a w:ing to the post gro.duate college, 

"Bei t Harashall~" to be devoted to the study of English, 

American jurisprudence and constitutional government. 

The Sephardic concunity in I sre.el is influential and 

well respected. Through the expanded study of English and 

American law and Government, this important source of com­

munity leadership of the community will be given an 
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appreciation of American life arid thought. 

Ein Hod - See: Artists Village (Bnai Zion Foundation) 

HIA.S - United Service 

To complete the construction of the lIIAS (Hebrew 

Immigrant Aid Society) hostel in Beersheba and to finance 

the purchase of equipment v1hich can be procured locally. 

HIAS has long served a useful purpose in Isra.ol. It 

is expanding its activities because of the service it can 

render in the ra.pidly developine.; Negev., where there are 

many new irnmigre.nts. 

Hadasse.h Medical Organization 

To assist in the construction of an American wing to 

the Mother and Child Center of Hade.ssah. 

The Hadassah Medical Organization., ru:i American organi­

ze,tion which has for r.i.any years been active in the modi cal 

and social welfar~ fields of Israel, is planrJ ing a r:lother 

end Child Hospital :in conriection with its medical center in 

Jerusalem. This assistance would make an important contri­

butiori toward the completioE of this worthy institution. 

Haifa Mwicipality 

To construct a cul ture.l cw ter which 1·-rould :i.nclu<le a 

library, auditorium, gymnasium, etc. 

45,000 
• 

190,000 

250,000 
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This project is sponsored by the Haifa Municipality and 

has been selected because of the impact it would have on the 

growing city of Haifa and the surrounding area. The Haifa 

authorities plan to encourage the use of the facilities of 

the new center by the fairly large Arab population in that 

region. Through the center's use by both Arabs and Jews. 

the cE11ter is expected to serve in bringing the two groups 

closer together. 

Hazamir 

To support a choir assa~bly sponsored by Hazamir. 

Hazamir is an educational, public, non-profit body which 

has sponsored the World Assembly of Jewish Choirs. Two 

festivals have been held. in which both American and European 

choirs participated. With the proposed assistance. a third 

assembly can be held which will attract a large foreign 

attendance. In Hazamir. represaitatives of a wide variety 

of political and cultural organizations are united. 

15,000 

Hebrew Union College - See: Israel-American Archeological Foundation 

Hebrew University 200,000 

To construct and equip a teachers' training school. 

This school will be one of three schools affiliated with 

the School of Education of Hebrew University. It is to be 

used for training teachers and settmg standards for education 

in Israel. (Since 1947 the School of Education has been 

partially supported by the National Counnil of Jewish Women in 

the United States. '.Ihe building would be named for a 
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great American educator such as John Dewey or William 

Kilpatrick. 

See also: Chairs in Israel Universities. 

Home for Blind Jewish Girls (Womenis League for Israel)- Natanya 50,000 

To furnish equipment for and to support the work of 

the Women I s League for Israel among the bl:ind. 

This work is centered at the Batei Haluzot in Natanya., 

where blind girls are housed and givan vocational training 

in order to prepare them for an existence of dignity and 

self-support. At present, they are taught weaving, book­

binding and music, and they are given courses in Braille 

and primary subjects. The proposed allocation would help 

expand the home I s facilities and contribute toward making 

these girls :into happy and usef'ul citizens. 

Israel-American Archeological Fomdatian 

To restore the historical sites of Megiddo ("Armageddon") 

and Montfort (Crusader) and to finance a 1 imi ted restoration 

of Subeita. (Nabatean); to support joint Israel-American 

aroheological expeditions and excavations in Israel, especially 

in the Negev. 

These restorations are expected to call wide-spread 

attE11ticn to these historical sites. and would be excellent 

tourist attractions. 

With respect to the field work, preliminary surveys 

indicate that there is a tremendous amount of aroheological 
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exploration to be carried out in the Negev, as well as in 

other parts of Israel., f'rom which information may be gained 

which would contribute to a deeper tmderstanding of our 

Judeo-Christian heritage. 

Israel-American Museum Foundation 

To construct a museum which would house the antiquities 

of Israel and its art treasures., and make it possible for 

them to be studied and enjoyed by all visitors to the 

museum. It would also provide facilities for scholars and 

laymen interested in and studying archeological problems. 

This project would serve as a cwter for historical 

studies and would be an important tourist attraction. It 

would fill a long-felt need in Israel, where priceless 

treasures and archeological findings are unusable for lack 

of display and study .facilities. 

Israel Bar Association 

To erect a library wing to house an American Law 

Library. 

In this period of transition, when Israel is modifying 

its legal system and practice from that established by the 

Mandate., an American Law Library would be most helpful to the 

attorneys and jurists of Israel and would promote the under­

standing of the American legal system. The Association has 

proposed naming the wing after the late Justice Louis Brandeis. 

50.,000 
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Israel Boy Scouts Associo. l~ i')n 

To develop the Central Nat i onal Camp f or Israel Boy 

Scouts. 

The principles of scoutin g a r c representa tive of the 

hip;hest ideals of weste1-r1 culture and civilization; this 

project would help instill these ideals L'11.to t he youth of 

Israel. 

Israel C~1servatoira and AcadeII\'f of Music - Tel Aviv 

To construct a classroo m building for the Con servato lre 

on. land allotted by the Te l Aviv Municipality. 

The Conservato i r 8 serves as a t r a:iniut; school f or 

musicio.ns, many of v1horn. are preparin6 f or positi ons with t he 

Israel Philharmonic Orchestr a--an out s tW1ding mus ical 

organization. Nearly al l concert :1roJ.sicia:.ris LYJ. Israe l at 

pros ant a.re lnmi~r ati ts or have been t rained abroad. For the 

future, effectiva local training is required. 

Israel Foundntim1 for Infan tile Paralysis 

To purchase a bus of local manufacture. 

The means to traasport those crippled by infantile 

paralysis to and from rehabilitation centers and educational 

institutions is urgently needed by the foundation. The bus 

would also be used to transport books and other equipnont to 

-the crippled who live at a distance from tJ1e Foundation. 

This project would serve both hu..rna.nitarian and educational 

purposes. 

10,000 

30,000 

14,000 



• 32 • 

Israel Institute of Teclmology (Haifa Technion) 

To erect a Hall of Humanities and Social Sciences, 

which would include the Department of Pedagogy for training 

instructors for vocational high schools. 

For some thirty years the Technion ha.s been devoted to 

the professional training of engineers. It is now transferring 

its activities to a new location 011 Mt. Carmel, where it is 

Endeavoring to broaden both the scientific background and 

general education of its students. Industry demands specialists 

who are concerned with human as well as physical problems. The 

Technion hopes to expand its curriculum by offering courses to 

develop a sense of the economic~ human and non-scientific 

aspects of the managerial ft.motion. The proposed Hal l of 

Humanities and Social Sciences would serve this purpose. 

See also: Chairs in Israel Universities. 

Jerusalem School of Archaeology (Hebrew Union College) 

To finance archaeological expeditions in Israel. 

The Jerusalem School of Archaeology is a branch now 

being organized by Hebrew Union College, Cincinnati, which 

for many years has participated in archeological expeditions 

in Israel. It is particularly noted for its work in the field 

of biblical archaeology, and the president of Hebrew Union 

College, Dr. Nelson Glueck, has an tmusually wide competence 

in the archaeological field. This work should be closely 

coordinated 1vith the work of the Israel-.4.merican Archeological 

Foundation (see above). 

300,000 

50,000 
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Kfar Silver Agricultural Traininz Institute 

To construct an ae;ro-mechanics building, workshop 

and carpentry shed, a medical clinic, and physics, chemistry 

and biology laboratories build:i.nr;s. 

This a6ricultural train:ine; institute is named in honor 

of the promL~ent American Jewish leader, Rabbi Abba Hillel 

Silver. It encourages private enterprise in agriculture 

and trains students for agricultural employment. 

K:iln1eroth Esco 1.fusic Center (Ein Gev) 

To complete the concert hall at Ein Gev where nmsic 

festivals and concerts are held. 

The various festivals held at Ein Gev, patterned on 

Tanglewood, are outstanding in the cultural and musical life 

of Israel. They attract a large audience from Israel and 

abroad. Aside from its national and international appeal, 

the cw.tar serves as a pom t from which \le stem culture is 

disseminated among the residents of the area. 

Hobile Cinemas and Libraries 
WWW-- ---- W & A .. ·•AW W 

To contribute tO\vard purchasmg and equippmg mobile 

motion picture units and libraries; to pay operating coats 

and salaries of projectionists and drivers for a trial period. 

One of the moat important means through which American 

ideals and culture could be spread is through moticn pictures-­

particularly through documE11tary films. In the border settle­

ments located in remote areas, distant from the urban centers, 

85,000 

50,000 

175,000 
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the settlers (many of them new immigrants) are hungry for 

cultural contacts, and mobile cinemas showing American films 

would have a strong impact. Mobile libraries distributing 

American books and magazines .from the United States Infor­

mation Service Library in Tel Aviv would also be well 

received and most effective L~ achieving this purpose. 

This activity should probably be taken up by the United 

States Information Agency as a part of its r egular program. 

ORT - See: Translation and Publication Frogram. 

Pardess Katz Maabarah 

To construct and equip a nursecy. 

The operation of nurser ies for underprivi l eged children 

and orphans is one of the many fine soci al welfare projects 

carried on by the Agudath Israel World Organizati on. '.Ihis 

project combines educational and hwnan i tarian activity in a 
• 

worth-while area. 

P1 eylim 

To organize a permanent summer camp for 1.mderprivileged 

children. 

P'eylim is an organization of American student volunteers 

in Israel which is working towards the integration of the new 

i:rmnigrant children in Israel, while advancing American ideals 

of open-mindedness, fair play and democracy. A permanEnt 

summer oamp where its activities could be expanded and co­

ord:lnated would do ,much to carry out this useful work. 

55.,000 

40,000 
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Rabbi Kook Foundation - See: Translation and Publication Program 

Science Laboratory - Herzlia High School, Tel Aviv 

To construct and equip a laboratory which is :intended 

to serve as a pilot project an :i which ·would help to r;uide 

Israel educators in planni..11.g the curricula of Israel high 

schools. 

It is proposed to na..11e the laboratory after the .American 

statesma.-ri and scientist, Benjamin Fra.."1.kl:in. A laboratory of 

this type would be helpful in ple.nni..11.g for the future of 

scientific education in the high schools of Israel. 

Technion - See: Israel Institute of Technology . 

Tel Aviv Cultural Cm1ter 

To assist :in the completion of the Tel Aviv Cultural 

Center, which will serve as a gatheri..~g point for civic 

and cultural groups in Israel and will house the Israel 

Philharmonic Orchestra. 

The large foyer will be J1.B.de available to the United 

States Embassy :in Tel Aviv for meetines, receptions, etc. 

This project is sponsored by the Mu.-riicipality of Tel Aviv, 

and will serve as an important center for culture and 

education in Israel as a whole. 

Torah Shelemah Institute 

To purchase locally a valuable library of four thousand 

volumes which would add greatly to the research facilities of 

the institute. 

50,000 

300,000 
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The institute is sponsored by the American Biblical 

Ell.cyclopedia Society for the purpose of fostering biblical 

research. The membership of this cultural orga....~ization 

includes outstanding scholars and coDD11unity leaders. The 

purchase of this library would assist the institute in 

its worthwhile task of translating and publishing 

biblical literature. 

Translation and Publication Program 

These ftm.ds would be used to finance the translation 

of American and world classics into Hebrew; at least fifty 

percmt of these translations would be of American books, 

including translations of American textbooks and technical 

manuals which would be used by workers and foremen in 

industry. 

It is believed that the translation of technical books 

would be helpful in encouraging private initiative in 

industry, and in spreading American technical lmowledge to 

the worker level in Israel. The Israel Government would 

supervise much of the translation work. In addition, it is 

recommended that the following organizations or institutions 

participate in this allocation: The Rabbi Kook Foundation, 

The World Academy of Higher Jewish Studies in Jerusalem 

and ORT. 

United States Information Center and Library 

To construct a library. auditorium, workshops and 

400,000 

475,000 
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offices for the United States Information Agency. exclusive 

of those offices included in the u. s. Embassy Building. 

This proposal would save U. s. tax money by investing a 

government-owned building which would provide more ade-

quate facilities for the information program in Israel. 

University and Teacher-Trainin~ Scholarships 

To finance Israel scholarships over a period of three 

to five years at Hebrew University, Weizmann Institute, the 

Israel Institute of Technology (Haifa Technion), Bar-Ilan 

University and the University of Tel Aviv, in courses of 

study which would car.tribute to closer United States-Israel 

understanding. 

University of T~l Avfv - See: Chairs :in American Universities. 

100.000 

Water Desalting Research 200.000 

To finance a program of scientific research and 

development in the field of desalting of water. 

This project is to be carried out in conjunction with 

the Weizmann Institute and would be related to the desali­

nation research coordinated by the United States Department 

of the Interior. The results of this stucy- should be of 

great value to both the United States and Israel. 

Weizmann Institute - See: Water Desalting Research. 

See also: Chairs in Israel Universities. 

World Acad85Y of Higher Jewish Studies in Jerusalem -

See: Translaticn and Publicaticn Program 
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World History of the Jewish People 

To f:inance historical research on the Jewish 

people. 

The over-all objective of this special organization, 

operating under the name, "World History of the Jewish 

People," is to publish a new history of the Jewish people, 

of which a part will be devoted to the establishment of the 

State of Israel and the part that the United States and 

American Jewry played in it. It is proposed that assistance 

be provided toward the latter work. 

Ymm.g Man's Christian Association - Nazareth 

To provide a build:ing for the Nazareth YMCA. 

The Young Men's Christian Association in Nazareth is 

under the administration of the American and Canadian 

National Board. While the organization is already carrying 

on useful work in Nazareth among the Arab population, it is 

believed its influence would be greatly increaaed if it had 

more suitable quarters at its disposition. This would help 

it to combat the inf'luaice of the Cormmmist elements which 

are active in that area. 

Zebulon Israel Seafaring Society 

For repairs to engines which the Society can use to 

expand its activities. 

The Society was foi.m.ded twtnty years ago as a non-

profit organicattcn to tra:in young man for the merchant marine. 

75,000 

50,000 

10,000 
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It has maintained ties with similarly :interested groups 

in the United States, e.nd a small allocation of funds 

would be ver;y helpful in carrying on this useful work. 

Zionist Organization of America. 

To establish a bureau of information on P_merica, to 

establish classes in mi;lish and American. l:iterature, to 

finance seminars on American topics, end to reconstruct the 

librnry, theatre., and concert hall of the ZOA House, Tel Aviv. 

'I'he ZOA House is sponsored by the American Zionist 

Organization. The American charRcter of the sponsoring 

organization and its inf'luen ce on a nur.1ber of groups in 

Israel make it desirable to help this organization to 

encoure.ge interest in the United States. 

Administration 

TOTAL 

CONCLUDI1'IG OBSERVATIONS 

75,000 

20.,000 

7,000,000 

The overvrhelmin;::; favorable response :in Israel to this mission., as 

illustre,ted by the press reaction, the reactions of political leaders 

and--most important of all--the reactions of countless people in the 

rs.nk and file of organizations reaching :into every strata of Israel life, 

suggest that local currency funds may also be useful in other countries 

to promote friendly relations with the United States through science, 

education and culture. This would provide a dramatic new approach to one 

of the most basic problems in our foreign relations: the creation of 

good will for our own colm.try amon6 the broad masses of foreign peoples. 
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This approach has a number of important points to commend it: 

(1) The other means at our disposal, as the Department of State 

and United States Infonnation Agency have often pointed out, are limited 

:in the extent to which they can appeal to many segments of foreign 

populations. The effectiveness of the United States Information Agency 

has by all reports been increasing, and the educational exchange pro~ram 

of the Departmmt of State is understood to be doing a fine job among 

English-speak:ing students, teachers and government leader. We have not, 

however, developed adequate means to reach deep into the population of 

many countries. 

(2) Any assistance given to educational, scj_mtific and cultural 

institutions abroad comes immediately to the a ttention of large nurabers 

of interested people, working volmitarily in those organizations, in a 

sense that other types of aid often do not. Frequently, the very types 

of economic and teclm.ical assistance that are most effective have little 

impact on the masses of people mitil, with the passage of time, general 

living standards are improved. Even when that time arrives, little 

credit may be given to the United States because of the impersonal, long­

term nature of the assistance. While this makes such assistance no less 

necessary, help to educational, scientific and cultural organizations is 

direct and personal, and the dividends in friendship and good will are 

therefore immediate. 

{3) The ·sharing by the United States of its technical knowledge, 

even where our assistance is widely known and appreciated, necessarily 

implies a measure of United States superiority which is often privately 



- 41 -

resented. In a program of the suggested type, we can meet the foreign 

people en a basis of complete mutual respect. Our assistance need have 

no connotations of superiority; it may even provide the means to show 

our recognition of the fact that we have many things to learn from others. 

More than that, in the scientific field we may well assist other countries 

in developing principles and techniques which will benefit ourselves. 

