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MORTON J. ROBBINS, M. D. 

2TO MAIN S TREET 

NA BUA, N E W HAMPSHIRE 

Dr . Abba Hillel S lver 
The Temple 
Cleveland , Ohio 

Dear Dr . Silver : 

Au ust 4 1 1950 

I know that this letter will not find you t home , 
but I ant to be sure that you receive it just .. soon 
as you ao return from your trip . I trust that you and 
Mrs . S lvPr have had a very enjoyable vacation . 

Ever since my coming to ew Hampshire I have been 
t~ying top rsuade thP small Je ish Community of Dover , 
in this State, to org nize a Zionist District . H reto-
fore their membe s bP,lon ed to th Portsmouth , ew Ham shire 
Zionist District , but of late th ommunity rew in size 
and ast year I was successful in ett:tng a District or -
ganized there, Th Pre ident 1 former res ant of 

ashua , and he has a p1O ched me ast month and asked me 
to intercede 1n b half o his co unity ands e if you 
will honor them with your pr sence on any Sunday in 
October convenlPnt to ou , for which they are willin to 
pay 500. The Dis tr c President , ~r . S lverm n , int nds 
to make th s St3te affair ana I am to be the ~o bet 0 en 
and make sure that you cen accept , and I hope you can. 

ay I hear from you , nd I hop in the affirmat:tve 
in order th t proper arrangements may be nade , 

' 1th kind personal re ards , 

MJR :l· 



August 16, 1950 

I previously had occasion to send you a confidential 
report on developments in IsraeL. This 1s another in a 
scrios and was smuggled out ot the country. This is tor 
your ovm information and I would like to hear trom you 
as to what suggestions you have and how wo in America 
can bring home to the leaders in Israel our disapproval 
or their activities. 

There is one th:lng of which I am confidant and that 
is that each of us in our own commtmity must do whatever 
\Ve can to deroat tho Histadrut campaign at loost NIOD8 
members or tho z.o.A., Mizracbi and Hadassah. You who 
aro familiar with tho role of the Histadrut in Israel 
lmow that: 

1. It is not a charity organization. 
2. Its interests are principally tor its own m<nbers. 
3. It is againot many or the democratic principles 

1n rrhich v,o bolievo and many or i ta leaders aro 
against a liberal form or capitalism in which w~ 
bellovo. 

4. Mape.m is a substantial factor in the Histadrut 
and many loaders or Mlprun aro against the 
political lino ot Israol whorover it follows that 
ot tho Wostorn powers. 

Again the onclosod is contidontial and should not attect 
your activity in behal.t ot u.J.A. or the oconomic developnont 
of Israol. 

Sincerely yours, 

Seymour B. Liobnan 
17/Jl Biarritz Drivo 
Miami Boa.ch, Florida 
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g6EElVATI(J§ 

by "Israel Analyst• 

ctyn LtJau:ties 1p Jsmel,, 
1. Near Petah-Tikva, at Rosh Haayin, there is a reception camp tor 

immigrants, which aocomodatea about 13,000. In the last several months the 
camp was tor arrivals from Yemen, a hard working and thrifty people. 

2. The tempo or release from the oamp was slaw, as openings tar employment were raw and the labour Exchange :In Petah-Tikva, a Histadrut owned institution, could hardly mane.go to place local applicants. Thousands or 
dunams or orange groves \1ero hardly worked and arc gradually deteriorating. 
Instead of the 15,000,000 cases or citrus oxported in 1939 only 410001000 were exportod last season. Tho reason for the decline was not duo to lack of markets; on the contrary, England was always prepared to buy the entire citrus crop. Tho dcolhlo was due to the Hista.drut imposed high \1agos and to the very substantial drop in tho productivlty of labour. Tho biggest Israeli industry 
has been steadily deteriorating. Instead or its development boing encouraged as the pr:fnoipal oarnor of foreign exchange and as a most important absorber ot 
labour, citrus has in fa.ct been allowed to fall into decay• It should be 
pointed out that the bulk or the cit.~ industry is owned by private farmers 
who were the pioneers of citrus cultivation sinco the 18901s. 

3. The Yemenites wore not slow to realize that a good deal ot emplo7-
mont was avail.ablo in Petah-T:ikva, and that tho semi-neglected groves could employ thousands. Slowly, tho Yominito inmates of the camp found thoir way 
into the orange groves. In the morning they would quietly slip out and by 
devious routes proceed to the orchards and return in the evenings. Abandoned orchards rovivod with the hard working labour force. The wage paid was tair, 
tar in excess or tho rate paid in Britain to farm labour. The volume or 
employment spread and it is estimated that some 31000 fo\.Uld employment in the 
Potal..-Tikva district alone. These, together with their families nearly made up the entire camp population. 

4. As the Hista.drut became aware or uhnt was transpiring, agente were dispatched to the orchards uith a view to preventing the Yemenites from enter­ing the groves. This method proved inortcctivo as it was quite impossible to maintain effective control over all entrances to groves. All attempts at 
persuading the Ycmenitos to quit tho groves in order to hold out for higbct wages failed, as they uero content. 

5. On the morning of May 15th, labour Exchange officials and Hista­
drut agents proceeded to the camp and seized all entrances. They would not 
allow any able bodied male inmate to leave. The Yemenites, being peaceful 
folk, did not attempt to break the cordon. Arter a few hours the cordon with­drew, and altho late :In the morning, hundreds of the inmates made their way to their places ot employment. 

6. The following morning a more rormidnblo cordon \1as placed at the 
entrances till the afternoon~ The Yemenites did not employ force to secure cxitQ Tho police arrived but rei'used to open the gatos and to assure freedon ot movement to o.nd i'rom the co.mp. They were instructed to tnke no action 
against those responsible tor virtually imprisoning retugces so long as no 
breach or pence was committed. 

7. Even this cordon was not altogether etroctive. Betore dawn, 
retu.gees uould leavo the camp. The rnce between Yemenite ingenuity- and the persistence of their jailers proceeded unaoo.ted, the former portecting means ot escape, the latter tightoning up the blockade, with the police pursuing o. 
pol "-.cy of "neutrality''• 

So Tho Histadrut owned papers printed inconspicuous reports ot the s1egP. u1thout comment. All tho independent papers took a highly critical 
att.Ltudo. Tho pro-Govornmen·\i, Ha 1aretz, pointed out that two :f\mdamental 
o_t:..3~·~lorJS \7cr.o involved :in this Histadrut imposod siege. Firstly, there was a 
t':!...lf'l'l•a:i,t violation or a most fundamental liberty-freedom ot movement. Ir the I'is···;wr:-ut may escape uith impunity trom punishment for causing the imprisonment ct ~J,ou.9a!1r.!s of lau abiding citizens, civil liberties in Israel booomes a 
fuo~~.:f''t'J' Ila 'e:ret.z urged tho Government to instruct the Attorney General to ir.~ :..:"tu":.e cr:IJ7lint.l proceedings against the persons responsible tor this crime 
a1 d. • ) d.lr. i..ct ~l-io !)Olico to employ force ¥1 order to assure troedom ot movement 
+.c, •1·1J_ :.~1~ t.~i 01 ~he camps A communique was issued to the ettoct that "at ":ha j a :1, ~ ... e;c·!•in~ o~ t'~e cabine~ problems arrising out of the 1pickota I bl Petab-
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Tikva were diacuasod" • Neither tho Attorney General nor the police took 
aot1on. The labour Excho.ngo called a press conf'orence at which the Histadrut 
was justified. Not onl~r d~.d the siege continue, but those ot tho Yemenites 
who managed to escape fi•om tho re.mp and reach Poteh-Tikva nero arrested by 
Histadrut agents in the ~ti•r.ots of the tmm, pla ,:?E;rl in lorries and forcibly 
removed to the camp. Tho po~_ice did not .i.:ift a ~::.neer. This outrage ccmt:1nued 
until one day the siege or ·, he carnp vms 11.,:teje 1'he Yemenites were being 
removed to other dis~'icts~ 

9. While tho Yomonitc workers were imprisoned in their camp, there 
was no demand for labour0 ~he labour Exchange, rrho expocted to pl.ace ms.ny ot 
their applicants, wore disappo~ntcd~ Tho gro~es wore not norkcd as the owners 
totmd it expedient to ncgl~ct cultivation rather than pay tho exorbitant rates extractod by tho HistadrlA.t fc~ !~efficient 1-:ibcur<' Vfhen Hietadrut ottic:lala 
realized that the camp blockado !·.1:tlorl to proJucc tho expected demand tor 
Bistadrut labour, they secured fl."om Govornncnt an undertaking that any citrua 
grawor employing labour secured .f.;~om the Ie.bour Exchange will be paid a 1ubaic3T ot ti.40 tor every labou:-or 1s c1ay's ,10~!:9 Tho l/J.nister or labour, Mrs. Golda 
lle19rson, officially announced in tho "Iu1csset" that this subsidy will be depied to any ono eeouring labom- ether tl-lan tr.rough the Histadrut labour 
Exchange. Even this :Inducement did :..1ot produce the expected results. Ht.d it 
not been tor the high handed action of tho HiRtadrut, the thousands ot the 
Roah-Haayin camp inmates would have been employed, the public monies spent en 
their maintenance ,1ould be diverted :Into constructive projects and the cit.Tua 
industry would have been revived. But so long as charitable tunds tor the 
•hltenance of retugee oe.mps aro available, the Histacrut oan afford to pursue 
its oloeod union policy with all that is implied by it :ln Israel. 

10. This incident forces a consideration ot the position ot civil 
liberties in Israel. Tho fact that tho Histadrut, being, 1n additicm to a 
trade-unionJ the biggest capitalist and employer or labour~ could deprive 
thousands ot lat1 abidmg citizens or their right to move troely and to take up 
employment, raised an issuo that goes to tho root or the social and political 
set up in Isre.ol. fllo failure of the police and tho retusal or the A ttomey 
General to act, indicate that Government is not 1n a position to sateguard 
liberties whon such action confiicts with the interests of the Histadrut. In 
f'a~t, the virtual ruler ot Israel 1s the Histadrut, while the Government is an 
agency, or rather one or the numerous agencies of the former. 

11. It 1s two years since tho end of hostilities, and the rigouroua 
censorship aver all in-going and out-going mail is maintained. From a military 
point or view there is no justiticaticm for such a censorship. There are 
thousands ot avenues ot transmission . ot military intelligence beeides ord1nary­
oon-erJpondence. With numerous milltary- attaches an,joy.lng diplomatic immunity, 
with journalists and visitors moving :ln and out of the country-, with a wide 
open frontier over which a vast contraband traffic is daily carried on - it :1a 
naiva to pretend that a mail censorship 1s a security prerequisite. In tact, 
t:10 Jerusalem Post, a Histadrut owned paper, md to admit that there 1s no 
ju.~ti.4'icntion tor this censorship on socurity grounds, but that it ought to be 
re"va:L'"'led in order to facilitate the apprehension ot foreign currency- control 
offenders, To argue that the deprivation of a civil liberty, such as freedon 
cf correspondence is justitiable beefluse it will render it easier for the law 
e::ifcroing aut!101·ities to apprehend c:riminals of a certain oatogory, is to 
advance an argument tJlat is accoptab1e only 1n • totalitarian society, It 
fa.cil:!.tat,ing the task of law ontorcblg agoncies 18 the paramount consideration ot a civilised sooiety, thon a valid reason tor the denial ot all liberties 1s 
at band. In ta.ct, this argument is eoxtonsivel.y omployed tor denying elementary 

, ci"Til rights, ar.d the retention on t:he statute books of the innumerable 
E~ergon~y Regulations enactod by tho British authorities. 

J.2. Another typico.l :lnstancte ot tho 0t,rtnilment or civil rights by­
mee.ns of' omergcncy regulations 1a th•.o restriction on persons who intend to 
le~vo tho cot~try, either temporarU;y or permanently. Orig:!nall.y, there was a 
re0&e·1re or ju.stit'ication tor this provision, as it was essontial to prevent 
y~ur.g m3l'l to oscapE;. mil:ltary d~ty. llo person, hOV1cv.or old, was allooed to 
l0ov .J, a:,,:cert by Rpo11ial pormission Wlhich took months to obtain. This continued 
a1~·-el" thr: c'"'nclus~.on~ o~ hoatilit1es • Persons applying tor an exit ruai hld to 
ht':L"l~ av-:dei~ce t.1-tt ·i.Jley ho.cl 1rn dobt-&f! a'.'ld that thoy paid cantributiana to 
'V'\1·i ,,us J.r.'1\,f·:~'.lt-tor..'3 9 ~'3n p1•otus-w wo,:-o raised and prospective hlvostors were 
a 1.al""l(:Jd at th::=, i11;e. ~a ot: 11·!':1ll"s"" !Jo•Jer:1mei1t ann~unoed that all persons not of 
mlJ i ';;J.r'J a~ ·.r. J.:1.. 5vt, c1n .J.V.., l; p0~ ... i ~ if th.Jy decl.aro ~,at thoy do not roquire rur~~rn ex~li!L.1ze,, 1'::'t.x• r.~_s :~:l:i •;,,o-,'k abcut two months to oLti.in an ex:tt permit. 
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Recently, without informing the public and '17ithout announcement 1n the 
ottio:lal Gazette, Government instructed shipping and aviation c01Qp0.nies not 
to issue tickets to persons who obtained their exit pemits, ,:mlttG~ .sueh a 
person obtains a ~license to purchase a ticketn. No one quite understood the 
need tor a license whore the ticket is paid for in Israel currency. Persons 
who booked seats, paid for them, and who as a matter of routine thought or 
taking out the tickets a. day or two before departure.- uero prevented from 
going, some in fact having parted ,·1i th thair apartment~ This nevr rcgula tion 
will noceseitato making additional applications and uill entail considerable 
delay and aggravation. The callousness and tho high-handed manner in which 
those oppressive regulatio~s arc imposed stem out from a deeply rooted totali­
tarian mentality. It nould bo comparatively easy to draw up a long list or 
statutes whore it is incur.ibent upon tho accused to prove his illnoccnso in a 
criminal charge brought ngo.mst him. It 1;1ould likewise bo easy to drau up a. 
long list or ox-post-facto la.·;1s relating both to persons and property. 

13. Noorly ~vo years ago, tho Provisional Government decided to 
summon a Constitupnt Assembly elected by universal bo.llot. The Constituent 
Assembly was in f'o.ct elected, and its first enactment was to pass a law 
whereby it dccla.rod itself to be a "kncssot" or Parliar.icnt. It proceeded to 
legislate and ignored completely its primary duty, i.e. that of drawing a 
constitution. Consequently tho powers of logislc.turo ar unlimited. In reply 
to tho request for the enactment of a Bill of Rights and its incorporation into 
a Constitution, Mapai members reply that they arc aga:u;mt "superior laws" as 
being inconsistent with tho unlimited sovereignty or tho Knesset, which, m 
their opinion is genuine democracy. They further point out that tho Declaration 
ot Independence nhile purporting to afford protection to life, docs not purport 
to artord protection to property and that consequently no constitutional safe­
guards tor property rights ought to be introduced. 

14. Special regulations ucro passed authorizing Government officials to 
fix tho prices or manufactured goods. No provision \7as made for soma advisory 
body to assist tho officials in determining vrmt ought to be tho price at Tthich 
a factory will be authorized to sell its commodity. Tho officials appointed to 
tix prices aro not necessarily exports in industry. Furthermore~ there is no 
appeal from their decision. Needless to say that the pouers vested in those 
officials are so unlimited and their discretion so unfettered that thoy virtuall.7 
oxorciso dictatorial authority over :tndustry. It is thcrof'orc not surprising 
that some firms had to go out or business. Inasmuch as the price of a. manufac­
tured commodity is fixed and the cost of labour is not controlled, the position 
is oven more absurd. In spite or tho rccuction on tho index of prices and 
contrary to the Histadrut1s declared policy of freezing wages, wages arc stoaclil,1 
going up as a result of strikes or indirect prossuro. Whon confronted v,ith 
rising we.gos which altor tho basis or the calculation, manufacturers apply to tho 
Controller or Prices requesting a revision or prices; tho written answer invari­
ably givon by the Controller is that increase m uagos is not a reason for n 
pri.co revision. When discuss:fng the matter with a mnnuto.cturors I doputation, 
Government representatives ansuor that it is the duty or manufacturers to resist 
wago increases and if' they grant :fncreases they must boar the burden. Thus a 
situation is croe.tod nherc Histadrut tmions prose for wage incroa.sos while the 
Histadrut controllod Govcrnmont orders manui'acturors to resist pressure, vtith the 
result that manutactin-ers find themselves botwoen tho devil and the deop sea. 
All avenues tor an appeal or rooonsidoration by an impartial tribunal are closed. 

15. Rcsista.nco to the dratting of a Constitution or to tho enactment of 
a Bill or Rights is a set and considcrod policy of tho Histadrut. In tact tho 
liista.drut would wither away as tho economic and political master or tho country 
if it had to operate uithin tho framc,1ork or a constitution such as is known :In 
J.morioa. To take one instance only: In Israel tho principle ot equality betoro 
"·.ho lavr is non-oxistant. To cite a rev, cxnmplos only: 

(a) No public works contract is issued to a priva to contractor. Cbly 
Histadrut contractors obtain public works; this is not a rosult or 
public tenders but ot private treaties between tho Public Vforlas 
Departmont and Histadrut contractors. 

\~") Hir. ta. ~t concerns, such as industrial and agricultural cooperatives, 
·~'l J 0~nL.1 and retail distribution organizations, etc. are oxampt 
J':',.,r i..h:J p~:;mont of :f.ncoma tax. Thus a Kibbutz owned tactory which 
: .:5 t yv:r~· mac'.~ a hig:1 ~ofi t ot 501000 pounds paid no income tax, 
v-~1·.-·,.,., ,t· c-r. identical privately owned tactor7 paid a SO% company- and 
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1ncompany tax, and the balanco of tho income was subject to a 
personal incOI?1e tax going up to 80%. Under those circumstances 
thero is noithor equality of treatment nor equality or competition 
between a privately owned and a Histadrut ovmed industry. 

(o) H:latadrut acriculturc 18 llkmriee oxompt from !Docoo tax. Rocontly 
Atildm colobratod its 25th anniversary. An appropriatG eolalfttion 
uas arrangod, ·und tho elimax, so tar as the country was concomed, 
was the publicn tion of its balance sheet. This document caused 
universal astonishment. It appears that the average income or the 
Kibbutz family was about 2,000 pounds - on which no income tax was 
paid. Privately ovtned farms, all or which are small, their average 
being three acres - arc subject to income tax. It is worth pointing 
out that the privatoly owned farm, consisting or smallholders, and 
accounting for about half' of the agricultural output, were not 
subsidized by the Keren Hn.yesod or any other public agoncy. 

