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CHAIRMAN, 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

LOUIS LIPSKY 

CAMPAIGN DIRECTOR 

ROBERT SILVERMAN 

Gfmerican Paksline Campatfjn 
OF THE 

Jewish Gf 9enclj for Pafesfin£ 
IN CO-OPERATION WITH 

PALESTINE FOUNDATION FUND ( KEREN HAYESOD) 

NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS, 

111 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK CITY 

TELEPHONE ALGONQUIN 4•3800 

May 8, 1935 

Dear Friend: 

Enclosei herewith, for your information, 
is a detailed finan~ial statement of consoli.iation 
activities to be carriei out by the Keren Hayesod 
during the 1934-35 fiscal period. 

As you know, the .American Palestine Cam­
paign is the fund-raising instrument of tne Keren 
Ha.yesod in the United States, e.e well as of tbe Central 
Bureau for the Settlement of German Jews in Palestine. 

Sincerely yours, 

Louie Lipsky 
Chairman 



Judge Julian ,r✓ • Muck 
233 Broadway 
New York City 

Dear Judge Mack: 

- - ·-- ~ • 

Juno 28 1 1935 

I have given much thought to the contents of your oral state­
ment to me a fortnight ago with regard to the deliberations of the 
committee appointed by the Administrative Committee of tm Jewish 
~gency. You infor111ed me that the purpose of the c orunittee was to 
nonsider the entire problem of gathering and disseminating the 
news from Palestine in the best intere sts of the Jewish people. 
The following ccnc!usions were reached: 

1. Your co111u1ittee felt that it was not desira~le that the 
control of the ne 7.,rs service from Pale st ine be in the hands of one 
person. 

2. Hmvever, it fe lt that it was equally undesirable that tm 
control of' ne·;vs fr om Pale stlno be ves · ed in t he .2:x0cutive of the 
Jewish Agency, because 

3. In eitre11 cc.s o tb.e impartiality of the service was not 
safeguarded. 

4. Your commi tteo was in favor of the appoi ntinont of a special 
oonm1ttee, to be olectod by the Jewish A(-:,o ncy for Pr. lestine and 
the Va.ad I,eumi in lc.lestine, which should control the work of tho 
Paloor. 

5. The connnitteo decided that Palcor should confine its work 
to tho gatheriri.g of news 111 Palestine anLl tho.t t l ... e J.'l'.A. should 
continue to give a :_;oncral Jowiah nov•s service. 

6. The co1!lr:1it 1 0e f'elt that Pale or waD doing its work well• 

7. It also felt that the J .•r .A. was rondorin °~ a valuable ser­
vioe to the Jewish Uom:1unity, and that it shou: d continue its work 
and merited the sup )Ort of the Jewish Corru:unity, 

I pointed out th f1 t it would be desi1•a l-.1le if a clash with re­
gs.rd to the distri1)ut ion of' news could bo avoided •1)y utilizing 
the J.T.A. for thj.LJ purpose, in order to avoid the co tinuation of 
the present metbo of' conui1eroial competition. I understood that 
this question v1 ould be taken up at the ~e.:-~t :neoting of the com­
mittee. 
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The resolution a '-Opted by the Administrative Committee of the 
Jewish Acency, I underst und , did not refer particularly to the 
J.T.A. However , since the oanmittee is to con.sider how the nows 
service . .from Palestine o ould be st be r0Gtlla ted in the interests 
of the Jewish people, would this not include also the considera­
tion of the question of whether the interests of the Jewish 
people could not be be~t served by an existinG news service, the 
J .T .A., and whether your committee should thereforo not pass on 
the quostian of whether the establisb.ment of a new service was 
altogether necessary? 

I wi8h to submit the following remarks with regard to the 
conclusions reached by your committee: 

(a) Palcor nas launched by the Executive without any inves­
tigation by that body with regard to tho valid ity of the charges 
which had been levelled against the J.T.A., and without any at ­
tempt whatever to c ammunicate with me and to explore ways and 
means to reach a satisfactory understs.nding with t.he J .T .A. 