(4) Economic aid for development purposes is necessarily expensive. 

Teclmical assistance, while requiring small~r sums, demands the presence 

abroad of highly salaried technicians, paid in dollars. Assistance with 

a widespread impact in theaiucational, scientific and cultural fields can 

be provided with local currencies alreaey in the possession of the United 

States, and the amounts needed are small. 

( 5) While the proposed approach is a new one, the granting of 

assistance to educational, scientific and cultural :institutions, many of 

them with important humanitarian responsibilities, would nevertheless fall 

within a great .American tradition. We have beenknom throughout our history 

as a people with a heart, always ready to provide assistance to sufferers 

from earthquake, famine, and other catastrophies. Our major aid programs 

are represE11tative of this same generosity of spirit, but -they are planned 

and administered on the basis of cold teclmical and economic facts. Yet, 

the greatest Ulited States successes in making friends abroad have bea:i 

those in whioh we have acted in a direct and human way. I respectfully 

suggest that we ccntinue to follow this winning combination of warmth and 

effectiveness by adopting the proposed new approach to the making of frienda 

abroad. 



APPENDIX 

PRESS AND RADIO REACTICN 

One or the most significant ~spects of my mission was the rea.cti~1 

of the Israel press and radio. For a long period, the press had been 

concentrating on the need for arms and the danger of Arab attack. 

Resmtment was beL~g voiced daily at the failure of the lb:lited States 

to supply defensive arms an d equipment. In spi t e of all this, the 

press--which is a free press and voices oph1ions r unning from the 

extreme left to the extreme right--was near ly tman imous i.'11 greeting my 

mission with warmth and cordiality. '.lhe same was true of the Israel 

radio. This reaction enabled me to public ize the purpose of nzy- mission 

and secure the widest covera~e for the theme of i.-rivestment in friendship. 

The followL~g are excerpt s f ro~ the pr ess and radio which throw light on 

their reaction to my mission. 1:Ioven around a pattern of human interest 

articles, such as "Man with a Mission," "U. S. Invests in Culture," 

"U. s. Invests in Friendship," are so11e of the excerpts of the press of 

Israel in relation to my mission. 

Herut - January 29 

SPECIAL CONSULTANT ON USE OF U. S. FUN DS IN I SRAEL CURRENCY 

"Mr. Katzen • • . will present his suggestions and advice to 
the United States State Department on how to use those funds 
for the benefit of science, education and culture in Israel 
and for stronger ties between the two countries." 
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Jerusalem Post - January 29 

"Mr. Katzen • • • told newspaper men the accumulated 
funds would be used to further scientific, cultural and 
educational institutions in Israel so as to help build 
a 'close affinity between Israel and the United States.'" 

U. S. CULTURAL FUNDS TO BE DIVESTED HERE 

"The money ••. would be used in educational, scientific and 
cultural fields so as to bring a closer affinity between 
Israel and the United States, the American State Department 
Special :Envoy promised on arrival•••" 

Haboker - February 15 

"Money will be used to set up enterprises and i.'Yl.stitutions 
which will help••• Israel and aid the country's cultural 
and economic development in close cooperation with the 
United States •••• " 

~aboker - February 16 

" ••• Nation welcomes }!r. Katzen ••• " 

Radio Kol Israel - February 20 

Mr. Katzen stated "that he was particularly impressed with 
the scientific, educational and cultural institutions in 
Israel and their development plans, and he declared that 
Mr. Dulles expressed to him before his departure his satis­
faction that the funds in question would be used to the 
bE11efit of such institutions." 

Jerusalem Post - February 21 

THIS MAN IS GIVING OUT ~ MILLICN POUNDS 
(With Picture) 

" ••. Every scientific, cultural and educational institution 
in Israel will have its claim for assistance considered. 
Bernard Katzen United States State Department Cultural Ehvoy 
told the press•••" 
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Haaretz - Februar-~ 21 

BERNARD KATZEN' S VISIT 

" ••• Secretary Dulles sent Katzen to Israel to deal 
with the distributi0n of these funds amongst the 
appropriate institutions here••• Af'ter he decides 
how the money should be distributed, he will submit 
a report to Secretary Dulles•••" 

Davar - February 21 

" ••• United States Government has decided to allocate the 
six and one-half million potmds for cultural, educational 
and scientific purposes in Israel, Ben1ard Katzw, Special 
.Ehvoy disclosed • • • Will meet with Israel Government and 
U.S. Embassy••• Make his report 'to the State Department ••• 

Al Hamishmar - February 21 -
"The United States State DepartmE11t Special Cultural Envoy, 
Mr. Bernard Katzen••• is preparing in cooperation with 
U.S. Embassy a plan for distribution of a grant in the 
amount of 6,500,000 pounds amongst the cultural, educational 
and scientific institutions in the cowitry • • • Mr. Katzen 
said many things in praise of the State of Israel and its 
cultural standard." 

Haboker - February 21 

" ••• The United states Government invested ten million 
dollars in the I.U.G. Program, four million of which is in 
Israel alone••• It was decided on its gratis distribution 
among Israel instituticns ••• Dulles appointed Katzen to 
carry out this mission in Israel••• Mr. Katzen added that 
after a stuey of the matter he will report to Mr. Dulles. 
••• The final decisicn will be made by Congress••• :in the 
opinion of the guest, the agreement of Congress might serve 
as a precedent for the future." 

Lamercha.v - February 21 

"Mr. KatzEn said that during talks he has had with the u. s. 
Secretary of State the latter expresseed that these ftmds 
should not be used by the United States Govenment for its own 
purposes but should be given to Israel for their development." 

" 



L1 Echo de Israel - February 21 

"Mr. Bernard Katzen ••• Special Ehvoy to Secretary Dulles 
said 6,500,000 pol.mds are to be distributed amongst the 
cultural and scientific institutions of Isre.el." 

Letzte Nyes (Yiddish) - February 21 

(Same as L'Echo de Israel, above) 

Maariv - February 21 --
U. S. EMBASSY. WAITmG ROOM CHOCK FULL 

"Katzen••• here on a very important mission on behalf 
of Secretary of State Dulles to distribute 6,500,000 
Israeli pounds.-" 

Jerusalem Foat - February 22 

u. s. rnVESTING m FRIENDSHIP 

" ••• United States is mak:ing an investment in friend­
ship by giving away to Israel scientific, cultural and 
educational bodies the 6,500,000 pomids it has acounru­
lated from Jl.me 1952, said Bernard Katzen, Special 
Consultant to the State Department." 

Jerusalem Post Editorial - February 22 

INVESTMENT m CULTURE 

"In June 1952, Prime M:inister Ben-Gurion and the late 
u.s. Ambassador Mennet B. Davis signed an agreement wder 
which Israel would be able to import American books, 
periodicals and newspapers against dollar payments by the 
U.S. Government to American publishers. ni.e books were to 
be paid for in Israel pom1ds and· the money realized to 
rem.in in Israel. 

In less than four years which have elapsed since that 
time, a sum of ILG.an. has accumulated here. Visiting 
Israel at the moment is Mr. Bernard Katzen, special State 
Department consultant on the use of local currancies 
acquired by the u. s. in Israel under this scheme, which 
is now called the InformatiC11 Media Guarantee programme. 
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Re is working out a series of recommendations for the 
use of this money for cultural purposes within Israel 
and, in his own words., it will be a gift "with no strings 
attached" to the ore;anizations and purposes selected for 
benefit. 

Mr. Katzen's visit serves to highlieht the tremendous 
impact this far-sighted gcheme of the investment of the 
spirit of a great people in the spirit of other peoples, 
which the I.M.G. programme has had in Israel and other 
lands. That this cotm try alone has taken 40 per cent of all 
the books allocated under the scheme is an indication of the 
local ti1irst for lmowledge of America and what its writers 
have to say. Although to the superficial observer I.M.G. 
may appear too much in the guise of the floods of popular 
paper-backs, the greatest emphasis of the scheme has been 
on the veritable flood of major works on science, philosophy, 
art, good literature., criticism., poetry and every facet of 
human knowledge. 

Because of the paper-backs., together with a good deal 
of the meretricious product of Hollywood, there is sometimes 
a temptation to overlook the dominating position in the 
Western world that America occupies in culture and the 
pursuit of goals of the spirit. Probably in no other 
country in the world is there so much serious music heard., 
are so many scholars given facilities to work in conditions 
favourable to spiritual grovrth . Scientific research 
institutes abound and in this connection science has a very 
wide connotation ra.ngmg through things material into those 
bordering an the vast unexplored areas of the mind and the 
general context of hwnan behaviour. If America has won 
undisputed first place in our modern technological civili­
zation, it has paralleled that achievement m the cultural 
and spiritual sphere; vecy much in the same wuy as the 
golden age of the Italian renaissance owed so much to the 
nexus between those who laboured in statecraft and corranerce 
and those whose field was the expression of the age through 
the flowering of the intellect. 

In fact, it has been said that today American tech­
nological development has reached the state where it passes 
over naturally into the fields of art and aestheticism and 
the two being fused together into a new phenomenon of 
wholeness which blurs the outmoded clear-cut line which 
cnce demarcated the two. 



Through the I.M.G. progrannne Israel is being given 
an opportunity to come close to the new values be ing 
worked out in the United States. It is indeed a noble 
crowning of tho process that the material revenue which 
came out of the venture should now be reinvested in further 
cultural advances and in fostering through such channels 
an affinity between two peoples. 

Now~ Poranne Morning News (Polish) - February 23 

11 
••. Mr. Katzen came as an advisor of the State Depart-

ment to recommend to his Government how this mouey should 
be distributed among scientific and research institutions. 
The plan looks beautiful indeed••• The idea is excellait 
••• Shows American Government willingly offers us this 
money and eager to help our scientific institutions ••. " 

Kol Israel - Kol Zion Lagola - February 24 

(Quoting Mr. Katzen in a radio interview:) 

"It was If'I3' pleasure to discuss the situation with Secretary 
of State John Foster Dulles and I am very happy to say that 
the Secretary or State was warmly receptive to doing some­
thing about these Israel pounds••• When we discussed the 
question of allocating them for the scientific, cultural 
and educational institutions of Israel he readily acquiesced. 
He thought it was a wonderful thing and he thereupon appointed 
me as a Special Consultant••• to rec0Im11end how these funds 
should be allocated and granted. ••• The United States does 
not invest these fwds for commercial benefits. We do not 
make a profit on it. These are out and out grants. Our 
Government• s aily :investmE11t, Mr. Dulles only investment, 
our hope for investment returns, are in friendship ••• This is 
what we hope to achieve and we know we will achieve because 
what has already been demonstrated and what I have seen here 
in this country is the good will, the closer aff:inity between 
the United States and Israel in the scientific, cultural and 
educational fields." 

De.var - February 26 

AMERICAN BOOK SALE FWDS - lNVESTMENT m FRIENDSHIP 

"'The sum of 6,500,000 pounds which will be spent in Israel 
on development of cultural projects are an investmmt in 

Israel-.Ameriom friendship.• Mr. Katzen, State Department 
Special Envoy to Israel said these words at a meeting of the 
Conmercial md Industrial Club in Tel Aviv." 



Jerusalem Post - February 26 

1Wii 'WITH A MISSICE 

" ••• He is Special Envoy to United States Secretary 
of State John Foster Dulles and his job here is to work 
out plans for allocation of money••• Mr. Katzen said 
his task was the tokEll. of good will betweEll. the United 
States and Israel and I feel good about it because any­
body who helps foster good will and friendship has the 
right to feel good•••" 

Here and Now - Weekly Magazine - February 29 

A IAVISH GIFT FROM WASHINGTCN 

"•••Mr.Katzen regards his O'WD. mission as being in 
line with American record of mutual assistance. 

Jerusalem Post - March 2 

KATZEN LAUDS u.s.-ISRAEL AFFillITY 

"The IL7.5m. that had accumulated here for the U.S. Govern­
ment from the sale of American publications. and which is 
to be spent here, were an 'investmEnt in friendship,' Mr. 
Bernard Katzen, the u.s. Secretary of State's Special Envoy, 
said at a cocktail party in his honour at the Dan Hotel 
tonight, on the eve of his departure after a two-week stay. 

Mr. Katzen will present his recoimnendaticns to Mr. Dulles 
on how best to spend this sum, •to further this country's 
cultural, scientific and educational development." No formal 
commitments have yet been made on the many suggesticns that 
Mr. Katzen heard here and abroad. The final reoonnnenda.tions 
would be made after consultations with the Israel Government, 
the state Department, u.s.r.s and u.s.o.M. Mr. Katzen said. 

•To leave this hospitable State of Israel after so short 
a time is to me a matter of profound regret. To oon;ie to this 

country as messenger of goodwill of my Government has been a 
unique experience, one I will cherish in years to come. 

•During m:f brief stay I have had the opportwity to 
witness some of the splendid characteristics which make for 
the vitality of Israel. My impressions have bem manifold. 
But they have all confirmed II\Y conviction that our two 
countries are firmly tied together by cODDD.Cm aspirations. 
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1 The purpose of my mission • • • is to make recommendations 
to Secretary of State Dulles on the use of some IL7.5m. that 
have accumulated here to the credit of the u.s. Government from 
the sale of American publications under the Information Media 
Guaranty Program. 

1This programme launched :in 1952 in cooperation with the 
Government of Israel, has enabled this country, as it has 
nations elsewhere, to acquire American literature, records, etc., 
for local currency, while the U.S. Government has reimbursed 
the American publishers in dollars. 

1Israel 1 s share in this plan has been considerable--some 
40 per cent of the total volume transacted by the U.S. in all 
countries that have subscribed to it. This substantial per­
centage is eloquent testimony, not only to Israel's cultural 
stature, but also to the affinity that exists between our 
two countries,• Mr. Katzen stated." 

S'.l'ATl!l- FD, Wash~ D. C. 
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Dr Abba Hillel Silver, 
East 105 at Ansel Rd., 
'I'he 'i'emple, 
Cleveland 6, Ohio, 
U.S.A. 

D:!ar Dr Silver, 

IJ 
July 31, 1956. 

I have delayed nzy- writing in order to clarify th0 points and 
issues raise during our conversation. 

No acceptable explanation uas offered for "'hare ~t 1s resif1}a­
tion an( one must look fo the personal element to find it. 

B. G. 1s policy or policies, since, thouc,i not very clear yet, 
do not indicate a not iceable change in foreign or defence policy. '.i'here are 
many signs that in the forseenble future no major acts are contemplated and 
some of our apprehensions in this respect have proved exagerabed or premature. 
'Ihe situation being so very unstable, no clear lino of appreciation of recent 
events is feasible. 

Until tl e latest unexpected development in E ypt an · the Suez 
Canal - apart from the tension in Jordan - no single event uas nccepted as suf­
ficient cau::;e for initiative on our part. Public opinion here has shifted slif:1).tly 
from the conviction that immediate preventive action is inevitable un er the un­
disputed threat by .;,gypt and other Arab States, thou h on the ot.her hand no al­
ternative policy has taken roots yet. There in certainly much confusion in the 
public mind• the continued harassing on the Jordan and Gaza borders is still very 
irritatin and preventing any settled approach by public opinion here. '!be very 
latest development in Egypt is interpreted h re as a diversion from concentrated 
poll tic al tension in Israel-Arab relations to the nmch ·(tlder field of East-1-Iest 
and West- ab relations. There is the feeling that U.S.A. and Britain must not-1 
be convinced t hat Arab demands in the Israel problem and any appeasing policy 
touards Arab aggressive arrogance is futile in face of such Arab andiose am­
bitions, :.hreatening all ilestern influence in the ·fiddle East. On the other hand, 
I srael is and can 1:e the only reliable support. It is certainly too premature 
to sunmarize any of these ideas, also on any probable move by Russia. I can hardly 
believe that in the middle of such commotion Nasser ·Till be mad enough to try 
and intervene in Jordan or a :... tack Israel. 

Is in your opinion this present interlude the appropriate op­
portunity to move the U.S. Government to some comprehensive undertaking of 
guarantees or mutual Security pact with srael? I shall ver, much appreciate 
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if you could give me your views on these issues, as a direction for our deli­
berations here.as there is no doubt t.hat recent event s are of the nat ure of 
a turning point in Arab-Western relations and consequent ly very important to 
our future. 

In the talks about merger with Herut, there is not much news in 
addition to rrry last report. I am trying nzy- best to formulate our position in a 
way that in case of merger we -Jill prevent aey possibility of acceptance of t he 
Herut political concept and incase of failure of the talks - t hose of our mem­
bers 11ho are in favour of t he merger 1dll justif"cJ our atti tude and be prevent ed 
from drifting a,.,1ay • 

I shall take the libert y to write to you of further developments 
here and 1 .. rill be ver y glad t o hear f rom you. Hay we hope to see you here in 
~tober? 

