*x

AMERICAN JEWISH
ARCHIVES
R

Abba Hillel Silver Collection Digitization Project

Featuring collections from the Western Reserve Historical Society and
The Jacob Rader Marcus Center of the American Jewish Archives

MS-4787: Abba Hillel Silver Papers, 1902-1989.
Series |: General Correspondence, 1914-1969, undated.
Sub-series A: Alphabetical, 1914-1965, undated.

Reel Box Folder
35 12 843

Jewish Agency, "A", 1947-1948.

Western Reserve Historical Society American Jewish Archives
10825 East Boulevard, Cleveland, Ohio 44106 3101 Clifton Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220
(216) 721-5722 (513) 487-3000

wrhs.org AmericanJewishArchives.org






May 18, 1947

Dr, Oswaldo Aranha
United Nations General Assembly
nulhing nQﬂdOW‘, N.Y.

My dear Dr, Aranhag

May I express to you my profound admiratiom for the
manner in which you conducted the special session of the
General Assembly of the United Nations which held its final
meeting yesterday. It was on the highest parliamentary pl ne
and evoked the admiration of everyone.

May I especially express to you my thanks for the unfailing
courtesy which you showed to the members of the Jewish Agency and
for the manner in which you championed the right of the Jewish Agency
to be heard at the Assembly of the United Nations, Your attitude
was most heartening and placed us under obligation to you and to
the great country which you so nobly represented, I trust that
I may have the pleasure of meeting you personally before long.

¥ith all good wishes, I remain

Very sincerely yours,




SYDBEY (ADSTRALIL)
EEARTIEST CONVENTION GREETINGS STOP PRESENT SITUATION

CALLS FOR GREATER UNITY AND VIGILANCE THAR TVER CGRATIFYING YOU ARB

RALLYING ALL FORCES FOR PROGRAN OF CTATEHOOD AS ONLY SQLUTION PROBLEN
JE¥ISH HOMELESSNESS

ABBA HILLEL SILVER
PRTSIDIRT ZIOEICT ORGANIZATION AMERICA
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Tel. WOrth 2-2038

United Labor Zionist Party

of the United States and
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305 BROADWAY, Room 410
NEW YORK 7, N. Y,

Central Committee
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Rabbi Dr, Abba Hillel Silver
c/o Jewish Azency for Palestine
16 East 66th Street,

New York, N.,Y.

Dear Rabbi Dr, Silver:

On the eve of my return home I would like
to take this opportunity to express my sincere

gratitude for the sympathy and asslistance you
were kind enough to give me.

I take with me the good feeling of new
friends and acqugintances, I hope that in our
devotion to, and D6ur vigorous efforts &én behalf
of our common aims, we shall meet again.

I extend to you my invitation to regard
my home Givat Hayim, as your home whenever you
visit Eretz Israel.

Best wishes to you and to yours, Lehitraoth
Beartzenu,

Sincerely yours,

‘76/61'~%kaMQﬁ\
BEN AHARON
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LAW OFFICES OF

ALFANGE & FRIEDMAN

9 st 40 Sbvect, NocwrZork

PHILIP A. FRIEDMAN TELEPHONE LEXINGTON 2-8210
ROBERT J. SCHWARTZ
JULIUS FEIGENBAUM

October 29, 1947

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver
Jewish Agency for Palestine
16 East 66th Street

New York, N. Y.

Dear Dr. Silver:

Adolph Berle advised me that he is doing his very

best with the Cuban delegate, Mr. Belt.

Meanwhile, I have been speaking to the members of
the Greek delegation. As you know, they are non-
committal at the present time because of their
interestsin the Middle East. However, I shall
continue my efforts with them.

Sincerely,

DEAN ALF%GE 2 I




A distinguished Moslem spokesman,

in a message to America, states

his peoples’ case on Palestine

As the Arabs

see the |ews

by Hs Hayesty \BDULLMI

AM especially delighted to address an

American audience, for the tragic prob-
lem of Palestine will never be solved without
American understanding, American sympa-
thy, American support.

So many billions of words have been
written about Palestinc—perhaps more than
on any other subject in history—that I hesi-
tate to add to them. Yet I am compelled to
do so, for I am reluctantly convinced that
the world in general, and America in par-
ticular, knows almost nothing of the true
case for the Arabs.

We Arabs follow, perhaps far more than
you think, the press of America. We are
frankly disturbed to find that for every word
printed on the Arab side, a thousand are
printed on the Zionist side.

There are many reasons for this: You
have many millions of Jewish citizens in-
terested in this question. They are highly
vocal and wise in the ways of publicity.
There are few Arab citizens in America,
and we are as yet unskilled in the technique
2+ modern propaganda.

The results have been alarming for us. In
your press we see a horrible caricature and
are told it is our true portrait. In all justice,
we cannot let this pass by default.

Our case is quite simple: For nearly 2,000
years Palestine has been almost 100 per cent
Arab. It is still preponderately Arab today,
in spite of enormous Jewish immigration.
But if this immigration continues we shall

24

King Abdullah—
one of the top leaders
of the Arab world

KING OF TRANS-JORDAN

=» This remarkable statement
by a leading Arab spokesman is
of world-wide news significance.
It clarifies for the first time the
position of the Arab people on
the tragic problem of Palestine.

THE AMERICAN MAGAZINE
publishes it for these reasons and
not because we agree with the
views expressed.

Next month we will publish
a similar message from Dr.
Abba Hillel Siiver, Chairman of
the American Section, Jewish
Agency for Palestine, an out-
standing Zionist leader, clarify-

ing the opposing position.

Like other Arabs, King Ab-
dullah looks upon Palestine as
an integral part of the united
Arab world, and so he writes of
Palestine as ‘‘our country.”—
The Editor.

East of the River Jordan from

Palestine lies Abdullal’s independ-

ent kingdom, which was once a
part of Palestine

soon be outnumbered—a minority in our
own home.

Palestine is a small and very poor country,
about the size of your state of Vermont. Its
Arab population is only about 1,200,000.
Already we have had forced on us, against
our will, some 600,000 Zionist Jews. We are

threatened with many hundreds of thou-
sands more.

Our position is so simple and natural that
we are amazed it should even be questioned.
It is exactly the same position you in
America take in regard to the unhappy
European Jews: You are sorry for them,




PHOTOS BY PRESS ASSN. AND KEYSTONE

A shipload of Jewish refugees headed for Palestine. ** It is Ameri-
can money,” says Abdullah, ** which hires or buys the refugee ships™

but you do not want them in your country.

We do not want them in ours, either. Not
because they are Jews, but because they are
foreigners. We would not want hundreds of
thousands of any foreigners in our country,
be they Englishmen or Norwegians or Bra-
zilians or whatever.

Think for a moment: In the last 25 years
we have had one third of our entire popu-
lation forced upon us. In America that
would be the equivalent of 45,000,000 com-
plete strangers admitted to your country,
over your violent protest, since 1921. How
would you have reacted to that?

Because of our perfectly natural dislike of
being overwhelmed in our own homeland,
we are called blind nationalists and heartless
anti-Semites. This charge would be ludicrous
were it not so dangerous.

No people on earth have been less “anti-
Semitic” than the Arabs. The persecution of
the Jews has been confined almost entirely
to the Christian nations of the West. Jews,
themselves, will admit that never since the
Great Dispersion did Jews develop so freely
and reach such importance as in Spain when
it was an Arab possession. With very minor
exceptions, Jews have lived for many cen-
turies in the Middle East, in complete peace
and friendliness with their Arab neighbors.

Damascus, Bagdad, Beirut, and other
Arab centers have always contained large
and prosperous Jewish colonies. Until the
Zionist invasion of Palestine began, these

Jews received the most generous treatment
—far, far better than in Christian Europe.
Now, unhappily, for the first time in history,
these Jews are beginning to feel the effects
of Arab resistance to the Zionist assault.
Most of them are as anxious as we Arabs
to stop it. Most of these Jews who have
found happy homes among us resent, as we
do, the coming of these strangers. . . .

I was puzzled for a long time about the
odd belief which apparently persists in
America that Palestine has somehow ‘“al-
ways been a Jewish land.” Recently an
American [ talked to cleared up this mys-
tery. He pointed out that the only things
most Americans know about Palestine are
what they read in the Bible. It was a Jewish
land in those days, they reason, and they
assume it has always remained so.

Nothing could be farther from the truth.
It is absurd to reach so far back into the
mists of history to argue about who should
have Palestine today, and 1 apologize for
it. Yet the Jews do this, and I must reply to
their “historic claim.” I wonder if the world
has ever seen a stranger sight than a group
of people seriously pretending to claim a
land because their ancestors lived there
some 2,000 years ago!

If you suggest that I am biased, I invite
you to read any sound history of the period
and verify the facts.

Such fragmentary records as we have in-
dicate that the Jews were wandering nomads

from Iraq who moved to southern Turkey,
came south to Palestine, stayed there a short
time, and then passed to Egypt, where they
remained about 400 years. About 1300 B.C.
(according to your calendar) they left Egypt
and gradually conquered most—but not all
—of the inhabitants of Palestine.

It is significant that the Philistines—not
the Jews—gave their name to the country;
“Palestine™ is merely the Greek form of
“Philistia.”

