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Dr. ateo Goldstein 
tanlle 2S7h 
Bueno• Aires, Argentina 

ICY dear Dr. teo, 

January 30, 19S2 

Personal 

Please pardon the long dela7 in answering your kind letter. I have been traYeling 
about a gr.at deal, and 117 correspondence has untortunately lagged. 

I read with much interest ;rour letter. I share with you many ot your reactions to 
the present s1 tuation in Zionism, and 110re eepecialll' in Olneral Z:1.oni•, am I • 
afraid that things will get wor• nd oot better. The dominant party now in control 
ot the gcm,rment in Israel is determined to weaken organisations ot General Ziom.ats 
all over the world because t y a allied directl or indirect31' with the Oeneral 
Ziom.st party in Israel which constit.utee the one Nrio threat to ite bepmol\Y• 
The leadere ot that party have, .. )'OU know, 9111te•tica endeavored to underaiDII 
the leaders or the General Zioni t by attack1n t on all occasions, the most re­
cent being the Ben-Ourion o buret about the bankr!lptey or the Jmerican Zioniat leada-­
ahip, while at the same tim buildi u the ~ tige ot non-Zionists in all ~hinp 
which have to do with Israel. net centered their attack upon the General Zionieta 
ot .America becauee theee represent the largest and the most intluantial group, but 
1 t applie• equa~ to General Zioniat,s everywheN • 

The ritt created among the General 7.ionists in Israel played direotl7 into their 
hands. It weakened the General Zioni.te in Israel and diarupted Oeneral Zionist or­
ganiutione in all parti, ot the world, bringing unparallllled contueion and contronrs;y 
into their nnka. 

I torelilllW all thie and warned against it. I na in Israel at the time that the split 
took place and tried herd to avert it, but without. success. EYer since that time 
and up to the Congreea, I endeaYOred to persuade the two group, 1n Israel to get to­
pther. I urged upon General Zionist organiMtione throughout the world to brirw 
preeaun to bear upon the tao groups in Israel to reunite. In this, too, I and libt­
ld.nded friends nre Ur.t111cceuful. Tba debacle which took pl.Ree at the World Zionist 
Congreaa was, ot cour•, ineYitable. The out.cane was aealed by the fiaeco which took 
place in the pre-Conere•• -ting or the Confederation ot Oeneral 7,ionin■• At, this 
conference the Qeneral 7-ioniate, instead of deYOting thea•lwa to the one and onl7 
crucial Jr<>blelll - name~, bow to reunite the two partiea in Ierul ., aa to bring 
about f\mdaental unity and haraoD7 in the rank• ot Oemral Zionina ti. world oYer -
created ecandalou1 acene■ over the problem ot bow to exclude the Israeli General 
7.ioniste from attending thl ••sions ot the conterenoe or hair to reduce their npre­
Nnta\ion 1n Yin ot the tact that tbay did not participate in the Congnaa election• 
- eleotione which the Congnes Court conceded to hne been out.rapouely tnudulent 
although the Court did not have the coura19 to.._ the coneequenoe• and to daolare 
th•• election• illegal. 



.. 

Dr. Mateo Goldstein 

You describe oorreotly the deterioration which has taken place in Zionism since tht 
Congreas. It ia veey marked in the ranks ot the Zionist organization here. I know 
ot no remedy other than that which I have -been advocating tor the la st three years. 
I am not at all optimistic that t.he remedy will be adopted. I teal that there 1• 
very little that I peraonally can do about it. Had the General Zionist delegation• 
to the Confederation meeting in Jeruaalem not been eo obsessed with the notion ot 
nneutralitytt and the tetieh of •ving the Confederation, but had concentrated on the 
one focal issue - that of forcing reunification of the two Qeneral Zicnist partie1 
in Israel - something might have been accomplished. The theeia that tht General 
Zionist• ot the Diaspora must not be identified with the basic outlook and economic 
program ot the General Zionists in Israel is insincere in view ot the tact that the 
patched-up Confederation ot Oener.!ll Zionists is now supporting the part7 institution• 
and actirtties ot two General Zionist parties in Isrul which, or cour•, 11 doub~ 
illogical. rurtheniiore, it leaTes the field in the Diaapora entin>ly to the lisrachi, 
the Paole Zion, the Hashomer Hatzair, etc. - parties which are not aqueud.sh about 
such identification and have no intention to liquidate. 

Ae you know• I have championed a strong World Zionist Organization u well as a nrorw 
Oeneral Zionist Movement everywhere. I em afraic, however, that both. will eu.f'ter 
eerioue and rapid decline becaus the present government ot Israel, in. spite of going 
through oertain motions about a Charter, etc. to •tie,fT congreee reeolutione, rcall.1' 
wants neither. 

With kindest regards, I raiin 

)lost cordially yours, 

ABBA HILLEL SILVER 
AHS1ar 