(d) The Knesset dircctly,and the Government indirectly, through 
delegated authority, enact provisions impairing contractual 
obligations. The Knesset is novt considering a Histadrut sponsored 
bill abrogating all those provisions in contracts of' lease which 
provide that no tenant may sublet promises without the consent ot 
the landlord. Tho injustice of this bill is :t\tlly appreciated 
when realized that under our legislation n landlord mny not charge 
a rent higher than that which prevailed :in 1940 and that a tenant 
who pays this s~tutory ront may novcr bo evicted, although the 
lease may havo expired• Thus the landlord may cello ct a rent 
representing only one-sixth of the real vnlue ot the rent, while 
tho tenant• in f'act, will be ablo to sublet at a fantastic rent. 
Needloss to say tho bill, when enacted, will redound to the advan• 
tege or the Histadrut in the forthcoming municipal elections. 

16. The inequalities inhorent in tho present regime enablo the Hista­
drut to absorb ovor increasing areas of privately ovmod businesses and property. 
The Histadrut n0v1 is the largest buyer of factories, hotels, buildings and of 
properties hi gonoral. Tho financial resources at its disposal arc noarly 
unlimited. Through its de-jurc Government, it controls the hugo Government 
budget as well as tho vast funds collected in the u.s.A. and othor countries. 
The Govornmont is really that branch or tho Histadrut uhich possesses tho power 
of legal coercion and omploj'S that power for its steady expansion. 

17. last spring, a delegation or British labour Party M.P.•s visited 
Israel as guests or tho Hiatadrut. They vwro given a v1arm welcome and shown 
arotmd the country. Ono of the members, Mr. Sam ffatson, now chairman or the 
British labour Party reoontly delivered a speech in u,ndon at tho Anglo­
Palestine Club. Whilo expressing his admiration at everything he had soen in 
Israol, he pausod to say that in his opinion there uere three sorious handicaps 
coni'ronting Israel, 1'>. a 

(a) the small size ot tho State and its :ln-ogular shape; 

(b) lack ot coal and ot power in general; 

(c) the tact that ovor and above tho Government thore was the Histadrut. 

This last remark, coming as it did from n distinguished labour leader 
and i'riend or the Histndrut onused quite a sensation. But those close to 
Mr. Watson know that he lof't Israel with the feeling that a totalitarian 
regime vtas being gradu.,.lly imposed by a well disciplinod party maintained by 
the inexhaustible reservoir of Jewish, and particularily or American-Jewish 
generosity. 
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Dr . A. E. Silver, 
new - York. 

Dear Dr . Silver, 

- - -

22nd August,1950 . 01' ,l'lN-"Jn 

27 '11'!l'UJID lln1 
·.; 

2953 ll!l'JU 

1 ' 

fue leaving Paris I gave i:r. leinberg a few 
lines for you and I hope he has not forgotten to pass my letter 
on to you. 

I vae glad to hear that you have decided to 
be once r.iore active in Zionist affairs in general and also to 
help us in concentrating those forces of General Zionism which 
understand it and its task as we do . 

Before I left re 'l York, Dr . . Jeuman arran0 ed 
for a meeting of som 40 leading Zionists of the New York area 
who are thought to be in sympathy with our party . I believe 
their reaction to my address was positive and I understood Dr . 
Neuman was prepared to organize som inof icial committee to 
be in contact with us. Ir. rowdy was info ed about that meeting 
but preferred not to be pres nt, in ord r ot to endrulc;er, so 
I suppose, peace in the z.o .. , but in a subsequent talk, when 
I told him about the results of that me ting, he seemed to 
realise that, vith th Congress in viei, he could not r main 
"neutral" for any length of time. 

ur party h re in Israel is progressing rapidly 
we are makin· ·reat efforts towards the elections of Zionist 
Congress and the IJunicipalities and hope to achieve impressive 
results . But though we have raised ourselves locally during the 
months April-July more than 40,000 pounds for purely organization­
al and political work we are much inned o dditional funds and 
sincerely hope we v,ill get some help from our friends over there . 
We have by now a permanent staff of more than 40 people in our 
C,ntral Adriinistration not comprising personel of the local 
or0 anizations, and even so we cannot exploit by far all our 
possibilities , while elections as a matter of course, require 
special and gr at additional expenses . 

I shall be glad to hear from you, and remain 
with kindest personal regards, 

Sine rs, 

nstein • 
• 

pb/yz . 

• 



Dr • Abba H. Si 1 v er , 
The Temple, 
Cleveland , Ohio• 

Mv d oo.r ;Jr. Sibr er, 

August 27,1950 

Since our meeting last lv1onday I met with several other 
Zionist s, amongst them Abraham Goodman, and a number of local regional and 
diatriot lee.dera1 I alao met again with Dr. Em.nuel Neumann. And fNery one 
of than enoourags:1 me to undertake the work of eata.bliahing a two....vm.y 
informa.tion servioe between the General Zionist■ here and those in Israel. 
They all felt that thia would be of ma.terial help to the Zionists in 
Iarael, and will also be a 11 1hot in the arm' for the General Zioniata here • ... During our conver .. tion last week I mention ed 1everal 
times the urgent desire sxpreaasi by numerous l•ding Zioniata ln I•rael 
that you resume aotive leadership, and not only locally but also and more so 
in world Zionism. If' I didn•t atreaa it then it waan•t because I considered 
it l••t important; quite to the contrary, beoauae I oonaidar this of the 
utmost importance I didn •t want to disouaa it with you then, when you had 
ju•t returned from au-ope and were preparing to leave the following day f'or 
home. 

I do wiah, Dr. Silver, that you do give thia DB.tter your 
moat aeriou■ attention. Thia deeire that you return to aotive leaderahip waa 
expreaa«i to me oy mu\Y of the local people that I ... llN> talk~ to ainoe D\Y' 
ret;urn. One oan safely aay that thi 11 for your leaderahip ia univeraal. 
And just aa you have heoo9d such a oall for your return in 1945, you ahould 
heed the preaent oa.11. And there is no que tion that while the present ori•i• 
ia of a different nature, it ia in it• own y even more aerioua than the one 
Zioniam faoEd in 1945 when you overlookxl everything and took the helm again. 
It ia, in D\Y humble opinion, incumbent upon you to take up the leaderahip 
again and rally around you, here, in Iara.el and el••here, all the diaperasi 
but con■truotiTe foroea that are looking and praying for auoh l•derahip. 

A• for the work that I am planning to. organize here, 
and for which you were good enough, like •o nany othera, to • • me your 
oooperation, I am waiting now f'or the green light i'rom Iarael. 

Reapeottully your• 

Y. Rivlin 



M. Rivlin 

JOURNAL- NEWS CORPORATION 

77 BOWERY 

NEW YORK 2, N. Y. 

D • ilver 
The p 
Clevel nd, Ohio 
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Dr• llorton J. Ro bina 
273 11&1 n street 
uhua, 1 shire 

it,' dear l\r • obbina 
. 

Pand.t ine to t .. ou yoor teleSNII• I enclosing rnith cow 
ot the telegram nt yeaterda;y to AJnba r Etrm. It is Nlf• 
explanatory. a there re no ot r r~••L"" rar IQ' rx>t eoin; 
UNpt the physic l a of inescapable pri 'bnenta whioh I hava 
madl here doh I .,·011 lmalr• 
I wu gc QUIIJP.11~ 1 1 ~ 
tuk or 01 1, rvioee, 
ew. - th no one )i ."odel, 
acoep ~ ~-~ • 

At or fri r.ds 
unt.11 r;ry return. T 
the la et min l 
pr.m.dent or 
to be s ~ 
-,, position to IftlU(IS 

ward■ ere t h he. 
tift years nd ...._.."""' .. d me 
Zionist activ.1.ti ad• 

~htera 
dioappoi d at 

• n oo 1-.1 .e retirinl 
8 t .\CJ t M 8gO 
nsible for a man 1D 

n Uiti • to-
mrot.18 to in tba put 

1 of t ~ 

I wae in Europe all a,--,r. I.t ti. Prime nister to co r th 
••• I oould Msily '\IO been reached. He did t +A> it for euggee-
tiona trOl'l various quarters to imite at t , n st uo:nnte to nttend a 
conterenoe to which mmv' otbera ware irm.ted ~ botare an invitation wu 
exte1ded to • nut, a I eq, I uld have gone ~,· rul:Saing bow 
graw the eituation 1•, it it re t, ll poasible. I indicated clear~ 
in the telegNm that I am prepared to ccaa attar the Ho~ D&"J'8 it I 
wanted. 

A• tar u the inVitation to cooie to Doftr during the month ot October, I 
regrat that it will not be po•ible tor • to cane. I have so JBAJW otmr 
•nea811118nt,a aobeduled tor that IIODth nd I ld.cht have to oanoel 110■t of 
tha it I do go to Israel 1n Octobor • 

Wlth all good abe■ tar a wey HaPPT New Year, I rca~n 

AHS1er 
Eno. 

llo t, ~ yours, 

ABBA tllLU:L SIL 



J,,, .. t ... ·~~ t't-~ ~ r-J::: 
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Hon. Henry Morgenthau, 
Chainnan, United Jewish Appeal, 
New York City, New York. 

Dear Mr. Morgenthau: 

"" a -----'), , 

Suite 1700 
1 Wall Street 
New York, New York 
August 30, 1950 

Th~re are several observations I should like to bring t~ your 
attention regarding the PTOpos~l for the issuance of bonds by the 
State of Inrael. It is known that a meeting is to be h9ld in Israel 
w:!.th:ln the week for the purpose of clec:.e.::.:c .. g on a new!' effectivt:J fund 
rai~:.ng poli•~y w'.1:-lich will be accentable beth to the Israelis and thei'r 
well wishers abroad~ I understand that a nl~n to sell Israel bonds in 
this country will be the major one advanced at this meeting. 

I have consulted ,ith Wall Street experts on floating of issues, 
the selling and buying of bonds and other financial operations. Of 
them~ eve.n the most generous of spirit, the oost imaginative in point 
of view and the most sympathetic to the cause of Israel have agreed 
that the suggestion is ill-conceived, and if carried out might prove 
to be a greater detriment to the new state than a benefit. I therefore 
feel that it is~ duty to submit these observations to you for your 
consideration. 

Certainly the economic crisis in Israel is extreme._ and the need . 
for channeling much greater sums of money than UJA can posatbly provide 
is abundantly apparent. Somes~ that a bond drive might . help matters. 
And when these are shown that there are obstacles in the way of achieving , 
a successful bond selling campaign, they exhort with Admira.l Dewey, "damn 
the torpedoes, fulls-peed ahead". The disturbing f~ctor here is that a 
bond drive may, in its enthusiasm and good intention, take on the quality 
of a speed operation, but perhaps not ahead. It might possibly lead in 
the wrong direction, and if it should turn out to be a re~ression, it 
would be disa.sterous. Fully aware of your o\'m great res-ponsibility and 
that of your colleagues in the making of current fund raising ~lans, you 
yourself might find it helpful to consider the fears that have been 
expressed. 

It is believed by many businessmen that in this early stage of ite 
nushroom growth, Israel's econony is a poor risk for short term investment . 
In the -long run, it is hoped Israel will b~come a prosperous land providin. 
a high standard of living for its people, and generous profits for those 
who invest therein. At the moment, however, State of Israel bonds might 
not be taken seriously as a business proposition by American investors. 

We have, as you know well, under1;one a radical change in the bond 
market in this country over the -past few decades. Individual purchasers 
buy only a neglig'ble percentage of the available bonds. It has become 
the custom for insti~utions like banks and insurance conmanies to take 
the major positions in the bond market. 

Israel bonds would, I assume, be sold with an ~e to inte~esting 
individual investors, becPuse such institutions would likely be quite 
indifferent to,,rerd such en issue. The problem that ~resents itself to 
my mind as well as to the minds of those with whom I have snoken, is 
that not only will the Government of Israel be facPd with the difficulties 
of selling a security whose value will be seriously questioned, even by 

Jewish business men whose hearts are close to the cause ot Israel, but the 
task of creating popularity for a type of investment which ia currently 
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falling out of fashioh in personal portfolios 1s considerable. The 

example of u.s. War Bonde which 1nd1viduals bought is quitt separate 

and different from Israel bonds, you will, I am sure agree. And very 

little that is -parallel exists between the selling of one 81\d the other. 

For United States bonds are as secure as the richest eeonont, in the world, 

and a:.:.: Huch pro·vide purchasers with a minimum of risk. It 1,1 interesting 

to note that the United States did not engage in a signific81\t bond drive 

until the time of the Civil 1-'Tar, which was many decades after it had 

dee 12.red. its 1.ndependenc e • 

~hot~Ja. I::i~el be forced into the position of having to clefault 

on :x1.ying t hs ~.:1.teres-c on 1 ts bonds :. tre conseq_uBnces msy b~ gr~v:'3o 

Son•J seyr +.hat on1y ~f1"iencl.3 of Isra~lti •l-:.,uld oe •~:A:pected. t~ iy.i;r ·'~he 

prcm('•~e~. b0nds , 3na. thnt such boL1evolont; bo~/"-bc'..1..de1·s wcu~a nevd:._.. hold 

such a 1lefau.l-t a~ainst tha 1:1:iitle s~ate -

A defat.1.lt can, as you know, be a ser~ous tJ:,.ingc. It can prevent 

the State of Israel from re-tu:-ning to this country for funds. It can 

spcil the. whole market for nrivate ~nvestment fu'..." years to com~. You 

a:t"e \·E-i "!.1 2\v::tr ~ o·? tl1e stubb~rn prejudices (a3 in San Domi r:go and other 

Latin Aiuerican countries) that l&g on through economic historyo And in 

the long~ ths only economic salvation for Israel is its ability to 

have tbe credits to attract lar~e enough measures of investment capital 

from abroad to develop its industry on an efficient and self supporting 

ba.sis. Should Israel have to default on paving interest on its bonds, it 

is not fantastic to expect that it might be temporarily excluded from the 

international investment eomnu.nity. Such things do hanpen, and then our 

Israeli brothers will, in their understande.ble e,nxiety, have killed the 

goose that laid the ?Olden egg. Or should I say that at least had the 

potentiality of laying golden eggs. Since the chances for default are 

great, it might be well to exr,lore safer roads in the search for rm1ch 

needed immediate cash. 

That people will buy Israel bonds for sentinental re~sons, and not 

for business reasons is, I think, a fair au~raisal of the nature of the 

demand for these securities. If thRt is so, then let us face facts. It 

would be more prudent to apYJroech the American public with something 

other than a business proposition, when in actuality it is not a good 

credit risk that is being offered. To sell bonds on sentiment is to be 

situated in the right pew, but in the wrong church. 

I would. also suggest that it is better at all times to call a spade 

a spade. The prospect of Israelis assuming the obligetion of pa.ying not 

only capital but interest to American Jews so that fellow Jews who suffere 

in concentration camps or at least have had to flee from their birthplaces 

because of their Jewishness, is most disturbing. Let us not delude oursel 

The monies to be derived from the proposed funded debt would be used for 

rehabilitetion purposes, no matter what sort of double talk is used to the 

contrary about roads,eeonomlc institutions, etc. At this st~e of ur.i1ea.rcl 

of inmigration, the needs are really those of rehabilitation. And I 

should »ate to see the rehabilit9ted compelled to assume financial obliga­

tions to you or to me, simply becRU.se they were Jews from the eastern 

hemisphere and we are western. Surely Jewish morality dictates that what­

ever obligations a:.re assumed at your mePting next week, that you and I, an 

not the State of Israel alone, be constituted as the parties responsible 

for the debt. Even if bonds are issued, then at least let them be Jewish 

Ageney bonds, representing the Jews of the ,.,orld, but not State of Ierael 

bonds. Surely this suggestion requires no further elaboration. 

M~ I in conclusion 1ugge1t an alternative plan which might more 

effectively help ue meet the -pendi~ criaia. In moat cities on this 

continent, the Jewish conmunity baa a Rebrew ?ree Loan Society, which in 

loaning money tree ot inteieat to Jewa in order to aet them in to buelneer 

haa pl.a1'ecl a oonatructlve role setting people on their feet and re­

eatabliehlzi« them. One of my earlieat memori•• of co111!11DB.l activity wa.1 
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when rrr:, own father. who was president of the P.ebre,,r Free Loan Society 
in Toronto, took me to a meP-ting of the board. I think the example of 
their methods might merit consideration at this time. 

The Jewish Agency might be well advised to go to the Je ,s of the 
world and say we need more than gifts. The gifts are a sine qua non~ 
UJA rrru.st continue. But Israel with its pr6gramme of providing succour 
to whoroover will come to it, reouires large loans. It needs free loans. 
It wilI however prondse to Pa.Y back the loans wmn it can. 

I sugge~t that the Jewish Agency recite the example of the Hebrew 
Free Loan Societies. I suggest that the Agency should sell interest free 
proYl'1'.~sory notes, perhaps even without a due date. If this is done, I 
believe:s more money will be raised than through a bond drive, and a sa:f'er 
more e::ffective course wiil have been pursued, a course of open and candid 
~resentation of the case, free from the nossibility of deluding the 
investing public. Such a. course will leave Israel the beneficiary of 
our fund raising activities, not a benefactor, paying interest to affluent 
or even comfort?ble Americans. 

I can appreciate that the burden of Jewish leadership at this time 
is heavy, and I know as one who has been a volunteer worker in your UJA 
ranks, the high sense of responsibility you carry. I hav~ therefore 
submitted this letter to you, in the hope that its contents can be of 
some small help by advancing a point of view held by many. 

I know that the decision reached in Israel will serve the best 
interests of our people there. 

With kind personc..l reggrds, 

Your8 si.ncerely, 

S.. i-ddin8l Gelber 
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MORTON J. ROBBINS, M, D, 
:no MAIN TREET 

NA DUA, NEW HAMPSHIRE 

Dr . bba illel ~ilver 
The Temple 

st 105th atreet At Ansel oad 
Cleveland 6, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

eptem er 1 , 19 O 

ords can not exp1·ess my therucs end appreciation 
for your kind letter of August 30 , and par·t:tcularly 
for your promptness in 8nsw ring my t legram. You 
have certa nly e sed my anxiety and now that I know 
the 1' asons £'01· your j nabili ty to go c1t his late 
moment , I feel uch better abou th~ lhole th n • 

I wes very happy to learn that Dr . eumann did 
tO ~jth the ~roup. 

he community 
Jhen I a porise th 
vi tBtion , .. ut I am 
co es fi1st . 

of Dover will )e e tly disappointed 
of your i b 1 y to accept th~ n ­

sure they w 11 un rstand that Israel 

ermit me to take thi opportunity to extend to 
you and yours my best wl hes for a very h ppy e Yea-r . 

