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HONORARY CHAIRMEN

CYRUS ADLER
HERBERT H. LEHMAN
JULIAN W. MACK
FELIX M. WARBURG
STEPHEN S. WISE

NATIONAL CHAIRMEN
WILLIAM M. LEWIS
LOUIS LIPSKY
JAMES MARSHALL
MORRIS ROTHENBERG
ELIHU D. STONE
NATHAN STRAUS

TREASURERS

JACOB H. COHEN
HARRY L. GLUCKSMAN
ABRAHAM LIEBOVITZ

CHAIRMAN,
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

LOUIS LIPSKY

CAMPAIGN DIRECTOR
ROBERT SILVERMAN

Gfmer[can Poalestine Gampcu'qn

OF THE

Jewis/z quency /or Pulestine

IN CO-OPERATION WITH
PALESTINE FOUNDATION FUND (KEREN HAYESOD)

NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS:
111 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK CITY

TELEPHONE ALGONQUIN 4-3600

Dear Friend:

Enclosei herewith, for your information,

is a Qetailed financiel statement of consoliidstion
activities to be carried out by the Keren Hsyesod
during the 1934-35 fiscal period.

As you know, the American Palestine Cam-
paign is the fund-raising instrument of tne Keren
Hayesod in the United States, es well as of the Central
Bureau for the Settlement of German Jews in Palestine,

Sincerely yours,

;QVM% ‘{1;’15

Louis Lipsky
Chairman




June 28,1935

Judge Julian . Mack
233 Broadway
New York City

Dear Judge MNack:

I nave given much thought to the contoents of your oral state-
ment to me a fortnight ago with regard to the deliberations of the
committee appointed by the Administretive Committee of the Jowish
Agency. You informed me that the purpose of the coamittee was to
consider the entire problem of gathering and disseminating the
news from Palestine in the best interests of the Jewish people.
The following cmclusions were reached:

1. Your comnittee felt that 1t was not desiravle that the
control of the news service from Palestine be in the hands of one
person.,

2. However, it felt that it was equally undesirable that the
control of news from Palestine be vested in the ixecutive of the
Jewlish Agency, because

3, In either coasc the impartiality of the service was not
safeguarded.

4, Your committee was in favor of the appointment of a speclal
committee, to be elected by the Jewish Agcncy for relestilne and
the Vaad JTeuml in felestine, which should control the work of tho
Palcor .

5. The committee decided that Palcor should confine 1ts work
to tho gathoring of news in Palestine and that tiie J.T.A. should
continue to give a zoncral Jewish nows service.

6, The committee felt that Palcor was doing 1ts work well.

7., It also felt that the J.T.A. was rondering a valuable ser-
vice to the Jewish Community, and that it should continue 1ts work
and merited the support of the Jewish Comrmnlty.

I pointed out that it would be desirahle if a clash with re-
gard to the distribution of news could be avolded Dby utilizing
the J.T.t. for this purpose, in order to avoid the continuation of
the present method of comumerclal competition. 1 understood that
this question would be taken up at the ne:xt mecting of the com=
mittee.
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The resolution adopted by the Administrative Committee of the
Jewlsh Agency, I understand, did not refer particularly to the
J.T.A, However, since the committee is to consider how the nows
service from Palestine could best be regulated in the interests
of the Jewish people, would this not include also the considera-
tion of the question of whether the interests of the Jewish
people could not be best served by an existing news service, the
J.TA,., and whether your committee should therefore not pass on
the questiam of whethcor the establishment of a new service was
altogether necessary?

I wish to submit the following remarks with regard to the
conclusions reached by youwr committeo:

(a) Palcer was launched by the Execcutive without any inves~
tigation by that body with regard to tho validity of the charges
which had been levelled against the J.T.A., and without any at-
tempt whatever to communicate with me and to explore ways and
means to reach a satisfactory understanding with the J.T.A.

