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DL- Day Letter 
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LC• Deferred Cabi. 
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DR ABBA HILLEL SI LVER= 

:BLACKSTO NE HOTEL CHGO= 

CLEVELAND 
OHIO 5 

DOCTOR MORGENSTER N AND I WISH TO DISCUS 11TH YOU PRIVATELY 
BEFORE YOVR ADDRESS HiRE SU DAY NIGHT A VERY IMPORTANT 
MATTER WHICH WE ARE SURE VILL INTEREST YOU GREATLY PLEASE 

WIRE IMMEDIATELY WHEN YOU WILL ARRIVE HERE AND WHETHER YOU 

CAN DINE WITH US SU NDAY EVE NING AT NETHERLA ND PLAZA REGARDS= 
Z DIE SENDRUCK 3421 MIDDLETON AVE. 

3421 
THE QUICKEST, SUREST AND SAFEST WAY TO SEND MONEY IS BY TELEGRAPH OR CABLE 



THE FACULTY 

Dr. Abb Hillel Silver 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver, 

THE HEBREW UNION COLLEGE 

CINCINNATI. OHIO 

Jo.nuury 5, 1938 

I received your t e legram. The matter we wanted to discuss with y ou concerns 
the American Academy for Jevdsh Research, of which you are a memt) er. At our l a st 

annual meeting (Dec. 26 in New York City), we d~cided to enlar ge t he activitie s of 
the academy and also to try to put it on a stead~r and firmer financi al b sis, a d for 
this pur ) ose v e w-ish t o approo.ch the various ·v effare Funds in orde r to b e i ncl uded 
in their anll.u 1 drives. Our fri ends, Ginzberg (who is the nevr pre sident ) , olfson, 
Baro• and others are convinced that this step mut b~ taken in order to make a 
seri 1US att empt t u estab l ish in this country a central, authorit&tive , and at the 
same time, productive instituti on for Jewish l eurning. 

The activities of t he ~cademy to date are well knoW11 t o you. le publish r eg
u larly the annual proceedings . t,e publi shed. the v olume , Ta'a:ait, by Milte r and we 
supported some publicutions (Lewi , 1'\_0.sovski ) in Palestine7---rn-thc l ast 3 ye ars 
we have m intained fully a r ese rch fellowship for a German r efugee ( Prof. f. Kisch). 
There is hope, however, the.nks to Dr. Cyr us dler, that ve will soon be r elieved of 
this rather considerable financial burde . We hbve , as you prob bl y know , worked 
out a number of projects , among them t he project of a cr i tical ect. ition of the iforks 
of I.iaimonidesJ thrae , f his mi or works have bee pr epa.1~ed (e. g., •• illot Hahiggayon 
by Efros, and others), al d .-re r eady f or pub l ication - yet we don ,-:r nave the •ails. 
Besides, there is a conside r able number of excellent younger scholars, AIItericans 
as well as German emigr es, v,ho cannot possibly be pl ced i n our few semi narie s 
and Vfho have to do al l k inds of degr ading work f or a. l i ving. 

In order, theref ore, to help the se men and to make them useful for the work 
for which they are r ea l l y pr epe.:ted and at the so.me til.1e to curry out with their 
help s o;, e of our .1_, r oj ects - in. a. word, in order to rCU:1.ke the Academy worthy of its 

e..Ine and to est blish this highe r, non-parti san instituti on which a J ewry the size 
of the one in Ame r ica should have, we f He 1 justified in o.~ proaching the 11elf r-:i. re 
FUllds for r egular support. Think ofthe German Akademie fUr die Hissenschnft des 
Judentums, founde d after the v1a.r and functioning a. little even now, which w s main
tained by the Gemeinden of Germany and employed a numbe r of younge r scholars (lt'ri tz 
Baer, Bamberger, Hawidowicz, and others) and published a series of excellent bo oks, 
amo•g them the several volumes of the .ne-w .oo.endelssohn edi tionJ ·why shouldn't a 
similar undertaking be possible here·! 