With bes t r egards t o Hrs ilver and yourself, I wish to remain, 

Yours truly, 
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PREMIER DAVID BEN GURION 
JERUSALEM, ISRAEL 

~ , ~~ /, CABLE 
t Sept. 26, 1956 

I SEND YOU MY WARMEST FELICITATIONS ON YOUR 70th BIRTHDAY 

I HOPE THAT YOU WILL ENJOY MANY MORE YEARS OF OUTSTANDING 

AND HISTORIC SERVICE IN BEHALF OF ISRAEL WHICH HAS FVOKED THE 

ADMIRATI ON OF THE ENTIBE JEWISH WORLD 

ABBA HILLEL SILVER 
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'ATFJAENT 

DR . ABBA fa:LLEL SILVER 

Cleveland, Oh· o 

October JO, 1956. 

I hope that what ap~ rs to be a la.rg scale action on the part of the 

Israeli forces in retali tion for the ni h endle a erles of murderou commando 

raids, the ~ining of Isra 11 roads, the k1111n n oundin of many Ie~ eli 

citizens and the continuing ille 1 blockade of Jsraeli shipping throu h the Suez, 

will not develop into an all out war. ·ar can be of use to no one . 

The Israeli vernment has sked fr ,ea.ce .th t and with its Arab 

neighbors re atedly in the last eight years but a been contemptuously brushed 

aside . 

Inste d of which the Arab ~ v ~rnment , u er th 1 ders .ip of "gypt, have 

proceeded to bu'ld 11 ring of steel to encircle sr 1. 1h iidator Nasser or 

military alliance ae conolu 

military forces were lac d under 

n nd yria and their 

i th the a vowed purpose ot 

"le ping'' upon Isr el wh n th proper oment a?Tives. 

Life in I rael ha been made dangerous and intolerable by the constant 

shootin and killihg on its .frontiers. To brc nd srael the gressor in the t,ice 

of the rsistent violations or the annistiee gre ment ot the paot of the Ara 

States is quite ointless and somewhat cynical. Israel wants peace . The Arab 

r'"overnm.ents have proclajmed time and again that their major objective is to destroy 

Israel. ·';ho is the real aggressor? 

ihen the Su z anal was seized by Nasser nothin concrete was done abolJ_t it 

and r . Dulles de sure t.h t nothin would be d ne bout it . Pr s dent Eisenhower 

warned the Sta or Israel a ·nst mobillz tion but id nothing about the military 

aligments and re rations which the Arabs w re king against lsrael. 



The ri ti h e quick to ug t or to proV'. th 

the fronti r or Jor nd I q ha indicted 1 s 

a inst srael. 

ove n of Iraqi tr op to 

in sa to join th Jr n 

nt, ~h lped to stabli h th St te of I rael and 

wa tbe fir t or co niz it has he e curity of tu 1 ct 

hich it ha n d to om forty ot r count r , nor, hen co 

pour hundred 1 ion of doll.are of a into nt to t 

imperiled youn r h to n this count , o 

defend itself. 

The situ t on bas n ch int here only 

a new approa ~ , n or r o cour. .ft..,...... t s nship c n me t 

the situation. h ___ uo ... -~u, c nnot b indefinitely aintained 

on an armistic i . h fr orld unit d dipl. tic u hority 

to bear upon th reluot nt Arab tate to t down th the illing r pr ntativea 

of Isra l to ork ou just and an nt pe c for that part or t world. 



I" • STATEMENT 

DR . ABBA HILLEL SIL VER 

C1eveland,Ohio 

October 30, 1956. 

I hooe that what appears to be a large scale action on the art of the 

Israeli forces in rataliation for the rwmerette aAti nigh endless series of murderous 

commando raids, the mining of Israeli roads, the killing and wounding of ..-t1:=:IMilllliM~ w,~d 
Israeli citizens and the continuing illegal blockade of Israeli shipping through 

the Suez , will not develop into an all out war. ar can be of use to no one. 

The Israeli government has asked for peace with Egypt and with its Arab 

neighbors repeatedly in the last eight years but :vie been contemptuously brushed 

aside. 

Instead of which the Arab governments,under the leadership of Egypt , have 

proceeded to build a ring of steel to encircle Israel. The dictator Nasser of 

Egypt has been particularly active in this direction. Just a few days ago a 

military alliance was concluded bet een Egypt, Jordan and Syria and their 

military forces were placed under a single command with the avowed purpose of 

'\eaping1upon Israel when the proper moment arrives. 