Only once, during the empire of David
and Solomon, did the Jews ever control
nearly all—but not all—the land which is
today Palestine. This empire lasted only 70
years, ending in 926 B.C. Only 250 years
later the Kingdom of Judah had shrunk to a
small province around Jerusalem, barely
a quarter of modern Palestine.

In 63 B.C. the Jews were conquered by
the Roman Pompey, and never again had
even the vestige of independence. The Ro-
man Emperor Hadrian finally wiped them
out about 135 A.D. He utterly destroyed
Jerusalem, rebuilt it under another name,
and for hundreds of years no Jew was per-
mitted to enter it. A handful of Jews re-
mained in Palestine but the vast majority
were Killed or scattered to other countries,
in the Diaspora, or the Great Dispersion.
From that time Palestine ceased to be a
Jewish country, in any conceivable sense.

This was 1,815 years ago, and yet the
Jews solemnly pretend they still own Pales-
tine! If such fantasy were allowed, how the
map of the world would dance about!

Italians might claim England, which the
Romans held so long. England might claim
France, “homeland” of the conquering
Normans. And the French Normans mighi
claim Norway, where their ancestors origi-
nated. And, incidentaily, we Arabs might
claim Spain, which we held for 700 years.

Many Mexicans might claim Spain,
“homeland™ of their forefathers. They might
even claim Texas, which was Mexican until
100 years ago. And suppose the American
Indians claimed the *“*homeland” of which
they were the sole, native, and ancient oc-
cupants until only some 450 years ago!

[ AM not being facetious. All these claims
are just as valid—or just as fantastic—as the
Jewish *‘historic connection™ with Palestine.
Most are more valid.

In any event, the great Moslem expansion
about 650 A.D. finally settled things. It
dominated Palestine completely. From that
day on, Palestine was solidly Arabic in
population, language, and religion. When
British armies entered the country during
the last war, they found 500,000 Arabs and
only 65,000 Jews.

If solid, uninterrupted Arab occupation
for nearly 1,300 years does not make a
country “Arab,” what does?” . . .

The Jews say, and rightly, that Palestine
is the home of their religion. It is likewise
the birthplace of Christianity, but would
any Christian nation claim it on that ac-
count? In passing, let me say that the
Christian Arabs— (Continued on page 122)
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‘look inside the warehouse. It wasn’t much,
but it was his only chance.

*“Advance to be recognized!™

The tall man on the left strode ahead of
the others, the twin stars on his cap and
shoulders gleaming with a dull splendor.
Eddie had a flash impression of gray hair
and penetrating gray eyes. His own eyes
fixed in space, he barked **Halt!™ and pre-
sented arms.

The General saluted. ** Everything in or-
der here, is it?”

“Yes, sir!” Eddie said between his teeth.

The General's eyes traveled over him with
methodical detachment. “*You know what
to do in case of fire?”

“In case of fire, sir, I fire my piece in the
air once, and call out loudly, ‘Fire!" Then,
sir, | proceed to waken any occupants of the
building who may be sleeping—"

“Very good,” the General said. “Cor-
poral, your men seem familiar with their
regulations.”

" Yes, sir.” Scarlotti’s voice was tremulous
with relief. He stepped up beside the Gen-
eral and cleared his throat. **Soldier—"

EDDIE had a sudden foreboding. In that
moment he knew, beyond any experience
of his own, that Scarlotti was not content
to let matters stand as they were. Scarlotti
could not resist this opportunity to show
off.

“Soldier,” he said, “repeat for the Gen-
eral your Second General Order.”

Eddie swallowed. The page of the manual
which had been so clear before him an in-
stant ago was blank. The black printed
words receded somewhere into the depths of
his memory. The faces, the impatient ex-
pectant faces of the General, the Colonel,
and the Corporal of the Guard blotted out
everything else.

“Speak up!”

*Oh, never mind. Never mind that now,
Corporal,” the General broke in. “It’s the
fire precautions I'm interested in tonight.”
He flipped another salute toward Eddie and
crossed over to his sedan. One foot on the
running board, he paused. “By the way,
Corporal, what is that order?”

*Sir?" Scarlotti’s hands flattened along
the seams of his trousers.

*““Maybe you can help us out, Colonel,”
the General suggested.

There was a long silence. The Colonel
coughed. **Suppose you tell us, General,” he
said testily, “since obviously you know the
answer.

“Certainly,” the General said. “I will.”
He pinched his lower lip and frowned. *It
will come back to me in a minute.”

Eddie swayed forward on the balls of his
feet, straining in sympathy with the Gen-
eral’s mental effort. The Colonel folded his
arms across his chest. The night was so
hushed Eddie could hear moisture dripping
from the eaves of the roof. And then, from
behind him, rose the gentle but unmistak-
able rhythm of a snore.

The General raised his head.

Eddie found his voice. ** The Second Gen-
eral Order, sir!™ he blurted. ***To help my
buddies in time of trouble or danger!"™

The General's eyebrows lifted. “Hm-m-m?
I never heard it put that way before—"

His voice trailed off. The Colonel and
Scarlotti were staring, not at Eddie, but at
a point beyond his line of vision. The Cor-
poral’s face paled. With a firm slap of feet
Donald padded out of the fog and halted
one pace in front of the General. He per-
formed an about-face, shook his feathers,
and held himself rigid.

*“What is this?” the Colonel demanded.

“1 forgot, you're new to this station,
Colonel,” the General said. “He is a—a
mascot.”

*“But 1 distinctly heard something in that
warehouse, sir. | suggest we investigate.”

The General bent stiffly and stroked
Donald’s neck. Donald gave an emphatic
hiss. “I imagine it was Donald,” he said.

“Sir!™ The Colonel made a strangled
noise in the back of his throat. **Ducks
don’t snore!™

The General straightened, still gazing at
the duck, and then, to Eddie’s amazement,
he smiled, a brief, absent smile that softened
the austerity of his profile. He scratched his
chin and looked at Eddie and back to the
Colonel. **Donald is a very unusual duck,”

he said. At times he's almost human. . . .
Shall we go now, gentlemen?”

Eddie watched the cherry glow of the tail-
light disappear. Lowering his rifle, he sagged
against the wall and mopped his face.
Donald gave him a look of disapproval and
marched off toward Post Ten. Inside the
warehouse all was quiet.

Eddie prodded Mac in the ribs with his
toe. **Mac,” he said, “it’s almost time to go
off duty.”

The import of this seemed to penetrate
Mac’s inner mechanism. He grunted and
opened his eyes in what, to Eddie, was a
near-miraculous recovery. “Why, I musta
dozed off.” he mumbled. He stretched, and
lumbered to his feet. *You shoulda woke
me,” he added accusingly.

Eddie sighed. He had no idea how to say
what he wanted to say. Mac would have
done the same for him, and that was enough.
Thirty years, Eddie decided, entitled a man
to a mistake or two.

*“1 don’t suppose you know the Second
General Order, offhand,” Eddie asked.

“Don’t you know?” Mac's voice was
shocked. **Why, it’s: *To walk my post in a
military manner, keepin’ always on the alert
and observin’ everything that takes place
within sight or hearin’.” You got to learn
them orders, boy.”

“That’s it!™ Eddie thought. *“That's the

one. “To walk my post in a military man-
ner.””
HE UNDERSTOOD then what it was about
Mac. It wasn’t there on the surface easy to
see, but men like Mac and the General had
something in common, a sort of loyalty and
tolerance that went deeper than rank or or-
ders or discipline. It was something they felt
but never talked about, like Joe didn’t talk
about winning a Silver Star. Because Joe
had it, too.

Eddie squared his shoulders. For the first
time he had the feeling that he belonged.
Maybe he was learning to soldier already.
“Dear Joe”—he framed the letter in his
mind. **Last night I saw the Old Man—"

THE END k%

As the Arabs
See the Jews

(Continued from page 25)

and there are many hundreds of thousands
of them in the Arab world—are in absolute
agreement with all other Arabs in opposing
the Zionist invasion of Palestine.

May I also point out that Jerusalem is,
after Mecca and Medina, the holiest place
in Islam? In fact, in the early days of our
religion, Moslems prayed toward Jerusalem
instead of Mecca.

The Jewish *religious claim” to Palestine
is as absurd as the “historic claim.” The
Holy Places, sacred to three great religions,
must be open to all, the monopoly of none.
Let us not confuse religion and politics. . . .

We are told that we are inhumane and
heartless because we do not accept with open
arms the perhaps 200,000 Jews in Europe
who suffered so frightfully under Nazi
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cruelty, and who even now—almost three
years after war’s end—still languish in cold,
depressing camps.

Let me underline several facts:

The unimaginable persecution of the Jews
was not done by the Arabs; it was done by
a Christian nation of the West. The war
which ruined Europe and made it almost
impossible for these Jews to rehabilitate
themselves there was fought by the Chris-
tian nations of the West. The rich and empty
portions of the earth belong, not to the
Arabs, but to the Christian nations of the
West.

And yet, to ease their consciences, these
Christian nations of the West are asking
Palestine—a poor and tiny Moslem country
of the East—to accept the entire burden.