,ith a budget of only about t20000- 25000 a year we could do greo.t things. If 
the varioua. fede r ations and Welfare Ji'unds would give u not 7 ~ / ",,J ,J. 1e might 
call it f'..:J/\ "'J'~ , corresponding to ~)' ?ty11 ), but a y/lf'!. 
i.e. 1/1000 of their total quotas, we could reach the desired amount • 

... ,ow before we approach the individual connmmi tie s <e think that this national 
conventioa in ~i•cianati is just the right occasion to introduce this• cause to 
the Inally assembled r, o / ?i) - a d that you are the right mall to do it in your 
addre ' s. lf you feel, ar'we do, the great importance of this cause a.ad i troduce it 
in a general manner in your address, some supplement,ti c could be made from the 
floor in the follo1rnng gener o.1 diacu ;;i oion. _r. aorgeaa.ter•, uho i~ ver:1 enthuoiaa:rcic 
aoou"' vie pl n , 1. read "o 1.,ake "ne 1loor .t'"ter your addre ... i:s d :speak bou"t our 
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.January l}, 19~8 

Dr. z. Diee ndruok, 
~421 iddleton Avenue, 
Cincinnati, Ohio. 

I de.r Dr. Die endrucka 

I am sorry that I only had very 
brier moment to ep k to you 1 et Sund eveaing. 
Th r ~s no O? ortunit t th Bo rd Jeeting follo ing 
th public me tin tor is the u rition of the 
Am ricnn Aca 'emy !or Jie ish Re~ rah. The Board 
Meeting wris devot den ir ly o th a point ment 
or committees . I w uld .ugg~ t t t y u rit to 
the elf re fund of th ajor Jq i h communi tiee 
of Am rica o 1tl ninrr t orlc of th ~ Jc demy and 
asking to be indluded amonF their l ner·cta.ries. 
I aa inclined t believe that ou will reoeiv a 
good reepon!e. The 1 tter should be eign d by your&elt 
and eome of the other leadtng members o. the Acade y. 
You can get th names and addre ••• of :.he ·elftlre 
tunde from Mr. Shroder or Cincinnati, or from the 
office or the Council of J e•ish r e-rs t1.ons nd ~lf."• re 
Funds, Inc., 71 lest 47th Street, ew "' ork City. 

AHS1Blt 

With all good wiehee, I remain 

Moat cordially your~, 

• 
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American Academy For Jewish Research 
3080 BROADW A Y 

NEW YORK CITY 

President - Prof. Louis Ginzberg 

Vice-President, Prof. Zevi Diesendr.Ycl< 

Treasurer - Prof. Alexander Marx 

Corresponding Secretary - Prof. Ralph Marcus 

Recording Secretary - Prof. Shalom Spiegel 

3421 Liddleton hVenue 
Cincinnati , Ohio 
January G9, 1938 

Dr . Abba Hillel Silver 
E. 105th st . at ansel Hd . 
Cleve land, Ohio 

Dear Dr . Si lver, 

Thank you for y our letter of th r1 12th . At "t.he Cincinnuti c onvt,nti on 
1 .. orgenstc rn and I had occasi on tqconta.c t quite a number of people from various 
cities . I t was gr tifyin~ to se~ that al l of them showed quite o. rood underst nd
in~ of our cause . ~ea.re now sending fron New York formal e.pplice.tio s to the 
folf re Funds of those cities and Yle hope for a satisf actory result. ln each city 

,·re are a :, pro chi also members of our Academy or frie:ds of Jewish learning- to sup-
por t our application before the Welfare Boards. 

Probably by this time our a p 1licuticn has arrived at Cleveland . It is 
addressed. to you , I think., as president of the e ·ish Weli'u re F'und . I .rish, thour h , 
privately to call your attention to the petition because I don ' t know ho~ it 
vrill be pres ented to you of fici lly. I am enclosln an extr a copy of the e.p lic&.-
tion letter for your priv te rusal. 

I think I mo.de it cle r i my first letter that Tfe are Dllinly interested 
in etting a reiul"r annual a.lloc tion from the ,elf'are Funus . Only so will we be 
able to m ke plans und to e age neople for some lo.rger unde r tclr inrs. 