(b) In the ve~y limited Jewish ne ws field , there is no room 
for two news services , making a continu0us c ompetitive struggle 
unavoidable. The interests of the Jewish peop le can only be 
harmed by such a state of affairs. 

(c) One of the ma in complaints a ninst the J.T.A. is that it 
is a private and not pu1 licly controlled ont8rpriso. Nevertheless 
the Palcor service has. been placed horo in the United State.;;., at 
the disposal of Seven Arts Feature Syndicate . This syndicato 
disseminates the Pa lcor service to the A1 g lo-Jcwish weeklies and 
thus tho Anglo-Jevrish weeklies which do not subscribe to the 
Seven Arts :Jyndicate do not receive Palcor news. In other words 
the Executive is backinG one private enterprise a ainst another. 
~ithout any desire to u e dorogatory langua!_se, it is roorely a 
statement oJ~ fact if I point out t mt the <.~even Arts S-,ndicate has 
never ma.intninod an international news service like the J.T.A., 
and does not employ correspondents or r eceive cables from every 
pa.rt of the world . T~!hile it styles itself a world- wide nows ser­
vice, its newu servico consists of a re-hash of reports whioh 
have appoar0d in the general and Jewish press . 

I V1ish to point out that with regard to the decision of your 
committee that Palcor should confine itself to Palestine , this 
decision coul d be easily circumvented if Palcor places its servio• 
at the disp osal of another private syndicate. 

(d) Your committee felt that it v,as not desi1•abla that the 
control of a news service be veGted in one pBrson. A considerablo 
numbor of the shares of the J .T .A . are held by Jewish oonnnunal 
leaders, and despite the idea entertained by the Executive , I am 
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not really tho owner of t.ho J .T .A., (a J.arge part of the holdings 
which I personally possess being due to for . 1·:Grburg ' s ha.itlng made 
me a present of •,r20,000 1:;orth of shares). 

However, it ic true that the mana 0emcnt and editorial direc­
tion of the J .T .ft . arc in rrry hands. As I hn ve pointed out pre ­
viously, when a meeting of representative Jewish loaders took 
place eight or nine yoar2 ago and the establishment of a. communal 
board was suggestod., it ·::e s Mr. Louis Marshall who urged that the 
J .T .A. should be free of communal control, a viewpoint whj_ch was 
unanimously adopted. 

The assumption of II one-man control 11 of tho J .T .A . is falla­
cious. The J .T ./ . serves a very large number of Jewish newspnporst 
qdhering to a large variety of viewpoints and party affiliations , 
and has al-v,ays had to guard itself 0.•.,8 il st any bias in order not 
to lose same of its newspaper subscribers. This constitutes a 
natural control and check on the work of any nows ~~ency., which 
like tho J .T •. h . v1ishes to serve tho press of a peo:J1e . In all the 
seventeen years of existence, not a single newspaper has discon­
tinued the sorvico of tl1e J.T . because of any partisanship it 
detected in our service• Even at this ti1r.e, in sJite of our con­
flict with the Execut ivc ., the majority of the official organs of 
the Zionist Organizatio1 are subscribers to the J.T.A., amongst 
them the official organs in Germany, South Africa, Czechoslovo.lda, 
otc. 

No co1T1-nittee can bo in effective control of a nows service. 
Reports cannot pass through the hands of a connnittee before pub­
lication. Its efficiency would be hopelessly destroyed• In no 
enterprise is the vestinc of authority in one person as necessary 
as in this work. 

(e) Your committee felt that the ne•,;s service should not be 
subject to tho contr ol of the Executive Jody, as this would con­
stitute control by a ol tical body. Ho,evor , it seems to me 
that the o.ppointment of a committee compose d o~ representatives 
of the Administrative Co1~unittoe of the Jewish 1 .. rs0ncy and of the 
Vaad Leumi would hardly change the situation. Such a committee 
would be composed of representatives of various parties . Inevi­
tably a news service thus controlled. would try to please every 
party represented on the · card, would t:i ivo a maximum of publicity 
to oach of these parties and abstain from publishinb any news 
that might be unfavorable ar displen si 't1-.) to them. Llultifarious 
control r1ould morely multiply all the undosirable fe tures which 
are germane to a c ontrollod news s01.,vic0. 