"*“We have hurt these people terribly,”
cries the West to the East. “Won't you
please take care of them for us?”

We find neither logic nor justice in this.
Are we therefore “cruel and heartless na-
tionalists"'?

We are a generous people: we are proud
that “Arab hospitality™ is a phrase famous

throughout the world. We are a humane
people; no one was shocked more than we
by the Hitlerite terror. No one pities the
present plight of the desperate European
Jews more than we.

But we say that Palestine has already
sheltered 600,000 refugees. We believe that
is enough to expect of us—even too much.
We believe it is now the turn of the rest of
the world to accept some of them.

I wiLL be entirely frank with you. There is
one thing the Arab world simply cannot
understand. Of all the nations of the earth,
America is most insistent that something be
done for these suffering Jews of Europe.
This feeling does credit to the humanity for
which America is famous, and to that glo-
rious inscription on your Statue of Liberty.

And yet this same America—the richest,
greatest, most powerful nation the world
has ever known—refuses to accept more
than a token handful of these same Jews
herself'!

I hope you will not think T am being bitter

) about this. I have tried hard to understand




this mysterious paradox, and I confess I
cannot. Nor can any other Arab.

Perhaps you have been informed that “the
Jews in Europe want to go to no other place
except Palestine.”

This myth is one of the greatest propa-
ganda triumphs of the Jewish Agency for
Palestine, the organization which promotes
with fanatic zeal the emigration to Pales-
tine. It is a subtle half-truth, thus doubly
dangerous.

The astounding truth is that nobody on
ecarth really knows where these unfortunate
Jews really want to go!

You would think that in so grave a prob-
lem, the American, British, and other
authorities responsible for the European
Jews would have made a very careful survey,
probably by vote, to find out where each
Jew actually wants to go. Amazingly enough,
this has never been done! The Jewish Agency
has prevented it.

Some time ago the American Military
Governor in Germany was asked at a press
conference how he was so certain that all
Jews there wanted to go to Palestine. His
answer was simply: “My Jewish advisers
tell me so.” He admitted no poll had ever
been made. Preparations were indeed begun
for one, but the Jewish Agency stepped in
to stop it.

The truth is that the Jews in German
camps are now subjected to a Zionist pres-
sure campaign which learned much from
the Nazi terror. It is dangerous for a Jew
to say that he would rather go to some
other country, not Palestine. Such dissenters
have been severely beaten, and worse.

Not long ago, in Palestine, nearly 1,000
Austrian Jews informed the international
refugee organization that they would like to
go back to Austria, and plans were made
to repatriate them,

The Jewish Agency heard of this, and
exerted enough political pressure to stop it.
It would be bad propaganda for Zionism
if Jews began leaving Palestine. The nearly
1,000 Austrians are still there, against their
will.

Tmz fact is that most of the European
Jews are Western in culture and outlook,
entirely urban in experience and habits.
They cannot really have their hearts set on
becoming pioneers in the barren, arid,
cramped land which is Palestine.

One thing, however, is undoubtedly true.
As matters stand now, most refugee Jews in
Europe would, indeed, vote for Palestine,
simply because they know no other country
will have them.

If you or I were given a choice between a
near-prison camp for the rest of our lives—
or Palestine—we would both choose Pales-
tine, too.

But open up any other alternative to them,
Eive them any other choice, and see what

appens!

No poll, however, will be worth anything
unless the nations of the earth are willing to
open their doors—just a little—to the Jews.
In other words, if in such a poll a Jew says
he wants to go to Sweden, Sweden must be
willing to accept him. If he votes for
America, you must let him come in.

Any other kind of poll would be a farce.
For the desperate Jew, this is no idle testing
of opinion; this is a grave matter of life or
death. Unless he is absolutely sure that his
vote means something, he will always vote

On September 26,
1844, Kentucky’s first
official Thanksgiving
Day, many a glass of
JamesCrow'salready-
famous whiskey was
raised to give thanks.

ATRULY GREAT NAME

AMONG AMERICA'S GREAT WHISKIES
Kentucky Straight Whiskey « Bourbon or Rye « 100 Proof « National Distillers Prod. Corp., New York
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for Palestine, so as not to risk his bird in
the hand for one in the bush.

In any event, Palestine can t no
more. The 65,000 Jews in Palestine in 1918
have jumped to 600,000 today. We Arabs
have increased, too, but not by immigration.
The Jews were then a mere 11 per cent of
our population. Today they are one third
of it.

The rate of increase has been terrifying.
In a few more years—unless stopped now—
it will overwhelm us, and we shall be an
impotent minority in our own home.

Surely the rest of the wide world is rich
enough and generous enough to find a place
for 200,000 Jews—about one third the
number that tiny, poor Palestine has already
sheltered. For the rest of the world, it is
hardly a drop in the bucket. For us it means
national suicide. . . .

Wl ARE sometimes told that since the
Jews came to Palestine, the Arab standard
of living has improved. This is a most com-
plicated question. But let us even assume,
for the ar, nt, that it is true. We would
rather be a bit poorer, and masters of our
own home. Is this unnatural?

The sorry story of the so-called * Balfour
Declaration™ which started Zionist immi-
gration into Palestine is too complicated
to repeat here in detail. It is grounded in
broken promises to the Arabs—promises
made in cold print which admit no denying.

We utterly deny its validity. We utterly
deny the right of Great Britain to give away
Arab land for a “national home™ for an
entirely foreign people.

Even the of Nations sanction does
not alter this. At the time, not a single Arab
state was a member of the League. We were
not allowed to say a word in our own de-
fense.

I must point out, again in friendly frank-
ness, that America was nearly as responsible
as Britain for this Balfour Declaration.
President Wilson approved it before it was
issued, and the American Congress adopted
it word for word in a joint resolution on
June 30, 1922.

In the 1920’s Arabs were annoyed and
insulted by Zionist immigration, but not
alarmed by it. It was steady, but fairly small,
as even the Zionist founders thought it

would remain. Indeed, for some years, more
Jews left Palestine than entered it—in 1927
almost twice as many.

But two new factors, entirely unforeseen
by Britain or the League or America or the
most fervent Zionist, arose in the early

thirties to raise the immigration to un-.

dreamed heights. One was the World De-
pression ; the second the rise of Hitler.

In 1932, the year before Hitler came to
power, only”9,500 Jews came to Palestine.
We did not welcome them, but we were not
afraid that, at that rate, our solid Arab
majority would ever be in danger.

But the next year—the year of Hitler—it
jumped to 30,000! In 1934 it was 42,000! In
1935 it reached 61,000!

It was no longer the orderly arrival of
idealistic Zionists. Rather, all Europe was
pouring its frightened Jews upon us. Then,
at last, we, too, became frightened. We knew
that unless this enormous influx stopped, we
were,, as Arabs, doomed in our Palestine
homeland.

And we have not changed our minds. . . .

I have the impression that many Ameri-
cans believe the trouble in Palestine is very
remote from them, that America had little
to do with it, and that your only interest
now is that of a humane bystander.

I believe that you do not realize how
directly you are, as a nation, responsible in
general for the whole Zionist move and
specifically for the present terrorism. I call
this to your attention because I am certain
that if you realize your responsibility you
will act fairly to admit it and assume it.

Quite aside from official American sup-

rt for the “National Home™ of the Bal-
our Declaration, the Zionist settlements in
Palestine would have been almost impos-
sible, on anything like the current scale,
without American money. This was con-
tributed by American Jewry in an idealistic
effort to help their fellows.

The motive was worthy ; the results were
disastrous. The contributions were by pri-
vate individuals, but they were almost en-
tirely Americans, and, as a nation, only
America can answer for it.

The present catastrophe may be laid al-
most entirely at your door. Your govern-
ment, almost alone in the world, is insisting
on the immediate admission of 100,000

more Jews into Palestine—to be followed by
countless additional ones. This will have the
most frightful consequences in bloody chaos
beyond anything ever hinted at in Palestine
before.

It is your press and political leadership,
almost alone in the world, who press this
demand.

It is almost entirely American money
which hires or buys the “ refugee ships” that
steam illegally toward Palestine; American
money which pays their crews. The illegal
immigration from Europe is arranged by
the Jewish Agency, supported almost en-
tirely by American funds. It is American
dollars which support the terrorists, which
buy the bullets and pistols that kill British
soldiers—your allies—and Arab citizens—
your friends.

We in the Arab world were stunned to
hear that you permit open advertisements in
newspapers asking for money to finance
these terrorists, to arm them openly and
deliberately for murder. We could not be-
lieve this could really happen in the modern
world. Now we must b ieve it ; we have seen
the advertisements with our own eyes. . . .

I POINT out these things because nothing
less than complete frankness will be of use.
The crisis is too stark for mere polite vague-
nesses which mean nothing.

I have the most complete confidence in
the fair-mindedness and generosity of the
American public. We Arabs ask no favors.
We ask only that you know the full truth,
not half of it. We ask only that, when you
judge the Palestine question, you put your-
selves in our place.

What would your answer be if some out-
side agency told you that you must accept
in America many millions of utter strangers
in your midst—enough to dominate your
country—merely because they insisted on

oing to America, and because their fore-
athers had once lived there some 2,000
years ago?