Life in Israel has been made da • le b t 
~~~-+1,res..._-t-i~--t-"~~ Ve 

and killing on its frontiers. To r . sor) ~w-v¥RA-8eiilili---i~i.lt~~~~~~=l9t,ct!!!ili;-
/\ 

somewhat cynical. Israel wants peace* governments 

that their major objective is to destroy Israel. Who 

is the aggressor? 

" When the Suez Canal was seized by Nasser nothing concrete was done about it 

and Mr. Dulles ma e sure that nothing would be done about it. President Eisenhower 

warned the State of said nothing about the 

-1-
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The Fritish were quick to suggest or to approve the movement of Ira i troops to 

the frontiers of Jordan and Iraq has indicated its readiness to join with Jordan 

against Israel. •tr Govermnent, which helped to establish the State of Israel 

and was the first to recognize it has given ~@;~'.lie neither the security of 

a mutual pact which it has granted to some forty other countries, no'lwhen 

communist Russia poured hundreds of millions of dollars of arms into Egypt did it 

grant to the imperiled youngState of Israel the right to acquire arms in this 

countryt'to defend itself. 

The situation has now reached such a d~ngerous and critical point where only 

a new approach, a new order of couragous and forthright statesmanship can meet 

the situation. The status quo in the Near East cannot be indefinitely mantained - -
on an annistice basis . The free world must bring its united diplomatic authority 

to bear upon the relucta~t;!AS:ates to sit down with the willing 

of Israel to work out a*rmarent peace for that part of the world. 
I' 

representatives 



STATE 

a. ABBA HILLEL SILVER 

Cleveland, Oh o 

October 30,1956 

I ho t t hat appears to be a large so le action on the rt of th Ira li 

forces in retaliation for the nigh n less seri s of murderous commando raid, t 

mi ing of Isr eli r I the killing nd oulding of many Israeli ci tiz ns and 

the continuing illeg blockade of Iara li shippin through the Suez, • 11 not 

develop into an all out ar. ar can be of use to no one . 

The Isr el overrun nt ha asked for ace ith ,g,vpt nd ith its Arab 

neighbors repeatedly in the last eight years but h s been contemptuously brushed 

aside . 

Instead of hich the Arab overnments, under the leadership of Emt, ha 

proceeded to build a rin of steel to encircl 

gypt has been particu.1.B.rly active in this di 

military allian as concluded be een Egypt , 

military fore rep c d und r ingl co 

Isr el. The ictator r ss r of 

Just a few days ago 

Syria and their 

t th avowed purpose of 

"leaping" upon I r l n the pro r mo nt arri • 

Life in Iara 1 ha b en made dangerous and intolerable by the constant 

shooting and killin on its frontiers . To bra I rael the aggressor in the face 

of the persistent vio tins of the armistic a ement on the part of th Arab 

States is quit po ntless nd omewhat cynical. sra l ants peac . The Arab 

governments have proclaim d time nd a ain that their jor obj ctiv is to destroy 

Israel. ssor? 

·~ihen the Suez Canal s seiz d by Nasser nothing concrete was done about it 

and • Dulles made sure that nothing would be done bout it . President Eisenhower 

warned the State of Isr la ain t mobiliaation but id nothing about the milit 

alignments and pr p rat ons which the Arabs er king a inst Israel. 

_,_ 



The ·ritish ere quick to sug est or to ap rove the movement of Iraqi troop to 

the frontiers of Jordan nd Iraq has indic~ted its readiness to join with Jordan 

a inst Israel. 

our Governm nt, wh·ch helped to establi h th St te of I rael c: n<l s 

the first to reco ize it has ven it nei her the security of a mutual pact 

hich it has grant d to some forty other countries, nor, hen comrnuni t Russia 

poured hundred of illions of dollars of rm into ...,gypt did it nt to the 

imperiled youn~ tate or I rael the right to acquire arms in this country, to 

defend it~elf. 

The situation has n renched such a dang rou and critical point where only 

a new approach, new order of coura ou nd fort right st tesmanship can meet 

the eituation. The st tua ~int .ar Est cannot indefinite y majntained 

on an armistice basis . he orld mu brlng i unite diplomatic authority 

to bear upon t e reluct nt r St t o it down ith th willing representatives 

of Israel to ork out a uDt and p .r nent a for that t of the world. 



AMBASSADE DE FRANCE 

SERVICE DE PRESSE ET D'lNFORMATION 

972 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 21, N. Y. REgcnt 7-9700 

FRENCH AFFAIRS - No. 36 
October JO, 1956 

STATEMEt:T ON THE ISRAELI-EGYPTIAN CONFLICT 

MADE BY PBEMIER GUY MOLLET BEFORE THE F!iENCH NATIONAL ASSEMBLY 

ON OOTOBER 30, 1956 

This statement vas approved by the National Assembly 

on October 30 by a vote of 368 to 182 

The Council of Minister• debated the situation in the Near East this 

morning. A few hours ago, the Minister of Foreign Affairs and myself discussed 

the matter at length in Lor.don vith Sir Anthony Eden and Mr. Sel-wy?l IJ.oyd. Urgent 

decisions vere necessaTY in order to meet the developments of the last fev hours. 

We took these decisions together and they are at this moment being put into effect. 

The Government has decided to l&y them immediately before Parliament. 

Fgypt 
1 
s aggressive policy is known to the Assembly. For many months 

military aid from the L.s .s.R. and its satellites enabled it to build up ios 

supply of arms considerab:~ , at the cost of its economic recovery an<I of any in-

crease in its people's vretched standard of living. 

The balance maintained with so much difficutly in the Middle East has 

each day been further jeopardized. The Suez incidents, which revealed Colonel 

Nasser's i,ill to expand, the guerilla actions repeated daily on I srael's borders, 

then, only a few days ago, the creation of a unified command between Egypt, Syria 

and Jordan, made even plainer the threat hanging over Israel. 

Yesterday Israeli tro"!'!,_5~sed_the Egyptian border, they are marching 

toward the Suez Canal. Faced vith this fact,_~~ we evalua_te it? We kno~ 

the people of Israel well, we know their coura e and their resolve, the courage 

with which da after da the Israelis have striven to develop a stubborn soil, 

the courage with which, surrounded b hostile eo les the are man an ng 

integrity of_ their -~.!!!tor. We know their devotion to human ri hts and to e 

fundamental rinci les of democrac rinci les whose value the realize more 

perhaps th!'D 8Il;:i'.o~!~, W~--1<:£~ finall_z_j;h~:i:£VOCJ!:\,~_9_!!S_ to which Israel has 

lieen subjected b certain Arab countries we know that these countries are actin 

more an more at the insti ation of E t and that the are o enl flauntin 

heir determination one da to wi e Israel off the ma. 

We also know Colonel Nasser • s regime. We kn OW that he does not hesitate 

to resort to force and to violate international law. 1-'e shall not forget his re­

peated refusal to permit the passage of Israeli ships through the Suez Canal in 

spite of injunctions on the part of the United Nations. , •• 

, , , • The French Government and the British Government have kept the United 

States Government fully informed of their anxieties and their decisions, I have 

sent a pereonal message to President Eisenhower explaining to him the meaning and 

extent of these anxieties and these decisions. I expressed to him France's hope 

that he will support the Franco-British initiative with hi• high authority. The 

French Government is conscious of the gravity of the decisions it ha• just taken. 

It is conscious also of the gravity of the consequences which any absence of 

decision might have entailed for the equilibrium of the Middle East and for world 

peace. These are serious hours. Let me tell you how comforting it is for the 

responsible Government to know that, in action, a warm and close France-British 

solidarity is once again being sealed. 

The Government knows that it can count on the determination of the 

Assembly. It i.rl.ll request it to indicate by an overwhelming vote its approval 

of the measures which have just been taken. Thi• vote will be a striking 

demonstration of France's CEtermination and of her i,ill to peace, 
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Today in World Affairs 

Israel's Action Is Called 
A Matter of Self-Defense 

By DAVID LAWRENCE 
WASaINOTON, Oct. 30.-Who really ls the aggressor in 

the Middle East? The average person who reads only the head­
lines this week can easily be misled it he doesn't acquaint him­
self with the full record. Here is the chronologir.al stnry: 

On May 14, 1948, the British "mandate" or "trusteeship" 
over certain Middle Eastern areas was ended. 
The State of Israel had been created as a re­
sult of action taken by the United Nations in 
December, 1947. But Arab forces invaded 
Israel to prevent the Israeli state from func­
tioning. 

. Guerrilla action was constant and on May . 
.. , 15, 1948, Egypt began her blockade of all ' 
-d Israeli ships, and particularly ordered. that 
~{ none should go through the Suez Canal. ~ 

.. ,:: ' The Arab-Israeli war went on till the 
armistice, concluded on Feb. 23, 1949. ~ 

The .blockade nevertheless continued, • 
notwithstanding protests from the United 1 
Nations. ~ 

On Aug. 16, 19~1, Great Britain, -France 
and the United States sponsored a resolution 

Lawrence in the Security Council of the United Nations 
asking Egypt to litt the blockade. 

On Sept. 1, 1951, this resolution was adopted by a vote of r 
8 to 0, with Russia, India and China not voting. : 

The blockade was not lifted, and in March, 1954, the Security 
1 ouncll again asked Egypt to abandon the blockade Rucsta 

voted against the resolution. Egypt disreearded it. • ~ 
On . Sept. 28, 195~, the :ftrst Egypt to recoiinlze the little re-·[' 

Israeh ship attemptmg to run public and in continuously 
thf' b]')fkade_ was co~fiscated by threatening her existence. jo 
Egypt, notw1thstandmi a pro- , , , r 
test by the u. N. Israeli forces find it necessary 

on Nov. 16, 1955, Egypt ex- today to safeguard their in~l 
nded Ii.er blockade of Israel to terests. . . 

a point within a mile and a halt: The British and French de-: 
of the Israeli port of Eilat, cut: 

1

mand no~ that both Israel and , 
ting off shipments to and from Egypt withdraw their force~I 
the East. from the canal and that the 

Border raids have been con- waterway be "temporarily" oc­
tinuous despite the armistice. cupied by the British and 
Both Arab and Israeli forces French forces. 
have crossed the lines and dis- _T~e Israeli governIJ\ent 1s1 regarded armistice provisions wilhng. But Egypt is not. Nas-1 
each usually citing provocatio~ ser's Position in violating •the 
or reprisals. 1888 treaty, which guaranteed 

Jorda N t C d the canal against seizure by any . 
n ° enaure power, is still something that 

On March 17, 1954, after an must be reviewed by some 
• attack by Jordan forces on an competent tribwial-either the • 
= Israeli bus, the Mixed Armistice United Nations or a commission 
: Commission didn't censure Jor- set up by that organization. 
: dan and Israel the~eupon boy- Meanwhile, President Eisen­
. cotted the commission. . hower expressed today his hope 
' On March 2~, 1955, an Israeli that force would not be used by 
: raid on Egypt m the Gaza St:iP the British or French govern-
• was c~ndemned by the Security ments. Both were persuaded 1 

' Council of the U. N. once before to let the i;ituation 
On Dec. 11, 1955, Israeli forces drift, but now show signs of im­

. raided fortifications in Syria patience. 

. and were again condemned by so, all in all, it's more than 
. 1 the U. N., on Jan. 19, 1956. a matter of who is or is not the 
1 On April 19, 1956, a cease-fire aggressor. It's a question of 
! w_as a.greed to under the a.us- whether Israel, which depends 
, p1ces of the U. N. tor its ·me on shipments to and 
. But an armistice or a cease- from the rest of the world can 
, ftr_e .~till means that a "state of be strangled, by Egypt just be­
t war exists. When Nuaer of cause the latter has arbitrarily 
. Egypt seized t~e Suez Canal on seized the Suez Canal. Israel's 
., July 26, 1956, Israel was further decision to wipe qut military 
. endangered because even ship- units inside Egypt that threaten 
. ments in other vessels destined her territory :from points near 

for Israel could be kept :from the border is much more a case 
her if Egypt decided at any of self-defense tnan it l! an act t moment to refuse pasaage of of aggression. 

s such goods through the Suez © 1956 N y H ld T n. 1 Canal. ___ . . : . era. rwunt nc. 
i • But the bi11e1t C1anrer to Is-
• rael hu been 1n the refuaal ,or 

One· of these factors is that how­IL-! N'inr fork lim,, ever deplorable the military actions 1J may be, they cannot be considered 
~TU~HID 1161 ~c. ~- •· PAT •• 0 ':· in a vacuum. Rather, they must be 

All ti&• Nno11 7'11.at a,F•t to Pnnt viewed against their background as 
ADOLPH S. OCHS, Publisher 18~6-1935 represented by the whole Middle 

Eastern situation. And that back­
Published E'fery Day in the Year by ground makes it plain, as President 
THE NEW YOKK TIMES COMPANY~(Eisenhower has pointed out, that 

they have been preceded by grave 
ABT H Ull HAYS s ULZIERC:Ea !Egyptian provocations which threat-

Presidint and Publisher j ened the national existence of Israel 
and imperiled the Suez lifeline ot 
Bri.tain and France. If the military 
actiona of Israel, Britain-and France 
are violations of the United Nations 
Charter, then so are the prior ac­
tiona of Egypt. 

ORVIL E. DRYFOOS 
Vice Preaident 

AMORY H. BRAl)FORD 
Secretary 

FRANCIS A. Cox 
Treuurer There is thus involved in this case 

the right of these nations to self-
THE ASSEMBLY STEPS 11{ defense, a right recognized by the 

With guns roaring along the Suez Charter. The United States, strong 
Canal the General Assembly of the and rather dista~t from the scene, 
United Nations has met in emer- sees the remedy in moral and eco­
gency session to consider the situa- nomic pressure, which is prefer,-ble 
tion and take whatever action is but admitted:1Y would take time. The 
possible to stop the new conflagra- question is whether ha.rd-pressed 
tion before it gets out of control. Israel and, following the outbreak 
The Assembly had been called to- of hostilitle1, Britain and France 
gether ,hurriedly following the Se- could afford the time. They have 
curity council's inability to act in decided that they could not and 
the matter because of British and their judgment in matters of life or 
French vetoei of American and So- death for them merits consideration. 
viet resolution, calling on Israel to The other fl\Ctor is that, ~xce:pt in 
stop fighting and withdraw its t~e case of· Korea, the Umted ~a­
forces from Egypt .... & cell designed ~•ons h~ never been able to en~orce 
not only to end that conflict but also 11:.5 _decisions when. flou~ed by d~cta­
to forestall British and French in- tonal regimes. · That 1• especially 
tervention now under way true in the case of Israel. The 

' • . United Nations created Israel, but 
As . proposed by th~ Secunty ,,_.hen the new state was attacked 

Council, the Assemltly 1s t,~ ~ake by the Arab coalition it had to t1,rht 
recdomrtmakendatio~s toEn thte" ItabctioJ)S alone, and subsequently to rest.t 
un e en agama gyp.. egan alone. The United Nations has con­
making s~ch recommendations early demned both •ides for constant 
this morning when it endorsed the border violatioru1, but the record 
United States resolution _on the shows that the Arabs have usually 
subject. In the background, &.I a been condemned for initial raids into 
~sslble rude to its delibe~~Uons, Israeli territory, and that Israel has 
was the 'Uniting for Peace reso- been condemned for excessive re­
lution of 1950, enabling .the Assem- ta.liation. Finally, the security 
bly, if ~e Security Council falls to Council has repeatedly demanded 
act against a breach of the peace that Egypt stop the Suez blockade 
or ~ggression, to recommend col- of Israeli shipping, which is an "act 
lective m~asures to restore peace f war " but has done nothing to and secunty. 0 , . make Egypt conform to this de-

Because ot the shock of the cision. 
Israeli invasion of Egypt, and then No doubt two wrongs do not make 
the British and French intervention, a. right. But when the judge has 
coming at a moment when most of no means to enforce his judgment 
the world thought itself at peace the aggrieved party is tempted to 
and rejoiced in the victories of free- take the law into his own hands. 
dom in Eastern Europe, it was in- And the United Nations has been 
evitable that the predominant senti- unable to enforce its decisions be­
rnent in the Assembly should tum cause one of the principal provi­
against the three countries. But sions of the Charter, calling for a 
the fact that these three nations, all, ready United Nations force under a 
bulwarks of freedom and democracy J Militarv St1tff CommitteP., has con­
-and among our . stanchest allies, sistentiy been blo<:ked by . Sovlel ; 
1hould suddenly find themselve~ in i,oppositio.n . 
the role of defendants indicates that 1 For· these ?'~a sons it wou Id be "- i 
~ere is somethin~ ~rong with this , ,;rave mistake for the Gent-t'sl 1 

p~cture, as there certainly is, ,_The Assembly, hefol'e finally adj9urnir.g, j 
picture is Warped because too little to comider the . military actfons of 
attention ha.a Ileen paid to two fac~ Israel; Bril,in and Frtutce without 
tors which, once examined, give • also considering 'the whole MJ.ddle 
different aspect;to the situation. Easb!m situation and. devisipg ways 

and means to establisii a flnn ~c . 
in the Middle East. • I 

TODAY AND TOMORROW 
By WALTER LIPPMANN ;;;;;;;;;;;======== 

Disaster in the Middle East 
Although this government was 

not consulted, it knew toward 
the end of last week that Israel 

.. wasmobilizing, 
• • . it believed that 

..... this meant a 
serious mili­
tary action, 
and it had at 
least an in­
formed guess 
that this would 
not be hap-

'.)¾~I : ~~t;~rit~~d 
,./ .,. London know­
• ing about it. 

• When the 
. Israeli army 

Lippmann struck on Mon-
day, the President and his ad­
visors decided, quite rightly, to 
take the affair to the U. N. But 
there were two ways of taking 
it to the U. N. and they chose 
the wrong Ol'lf 

One was to seize the whole 
border problem, to recognize 
that it is a two-sided problem, 
ana to call for measures to 
restrain the Egyptian raids as 
well as the J.sraeli reprisals. The 
other way was the one which the 
President and Secretary Dulles 
took. This was to ignore the 
Egyptian raids, to treat Israel 
as the aggressor and Egypt as 
the innocent victim. 

This was a grave mistake of 
policy, indefensible in principle 
and in fact entirely unrealistic 
~DQ illlPrJlCticable, _, • • • 

It was indefensible to ignore, 
and thus to condone, the ex­
treme provocation of the Egyp­
tian raids. The resolution which 
Mr. Lodge submitted to the U. N . 

would, had it been adopted, have ish and the French that not onli. 
guaranteed the Egyptians be- would they get nowhere wit!}. 
hind their frontier but not the him in a Suez negotiation buf. 
Israelis behind theirs. It woUld that he was their implacable 
have made Egyptian territory a enemy throughout North Africa 
United Nations sanctuary from and the Middle East. Had Nas­
which the fedayeen raiders could ser been reasonable, moderate. 
operate without fear of reprisal. and ~tatesmanlike after his vk-

Almost certainly the expla- tory in the Sue~ affair, this e>.­
nation of this policy decision is plosion would pro"bably not have 
that those in authority did not occurred. But he is the typical 
realize what it meant, that there aggressor-dictator who will not 
was a little panic in Washington stop until he is stopped. Thal 
and that there was no cool is why once again a policy of 
deliberation. appeasement has failed to pre-

Had there been, how could the serve the peace. 
makers of this policy have failed • • • 
to see that Britain and France, For the time being this coun-
which are in a bitter cold war try has no policy in the Middle 
with Nasser, could never con- East. The policy on which we 
ceivably support a policy -so one- operated is in ruins. It was to 
sidedly favorable to Nas$er? I restrain Britain, France aad 
would have supposed that any- Israel from using force-which 
one could have foreseen what was a most desirable objective. 
happened-that if we forced the But what this policy has lacked 
-issue we would get a veto by our was any constructive plan-such 
allies and support from the So- as might have been developed 
viet Union. out of the Indian proposals-

• • • which looked towards a settle-
What caused the explosion? ment in the Middle East. The re­

The sequence of events shows, sult was that we restrained the 
I think, that Col. Nasser, con- British, the French and the Isra­
vinced that he had won his elis, but not Nasser. This led to 
fight over Suez, moved on the explosion which has blown 
promptly to work out another our Middle East policy to bits. 
step in his grandiose plans to be- President Eisenhower's for• 
come the master of the Arab mula as a peace-maker has beer 
world. While the Suez crisis was to stop the shooting and, with• 
hot, Nasser suspended his war out working out a settlement, to 
against Israel and there were no_ have both sides accept the statw, 
raids. When the Suez crisis ha.cf quo. Why has the formula not 
passed, the raids began again:"" worked this time? Because this 
accompanied by military me~ time there was Nwer..who does 
ures to bring Jordan, Syria, and not and will not acew2t the sta .. 
Lebanon within Nasser's orbit.. tus quo, who is so great a dis-

His behavior convinced thC turber of the peace that those 
Israelis that they could not liv~ who are hurt by him cannot take 
with him. It convinc~ the Bri~ it forever, 

C November t, 1958, New York Her~ld T:INi'!\1e Inc. All rlrb~ reserved. __________________ ....,,... .. ----------------=--
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"Ye shall know the truth and the truth shall make you free.• 
Tohn, viii. JZ. 

Israel and Egypt 
Audaciously Israel march,cl across the Sinai Penin­

E:ula toward the Suez Cann 1. IL was a brilliant political 
stroke l;>ecause it was timr l to establish onP fact, namely, 
that Israel will not be choked to death while the Great 
lJowers appease Nasser of Egypt. 

This is what Israel faced: A simultaneous movement 