~1th kindest personal egards , 

"' ost res pectful.ty yours , 

J.' J :H , ~.~{fc~ns , • D, 



" 

Kr. Darld lloakowita 
40 •at Burna1de Aftnlla 
Brom SJ, liar Yark 

dear Priand1 

Sartembar 1, 1950 

Parad.t • to thank you for your t.legNJll. I am enclosing berm.th copy 
ot the telegram which I eent to ~aaador Eben. It is •l.t-explana­
tor,. I asaure ,-ou there were no other reaaona tar ,q not going e»­
oept tha plvaioal reason• ot ineaoapable prior OCilldlllenta which I haY9 
ude re and which I co 1 not :t the last Id.Dute ohanp. A8 you 
know, I wu gone pr cticalq the entire 9\am,r and n,w I aa tao1ng the 
beaV tuk ot openlng th eonts activitie of Temple - IIOhool, 
wrvice•• tc. - with o to aeai • 1 .. ,.,...--ch as rq aasinantt, 
Rabbi odel, accept.I. ll to Portland~ t 8\llllltr am ill Dair 
eone. 

A t• of 1111 frienda po~nifid dd1 a ot heir aona am daughtera 
untU rq return. "rt'. ....... wo 1d be p~ grie it I di•Wointed thall 
at the laat lldnllte. st1mon1al d1nnett is be giwn to the retir-
in1 preeicant ot iv Temple next Wedneedq, and the date wu aet 90IIlt 
ti ago to be sure that I would be pre•nt• It 1 quit. mpossible 
tor a man in rq po■it.ion to ... tbeee 8Uddln daoim.ona. I ha- reapon­
eibili\iea towarda a gre t orpniation which hu been very pneroua to 
• in the past tiw yeare am which hu alloll9d to taJca oft a great, 
ct.al ot time tor Zionist actinties here am &bro d. • 

I waa 1n !\lrope all 8UlllDBre It the Prime Jt1.n1.ater wanted to conter with 
•• I oruld ... 11.y haw been reached. Ha did not h to wait tor aug-
geationa A-om ioua quart.ere to imite ma at the last mmte to at,-
tend a oonterenoe to which man;r others were inri.tAld weka before an in­
n.tat.ion wa extended to •• ~t, a I -,-, I would haw na anybaw, 
rul1sing how gra9 the situation 1■, it it were at all poasil>lee I 
indicated clear~ in the telegram that I am prepared to come arter tha 
Ilo~ Da7■ it I ••anted. · 

With all good wishes tor a "817 Happy llnr Year, I raain 

oat oordl.~ yours, 

. s,a 
1nc. 

ABBA HILI& SILVER 



Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

D e.r Dr. Silver: 

A. K. ISREELI 
342 MADISON AVENUE 

NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MURRAY HILL 2-1160 

Septemb r 6, 1950 

Your gracious lett rand booke were received in my absence 
from th city. I hasten to thank you for the books in the con­
viction that they will help m to round out the information I 
need for my work. 

You probably know that in Hajtretz and, according to H. Je.;ff 1s 
cable in The DaY, 1n many circles in Isra l, r gret was expr ssed 
at your absence from the conference of September 3rd. In Iara 1 
they blamed the government for not inviting you. I hs.d a long 
visit with Mr. bban and I know th situation. By the way, he had 
no time to get permi sion from B. G. to invite Neumann in his name, 
so he invited him personally and then got confirmation from 
JerusHlem. 

The Congress being postponed to the end of May, we will prob­
ably hev ti~e to accomplish something here in prepar tion for the 
Congress. Meanwhile we will have our own "Congress" in .America, 
according to today's papers. It was a shrewd idea on the part 
of the Mizrachi. 

Wishing you and Mrs. Silver a happy New Year, 



-, 

. . 

?~1W') c,,,,~~ C'l1'l0 ~,,,~on 
The General Zionists Organization in Israel 

3~ KingGeorge str.Tel-Aviv.Phone 4533, 3031 
-----------

Ref. 4708/ 50 22nd September 1950 

Dear Sir(s) 

Enclosed please find: 

1) Copy of letter of Mr. P. Bernstein - President 
of our Party, - addressed to Dr. Israel Goldstein 
Concerning Mr. Itzhak Grinbaum's Contributions 
to "Al-Hamishmar". 

2) Copy of the English translation of extracts taken 
. from an article written by Mr. Itzhak Grinbaum 

and published in MA.PAM'S daily news paper 
"Al-Hamishmar". 

Kindly acknowledge receipt of same 

Sincerely Yours 

General Zionists Organization 
in Israel 

I. Vinograd, 
Acting General Secretary. 



-
Ref. 4685/50 

22nd September 1950 

Dr. Israel Goldstein, 
President World Confederation 
of General Zionists, 
501, Fifth Avenue, 
New York, 17, N!...L_ 

Dear Dr. Goldstein, 

We feel it our duty to bring to your notice the fact that 
Mr. Itzhak Grinbaum, member of the Jewish Agency Executive as a 
representative of the World Confederation of General Zionists, 
has now started writing articles by way of regular contributions 
in the official daily of Mapam, "Al-Hamishmar". In his first 
article Mr. Grinbaum stated that the general trend of this paper 
corresponded to his views more than that of any other paper. 
(See translation of part of said article - enclosed herewith.) 

As you brobably remember, we considered it at the time as 
a serious mistake that the Confederation elected Mr. Grinbaum to 
fill the vacancy in the Agency Executive, not only because of our 
candidate being bypassed: but because it seemed very strange to 
us that the very man who had severed his connection with both 
existing parties of General Zionists and had a decisi¥e part ·in 
splitting General Zionists in Israel, should be the elect of the 
Confederation, the proclaimed task of which is, and in actual 
fact ought to be, to strengthen the organisational basis of 
General Zionism. 

We admit that in our misgivings we had not anticipated so 
spectacular a step on the part of Mr. Grinbaum as he has taken 
now, but we certainly believe that the identification, or near 
identification of Mr. Grinbaum with the views of Mapam, which are 
known to you, necessitates a .serious reaction on the part of the 
Confederation. 

The range of political convictions within the ranks of 
General Zionists may be very wide, and is in fact unnaturally 
so, but seems to prQclude, at any rate, an identificati-on with 
the views of Mapam. 

We shall be glad to hear from you what steps the Executive 
of the Confederation has taken, or is going to take in this 
matter. 

Yours faithfully, 

GENERAL ZIONISTS ORGANISATION IN ISRAEL 
P. Bernstein 

President 



-
The following extracts are taken from an 
article written by Mr. Isaac Grinbaum 
and published in the daily news-paper 
"AL HAMISHMAR"; No. 2174, of 11th. Sept­
ember 1950. *) 

---------... -~~---
" ... And at the present moment, when I am unable to find 
a place for myself in any of our parties, and when I lack 
both the strength and influence to organise a party of my 
own, as was demonstrated to me at the elections to the 
Knesset, I find no other path before me than this .•• " 

". ~. And all thanks to "Al ~amishmar'', which has agreed 
to serve as hostelry for my own private self. It is possible 
that other newspapers might also have agreed to this, yet 
I have selected "Al Hamishmar" because I have always had 
a "weakness" for the opposition which swims agains the 
strong main current; and because we have similar opinions 
with regard to the clerical danger and the need to struggle 
for the secularisation of our nation and our state. In 
addition to this, with regard to the question of neutrality 
between the East and the West I see grave danger in the 
excessive estrangement from the East and the increasing 
rapprochement with the West. Indeed thdse are fundament-
al issues at the present times, which must serve for 
determining the . lines of action as to many decisive questions 

b t • • ld " rever era 1ng 1n our wor ... 

*) The daily newspaper "AL HAMISHMAR" is the organ of 
MAPAM or Mifleget Poalim Meuhedet (United Labour 
Party~. The latter is the party lying farthest ~eft 
in Israel, with the exception of the Israel Communist 
Party, known as MAKI. 



Dr . Abba 11. Silver, 
The Temple, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

My doo.r Dr. Silver, 

octob er 25, 1950 

I was overjoyed with the resolution or statement a dopted last night 
by the lationa.l Bxecutive Committee of the z.o.A. I see in it -- 'l.nd I have so cabled 
to Israel -- a complete victory, if I may use the word, for you; also the hoped-for 
signal of your return to active leadership. And I have no doubt that this will be a 
red•letter day for the General Zionists and many other constructive forces in Israel. 

The good news reached me as I was preparing the following memo­
randum with regard to some of the subjects we touched upon when we met last Fridny.: 

There is no question -- and there is no use denving the faot -­
that Gmeral Zionism finds now very little spaoe in the Yiddish press, and for that 
matter in the .Anglo-Jaovvish press. /here only several years back there were t least 
a dozen writers in the Yiddish press who could be counted as General 7ionists and 
others sympathetio to Genera~ Zionism, there are now no more than two or three. At 
the same time the number of Yiddish writers expounding the cause of Labor ?ionism 
is constantly growing. Also, itts a rare occasion when we find a news item con­
cerning GE11eral Zionism in the Yiddish press. As for the newspapers themselves, 
The Forward is of course all•out for Labor 7ionism, while The Day and The .forning 
Journal can no longer be said to be exclusively or even largely pro.-<} eneral 1•00• 
Zionism. 

This is lamentable inde¥ • But as a result of ny o,vn observation 
and experience and of talks with a numb er of zqy coll ea.gues I can say that this is 
mostly the fault of the General Zionists. Nothing, absolutely nothing, has beEll done 
by them in recent years to keep in touch with the Yid ish press and with the ohe 
Yiddish newspaperman. And I have ground to believe that this is also true with regard 
to the Anglo-Jewish press. The result is this cooling off in relations. 

Of the other 7ionists groups, not only the Labor ?ionists, but even 
the religious elElllant keep i n constant touch with the Yid dish press. As far as I can 
remember there has been no meeting betv,een General , ionist leaders and the Yiddish 
press in months or maybe years. (The only exception recently was a press conference 
with Mr. Broudy. But that was merely to hear his request for a u.s. grant-in-aid to 
Israel.) But only in the course of the fen past weeks thore have taken place at least 
a half dozen press conferences with Labor 7ionists leaders, mostly with delegates 
from Israel. In this respect the religious elsnents have been trying to keep a•paoe. 
They too have had a number of press confer cea with their loo.d ers from here and from 
Israel . 

It is no exaggeration to say that hardly a day passes without the 
Yiddish newspapers carrying some story of theirs. But there is hardly a line from or 
about the General Zionist,. The oily story in month• about General Zionists waa 
printed the early part of this week -- the story about project materials sent by the 
z.o.A. to Israel. And this story had a highly revealing angle. It reported that whsi 
the two shipments reached Israel they were received there by Joseph Baratz as head 
of the Israeli Veterans Committee. As I was reading it, I was wondering whether we 
would find some day a story that a transport sent to Israel by the Labor ionists was 
taken over there by a General Zionist . 

Also, when the news came about the oabinet orisis in Israel, the 
Labor ioniata here rushed to the nenspapera with s·catementa. The izraohi and Hapoel 
Hamizraohi did likewiae. s for the General Zionists, luckily I had on hand a oopy 
of Haboker containing a statement by the General Zionist• of Israel concerning the need 



2 
for new Kneset elections, so I translated it and had it published. 

And while I am on the subject of the cabinet crisis, which evidently is being mnq,nl 
solved without elections, I wish to point out that while some of us hesitated -- and 
for good - ethical and tactical reasons -- to do anything here, the Labor Zionists 
evidently had no such scruples. They lost no time and have arranged a series of 
"enlightening" meetings from one end of the country to the other. Their first such 
meeting is taking place tonight in New York City and is to be addressed by Berl Locker, 
chairman of the Jewish Agency in Israel, and by Da,rid w ertheim, one of their latest 
d el egat es from Iara el. 

I could go on and on. But the fen facts cited here are, I believe, sufficient to -
explain why General Zionism has become almost the 11 forgotten man" in the Yiddish 
press. And you will admit, Dr. Silver, that the Yiddish press is still a potent factor 
in Jewish life here. 

The point that I want to make is that the General Zionists have more than one leaf 
to take from the books of the other Zionist groups -- those groups which only a short 
time back were the younger, inexperienced brothers, but who seem now to have overtaken 
the older brother. 

It was for that reason and purpose that I have undertaken the work for the General 
Zionists in Israel, but which can also be of importance to General Zionism here. 

Nzy- work, as I have discussed it with the General 7.ionist leaders in Israel, is to 
be undertaken in the following two first sto.ges: 

1. I am to furnish the G.Z. in Israel with inforrration about the work here, whioh 
I have been doing regularly now for several months; and also supply the press here 
as well as the various Zionist regions or districts with inforrration about the G.Z. 
in Israel, which I expect now to start receiving. 

2. To utilize the presence here of General Zionists from Israel ••i.e. men who come 
here of their ovm accord -- for press conf erences and where possible to address 
Zionist groups. Also, ~~me to bring here some of the outstanding General Zionists 
from Israel1 r ~rw'J ~ • 

This is an a1nbitious program. But it can be accomplished. And, what is more, it 
will do much to help revitalize the Z .o.A. here and will of course do much for the 
General Zionists in Israel. 

I hope, Dr. Silver, that you will give these renvl.rks the attention which I 
believe they merit, and will be most grateful to you for any comment. 

Respectfully yours 



SYMBOLS 

DL-Dayl.e,ter 

NL - Night Letter 

LC Deferred Coble 
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RABBIS 

James G.Helle Samuel Wohl 

Dr. bba Hillel Silver 
Congregation Tifereth Israel 
E. 105th St . e.~ sel Rd . 
Cleveland 6, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver : 

Nov nber 2 , 1<;50 

It was my pr·i.vi.lege to spend some time in Israel in recent onths . 
I conferred ui th tho Prir e i lini cter , the Cr air inn of the Jewish 

;e:'1cy, and representatives of the 'nosset anc t.he Cabinet , on the 
sub,i ect of o taining "E an esourccs or Israel 11 • 

The proposal t1at ... made ,rhich was avorabl received, is to create 
a {ind of 11 l end-l se" wh • c.1 would enable s -i lled • crco·mel in ev ry 
area. of activity to participate in vhe uil in - and clevelop1-rient of 
tie lan, . It is ev± ent that erican 11 w-how11 in · 1dlspensable 
and s01 ething nn.ist be do e now . 

. .- t the request of the le ders o Israel, I prepared an openin •, state­
i. cnt for their rther deliberation . I run sc- .din · a co . to you for 
yom .. comments . s.:.nce the statement has ~·one to Israel , I wo 1ld not 
lLre to ha.ve it publisl ed until it has been received ant1 aclmowled ,ed. 
I o_1n ca er to have yonr counsel on the plans and proposals . 

Hit.h indest personal regards. 



-- . . ... 

STATEMENT ON "THE IDJLISTllEiJT OF SKILLED HU11AN RESOURCES" 
Presented to the 

PRI}IB MINISTER OF ISRAEL and to the CHAIRYJ/u'J 
OF THE JEWISH AGENCY EXECUTIVE IN JERUSALEM 

by 
DR. SAMUEL WOHL, CilJCIHN.A.TI, OHIO, U. S. A. 

During my visit in Israel, I became aware or the indispensable need to ob­
tain skilled personnel in every area of h't.L--nan activity. ¥..any of the leading 
personalities of the country agree that it is essenti~l to have thousands of men 
and women come from the United States, Britain and other democratic lru1ds to serve 
and share in the responsibilities of building up the country by participating in 
the social, educational and economic development of tho country. 

I am convinced that Chuluziut is essential and nrust be furthered but, under 
the conditions w1~::.ch exist in the United States, or..ly :\. sr.w.11 nwnbcr will rcsoond 
to tho appeal to cast their lot completely nnd irrevocably with Israel. It is 
nccessnrr to deal uith this !)roblelll in a nost realistic no.nnor. The tens of 
thousands of Jews from tho United States r:1n.y cor.ic o.t n ln.tor do.to but not now. 
A great dcc..l ho.s to be done in propnrntion for such o. :~lovomont. In the 1,1oo.ntimc, 
we could enlist tho scrvicos of sovoro.l thov.sa.nd 1110n n.nd women for certain specif­
ic tasks in Israel for n limited time. 

Hon and women ho.d volunteered for tho fightinr, services. Now we must find 
such men n..t1d uonon to fi ght the prcsont wo.r of construction o.nd for pence 2.nd 
development of the country, in n.ccordo.ncc ,rith tho best intcrosts of Isr.1cl nnd 
the Jaws everywhere. It is in tho interest of the Jews of tho Dinsporn tho.t tho 
high level of cnlturo.l and economic development nnd tho now socinl patterns which 
ho.vc mn.de Isra.ol co.pr.blo of sto.nding up n.g['.inst such ovc.,rwholming difficul tics , 
shnll be continued, o.ccolor~tod end o)::po.nnec.l. 

Tho cho.llcnge now ~ to absorb not only physicnll r but spiri tun.lly tho 
hunc\rcds of thousands of now iiilIT'.igro.nts, ~nd to lift them to n. high sto.ndnrd of 
soci:11 Md cultural dovolopncmt. 

By o..11 r1cru1s, wo must soc to it tho.t tho ercnt socin.l experiments of tho 
kibbutz, mosha.v, coopera.tj_vos o.nd collectives shn.11 grow and prosper and be 
ndr,ptcd to cvcr-l:1rgcr sections of tho population. It seems to mo thnt there arc 
in the Uni tod Stn to s o..lono, thouso.nds of men and wor:1.rm who could be cnli stod o.nd 
whose services could be utilized to th~.t end. The problem is how to secure them. 
Hy rccornrnendr.tion is that we proceed in the following oonner: 

1. Tho Planning Cornnission tn Isro.cl sha.11 prcpnro n Ihlmnn Budget ~ uhnt it 
needs in ovcr-J fi ·Jld of nctivity: tco.chcrs, .. cchnnics, social workers, cng:;.nccrs , 
doctors, etc. 