Our answer is the same.

And what would be your action if, in
spite of your refusal, this outside agency
began forcing them on you?

Ours will be the same.

THE END % %

Portrait of Mary

(Continued from page 41)

rest thg‘swam, drove through Vedado
while showed him the mansions, they
sto| at Carmela’s for double ice-cream

s, or window-shopped
Once or twice they played tennis, but neither
of them was really good at it. Gregory, when
he thought to ask, was mildly surprised that
Leslie should want to share her day, but he
was approving. It ensured them of a con-
stant celebrity to take to dinners, and Payne
seemed a nice sort.

“And a darn’ good painter,” Gregory al-
ways added assuredly. “One of the best in
the States.” That was important.

Mary, looking daily at the very odd and
wholly unrealistic portrait of herself, wasn’t
SO sure.
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on the Prado.’

“It looks like me,” she commented. “And
yet it doesn’t.”

Leslie said impatiently, “ You don’t under-
stand. It’s my impression of you.”

*“Like an oasis—or something?”

“St dJ::king. You're too smug.”

She didn’t . But she knew, then, that
he couldn’t be a really good artist. Not if he
thoui!n::l her smug, or could insist that
she calm integrity and poise, m
humor and determination. She was, and
none of these things.

L

A rms cogs Sow by, piessent, Sendt)
in which the it neared completion,
began to wonder what would happen when
it was finished. No one, as yet, knew of it.

“Ilook like a scarecrow,” she lained,
after almost two weeks of sitting. “I'm not
that thin.” She pointed to the hollows in the
face on the portrait.

“You have good bones,” he said. “I want
to point them up.”

“Well, you did. I'm all bones and no flesh,
and why on earth do my eyes pop like that?
I look positively thyroid.”

He waved her away disgustedly. “Your
m the focal point of your face. They

inate you and every else.”

She shrugged. She didn’t care too much
that he had made her so looking.
Except for him. Some day he might want to
show the picture to people, and she was
afraid of their reaction.

“You may not believe it,” he told her one
day, “but this is one of my best works. I

could get a rice for it.”

Shemglmmmndﬂwbwkof
the sweater she was making for Gregory.
“Well, that's nice.”

“Is that all you can say? I make you a
present, and that’s the only thanks I get?”

A twinge of nervousness gri her. If it
was her present, what would she do with it?
Leslie wasn’t leaving for weeks, and the pic-
ture would be finished in a few days. Where
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MEMORANDUM

Harry Shapiro DATE:
November 10,1947

Herschel Auerbach

Enclosed herewith you will find letter from Archie Greenberg
to me plus the report which you wantede I hope this fills
the need and answers the questionsyou may have,

On a number of oceasions I have told people about Archie's
poeition as an observor at the UN, and I have continuously
had complaints from Archie that he has not been contacted
or asked for material that he has. It has only been upon
ny instigation that he has sent material in. I don't think
that this is right, and someone in the Emergency Couecil or
at the Agency should be given the responsibility of keeping
in contact with Archie and other observors so as to get in-
formation directly from them as to what they may knowe

This is only a suggestion , but I think that great use can
be made of these observors,

Kindest personal regards.




November 20, 1247

Mr. Eric J. Aschkenasy
¢/o Maccabi Athletic Club
District #5 D.A.

3821 Broadway

New York, N.Y,

My dear lr. Aschkenasys

Y-ur two letters dated August 24 and August 26, 1947
addressed to me to Zurich, Switzerland have just recently been
forwarded to me here. I am sorry that there was this long
delay in your contribution reaching me,

I am deerly gratef 'l to you for your thoughtfulness
in sending me a check for $267.50 which was the amount
collected for the banefit of the Jewish refugees on the
Exodus 1947. 1 have this day forwarded the check t> the
Haganah, which organization will, I am sure, acknowled:e
it directly to you. The Haganah will sce to it that the gift
reaches its proper destimation,

#ith all good w shes, I remain

Very cordially yours,




UNITED S§T..TES (IISSION
TO THE UNITID N.TICUS

4DV.JCE RALE SE | 3§ Press Release i#411
CHECK .G.iINST DELIVERY ' larch 19, 1948 .

ST.TEMENT BY .J[BiSS.DOR "LRREN R. AUSTIN IN THE ..FTERNOON SESSION
OF THE SECURITY COUNCIL

The resolution adopted by the Sccurity Council on Ilarch 5, 1948 rc-
quastoed the permancent members of the Council first to consult and inforn
the Sceurity Council regarding the situation with respoect to Palestinc,
and scecond to nalic, as a result of such consultations, rccommendations to
it rcgarding the guidance and instructions which the Council nmight usc-
fully give to the Palestine Commission with a view of implementing the
resolution of the General ..sscmbly,

In support of the position agreed on by at least some of the permencnt
nembers, it might be helpful to the Council, !ir, President, for nc¢ to sum-
narize bricfly, as we understand them, thc present positions of the Palestine
Connission, the llandatory Power and the Jews and .irabs of Palestinc concerning
implementation of the partition plan recomnmended by the General Assembly.

During the consultations of the past two wecks the Palestine Cormission
was asked whether it had found sufficient acceptance of the partition plan
on the part of the Jews, the arabs and the liandatory Power to afford a basis
for its peaceful implementation, The Commission's answer was no, - It ob=-
scrved, in this conncetion, that the Jews of Palustine generally accepted
the plan, thot the arabs of Palestine generally opposed the plan; and that
the !landatory Power had declincd to take any action which might be intor-
prcted as involving implementation of the plan, |

The Corriission has repeated its view that it could not discharge its
responsibilitics on the termination of the mandate without tho assistance
of an adequate non-Palestinian arnced foree for the preservation of law and
ordere The Corriission does not consider it possible to implement the plan
by pcaccful means cither as a whole or in substantial part so leng as the
cxisting vigorous arab rcsistance to partition persists,

The Cormission considered itsclf unable, within the tcrms ‘of the resolu~-
tion of thc Gueneral asscmbly, to consider whother any modification of the
recommended plan night offer a basis for agreement among the pcople of Pales=
tine °

THth regard to the cstablishront of thce provisional councils of govern-
nent in the proposcd Jewish and Arab States by .pril 1, 1948, the Com=
nission has concluded: (a) that the attitude of the Arab Higher Committee
and .irab resistance in Palcstine proclude any possibility of sclecting a
provisional council of government for the proposed .rab State by the first
of .pril, (b) that while thc Commission can take and has in fact taken some
prclinminary steps toward the sclection of the provisional council of govern-
nent for the Jowish Statc, the provisional council will not be able to carry
out its functions, in thc sense of the plan, prior to the tcrmination‘of the
mandate, (c) the position of the !fandatory Power precludes any pessibility E
of fulfilling by ..pril 1 the provisions of thc plan as rogards -either the .ara
or the Jowish Provisional Council of Government,.

"Hth rogard to the City of Jorusalemg the Commission's view is that the
y

i ible
adninistration of the City of Jerusalom the United Nations is poss
if thc plan of partition with cconomic union is generally accepted by the
=*Fnb and Jowish communities of Palestinc and peacefully implementede
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The permanent members held two discussions with the represc i
the Handatory‘Powcr. One of these was devotzd to securit§cg;§§i2;gtzxg 2£
other to the implcdmentation of the partition plan - N T
From the information supplicd by the Mandator; - L;. ent i
cheral tpougand Arabs have entered %alestinc, inrgaggg.;?m;gzyixgaggzggs s
and have infiltrated the Palestinian populations The identification of,thcsc
grabs has_not beon firmly cstablished but it appcars to be common kno.ledge
1? Palestine that they include nationals of most of the nuiqhborin; A;ab
oatcs.and t?at they have cntered from Lebhanon, Syria, Tr:né-Jordaﬁ and Zgypte
The United Kingdom rcports that these bands arc irregular formations and :
arc not orgenized units of any national armed forcc,

_The representative of the landatory was asked whothor i Srnne
cog51dcrs that there is a thrcat of forgc against Pa?:siigo ﬂiicﬁ°355°?523
stitutes a threat to intcrnational peacec :and also vwhother the xisting situa-
tion in Palcstine is a situation vhich, constitutes a threat to th. niaca.. He
roplicd that his Government would furnish all the facts availablc kut that
the auestion of what constitutes a threat to the peace is for the Sccurity
Councll to.deccidece: . : ' -

In responsc to questions concerning implcm.ntation of tho General
Asscrbly recommendation, the llandatory Potur stnted that it hLias "acccpted!
the plan of partition with cconsnic union recomncnded by the Generol as-
scribly, but that it cannot particioats in ite implomentationo Yhilec it
wished to avoid any action which might be considered as obstructive, ‘it
could not itsclf be instrumental in putting into offcct a plan which is
not' accepted by both the arabs’ and the Jows of Palestince

