
 
Abba Hillel Silver Collection Digitization Project 
Featuring collections from the Western Reserve Historical Society and 

The Jacob Rader Marcus Center of the American Jewish Archives 

 
 
  

Western Reserve Historical Society                 American Jewish Archives 
10825 East Boulevard, Cleveland, Ohio 44106 3101 Clifton Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220 
(216) 721-5722                                                 (513) 487-3000 
wrhs.org                                                         AmericanJewishArchives.org 

 
MS-4787: Abba Hillel Silver Papers, 1902-1989. 

Series I: General Correspondence, 1914-1969, undated. 
Sub-series A: Alphabetical, 1914-1965, undated. 

 
 

 
 
 

Reel     Box         Folder  
         35           12           843 
 
 

Jewish Agency, "A", 1947-1948. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WRHS 

a 



7 



May 181 1K7 

Dr. Oswaldo Aranb& 
United lation• General .laa•bly 
nuabing Meadowa, I.I. 

My dear Dr. Aranhas 

• 

llay I expnsa to you ay profound edmiratioa tor th• 
m&nDer 1n which you cooducted the speoiul. aesaion of the 
General J.ss .. bl.y ot the United lationa which held its t1nal 
meeting reaterday • Jt n.a on the higheat parliamentary pl .De 
and eTOked the adlliration or everyone. 

~ I especi&l.ly express to you my thanks tor the untaiJAng 
courtesy hich you ahO'wed to the aembera ot the Jeriah Agency and 
tar the manner in hich you chWRt)ioned th• r16ht or the Jerlah J.gu 
to be heard at the J.aauably ot the United Hationa. Your attitude 
waa most heartenJ.ng and placed ua under obligation to you and to 
the great country which you ao nobly represented. I tru.ot that 
I u.y have the ~1-ur• ot rieeting you persona~ before long. 

11th all good iishea, I rea1D 

Very sincerely yours, 
I ,. 

AHSaBJt \ 
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Tel. WOrth 2-2038 

United Labor Zionist Party 
of tile Umtecl State1 Cllld Ccmacla 

305 BROADWAY, Room 410 

ft:Jlfi,rtt 11l:JP,'J"1N!J '7 f'N 

JJ7NJNP J7N 

NEW YORK 7, N- Y. 

Central Committee 

July 11, 1947 

Rabbi Dr . Abba Hillel Si vur 
c/o Jewish A~ency for Pale~tine 
16 East 66th Str~et , 
New York, n.Y. 

Dear Rabbi Dr . Si lver : 

On the eve of my return nome I ould like 
to cake this opportunity to exp ess my sincere 
gratitude l'or i:,he sympathy and assistance you 
were kind enough to ive me. 

I take ·1th me the goo feeling of new 
friends and acqu~intances . I hope that in our 
devotion to, and;xfur vigorous efforts ~ n behalf 
of our common aims , we shall meet again . 

I extend to you my invitation to regard 
my heme Givat Hayim , as your home whenever you 
visit E tz Israel . 

Best wishes to ou a 
Beartzenu , 

to your , Lehitrao~h 

Since.!'ely yours , 

IBA : eh. 
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ALF"ANGE & FRIEDMAN 

DEAN ALF"ANGE 

PHILIP A , FRIEDMAN 

ROBERT .J, SCHWARTZ 

JULIUS FEIGENBAUM 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
Jewish Agency for Palestine 
16 East 66th Street 
New York, N. Y. 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

TELEPHONE LEXINGTON 2 · 8210 

October 29, 1947 

Adolph Berle advised me that he is doing his very 
best with the Cuban delegate, Mr. Belt. 

Meanwhile, I have been speaking to the members of 
the Greek delegation. As you know, they are non­
comm.11tal at the present time because of their 
interestsin the Middle East. However, I shall 
continue my efforts w1 th them. 

Sincerely, 

DA:dn 
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A distinguished Moslem spokesman, 

in a message to America, states 

his peoples' case on Palestine 
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King Abdullah­
one of tlae top leaders 

of the Arab world 

ews 

KING OF TRANS-JORDAN 

I AM especially delighted to address an 
American audience, for the tragic prob­

lt:m of Palestine will never be solved without 
American understanding, American sympa­
thy. American support. 