Your sur estion th t severaJ people si~n the a pplicttion letters is 
beinr carried out in a 1 i "htl. • dif1'er , 1t r:mnnor, n ,1e 1 , the, i.ain letter i ,.. si ... < ct 
by the r side 1t only, but so~ . .10 of us il'ite SL.. l"'.1c 4 • ry riv tL: :._(,ttc rs tr i d i· 
v ..:.c.t.: • _ s, : [; .... t • .... c;. 1 , vc . Should you need some additional information , Ginzberp.; 
or I will be, of cot,.rse , giad to supply it for you . Hopinr to heur f'rom you, I run 

Very cordially yours , 

//4:~ 
P• s . How am I doint; o.s a c ampaign s lesman'! From my little ca.mp l g,nin , and v.lso 

oui: of "cosmic SVl p·. thy 11 (stoico.llv spe kinr) , I c n reci te our job 
as SU[ er-su)rr u.~ . Prc~ i dcnt . 



President , Prof. Louis Ginzberg 

Vice,President , Prof. Zevi Diesendruck 

Treasurer , Prof. Alexander Marx 

Corresponding Secretary , Prof. Ralph Marcus 

P.ecording Secretary , Prof. Shalom Spiegel 

American Academy For Jewish Research 

3080 BROADWAY 

NEW YORK CITY 

January 

In making formal application to your Welfare Board for a grant 
to the American Academy for Jewish Research,beginning with the cur
rent year,may I briefly describe the Academy's work and indicate its 
purpose? 

The Academy,now in its eighteenth year,wae organized by a group 
of American Jewish scholars to promote research in Jewish history and 
religion and in Hebrew literature,and to secure for Jewish studies the 
recognition and support which they merit. 

At present the Academy has eighteen Fellows,connected with some 
of the leading universities and with the main Jewish theological sem
inaries in this country. These scholars represent various shades of 
Jewish belief and practice; as Fellows of the Academy they have a com
mon purpose,to organize here in America the research being done by in
dividual scholars in the Jewish field,and to make possible the publi
cation of important works requiring the collaboration of several schol
ars. 

With an annual budget hitherto of less than $5000 the Academy may 
record a number of notable achievments,euch as the publication of a 
critical edition of the Talmudic treatise,Taanit,by the late Professor 
Malter of Dropsie College,of a monumental Concordance to the Tosephta 
by Rabbi Kasowski of Jerusalem,and of several volumes of Proceedings 
of the Academy,containing contributions by some of the leading Jewish 
scholars of America. It is unfortunate that the Academy did not have 
the means to give a permanent form to the recent octocentennial cele
bration of the birth of Maimonides,which was observed by scholarly 
bodies throughout the world. If the Academy had possessed sufficient 
funds,it might have realized the plan,long considered by its Fellows, 
of publishing a critical edition of the works of Maimonides. 

Not least of the Academy's undertakings has been the establish
ment of a Research Fellowship,now held for the third successive year 
by Professor Guido Kisch,formerly of the University of Halle. Pro
fessor Kisch was one of the foremost historians of law in pre-Hitler 
Germany. As the Academy's Research Fellow he has been engaged on a 
significant study of the legal statue of the Jews in Germany. 

Hitherto the Academy has enjoyed support from only a small num
ber of individual philanthropists. Now,however,circumetances lay 
upon it specific obligations which it alone can fulfill,and so compel 



President , Prof. Louis Ginzberg 

American Academy For Jewish Research 
3080 BROADWAY 

NEW YORK CITY 

Vice--President , Prof. Zevi Diesendruck 

Treasurer , Prof. Alexander Marx 

Corresponding Secretary , Prof. Ralph Marcus 

P..ecording Secretary , Prof. Shalom Spiegel 

it to seek wider sources of revenue. We hope,therefore,that the var
ious Welfare Boards throughout the country will make it possible to 
increase the Academy's annual income to $25,000. This would enable 
the Academy to carry out the following program: 

1. Invite Jewish scholars in Germany,Poland,Rumania,Palestine 
and elsewhere to cooperate with the Fellows in tasks of Jewish 
research,and provide them with a means of self-support,of which 
present political conditions abroad have deprived them. 

2. Employ the services of young American and refugee Jewish 
scholars,whose special training in Hebrew and related fields can
not be put to use in existing institutions of learning,while,on 
the other hand,there is real need of just such specialized abil
ities in many parts of the broad field of Jewish learning. It 
is evident that these scholars can maintain themselves and their 
families only through opportunities such aa additional Research 
Fellowships would provide; and likewise,that Judaism can ill 
afford not to take fullest advantage of the creative labors of 
its trained scholars. 