The representative of tho ilandatory Power informed the perrancnt men=-
bers tliat his Governnent considercd that it would be very difficult to : :
carry out the plan without the becking of foree; that cven if the Jewish
militia wero sufficicntly armed to crsurc the organization and protection
of tho Jowish Statc, such action would not be- tiic couivalent of a scttloments
that the United Kingdom did not belicve that thore werc any modifications in
dotail which' would make the plan acccptable both to thc Juws and arabs of
Palestine; and that no change in the timétablce of British withdrawzl from
Pnlostinc is contemplated by the United Kingdom, - The represcntative of
the Unitcd Kingdom further stated that his government had no suggestions to
make with rogard to mecans by which the Jows and Arabs of Palestinc might
be brought together although succossful cfforts in this dircction would be

wclcornicde

Roprescntatives of the liandatory Government further indicated that there
would be a very substential-doficit in the Palestinirn budget following
British withdrawal and thatj, whilc the Palostinian Government has been
ifficicnt, the cost of mnintairing British forces in

financially sclf=-su
Palostina is considerably larger than the total Pelestinian budget of 96

million dollars annuallye :
Represcntatives of the Jowish igency stated that the Jews of Palestine
acecpt the partition plar, Tho ageney ‘elaimed that the plan roprosonts,

howcver, an irrcducible minimum for the Jews of Palastine since it nlready

.  fo
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involves 4 grcat reduction in what they consider their rightful claims,
Alsoé,that, although therc is no perfeet or casy solution, the presont
~plan is the only practical solution ‘reached after many other plans had
‘failed of accoptances The igency represcntatives stated that it should
now be taken as a postulate that any plan whatever will require onforce-
mentd No modifications in the plan would commond themsclves to the Jews
and the Jowish Agency does not sece any possibility of modifications which
would makc the plan acceptable to the Arabs,

The Jewish Agoncy stated that the Jews of Palestine would be pready
to undertake the rcsponsibilitics for government and for the maintenance
of law and order within the proposed Jewish Statc, They expressed con-

* fidonce that thoy could assert the authority of the Jowish State and
maintain essential public services, This would presupposc the cstablish-
ment and equipment of the militia contemplated in the plan and the removal
of restrictions on the importation of arms. Theoy belicved that an in-
ternational force would be nccessary; and that if no intcrnational force
wsig'providcd, much more scrious losses both to Arabs and Jews would rc-
sulte '

On thc question of implementation by peaceful mecans, the Jewish
ageney stated that it did not beliceve it would be possible to obtain a
formal publie agrccement with-thc Arabs of Palestine in advancce of im-
plementation. They believed, however, that if left alone, considerable
scetions of Palcstinian Arabs would be vwilling to cooperate or acquicscc;
but that armed intervention by ncighboring statecs completcly changed that
situation, - :

"Hth respcet to economic union, the Jowish agency stated thdt they
accepted cconomic union as a part of tho plan although they themselves
did not ask for it. The agency docs not eonsider the principles of the
proposced ecconomic union cesscntial to the economic life of Palestinc as
a whole or to creation of the Jewish Statc. The ageney considers that
cconomic union should not be an obstacle to the creation of the Jewish
State,,

The representatives of the Jewish wgency stated that the Jows
would coopcrate in the administration of Jerusalem by the United Netions .
considered, however, as part of the partition plan, That United Nations
ndministration of Jerusalem apart from the plan would creatc a serious
obstaclec to cooperation,,

The Jews insist upon the control of immiération, soid the Jewish

Ageneys becausc that was a question of sovereignty and was a most

. assential part of thec whole scheme, The Jews, they said, must have
the keys to their own homeland in their own hand. The exclusive
control of immigration was the most powerful argument in persuading
the Jows to acecpt the partition plan, They had in mind a ratec of
immigration of 80,000 to 100,080 a ycar (roughly 1,000,000 over a

" ton-ycar period) subject to changing conditions both insidc the Jewish
Statc and in arcas dutsidc. They pointed out that there no longer is .
a groat reservoir of Jews in Europe and that Arab fears that Palestine
would be inundated ean no longer bg considerod as well grounded,.




A eepresentotive of the Lrab Higher Committee made a formal statement
on behalf of the Committée which observed that all of thg questiops whieh
had been directed to the Committee revolved around partition:which, with
the clear and unequivocal support .of Arab States, the Arabs .of Palsstine have
categorically rejected. This statement wert on to say that theirab Higher
Committce wished to reiterate its rejection of solutions based on partition
in any form, including ¢reation of a separate provisional or permanent
administration for the City of Jerusalem. -

Arab Higher :

The/Committee further wished to emphesize that the only solution
compatible with the ideals of, the United Nations Charter and which would
guarantee peace and security in Palestine would be the formation of one
independent state for the 'whole of Palestine whose constituion would be based
on democratic principles and which would.include adequatc safeguards for. -
minorities and the safety of the holy places,’ The Arab Higher Comnittee
stated in this connection that such a State would be prepared to accept full
responsibility for governmental administration and maintenance of law and. -
order in the whole of Palcstine and that it would be prepared to treat all
citizens nand residents of all creeds with justice which befits a truly demo-
cratic country.

An identical ' uestion was submitted to the Jewlsh Agency, the Arab States,
and the Arab Higher Committee, viz: "'Would the (addressees be prepared to. enter
into the necessary agreements for an effective truce in Palestipe?t Summarized,
the replies were as follous: The Jewish Agency: -Yes, if carried out within
the framework of implementation of the Resolutien of the General Asscmbly and
in strict conformity with the time-table provided in that Resolution. The

Arab States: Yes, if Partition is suspended. No reply has bech received from
the Arab Higher Committee. However, that Committee has categorically rejected
partition, | ‘

Having~considéred the results of the consultations of the past. two weeks,
we must also reflect upon the sitgation in Palcestine on lay 15, 1948, on which
date the Mandatory Power now plans to terminate the Mandate.,

In his statement to the Security Council on February 24, 1948, the repre-
sentative of the United Kingdom said, "My Government arc bringing to an cnd
the: discharge of their responsibilities towards Palestinc under the landate
and are leaving the future of that country to international authority.”

On March 2, 1948, the Rupresentative of the United Kingdom referred, in
his statement to the Council, to "whatever procedurc the United Nations may
decide to adopt with a vicw to assuming respensibility for the Government of
Palestine on M.y 15," and concluded with the ‘stctement, "Finally, I must
repeat that the United Kingdom cannot c¢cnter into any new or cxtended commit-
meht in rcgard to Palestines Our contribution has already been made over the
years and theé date of termination of our r¢sponsibility is irrevocably fixed,"

The status of Pnlestine will be eouivocal -because the United Kingdom
seeks t6 give up the Mundate, Article § of the lfndate in respect of Palestine
provides: "Thec M-adatory shall be responsibke for seeing that no Prlestine
territory shall be ceded or leased to, or in any way placed undér the control
of, the government of any foreign power" e R0

In the premises there is the urgent nced for early clarification of the
United N ations responsibility toward Palestihe,

The General Assembly and the Security Council have broad responsibilities
in fidelity to the principlus of justice and the aims of the Charter to assist
in bringing about a pacific settlement of situations and disputes placed before
them, The Sceurity Council has specific obligations and powers where it finds
a threat to the peace, breach of the peace, or act of aghression, I have
already denlt, in my statements to the Security Council on February 24 and
M arch 2, with these responsibilitiecs,
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. .The assumption of administrative or governmental responsibility by
the United Nations is another matter. If the United Nations is to act as
a government, a large administrative task is involved. The Organization
itself becomes directly responsible for all phases of the life of the people
over whom such powers are exercised, It is a formidable responsibility and
a heavy financial commitment is incurred by all 57 members of the Organiza-
tiono & e : ) SRS ) ¥

The United Nations does not automatically fall heir to the responsi-
bilitics cither of the League of Nations or of the Mandatory Power in respect
of the Palestine lMandate, The record seems to us entirely clear that the
United Nations did not take over the League of Nations mandat: system.

The Leagueef Nations Assembly on ;pril 18, 1946, at its final session,
passed a resolution which included the following two pardgraphss

-

NTHE ASSELY Jeeeveen

3., RECCGNIZZS TH.T, on the termination of the League!s existence,
its functions with respect to thc¢ mandated territories will come to an
end, but notes that Chapters XI, XII, and XIII of the Charter of
the United Nations embody principles corrcsponding to those declared
in /rticle 22 of the Covenant of the League; :

Lo T/KES NOTE of the uxpressed intenticms of the lembers of
the League now administering territorics under mandate to continue
to administer them for the well-being and development of the peoples
concerned in accordance with the obligations contained in the
respective mandates, until other arrangements have been agreed
between the United Nations and the respective mandatory powers."