across her border by Egypt, Syria and Jordan. As Jordan 
had dissipated its forces, Iraqi troops were being sent 
to the Jordan frontier. 

This was done with the consent of the British, who 
are continuing the policy of being afraid of the Arabs, 
lest they become oil starved. 

Meanwhile, the United States continu0d some aid to 
Nasser despite his association with Soviet Russia and 
his seizure of the Suez Canal. 

Was Israel to wait until no course of a ·tion remained? 
Or· v;~re the Israeli to sl1ow that, as David took on Gali­
nth . and as the Maccabees took on the Hellenic world, so 
th~:-, were ready to live free or to die, but never to be 
reduc--d to slavery. 

!:::> -> they marched across the Sinai Peninsula 110 
mil<'s toward the canal which the Western world lost be­
causp l t was afraid to fight for it. 

Tlwy picked an opportune 1..ime 
for the march across the desert: It 
was vvhen Soviet Russia, the enemy 
Qf God. was engaged in Hungary and 
Poland and worried as to what might 
happen in Etst Germany and Bul­
garia and Rumania; it was the final 
week of the election campaign in the 
United States; it was a week when 
France's policy toward North Africa 
was being starched to a recognition 
that the .factual enemy of France is 
Nasser, who like Hitler, has made a 
target of France and a scapegoat of 
the Jews. 

Nasser 

Does it mean war? Who can tell? In the past, men 
fought . for less and no one will use atomic weapons ex­
·cept as a last resort. And it would do Israel no harm if a 
United Nations, or a Brjtish-French force moved to keep 
both sides neutralized. 

Israel's boundaries would cease to be liquid and 
subject to Arab attacks. 

Nor would it discourage Israel ·if the 80,000 British 
troops who had control1ed the Canal would return to 
maintain peace and order and curb the ambitions of the 
African Hitler who se.rµes neither God nor country but 
only himself and his ambitions. Nor would it bother 
Israel at all to see France back in control of the Suez 
Canal Company. In a word, the status quo ante Nasser 
would serve Israel well. 

Therefore, we have this issue brought to a head­
an issue that has been long in the making and that could 
no more be postponed to please anyone, becau e o~vt­
ously the alternative step would have been the stranglmg 
of Israel by the combined Arab forces under N as er's 
management_. 

Nasser has flaunted the Western world and lowered 
its prestige in the eyes of the Middle East and Asia. In­
evitably, his next objective would be the de tr,wtion of 
Israel established with the help of the \Vestert1 world. 
In su~h a situation, Israel could only act or die. 'i'he free 
world now must marshal its forces for a solution short 
of total war. 
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'f u 1 ~ i nt r c teo i t e; E..ncloSJed m.e1 oran um, ri t n 
in t e forri of a letter to 1.r . uC onald . n t <- 0vlo·' cD' s 
l::..:Jt t i to Israel, he invited me for a tal1< about the Juez 
situation. lfter I tola him ~y oJiniun ~s to w1at IsrAel 
hould do , he asked me to prepare a memorandum whic he woul 

either show to B- G -=1na Golda M., or u e it in his discussions 
with them. The enclosed letter is that memoran um . 

When I re-read it this morning, I wns amazed to see 
how closely tne present narch of ev nt s follows the analysis 
and sugce tions of my memorandum, _n I thoueht that ou 
too mi Bht be intere~ted in cing it. 

ith my best 1ishes , 

As a lways, 
I . . ~~ ,t_,k f 



L. nor ble JR me s G. 
5323 ~mpire State 
New York 1, . . Y. 

cnon· ld 
uilding 

1 u 7 U , t 7th, 195 

intend .Jending ti s letter to ~. o . ue~n ary, before sne 
sails from ew York tomorrow orning, as I feel that your vi it to 
I rael at this .3tage i extrem.ly opportune - bove nu beyond the 
immediate objective of your trip. I refer, of course, to the Juez 
oituation. 

A you may recall, I phoned you in Bronxville the day the news 
broke about asser's latest act of acrobatics. If lt ten as l fe ~l 
now thAt the _t;gyptian p '•eudo-Hi tler has provided a great opportunity 
for Isr~el - which may not present itoelf again for mr ny years to 
come - to rectify her present, practically unten~ble, strategic 
position in the iid le 'ast; ~nd to immeasurq,bly improve ner status 
on the world international . ., cene. 

In our 0 ho t conversation this morning, I outlined to ·ome 
extent what I have in mind. I t oeems to me th,.. t a further el·1bo .1tion 
is indicated, particularly becau ·e ou will probably be Jeeing aoon 
the policymakers of I rael. 

Not wi dhing to make of this letter. a lengthy dis vdrtation, I 
ohnll dispense with any analy i s of pat events and developmentd. 
Let us just mention tat, in, the cour e of the last few years, t ere 
have been opportunities when srael could have seized tne initictive 

nd possibly improved her position - notably: 1.- , hen 'gypt, ~till 
un er i Arouk, ~tarted guerrilla warfare against the British; 2.- ihen 

King Abdullah was assassinated in the Old City of Jerusalem. 

however, neither of these two opportunities, or ~ny other tat 
one might think of can compare in scope and in hid en potentialities 
with the present situ tion. There is no que tion that the ~et i s now 
facing a clear-cut dilemma. Lither they allow nas er to get nwny ' ith 
it ~nd thu abdicate completely whatever they stil l hold by way of 
influence and positions in the hiddle i~ast (includin , tie oil conces­
sions); or her i where they make their l at stand - • nd no holds 
barred. 

A the fir . t altern~tive would mou t to virtual suicid on t e 
pr rt of the W tern power·, on may t ~ ·ume t1at they will be bound 
to adopt the econd courve, de pite ashi r gton•s indecision. . tis 
more, whether ashington lik sit or not, the United 3tates has no 
c oice but to back up ondon an 1:'aris however dra tic their 
actions may be. ior a ington i f acing a dile,i1ma of her own. ven 
the most soft-headed American politician could not afr ord to wreck 
NArO and the entire sy tem of anti- ·oviet alliance built overt e 
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last decnde wit 
. nd pre tige. 

uch uge invevtment of capital, energy, plan1ing 

f e agree a to the ·oundnes of these premi es, -->rel h s 
a few urgent problem to 8olve - and 3olve them in a uriy, b fore 
it iv too late. ti· true that srael my benefit ev n if ne rem i 
·itting on the fence and waiting for developments. I.owever, inti 
ca e uhe may get ~ome crumbs, whi h would not chan e her ituation 
to any appreciable degree. Or Israel may oeize the i iti tive cnu o 
herself good in a big way. hich hall it be. 

Under "seizing initiative" I o not mean th t Ir .el houl 
act on her own. In eed, I would tron ly coun el a ain t that. riti h 
an French tacit approval of ~ny ~teps taken by Israel is a conditio 
sine qua non - but the moment this Bri tish-.i;'rench approval is 
obtained (and I feel confident that it could be eotten) , lsrael 
neith~r hesitate, nor try to get clearance from a hington. i 
ultimately be granted, but via "ritain an ~ranee, not irectly 
Israel. 

-houl 
will 

to 

You know what my 1 is. ~ving obtained 1ritish- ~rench 
behind-the-scenes con nt, l -.1houl occup the Gaza trip, expell 
the .l!;g ptians from alestin t rritory n come down to the bank of 
the Juez anal. eed enlarge on the c which this would pro~uce 
in Israel's trategic osi t ion, r n i uture relations with t e 

e tern world? 

Neither t e inconveniences an problem presented byte absorp ion 
oft e 2UO . O O Arab i~ t e Gaza area, nor t e o ium and accusations 
of "being a tool of British-"rench i i perialism" c n outweigh the 
tremendou benefits - n lasting ones - which r~r· el would thus 
achieve. 

I hope th'"'t you and rs .. c.L., onald will have a pleasant journe . 

A lwa s, 

!fliahu en-1 orin 
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The Soviets and "Ne11trality" 
When the Soviet Union consented to a. 

state treaty with Austria that withdrew 
Red occupation forces from th:¢ country 
on the basis of Austrian neutrality, there 
was a. good deal of wlshlul thin.klng in 
Western countries to the effect that 
:icutrallty would provide the answer to 
most of the territorial problems of Eu­
rope. A "neutral belt" was foreseen, run­
ning from the Adriatic to the Arctic 
Ocean, beginning with Yugoslavia, end­
ing with Finland and Sweden, and tak­
ing in Austria, a. united Germany and 
perhaps the Soviet satellites along the 
way. This "neutral belt" would, it was 
argued, keep the Soviet Union and NATO 
apart; lessen tensions; offer greater 
autonomy to nations under Soviet con• 
trol and, in general, offer long-term .set­
tlement of the problem that was created 
when the Red armies marched into the 
heart of the Continent. 

The Kremlin seemed to give counte­
nance to this idea, not only by the 
Austrian treaty but by its rapprochement 
with Tito, by the praise of neutrality in 
general which was scattered by Messrs. 
Khrushchev and Bulganin during their 
Asian tour and by the Soviet propo.sal 
that the Warsaw pact would be scrapped 
H NATO was dissolved. But signs were 
not wanting that Soviet approval of 
neutrality had rather strict limits. The 
Moscow leaders were pointedly dlsin• 
terested in German unification on any 
terms, and while denouncing West Ger• 
man ties with NATO, there was no offer 
of unification and freedom in return tor 
German neutrality. The offer to scrap 
the Warsaw pact was obviously a. sham 
so long as the members of the pact were 
controlled by Mo.scow, and as soon as 
Poland gained a precariou.s measure of 
independence as a "national Communist" 
state, Mr. Gomulka made it clear tha1 
Russian troops would remain on Polish 
aoll .so long as the German question was 

unresolved. This may well have been the 
price exacted by the Kremlin in return 
for tolerating the Gomulka government. 

In any event, Premier Nagy was not 
allowed to make Hungary a neutral state. 
Demands !or Hungarian withdrawal 
from t he Warsaw pact began in the latter 
stages of the revolt; the first concern 
of the freedom fighters was for the re­
moval of all Soviet troops from the coun­
try. On Oct. 31, Premier Nagy announced 
that Hungary would leave the pact and 
implied that it might become the nucleus 
of a new neutral grouping. And on Oct. 
31, Hungarian sources began to report 
the entry of new Soviet units into their 
country. 

It would be too much to say that the 
Nagy government's decision to work .for 
neutrality was the sole reason why the 
Kremlin decided to put down the in­
dependence movement in Hungary by 
brute force. Probably preparations for 
that tragedy were already under way 
whlle Hungarian and Soviet officials were 
negotiating the Soviet "withdrawal." 
The Hungarian people had already 
shQwed them.selves far too independent• 
minded for their Soviet masters. But U 
ls notable that the Premier the Rus­
sians .forced on Hungary in place ot 
Nagy, Janos Kadar, has been insistent 
that Hungary must adhere to the War• 
saw pact, on the ground that neutrality 
would be "exploited by the impertallst.s 
and lead to war." \ 

It ls clear-and should be apparent to 
all disciples of neutralism in Europe and 
Asia-that neutrallty is only admitted 
by the Soviet Union as preferable to 
association with the Western group. 
When one of its own satellltes tries to 
achieve neutrality, the effort ls put down 
with blood and fire. The Soviet Union 
would rather have a bound and stricken 
slave state on its borders than an in­
dependent neutral. 

The City and Consolidated Edison 
Mayor Wagner has asked the Consoli­

dated Edison Company whether it is 
"prepared" to make a purchase offer on • 
the subway power plants and provide 
a long-term contract !o:;: all transit elec­
tricity. This is commendable. 

The situation, in brief, ls that the city 
has already made a huge investment in 
modernization of the three power plants 
for the IRT and BMT subways and will 
have to spend a lot more to complete 
the work. After all that is done, the city, 
accord!ng to its own figures, says it will 
be able to manufacture electricity a little 
cheaper than buying it from private en­
t.tarorJ . 

The eampllcation 1s that the city 1.'I 

'ft!'Y hard put In finding sufficient funds 
now and 1n the future for the power 
planta and all the other capital expendi­
ture programs that cannot be neglected. 
Only a couple of weeks ago the Clty 
Planning Commission said: "Provided 
the dty'a interests can be protected, and 
Ulla can be determined only on the basis 
of actual negotlationa, we are not con­
vinced that it ls desirable .for the city 
to remain in the power business wlth the 
resultant burden on the capital budget 
Ulls entalls." 

Whether Mayor Wagner ls equally con­
vinced remains to be seen. But it Is cer­
tainly encouraging that he has made a 

firm move toward opening negotiations. 
Now this is a vastly complicated busi­

ness. For the city, Mr. Wagner is anxious 
to retrieve as much as possible of its 
costly investment 1n tbe past. It is per­
fectly true, as he says, that con Ed "has 
not indicated an interest in the purchase 
of all three power plants in the past." 
What the company did propose in March, 
1955, was to buy the Kent Ave. and 59th 
St. J)lants tor $30 m!lllon, lease the 74th 
St. plant and give a ten-year power 
contract. This the city refused, but both 
sides may be able to work out something 
difft'rent now. The Mayor, 1n h is Jetter, 
is q uJte p r o p cr!v con c erned ~bout; f;C L• 
ting a good deal on the price of p'Jwer 
in the future. Certainly this is import ant 
-perhaps it ls even more vital than the 
amount to be paid for the plants. For 
there ought to be substantial assurance 
that subway :fares can be kept as low 
as possible. 

All this, a.s we have urged before, Is a 
subject for competent, impartial deter­
mination. The first step should be tor 
Mayor Wagner and Mr. Harland c. 
Forbes, president of Consolidated Edison, 
to sit down and have an objective talk, 
A fair sale of the power plants and an 
equitable, long-term contract for elec­
tricity would be in the best interest of 
both parties and the entire community. 

Settlement House Anniversary 
Baell: in the early 1880s a young Ameri­

can clergyman, Dr. Stanton Colt, visited 
London after getting his Ph. D. at the 
University of Berlin and stayed for sev• 
era! months at Toynbee Hall, the pioneer 
aettlement house, where university stu­
dents Uved with London's poor and 
learned to understand their problems 
ftrst hand. Returning to this country, he 
determined to put the theory into prac­
tice on the lower East Side, congested 
with successive waves of immigrants. 

Starting With six boys, who called their 
organlza.tlon the Lily Pleasure Club, his 
Yenture soon became the :first settlemenl 
house here under the name of the Neigh• 
borhood Guild, later changed to Unlver• 
11ity Settlement. The purpose was to help 
the new immigrants become settled, to 
protect them from being exploited, to 
become good citizens, to preserve their 
native handicrafts and arts and to give 
them a feeling of belonging to a neigh• 
borhood instead of being lonely individ• 
ua1s in a -large city. As immigrants ot 
different natlonalltles arrived, there was 
also the problem of persuading former 

hostile groups to work together as neigh• 
bors in their new, adopted country. 

From this beginning 1n 1886, the move• 
ment .for social improvement has ex• 
panded until it now numbers more than 
800 settlement and neighborhood houses 
throughout the United States, Including 
such other .famous ones as the Henry 
Street settlement here in New York, 
South Bend House in Boston and Hull 
House in Chicago. The seventieth an• 
nlversary ot the University Settlement 
has just been celebrated by the entire 
movement to emphasize the work which 
has been done by all of them in recog­
nizing the tact that the whole social 
structure can be endangered if one part 
of it ls neglected. With the achievements 
of the past seventy years in mind, social 
workers have dedicated themselves to 
continue to help people to help them­
selves on a neighborhood level, making 
better citizens, creating better social 
conditions and offering those who might 
be lonely a feeling ot belonging to the 
community, It ls a hard but rewarding 
task. 

The Engineers Make Plans 
Last summer the nation's great en­

gineering societies decided that they 
would continue to make their headquar­
ters in New York, despite the inadequacy 
of their present quarters, and despite 
the attractive offers dangled ln front of 
them by other American cities. 

Now they have announced plans for a 
new Engineering Center 1n mid-Man­
hattan, a. development which would 
make New York the "engineering capital 
of the world." The project is still In a 
preliminary stage, but contracts have 
been given out for architectural plans 
and study. Although no details have yet 
been announced on specific location, 
time ot completion or cost, It can be 
assumed confidently that the engineer­
ing societies have in mlnd a project 
which wlll not only give adequate atten­
tion to their own needs, but will also 
provide the clty with a center In which 
it can take great pride. 

By their action, the five societies con­
eerned have given a vote ot confidence 
II New York. They include the American 

society of Civil Engineers, the American 
Institute of Mlnlng, Metallurgical and 
Petroleum Engineers, the American So­
ciety of Mechanical Engineers, the 
American Institute ot Electrical Engi­
neers and the American Institute of 
Chemical Engineers. All will have a part 
in the new center project, and all de• 
serve every bit of help and co-operation 
that the city can offer in seeing their 
plans through to fruition. 

From. Che,ter, England 

THROUGH the ra.in liktbounclng fish 
we bump against the cobblestones, 

tappmg their unwrinkled age 
with our tired, living bones. 
I can forgive the plane tree 
that shelters others after me. 
concede the turtle length of days 
for the strangeness of bis ways, 
but I shall hate the hard stone 
that struck the 11mall obedient feet 
of busy Romans on this street 
and will 1trike still when I am a-one. 

SHER.NA SHALIT 
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Don't Lo,e Touch With Things 
C 1158, lfew 'l'n Beralcl Tm.,,. IM. 

TODAY AND TOMORROW 
a;;;;;;;========- 8:, WALTER IJPPMANN ========= 

The Soviet Volunteers 
The President's statement 

about Russian "volunteers" in 
Egypt cannot fairly or reason• 

• .. " : .. , "'.W;<•"'~''"''Y'«'•,ably be lnter-
".''i +. ·. preted as an 
f.' ·' att-empt. to 
t~ •• avoid Amerl-
t can resPonsi-

lllty and to 
pass the buck 
to the United 
Na.tiorut. There 
are no do1,1bt 
men in Wash­
ingt.on who 
wou)d like to 
do just that. 
But it could 
not be done In 

Lippmann t his case £>ven 
r wr. won!ecl to <'lo tt \ For H th.­

U. N. allows a. force of RUSSl&D 
volunteers to be organized 1n 
Egypt and Syria, it will be a dil­
astrous blow to the United 
States. But it would be a fatal 
blow to the United Nations. 

• • • 
So we must read the Presi­

dent's statement as a call upon 
the United Nations to seize the 
problem which has been brought 
into the open by Egyptian and 
Russian declarations about vol­
unteers. What would be the po­
sition of the U. N. lf, after de­
manding Russian withdrawal 
from Hungary and British and 
French withdrawal from Egypt, 
lt allowed a Russian army to 
enter Egypt and Syria? The 
President ls entitled to say that 
he Is going to work through the 
u. N. because he has a right to 
insist that the issue is one 
which the U. N. cannot evade. 

It goes without saying that 
the trained m!lltary personnel 

that Nasser and the Soviet gov­
ermnent have been talking about 
are not in any ·true sense of the 
word volunteers. They could not 
be recculted, equipped, and 
tisnsported to EgY.Pt except by 
the Soviet govemment. It ls in­
conceivable that the Soviet gov­
ernment would not have the 
:ftnal say as to how, where, and 
wben they were to be used. 
'lbere can be no doubt that, 
once established in the Middle 
East, this Russian force would 
?lave the pPwer to make and to 
unmake the Arab governments, 
and thus to dominate the whole 

Ion. 
• • • 

, T he qu<'stion Js not one which 
1"'1 ?u di1-:pn. -~ ,.._-, t,H ,..,..r ,..1,, 

(.iOJl6 Which do no m ore than to 
express an optnlon. ~t, quPs­
tlon is whether. Grea. Bntain 
and France ha.vine- withdrawn 
from Egypt, the 'CY. N. will per­
mit Russia to enter Egypt. 

The latest reparts available 
as this is written suggest that 
both In Cairo and in Moscow 
t!lere is a dispasltion not to 
plunge ahead with the volunteer 
business. The President's first 
warning must surely have had 
something to do with this. 
Moreover, as the withdrawal of 
the Anglo-French forces is as­
sured, there is no reason which 
the Soviet government can pub­
licly a.vow to Justify the sending 
in of its own so-called voluµ­
teers. 

This Is a very considerable 
gain. But we have no right to 
suppose that the Soviet govern­
ment is, therefore, giving up the 
idea of creating a Soviet mili­
tarY force in the heart of the 

Middle East. There Is much 
credible evidence, uncovered 
through the capture of Egyptian 
documents and an examination 
of the captured Russian muni­
tions 1n Egypt, to indicate a 
strong probability that a Rus­
sian military base is being pre­
pared. The evidence Indicates 
that military supplies have been 
shipped Into Egypt to await the 
later arrival of the volunteers, 
that Is to say of the Soviet per­
i;onnel. 

• • • 
For the moment it may be 

that the occasion has paSl!ed 
when the Soviet government 
will move a great mass of volun­
teers into Egypt. But the w rid 
,_...._,." • .,.,-.v.11 n .i .. .i.1. t..u u JJJ UOh .u-

ity thnt such personnel w ill be 
coming, nevertheless, com(ng 
quietly and In small numbers 
over a period of time. 

This means that the United 
Nations police force has a. long 
tour of duty ahead of it. It will 
have to do more than to super­
vise the British, French and Is­
raeli withdrawal. It will have 
to do more than to deal with 
the Arab-Israeli border prob­
lems. 

There is a great vacuum of 
power in the Middle East which 
was created by the original with­
drawal of the British from Suez 
in 1954. Nasser has tried to fill 
that vacuum. But Nasser's 
Egypt is not a great power, and 
Nasser's role in the history of 
the Middle East has not been 
to create the Pan-Arab empire 
he talks about. His role has 