So many billions of words have been 
written about Palestin..:-perhaps more than 
on any other subject in history-that I hesi­
tate to add to them. Yet I am compelled to 
do so, for l am reluctantly convinced that 
the world in general, and America in par­
ticular, knows almo t nothing of the true 
case for the Arabs. 

We Arabs follow, perhaps far more than 
you think, the press of America. Wu are 
frankly disturbed to find that for every word 
printed on the Arab side, a thousand are 
printed on the Zionist side. 

There are many reasons for this: You 
hav~ many million of Jewish citizens in­
terested in this question. They are highly 
vocal and wise in the ways of publicity. 
There are few Arab citii.ens in America, 
~nd we are as yet unskilled in the technique 
. ,, modern propaganda. 

The results have been alarming for us. Ln 
your press we see a horrible caricature and 
are told it is our true portrait. In all justice, 
we cannot let this pass by default. 

Our case is quite simple: For nearly 2,000 
years Palestine has been almost 100 per cent 
Arab. It is still preponderately Arab today, 
in spite of enormous Jewish immigration. 
But if this immigration continues we shall 

24 

• This remarkable statement 
by a leading Arab SPokesman is 
of world-wide news significance. 
It clarifies for the first time the 
position of the Arab people on 
the tragic problem of Pale tine. 

THE AMERICAN MAGAZINE 
publishes it for these reasons and 
not because we agree with the 
views expressed. 

Next month we will pubJish 
a similar message from Dr. 
Abba Hillel Silver, Chairman of 
the American Section, Jewish 
Agency for Palestine, an out­
standing Zionist leader, clarify­
ing the opposing position. 

Like other Arabs, )(jog Ab­
dullah looks upon Palestine as 
an integral part of the united 
Arab world, and so he writes of 
Palestine as 0 our country." -
The Editor. 

soon be outnumbered-a minority in our 
own home. 

Palestine i a small and very poor country, 
about the cii,e of your state of Vcnnont. Its 
Arab population i only about 1,200.000. 
Already we have had forced on u , against 
our will, som~ 600.000 Zionist Jew . We are 

SY1lA 

East of the Rii·er Jordan from 
Palestine lies Abdullalt·s independ­
ent kingdom, which was once a 

p<ul of Pules/ine 

threatened with many hundreds of thou­
sands more. 

Our position is so imple and natural that 
we are amazed it bould even be questioned. 
Jt is exactly the same position you in 
America take in regard to the unhappy 
E ,opean Jews: You are sorry for them, 



PHOTOS IY PUSS ASIN . ANO IUITOIIE 

A shipload of Jewish refugees headed for Palestine. "It is Ameri­
can mo11ey," says Abdullah, "which hires or buys the refugee ships" 

but you do not want them in your country. 
We do not want them in ours, ehher. Not 

because they are Jews, but because they are 
foreigners. We would not want hundreds of 
thousands of any foreigners in our country, 
be they Englishmen or Norwegians or Bra­
ziUans or whatever. 

Think for a moment: Ln the last 25 years 
we have had one third of our entire popu­
lation forced upon us. In America that 
would be the equivalent of 45,000,000 com­
plete strangers admitted to your country, 
over your violent protest, since 1921. How 
would you have reacted to that'? 

Because of our perfectly naturaJ dislike of 
being overwhelmed in our own homeland, 
we are caUed blind nationalists and heartless 
anti-Semites. This charge would be ludicrous 
were it not so dangerous. 

No people on earth have been less "anti­
Semitic" than the Arabs. The persecution of 
the Jews has been confined almost entirely 
to the Christian nations of the West. Jews, 
themselves, will admit that never since the 
Great Dispersion did Jews develop so freely 
and reach such importance as in Spajn when 
it was an Arab possession. With very minor 
exceptions, Jews have lived for many cen­
turies in the Middle East, in complete peace 
and friendliness with their Arab neighbors. 