At the First Part of the First Session of the United Nations General
asscrbly; on February 12, 1946, the Assembly passed a resolution regarding
the transfer of certain functions, activities, and asscts of the League of
Nations to the United Nations. No transfer of functions concerning mandates
was mentioned. The resolution included the statement that: -

"The General Assembly will itself cxamine, or will submit to
the appropriate organ of the United Nations, any recuest from
the parties that thc United Nations should assumc the exercise
of functions or powers entrusted to the League of Nations by
treatics, intcrnational conventions, agreements, and other
instruments having a pelitical character,”

Provision was made in the United Natiohs Charter for the voluntary
placing of mandates under a trusteeship system by means of trusteeship agree-
ments between the General Assembly or the Security Council and the states
direetly concerned, including the mandatory power. By such an agreement,
the United Nations itself, under Article 81 of the Charter, could become
the administerin; authority fora trust territory., No such prooosal hais
been made by the Mandatory Power with respect to Palestine and no action
has been taken by the United Nations itself which would have that result,

A unilateral decision by the United Kingdom to terminate the Palustine
lirndate can not automatically commit the United Nations to responsibility
for governing that country, %Ye think it clear that the United Nations does
not succced to administrative responsibility for Palestine merely because
the latter is a mandate., Signing theCharter did not commit the signatories
to a contingent liability for mandates, to become operative by the decisions
of mandatory powers to abandon their mandates, On the facts reported by
/ the Permanent Members, Palestine is a land falling under Chapter XI of the
‘United Nations Charter, a non-self-governing territory,

Does the General lissembly recommendation of November 29, 1947, consti-
. tute an acceptance by the United Nations of governmental responsibility for
| Palestine?

MORE




. On April 2, 1947, the United Kingdom dirccted a reguest to the
Secretary—Gcheral of the: United Nations the flPSt part’ of wnlch st tass

His Vajesty's Govcrnment in the United’ Kingdom re 'ubst
. the .Secretary=General of the United Nations to place the question
of Palestine on the agenda of ‘th.Gen eral Asscmbly at its next
regular annual session. Thuy will submit to-the Assumbly an
qccount of their administration of the Loague of Nations e
mandate and will ask the Assembly to make recommendations, under
Article 10.0f the Ch&rtbr, concerning the future goveramunt
of Palestine," »
Thus, the question of Palustine came before tho Goneral Assembly only
as a régucst for a rccomnmendation, No proposal was made by thce United
Kingdom.to the General Assembly that the United Natiohs itsclf undertake
responsibility for the government ‘of Palustine. :

Following consideration of the cucstion of Palestine in a Special
‘Session, in a special committee (UNSCOP), and at its Sccond Regulnr Sgssion,
the General (\ssenbly passed a resolution which recommended "to the United
Kingdom, -as the Mandatory Power for Palestine, and to all other Members of
the United Nations, the adoption and implementation, with regard to the
future government of. Palestine, of the plan of partition with econcmic
union" set forth in the resolation, - |

Under the plan, the United Nations agreed, =s = pwrt of the recon-
mended general settlement, to undertake administrative responsibilitics for
the City of Jerusalem. . Further, the General Assembly agreed that a Commissior
elected by it would perform certain functions to effect the transfer of
'responsibillty from the mandatory power to the successcr governments in
Palcstine, "The limited responsibilities of the United Nations set forth in
the plan are inseparable from the plan as = wholc :nd are dependent upon
the adoption and implementation of the entire plan, This essential unity
of the Ceneral Agsembly recommendation was emphasized by the Chaiprman of
the Palestine Commission in his sto tunent to the Security Council on
February 24:




=,

"I have put some stress upon the words fplan of partition as
it has been envisaged by the General \ssémbly! since it is with the
implementation of such plan that our Commission has been entrusted,
It is guite natural - and legitimate - for interested parties to con-
centrate their efforts preponderantly -~ if not exclusively - on such
parts .of the plan as are intended more especially for their sake,
The Commission is not in such a position; its duty, according to its
terms of reference, is to provide for the implementation of the whole
plan which has beeh conceived by the General Assembly as a whole..,

+++ Since the plan has been envisaged as a wholey the
realization and sound functioning of one part of the plan has been
made, in a.substantial degree, dépendent upon the establishment
and functioning of its other parts,"

The limited functions which the General fAgsembly offered to undertake
in conncction with its Palestine recommendation stand or fall with that
resolution, If it proves impossible to give effect to that resoluiton, the
United Nations will have, on lay 15, 1948, no idministrative and governmental
responsibilitics for Palestine, unless further action is taken by the Assembly.,

, The plan proposed by the General /igsembly was an integral plan which

| would not succeed unless eagh of its parts could be carricd out, There secems
to be general agreement that the plan cannot now be implemented by peaceful

" means, From what has been said in the Security Council and in consultations
among the several members of the Council, it is clear that the Scgcurity Council
is not prepared to go ahcad with cfforts to implement this plan in the
cxisting situatien,

The Security Council now has before it clear cvidence that the Jews anc
Arabs of Palestine and the Mandatory Power cannot ngree to implement the
General f4ssembly plan of pirtition through peaceful means.  Tne announced deter-
rmination of the Mandatory Power to terminate the mandate on May 15, 1948, ‘if
carricd out by the United Kingdom, would rusult, in the light of information
now available, in chaos and heavy fighting in Palestihe, The United Nations
can not permit such a result. The loss of life in the Holy Land must be
brought to an immediate end, The maintenance of international peace is at
stake, :

The United States fully subscribes to the conclusion reached by the
permanent members that the Security Council should make it clecar to the
partics and governments concerncd that the Security Council is determinad
not to permit the situation in Palestine to threaten international peace
and, further, that the Security Council should take furthcr action by all
means available to it to bring about the immediate cessation of violunce and
the restoration of peace and order in Palustine,

Under the Chartcr theSecurity Council has both an inescapable responsi-
bility as well as full authority to take the steps necessary to bring about
a cease fire in Palestine and a halt to the incursions being made into that
country. The powers of Articles 39, 40, 41 and 42 are very great and the
Council should not hesitate to use them -- all of them -- if necessary to
stop the fighting,

In addition, my government believes that a temporary trusteeship for
Palustine should be established under the Trusteeship Council of the United
Nations to maintain the peace and to afford the Jews and Arabs of Palestine
further opportunity to reach an agreement regarding the future government of
that country, Such a United Nations Trusteeship would, of course, be without
prejudice to the character of the eventual political settlement, which we hope
can be achieved without long delay, In our opinion, the Security Council shculd
recomnend the establishment of such a trasteeship to the General ,ssenbly and
.to the Mandatory Power, This would require an immediate special session of
the General Assembly, which the Security Council might call under the terms
of the Charter,
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, Pending the meeting og.thg specihl session of the General Assembly, we
believe that' the SquYity'Council should ‘instruct the Palestine Comnidssion to
suspend its cfforts to implement the proposed partitioh 'plan, '
would give afcht to bhufabévs suggestions

DFaft resolutions which |
the consider-tion of thz Sscurity Council,

will be ‘circulated, shortly for

!
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PHILIP A. FRIEDMAN TELEPHONE LEXINGTON 2-8210
ROBERT J. SCHWARTZ
JULIUS FEIGENBAUM

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver
Jewish Agency for Palestine
16 East 66 Street

New York, N. Y.

Dear Dr. Silver:

I am enclosing for your confidential infor-
mation copy of letter I sent to the President's
alde, General Vaughan.

I would appreciate your comments.

Sincerely yours,

DA:dn DEAN &FM
Enclosure




FERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL

Major General Harry H. Vaughan
Vhite House
Vashington, D. C.

Dear General Vaughans

. /1 am sending you this confidential letter because [
am interested in the President's political fortunes,
Frankly, the President could not carry the State of
New !or‘ in the present circumstances. The Jewish
vote against him would be overwhelming.

Only & dramatic move on the Presidentt!s part that
v-roul1 tu: ':hcmry the Jewish people could change the
8 on.

Such a move might well be the recognition of the
Jevish State which will come into being on May 16,

and the nomination of an American Minister to the

nev State, The President would be on firm legal
ground in this respect because the UN decision which
partitioned Palestine into Jewish and Aradb states

is #till 2 legal fact. True, our govermment has
proposed a tempor Trusteeship in place of 4dnmediate
partition, presuma because the UN decision gould
not be carried out without bloodshed. Howvever,
recent events have imocked the zma from under the
Trusteeship sal. The Trusteeship proposal is

no 1 tenable, not because neither side accepts
it, but because the Jevish military forces have since
demonstrated by their decisive victories over the
Arabs, that they can implement partition singlehanded.

The President, therefore, can logically take the
position that events and not he have reversed the
Trusteeship plan and that the UN decision can be
best carried out by recegnising the nev Jewish Btate
and ac ng 1t the privileges of other states, in-
cluding the | tal right to defend itself. This




would also place the President in the commendable
;o::ua of strengthening the hand of the United
ationsd.

Should the President for any reason find this move
11l advised, the next best step would be to appoint

a personal Ambassador or specisl Emissary and send
him to Palestine with authority to negotiate a settle-
ment, on the basis of the UN decision, between the
Jevish Agency and King Abdullah of Transjordan. This
move d be timely and appropriate.

In the first place, the Arabs have been ruidely awvakened
to the fact that they cannot dispose of the Jews as
easily &s they had thought. Abdullah is a realist

end he knows right well that his vaunted Ared Loztu,
some ten thousand mercenaries trained by the British,
would be no match for the Jewish forces which, I under-
stand, number some seventy-five thousend excellently
disciplined and zealously devoted young men and women.

As & matter of fact I have been saying right along,
and events are proving me right, that the combined
forces of the wvhole Arab League would be no match for
this Jewish Army which, even when divided, succeeded
in driving seven British divisions behind barbed wires.