(b) In the vefy limited Jewilsh news fiold, there is no room
for two news services, making a continuous competitive struggle
unavoidable, The intere¢sts of the Jewish pecople can only be
harmed by such a state of affairs.

(c) One of the main complaints against the J.T.A, 18 that it
ls a private and not publicely controlled onterprise. Nevertheless
the Palcor service had been placed herc in the United States at
the disposal of Seven Arts Feature Syndicate. This syndicate
disseminates the Palcor service to the Anglo~Jewish weeklies and
thus the Anglo-Jowish weeklies which do not subscribe to the
Seven Arts Syndlcate do not receive Palcor news. In other words
the Executive is backing one privatc enterprise against another.
Without any doslre to use dorogatory language, it is merely a
statemont of fact if I point out that the Ceven Arts Sgndicate has
never malntainod an international news service like the J.T.A.,
and does not employ correspondents or rcceive cables from every
part of the world, While it styles itself a world-wide nows ser-
vice, 1ts nows servico consists of a re-hash of rcports which
have appcared in the general and Jewish pross.

I wish to point out that with regard to the decision of your
committee that Palcor should confine itself to Palestine, this
declsion could be easlly circumvented if Palcer places its service
at the disposal of another private syndicate.

(d) Your committee felt that it was not desirable that the
control of a news service he vested in one merson. A considerablo
number of the shares of the J.T.A. are held by Jewish communal
loaders, and dospite the 1dea entertained by the Executive, I am
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not rcally the owner of the J.T.A., (2 large part of the holdings
which I personally posscss belng due to lir, arburg's having made
me a present of 320,000 worth of shares).

However, 1t is true that the management and editorial direc-
tion of the J.T.A,. arc in my hands. As I have pointed out pre-~
viously, when a mecting of ropresentative Jowlsh locaders took '
place eight or nine ycars ago and the establishment of a communal
board was suggestoed, it wes Mr. Louls Marshall who urged that the
J.T.A. should be free of communal control, a viewpolnt which was
unanimous ly adopted.

The assumption of "onoc-man control" of the J.T.A. is falla-
cious. The J.T.A. serves a very large number of Jewlsh newspapors,
gdhering to a large varioty of viewpoints and party affiliations,
and has always had to guard itself aczainst any bias in order not
to lose sane of its newspaper subscribers. This constitutes a
natural control and check on the work of any ncws anency, which
like the J.T .2+ wishes to gserve tho press of a people. In all the
sevonteon years of existence, not a singlc nowspaper has discon=-
tinued the service of the J.T.A. because of any partisanship it
detected in our services KEgyen at this time, in svite of our con-
flict with the Executive, the ma jority of the official organs of
the Zionist Organigzatlon are subscribers to the J.T.A., amongst
them the official organa in Germany, South Africa, Czechoslovakia,
otc.

No committee can e in offective control of a news service.
Reports cannot pass through the hands of a camnittee before pub-
lication. 1Its efficlency would be hopelessly destroyede In no
enterprisc is the vestlng of authority in one person as necessary
28 in this work,

(6) Your committeo folt that the news sorvice should not be
sub ject to tho control of the Lxecutive body, as this would con=-
stitute control by a political body. However, it seems to me
that the appointment of a committeoe composed of reprosentatives
of the Administrative Coumittee of the Jewish Agency and of the
Vaad Leumi would hardly change the situatione Such a committee
would be comnosed of representatives of various parties. Inevie
tably a news service thus controlled would try to please every
party representod on the board, would givo a maximum of publicity
to each of these parties and abstain from publishing any news
that might be unfavorable or displeasing to them. Iltifarious
control would merely multiply 2ll the undosirable features which
are germano to a controlled news scrvice.

The committeo, which is contemplated with regard tqQ Palcor,
will be able to review roports only post factwan., Its actual cone-
trol will be in the hands of the Zlionist ixecutive, as those who
are in charge of Palcor are officlals of the Zionist Organization,
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are employed by them and will inevitably receive thelr direction
from them.