been to open the door of the 
Middle East to the Russian em­
pire. 

C Nanmblr 1l ltH. New York Herald Tribune Ille. All tlchts reserved. 

The Letter Forum 
We!tem "Volonteen" 

To the N. Y. Herald Tribune: 
The British and French, hav­

ing seized the 1niti8t!ve in the 
Middle East, should hold ll 
Until they arl!"certain of Ruwa'a 
next move. they should not 
withdraw because of Soviet 
threats. 

The Soviet oligarchy has 
broadpast a warning that If the 
British and French do not with­
draw from the Middle East, it 
will .see to It that Soviet volun­
teers In great numbers assist the 
Egyptlans. Why do not the 
Western powers counter thig 
threat by implying that at llllt 
that time they will Permit West­
ern volunteers to usist Poland 
and Hungary? 

If it is Soviet policy to weaken 
the West by 1nvolvlng it in smau 
wars, this could be the right 
time to return th1l compliment 
World esprit might be given a 
much-needed boost if every time 
the Soviets yacked. the West dld 
a little yackety-yacking of it.a 
own. One thing a bully cannot 
stand up to is a. b]t of back talk 
from some one his own size. 

LYTTON W. DOOLITrLE. 
Providence. R. I .. Nov. 14, 1956, 

Modem Republicanism 

To the N. Y. Herald Tribune· 
President Eisenhowu's s~. 

tacular victory ls another Im­
pressive demonstration of the 
American people's trust in hll?I, 
and indicates that they are solid 
ly behind the policies which ~ 
has championed. 

However, when the reJolc!n 
over the Eisenhower triumph ha: 
finally died. away, the Repubu. 
can party 1s going to have to 
subject itself to a searchinc 
critical evaluation of Its Position 
on the political scene. Por de 
spite an overwhelmllli Vk:to • 
!n the Presidential contest J;! 
Republlca.na were unable to'CID-

\ , 

ture either house of Congress. 
Obviously, something is rad­

ically wrong. It is becoming more 
clear all the time that the Re­
publican party as a whole does 
not have the confidence of the 
people, and, lackln,g that confi­
dence, its prospects for the fu­
ture are dismal indeed. In 1960 
the party will be unable to rely 
on the magic name of Eisen­
hower to pull it through, and, 
therefore, it must <'epend on its 
0,m resources in order to win. 

Unless its leaders are prepared 
to reshape the party along more 
liberal line&, it cannot hope to 
gain the support of progressive­
thinking voters. The times call 
for the sort of political philoso­
pb1 that :ftnds expression in the 
so-e&lled "modern Republican­
islll" as enunciated by President 
E!lenhower. The party must look 
ever forward and adapt itself to 
the fast-changing conditions as 
theY evolve. 

ROBERT W. ELBERS. 
.-i-monk, N. Y .. Nov. 9, 1956. 

Conscription Opposed 
To the N. Y. Herald Tribune: 

In their eloquent debates on 
the Hungarian and Middle East 
violence. United Nations dele­
gates pose as mankind's foremost 
peace partisans. It is distressing. 
therefore, when none among 
tt.em questions what right ,any­
body has to make others kill 
their fellow men. Denied that 
prerogative, rulers would find 
waging warfare extremely diffi­
cult-perhap.,; impossible. This 
applies everywhere, totally tran­
scending political and economic 
Ideologies, and relative rightness 
or wrongness of national objec­
tives. Confirming this contention 
1s the common lnablllty of an 
governments to raise armed 
forces , adequate in number for 
large-scale human slaughter, ex­
cept by drafting them. 

Here, then, is a matter well 
worth U. N. deliberation. From 
it may emerge true statesmen 
through whose tireless efforts 
conscription would be abolished. 
Such action should provide the 
indispensable first step toward a 
warless world. 

SAMUEL MICHAELSON. 
Philadelphia, Nov. 14., 1956. 

I. L. A. and Russia 

To the N. Y. Herald Tribune: 
A recent article ln the Herald 

Tribune stated that the In­
ternational Longshoremen's As­
sociation refused to handle 
freight arriving from Russia on 
the Pioneer Wave and asked the 
Boston local to do the same, and 
to continue this boycott untll 
Russia removed her troops from 
Hungarian soil. All credit is due 
the I. L. A. for this forceful 
show o! pa trlotism which Is the 
only kind that Russia seems to 
understand. I. M. S. 

Port WB.6hington. L. I ., Nov. 
14, 1956. 

M~TTER OF FAC1T 
==· By JOSEPH and STEW ART ALSOP=;;;a 

Why a Silver Platter? 
WASHINGTON. 

It will take a long time to add up the full cost of the disaster 
In the Middle East, but its chief effect is already pretty clear, 
The most strategically vital region of the modern world has been 
handed to the Kremlin on a silver platter-with the American 
government as a raiher conspicuous platter-bearer. 

Or putting lt another 
way, the American govern• 
ment has energetically as­
sisted in installing Egypt's 
President Gamal Abdel 
Nasser as the Soviet viceroy 
of the Arab lands. That is 
almost sure to be the prac­
tical result of recent events, 

There is no use com­
pla!n!ng, any longer, about 
the unwisdom of the An· 
glo - Franco - Israeli Inter­
vention in Egypt. The im• 
portant thing, now, is to 

J S Al realize the effects of the 
oseph Alsop tewart sop Anglo - Franco-Israeli fail• 

ure to attain their aim. Their true aim was to topple Nasser 
from his position of vast Influence and power throughout Pan­
Arabia. Nasser was in fact toppled-for he could never have sur• 
vived his humiliating military defeat by the Israelis without 
active American and Soviet help. 

But the Egyptian Humpty- -----------­
Dumpty was put back on the 
wall again, partly by parallel 
Soviet and American action In 
the United Nations, partly by 
intense American pressure on 
our allies, and partly by the 
apparent Western surrender to 
loud Soviet threats. The last 
factor is the most significant, 
since all Arabs are now con­
vinced that the Egyptian cease­
fire was granted in !esponse to 
the Bulganin ultimatum to Brit­
ain and France. 

The State Department, which 
used to call Nasser a Soviet 
stooge, now portrays him as full 
of gratitude to us. He has, it 
appears, been very nice to our 
new ambassador in Cairo, Ray­
mond Hare. But in fatt every 
one with first hand knowledge 
of the Middle East is convinced 
that the Department's former 
view of Nasser is now more cor­
rect than ever. 

• • • 
Nasser's psychology ls such 

that he will surely consider re­
cent American actions were 
largely motivated by fear of the 
Soviets. He will feel that this 
country and the other leading 
Western powers turned and ran 
as soon as the Soviets began 
fingering a gun. Far more than 
in the past, he will look to the 
Soviet Union as his guide and 
protector. 

Nor is this any more than the 
beginning of the story. Nasser 
both symbolizes and leads t~ 
predominant nationalist move­
ment throughout all the Arab 
lands. There is very little of 
the Spirit of '76 ln this Nasser 
brand of Arab nationalism. It is 
neurotically hate-ridden and vi­
ciously anti-Western. It is 
marked, above all, by the con­
viction that old grudges can now 
bP vP11t,Pd on t.hP WP~t.Prn T"I0"1P1"q 
'1 ith perfect snfety, beca use the 
W~st 1s now too weak-w1lled and 
impotent to respond to any 
provocation. 

• • • 
If Nasser had been toppled, It 

would have been like the slap on 
the face that doctors recom­
mend as a, cure for hysteria. 
The Arab nationalists would 
have stopped screaming and 
drumming their heels on the 
floor, and would have started 
dealing with hard realities. They 
might then have begun to act 
as serious nationalists, ot!erlng 
constructive programs for their 
own countries. and forthrightly 
seeking a r.onstructive accom-

modatlon with the western na­
tions. 

But since Humpty-Dumpty 
has been put back on the wall 
again, the opposite effects can be 
anticipated. Nasser's followers in 
other Arab lands will of course 
take notice of the Israelis' bril­
liant victory. This will be chilled 
by demonstration that Nasser'!I 
vaunted military power is a 
busted flush. But this setpack 
for Nasser will be more than 
balanced by the enhanced P.,.t..:.· -­
tige of the Soviet Union, e 
reflected glory of Nasser as the 
Kremlin's special Middle East­
ern favorite. 

Wha.t must now be e,cpected, 
therefore, is the progressive col­
lapse of every remaining West­
ern posltlon in the Middle East, 
under the assault of the Nasser­
Jed Arab nationalist movement. 
Arab nationalism will now be 
more inflamed than ever before 
because of the fruitless attempt 
to topple its leader. It will be 
more conftdent than ever be­
cause of the apparent Western 
surrender to the recent Soviet 
threats. It will be more Soviet­
influenced than ever because not 
only Nasser, but the Arab na­
tlonallsts everywhere will now 
tend to accept the Soviets as 
their guides and protectors. And 
the Soviets will use the Arab na­
tionalists. coolly and ruthlessly, 
as instruments to cut the West­
ern Alliance's oil jugular in the 
Middle East. 

• • • 
There are other probable con• 

sequences of the Middle East­
ern disa.ster, such as the replace­
ment of the present British gov• 
errunent by a strongly anti• 
American Labor Cabinet. the. 
onset of political chaos 1n 
France, and so on. But this 
storm which is shaking the 
,~-h~, .., ~, .. ,C".;tcrn A !! c.. n c'" t.., l~ 
foundat10n stlll chiefly centers 
in the Middle East. 

Maybe the British, French 
and Israelis were wrong to try 
to topple Nasser at all, and cer­
tainly the British and French 
played their part in the opera• -
tion as badly as POssible. But 
once the attempt had been start­
ed for good or ill, the fate of the 
Western Alliance automatically 
hung upan Its success. That ii 
the point the American govern­
ment has refused to recognize. 
Maybe it is not too late, even 
now, to recognize this central 
point and thus salvage some­
thing from the ruins. 
© 1956, N. Y. Herald Tribune Inc. 

Bewil~ering the Voter 
ro the N. Y. Herald Tribune: 

Defeat on Election Day of 
the proposition for a. loan of 
$100,000,000 for limited-profit 
housing purposes has been at­
tributed quite generally to "up­
state" New York opposition, 
While it appears to be true that 
rural residents are less sym­
pathetic to public housing than 
residents of urban areas. 1t 
seems to me that a closer look 
may Indicate that the fault lies 
in the method of presenting 
this and other propositions. 

This. in the face of the fact 
that the proposition for a $500,-
000,000 bond issue for highways 
and parkways passed at the 
same time that the housing 
proposition failed! 

Even though the highway and 
parkway proposal means spend­
ing $500.000,000 and the housing 
proposal involved a state loan 
that, with interest, was to have 
been paid back. both proposals 
on the voting machines read al­
most the same in the first por­
tions of their quoted parts. The 
highway proposal read: "An act 
authorizing the creation of a 
state debt to the amount of 
$500 million . . . " The housing 
proposal read: "An act author­
izing the creation of an addi-
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tional state debt in the aggre• 
gate amount of $100 million .. . " 

To the voter who in advance 
had not studied these proposals, 
the probabilities are that each 
meant ".spending." 

The vote total and the fate of 
these proposals in Sullivan 
County, for example, may bear 
this out. For President and 
Vice - President, the total vote 
was 25,117-a record mark for 
the county. Yet on the high­
way proposition, only 9,790 
voted, leaving 15.327 not re­
corded. On housing, even fewer, 
8.469. voted. This left 16 648 
indicating no preference. ' 

In the 1955 election, across 
the tops of voting machines of 
New York State was a bewilder­
ing array of ten proposed 
amendments to the State Con­
stitution and one proposition. 
Little wonder then that these 
got comparatively scant atten­
tion of voters! 

The experience with the ,-J. 
most perennial presentation of 
these proposals seems to prove 
that a change in the method of 
presentation or perhaps in the 
wording is demanded. 

GEORGE A. YAEGER, 
Editor. "The Liberty Register." 

Liberty, N. Y., Nov. 14, 1956. 
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COf\lSULATE GENERAL OF ISRAEL 
939 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE 

CHICAGO 11, ILLINOIS 

WHITEHALL 3-02815 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
East 105th Street at Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

December 6, 1956 

Refs 800 

l'\'1??~ n11,,0Jip 

?HifU'I ')~• 

I have been requested by the Prime Minister's office to forward 
to you the enclosed envelope. 

I hope to have the pleasure of seeing you gain soon. I expect 
to be in Cleveland some time in January. 

tw 

With warm personal regards. 

Sincerely yours, 

:'I~£ ~r" 
Simcha Pratt, 
Consul General 
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P.s. So tar a I know at t·u r l ting I will be atayin at the 
aldort storia Hotel wheN the onist dinner will be held. 



EMBASSY OF ISRAEL 

WASHINGTON , 0 . C. 

Dear Dr . Silver, 

t, Ni W"' .M1i"i) t:, 

1i ~ .l l" t:1i 

January 11, 1957 

I enclose a confidential memorandum on the 
vital iP1portance of aranteein"· freedom of navigation 
in the Gulf of Akaba before any change is made in the 
present position at the entrance to tr e Gulf. 

e are gravely aware that if this is not 
done , the way may be paved for new crises arising out 
of the blockade by E pt of an international waterway . 

In view of your eep i 1tere t in the affairs 
of our region, thought that you would like to be 
inforrred of Israel's v·· ew on thi matter. 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple, 

Cleveh-ind 
Ohio 

Sinc~rely yours , 
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DL = Oay Letter 

NL=N1gh1 Lener 
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proper symbol. TELEGRAM 1201 LT- International 

- Leu er T clqram 
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SY NfYO29 DL PD AR=S1 NEW YORK NY 13 NFT= 
RABB I ABBA HILLEL SILVER DON T PHONE DLR AFTER 9 A~1 

19810 SHAKER BLVD CLEVE= 

EARNESTLY INVfTE YOU TO MEEl' WITH ,E AND LIMITED GROUP 
SU lDAY JANUARY 20 TWELVE TH IRTY P ·t AT ISRAEL Ef1 BASSY 

1621 - 22ND STREET N'1 WAS HI ' TON. BELIEVE IT I PORTANT 
THAT YOU HAVE FULL BACKGRO AT " - DEVELOPtENTS 

AFFECTING ISRAEL'S POSITIO D F TURE. PLEASE '~IRE fJE 

WHETHER YOU cun ATTE • REGARDS= 

·ABRA EBAN= 

TH€ COMPANY Will AP-PIIECIATI! SUGGESTIONS FROM -IT$ PATltONS C~CeltNING ITS Sl!Rvrre 



., 

ASSADOR ABBA EBAN 
ASID:NGTON, D. C. 

TELEGRAM TELEPHONE 11:10 Afvf 
SL to PO 

January 18, 1 957 

DEEPLY REGRET MY INABILITY TO BE V~ITH YOU ON SUNDAY 

JANUARY 20 . WARMEST REGARDS 

ABBA I-ITILEL SILVER 



From 

S. ANDHIL FINEBERG 
~ebru ry 6 , 1957 

De r bb : 

I kno1 th t o r 
tter , but I believe 

erve yo r t atce 

Tam nxious to Jo ot t 
an lternat ve o Suez 

as ny cit es s o s ble. 

re ards . 

Encl : 

o Rabb Abb ~ill 1 il1er 
The American Jewish Committee 

386 Fourth Avenue 
New York 16, N. Y. 

• th r din 
thi .. tem de -

• 

d o Isr el 
thout delay in 



THE AMERICAN JE1lISH C 0~1ITTEE 
MEMORANDUM 

TO: AREA DIRECTORS - EXECUTIVE~·ASSISTANTS - CRCs 

FROM: S. ~NDHIL FINEBERG February 5,1957 

MIDDLE EAST CRISIS -- SEVENTH COMMUNICATION 

Jnited Nations Resolutions: 

During the weekend the General Assembly of the United Nations adopted 
two resolutions. The first "calls upon Israel to complete its withdrawaJ 
behind the armistice demarcation line without further delay." This woulc 
mean evacuating Gaza and the land at the Gulf of Aqaba, from which 
8gypt I s guns blockaded the Gulf of Aqaba. This resolution was approved 
by a vote of 74 with two abstentions and with Israel and France voting 
against it. 

The second resolution is much less simple and will be subject to various 
interpretations. It was adopted unanimously with 22 abstentions. The 
third paragraph of the second resolution requires the placing of the 
United Nations Emergency Force on the Egyptian-Israeli armistice demar­
cation line and the implementation of other measures as pro ·-, osed in the 
Secretary General's report •.• " The second resolution calls upon the 
governments of Egypt and Israel "scrupulously to observe the provisions 
of the 1949 armistice agreement .. " 

Assuming that the United Nations Force would soon withdraw., Egypt is 
willing to conply with both resolutions. The Israeli Government refuses 
to comply with the first resolution because it does not believe that thr 
second resolution offers adequate guarantee that its rights will be re­
spected on land and on sea. 

This means that Israel may for some time be a violator of the UN decisio· 
Israel may now be subjected to a great deal of pressure. In this cir­
cumstance the United States will be urged to take punitive measures in 
respect to the needed support that Israel receives from the United 
3tates Government and from American citizens. 

Israel's Change~ Position Vis-a-Vis American Public Opinion: 

The Middle East controversy can develop into lasting IB ace or into local 
skirmishes or even into World War III. This means that Israel cannot en­
joy the same place that it held in American public opinion a year ago 
and previous thereto. When Americans thought of Israel only as a place 
where some hundreds of thousands of Jewish refugees might go, it was pos• 
sible to have a purely humanitarian reaction. Millions of Americans 
were entirely "for Israel" sentimentally without thinking of Israel in 
relationship to any other countryts welfare. 

There are still many Jews and non-Jews who have a tremendous affection 
for Israel. But most Americans, as polls revealed, did not have any 
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attitude a year ago. vlith each passins month the great bloc of neutrals 
is dissolving. There has been an inevitable tendency because of head­
line news, to become partisan. It is now well nigh impossible on the 
basis of idealist appeals about Israel as a haven for Jewish refugees 
to overbalance other considerations. Sympathy for this tiny foreign 
nation will not outweigh in public reckoning the vital interests of 
one•s own nation and other friendly nations. 

In brief, America's view of Israel has been changing from that of a 
small, admirable, democratic nation in the Middle East which should be 
aided economically for its own s&ke, to a view of Israel wherein the 
predominant question is~. Will favor for Israel estrange the Arab world 
will it improve or lessen the possibilities of keeping the Mid-East out 
of the Communist camp; or will securing Israel's rights on land and sea 
be to the advantage of our own country and its allies? This tremendous 
shift in tl.G role of Israel requires that in discussing Israel the majo 
question be related to the survival of the Free World. 

Is Israel's Present Attitude Defensible? 

Insofar as Gaza is conc erned, it is highly dangerous for Israel to let 
that strip of land be returned to Egyptian control. It is extremely 
difficult, however, and perhaps impossible to make the Gaza situation 
appear to Americans as something so vitally important to themselves and 
to the Free World that they will side with Israel against the UN G@nera~ 
Assembly. 

As indicated in my earlier memoranda, free transit thru the Gulf of 
Aqaba is necessary not only for the survival of Israel, but of the Free 
World. I have sought to explain this in a memorandum attached heretoi> 

"Importance of Israel to the Free World." This memorandum was discusser 
at length on February 1st at a meeting of the Staff Committee on the 
Domestic Impact of the Middle East Crisis. However, there is already 
some French support for it. The usefulness of Israel as a gateway from 
the Orient to the Mediterranean will be explored from the standpoint of 
feasibility by the American Je,ivish Committee. Until AJC has had oppor­
tunity to weigh this proposal more carefully, please consider it my 
sug0estion, rather than AJCtse But you may certainly promote the idea 
as an explanation of why Israel should not let control of Aqaba return 
to Nasser. 

I am thoroughly convinced that if UN troops move in and out of the Aqabr 
area in accordance with Nasser's wishes, on the ground that the9e are 
not "occupying troops and can remain only as long as the country which 
originally held the area is willing," Nasser will again blockade the en­
trance to the Red Sea. This will destroy the possibility of establishinr 
(thru Israel) another life line for France and Britain. If that should 
happen every American will some day deeply regret it. In this context 
Israel is tremendously important to the United States and Israels de­
termination to keep the Gulf of Aqaba open (even under severe pressure) 
should be appreciated, rather than deplored. I repeat that this is my 
personal view. AJC has, however., taken the position that the control 
of the Gulf of Aqaba should not revert to Egypt. 
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MEMORAHDUM of S • ANDHIL FINEBERG 

IMPORTANCE OF ISRAEL TO THE FREE WORLD 

Even a cursory glance at a map of the Middle East indicates that only 
Israel and Egypt provide narrow land bridges between Asia and Eu.ropee 
The Arabian Sea, whence ships can pass eastward to India md to other 
countries of the Asian Continent, is joined by the Red Sea, from which 
two gulfs extend northward. One of these, the Gulf of Suez, has fur­
nished continuous transit for ships into the Mediterranean Sea thru 
the Suez Canal since 1869. The Red Seats other northern Gulf, Aqaba, 
ends at its northern tip at an Israeli port, Elath. Between Elath and 
the Mediterranean Sea, there n.l'. -e a hundred miles of land, but all of 
this land is in one country, which is independent of Egypt and not at 
all likely to be courted by the Soviet Union. 

There is always the possibility of sending ships around Africa, a long 
and perilous journey of more than 6,000 miles. The most important cargc 
however, which must be brought into the Mediterranean to keep Western 
Europe economically alive, is oil. Oil can be pumped thru giant pipes 
for several hundred miles far more cheaply in regard to both the equip­
ment, manpower, and maintenance costs than by the long sea voyageo 

In addition to transshipment of oil, Israel provides a secure area for 
other traffic from the Red Sea to the Mediterranean Sea. As long as 
the Gulf of Aqaba is kept open, EgY-pt has a rival in regard to the pas 
age of the oil of Iran (a non-Arab country) and of other Asian product . 