2. We shnll then cr.11 o. No.tionnl Conference in tho United Sto..tes of key 
people in cor.umma.l o..ad profossiona.l life, n.nd a. selected nur.ibor of lenders to be 
invi tod by tho Prine 1-finisttJr nnd Cha.ir!."tnn of the Agency in Jcruso.lcm for o. ,or­
sonal confcroncc in Isr~cl • 

.3. We shn.11 then lcunch a canpnign for Humm Resources for Isro.cl. We 
::ihould ask cnndidntcs to enlist for two or throe ycnrs. 

4. Tho cnndidntcs sh~ll be chosen by their own professional, busincs~, 
economic n.nd labor bodies. 



5. These should be i.nvitcd by tho novcrnmcnt nnd tho Agenc~r of Isrc.ol ond 
they shall, in effect, represent their r ospoctivc cor.it11.U1i tics nnd nation,.l nsso­
cio.tions. 

6. Their respective comr:ru.nitics shc.11 nssuno fin:tncio.l oblig2.tiono tow:-i.rds 
the volunteers by po.ying tho diffcrcntic.l. This differential must not be n.:n 
obligntion upon Isr~ol. It is on osscntiQl link in tho plan to mnlco cot1t.!lu~it·e s 
conscious thc.t they nrc sh~ing, thnt the~, Qro participr1.ting, with tho lcncl.c:i."'S of 
Isra.ol, o.nd thnt tho ncn [tnd wor:on so chosen [tre in Isr".Gl bccnusc tho AmcricM 
coITIP.lUnity is oa.gor to hnvc them there. 

It sco:r.s to no thnt we w0uld be in o. position to secure by such a r,1cthod the 
best and no st tnlontod people in their rcspccti vc nroas of acti vi tics who wot~ld 
be, first, challenged by a. trcncmdous undertaking, oven when necessary in n!'ons 
of drmgcr a.nd ho.rdship n.nc1., second, strengthened b~r the knowledge th<'.t they would 
then rccei vo tho rrnoroba.tion and nD.rk of distinction b-:ith of Isro.cl nnd their r ~-..... 
spccti vo cor:rrruni tics. 

In the nntura.l now of events, n ccrt::i.in residue of those men o.nd wor.1cn will 
wnnt to csta.blish thonsclves pern .. wontly in Isro.cl. This would be a net go.in. 
Year by ycc..r, non o.nd ·wor.1on will be coni.ng to Israel, nnny of then will return to 
the United States Qnd they will bcconc t'h0 direct bearers of 1nows and views' f,)r 
the Anerican coinl:ittnity. They could then be organized on the Ancricnn scone for 
co:itinuous work needed in lt:1orictt for Israel. This "two-way pnssagc" would be 
rc::tl &nd not based on propo.gru:idu nlone but on o.ctur>.li tics, nnd in course of tine 
nay becor.io D. kind of professional distinction for nny person to ha.vo served in 
Israel. 

The idea of rnking tho l· cnl corn:ru.ni tics responsible for ::t portion of tho 
financing is cssontinl in ')rdcr to n.-iko the Anoricnn con.r.runi tJr feel that it is 
not ncrcly giving nonoy but certainly a.dding to the service of Israel. The ncthod 
of finnncine n.".y hnvc to be uorkcd out. For inst~co, it r.ny be posstblc that o. 
percentage of UJA funds r.,D.y be placed n.t tho dispos.tl of the Ht ··,.n11 Rcsourcc3 
Co.npaign, thoroby li lking the UJA with tho effort of s~curing the hun.n.n rcs0-.1rccsf, 
It would ccrto.ii1ly raise tho level )f the UJA car.!pn.i~1 if it were possible to s:-icnk 
to the Anoric~ conntmi ty o.nd no.kr. then nwo.re tha.t th0usnnds of Ar.10rican skilleJ 
persr;nncl :,:re sh.~irig in o. responsible wn.y in the upbuil<ling ':> f the country. Thero 
is dofinitclj' n. linlc ;)otuccn this idcn and tho 1' . bj_lizntion of Hur.1.1.r1 Resources for 
Isro.cl with "Point Four" of President Trtl!'l..'1.11 1 s plan, nnd Israel UJnld thon bocon0 
the pilot project for devclop:--icnt in other arcns. Instead of obtaining fron the 
/1r.:oricn.n Govorn::10nt M exceedingly lir~i tcd group of specinl5.sts, we would thon bo 
in D. position to supploncnt this aid of tho Ancricnn Govcrnncmt with the sorv5cc 
of thousnnds of ;·~on m1d u o:.1 ,n fron tho Uni tod Stntos uho will pln.cc their 111mow­
how" nt the service ,1f Isr~cl. 

Fror.1 ~ pc.triotic lu~cricc~ point of vie .,, these non and won n would n0t only 
serve Isrncl c..nc1 tho Jowish connunity cvorywhcro but also give considornblc 2.id 
a.nd be responsible fc ... r the csto.bllshnont of n Fcrtrcss of Dcnocr,1cy in th: Ncnr 
En.st and thus inc. rcc.listic Pc.nnor preserve tho pen.cc o..nd increase frirn1dship 
"'"'Jnng tho neighbors. It is, therefore, . ., f ren.l sibrnificci.ncc thn.t this be done, 
done si.,c~('<;; f.'l.'1 ly :.rr1 1.n.th i:lll t},0 kn0,,1J.0rl1:;c nnd ~kill ".t our conr.:n.nd. 

October 10, 1950 
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Nov. 3,19~0 

Dr. Abba H. Silver, 
The Temple, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

My dear Dr. Silver. 
• I had hoped to have by now your tinal 

decision as to whether or not you tind it teaaible to send 
the telegraphic message that the General Zionists ot Israel 
have asked tor. But, unfortunately, I did not get it yet. 

Our friends there are waiting tor an 
answer trom me, one way or the other. But I can't tell 
them aiurthing before I hear trom you. Will you, therefore, 
be good enough to inform me about your decision as soon aa 
possible. 

Reapeot~a 

M. Rivlin 



COPY 

Gffl:mAL ZIONISTS ORGANIZATION Ilf ISRAEL 

TEL-AVT!l 
33., King George Street 
Phone• 30 31., 45 33 

3rd November, 1950 

The Zionist Organization of America, 
41 a.at 42nd street, 
NEM' York, ll.Y. 

Gentlemen, 
e beg to advise you that we have DBde arrangements with 

Mr. WSHE RIVLIN of the Jewish Morning Journal, Nsw York, to represent 
ua and to act as Public Relations Offioer for the rurpoae of obtaining 
and oonv eying infor?Mtion which nay help 1~1 in bringing to both the 
Israel and Amerioan population• the General Zionist effort& and point 
of view in the upbuilding of the State of I•rael. 

e are writing this letter to you to request you to extend to 
Mr. Rivlin evgry possible assistance and guidance in hi• mission. 

Thanking you for your kind attention, we renain, with all good wishes. 

(aignoo) 

Copy to: Mr. M. Rivlin, 
3916 Laurel Avenue, 
Brooklyn, N.Y. 

Your• very truly, 

General Zioni1ts Organization In Iarael 

P • Bernat ein 
Pre1id ent 

H. Levanon 
Gan. S eor etary 
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GE1rmAL ZIONISTS ORGANIZATION IN ISRAEL 

Tel-Aviv 
33, King George Street 

Dr . Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

My dear Dr . Silver: 

November 6, 1950 

It was an ~greeable surprise when re received the news of the resolution 
adopted by the National Executive Committee of the z.o.A. in which sympathy 
with our party and our work is expressed in so encouraging terms . Although 
I felt , when the guest of the Z.O.A., that we had many friends over there , 
I did not dare to hope that so comp:i. ct an expression of ~ood 1irill towards 
our party on the part of the governing body of the z.o.A. would be a near 
possibility. No doubt your personal initiative was largely responsible for 
the good result . We are very grateful for it and see it as a signal of 
your long hoped for return to act·ve leadership. 

The resoluti on has made here in Tsrael a deep impression and was for us 
Qf>neral Zionists, ranks and leaders alike, who are just now engaged in an 
all- out campaign for the municipal elections, a source of strength and in­
spiration. I am confident that the outcome of these elections will justify 
the stand taken by the Z. O.A. in favour of our party and I am looking for­
ward to an even closer collaboration , with the z.o.A. in general , and with 
you in particular. rt might greatly aid us in bringing about those changes 
in Israel without which the prospects of our state would remain as gloomy 
as they are at present . And ie are all convincea that its future can be 
assured and bright. 

With kind personal regards , 

Cordially yours , 

, 

P. Bernstein 
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Mr. • Rivlin 
3916 Laurel Anme 
Brookl1 rn 2u, Na York 

dear • vllns 

llovamber 7, 1950 

I • aorry that I delayed rep~ to your kind letter. I 
have been~ from the city and have just returned. 

I have giwn thought to t.be· request or o a in Im-ael 
that •nd t .:,u.,t~ on --.-cipal aleo-
tions. I bo • uld wr..n•r-• ldgbt haw 
reeults quite th opposite A-an wh not)8(1 or. I do not 
bellaw thut 1 t is adviub~ COUJl1ziJ' to 
1njeot thal• in 1-c -~,r.~r- • Thia 
111gt1' be n•n-r~ n gh 

position on General 7.ionia and rq attitude tonrda tba 
11on1• r.ll•J1m are wll known. It•• •de espeo.1AJ1;, clear 
1n the declaration which was raoently adopted by the Z1am st. 
O-ganiation or Jmarioa, • decl.axation which I 1nt.roduoed 
arxl which was giwn wict.spread publ1c1ty. ()J.r triend• 1n Is­
rael are tree to make whatever u• they w1 or this piblic 
doclESnte 

, th all good w1 s, I rwe, n 

ost cordially yours, 

ABBA. m:r SI 
Hiter 

, 



TEL-AVIV 

,Ni-a,.,::l c.,.,,,~n c.,:,,.,:rn :i,,,:icn 
GENERAL ZIONISTS ORGANIZATION IN ISRAEL 

33, KING GIORGI STREIT 
PHONES 3031, -4533 

J'JN·'Jn 
n ' l,l'l 1'JDi1 ~1n, 

3031 ,.,4533 l19'J~ 

In reply please quote 

No. 5463/50 - - -
the rov . 29 . 1950 

Dr.Abba Hillel Silver, 
The Temple East 105th Str. 
at Ansel Road 
Cleveland Ohio. 

Dear Dr. Silver, 

....... □ 1' 

r ceipt of 
I truce pleasure in ac"' o rvl a.g,· et£ t e 

our fcvour at d O tober 26 . 

The z. • .A. rt;; ('Io ution 0- Oc ober 24 s 

r." iV y u full publicit ru: d .,., elieve this \"'. ... in 
0 

V 

I 

oHc~lmi no small 1 ea~t..r r spo i11e 'r our victo1~y 
I 

of .Jovl;m er 14. 
closed cli Tii s of our Ade . 

.;; 

dealing with the Z.O. A. stat ment which were published in 

" Haboker " and " Haaretz " of November 10. and in " ,Yedioth 

Achronoth" of November 12. ~ 

Very truly yours 

General Zionists Organization in Israel 

·~')/~ 

I.Vinograd, ~ irector 

Contacts Comittee for Foreign and Zionist 

Movement Affairs 
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.= ',i : i i'!j,"'"17:N: .:,,:,,~:, r,pi:r,: r,,:11tQ/'M 
;p c,,p: ri ;;:,:, .,,,.,,,~:, i,~ik, :i, pc ,;, :,ir,r: ,r rn~',n:, .2 

m:~:r.:, ,w :,rm:, : ,~ t1= :,pt,~:, :, c,,~, :,:,c:,, .ri:r. .~,~= '",~ .,,,,,r., ,,,: ...,,.,, x:, 
,~ ri=,n,r.:, cri,n,,r, .MN ri, ,: l"T'"I ~= r,s;:,i' it ra~1m:i .i 
,:,r.:, r,~',~t: - ~ .. ,,;:,:, c,:,,i:, ri,,,ric:, cs; :,i,,ir.M .,,,,:r 

.,ac,~,: 
: m,,nm, ncm~ C'~~P 1'm, 

nr, ir.M .,., "J ri,,,ric:, ,~ "%'"\MM ,v,cri ,p,; ',w 

1950 ,,:, r,, r, 24·: ,,, .. = ;r,:, -~ .,,,, "'"Si r:~,:, 

•:2n, ',::,:i ny::, n,,mn~n 23·;, '.li,in 0,:m;,'1 n,3::,;i;: 031 ::ivmnn::i 
,"ilv',~N 'Ji'i 11,,,nc;,,, ,w "'~nx;, i,y,c;, ,,n,,:i ,:ivm ,c;,~;, 

: :ll~i'l ?371 1'1'111lj;.1'1Vi1 ;:g ,MJi1 lll71 ,,;l 
,,~y', ,,n,::i U'?Y n~,w ,nuPin '.l'.lY:l ;n ,,~n ,::iw~ r,yw:i ... ,, 
nn)swn ,nn,:,~c ,n'.l1'lil mmnn ?tv M'i1'1V ;::, ;;w',n;, 1ll ,~w~n .,, 
C"11il'i1 cnn:i ,r::,,~;, n,:,:, nn,~y:i imnu ',::, c,1~1 .:i,~;, n~w, 
,,y ,,Nwl itvN ,n1'v.l>'il m:i,m, 'nv ',yiD', cmci,n, 'tUN1 ,,w:,~::), 
m,,~, vTl n~,,l c,w~ ,::2 tv ,n'.l,,Jil r,,.3:,n;, ',tu c',tuiii ac,~;, ;,,,,~., 

.n,,r,y;, ,ac,tu' 

citurJ C'.liinNn C":11,:iivn ,iv ',tMtv'::l ,n',tv~~;, ,:nm:i ,:i l'M 
c.11,w::,:i N,~ ,,~N u', 'IV' .,N,tv' m,,~ ',tu ;,n,::2,1,, en,:,, n,,n, i1:J'0 
il?N:: Cl'1::l?V~ ,n,',:i,p~ 1'11'1~l~?1D 1'11~'tu::l ,,nEJ', ,.,M,tu' ':Jtvin ',v, 
,,:i i1 ', i ~tv N ,;,, ivi~, ',::,:i 1'1'M1::)i1i r,,;r.,,u 1TY!l1n CllilU 
n Ji" ;,", i'J ,w i1i'Ji i' n,:i.,tun nK win?J l"lD?Ji W'" i?J 
r.,~::2 ny!J, n n, ·::2, n, il n,nmv ,;,jirn r :, , i'J nl 'iEJ~ - r,,,,:, 
.,, N'1'N? mDU:l:> ni,~li , n,::ir,:iv 1'::l :l.'J' c,,l lVr.ltv? ,,::,:n l'lviCl'l 

.m,iu m'l 
, ~acr., ,,~r, ,w 1.) ,n,, c,,::, iv,,, n';,M 1'1i::l'0r.l:l ,:, ,C'l'~Mr., UM 
nyunn r, y',n', ,,::,::2 ,"c"',',:> C'.lPJ,, nmipy ',y 0O,:i~n win, ,,,l 
,,:i.y ;,y, niitv', nri,,:,, Ni',~ nae n, ,,Tnn,, nvrn? , ,n::,un il:JJ1l1l 
,:, 1:>', ,C'~''"~ UN .nm - il?il:i r,,,o,r., n,l'i1l~,, ilt~ - ?K1tv' 
.c,wn ':in, ,::i:i "r,,;;::i;, nm''.llii,, nN vrn, u,, ',N', i'tVN ;~ nN nwyl 
-,:,,J;, ·;,,,,,l Tl~ 1,~,, n,y,:iw:i, piD'C:l C'l'"J~ ilN 
•,~itv'::l c· .. ,,,:,;, O'Ji'Ji1 11,,,nc;,. ,w ;in,:, r,,,y rue, 
;,,,nN 'On" ill"IN c 'ji? 7'tvi'Jli ,C'liinNil C'tvin:i ,,n':l 
rue N?~n N'i1 ,:, mvn ,,n~, ,c,!)n,'tV~ c,,ac,,,ac c,,,v cw, C":l1'1i' 
"ltv n'li~i;,n, r,!)r,,iv~n cn,,::2y, c:i,1,, ,;,',iil r:,,~·m,~~, ni'v:Jn 

,C"::l't,j:'11~Cl1j:'i1 n,iic,;, ?l 
~1ll'IJJ ,;N,tv'::l C"',',::,;, C'l,'Ji1 m,,w:i C'Y'l:'::lil ',31 ,,r.,r, uiyt,lil 
n,i,ac ',y ~tvDn~n l1',s - "1'l':1'01li,1,,;, m,D~n ,w nn,'J' '"Y 
C"~tu1il C'Yl~il r,uc, ni,jil1l iiviJil ';,::, l'N, ,w,,, pirr.,, ni,nM 
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11'l'11 'ltl1 ,ac nn,r.,y nae ;,p,ir.,ac:i r,,3,,in nri,ncm, 
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rr. '>'l'lffl ,i;mm n, ',yilln 1ii:J ;,t,',nnn 

... -,I, "Vti"A Mlt)i1 nn:i,nn 
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;,;:., c,i, ;,,,,:i n,~~ nt,v.l K'n .,ac,w,:i r,,',',:m 
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iJl '~T1J1 l1?!J', cil ituN "''::l Cili,e,,;, l?!iil c::itu .,, 

t t 1niy 7N ,nn, ,mac 

n ,,non nN prn 
n1rn nN 71:llil 
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.Mi'"'i0,C J"l"l'l'%M J"li-iir,cM:, 
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.~i~: ',N-,W'I .r,,.,,r:, ',t,:,: :,-.,,.,¥:, 
'" ri=,n,r::, c:i,:i,m r.N n,,,: :,,,,~ :iv:,1, ,r :i=,ri:i .s 
,:,-,r.:, ri:,£,0 - ~.,.,,,,:, c,,~.,:a::, :i,i,r,c,:, cp :,;,.,,ck .,:,-.:r 

.',Mi~: 
: ;,~'m;,n MCU~ C"l7tlj;, 11m, 

,-,i,41"\QM ,,,-.x .riiiir,c,:, ',r, "~"I.NM ',pi!,M "'ft,i', ',~ 

1950 1"\:ilOj,iN', 24•: ,:,,c, ',',:, N:N "l""'f ""V ~:,:, 
,:an, ,:,::i ny::> 11,,mnr.,;, 2r,, ~Jl'li1 oil.l1i?? nu:m;: cs, :ivnnn:i 

,"i1P'"l'-lM 'l,,:it n,,,no;,.. ,111 •,1,Nil ,~mm ,~1,,::i ,:ipm ,a,iy;, 
: :n~n ',y.ii 1'm!J;;,ttm ',31 ,N::in ny, .,,r,1 

··m~s, ,,n,:::i U"?i m~,w ,nu,.,1;, 'l"lYJ ;n ,,~n "l:J'IV1l r,y'IV::J ... ,, 

i'U"ll1S'iH1 ,iln1:>1.l0 ,li'l 'lil ;,smn;, ?'IV N'iHU ',:::, ;;,z,,',n;, 1ll ,-0,z,,r.3;, ,, 

a,,,,,,.,;, C"nJ 'T:>"l1Jil n,:::,:::, i1I111JY:l K1illV ',:::, c,,m1 .:J,C),1 i'1t:lWi 

,,31 ,,KTll.l "lWK ,l'l,.,j;,l5lit r, ::iinn ?IV ',31,::,', Cl1N:tin, 'lVN'1 1''1V:J1.l::li 

m,,~, ;;,rJ M'-l'1l ciwrJ ,::2 w, ,n,J,'lil n"J:,n;i ,w c',w;;, K'mn i1'1?7J? 
.;,1,r,y';,i ';,N11Z.'' 