Damascus, Bagdad, Beirut, and other 
Arab centers have always contained large 
and pro perous Jewish colorues. Until the 
Zionist invasion of PaJestine began, these 

Jews received the most generous treatment 
-far, far better than in Christian Europe. 
Now, unhappily, for the first time in history, 
these Jews are beginning to feel the effects 
of Arab resistance to the Zionist assault. 
Most of them are as anxjous as we Arabs 
to stop it. Most of these Jews who have 
found happy homes among us resent, as we 
do, the coming of these strangers. . . . 

1 was puzzled for a long time about the 
odd belief which apparently persists in 
America that Palestine has somehow "al­
ways been a Jewish land." Recently an 
American r talked to cleared up this mys~ 
tery. He pointed out that the only things 
most Americans know about Palestine are 
what they read in the Bible. It was a Jewish 
land in those days, they reason, and they 
assume it has always remained so. 

Nothing could be farther from the truth. 
It is absurd to reach so far back into the 
mists of history to argue about who should 
have Palestine today, and I apologize for 
it. Yet the Jews do this, and I must reply to 
their "historic claim." I wonder if the world 
has ever seen a stranger sight than a group 
of people seriously pretending to claim a 
land because their ancestors lived there 
some 2,000 years ago l 

lf you suggest that I am biased, I invite 
you to read any sound history of the period 
and verify the facts. 

Such fragmentary records as we have in­
dicate that the Jews were wandering nomads 

from lra.q who moved to southern Turkey, 
came south to Palestine, stayed there a short 
time, and then passed to Egypt, where they 
remained about 400 years. About 1300 B.C. 
(according to your calendar) lhey left Egypt 
and gradually conquered mos1- bu1 not aU 
-of the inhabitants of Pale tine. 

It is significant that the Philistine - not 
the Jews-gave their name to the country; 
''Palestine" is merely the Greek form of 
"Philistia .• , 

Only once, during the empire of David 
and Solomon, did the Jew ever control 
nearly all-but not all-lhe land which is 
today Palestine. This empire lasted only 70 
years, ending in 916 B.C. Only 250 year 
later lhe Kingdom of Judah had hrunk to a 
small province around Jerusalem, barely 
a quarter of modem Palestine. 

Ln 63 B.C. the Jew were conquered by 
the Roman Pompey, and never again had 
even the vestige of independence. The Ro­
man Emperor Hadrian finally wiped them 
out about 135 A .O. He utterly dc,,,troyed 
Jerusalem> rebuilt it under another name, 
and for hundreds of years no Jew wa per­
mitted to enter it. A handful of Jew re­
mained in Palestine but lhe va t majority 
were killed or scattered to other countries, 
in the Diaspora, or the Great Di per ion. 
From that time Palestine ceased to be a 
Jewish country. in any conceivable sen c. 

This was 1,81 S year ago. and yet the 
Jews solemnly pretend they still own Pales­
tine! 1f such fantasy were allowed. how the 
map of the world would dance about ! 

Italians might claim England, which the 
Romans held so long. England might claim 
France, ''homeland" of the conquering 
Normans. And the French Nomrnn mighl 
claim Norway, where their ancc tor!, origi­
nated. And, incidentally, we Arab might 
claim Spain, which we held for 700 years. 

Many Mexjcans might claim pain, 
"homeland" of their forefather . They might 
even claim Texas, which was Me ican until 
100 years ago. And suppose the American 
Indians claimed the "homeland" of which 
they were the sole, native, and ancient oc­
cupants until only some 450 years ago! 

J AM oot being facetious. All these claims 
are just a valid- or just as fanta tic- a the 
Jewish "historic connection" with Palestine. 
Most are more vaUd. 

In any event, the great Moslem e pansion 
about 650 A.O. finally settled things. It 
dominated Palestine completely. From that 
day on, PaJesline was solidly Arabic in 
popuJation, language, and religion. When 
British annies entered the country during 
the last war, they found 500,000 Arab and 
only 65,000 Jews. 

H solid, uninterrupted Arab occupation 
for nearly I 300 year does not make a 
country ''Arab," what does?" ... 

The Jews say, and rightly, that Palestine 
is the home of their religion. It is likewise 
the birthplace of Cbri tianity, but would 
any Christian nation claim it on that ac­
count'? In passing, let me say that the 
Christiao Arabs- (Continued 011 page 122) 
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"look inside the warehouse. It wasn't much, 
but it was his only chance. 