I am not a military man, but I think you will agree
vith me that outside of Abdullsh's Legion, there is
no other well-equipped, well-trained Arad Army, More-
over, the irab chieftains are divided by deep rooted
feuds, The ex-Mufti, Ha) Amin al Husseini detests
Abdullah and Abdnnaﬁ is not on sp terms with
Ibn Saud who drove Abdullaht!s father, Raissein,
the Caltph, from his throne in Mecca. These feuds
preclude any real unity on the part of leaders of the

ATad League.

For this reas I suggest that ug:‘uﬁuou be carried
on between the Jewish Agency and A sh, wvho is the
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most practical and best situated of all the Arad
leaders insofar as Palestine 1s concerned, He
aspires to extend his authority and influence over
the Arad portion of Palestine, and would readily
recognisze partition in exchange for some concessions
in Aradb Palestine that would enhance his prestige;
the more s0 in view of the impending disaster that
faces his Arab Legion in the event of a prolonged
wvar with the Jews, |

I am confident that if President Trumen succeeded
in procuring ibdullsh's recognition of partition

on the basls zbove indicated, this grave problem
would be solved., Té the President would them belong
the eredit for upholding the authority of the
United Nations while doing Justice to the Jewish
people and 2l) parties zoncerned.

I am coming to Vashington soon at which time I will
p:{‘yon & visit; but meanvhile, I wish you would

ru y the foregoing to the President for his consider-
ation,

I shall not forget the pleasant evening I spent in
Washington recently with you end the President.

Vith kind personal regards,
~ 8incerely,

DEAN ALFANGE
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May 17, 1948

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver

Jewish Agency for Palestine

16 East 66 Street j
New York, N. Y. i;ﬁgﬁﬁg

Dear Dr. Silver:

A month ago, you recall, I asked Abe Tuvim

to advise you that I was assured by Washington
"something dramatic would happen soon", It

has happened, thank God; and I rejoice with
you.

I am confident the arms embargo will soon be
lifted, though we must work for its revision
to favor only those states that support the
U.N. decision.

I enclose copy of cable which Senator Wagner
and I sent to David Ben-Gurion; also copy of
my telegram to President Truman.

Singerely yours,

DA:dn DEAN ALFANGE
Enclosures




Honorary Chairman HON. ROBERT F. WAGNER Vice-Chairman DR. WALTER CLAY LOWDERMILK
l'-Ennen DEAN ALFANGE Vice-Chairman DEAN HOWARD M. LeSOURD

Secretary HON. EUGENE F. ROTH Treasurer HERBERT 8. MOORE
Executive Committee Chairman WALTER W. WEISMANN

‘ Press ml COMMITTEE TO ARM THE JEWISH STATE

9 EAST 40th ST.. NEW YORK 16, N. Y. +  LExington 2-8210

This Committee does not solicit funds for the purchase of orms. Its purpose is to crecte o public aworeness of the need 1o arm o Jewish militio for self defense and to prevail upon
the United Stotes fo toke the leadership, within the framework of the United Nations, to implement the decision of that body te partition Polestine. Qizl

May 15, 1948 FoR IMMEDIATE RELEACE

United States Senator Robert F. Wagner of Kew York
and Dean ilfange, honorzry and national echairmem, respectively,
of the Committee To Arm The Jewish State, stating in a cabliegram
of felicitations to Premler David Ben-Gurion that they were
®happy to have hm among the sponsors of American recognition”
advised him that they have urged President Truman "to accompany
diplomatic recognition with a revision of the arms embarge to
permit Israel to defend itself and to defend at the same time
the authority of the United Nations", .

Full text of the cablegram follows:
"Felicitations and best wishes to the people and Government of
Israel, Mindful of the high morsl content of your traditions,
vwe are confident that the cause of peace and humsn progress
will be the better served by the existence of & Jewish state
and we are happy to have been smong the sponsors of American
recognition, Ve have urged President Truman to accompany
diplematic recognition with & revision of the arms embargo to

permit Israel to defend itself and to defend at the same time
the authority of the United Nationas",




WESTERN UNION TELEGRAM

CORX
May 15’ 1948

Honorable Harry S. Truman
Vhite House

Washington, D. C.

Congratulations on your forthright and timely
recognition of Israel. Your historic action electrified
free men everywhere. VWith one stroke you have dne justice
to the Jewish people, served ihe cause of peace im the
Holy Land and strengthened the hand of the-United Nations.

DEAN ALFANGE




May 17, 1948

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver
Jewish Agzncy for Palestine
16 Rast Street

New York, N. Y.

Dear Dr. Bilver:

A month ago, you recall, I asked Abe Tuvim

to advise you that I was assured by Washington
®*something dramatic would happen soon®. It

has happened, thank God; and I rejoice with
you.

I am confident the arms embargo will soon be

lifted, though we must work for its revision

to favor only those states that support the
. U«N. decision.

I enclose copy of cable which Senator Wagner
and I sent to David Ben-Curion; also copy of
my telegram to President Truman.

Sincerely yours

DAsdn DEAN ALFANGE
Enclosures

.b//ZC: Dr. Abba Hillel Silver
The Temple

Ansel Road and 105 St.
Cleveland, Ohio




Mpe Doan Alfange

Comittee to Avm the Jewish State
9 East 4Oth Sgreet

Now York 16, New York

Doar Mpe Alfanges

Thanl: you so much for your kind letter of May 17th and for the
enclosed gopies of telegrams which you sent to Ppesident Truman
and to David Ben Gurione I am pPofoundly grateful to you for
the support which you rendered so willingly and so wnfailingly
to the ideal which has now been realizeds Vp are all very
grateful to you.

I am happy to know that you are confident that the embargo will
soon be lifted.

With all gnod wishes, I remain
Host cordially yours,

ABBA HILLEL SILVER
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PRESS RFLEASE from:

FRANK W BUXTON, BARTLEY C. CRUM
and JAIES G. McDONALD
New York, e Y.

FOR IMMEDIATE RELFASE

THREE FORMTR MEI'BERS OF THE ANCGLO~AMERICAN COMMITTEE OF INQUIRY
DEPLORE ANNOUNCEMENT THAT AMBASSADCR PHILLIPS HAS ACCEPTED
THE VICE-CHAIRMANSHIP OF "COMMIYTEE FOR JUSTICE AND PZEACE IN THE HOLY LANDY
FRAVK W. BUXTON , PARTLEY C. CRUM AND JAIES G, McDONALD ALSO
TAKE SHARP ISSUE VWITH RECNT STATE!ENT ON PALESTINE ISSUED BY

DEAN GILDERSLEEVE - KERIIT RCOSEVELT COMMITTEE

New York «=~ Three fomer members of the Anglo-American Committee of Inquiry
on Palestine -~ Frank W, Buxton, Bartley C. Crum and James G. McDonald == today
attacked the "Committee for Justice and Peace in the Holy Land," charging that
this pera‘b group "has backed and encouraged Arab aggression in Palestine and
has taken an active part in the attempt to sabotage the United Nations decision
on Palestine,"

The three onetime members of the Anglo-American Committee of Inquiry on
Palestine simultaneously greeted "with sorrow and bewildemrment" the appointment
of Villiam Phillips, their formmer colleague on the Anglo-American investigation
group, to the vice-chairmanship of the "Committee for Peace and Justice in the
Holy Land,"

"It is difficult for us to comprehend how a man of Mr. Phillips? integrity
can join a group which, its record proves, has backed and encouraged Arab aggres-

sion in Palestine and has taken an active part in the attempt to sabotage the

United Nations decision on Palestine," the former members of the Anglo-American

Committee of Inquiry stated.
Laching out at the "Committee for Justice and Peace in the Holy Lend" -

(more)
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which is headed by Dean Gildersleeve and Kermit Roosevelt -- the threec fommer
members charged that this pro-Ared group was seeking a "frank alliances..e with
the Arab League against the State of Isracl and the Jewish peoples" In their
joint statement, Messrs. Buxton, Crum and McDonald assailed "the blind partisan-
ship of the Gildersleeve Committee," and commented that "'Justice and Peace in
the Holy Land! cannot possibly be attained by flouting the United Nations vhich
is the one authoritative expression of monkind's quest for justice and peace."

The full text of their statement follows:

The news that our much respected collengue on the Anglo-American Committee
of Inquiry on Palestine, Ambassador Villiem Fhillips has joined the self styled
"Committee for Justice and Pesce in the Holy Land" has caused us both sorrow and
bewilderment, It is difficult for us to comprehend how a men of lirs Phillips'
integrity can join a group, which, its record proves, has backed and encouraged
Arab aggression in Palestine and has taken an active part in the attempt to
sabotage the United Nations decision on Palectine.

The announcement of lr, Phillips' descent into the Gildersleeve~Kemmit
Roosevelt Committee was accompanied by a statement of that Committeels views on
the current Palestine situation,

The first three of the four recommendations advocated by the Gildersleeve
statement are so full of sweetness and 1lizht that when we read them our first
reaction was to check the authorship of the statement. ZXach one of us would
gladly support Count Bernadotte's peace efforts, encourage the pacification of
the lliddle East and urge economic developuent of that area in the interosts of
all the people inhabiting it.