Dnm D'J1"lnKi1 0"")11::J!Vil ,w ?l'(1lll'J 'l'l?!V~~il "l:Jtv~:i ,:i l'K 
Cli,w:::,:i K1m ,,~N· ti? V}'I .,~nW" Ml'17' ?'It' iln1J'l"? on,:i ;n,n, il:l"C 

n,iit:) c,,:1w~ ,m,:i,vrJ zi1,,t:n~,,::i n,~,w::i ,,n!J', ,,K.,"V" "::ittm, ,w 
,"l:JW~il ',t,z., iy:J~'!t' N?K .;,,~ivi~, ',:::,:i n'n"l:::>iii l1'?7Ji1l it'!J~m, Cl.tit;' 

r,,J,"! ill 7£:Ji'J ,w ;"li'J1'i' n,::i,wn n~ rvin?J l'l£:J1.li tu'l 1i'J 
;;,~::i n:;£:>wn n,>i':i, n,,,,. i1'ilnv; ,;,prn T:, , i'J nl i:Ji'J - n''i'i:> 
-,,,x,,,K, rmml:> m,~y~, m1i:Ji, r:i :l''.':l' c,u tv1JtV? ,,:,:n n.:,so~ 

.m1lU n,,l 

Y~K~ 1'1.ln ,wN~ ,m, c,,::, w,,, il'n< 1"1iJ"C~::l ,:, :c'J'7JK1.l UK 

mmnn nK r,n, ,,:::,:i ,"c,,,,::, C'JPJ,, .nu,iv!J ',!J oo,:i~;, w,m ,,,1 
,,:iy ;,y, m,iv, nn,,::,, Ki?1J nK ;,', ,,mn,, nvrn, ,,n:m;, n:::11~73 

,:, 7:,', ,C'U'?ni'J UK .. ,ti'J - il',u:i l'l'101i'J l"nl'n.l1J,, i1r1.l - ?lC"lTll" 
J:J;,y;, ,:in, ,::,:2 .,r,,',',::,;J rm,,1;;,~ nN ;;,rn', u,, ?N? "ltvN ';,::, nae ;u,,1 

-1:J"lil i1711'l llN 111,, n,y.,::iw:i, j:)1:J'C:l C'l'"!i'J UN 
•',N'it'"::l C""1ii:>i1 C'J1'!;"1 n,,,no;,,, 1W ;in,:, ll'?Y Z,K, 
:,,,nN 'OM' :,r,~ C"'i''i 1"tt'i'JJ1 ,C"l11MN;"l C"tvin:i ,,n,:i 
rue ~'mn 1'C'il ":> m;;,n ,,nm ,c,5'mttm C"?K'1'lC o,,,;, cv, c,:i,,p 
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TO OUR READERS 

We wish our readers a very Happy New Year, a year free from hatred and strife and from 
the soourge and tragedy of war. 

With this issue the Jewish Newsletter enters the fourth year of its existenoe and, as in 
previous years, we utilize the oooasion to report to our readers ·on the pa.st and to tell them 
of our future plans. When the Jewish Newsletter was started, the Jewish world was in the midst 
of a .ferment and upheaval whioh preceded the establishment of Israel. To many Jews that event 
was not only a signifioa.nt historic and humani ta.ria.n aohievement whioh provided refuge for seve­
ral hundred thousand Jews made homeless by the seoond World War and Nazi perseoution, but it was 
also the realization ot a na.tionalistio-religious Messianic prophecy ot the redemption of all 
Jews the world over from their plaoes of •exile" wherever they were, as was preaohed by the 
leading Jewish nationaliatio party and ideology for the last two generations. While recognizing 
the humanitarian aohiewments of the Zionist settlement in Palestine and Israel, the Jewish 
Newsletter was from its wry inoepbion opposed to the redemption theory in any form• religious 
or nationalistio. We held tha.t Jews in free demooratio countries were not in exile and needed 
no redemption or deliveranceJ nor did they want another home except the one in which they were 
born, or which they had adopted by free choice. We have fought the theory adve.noed by anti­
Semites and supported by the nationalists, tiut.t Jews cannot beo0100 an integral part of tho life, 
culture and ootmtries where they live and that they must always remain separate and distinct 
from others in interests, hopes and aspirations. The Jewish Newsletter also resisted strenu -
ously the totalitartan tendencies, methods, teohniques of propaganda, control of publio opinion 
and suppression of all opposition, criticism and non-conformist opinion, which have beoore the 
fashion of the age and have been creeping in also into Jewish life with the rise of nationalism. 

These clashes in fundamental principles have brought us into e.n open conflict with the 
dominating nationalistic ideology in Jewish life at present. Our roe.d during the last three 
years was a diffioult one--the usual road or an unpopular minority opposing a majority whioh 
r elt partioularly self-righteous and justified by history beoause of a.n apparent political suo­
cess. But the faot that the Jewish Ne'WBletter, without any organization behind it, without 
social or fillanoial baoking of a.ny kind, is now enteriiig its fourth year of existence, is strik­
ing proof that the !Essianio psychosis and the totalitarian tendencies are not as widespread a­
mong Amerioan Jews as some would have us believe. The Jewish Newsletter could not have re~in­
ed in existence if it did not fill a certain want and dld not satisfy a definite longing or 
thousands of Jewish people for individual non-party thinking on Jewish problems in the midst of 
an age of general thought-control and standardization. These people are not organized and be­
cause of that• are socially ignored, but they are a foroe in Jewish life in .AmBrioa. They ere 
keeping many non-coni'onniat movements going and they have also kept the Jewish Newsletter in 
existence. They a.re our hope in the midst or the rising tide of political and payohologioal 
totalita.rianiamo 

rt ia to these people aad readers that we now report that • propose to go on with our 
work during the Hew Yea.r u we did in the pe.st years despite the difficulties. To them too, we 
appeal again for a continuation ot the aid-moral and finanoia.1--the.t they have given ua until 
now. The Jewish Newsletter ia not a business euterpriae. We do not accept oommeroial advert­
iaemeuta nor aubeidiea trom any party, group or aooial movement. We depend only on our readers 
am triende who h&ve faith in the value ot tree, independent thinking in an age of party oliobe1 



alld organized propaganda. We appeal to these people to subscribe to the Jewish Newsletter 
themselves, or to send us gift subscriptions tor friends• for key-people in Je?dsh sooia.1 in­
atitutions, for Jewish centers, Hillel Foundations, oollege, university and publio libraries 
and other institutions of' learning and education llhere independenoe or thought a.nd freedom ot 
expression are needed most. 

Inserted in this issue is a separate form on which we ask you to send us your own sub­
soription ( if you have not already subscribed) and git't subscriptions and names and addresses 
of' prospeotive subsoribers to Whom we shall send tree introduotory copies. Only in this way will 
you enable us to continue with our efforts in behalf or the integrity and freedom or Je'Wish 
thought• THE ED IT ORS 

Jewish Newsletter 
llDX IN REVIEW 

A Set-Back for Israel in the UN: The outstanding diploma.tic event or the fifth session of the 
United Nations Genera! Asseni>fy whioh closed last week, was the postponement of a decision and 
even of' a discussion on the question of the internationalization or Jerusalem. This is definit­
ly a diaappoiutment and aet-baok for Israel. For, awing partly to the over-9or.fidenoe and too 
88.llgUiD& expeota.tiona of the Israeli UN delegation itself, the opinion prevailed the.t the Jeru­
salem isBUe would be disposed of a.t the last session of the Assembly and that the disposition 
110uld be a oompromiae in favor of Israel. or all the oomplioated problems facing Israel• the 
internationalization of Jerusalem is probably the simplest and lee.st diffioult to solve. It has 
none of the doubta and unoertainties whioh oon.front one in most other problems of the new state. 
The entire demoeratio world is almost unanimous in its agreement that the deo1sion of the Ass­
sly of last year to internationalize the entire oity was unjust. impraotioa.l and unrealizable. 
Above a.11. thia is the only question on which there is an agreement between Isrflelis and some A­
rabs. Jordan• the only Arab state directly concerned with Jerusalem. agrees with Isreel a.bout 
the impossibility or implementing the UN decision on internationalization. It V1-as therefore 
reasonable to expect that at least this one issue of the mB:ny grievous ones facing the Middle 
East, would be settled. These hopes -were enhanoed by the tact that Sweden had introduced a oom­
promise proposal for the UN control of the Holy Plaoes which was knovm to have had the support 
of Israel• Jordan• the United states, United Kingdom and of most demooratio member states of the 
UN. But at the last ~nt these hopes were disappointed. The Ara.b-Catholio Bloc whioh insists 
on the mr deoision of la.at year for a complete internationalization of Jen:.saleLl• managed to S)t 
enough support to ma.lee it impossible for the Swedish compromise to obtain the needed two-thirds 
majority in the .A.saembly, a.nd Sweden, rather than have the proposal defeated, withdrew it at the 
last moD:»nt. Thus, the diplomatio situation has not ohanged in the least in the Middle East. It 
remains a.a oomplioated• confused, unoertain and apparently insoluble as before. Israel cannot 
be blamed for this, of course. The underlying reason lies with the international crisis in Kor­
ea and China. But it must be noted the.t for the seoond time in fifteen months Israeli diplomacy 
has Dd.aoaloulated and has under-estimated the power of the Arab opposition and, thus, at least 

• pa.rt of the intensity of the present diaappointment is due to the over-sB.llguine attitude of the 
Israelis. • • • 
Partial Equalitf tor Jewish Womens The Sooiety for the Advancement of Judaism, a Conserve.ti ve 
Jewish oongrega: ion whioh l'avors the introduction of' some reforms into anoient Orthodox Jewish 
religious praotioe•• has deoided to abolish aoioo discriminations against women imposed by Ortho• 
dox religioua law. UDier the leadership ot Rabbi Yordeoai Kaplan, one ot tm most progressive 
aDi oourageoua Aarioe.n Ra.'bbia, the oongregation deoided unanimously to inolude women in the 
traditional quorum ot ten required for the oonduot of a group religious sen-ioe. Hitherto no 
Jewish WOJDaZl we.a permitted thia pri-vilege 1n a.n Orthodox synagogue. She oould join in prayer as 
an outaider (segregated from men behind a partition or on a. balooey) but she oould not offioially 
partioipa.te in the aenioe. The deoiaion does not mean that Orthodox o.ongregations will follow 
the innoTa.tion or even reoogni&e the right of others to do so. Rabbi Kaplan was exoomrnunioated 
by the Orthodox Rabbia five years ago on the oooaaion of the publioation of hie revised Prayer 
Book whioh waa publioly burned in Bew York City by order ot the Orthodox Rabbinate. 
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Four conferences have been held and have passed into hiatorys A Jeruaala Cont'erenoe 
of American J ewi.sh leaders at whioh announcemeut was made o£ a billion and e. halt dollar need 
for the development of Israel: a National Planning Conterenoe in Washington to bring this pro­
posal to American Jews; a meeting of the Counoil of Federations and Welfare Funds; and• tinal­
ly, a meeting in prepe.re.tion of the United Jewish Appeal tor 1951. ill ot them ct.alt with one 
subjeot exclusively or primarilys the desperate eoonomio orisia in Israel and what Jli.ght reas­
onably be done t9 solve it. However• at none of these conterenoea was there anything more than 
a now standardized expression of the fund-raising publioity techniques s trotting out dieting• 
uished personalities, a rhetorio of appeal and tre.gedy-depiotion. and high sounding resolutiona 
in favor of virtue and against vice. At none of them was there a serious presentation or full 
discussion of the genuine problems. of the alternative methods, ot the prospects, and ot a 
planned approach to a solution of the grave problems. 

It has remained for two well-knovm, independent and honest Jewish journalilta to state 
the problem clearly and aoourately and to marehall taats inste~ ot propaganda which revea.l ti. 
truth about the crisis in Israel. Bal Lerman, in an article in the December Colllnent;;f entitl­
ed 8 A Billion Dollars for Israel" attempts oarefully and without hurting aeybody'• leeings, to 
do what all the extensive and expensive and even garish oonterenoee have tailed to do. Be re­
views the real economio oauses of the orieis in Israel and appraises eoberly its nature and 
what oould be done to relieve it. Pointing out the need for •objective analysis rather than 
p.u-e sentiment•" Lerman brings out the point that throughout all the conferenoes • appeal• and 
slogans, the impression was often conveyed that the billion dollar oall hiDges al.JDo.t, it not 
entirely, on the needs of prospective imnigra.tion of 600.000 additional Jews to Ian.el. But 
this conclusion and emphasis, he sqs, is generally inexact. Israel'• tinanoial oondition, 
quite apart from new immigrants, is desperate enough for emergency measures. •The real oriai••• 
the article points out, "is one not of immigrant ex~nditure but of foreign exobange- hard 
currency to meet the requirements not merely of immigrants 'but of the entire country and whole 
population. This is a oold and intrioate problem which lacks the simplioity and resounding o­
-vertones of rescue, survival and global oaloulations. It is the true problem.• Quite apart 
from the inmigration and resettlement needs• therefore, the author points out that "without a 
rapid acoeleration of productivity. Israel's :urrenoy and eoonomy will topple.• The author ot­
ters a theory that "this failure to concentrate on purely eoonomio developnent ie due to the un­
controllable preferences of well-meaning organizations to raise money abroad," and implies that 
the eoonomio position ot Israel would be much sounder if the new state depended less on easy 
philanthropy flowing in from abroad and "increased its earnings by ampler and more ettioient 
production from her own farms am taotoriee.• 

Lerman writes in Bew York where even the non-Zionist press is hampered and muted by an 
ittri.aible Zionist oensorship and where eTen honest and independent journalists oan only hint at 
the truth without saying it openly. Robert Welt1oh, torar editor ot the liberal Zionist Berl­
in •RWJdeohau• ~ now Iaruli oorrespo.-Dt 11Ting in Lc:md.on, writes on the eamt aubjeot in 
the London Jewiah Chroniole where he oan be and 1• more ezplioit and outspoken. ID ui artiole 
entitled *lffer the Washington Confer•••• (Jiff. lOtb), Welt1oh write• frankly am witbout 1:n.­
hibitionaa 

11!be present eooncad.o dittioulti•• haw been freq•Dtl7 explained aa the renlt of the 
large 1-dgration. ot the •1ngat:i.rbg ot the enl••• • tor whioh th& whole ot J"1r'f 
am not only Iarul•• J ... ahow.4 ~ ta. bwda. Thi• 1• undoubtedly trm. but the 
argU1111nt obaouree the real i••u•• It 1• ~nae tbat the ab1orption ot aeveral h\mdrede 
ot thousand• ot 1■m1gn.nt•• moat ot wbo1ll had not tbe 111ghteat notion of the oountry ot 
their destiJJJ and are ocmpletel1 unprepared tor lite and work in Israel, 1• a tond.d­
able task whioh demand.a a a peoial ettort-not only- tinanoially, but peyobologioall7 aD4 
aooiall7 as well. But as the Teteran Zionist pioneer am writer, Moshe Sldlanaki. bu 
pointed out in a noent artiol• in Ba&Nt1 • the maber ot inhabitant, of Ian.el baa not 
inoreaaed but leasened ainoe the totiildkt,:on of the state. SeTeu hundnd tboQaand 



(Arabs) have lef't, he says, and only .001 000 (Jewe) have arrived ••• Quite apart from 
the immigration issue, therefore, Israel stands in need of an economio policy whioh 
would remove detioiencies, and ot the s inoere advice of genuine friends who possess 
experience and expert knowledge. Surprisingly enough,the f'aots of' the situation escap­
ed the no'bioe ot the Israeli Population during the first two years of the state• a exist­
ence, until the rationing of textiles oa!ilSed an unplea.sa.nt awakening and almost a pan­
ic. But even then, moat people a.ooused individua.la. or parties, or the Govermnerxt, 
rather than fa.oe the inescapable truth. • • Tbe eoonomio implications were not felt in 
the first two years because Iara.el took over from the 118.ndatory regime a oountry which 
was well-stooked with all goods required tor a Western standard of lif'e; furthermore, 
ai'ter the flight of the Arab population, enormous quantities of goods of all kinds--
as well a.a houses and whole villages-.were taken over by Jews and helped to replenish 
the larder. The first waves ot immigrant• troa the DP oampa in Genr.a.ny also brought 
oonsidera.ble o apital with them. T1-n, of course, there were sums provided by the OJA, 
the t100,ooo,ooo loan from the u.s. Import-Export B&Jlk, and the sterling releases. All 
this was su.ffioien:t to supply the state during the first two yea.rs ••• Diaspora Jewry 
may still have to play a.n important role tor Israel by helping to pave the way for eoo­
nomio sanity. This oannot be done by "oonterenoea.• 

How aoh JDOre truth, taat1 and honesty ot •T&luation. is pa.oked into these two articles 
by independent journalists than in all the hollow prepared propaganda speeches of the leaders 
of .AJDeri oan Jentry• 

Wbat Others Say 

THEOCRACY m ISRAEL: Robert Alberg, writing in the Boston Jewish Advocate(November 23) says: 
"The rule ot theocracy in Isre.el will tend to have a least three results in Jewish lite 

in America, all bad trom the point ot view ot those who want to retain a vital Jewish 
comm.mi ty here. Those who have been helping to build up Israel will say, "'nlie is not 
the kind ot thing that I thought I wae working tor or that I would like to continue 
working tor.,. '!\lose who have been seeking a way ot lite in J\ldaism trom among the var­
ious philosophies abroad today will aay, •It Judaism has something inherent in it which 
can lead to this, Itm afraid it is not what I have been looking tor.• Both such groups 
will :find less to hold them in the Jewish told and will assimilate. 