,. Publish important scientific works which will bring to the 
attention of the learned world the contributions which the Jews 
have made to western culture and intellectual progress,thua mak
ing accessible the results of the researches conducted under the 
responsible supervision of the Academy. 

For these 
consideration. 
the history and 
promptly. 

projects the Academy asks your careful and sympathetic 
Should more detailed information be desired concerning 
policy of the Academy,it will be furnished gladly and 

Faithfully yours 

President 



Members and Fellows• 

Franklin Pierce Adame 
Cyrus Adler• 
Hymen Alpern 
Louie H. Bean 
Samuel Belkin 
Raphael A. Bendove 
Adelle Bildersee 
Abraham W. Binder 
Fra nz Boas• 
Abraham A. Brill• 
Alexander Brody 
Abraham Burstein 
Julius Burstein 
Benjamin N. Cardozo• 
Israel Chipkin 
Pinkhos Churgin 
Morris Raphael Cohen• 
Isador H. Coriat 
Israel Davidson• 
Bernard Drachman • 
Albert Einstein• 
J. D. Eisenstein* 
Louis M. Epstein 
Joseph Eron 
Mordecai Ezekiel 
Jacques Faitlowich* 
Louis Finkelstein 
Maurice Finkelstein 
Morris Fishbein• 
Alfred Frankenthaler 
Felix Frankfurter• 
Solomon B. Freehof 
Harry Friedenwald* 
Daniel Frohman• 
Emanuel Gamoran 
Jekuthiel Ginttrmrg 
Hyman Glanz 
Leopold Godowaky• 
Lazarus Goldschmidt• 
Israel Goldstein 
Abraham S. Halkin 
Milton Handler 
Leo L. Honor 
Moses Hy am son• 
Benjamin Jablons 
Frederick Jacobi 
Oscar I. Janowsky 
Leo Jung 
Maurice J. Karpf 
Elihu Katz 
Charles E. H. Kauvar 
Henry Keller 
Guido Kisch• 
Paul Klapper• 
Hans Kohn• 
Rebekah Kohut• 
Irving Lehman• 
Lee J. Levinger 
I. H. Levinthal 
Ludwig Lewisohn* 
H. L. Lurie 
David I. Macht 
Julian W. Mack• 
Wallace A. Manheimer 
Jacob Mann• 
Jacob R. Marcus 
Jerome Michael 
Richard B. Morris 
Abraham Myerson 
Arthur Nussbaum• 
George G. Ornstein 
Max Radin* 
Bernard Revel• 
Solomon A. Rhodes 
A. A. Roback 
Morrie Ryskind 
Bernard Sachs• 
Nathan Savitsky 
Samuel Schulman* 
J. L. Sharf man• 
Jacob Shatzky 
Bernard L. Shientag 
Abba Hillel Silver 
Milton Steinberg 
Henrietta Szold* 
Chaim Tchemowitz• 
Nisslm Touroff• 
UIUan Wald* 
Abel G. Warshaw1ky 
Samuel Weiss 
Franz Werfel• 
Harry A. Wolf1on• 
Joseph Yaaser 

THE JEWISH ACADEMY OP' ARTS AND SCIENCES 
INCO ... OIIA'NID 

ABRAHAM BUR■TEIN, ■KC'T 

48 WEST 83RD STREff 

N EW YORK 

The Academy will hold its annual meeting at the Jewish Center, 

131 West 86th Street, New York, at 8:30 Sunday evening, May 22, 1938. 

The speakers will be: 

Ludwig Lewisohn, honorary fellow of the Academy, on uJewish 

Literature in the Diaspora." 

Abraham Burstein, executive secretary of the Academy, on 

"Judaic Elements in Early American Literature." 

Academy Bulletin No. 5, to be published in the fall, consists of 

uJewish Thought in the Sachsenspiegel", by Professor Guido Kisch, 

honorary fellow. 

Bulletins are sent without cost to fellows and members, important 

publications, and the larger libraries. They are otherwise obtainable from 

the secretary or ordinary trade media. 
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