The conunitt00, which is contemplated ·with re gard tq Palcor, 
will be a1Jle to review rouorts only i_)Ost factum . Its actual con­
trol will be in tho hands of tho Zionist .w:;·:ecutive ., as those who 
are in cha1•ge of Pale or a r e of .:. icials of the Zionist Organization, 

. , 
-· 
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are employed by them and will inevitably receive their direction 
from them. 

As a matter of fact , what is required is not subjecting news 
service to any influence or control, but establishing stronger 
saf'eguards a ::,;ainst tampering with the freedom and independence of 
the gathering nnd disseminating of news. Experience has pro7en 
that governments and powerful orga.ni7,ations make systematic and 
persistent efforts to direct public opinion • They flood the press 
with publicity that is calculated to enhance their prestige, an:l 
withhold news that may adversely affect their prestige. We aro 
living today in an age of propaganda when most governments rule 
by its means• Independen-t nows services are indispensable in 
enabling the public to obtain an objective and well-proportioned 
picture of situations as they develop. 

Newspe.pors today are flooded to such an extent with skill­
fully prepared reports from official sources tha t p:caopaganda pene­
trates evon the mo st important newspapers more than is desirable 
for public interests. Every report that nffcots the interest of 
government or influential organizations is scrutinized by in­
terested parties• Reports are :frequently based on political con­
siderations and not on objectivity. It is n ot the organization 
but rather tho news service which is victimized or deliberately 
discredited whenever truth and party interest clash• Every state­
ment emanating from so-called official sources receives the utmost 
attention on the part of the press. It is not truo that any 
gov0rnment or organization is compelled to establish a news ser­
vice in order to reach the press effectively. Press departments 
invariably suffice ,and it is1 ~he public intero st that the output 
of officiol press departments should not be the only material 
which should direct public opinion. 

If the 1vashington Administration would in addition to the 
overwhelming amount of propaganda wb.ich emanates from every de­
pa.rtme nt, go a step further and establish a nows service, there 
would be a general outcry from the public and the press against 
this attempt to exercise control of the news. I carmot omphasize 
enough that a controlled nows sorvice is against tho best inter­
ests of tho Jewish people . 

The very elaborate machine for propaganda maintained by tho 
Exeoutive, the Keren Hayesod , Jewish National Pund , the many 
journeys taken on behalf of these or canizations, has created n 
situation in which the Jewish public is -propggandized in a one­
sidod manner. All activities that center about tbe official 
Zionist a gene ie s a1"'e emphasized, vvhile the wo1"' k performed by PIVA, 
the various economic corporations, and other organizations receive 
soa.nt attention. 
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The establishmont ef Palcor is due to this desire of further 
strengthening this hold on public opinion and to sha:p9 it 1n ao­
cordance with the interest of the Histadruth Vvhich exercises a 
cominating influenco in the Executive. This desire for a controll­
ed news service was intensified in connection wi t}}tho Stavsky case. 
The Labor Party instead of permitting justice to follow its jud­
icial course, injected itself into the case. Before Stavsky and 
Rosenblatt were convicted, it was frantically 0ndeavoring to con­
vince public opinion of their guilt• The fact that the J.T.A. 
gave wide publicity to the statement of a man like Chief Rabbi 
Cook and his appeal for a defense fund for Stavsky and Rosenblatt 
was deeply resented. When newspapers in every part of the world 
severely critioizod the manifesto issued by the Labor Party af'ter 
the ~aquittal of the men, there was not a single echo of this pro­
test to be found in the Pale or servico. It is this kind of de­
finitely biased service that is aimed at. 