Had communications between Elath and Israel's Medit erranean ports been 
developed and had they been in operation, and had Nasser not controlle< 
the Gulf of Aqaba, the Egyptian dictator could not have treated Brita!. 
and France with such insolence. 

Regardless of the outcome of current negotiations, the Suez Canal will 
become sole~Egyptian property in 1968 in accordance with the contract 
made when the Canal was built. Even without owning the Canal outright, 
as they will afterl968, the rulers of Egypt can always blow up ships 
and block the Canal or threaten to do so. Beinp astride the Canal the 
Egyptians cannot be prevented by anything but military occupation from 
closing the life-line of Britain, France and other Western European 
nations which are dependent upon the Suez Canal. 

In any sound, long-range planning for maintaining the independence of 
the Western World, provision must be made against an E~yptian dictator 
control of the fate and destinies of America 1 s European allies. The 
monopoly which Nasser has exercised over the water and land journey 
from Asian waters into the Mediterranean Sea must never be restored. 
As long as a rival route exists carrying part of the traffic, the 
threat to strangle Western Europe economically cannot be exercised by 
Nasser or any of his successors. 

It is quite possible that Saudi Arabia may be linked with the West, 
while Egypt, Syrin and other Arab countries go into the Communist camp . .. 
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In that event, despite the current hostility between Israel and 
Saudi Arabia, it is thoroughly possible that oil \rould be pumped 
from Saudi Arabia to the West Coast of Arabia, and thence trans­
shipped thru Israel to the Mediterranean, even if Syria and Jordan 
become Communist controlled. It is noteworthy that Syria has cut 
the pipeline from Iraq. Cutting of pipe lines in Arab countries 
will always be a menace and a source of blackmail. Provided the 
Gulf of Aqaba remains open, Saudi Arabia can send oil directly 
thru Israel, as will Iraq and other countries. 

Looking at the map with these and related facts in mind it be­
comes apparent that the Free World must find ways of keeping the 
Gulf of Aqaba frod revertinr; to the status quo ante and that 
Egypt must never again be able to blockade the Straits of Tiran 
and the neighboring waters. Otherwise, Western Europe will be 
at the mercy of any Egyptian dictator~ The trip around Africa 
for the oil of Arabia is 61 000 miles each ·way. A 12,000 mile 
round trip would consume a huge part of an average tanker's oil 
cargo. Hence the importance of Suez and the desperate need for 
an alternativee 

2/5/57 
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Mr . Sidney ... P.aas, 
816 Union Com~orce Bldg ., 
Cl ;eland 14 , hlo . 

)ear Sid : 

I was glad to f;Ot your d0tailed expr ssion of opinion about the Israol-!rab situation, but I am afraid it ca1J.not be considered calm and dispassionate . 

I don't t :_ink have made myself clear to you , anJ perhaps some othors . You say 1ou aro not supo1•­sensitive, but you ao look ovor your shoulder on occasion ; and I don't blame you 01 course in view of the thincs that haop__,nod dur·ng Tiitler' s regime and i 1 sor.ie oth•r places . Howevor, I do thin1,{ that .,rou and a great r11any other worthy pvoplo ou ht to closely oxamino your excitement and your enthusiasm, becaus ·n the end I think you do Jours .... lves harm. 

f: c ;ou lmow per.Lectly well,I am not in tho least anti-Semitic, but in thi~ caso I believe I see t~ c problem a ittlu les~ 0mo~iorally than you do . The Unitsd States government has a uil ficult situation on its hands, and it joesn ' t neces ar.i.ly mean- - -because it is trying todo buciness -with the rabs,whJ happon to be in a poc-it·on whore they can ma:{e a devil of' a lot of tro blo for us by t:;oinc over to the side oft ho Rucsians if' thuJ ar0 not hanJled properly---that our governme~ ic- anti - Israel . 

lor does it m~an that anybody~who believes that Israel sh0 11ld conform to certain rul0s set up by the U • .L . , is neces . arilJ an e emy of srael or wants to see it destroyed . 

I have great admiration or the gutr and irias ina t i o of' t o people who settled over there and made a country of a desert , but ca11not bring mycelf to boliave it · s tho on y country in the world that matter s, or that anything that goo~ on over thore is of more importance than the basic welfare of' the United States . t.n.i.nk in ceneral that is ~isenJ.·ower 1 s attitude also . 

I take a vory dim view of tho extreme one ­sidednass i this matter , and the busines~ of cla ming 
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a so - called defensive war i s O. K. if it happens to 
advance the Icrael position . I don ' t think their 
def0nsivewar is any bJtter than the attack made on 
the Suez Cmial by tho British and Fre~ch l And 
al though I believe , as have said many times , that 
this 1 asser is a complete stinker , I believe there 
are other wayc to handle him than going whole hos for 
anyt:1ing and everything the Is r aeli governmen t asks . 

So I urge you and your frivnQs to calm 
down and b ecor.ie a l i ttle more dicpas<"'ionate , because 
I think J () U are doing yourself harm in the long run 
if you don ' t . There are millions of peopie in this 
country who haven ' t the slightest inter st in Israel . 
I am not one of them, but I reco5nize they e x ist and 
they exert ad evil of an am~nt of political presc:-ure 
too. Do I make myself cl0ar? 

Be st regards. 

P vP : R 

Sin~, 

Sunday a 
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F'rom 
THE WALL S'i'REET J OUBNAL 
Thursday, February 21, 1957 

EXPLOSIViTI ~.A11CTt01TS 

There is ree,son to believe that the ta.lk of economic sanctions against Israel 
if it does not unconditionally withdraw from the Gaza Strip and the Gulf of Aqaba 
is overblown; at least, that the United States would not actually vote for sanctions 
if the issue came to a showdown in the United Nations. 

We hope that is the case. .For the case for sane t ions is flimsy Rnd the case 
against them is impressive. 

The case for sanctions is that Isr~el invaded Eeypt in late October and should 
not be allowed to keep any fruits of this 11 aggression 11 or be given any prior 
guarantees against Egypt 1s usinr; tl:e Gazn. Strip as a brse for attacking Isrr el or 
for freedom of navigation in the Gulf of Aqaba. 

This newspaper did not and clo c 3 not cor..c1.one I sre,el I s invn.si ein of Egy,Jt. But 
it hardly follows that Dr;ypt is inrocent. The Arab nations and Israel have been 
carrying on military action aga jnst each ot~er for nearly a decado; the October 
action was one more eruption of n wc.1. r that started in 1948 and was never settled, 
and it was the Arab League which strrted that war. 

And ho,,,ever dimly one may rcgc' rd the October reactions of Britain, France and 
Israel, it t·1as ~gypt after all that precipitated the current liiddle Ea ... tern crisis 
by seizing the Suez Canal. That v,a s economic aggression pure and simple. 

In view of Egypt's conduct and attitude, it is unders.:..rndable that Israel 
should ask minimum gunraatees before wi thdre.wing from theae last two pieces of 
territory. It is not surprising,either, thP~t there should be considerable outcry 
ag inst the idea of the United Mations 1 punishing Israel while letting Egypt go 
scot-free. 

That, of course, is onli/part of the moral argument against putting sanctions 
on Israel alone. Another well-publicized part is that if the United Na.tions is • 
going to impooe sanctions a~ninst Israel it should impose far worse ones on Russia 
for its monstrous aggression against Hung;;.ry. Othert·rise the United lfr~tions a:)plies 
one code for the big nnd another for the little, and that is a double standard the 
United States should have no truck \·1i th. 

As a practical matter, sanctions are a dubious weapon anyway. Sometimes they 
are ineffective, but in the case of Israel they certainly could be effective -­
maybe too much so. They coulLl throttle the nation, and so possibly push it to n0w 
moves of desperation. 

But perhaps the most interesting question is one that is too rarely raised. 
How critice.l really is the crisis over Gaza and Aqaba? The danger is assumed to be 
~hat JJ.lgypt will attack if l srael doesn't get out quick. :Perhaps; but Egypt would 
seem to be in ~oor shape for that after an ignominious defeat at the hands of the 
Israelis and after losing much of its brand-new Communist striking power at the 
hands of the British and l!'rench. 

We would not underrate the danger; it is no news that the liiddle East is 
explosive. But there is at least a reasonable probability that a stalemate over 
3-aza and J.i.o_aba could go on for some time without a blow-up; in fact, it has. There 
is e.lso a plausible possibility that Israel of its own volition will in time see 
the wi ';ld.om of withdrawal. 

It ia one thing for the United States to use its good offices to that end, as 
it has been \ ·.eying to do. It is something far less sensible to toy with sanctions 
of doubtf•J.1 morality and. higq explonive potential. 

- - -
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Dr. A.H. Silver, 
Temple Emanu-El 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

March 19, 1957. 

TaLETYPI: NY I 4e 

C A.LI! ADDAE8• ••SANMOfltll 1': 

I came to the United States for a short stay ~ 
to advance the project of the South City in Israel, and I am 
most delighted to report to you that the memorandum of agree­
ment has been signed with the Government of Israel and Mr. 
Philip Klutznick and myself have made satisfactory arrange­
ments to begin the building of the new City with a deep water 
port for ap)pulation of 200,000. A brain trust of experts in 
town planning are busy on the job and we fervently hope to 
produce a model city not only for Israel but for the whole 
era. 

When you visfted with us, I mentioned to you 
that I am building a Museum of Art in Nathanya. We have made 
great progress in construction of the building, as well as in 
collecting valuable works of art. The benefactor, a leader 
of the Belgian Jewry, Mr. Romi Goldmuntz, is• celebrating his 
Seventy-Fifth Anniversary the month of July, and the Committee 
of Honor, headed by the President of Belgian Parliament, a great 
friend of Israel, Ministers and leading Jewry from England and 
Western Europe, have consented to serve on this Committee. I 
have asked Mr. Klutznick, as World President of the B'nai Brith 
to lend his name, which he has kindly consented to do, and if 
you would not conalder it presumptuous of me, may I request 
that you agree to be an honorary member of this Committee whose 
aim is to organize a Celebration Function in Belgium for the 
benefit of the Museum of Nathanya. 

I am leaving the end of this week for Europe and 
returning to Israel the beginning of April and may I extend to 
Mrs. Silver and your good self, m.Y kindest greetings for the 
coming Passover. 

Cordially, 
w-.~~~· 

evED- BEN-A 

, 



I KAYE , SCHOLER , FIERMAN & HAYS 
445 PARK AVENUE .. 

NEW YORK 22 , N . Y. 
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WILLIAM G. STRATTON 

GOVERNOR 

Rabbi Abba Hillel 
The Temple 
East 105th Street 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

0FF1ICE OF THE GOVERNOR 

SPRINGFIELD 

Silver 

and Ansel Road 

May 24, 1957 

On Saturday evening, June 29th, an Ambassador's Ball will be 
held at the Sheraton Hotel in Chicago, in honor of His Excellency, 
The Ambassador of Israel and Mrs. Eban. 

Mayor Richard J. Daley of Chicago and I, in our capacity as 
Honorary Chairmen, are inviting a group of distinguished citizens 
to join the Honorary Committee for this important occasion. Your 
acceptance, which will not involve any obligation, will help assure 
the success of this event as a fitting tribute to the courageous 
democracy of Israel and its brilliant spokesman in the United States 
anct in the United Nations. 

Those of us who have had the privilege of meeting Ambassador 
and Mrs. Eban are keenly aware of the position of high honor which 
they occupy in official Washington. Ambassador Eban's eloquence and 
diplomatic skill have won him many friends throughout the United 
States. 

It is our earnest hope that you will advise us of the acceptance 
of this invitation to ·oin the Honorary Committee, so that the 
Arnba s s ador' s Ball on · June z-g t may ·rulTy re fleet our admiration and 
regard for the State of Israel and for its distinguished chief 
diplomatic representative in Washington. 

With kindest appreciation for giving this matter your prompt 
and sympathetic consideration and with kindest regards, I remain 

Very sincerely yours, 

Jv!A..-/7.~ 
William G. Stratton 

Please reply to me in care of The Ambassador's Ball Committee, V 
Suite 601, 6q West Washington Street, Chicago, Illinois. 
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SHERWIN 8. ABRAMS 

BERNARD KATZEN 
ATT □ RNEYATLAW 

19 WEST 44TH STREET 

NEW YORK 36, N. Y. 

MURRAY HILL 7·0994 

June 6, 1957 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
c/o The Temple 
E. 105th Street at Ansel Road 
Cleveland 6, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

I am enclosing a memorandum which speaks for itself. Your active interest in this matter would be helpful. 

If you have any suggestions, I would ap­preciate hearing from you. 

BK:IG 
Enclosure 

Sincerely, 

/ " t ,{, ({ ,, 

BiRNARD KATZEN 
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MEMO: FROM BERNARD KATZEM 

DATED: June 6, 1957 

La.st year I visited Israel on behalf of the State Depart­
ment to examine into and report on the disposition 0£ a fund of 
approximately 7,000,000 Israeli pounds which had accumulated to · 
the credit of our Government under the Informational Media Guaran­
ty (Book) Program. Upon my return I filed a report with the Sec­
retary of State, which he approved. Necessary legislation to im­
plement the program was introduced into Congress in 1956. Author­
izing legislation was passed but the appropriating legislation 
died in House Committee on the last day of the session. 

I have been in constant touch with the White House, the 
State Department, the Budget Office and other interested agencies 
to iron out certain differenc9s and technical problems essential 
to a reintroduction of the necessary appropriating legislation. 
I am happy to advise that the State Department will introduce the 
legislation necessary to allocate the funds to the various scien­
tific, cultural, educational and humanitarian institutions enumer­
ated in my report. This program will be included as part of the 
State Department Supplemental Budget Bill and is scheduled for in­
troduction into the Congress in the early part of June. Consider­
ation of this legislation in the House will come before the House 
Subcommittee on Appropriations, the Chairman of which is Congress­
·man John J. Rooney of Brooklyn, N. Y. In the Senate, consideration 
of this le,gislation will come before the entire Committee on Ap­
propriations, the Chairman of which is Senator Carl Hayden of Ari­
zona. Enclosed herewith is a list of the members of the Committees 
referred to. 

Before I left Israel, I made it quite clear to all the in­
stitutions which had requested assistance that whatever recommen­
dations I made required Congressional approval. That there is 
need for these funds and that they will be . tremendously helpful 
in the areas of science, culture, education and the humanities in 
Israel is unquestionable. That, in light of events in the Middle 
East, the allocation of these funds is opportune and in the in­
terest of the United States is a judgment which I am certain we 
all share. 

I will be available to testify before both Congressional 
Committees as to the worthiness of the program. A list of the 
specific projects will be furnished upon request. 



SENATE COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS 

Carl Hayden, Chairman 
Richard B. Russell 
Dennis Chavez 

Spessard L. Holland 
John Stennis 

Edward J. Thye 
Irving M. Ives 

Allen J. Ellender 
Lister Hill 
John L. McClellan 
A. Willis Robertson 
Warren G. Magnuson 

Lyndon B. Johnson 
John O. Pastore 
Styles Bridges 
Leverett Saltonstall 
Milton R. Young 
William F. Knowland 

Karl E. Mundt 
Margaret Chase Smith 
Henry C. Dworshak 
Everett McKinley 

Dirksen 
Charles E. Potter 

HOUSE COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS 

Clarence Cannon, Chairman, Missouri 
George H. Mahon, Texas 
Harry R. Sheppard, California 
Albert Thomas, Texas 
Michael J. Kirwan, Ohio 
W. F. Norrell, Arkansas 
Jamie L. Whitten, Mississippi 
George w. Andrews, Alabama 
John J. Rooney, New York 
J. Vaughan Gary, Virginia 
John E. Fogarty, Rhode Island 
Robert L. F. Sikes, Florida 
Prince H. PrestonL Georgia 
Otto E. Passman, ouis iana 
Louis c. Rabaut, Michigan 
Sidney R. Yates, Illinois 
Fred Marshall, Minnesota 
John J. Riley, South Carolina 
Alfred D. Sieminski, New Jersey 
Joe L. Evins, Tennessee 
Henderson Lanham, Georgia 
John F. Shelley, California 
Edward P. Boland, Massachusetts 
Don Magnuson, Washington 
William H. Natcher, Kentucky 

Daniel J. Flood, Pennsylvania 
Winfield K. Denton, Indiana 
·tom Steed, Oklahoma 
Hugh Q. Alexanderf N. Carolina 
James B. Bowler, llinois 
John Taber, New York 
Richard B. Wigglesworth, Mass. 
Ben F. Jensen, Iowa 
H. Carl Andersen, Minnesota 
Walt Horan, Washington 
Gordon Canfield, New Jersey 
Ivor D. Fenton, Pennsylvania 
Errett P. Scrivner, Kansas 
Frederic R. Coudert, Jr., N. Y. 
Cliff Clevenger, Ohio 
Ear l Wilson, Indiana 
Benjamin F. James, Pennsylvania 
Gera l d R. Ford, Jr., Michigan 
Edward T. Mi ller Maryland 
Charles w. Vurseil, Illinois 
Harold c. Ostertag, New York 
Frank T. Bow, Ohio 
Hamer H. Budge, Idaho 
Charles Raper Jonas, N. Carolina 
Melvin R. Laird, Wisconsin 

HOUSE SUBCOMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS 

Departments of St~te and Justice and 
the Judiciary and Related Agencies 

Department of State The Judiciary 
Department of Justice Refugee Relief 

United States Information Agency 

Prince H. Preston 
Robert L. F. Sikes 
Don Magnuson 

John J. Rooney, Chairman 
Frederic R. Coudert, 
Frank T. Bow 
Cliff Clevenger 

Jr. 
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I regret deep]1' that it will not be poa 1ble tor to attend 
the falWl911 luncheon tor Dieter Reuwn Shiloah on June 26th. 

I bna two wdding8 c uled tor at dq and I 
Clewland to otticia • 

The Emba•trr ot Inael 
Walhington, • c. 

Atten\ion1 Thi Soc1al Secnt.ar, 

) ~ 



• Joeeph Sapbir 
26 Plea treet 
Pei.ah Titft1 Israel 

Ply dear Fri.em, 

June 19, 19S1 

This note 11111 introduce to you • Irving Kane ot Clneland, 
whn 1s visiting in e with ~. I ted r. lane to 
haft the pleasure of ti ;you and tor you to _ _..._ b1a. 

• lane ie a n 
aetift• not alone i 
national acene 

nta in Alleric • 

an has been wr;, 
ve n , wt on the 
to some ot th8 blportan\ 

RI bu been a great triend ot I ra l and 1a oeemzy interested in 
ewr,thing oonnec th its ,__.,..... nd 11- in • ArrJ courtesy 
wblch 7011 will extend to him will be deeply a-11-e ated. 

It 11 a long \ta since we have n •oh ot. r o rre 1ded, 
mt I do hope that • 11 ble to see for Tery long. 

W1 th warmeat re rds to you and re. phir 
jo1ne •, I nmain 

which rs. ilver 

t cord~ ywr • 

ABSaal ABBA HILIEL S LVER 



His xcellency b 
J;nhesq ot Iarael 

shington, • • 

dear Amba sa r ban1 

June 21.i, 1957 

I t inability to at end the t 
~ loah. 

11 lunchecm for 

Plea~ co 
de rtu~. 
df!vot.:i.on, 
tiw of I 
.frequent c ,n • ct 
the to~ ntri 
occasions in cri 

oc as· n or h1a 
con ry th rare 

been orthy repres nta­
d the privilep of 

·r:e nte r of 
oric ri and on 

am oonfident t,h t Israel will continu to enjo he ervioes ot 
tbia gifted di 1 at for ??Jaey ye rs to c • 

oat co i 11 ours ' , 

••l AB HI L ILV 



JUNE 241 1SS7 

DEFERRED CABLE , 

telephoned L :40 PJI • SL to ) . ~ 

HAVE LEARNED WITH SAD?raSS OF THE PASSING OF HADl ARIAV. I 

SHARE THE SENSE OF LOOS WHICH MANY HAVE EXPERIENCED IN THE 

PASSING OF THIS FAITHFUL GIFI'ED AND DEVaI'ED SERVANT OF HIS 

PEOPLE AND OF ISRAEL. PLEASE CONVEY MY SYMPATIUES TO HIS 

FAMILY. 
ABBA HIILEL SILVffi 



.,. 
ZINS WEEKLY NEWS BULLETIN Page 2 

Jacques Torczyner, chairman of the ZOA National Comnittee on World. Zionist Affairs, 
who revie,;.red the problems which will be discussed at the coming meeting of the 
Actions Committee in Jerusalem, declared. that there has been "inadequate support 
extended to the immigration to Israel of middle class elements." He further 
stated that there are large possibilities for middle class immigration to Israel 
from countries of the free world and he urged that an adequate budget be provided 
for the Economic Department of the Jewish Agency in Jerusalem under the direction 
of Mr. Leon Dultzin to enable him the implementation of his plans in this respect. 

Dr. Emanuel Neumann, in his address to the Executive Council, warned against omi• 
nous developments in the Middle East as a result of Soviet submarine deliveries 
to Egypt and stated that obviously Israel would not be able to remain indifferent 
to the implications of such shipments to sworn enemies of Israel. 

ZOA Leaders to Attend Actions Committee 

Dr. Emanuel Neumann, president of the ZOA, will head the ZOA delegation to the 
Zionist Actions Committee in Jerusalem, which will include all six ZOA members 
on the Committee. They include~ Abraham Good.man, Dr. Harris J. Levine, Mortimer 
May, Rabbi Irving Miller, Abraham A. Redelheim and Jacques Torczyner. 

The NEC meeting also heard reports by ZOA executive director Dr. Sidney Marks and 
by national AZF co-chairman Dr. Morton J. Robbins. Rabbi Max Nussbaum, associate­
chairman of the National Executive Council, presided at the meeting. 

Ben Gurion to Address Israel General Zionist Convention 

JERUSALEM (ZINS) .. Prime-Minister David Ben Gurion will :personally address the 21st 
National Convention of the Israel General Zionist Party scheduled to open on 
June 25. The Convention is expected to le.st until the 28th. 

600 delegates were elected in 120 districts of the General Zionist Party in all 
parts of Israel. The Convention proceedings will take place at the ZOA House 
in Tel Aviv. 

ZOA Mourns Passing of Haim Ariav 

NEW YORK (ZINS) - "Deeply saddened by untimely passing of our d.ear friend and 
~~~ long-time Zionist colleague~," says a cable sent by ZOA :president 