•Thirdly, those Christiana who would break down the separation o:f church and state here 
will have a ready answer to our pleas tor its retention, nBmely, rtwhat are you Jews com­
plaining about? You would do the same thing yourselves it you were in the majority. See 
what yourve done in Israel.N 

''It would seem that itts about time that some voices were raised here in detense ot prin­
ciples and r..ow is Just ae good a time to do 1 t ae any time. That 1 t to say, no time is 
ttgood~ to deal with such a sorry atate, but it is indeed a mess and the sooner it is 
tackled the better." 

ISRAELI BOND SALE I Allon Lesser in Cross-Seotion1 U .S.A (Deoember 21) says 1 

"The bond sale are being speeded for April drive under Henry Montor•a direotion. Planned 
strategy is to work through organizations to reach individual members, stimulating sales by 
obapter competitions, nbond-a.-month" pledges, and other "stunts." Shudderingly ignored is pro­
blem presented by U.S. war bond drive scheduled for :Maroh or AprilJ W.1 delegates who tried to 
bring it up were quickly hushed". 

• • • 
Revival of I:mmision f'rom German_ya In responae to appeals of ma.ey Jewish DPI who are still 
ln German;y and to leave tor Israel, the Jewiah Agenoy has deoided to renew 1Jllnigra.tion 
whioh was suspended in September. The International Relief Orgt.niza.tion ( lllO) will provide the 
tunds to cover tram portationJ the Joint Distribution Comnittee will organize the immigration 
and the Israeli Consulate in O.rma.ny will provide the visas• 

attempt, to be completely l11depHdelf. To 1afe1Hrd t•l• l•dependence, we do ••t accept a•r c••••rclal aclnrt1t•• 
mHft, or 111bsfdfea from polftfcal or socfal or9a11f1affoH. We depend entirety H o•r readers. If yo■ care for t•f• 
type of fournallsm, pleaH subscribe your,elf and your frlHdt. Subscrfptfo■ rate,: $5.00 per Jffri $J.00 per ••" year. 
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• I. Serlin 
o....i ~&m-' OrpnillaUon 
JJ. vnc o.oraa street 
Tel--&fl.Y• I_...l 

dear ft-1er.da 

! receiftd the Jd.n tter ~ youraelt and • mgrad dated Deolmber 
26th. I have taken u the ttera which 7011 mention 1n your letter 
w1 th • ~ am he aid that he wawl write to you. I truat that 
by tbia ~ you hA .,,...,.--1~ his oc:wountcation. 

I haw been reoai"fin -...---·-,~ I 
I\ 1a a helptul. publica 

I ba'N not 79t di cus88d . 
or 1iha next. Actions C---t 
an tor Jll.1.T• I shall 

l llh:lc I th 1lll1Ch 1ntentn. 

place o~ the nolding 
,oonm.w• ie deftniteq 

I • interuted to le JrCQM,a:tJ th the tablla1-Jt. 
ot a old.ldnn•• hana in ~~ Old. I hid pl'IIY1 us~ 1iaken up wit.h • 
!i'viq tba tw ot •ml ~. etc. to the inst.11Dtiona ~ ta 
O.msal Z1onist orpnisation in l81'Ml. I ~ l higlcy honored that yoa 
are nn1ne tba ohildren•a hOOII after me, am or couraa• YOll have rq par-
111. llllion to do eo. 

• • R1Ylin 1a 1Jl tftquant, ocnmmScation th • 
~ his work u IIUCb u poaible. 

sball tr., t.o 

I plan to ttem tha SOt.h Jnb1lN Conferen:e ot the Jewish 1.Lonal Plmd 
in WUbinlton this caning •IDD'l• am I shall eet with mat\Y' of oar 
people there and talk cnv quite a nlllber ot ttera in relation to our 
work 1n IarMl. 

Wlt.h all pod wiehea, I r--1n 

Kost carM•l~ yours• 

ABBA HILLEL SILVER 
HSaer 
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TEL-AVIV 

,N,~":l c.,.,,,:n, c.,~,.,:rn ri,,,ricn 
GENERAL ZIONISTS ORGANIZATION IN ISRAEL 

33, KING GIORGI STREET 
PHONES 3031, 4533 

J'JN·'Jn 
JJ 'J,l'l 1'JDi1 ~1n, 

3031 ,4533 l19'JO 

In reply pl ease quote 

No.~ 06 ( A 
-- -- - the 

Mr. Abba Hillel Silver, 
The Temple, 

7th March, 1951. 

Ea.st 105th Street At Ansel .H.oad, 
0 h i o • 

Dear Aba H. Silver, 

01' 

We beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter of January 17th last, 

addressed to our m-. Serlin, who is now on a visit t o the u.s., and we 

thank you for t he information therein contained. 

Mr. Serlin brings with him up to date information, which we hope 

you will find of great interest in relation to our endeavours in Israel. 

v ishing you all the best, we remain 

J-~~ 
I. VlliOGHilcD 
D IH.EC'IDR. 

Sincerely yours, 

(. • tIVLIN 
a/Chairman 

Contact Committee for Foreign 
And Zionist ovement Affairs. 
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ZIONIST ORGANIZATION OF AMERICA • 

llel Silver 

From: 

Dr. ·sm,1.1111 argoeh•• , Dr. 
• Jaquee oroa,nar .. • 

Subject: 

Leon . u.t.oY.lob 

oloaed ple 
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41 EAST 42nd STREET • NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 
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NLT Jevlah Herald 
lo6 Fox Street 
Johanne burg 

FEBRUARY 23 REPCRT m YOUR JOURNAL 00~ ING MI 
PURPORTED AGREEl-!EI I MAPAI moo RECT STOP 

E NO Stx;H AGP.rnMENT STOP REPCRT G,_......... ZIONIST ULL 
SUPPCRT MAPAI-OOMIN rr INTERIM GO NI' QUALL 
mcORRJOOT S'IDP GENERAL ZIOUIST POSITIO?l OPPOSING 
ENTRY INTO GOVERN1£Nr WITHOUT ELECTIONS R AI rs 
UNAL I ED STOP OULD AP ECI Y m P LI Il1G 

IS ST TEMEN 
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Dr. Israel Goldstein 

Chairman 

Mrs. Samuel W. Halprin 

Yice Chairman lor the U.S.A. 

Abraham Krumbein 

Treasurer 

Mrs. David B. Greenberg 

Secretary 

• 
Executive CommiHH lor 
the United States 

Mrs. Moses P. Epstein 

Daniel Frisch 

Abraham Goldstein 

Rabbi Irving Miller 

Dr. Emanuel Neumann 

Mrs. Samuel Rosensohn 

Mrs. David De Sola Pool 

Jacques T orc:iyner 

e 

Alternates 

Miss Juliet Benjamin 

Mendel N. Fisher 

Miss Zelda Funk 

Abraham Goodman 

Abrahom A. Redelheim 

Charles Ress 

Mrs. A. P. Schoolman 

Louis Schwefel 

Mrs. Robert Szold 

• 
lhhek J. Kerpmon 

Executive Director 

C""''~" C"l, .. ~, ,tt1 n"~,,,n ni,rucn,,n 

World Confederation of General Zionists 
AMERICAN Off/Cf 

501 Filtl, Aven11e, New Yori 17, N. Y. 

Phone: MUrroy Hill 7-1446 

Coble Address: 6ENZIONIST, NEW YORK 

March 2~, 1951. 

Dear chaverim, 

In response to a mimber of inquiries with 
regard to resolutions and principles adopted at 
various meetings of the World Executive of the 
Confederation since the World Conference at 
Basle in 1946, we have deemed it appropriate to 
prepare the attached summary of resolutions. 

We trust that you will find this material 
useful. 

Sincerely yours, 

c::..:--.... t '- I f 
l n.. 1--4-,.,v(' ' "' 1 

I'tzhak J. tarm1n 
Executive Director • 
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WORLD CONFEDERATION OF GENERAL ZIONISTS 
American Section ltzhak J. Karpman, E%ec, Dir. 
501 FIFTH A VENUE Room 908 NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

Editors using this information ace kindly requeeted to 
send eopie• of their publication• to the above addresa. 

THE "ORGANIC LAW" OF THE WORLD CONFEDFRA':rION OF G~NERAL ZIONISTS 

Submitted by: Itzhak J. Carmin, Executive Director 
To: Dr. Israel Goldstein, Chairman 

STRCCTURE, BASIC Rr SO_LUTIONS 2 GOVT"'RNIN(l ] _ODIES: 

The history of the \Jorld Confederation of General Zionists begins 
with the , ·orld Conference of General ~ionists, which took place in 
Basle in December 191+6 in conjunction with the 22nd World Zionist 
Congress. The Conference set up resolutions and ,rinciple guide 
posts which dirE:cted us in our acti ,,. ities. These fundamental re­
solutions together with decisions adopted later on at meetings of 
the \Jorld Executive, can be regarded as the "organic law" of the 
World Confederation. We have been guided by these outlines of a 
constitution and belie ve they can aerve as a basis for a permanent 
constitution of the World Confederation of General Zionists. 

A. ResolutiOJl_§_Of the \·Jorld Conference of General Zionists, Decem-
ber 7 - 22, 19f: 6, Basle, S'1._i tzerland. 

The following resolutions were a result of thorough discus~ion in 
which delegates from the entire world participated. The predominant 
emphasis was placed on the establishment of a strong organization 
and identification with General Zionism. Although it was decided 
not to impose binding discipline on the delegates, it was the unan­
imous decision of the delegates to consolidate the General Zionist 
position and develop constructive projects and enterprises of the 
World Confederation of General 7ionists. This approach has opened 
up a course of action which has made itself felt throughout the 
Zionist world; 

1. It was unanimously decided to unite all General Zionist Organiza­
tions and Federations into one 1 ~rld Confederation of General Zion­
ists including the General '7ionist .. ,routh organization HANOAR HAZIONI 
and the '\·Jorkers' organization F...AOV:r.'D HAZIONI in Palestine. 

2. The Conference of the World Confederation is to be convened every 
two years at the time of the Zionist Congress. 

3. A World Council was elected consisting of 61 members, also in­
cluding all Gener<-.1 Zionist members of the \Jorld Zionist Actions 
Committee. 

4-. A World Fxecutive of 21 members was electe:d, 6 from Palestine, 
6 from USA, 4 from Furope, 1 from South Africa, 1 from Canada, 1 
from Central America, 1 from South America, 1 from Australia. 

5. Dr. Israel Goldstein was elected Chairman of the World Confeder­
ation of General Zioni~ts. As Vice Chairman were elected: Prof. 
Brodetzky-tngland, Mr. Gering-South Africa, M!· s • Rose Halprin-USA, 

~ .. o Dr. Janku-Fb..tnania, Mr. f. Rabinovicz-Argcntina, Mr. Joseph Serlin• 
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Palestine, Mr. s.J. Zacks-Canada, Mr. Abraham Y..rurnbein was elected 
Treasurer. 

6. The , 'orld Conf0deration is to operate through 3 offices, ramely the 
Palestine office in Tel Aviv, th~ American office in New York and the 
European office in Paris. 

7. The World Confederation has recognized the GenE:ral Zionist labor 
movement Haovad Hazioni, which is affiliated 111th the Histraduth, as 
the only workers' organization in Palestine within the World Confed­
eration. 

8. General 71onists on the Agency Executive are expected to feel a 
sense of responsibility to the Confederation. 

9. A Gen€ral iionist Fund for constructive ~ork in Palc~tine is to be 
establish0d to further and strengthen GGneral 7ionist colonization and 
other constructive projects for Haovcd Hazioni and private initiative 
of the middlG class in Palestine. 

10. The World Executive CommittGe ,.,as instructed to do its utmost to 
help General Zionist groups in Europe and facilitate their spcGdy 
immigration to Pale stine. 

11. According to the propo~als made to the Porld Conference by the 
General Zionist inaustrial-commcr·cial delegation from Palestine, it 
was decided to sccurG national support for young industri6s and 
create proper conditions for their future development. 

12. It was decided to de ~elop and strengthen the General Zionist 
chalutz movement in Furope and particularly in thG ~nglish speaking 
countries as well as in Latin and S8uth America. 

REMARKS 

Resolution fi.3 

It was decided that the World Council would be composed in the fol-
lowing manner: 

Poland - 5 
Palestine - 4 Rau.mania Tunisia - 1 
Austria - 2 Bukowina - 3 Australia - 1 
Belgium - 1 Sweden - 1 Neu Zealand - l 
Bulgaria - 1 Switzerland - 1 u.s.A. - 10 
Czechoslo- Trc.nsylvania - 1 Canada - 2 

vakia - 2 China - 1 Argentina - l 
England - 3 India 1 Bolivia - l 
France - 2 Iran - 1 Brazil - l 
Elsass l Algeria - 1 Chile - 1 
Germany - 3 Egypt - 1 Colombia - l 
Holland - 1 Morocco - 1 Ecuador - 1 
Hune;ary - 3 South Africa - 2 Mexico - 1 
Italy - 2 Tripolis - 1 Uruguay - 1 

Members of th(; \'rorld Cow:icil of the Confed9ation are also: 

a. The General Zionist members of thE: Zionist World Executive. 
b. The members of the Mcrkaz Olami. 
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Presidium of the World Council: 

Composed of one Chairman and 7 Vice Chairman. 
The Chairmen and the Presidium of the World Council were named in 
resolution 1t5. Ho 1ever, the members of the World Council were not 
named and the General Zionist organizations in the countries as 
listed above did not submit the names of their representatives. 

Resolution #4 
Specifies the compo~ition of the Merkaz Olami. 

The Merkaz Olami is composed of 21 members: 
6 of Palestine - 6 of the G.s.A. - 4 of riurope - 1 of S.Africa - 1 of 
Canada - 1 of Central America - 1 of S.A~erica - 1 of Australia. 

The list of members of the Herkaz Olami as composed at the 22nd Zion­
ist Congress is as follows: 

Chairman: Dr. I. Goldstein 
Vice Chairman: Prof. Brodetzki (Jewish Agency), Mrs. Halprin (Jewish 
Agency), B. GGring, Dr. Janku, J. Serlin, s. Rabinowitz, s. Zacks -­
all member s of t he Actions Committee. 

Members: Dr. s. Bernstein , Dr. N. Goldmann, I. Grunbaum, z. Herman, 
Dr. Neumam, Dr. Silv er, rI . Kol -- member s of t he Jewish Agency. 

Dr. Abner, L. Etingon, Dr. Bogr ashov , r. Berlin, L. Lipsky, Dr. 
Schwarzbart, Judith T' ps tein, Rev. Goldbloom, I. Golan, Hrs. Greenberg, 
:fvtrs. de ,Sola Pool, E. Hartman, Yechanan Cohen, M. May, Rabbi Miller, 
Dr. Narton, E. Stone, s. Segal,Dr . Stupn , H. s. Schoolman, Rabbi Feu€r, 
D. Frisch, A. Redelheim, T. Resnikoff, }t s. Ros ensohn, Judge Rothenberg 
-- all Actions Committee memb ers. 

A. Goldstein, A. Goodman, I. D·: nsky, B. Janner, J. Torczyncr, M. Tatza, 
Ch. Levanon, A. Luxenburg, Dr. r:athan, Dr. Sagal•l, Dr. Zimand, I. 
Kub owi tzki, H. Kosover, .d .• Krumbein, A. Salomon, Mrs. Schoolman, M~' s. 
Raginsky, Dr. Rimalt. 

At the mGeting of the Mcrkaz Olami held in Jerusalem and Tel Aviv, 
May 1 - 15, 1949, an amendment was passed to the effect that General 
Zionist members of the Government of Israel, members of the Jewish 
Agency Executive, past Ministers of the Government and former members 
of the J(:wish Agency Tixecutivo, General Zionist members of the Actions 
Committee, "virilist~", as well as two representatives of each of the 
two General '7ionist groups in Israel are also m€rnbers of the hcrkaz 
Olami. This amendment was adopted only for the above named persons 
provided they reside in Israel. 

Actually, the Mcrkaz Olami considered itself later on as a body con­
sisting of three Executives, namely the BxccutivG of the AmGrican 
Section in Now York; the European Bureau in Paris and the Israel 
Office in Tel tviv. The members of these three Executives together 
with the three General Secretaries are, in fact, exercising the power 
of the Mcrkaz Olami. 

Changes occurred in the membership of the mentioned three Executives, 
especially in Israel and in Europe. Apart of the ~xecutive Director 
of the American Office, there were also several changes in the Sec­
retaries of the European and Israeli Offices. 



Resolution #9 

ServEs as a basis for the creation of the General 7ionist Constructive 
Enterprises Fund -KMK. Th€ F~1nd was approved by the 22nd World Zion­
ist Congress and by th€ Actions Committc6 (summer session 1947). 
Originally the Board of Directors of the Constructive Fund consisted 
of th~ Goner al r-,ionist members of t~E: Jewish Agency Executive. 

Addition~l members were, however, appointed at subsEquent meetings of 
the 1·•orld Executive. This Board consists now of Dr. Israel Gold stein 
as Chairman, in his absence from Israel, a Presidium of t\•1O represent­
ing both Gen~ral Zionist groups in Israel, and a co~ittee with an 
equal repreeentation or tvo ·Oeneral Zionist groups in Israel. 

B. Resolutions of tho World Executive: Aug,2O-Sept,2, 1948, Tel Aviv. 

In connection ':1i th the newly found Progressive Party in Israel (com­
posed of Haovcd Fazioni and Aliya Chadasha) thG v.Jorld rxecutivc 
adopted th0 following resolutions: 

1. The World Executive heard the declaration by Mr. M. Kolodni re­
garding the formation of a n(; 1•' part~r and noted that there will be two 

~st~ ~for the coming elections to the constituent assembly of the 
State of Israel. 

2. The World Executive will continue to support the two Gcn~ral Zion­
ist wings in Israel until the next 1·1orld Confcronce. 

3. The World Executive states that the above arrangement is a result 
of thG spEcific situation created in Israel and should not undGr any 
circumstances serve as a precedent for any country in the Diaspora. 