Once more I would like to draw attention to tho undesirability 
of a news service controlled by official bodios . When situations 
arise where public opinion has to bo aroused against a policy or 
action of tho Palestine Administrati on or British Government, an 
official news service v.,rould :find itself VO!!"'J handicapped. It is 
true that in the past the Palestine Administration has even assumed 
that the J .T .A . was under the control of the Execut 1 v0 • Vv'i th re -
gard to tho J .T .A., the Executive had o.t least tho right to am­
phatically deny that it controlled th0 J.T.A. It will not enjoy 
tlhis right if the nevrs service from Palestine is p1 ac'ed under the 
control of a committee com'")osed of members of tro Jewish A0 ency and 
the Jewish National Council. It seoms to me most valid, strategic 
considerations speak against such a course. Nor does it seem to 
me desirable thn.t ins toad of an all inclusive general Jewish news 
service that t.h.ero should bo a si:ecial nows service from Palestine. 

I myself havo at all timos performed the work with the feel­
ing of serving a trust of the Jewish people. Your co1nmittee -was 
primarily guided by a consideration of how best the impartiality 
of a news service fror;1 Palestine could be safeguarded. While I 
still :maintain that an uncontrolled news service is preferable to 
any kind of control, it s eoms to me that if a. conuni ttee is to be 
appointed, it should not comprise members of various parties, but 
men who are above partisanship and who enjoy the confidence of the 
general puolic. 

My concrete 8Ug 0 estions are therefore: 

1. That Palcor should be transformed into t he Press Depart­
ment of the Executive. All its reports should be ma.de available 
to a.11 correspondents r.nd news agencies fr e of charge, and the 
commercialization of the information s01,,vice rendered by the 
Executive bo avoiclod. As a matter of' fact, nows, sta toments a.nd 



reports issued by tre }t~ocutive have always rece ivod tho ·widest 
possible attention frcm newsµ3pers. 

2. If despite the above argument s which merit most serious 
consideration, th.a committee novorthe less fee ls that a news ser­
vice should be publicly controlled, I wculd suggest that with 
regard to the work of the J .T .A. in Pale st ino, a c ommittoe be se­
lected consisting of JE r sons liko Pinchas Ruttenberg, Miss Hen­
rietta Szold, and one or two others who have kept themselves free 
from identification with any particular party. I am prepared to 
transfer the voting powe r of the shares I hold in the Palestine 
branch of our Agency to such a committee,giving it tho power of 
exercising supervision over the editorial work of our Agency. 

3. I would be equa lly preparod to vest the voting power for 
similar purposes in a committee composed of persons who are above 
partisanship in New Yor k as well as in London . 

4. I would sug e st that thi s arrangeme nt be made for a period 
of five years in order to test its usefulness and effio4e¥Q 

May I in conclusion say tha t at th· s crucial time, when the 
Jewish situntion has assumed gr avo as peotsof unprecedented scope 
that a truly powerful new s servi c0 enjoying the confidence of tho 
press of the worl d, r cp1"0sents a .f'lUlda.ri10ntal need for our people• 
And that it is i mperative i n t ho bes t i rll:t crosts of our people that 
the present comme rcial competitive f i ght between t wo agencies b6 
ended. 

The pr oposals c onta i ned in this lo t te r I trust will impress 
your committoo as being impersonal in na ture arrl. 0ntirely motivat­
od by the desire to find a solution which would bo constructive 
and serve the welfar e of our people. 

JL/F 

Sincerely yours , 

JACO ~::, LA.11DAU , 
Managi ng Dir o ct or 
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INCLUDING 

PALESTINE FOUNDATION FUND ( KEREN HAYESOD) 

100 EAST 42ND STREET, NEW YORK CITY 

TELE .. HONC ASHLAND 4-0~20 

Miss Bessie Kline 
Secretary to Rabbi Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Dear MiJ s Kline: 

July 29, 1935. 

I am· returning her with t he partial 
r eceipt of the Cl eveland Jewish Welfare Fund to 
Rabbi Sil ver, wit h a signed certificat e, which 
Rabbi Sil ver may use to secure his credentials as 
delegate to the Zionist Congr s . 

am 

SB 

1th many thanks for your reply, I 

Very sincerely yours , 

·~~ -- - , .. 
Robert Silverman 
CaJDpaign Director 



MR. MAX MYERS, Treasurer 

The Jewish Welfare Federation 

1900 Euclid Avenue-Room 605 

CLEVELAND, OHIO 