Dr. Emanuel Neumann to Dr. Peretz Eernstein, president of the General Zionists 
Organization in Israel. Dr. Neumann cabled condolences in behalf of the ZOA 
soon after news was received in New York of the sudden death of Mr. Arie.v, age 62, 

Dr. Neumann's cable continues: "Hie achievements in leadership of the General 
Zionist movement and in Israel's Knesset, will be gratefully remembered through­
out the Jewish world. Please convey our heartfelt sympathy in behalf of my 
fellow officers of the ZOA and in my own name to his family and all friends and 
comrades." Dozens of cables expressing sympathy to the family and to the Israel 
General Zionists Organization were sent out from New York by ZOA leaders, leaders 
of var1.ous Jewish organizations and many individuals who were friends of the de­ceased. 

Mr. Ariav was deputy-epee.ker of the Knesset and one of the outstanding top leaders 
of the Israel General Zionist Party. He settled in Palestine in 1912. Until 1929 
he was general-secretary of the Jewish Agency Executive in Jerusalem and subse­
quently occupied the office of secretary-general of the Israel Farmers Federation 

• more • 
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EMBASSY OF ISRAEL 

WASHINGTON , D. C. 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

July 9, 1957 

to, Xi 't:)., f'l1i"i. t:> 
1i1~~)~t:i, 

After three and a half years in Washinfton, I am being 
reassi ned to Jerusalem as Political Adviser to the Foreign 
Office. I expect to leave this country on the twenty-eighth 
of this month. I should have liked very much to be able to 
see you before my departure and to say goodbye to you personal­
ly. I am afraid, however, that this may prove impossible and I 
am therefore takinr leave of you this way. 

During the tense years of my stay in this country I have 
had the privilege and pleasant duty to call on you on numerous 
occasions for counsel and succor. Your generous and inspired 
response was al ways a source of reat rength to me and made 
the performance of my mission much 1 es difficult. I am deeply 
grateful for your many kindnesses to me and for your wise and 
understanding advice. 

I hope very much that Mrs. Silver and you will be able to 
visit Jerusalem in the near future and I am looking forward to 
an opportunity to act as host to you both in my home in Jerusalem. 

With kindest regards to Mrs. Silver and yourself. 

Dr. Abba Hillel 
The Temple 
Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Silver 

Respectfully yours, 

R 
Reuven Shiloah 
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• n rs. ilver 
re 

that y are unabl to ac pt 
The Amba ador ot Israel •• n•• 

kind invit tin to the 
re 11 tor 1 is r uftn Shiloah 
t c ckta ls on edne y, July 2bth 

t re out ot t country 

addressed toa 
His Excellency Abba Eban 
The Ambassador of Israel 

and Mrs. Eban 
The Embassy of Israel 
Washington, D. c. 



BERNARD KATZEN 

ATTORNEY AT LAW 

19 WEST 44TH STREET 

NEW YORK 36, N. Y. 

MURRAY HILL 7· □ 994 

September 10, 1957 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
East 105th Street at Ansel Road 
Cleveland 6, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

It is with a deep feeling of gratifi-
cation that I am able to inform you that President 
Eisenhower has signed a bill which appropriates 
$3,525!000 for distribution to forty-four scientif­
ic, cu tural, educational and humanitarian institu­
tions in Israel. These were the institutions which 
were recommended in my report to the Secretary of 
State following my mission to Israel last year on be­
half of the State Department and which the Secretary 
of State approved in its entirety. 

I know that the funds made available will 
be most helpful in establishing a closer understand­
ing and affinity between the peoples of Israel and 
the United States. 

Sincerely yours, 

BK:IG 
,hu~J~ 

B,~~D KATZEN 



STATIONING U.N.E.F. TROOPS IN ISRAEL - - AN ATALYSI~ 

Now that Israel has acceded to the demands of the US and the UN and has 
withdrawn from Gaza and the Straits of Aqaba (moves which have failed to elicit 
any lessening of belligerency on Egypt 's part) suggestions, emanating from hi h 
quarters, are bei g made that I srael consent to the stationin _ of The United Nations' 
Emergency Force (UNEF) troops on her soil along the Gaza St r ip . These are offered 
as a. so-called "further contribution" to the peace and stability of the area. 

There are neither moral nor practical grounds for su ha procedure. 
The following are some of the reasons why Israel cannot accept the request: 

1. Infiltration Comes FROM Egypt INTO Israel 

Infiltration into Israel from Gaza by fedayeen, trained and directed 
by the Eg~ptian Government, has been the chief cause of hostilities along the Gaza 
Strip border. This has been acknowledged by General E. L. M. Burns, Chairman of 
t he Truce Supervisory Organization and Commanding General of the United Nations' 
Emergency Force. 

On April 8, 1956, General Burns, in a letter to the Foreign Minister 
of Israel, condemned Egyptian fedayeen action against Israel: 

"I am dispatching to the Foreign inister of Egypt a protest 
against the action of the fedayeen, assuming it to have been 
authorized or tolerated by the Egyptian authorities, and re­
questing the immediate withdrawal of any persons under 
Egyptian control from the territory of Israel. 

This follows my attempt on 6 April to get an assurance that the 
Egyptian authorities were not contemplating allowing these ter­
rorists to infiltrate into I srael. 

I consider that if Egypt has ordered these fedayeen raids she has 
now put herself in the position of an aggressor." 

These raids have been repeatedly condemned by the UN Israel-Egypt 
Mixed Armistice Commission. In a report made by the Commission in the last week 
of Febr Jary 1955, the M.A.C. declared - - as it had done scores of times previously 
and since: 

The Israel-Egypt Mixed Armistice Commission 
"Notes once again with concern the continuous crossings of the 
Armistice demarcation line from Egyptian controlled territory into 
Israel by infiltrators and their illegal actions in Israel; 

HQtes further with grave concern the repeated firing from perm9nent 
Egyptian military positions on Israel routine patrols operating 
within Israel territory; 

Notes again with grave concern that despite the obligations imposed 
on Egypt by the General Armistice Agreement and many M.A.C. de­
cisions, an end has not yet been put to the aggressive and hostile 
acts by Egypt against Israel; 

Decide~ that these aggressive actione constitute a flagrant violation 
of Article II, para. 2 and Article V, para. 4 of the General Armistice 
Agreement by Egypt; 



.. . . 

( 2 ) 

Calls upon the Egyptian authorities to terminate immediately these 
aggressive actions by Egyptian military positions and the continu­
ous infiltration into Israel." 

Obviously the UNEF should be stationed on the territory of the ag­
gressor and not on the soil of his victim. The aggressor should not be allowed to 
cross the border. Once infiltration stops so will reprisals. 

2. UNEF Would Be In Israel But Not In Egxlll! 

On the surface one might feel that UNEF 1 s presence would affect 
both Egypt and Israel in the same adverse manner. Such is not the case because: 

a. The Gaza Strip is not part of Egypt and, therefore, no foreign 
troops would be stationed on Egyptian soil. 

b. UNEF troops sta~ioned in Israel along the Gaza Strip would be 
located in ponulated sections of Israel and would seriously 
disrupt normal civilian life, both rural and urban. 

c. The vast Sinai Desert would separate Egypt proper from UNEF 
forces in Gaza. Unlike the towns and settlements of Israel, 
Egypt's cities and towns are hundreds of miles away and would 
suffer no inconvenience. 

5. Yugoslav and Indian UN Uni ts are l 1ot Impartial, 

Israel cannot be expected to permit the stationing of foreign troops 
on her soil no more than can any other sovereign state. Even more unlikely is the 
possibility of allowing unfriendly forces to be stationed in Israel. It has been 
reported that the Yugoslavian and Indian UN contingents have been in open fraterni­
zation with the Egyptians. This is in line with the ant1.-Israel policy pursued by 
Yugoslavia and India at the UN. 

4. Israel Has Obeyed the UN; Egy~t Has Not 

Israel has ~iven in to the requests of the UN: she has completely 
withdrawn her troops from Gaza and the Straits of Aqaba. Despite these conciliatory 
moves, Egypt continues to maintain her belligerency. She has moved to reimpose 
Egyptian administration in Gaza. She has insisted that the UN move i.ts forces out of 
Qqza and have them stationed solely along the border as a prelude to the return of 
Egyptian troops. She has de lared that she intends to keep the Suez Canal shut to 
Israeli shippin . She is threatenin5 to reimpose her blockade of the Gulf of Aqaba. 
She maintains that she is still at war with Israel. The Egyptian Government radio 
has announced that the fedayeen raids will continue. Nasser has reiterated his in­
tention to "liberate all of Palestine." None of the Israeli concessions has evoked 
any sign of Egyptian intention to live in peace with Israel. On the contrary, each 
concession has been interpreted as a sign of weakness. Israel cannot continue to 
m ke concession after concession on a unilateral basis. 



( 5 ) 

5. UNEF Has Not Sto~2ed Infiltration 

Since the UNEF took over the patrolli.ng of the Gaza Strip and the 
Sinai border, there have been dozens of cases of infiltration from these areas , 
causing considerable loss of life and property damage to the Israelis. It has been 
demonstrated that UNEF cannot prevent the fedayeen from crossing the border. It 
is, therefore, obvious that it would be futile to station UNEF troops in Israel 
where their presence would only make more difficult the apprehension by the Israeli 
Army of Egyptian ini'iltrators. 

* * * * * * * * * 

The suggestion to station UNEF troops on Israel's soil is, therefore, 
demonstrated to be only a face-saving device for Nasser. Is U.S. policy to be 
geared to appeasing the insatiable demands of Nasser which, in the long run, can 
serve only to advance the interests of the Kremlin in the Middle East? Should it 
not rather be geared to advancing a final settlement of the conflict in equity and 
justice and the establishment of permanent peace? 
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• Bernard atun 
19 st h4th St,reet 

York Y,, Ycrk 

ar • tsen, 

~ ptember 12.19S7 

bank you for your 1 t r ot r l h. l accept my 
congrat lations pon y ur ittul and sue ss.tul mission. 

The institutions 1n I el •al.ch will ber.m"1 
tatea tund w ich is n to be di tribute 

d•ply grateful to you. 

• 1th ll ood wishes, rem in 

this Unit.cl 
sure, be 

Very cor ially ours, 

AHS1al A mLI& SILV!Jl 



September 23, 19$7 

. Israel Rokach 
Th~ Sulgrave Hotel 
67th Street at Park Avenue 
n York, New Jorie 

dear • Rokacha 

It wu a pleasure to learn that r i!ly, one ot Israel•• 
leading newapapers1 ia pre in an I004mendeno ssue to k the 
Tenth AnniYersary of the e blis t.he S e ot Israel. 

'l'be issue which is cone i o st ss so the bonds betwHn 
Israel and the Jni d tate is a oat worthy proj ct which 
deaerYes e-very aaai nee. 

I wish you all success. 

AHSsal ABBA HILLEL SIIRPR 
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