4. Th€ World Fxccutive charged Dr. Goldstein, the President of the 
Confederation, to make all c fforts to bring about the complctE unity 
of Gcner ~l Zionism in Israel into one organizational framework. 

5. The World ExGcutivc notes with satisfaction the declarat ion by 
Mr. M. Kolodni, t ~1 at the. party in formation wi 11 not contact any 
General Zionist factors outside Israel through oth€r than the of­
ficial, territorial and world institutions of the Confederation. 

c. Resolutions of the World r~ccutive: April 14-29, 1950, Tt-1 Aviv. 

In connection with the conflict in the General Zionist Organization 
in Franco, the following resolution was adopted: 

In accordance '"'i th the r csolution of 1948 which opposed tho transfer 
of tho split in General "ionism in Israel to the Diaspora, the World 
Executive approved the declaration of Dr. Isr~cl Goldstein, Chairman 
of the World Confcd0ration, stating that the national confcr0nco in 
France violated the above principle resolution by expressing solidarit~ 
with the General Zionist party in Isr~cl. This position caused the 
the secession of a considerable group of the members in France. 

In order to bring an end to the internal crisis in tho Gcocr2l 7ion­
ist movement in France, it recommends the calling, as soon as pos­
sible, of a national conference of all Gcn~ral Zionists 1n France. 
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A special committee composed of equal representation of both factions, 
of which the &ecretary General of the European Bureau of the Confed­
eration shall be part, shall prepare and call a new Conference of all 
General Zionists in France. The Confer€nce should elect a Central 
Committee in which all Gen€ral Zionist forces of France will be re­
presented. 

D. Constitution of the Conference of the General Zionist Or aniza­
tions of Euro e and North Africa Set 1 -1 1 0 Paris _France. 

A constitution of the Confederation of General Zionists in '!'Urope and 
North Africa was adopted according to which: 

1. All General Zionist Organizations in Europe and North Africa af­
filiated with the World Confederation of General ?ionists, form the 
Confederation of General Zionists of Furope and North Africa, as an 
integral part of the TJorld Confederation of General Zionists. 

2. The supreme body of General Zionism in Europe and North Africa is 
the Conference of the Confederation ,.-Jhich meets at least once every 
two years and is convened by the Executive. 

3. Organizations whose membership does not exceed 500 dues paying 
members are entitled to one delegate, from 500 to 1000 members, two 
delegates; Organizations with membership over 1000 are entitled to 
one delegate for each addtional 1000 delegates. The number of dele­
gates from one country is not to exceed 45_;.: of the total number of 
delegates to the Conference. 

4. In the period bet,"1een two sessions of the Conference, the Council 
exercises th~ prerogatives of the Conference, except the prerogatives 
of electing the !:'xccutive and the Control Commission, and of amending 
th€ statute. 

5. The Council meets at least once every 8 months. At its first 
session the Council Elects its 4 vice-presidents who togethEr with 
th€ Chairman constitute the Council's Presidium. 

6. The number of delegates of the Confederation's Executive is not to 
be more than 20, three of th~m arc to be appointed (one chief editor 
of the Zionistische Stimmc and two rcprcscntativ€s of Eanoar Hatzioni 
for Purope and North Pfrica). The Conference elects tho Secretary 
General. 

7. The present statute is to be adopted by the Conference by a 2/3 
majority of votes. Only the Conference is entitled to amend thG prcs-
6nt constitution by a 2/3 majority of votes. 

LATIN AM~RICAN BRANCH OF THF CONF~DI'RATION. 

The resolution; of the 1/orld Conference in 1946 provided for the es­
tablishment of three offices in Israel, u.s.t and Europ. Accordingly 
any new branches arc under the jurisdiction of one of these three 
offices. 

The American Section of the Confederation ha~ endeavored to establish 
a branch of the Latin American General ~ionist Organizations. In May 
1947, Dr. Daniel Auster, then Mayor of Jerusalem, visited the Latin 
American countri~s on behalf of the K~rcn Haycsod. Upon the roquGst 
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of the Chairman of the World Confederation he met with a number of 
General 7ionist leaders in frgcntina and other countries, and dis­
cussed the possibility of organizing a branch for th e Latin American 
countries. Dr. Auster also participated in a national conference of 
ArgGntinian General :ionists, held in Rosario in May 1947, at t·1hich 
a resolution was adopted to establish a Latin American branch of the 
Confederation. In November 194f , the late Ianicl Frisch visited th€ 
Latin American countries on behalf of the Koren Kayemcth. Mr. Frisch 
acted also as the representative of the 1 orld Confederation and helped 
in the orcanizing of a Latin American Conference of General Zionists, 
held in dontcvidco, November 8-11, 1948. At this Conference, rcprG­
sontatives of our Organizations in A_gcntina, Brazil, Mexico, Chile, 
Uruguay, Peru, Bolivia, Paraguay and Venezuela announced the forma­
tion of the Latin American branch of the Porld Confederation. In 
January 1948, Lr. Sa.m Segal was del0gatcd to the Latin American Con­
federation on behalf of th€ World Confederation and the KMK. Mr. 
Sam Segal participated in a sp6cial Confcroncc held February 21-23 in 
Cordova, at V.'hich a Latin American KMK CommittcE'.. was elected. 

A;- the mceting of the M0rl{a.Z Olami, Aug.20-Scpt.2 in Tel Aviv, the 
following resolution was adopted: the activitic s in the Latin Ameri­
can countries should be strengthened. Mr. Earn S:gal, as General 
Secretary, was charg ed with a s pe cial a~signmcnt to organize the 
conduct in Latin America the work on behalf of the World Confedera­
tion and the KMK. 

* * * * * * 
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GENERAL ZIONISTS ORGANIZAT:ON IN ISRAEL 

Tel- Aviv 
33 , King George St . , 
Phones 3031 , 4533. 

'.J':lK-?1'1 
, 33 'lil'l 7?~~ :J~ni 

3031 ,4533 ,,n',t, 

Ref . 7397/51 

27th March , 1951. 

Dear Sir ( s), 

We take the liberty of enclosing herewit~ - for your kind attention - copy of 4 cables pertainj_ngvslanderous speeches delivered by Dr . N chum Goldman and Dr . Joseph Segall , Chairman of The European Executive of tle Confedera­tion of General Zionists, against our Party and its lenders, at the Convention of The Zionist Federation of Great Britain, which took place in London last weekend . 

As we go on following tne s~eeches made recently by Dr . Goldman both in Israel and abroad, it appears to us that Dr . G., who has always pretended to be against carryin0 the regrettable 11 Pilug 11 within the ranks of General Zioi1ism in Israel , anywheJ'.'e beyoncl its present boundaries , has set himself lately to bring about, at all costs, a split \Jithin General Zionisim all over tho JcJVj_sh world . 

Attache d please find:-

1. Copy (translation from the Hebrew) of a 
cablegram ~ich appeared in Haboker of 
yesteruay' s dato; 

2. Copy of telegram dispatched by us yesterday 
to the President o~ t~c Convention of the Zionists Federation of Great Britain; 

3. Copy (translation from the Heb-ew) of a 
cable sent by us yesterday to Dr . Israel 
Goldestein, President World Confeder tion 
of General Zionists: New- York; 

4. Excerpt of a telegram frnra London which 
appeared in the 'fferusalem Post 11 of today ' s 
date with regards to a similar attack nade 
on our party, at the said Convention, by 
Dr . Joseph Segall, Chairman of the European Executive of the Confederation of General 
Zionists .. 

Kindly acknowledge receipt of same . 

Sincerely Yours, 

COi,/IMITTEE FOR FOREIGN A1JD ZIONl ST 
1JiOVEIJiENT AFFAIRS . 

Jr. 
I. Vinograd, DIRECTOR~ 
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"HABOKER " 1 26. 3. 51 . 

"N. GOLDMAN SLAf:\TDERS GENER.AL ZIONISM AT BRITISH ZIONIST FEDERATION CONVEIJTION. 
London, Tuiarch 25.- The fiftieth Annual Convention of the British Zionist Federation stands in the sign of lackin6 enthusiasm and boredom .... " 

"In the course of the debate Nahum Goldman severely attacked the General Zionists, calling that party amongst other c• "the party of the right wing class, whose leaders - Rokach , Snphir and others - had opposed employment of Jewish workers , had never taken part in Congresses, had boycotted the Va.ad Leumi and never in their life had bought a shekel 11
• He also charged the General Zionists with lack of responsibility for refusing to join the coalition. 

Since no resolution was moved, the session closed under the impression of Goldman ' s speech. Wany delegates ~ere dissatisfied with the ruling trend of thought, but there has been no change in the composition of the Federation's leading group, and the present leaders are ready and willing to jump on the Mapai bandwagon." 

-=-= --= -= -= -= -= -

2 

PRESIDENT CONVENTION ZIONIST FEDERATION 75 GREATRUSSEL LONDON 
Grieved and astonished press reports Goldman's speech abuse your convention against our Party also against part General Zionism identifying itself with us world over stop Consider attack unfair with no representatives our party invited Convention and thus unable refute slanders against our Party and leaders stop Dr. Goldman's speech irrelevant only persona] attacks and distortion facts stop Dr. Goldman amongst guilty encouragement Pilug two years back stop Vainly trying justify actions damaging General Zionism and Zionist Move1IBnt stop Regret your convention soundboard speech full enmity against u0 

DR. RIM.ALT 

- - - - - - - ---~--------------

3 
DR GOLDSTEIN GENZIONIST NEWYORK 

Press reports Dr. Goldman's spee ch at British Zionists Convention inimical to our Party stop Protest vigourously unfair exploi­tation of absence Representative our Party to answer attack stop Attack irrelevant mere personal stop Goldman responsible Pilug now vainly excuses it stop Further such attacks enlarge irre­parably chasm between General Zionists factions in state and world over. 

DR. RIM.ALT 

-=-=-=-=~=-=-=-=-=-
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"JERUSALEM POST", 27 . 3. 51 

11 BRITISH ZIOIJIST ATTt.CKS ISR!-1.EL I CENTRE I PARTY 
LO~TDON, i~ionday ( INA) . -

11 In the last few years a certain group in Israel has infiltrated into the GeJeral Zionist movement - a group which contains very little Zionist ideology, which consists of l andowners and property men, a:n.d Hhich lacks idealism ai1d cultur e , 11 Dr. Joseph Segall , Ch:iirnan of the European Executive of the Confederation of General Zionists , told delegates at the annual confer ence of the British Zionist Federation yesterday . He stressed , however, that a split in General Zionist ranks was not inevitable . 

After the struggle to attain Statehood v,e should have a sense of responsibility and join the Government in its task , he s2..id ... 11 

- =-- =-=-=--=- =- =-



Tel--Aviv 
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iNERAL ZIONISTS ORG IZ 'lIO 
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I I EL 

33 , King George St ., 
Phones , 3031 - 4533 

J' :l X- 7 n 
~53 ,,.,,,1 7'?n;, :Jin, 

3 O 3 1 - •.l 5 ~:; 3 - : l , ~ '7 ti 

--- -=======-==---
He . . 7556/J1 

Dear Sir(s),- 2nd pril, 1951.-

In the course of thu· last weeks we • re wiLnes 'es of a c·.1:npaign 

in the pres.3 of the ruling party , ag· inst ou..r Or 15anization, its 

leaders and our distinguishe ovcr3eau friends, Dr . bba Hillel Silvo 

and D.r . Emanuel Neuman. In unrestrained inventivenes'~ 9 in base libels, 

in foulness of language such a camp· ign is witt1out p.recod0nt in Isr' 1 

and no doubt exceeds even the best efforts of the yollowost ntJwspa er 

clscwhero. 

Furthor on, for your infor~nation • nd ~d i fication, tr8.nslations 

of two articles which havt.. appcar0u in "Hador", the officiJ.l orr:sa.n 

of Mr . Ben-Gurion's p rty , on the 29th nd 30th of March respectively . 

From these qrticlcs you ill be able to form an opinion of the vil 

ttacks for which such f ithful friendu of our caus1 and voturan 

Zionist loaders RS Dr. Silvlr and r. Ie uman , ar~ the tarbet . 

Kindly acknowlod e rJceipt of ·m\ . 

Sincerci l,y yours, 

COivllIITTEE FOR FOH.EIGN . 1 D ZIONL.1' MOVEMENT 
iFb.ItlJ 

I . Vlr 0G1{AV 

I. 

' 

I I 
' FROM THE HEIGHTS OF THE CLEVELAND 11T~MPLE 11 

= = = = = = = .:::. - = - - - - = - - - - =-= - -· -- = - - - -- - - - - - .::. - - - - = = - -

Dr. A. H. Silver is the only Zionist leader in the world ~ho 
has not visited the State of Israel during the three years of its 
existence . We may be angr,y7 with h i.m; but perhaps we should make 
excuses for hirn . He mini ~=3terH to his congr · cut ion in Cleveland , and 
it is his dut~ to pr-y •~V<Jl',Y ;3unday with his r,formod flock. Also , 
conditions in lsracl do not particularly ,;Jui hia noca ,,: in th0 whole 
country there iu not a singlJ synaGoguG here .Jvrvices aro h,ld on 
Sund y instead of on the dabbath , and so there uinply iu no place 
for Rabbi ilvor to pray . •'Jhon IJ . Z. Pink . ., of Lhe "Vlizr,-hi 1', the 
• lly of the Gener3.l Zionists , nd of D.r. . . J . Silver , becomes .. Iinibtcr 
of Religious ffairs , h0 will perhaps build· reform syna~oguo in 
Jerusalem with servicJs on Sund~y , and so m·ko it poss jbl~ for Dr . 
Silver , i not to settle in Lhe country, at le :.:,t to stay thurc: for 
some ti.me . 

In any ca .. o things h,. v0 not mov(1d .Y :>t : f' or variouos roRsons 
A . H. oilvor ha;:, not yet P' in a vi~3it to Ivr·ael , nd ''Habokor' L:., • 
forced to entertain its r 0·1ders r egularly with the tr ··. ic( 1 subjecL 
of Silver ' s suffering . 
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Apart from tho SilvJr problum (has ho , or h:ts ht, not , bJen 
invi tcd?) , HH8.boker ' s 1

' ntt :nt ion iD )n•~· t1;·:!d by the p ob.l .,m of ... 
M<1pai . If it w re only po.3:Jiblc to Ln ort ~om ~lnti-M·lpai scrum -·rom. 
America! But in 1\.mur icq tho J have n t yot c;ot round to th'-it kind of 
invention . ·lJorse than that: ovc·n tho delof.,at0s of tho Gcnor l Zionists 
from Isra0l , who hav gon\., to tho State..;) to sl:i.nder tl1eir own jov:Jrn­
mont and to incite Jews not to invdst their money in 'tho socialist 
Btate of Israel" , hav0 not .Y~t set nny invontor ' c• brain to ~vork on 
the culti.vntion of an ,'J.nti-1-lu.IY i .Jt-rl.l!J1 . T o 1}0n J.ral Zionif,ts over 
here aro very , very 0orry for themsulvcs: the 3Jpe~ls hich they h~d 
made ridiculous ire succosful buyond 2xp~ctAtion; the Billion Pl~n 
is about to bo re~ li0ed . Even Dr. A . H. • Jilver. h01s in the l·L:,t moment 
j umped on thu bandwRgon and indirectly givus • h'lnd to thu succJss 
of the government which is so hatud b,y his friends over hor-J . 

A nice newspaper is 1"Iaboker" , inde d . Do you know what it h~.::\ 
been tolling it~3 ren.ddrs today? r_r~1at the Appeals in the ot·1tes will 
com0 off boc:::tuse .... Dr . Silver h·:.t:3 voluntve.L'ed for them. And I 
think that until the elections 11H3bok rtt will still m·il<o much mor•J 
of thib fairy- tnle . 

Who knows; porh8.ps they ~ill even pr'J.Y for him in the ._,yn'J~og-

But let U0 hope that thoy will do so on the So.bb'"lth , 'nd not , 
as undor the Clevel:1.nd "Tompl8 ' dispens!)tion , on SundJ.y . 

(L·1y.ish) 
·'H~idor", 29 . 3 . 51 

---===--= 

''OL~VELAND - LILIEl BLUM S'l1HEE'r. 11 

19Haboker" l8ads - a nd ''H:=tnrutz'' is '1. close follo Eir-up - with 
n new political 0 sens·:1tion·': H8.3 or h·.i.__;n't the Isr·1cl Govornrnunt in­
vited A. H. Sj_lver·? Telegrams fly from ono GLdo of tho oco·tn to the 
other . Giant her..tdlln8s scro.qm from the front p·q_s{:S of tho locn.l 
yellow pr-:-:i ;;;is . Tho J owish ~- ·J.p0rs o,.. New York ' s i·iut ;.Ji d ill'\ke rof­
ound guesses on the question . And the propag_ ndo. wirepullers of the 
'opposition 0n the N'{Y to of £'ice'' ·1.r2 h·1ving thomsclve .. ·1 good time ... 

This bubble , though , is not only made from th8 I r~el soap of 
Lilienblum Street profite8rs (Lili~nblum ~treet in Tnl-Avlv wRs the 
headquqrtJrs of the gold trade , nnd 3llog0dly iB that of the bl3.ck 
mark0 t - 11'r1.nB . ) but nlso from the first - cl-=t.>S ch'3wi.n8 guru produced 
b y the propagand _ mnchine of the rif;ht - wing Zioni.:it:3 in the dt'ltos . 
The fuss made this time oxposus a corner of 1. 11.rge- scale propagr1nda 
plan . The irst step w~s bnkcn by vory right- wing E. Neu~An , who left 
Palestine nt the b :..ginning of tho w:11~ Pnd suddenly turned up spea inr; 
"in the nA.mG of American lTewry ". The m·1ssi__:;s of the Yishuv , who had 
sGc➔ n Henry Morgcnth:J.u , N·1hum uolum· n , 1?.o J H1.lµe.rin , lTud ~o Prosk:'.3.uer , 
and scores of other Jewish ~ nd Zionist leaders , w0re not imprjssed 
or amused by N uman ' s preten ions . Ho held '1 fLw v!'Il'111 meetings in 
Israel ' s towns , ~nd oqw the light - but unlike tho Lord , he snw thqt 
it w~s no good : Qo h0 return0d to the 8t~tus . His .2cond stop was 
moro "ro1:1lis tic' ' : h0 bee;an to distribute food rind clotho p:Jrcels to 
now innnigr·-ints in the c·1mps ·u1d m· ' ab::i.rot in consider8tion of their 
j oining the ''Centre Party", t:£ive p::1rtit:JS 11w:Lth drinks scrv )d:r to 
meD1berB of the Or ient·1l co:.rrnuni t ios in tho ..., ub rbs; to opJn f icti t­
ious rogis r3tions for housing schom~s in Tel-Aviv for all comers , 
to bo honour0d "when Hr . 1tok.~tch and ivlr . S·1phir com into office "; 
to jistrib11te money gifts ~nd lo~ns left nd right , ~nd 1.bove Rll : 
to shout loudly th t "Amcric:J i ... on our sidu ". First and foremost , 
the next Amoric-n Government (wink ~nd rside: A. H. Silver nnd th~ 

.. 
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Hepublican leader ,-r ft aro friends); the capitr 1 investors ;.1 e ''our people' '; in the American Zionist movement it is tha Hi.ght th::1t counts . And after a long ca1npaign to "soften up" public opinion in Israel comes the "sixt,y- four 11 dollar message that is the oivot of t he whole manoeuvre: "A. H. Silver is due . He has mad spe~ ches in Washington, htj is talking wiLh 'l1aft , he co:nes , he comes" .... 

