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Ir. Mateo Goldstein
Lavalle 257k
Buenos Aires, Argentina

My dear Dr, Mateos

Please pardon the long delay in answering your kind letter. I have been traveling
about a great deal, and my correspondence has unfortunately lagged,.

I read with much interest your letter. I share with you many of your reactions to
the present situation in Zionism, and more especially in General Zionism, and I am
afraid that things will get worse and not better, The dominant party now in control
of the govermment in Israel is determined to weaken organiszations of General Zionists
all over the world because they are allied directly or indirectly with the General
-Zionist party in Israel which constitutes the one serious threat to its hegemony,

The leaders of that party have,as:you know, systematically endeavored to undermind
the leaders of the General Zionists by attacking them on all occasions, the most re-
cent being the Ben-Curion outburst about the bankruptey of the American Zionist leader-
ship, while at the same time building up the prestige of non-Zionists in all things
which have to do with Israel, They centered their attack upon the General Zionists
of America because these represent the largest and the most influential group, but
it applies equally to General Zionists sverywhere,

The rift created among the General 7Zionists in Israel played directly into their
hands. It weakened the General Zionists in Israel and disrupted General Zionist or-
ganizations in all part$ of the world, bringing unparalleled confusion and controversy
into their renks,

I foresaw all this and warned against it, I was in Israel at the time that the split
took place and tried hard to avert it, but without success., Ever since that time

and up to the Congress, I endeavored to persuade the two groups in Israel to get to-
gether, I urged upon General Zionist organizations throughout the world to bring
pressure to bear upon the two groups in Israel to reunite. In this, too, I and like=-
minded friends were unsuccessful, The debacle which took place at the World Zionist
Congress was, of course, inevitable, The outcome was sealed by the fiasco which took
place in the pre-Congress meeting of the Confederation of General Zionists. At this
conference the General 7ionists, instead of devoting themselves to the one and only
crucial problem - namely, how to reunite the two parties in Israel so as to bring
about fundsmental unity and harmony in the ranks of Ceneral Zionists the world over -
created scandalous scenes over the problem of how to exclude the Israeli General
Zionists from attending the sessions of the conference or how to reduce their repre-
sentation in view of the fact that they did not participate in the Congress elections
- elections which the Congress Court conceded to have been outrageously fraudulent
although the Court did not have the courage to draw the consequences and to declare
these elections illegal,




Dr., Mateo Goldstein January 30, 1952

You describe correctly the deterioration which has taken place in Zionism since the
Congress, It is very marked in the ranks of the Zionist Organization here., I know
of no remedy other than that which I have been a dvocating for the la st three years,

I am not a% all optimistic that the remedy will be adopted, I feel that there is
very little that I personally can do about it, Had the General Zionist delegations
to the Confederation meeting in Jerusalem not been so obsessed with the notion of
"neutrality® and the fetish of saving the Confederation, but had concentrated on the
one focal issue - that of foreing reunification of the two General Zicnist parties
in Israel -~ something might have been accomplished, The thesis that the General
Zionists of the Diaspora must not be identified with the basic outlook and economic
program of the General Zionists in Israel is insincere in view of the fact that the
patched-up Confederation of General Zionists is now supporting the party institutions
and activities of two General Zionist parties in Israsel which, of course, is doub
illogicals Furthermore, it leaves the field in the Diaspora entirely to the Wisrachi,

the Pacle Zion, the Hashomer Hatzair, etc, = parties which are not squeamish about
such identification and have no in%ention to liquidate,

As you know, I have championed a strong World Zionist Organization as well as a strong
General Zionist Movement everywhere, I am afraid, however, that botk will suffer
serious and rapid decline because the present govermment of Isresl, in spite of going

through certain motions about & Charter, etc, to satisfy Congress resolutions, really
wants neither,

With kindest regards, T remhin

Most cordially yours,

ABBA HILLFIL SIIVER