As a matter of fact, what is required is not subjecting news
sorvice to any influence or control, but ostablishing stronger
safeguards asalnst temporing with the freedom and independence of
the gathoring and disseminating of news. Exverience has proven
that governments and powerful organizations make systematic and
persistent efforts to direct public oplnion. They flood the press
with publicity that is calculated to enhance their prestige, and
withhold news that may adversely affect thelr prestige. We are
living today in an age of propaganda when most govermments rule
by its means. Independent nows services are indispensable in
enabling the public to obtain an objective and well-proportioned
picture of situations as they develop.

Newspepors today are flooded to such an extent with skill-
fully prepared reports from officlal sources that propaganda pene-
tratos even the most important newspapers more than is desirable
for public intercsts. Bvery report that affects the interest of
government or influential organizations is scrutinized by in-
terestod partiese Roports are frequently based on political con=-
siderations and not on objectivity., It is not the organizatlon
but rathor the news service which 1s vietimized or doliberately
diseredited whenever truth and party interest clash. Every state-
ment emanating from so~called official sources receives the utmost
attention on the part of the pross. It 1s not truo that any
govornment or organization is compelled to establish a news ser-
vico in order to reach the pioss offectivoly. Press departmonts
inveriably suffice,and it is*¥he public intercst that the outpub
of official pross dopartments should not be the only material
which should dircct public oplinion.

If the Washington Administration would in addition to the
overwhelming amount of propaganda which emanates from every de-
partment, go a step further and establish a news service, there
would be a general outecry from the public and the press agalnst
this attempt to exercise control of thec news, I camnot omphasize
enough thet a controlled nows sorvice is against tho best lnter-
ests of the Jewlsh people.,

The very olaborate machino for propaganda maintalned by the
Executive, the Keren Hayesod, Jowish National Iund, the many
journeys takon on bchalf of theso orgenizations, has created a
situation in which the Jowish public is vropggandized in a ono=
sidod manner. All activities that center sbout the official
Zionist agencies are emphasized, while the work porformed by PIUA,
the various economic corporations, and other organizations roceive
geant attention,.
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The establishmont B8f Palcor is due to this desire of further
strengthening this hold on public opinion and to shape it in ao-
cordance with the interest of the Histadruth which exerclses a
cominating influenco in the Executive. This desire for a controll-
od news service was intensified in connection withfho Stavsky case.
The Labor Party instead of permitting justice to follow its jud=-
icial course, injected itself into the case. Before Stavsky and
Rosenblatt were convicted, it was frantically endeavoring to con-
vince public opinion of their gullt. The fact that the J.T.A.
gave wide publicity to the statoment of & man like Chief Rabbl
Cook and his appeal for a defonse fund for Stavsky and Rosenblatt
was deeply resentod. When newspapers in every part of the world
severely criticizod the manifesto 1ssued by the Labor Party aftor
the goquittal of the mon, there was not a single echo of this pro-~
test to be found in the Palcor servico, It is this kind of de=-
finitoly biased sorvice that is aimed at,

Once more I would like to draw attention to tho undesirability
of a news scrvice controlled by official bodlos. When situations
arise where public opinion has to bc aroused against a policy or
action of the Palestine Administration or British Governmont, am
official nows service would find itself very handicapped. It is
true that in the pest the Palestine Administration has even assumed
that the J.T.A. was undor the control of the Executive. With re-
gard to the J.T.h., the Executive had at least the right to om-
phatically deny that 1t controlied the J.T.A. It will not enjoy
this right if the news service from Palestine 1s placed under the
control of a committes composed of members of the Jewlsh Agency and
the Jewish National Council. It seoms to me most valid, strateglc
considorations speak agasinst such a course., Nor does it seem to
me desirablo that instoad of an all incluslve general Jewlsh news
service that there should bo a special news service from Palestine.