This comic opera would only be good I or the carn ies, if .Lt w s not the counterpart of a corrupt political and publ ic reality. During the last three years Me ssrs. Silver ~ Neuman hav0 stood aside and have not lifted a finger to help the young ,3tate , which welt­ered in blood, sweat and tears , in its economic and po li ti cr,l st-rus­gle . During those years, millions of dollars were r' ised by the Jews of Amt3rica under the leadership of !'florgenthau , Proskauer , Montor , Goldman , Halperin , Jharet~ , ~apl- n and olda Meyerson . During this period Kaplan and 3harett obt ined two large loans - ro~ the Americ:3.n overnment, to tho tune of 135 million dolla:rs. During this period most of our political achiovem.ontb wore r e · lisc:1d "IJ ith the assistance of the ' 1ruman adminib tra t ion ( d~ j ur<l r e cognition, support of our entry into the U. N., th~ J . S. vote against inter­nationa lization of Jerusalem) . 11 these thin~s came to us through the efforts of 0 this Govornment· ', for all tho frightful sulks of the Silver- Neuman group . Afilc~rica has boon on our side , on tho sido of the Maµa i Government , of thG State of Israel , o! its giant ef­fort of the Ingathering oc tho ~xiles and m·ss settlomont . 
And now there has come a turn of affairs which not many , eve n in good faith, had dared to oxpoct : Wo hnvo reached tho stage where Jewish and non-Jewish America is ready to mako a large one-time effort to oxtr icut~ Isra 1 from t e difficulti~s of an unf~vour ble payments balance and currency short, e : ~he I illion Project is t o be launched! 1'Haboker" pontific~Atos : "0-- tlos in the air". The Silver- Neuman group ironically raise thoir shoulders . But ... tho plan is realised. Tho United Jewish Appe 1 (without benefit of Neuman- Silver) succeeds. 'l 'h ,) Half-a-billion Dollar Loan ha ·--. a good and daily improving chance. And th U. S. Governm~nt i s favour bly inclined towards our re '-llhist of a 0 150 million gr nt- in- aid . 
Lilienblum Street ,nd its gold mar~et , under the spiritual leadership of the "Centre Party", do not tno v vh.at to do. 1rh0,y can no more laubh or throw stone at such a succes . During thoso days ou_ yellow press looked like someone vho h,'.ls tnken a -,.ood doso of castor oil a remedy which , n. w- all know , must somotim s be taken. But i mmediately tho profit00r propaganda changed its corrupt line: If there is an appeal - "Silver speaks for it"; i f there is an Independence Loan - ,-; ilver is active in its behalf 11

; the grant-in­aid - "Silver dines ~i th rr n t ." .1~nd . t tho completion of all his great ctions for tho good ot the St ate the we Lry l eader comos to visit Isr~el , if ... he is invit ed. 

(By thG way: It is rather doubtful \!huther there is ven a sh8do ~ of thruth b~hind t tIB whole song-and- dance Aoout tho invit­qtion . The· irst rule of 9Very Amdric an publicity agent is to naramat iz,e" the ac ti vi tic.., of his clio nt ; and it seem .. th:- t the Rokach-Silver publicity g ncy has decided to u~e this affair as "dram___. tic'' way of calling the ~ tt ntion of the public on both sides of the oc cG.n to the visit of the "lo. dor". 

It would be exagger:-:ited to s - y th t during these f teful yenrs . I. •'i ilvor hr.ls don -; nothinG but ulking _ gainst Israel and i ts Governm.c1nt . 'rhe estnblishment o th _) ' t te took the ground f rom under the foot of thL.J man whose ·ympathics for the Yishuv WJre eq_u lly dividod b\;;ltwoon th IiL terrorists and reactionary 13.nd­lords Rnd vested interest. Wo cannot say th the has qui te dis3p­pe.:ired . Som vag,uo soundv hav0 roached us, _p9.rt of rticle s !1nd speeches on a new Zionist "ideology" fathere d b,y A. H. Silver and more or 1°s of the following tenor: The t te of Isr ae l has already 
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. been established and is boing consolidated. The work is about to be 
completed. But we, the Zionists of America, are still at the begin­
ning of our task. We must etablish Jewish life in 4me~ ica, organize 
our activities and support funds in aid of internal American purp­
oses. 

This was an attempt to deflec the trond of Zionist d velop­
ment of American Jewry towards aims objectively opposed to the 
economic needs of the State of Israel. And against the background 
of American Zionism, which was of a philantropical nature , it w-'ls 
a dangerous tendency. The state of mind of a cert~in part o . the 
Zionist movement found its expression in the notorious saying of 
one of its members: "If viapai demands that all American Zionists go 
to Israel, it means, Heaven forbid, ~he end of the Zionist movement 
in America.n 

And if these "achievements '' have not been compl eted, we have 
to thank a double change which occurred in tho States and in Israel. 
The helmsmen of the State, with the assistance of Jewish and Zionist 
leaders (without Silver-Neuman) obtained so extonsive and signific­
ant American support, that thoso who stood aside were forced to turo 
in their tracks and come back to 2i ionist activities. In th0 second 
place, the Municipal elections have rnised oxorbitant hopes, and 
the sulkingparty in America belives that they have a chance to take 
ove r by means of a Silver-Rokach-Beigin-Pinkas merger. 

In short: the storm that blows over the r evolutionary and 
tempestuous life of our fermenting Stato in tho throes of ingather­
ing its exiles, h~s again raised whito foam in the shape of an al­
liance between Cleveland and Lilienblum Jtroct , between those who 
profiteer at the expense of the State ' economic difficulties and 
the profite0rs in American-atyl npub.licity". But not many days 
will pass before the wholesome breeze of the trewish r evolution 
raises a mighty wave and sweeps the foam away. 

Yona Yagol 1'Hadorlf, 30. 3. 51. 

--------------------

\ 
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EAST 105'!!' STREET AT ANSEL ROAD 

Qlleu elmw .Li., <©qhr 
TELEPHONE ; SWEETBRIAR I 7755 

EARLS. STONE 
ASSISTANT RABBI 

ABBA HILLEL SILVER 
RABBI 

LEOS. BAMBERGER 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 

Mr. Louis Feldman 
2332 Prospect Avenue 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Mr. Feldman : 

April 16, 1951 

As you know, I am lsaving for Israel on April 23rd at the 
invitatio~ of the General Zionists. I should like to bring 
to them the news that their .American friends are eager to 
assist them in so e material fom. I should apprecinte any 
help that you can give. 

Sincerely yours, 

ABBA HILLEL SILVER 
AHS :er 

P .S. Checks should be made out to the Zionist Organization 
of America. 

/ f 
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MAIN OFFICE 17903 ST. CLAIR AVENUE CLEVELAND 10, OHIO 
Telephone: ICEnmor• 1-l>l>OO 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, 
The Temple, 
East 105th Street at Ansel Road, 
Cleveland 6, Ohio. 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

You will find enclosed check No. 6895 
in the amount of $500 .oo as our contribution to 
The Zionist Organization of America, which I am 
very happy to send. 

At your suggestion, I have contacted 
a few fel1ows with the purpose of havi them 
contribute"°t.his worthy cause, and I feel c onfi­
dent you may expect them to get a few checks out 
to you. 

I hope ou may be able to bring a very 
encouraging message to our friends in Israel at 
the time of your visit, and may I also wish you a 
very pleasant and fruitful journey. 

Very sincerely yours, 

yf,~ 

WEST SIDE BRANCH 
t.4651 LORAIN AVENUE 
CLEARWATER 1-4470 

• • 
SOUTH-WEST BRANCH 
5000 BROOKPARK RO 
ONTARIO 1-5200 

April 171 1951 

Leonard Ratner ;:;-; 

DD 
Enc 

"WHERE CLEVELAND BUYS ITS LUMBER" 
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April 19, 19Sl 

Ill'• Iollia h:' 1'1• D 
2332 Prol!P'ct, Aftllue 
Cl.nel~, Ohio 

JC, dear Priend a 

lpoD rq retun troa the lfut. ooaai, I tound ,our oheok of 
USO ill bebelt ot the Oeneral Z10Diata in Iaael. I • 
cleepq pat.etul tor your 1·anaroai: • I know tnat oar 
i.1aad• !D Iaael Ifill ha .___. __ b7 • Aa rioan eui,port 
bei.111 extended to tbea. 

lb t oordiallT 'JO n, 

!II» HILi.iL SILYla 
Sier 
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April 19, 1951. 

llr. Leonard Ratner 
Poren Ci t7 lllterial Co • 
17903 It. Clair Aft. . 
Clnelancl 10, Ohio 

117 dear Ir. Ratner, 

Upon a, r.tuna troa tbe Mt coaet, I round your k1nd let­
ter '!)f £pril l?tb and 70ur eek tor ISOO. I aa protovndl7 
pat,etu.1 tor yo 1••nA,Msit.7 encl • mr coopera\ion ill 
NCurq additional contribution a your tr1eada. I know 
that t.he CleneNl Z10ll1:at.a in Iarael will be beart.a&ed b7 the 
aup,ort, ot their rioan trienda. 

Apin tbeak:lng JOU tor your pneroeit.7 u • 11 •• tor your 
good wubea, I reain 

IIDst cordialq youra, 

ABBl HILIBL SILVI& 
us,er 



llr. ~Yid la\s 
State Wipin1 ClotJl Co;. 
2330 last 37th Street 
Claftland lS, Ohio 

lb' dear Prierld: 

April 19, 19$1 

Upon "7' n\unl t.roa 'feat cout., I found :,our aheok ot 
tSOO. I aa deepq antehl o 701a and I knm that, oqr 
trienda in Israel will be heartened bJ' t 1a AppOrt • 

Wit.ll all pd wia e, I r-in 

Mot cordialq youra, 

All& HILLEL SIX.ER 
Al 1er 



J) I 15, l 

Liwc 



TEL-AVIV 

,N,w.,:: c.,.,,,:,n c.,=,.,:rn ri,,,ricM 
GENERAL ZIONISTS ORGANIZATION IN ISRAEL 

33, KING GEORGE STREET 
PHONES 3031, -4533 

:J'JN·1n 
H 'J,l'l 1'>Di1 :l1n, 

3031 ,-4533 119'li, 

In reply pl ease quote 

I No • .. §~02/ 51 
• 

the ay 23, 1951 . . .... .. . . . . □ 1' 

Dr . Abba Hillel ilver 
The Temple 

nse l Road at East 105th Street 
Cleveland 6 2 Ohio . 

Dear Dr . Silver : 
I do hope you have already had a chance of rest­

ing up a bit after the most strenuous time you have had, 
while with us in Israel. 

Enclosed please find:-
1 . Copy of the letter I have ins rted in one of the two 

parcels (containing your personal books) which I have 
sent you t oda:y by ordinary mail . The reason I have gone 
into minute detail in that letter, is simply because I 
wished to avoid your paying customs to the American 
authorities w o will see fro the said letter that all 
those books were either yours personally, or .,, ifts made 
to you out here. 

2 . The bill
1

of your laundry which was returned to ttGat-Rimon" 
on the very day you left here. Please let me know whether 
you would like me to have it forwarded to you , or leave 
it here at "Gat-R • on" until, Please God, you will come 
here again for the Congress . 

I have just been through compiling the clippin~s 
telling the story of an event which , I think , was one of 
the great est in my country. nd having ad the privilege 
of being the personal secretary to the hero of tr.at eve~, 
your goodself, - I consider it also The event of life . 
I hope to be able to forward to you tnrough a "special 
envoy", our good friend and "Talmid Chacharn", r . Samuel 
Fishman , the book oft ose clippings , covering the whole 
story of your memorable st in Israel. 

I also ex ect~to be able to send through the said 
Mr . Fishman the recors, whicl ;ere civen to you by the 
Israel efence rmy . lso through im I am oing to send you 
al l sorts of invitations by Government de.1artments and others 
in connection with "Independance Day". / 

11 your remaining corres1ondence has been attended 
to ,by me in due course and , I hope , also to your likin . 

• . • / 2 -
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Luch as I Nould like to follow up your friendly advice 
and take~ couple of wee ·s leave, I am sorry I could not 
afford to do so, owing to the pres~ure of work I had to 
attend to. 

I hope to. send you to-morrow Bulletin o .4 of our 
'Contact Committee" v.hich was written by me from to Z, 

would serve as part of the factual evidence..1 in justif­
ic· tion of my above statement, yet I do hope to be able to 
do so within a fortnight or so, provided, of course, notling 
"very important" comes up again in the mea.ntime . 

Please accept the personal regards of ~rs . Vino rad, 
myself and our dau hters to you and your family. 

[ost cordially yours: 

J. ~ y(X,L) 

I . Vinogrfd 



Dr. Pl1.ts B&rnatein 
33. ling Qeorge treet 
Tel-AYi.Y • ISl'Ml 

JO' dear Dr. Bern teint 

lfa7 28., 19Sl 

I hlw jat o t tr under the many acCWDUlated 
uaa wt.deb-·- upo IV return to the stat.•• and I 
want t,o thank you per lq ~ and tt1Pn1ttob •• our ohand.na 
and grac1 e M nd who • av rt.it to I l ao pleaNnt· 
and w IIIIDON 1.. I d t, know when d a more md.l..ar-
atinr and epirit~lly ti M ~. I wiab I could ma Neb and ry ore in o circle ot triends ws 
ehollad • eo e ntion euc sweet ep1tal1V• but 
due w pne of work~II nos preparin tor 117 Tia1.t to 
Sou~b J.trioa - thie will not b possible. I sun that you 
will CO'ffff7 to them 11111 tbann am aPJr9eiation. 

With all ood wishes to 70u and e. Bernstein and 7011r chil­
dren, I .-.-in 

Kost oordi 117 yours, 

ABBA lllLLEL SILVER 
.l ... 



Mr.. • lal1r 
lluD1 oipalltJ' Te -Aviv Jolla 
27• BiaJSk st.net 
IsrMl 

ltr dear 111-. IAJ1r, 

It waa indeed 
grapba of tba AD!ri.,_01,. __ 

oocui D ot t,~ ..... 
mlp of Tal-A'YiY. I 
u they will al: 
ienae. Pl comwy JV' 

to nd the pboto-
t T 1-J.nv on tbl 

no'M'J oiU..n­
'liDelM p tograpba grut:i,, 

nd be utitul mcpez­
da to er Roiach. 

I tnat that I shall ba the pleasure ot bm. in ISNel 
-in batOl"e rJ' lo • 

th W ,....9'11! N&Ude• I Nlll1n 

IIOat oordially yours• 

ABBA HILLEL SILVIR 
A aar 

- I 



Ill-. JoNph Sapb:tr 
Rot.el Biltaon 
W... York•._ York 

ICr dear J1rt • 8apbir1 

, 1951 

I aorry that I to lea. tlarJtic City without aayi.ng goodbJ9 
to JOU• I did not think t t the ting wo ld last, that, lon and 
I bad to IIOtar to the Philadelphia a1rpori 1n t1m to •\oh a pl.am 
tor Clewland. la it ••• I ld.aaed the pam and bad to apend the 
nlgl& in Philadelphia and lliued an iln:>ortant apposea nt, in Cl..._ 
1llad on Sunday am-uln • 

I hope that you an o 
beoau ottbe 0 
kind ot an au&nae which 
at. the Connnt.ton 
C ttN on Po 
that you bad an ftnflffl"lmd 
tiw t tba ma.. 

t ewninl al\bouch, 
''Dl'Obal>q dld not have tba 
Rn. ... r, your r'T preaanae 

... .-..ra at •■t.ing ~ the 
1111n,.. ---... -•- 1n<119d, and I hope 

ot the oar ED~ 

lltc,eatbff the l'NU.lta ot the CcnNDtdon, I bel.18", an ..U.taoto17. 
The ConNntion wnt aolidly on recard u bacldn the deed.al.on ot laat 
October, identUyin the ZOl tu~ with the Oeneral Zioniat JAU'ti.t in 
1 ..... 1. It 1• nar 1.aportant to eatabliah lim• ot oor4ac\ and to in-
1\iat.e • the projeot, ot whioh •• apoa whm • were in 1 .... 1. n. 
..... that 1• done, the better. l naamnt offloa and a ~ 
Ni,NNntat.iw ot t be O.neral Zloalata. who will fol.lair up the pnjec\ 
ar. ur19ntq meded. 

I ... plMNd, too, with the NIIOlutioD which .... V118n1aoualy adopted 
OD the atatua ot the World Z10Diat ao,,-1111 which 1a 1D aucb abarp 
oontndiction th the nan apnaaed b7 the Pr1- 111.ter. 

Ill-a. Sil'ftlr and I _.. lean tar South Afrioa on Tburactay. • •tall 
be at the ldort-Aatcria on W.Clla9dl~ afternoon and ewn1ng, and 
ThUl'eClq aoralng. U I do not - you before I leew, I ahould 11Ja to sq gwdbJ• t.o you and to thank JOU~ c<llling to us tor the Con­
wnUon • . 



Jo-.pblapbir .11me 18, 19$1 

litb all good wiehea and bopi to - you in I--1 (it tter• are •Ultfanari~ U'l'IUJ&9d), I naain 

lloat ocrdially ~ur•, 

ABBA HILLEL IL9!R 

P.s. In th Afr!• I oan be naohad at the addN•• ot the Jewilh 
Uonal Pund - Co ••noner Houae, SO Oaad.Nioner Stnet, .Jobe,..aburs• south Atnoa. 
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