The blind partisanship of the Gildersleeve Commuittee becomes apparent when
one reaches the fourth and last recemmendation. Here, there are no more honeyed

generalities, but a frank alliance of the Committee with the Arab League against

the State of Israel and the Jewich people. Here, Miss Gildersleeve (and

Ambagsador Phillips?) raise their voice against "extreme Zionist pressure here,

(more)
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with the insistence on separate Jevish nationalism, etc." One loolzs in vain for

the Committee's protest agoinst open Arab defiance of the United Nations cnd

brutal Aradb eggression against Israel.

In conclusion, let us state our deep conviction that "Justice and Peoce in
the Holy Lend" cannot possibly be attained by flouting the United Nations which
is the one authoritative expression of mankind’s quest for justice and peace.
Nor can justice and peace be attained by Areb shelling and destroying of the
holy shrines of Jerusalem, the capital and etemmal symbol of the Holy Land.

Trork Y. Buxton
Bortley Ce Crum

Jemes G, McDonald
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MUsray Hill 9-4499

LAND AND LABOR FOR PALESTINE

HOTEL BRESLIN
BROADWAY AND 29TH STREET
NEw York 1, N. Y.

June 25, 1948

Dr, Abba Hillel Silver
19810 Shaker Blvd,
Cleveland, Ohio

Dear Dr. Silver:

In view of the fact that I understand you may not be in New York
in the near future, I would like to inform you of the situation so far
as it concerns myself.

Teddy Kollek has cabled Tel Aviv and has also written on several
occasions and informs me that our people at the other end will be very
glad to see me and to discuss the questions under consideration,

An Ad Hoc Committee meeting has been called for Tuesday next, at
which suitable arrangements will be made for carrying on our work during

my absence in Isrsel. The proposa ch has been agreed to in prineciple
by all concernmed is that Mr, &n@ﬂw is my associate director,
will be e, and an execut ive ttee of three or fow members of
tho% will assume the direction of the work in my sbsence.
—___The foll ve been approached and have agreed to serve: William
~——", Kapelman of the ZOA3; Abreahem Kraditor of JWV; Elias Ginsburg of the Jewish
Legion and Aryeh Menzel of Hechalutz., The Ad Hoc Committee may confirm
/ this arrangement or suggest several changes, but I have no doubt that the
work will be carried on impartially and efficiently during the three weeks

that I propose to be away. I plan to leave by Alr France on July § and
to return, leaving Haifa, on the 29th,

Representations from various sources have been made, especially from
Teddy Kollek, to cut down the organization radically, leaving but a small
nucleus to carry on the work, I have recently visited a few of our field
offices and find that they are really performing yeoman service in regard
to a number of personnel spheres in addition to their efforts to find the
high grade specialists that we are now concentreting on. In view of our
conversation and in the light of the above facts, I have therefore cut down
expenses and staff only where I felt this was justified, since we can never
tell when the call will come for remewed and intensive work.

At this moment efforts are being made to form a "team" of really high
grade experts to go out as a sort of mission for three or four montsh for
the purpose not only of making a complete survey, but also of initiating
plans for high grade courses in various brenches. I am seeing our advisors
and specialists here before I leave to discuss their agpect of the problem
as viewed from this end will then, on the other side, try and obtain answers
to the various questions and bring back a more complete and thorough story




to Dr., Abba Hillel Silver

on which future action can be based.

I trust that all the above meets with your approvel, and remain
with kind personal regards

Yours very sincerely,

Wellesl
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LAND AND LABOR FOR PALESTINE

HOTEL BRESLIN
BROADWAY AND 29TH STREET
NeEw York 1, N. Y.

June 30, 1948

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver
19810 Shaker Blwvd,
Cleveland, Ohio

Dear Dr. Silver:

Further to my previous letter of June 25, I have to inform you that

a meeting of the Ad Hoc Committee took place yesterday afternoon, at which

it was decided that during my absence in Israel, the following would consti-
tute a small executive committee to direct the affairs of this organization
with Mr, Harry Keiles as Acting Executive Director: Mr, Abraham Kraditor, JWV;
Major William Kapelman, ZOAj; Mr, Joseph Sternstein, Emergency Council; and Mr,
Joseph Boxembaum, This decision goes into effect on July 6., It is understood
by all the above that they will visit this office frequently ani assemble as
required, calling for a meeting of the Ad Hoc Committee should any change of
policy arise or should there be any problems of major importance to discuss,

I have my ticket for July 5 via Air France which should give me an
opportunity of seeing our people in Paris on the way through. On my way back
I shall probably have to spend two or three days in Paris concerning a number
of matters.

I have asked Mr., Abraham Kraditor to act as liaison with you on behalf
of the executive committee, should there be any matters to discuss, For your
information, his office telephone number is Worth 2-0262, in the event of your
wishing to get in touch with him, I would like to add that at the Ad Hoc Com-
mittee meeting of yesterday, a number of gratifying remarks were passed concern-
ing the effectiveness of this organization generally and the assistance that it
has rendered in procuring vitally important personnel for certain requirements.
I would like to add that I myself am very satisfied with the cooperation I have
received from the members of the Ad Hoc Committee throughout the four months of
our work. There really has been nothing but a spirit of helpfulness from every-
body, and had externmal di fficulties not arisen, I am quite convinced that by now
we should have had a mass movement of considerable proportions on the lines you
originelly called for.

If and when I get to Jerusalem in the next week or two, I shall make a
point of calling on your fether in Rehavia. The otha matters mentioned by
you on the telephone will, of course, be dealt with immediately on my arrival,

With kind personal regards, I remain

Yours very sincerely,

Wellesley Aron




SAM BOSSIN, Chairman
(Pres. Painters District Council 6, AFL)

JOSEPH KELLER, Fin. Sec'y
(Bus. Manager, Cleveland Fur
Workers Union Local 86, CIO)

MAURICE BAYER, Treasurer
(Member, Joint Board, ILGWU-AFL)

AL BERMAN, Rec. Sec'y
(Delegate Painters Council No. 6 AFL)

Sponsors

COURTNEY D. WARD
Sec'y, Painters Dist. Council No. 6

AL YOUNG
Bus. Manager, Bakery & Confectionary
Drivers Union, Local 52, AFL

JOE MONTVICKA
Bus. Rep. Local 867, Painters
District Council, AFL

ESTHER SCHWEITZER
Member Joint Board, ILGWU-AFL

MARIE J. REED
Local Rep., U.E.-Local 735

LEROY H. FEAGLER
Int. Rep. I.L.W.U,, Local 209, CIO

JOE LONDON
Int'l Rep., IUMMSW.- CIO

RAYMOND DENNIS
Pres., Local 753, IUMMSW-CIO

HERBERT HIRSCHBERG
Int'l Rep., UE-CIO

WENDELL RINGHOLZ
Reg. Dir., Chemical Workers, CIO

HYMAN WEINBERG
Delegate, Painters Council No 6, AFL
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CLEVELAND CHAPTER

THE AMERICAN JEWISH LABOR COUNCIL

1000 WALNUT AVENUE - CHerry 1285 - CLEVELAND 14, OHIO

July 12, 1948

Dear Friend:

Present events in Palestine have profoundly stirred every
freedom loving American, The truce which was sponsored
by the British TForeign Cffice, with the support of their
friends in Washington and the oil trust was originally
intended to stifle and liquidate the new born State of
Isracl,

Throughout the truce, the British machinations against
Israel have not ceased, Arab League stooges wers
continuously supplied with noncy end arms, while our own
governm:znt has yet failed to grant Israel full diplomatic
recognition and maintained its arns erbargo. At the same
time, ZRP funds to Great Britain are continued, and even
increascd despite the kmowledge that a substantial portion
of thesc funds are used to grm and finance Arab apggressors,

Now that tha Arab aggrcssors have so brazenly brokzn the
truce, and in disregard to tho appeal of the Unitcd Nations
begun a new armed offonsive against the Statc of Israel,

it is apparcnt that we rust intensify our efforts in the
defense of Isracl and of the United !'ations decision of
November 29th, Therofors, appeal to your organization and
to all frecdon loving Amcricans to partieipate in =
carpaign to achieve the followinz objactivess

FULL AMERICAN RECOGNITION OF ISRAZL
HALTING OF ERP FUNDS TO GRZAT FRITAIN

A BOYCOTT OF IRITISH GOCDS BY INDIVIDUAL
ALERICANS

W2 placc the above proposals for your consideration and
approval, We hopo you will irmediatcly aet upon those
proposale in forwarding to the President the above demandse

Encloscd, is an envelone which we hope you will return to
us by mail, and render whatever financial aid you can, so
our orgaznization may carry out its work,

Frapfrnally ypurs,

Gon) KIB2UN
SAM BOSSIN

uopwa87¢io President




The American Jewish Labor Council
Room 5
1000 Walnut Ave.

Cleveland 14, Ohio

Attention: Mr. Joseph Keller




AMERICAN JEWISH LABOR COUNCIL
CLEVELAND CHAPTER

Pledge Amount Enclosed.

PLEASE FILL IN' NAME & ADDRESS

Please make check payable to The American Jewish Labor Council

Support the boycott against British goods
Support the rehabilitation of Jews everywhere
Support the establishment of a blood bank in Cleveland

Support the purchase of ambulances for Palestine.
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