I myself have at all timos porformed the work with the feel-
ing of serving a trust of the Jewish poople. Your committee was
primarily guided by a consideration of how best the impartiallty
of a news service fraan Pelestine could be safeguarded. While I
st111 maintain that an uncontrolled news service is preferable to
any kind of control, 1t seoms to me that if a committee 1s to be
appointed, it should not comprisc members of various parties, but
men who are above partisenship and who onjoy the confidenco of the
general public, '

My concrete suggestlions are therefore:

1., That Palcor should be transformed into the Press Depart=-
ment of the Bxecutive. All its reports should be made availlable
to all correspondonts and news agencics frae of charge, and the
commercialization of the information sorvice rendered by the
Executive bo avoidod. As a matter of fact, nows, statoments and
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reports issued by the Ezocutive have always received tho -wildest
possible attention fram newspapers,

2. If despito the above arguments which merit most serious
consideration, the committee novertheless feels that a news ser-
vice should be publicly controlled, I would suggest that with
regard to the work of the J,T.A, in Palestino, a committee be se=
locted consisting of persons liko Pinchas Ruttenberg, Miss Hen-
rietta Szold, and one or two others who have kept themselves free
from identification with any particular party. I am prepared to
transfor the voting power of the shares I hold in the Palestine
branch of our Agency to such a committee,giving it tho power of
exercising supervision over the editorial work of our Agency.

3. L would be equally prepared to vest the voting power for
similar purposes in a committee composed of persons who are abovo
partisanship in New York as well as in London.

4, I would suggest that this arrangement be made for a period
of five years in order to test its usefulness and efficdeys

May I in conclusion say that at thls crucial time, when the
Jewish situation has assumed grave aspestsof unprecedented scope
that a truly powerful news service enjoying the confidence of the

press of the world, rovpressnts a fundamental need for our people.
And that it is impcrative in the best imborests of our people that
the presont commerclal competitive fight botween two agencies be
onded .

The proposals containod in this lotter I trust will impress
your committeo as being lmporsonal in nature and ontirely motivat~
ed by the desire to find a solution which would be constructive
and serve the welfaro of our people.

Sincerecly yours,

JACO: LAMNDAU,
Managing Dircctor




Robert Silvernun, “xecutive Director,
Aericcn rilestine Compaign,

111 ¥ Sfﬂ’l AV..Q

Bew Toxke, MY,

iy deur M». Sllverons Res pour lether of July 19

In Pedhi Silvepr's acosence I am taiking the lidberty
of sending to you for your signature the treagurerts
Pocaipnt covering Rocl Silvar's na¥l vayment %o the 1906
Cleveland Jeuigh “elf.ze Mand Capalgn of shich the

ssrican Falestine “wmpsign io o sabsidiary. Please
return the receipt as 2002 as posaidle g0 th . § I may
gond it So Rabol Sdlver who is now shrwd and who 19
rlacuing 0 attend the World Zionist Congress as a
dsleg.te of the “ioaist Fr anization of Anericn.

#4ith hest wighes, I remain
Very slacersly yours,

Secretary to Rabbi Silver.
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SECRETARY J’uly 29, 1935.

CHARLES RESS

CHAIRMAN,
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

LOUIS LIPSKY
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR Miss Bessie Kline
ROBERT SILVERMAN Secretary to Rabbi Silver
The Temple
Cleveland, Ohio.

Dear Ms s Kline:

I am returning herewith the partial
receipt of the Cleveland Jewish Welfare Fund to
Rabbi Silver, with a signed certificate, which
Rabbi Silver may use to secure his credentials as
delegate to the Zionist Congress,

¥ith many thanks for your reply, I

Very sincerely yours,

<::;iL¥%4;?E:22535144h¢¢bt¢r/’

Robert Silvermen
Cempaign Director




MR. MAX MYERS, Treasurer

The Jewish Welfare Federation
1900 Euclid Avenue — Room 605

CLEVELAND, OHIO