.. Advance to be recognjzed!" 
The tall man on the left strode ahead of 

the others, the twin stars on hi cap and 
shoulders gleaming with a dull splendor. 
Eddie had a fta h impre sioo of gray hair 
and penetrnting gray eyes. His O\ n eyes 
fixed in space, he barked "Halt!·• and pre­
sented arms. 

The General saluted. "Everything in or­
der here. is it?" 

.. Yes, sir! .. Eddie said between his teeth. 
The General's eyes traveled over him with 

methodical detachment. "You k.now what 
to do in case of fire?" 

•· tn case of fire, sir. I fire my piece in the 
air once, and call out loudly, 'Fire!' Then, 
sir I proceed to waken any occupants of the 
building who may be sleeping-" 

• • V cry good," the General said. ..Cor­
pora I, your men seem familiar with their 
regulations.'' 

•· Y cs. sir." Scarlotti's voice was tremulous 
with relief. He stepped up beside the Gen­
eral and cleared his throat. "Soldier-" 

£001£ had a sudden foreboding. In that 
moment he knew, beyond any experience 
of hi own that Scarlatti was not content 
to let matter 'tand as they were. Scarlotti 
could not re isl thi opportunity to show 
off. 

"Soldier," he said, "repeat for the Gen­
eral your Second General Order." 

Eddie swallowed. The page of the manuaJ 
which had been so clear before him an in­
stant ago was blank. The black printed 
word receded somewhere into the depths of 
his memory. The faces. the impatient ex­
pectant face of the General, the Colonel, 
and the Corporal of the Guard blotted out 
everything else. 

.. Speak up!'' 
"Oh, never mind. Never mind that now, 

orporal," the General broke in. "It's the 
fire precautions I'm interested in tonight." 
He flipped another salute toward Eddie and 
crossed over to his sedan. One foot on the 
running board, he paused. "By the way, 
Corporal, what is that order?" 

.il8 the Arab• 
See t6e Je11J8 

( Continue,/ from page 25) 

and there are many hundreds of thousands 
of them in the Arab world-are in absolute 
agreement with all other Arabs in opposing 
the Zionist invasion of Palestine. 

May I also point out that Jerusalem is, 
after Mecca and Medina, the holiest place 
in Islam? In fact, in the early days of our 
religion, Moslcms prayed toward Jerusalem 
instead of Mecca. 

The Jewish "reLigious claim" to Palestine 
is as absurd as the "historic claim.'' The 
Holy Places, sacred to three great religions, 
must be open to all, the monopoly of none. 
Let us not confuse religion and politics .... 

We are told that we are inhumane and 
heartle s because we do not accept with open 
arms the perhaps 200.000 Jews in Europe 
who suffered so frightfully under Nazi 
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•·Sir?" Scarlolti's hands flattened along 
the seams of his trousers. 

"Maybe you can help us out, Colonel," 
the General suggested. 

There wa a long ilence. The Colonel 
coughed. "Suppose you tell us, General " he 
said testily ••since obviously you know the 
answer.'· 

"Certainly," the General said. .. J will.'' 
He pinched his lower lip and frowned. •· 1t 
will come back lo me in a minute.'' 

Eddie wayed forward on the balls of his 
feet, straining in sympathy with the Gen­
eral' mental effort. The Colonel folded his 
arms across his hest. The night was so 
hushed Eddie could hear moisture dripping 
from the eaves of the roof. And then, from 
behind him, rose the gentle but unmi t.ak­
abJe rhythm of a snore. 

The General raised his bead. 
Eddie found hi voice ... The Second Gen­

eral Order, sir!" he blurted. '"To help my 
buddies in time of trouble or danger!·•· 

The General's eyebrows Lifted. "Hm-m-m? 
I never heard it put that way before-" 

His voice trailed off. The Colonel and 
Scarlotti were staring, not at Eddie, but at 
a point beyond his ljne of vision. The Cor­
poral' face paled. With a firm slap of feet 
Donald padded out of the fog and halted 
one pace in front of the General. He per­
formed an about-face, shook his feather , 
and held himself rigid. 

'' What is thisr' the Colonel demanded. 
•• I forgot. you're new to this station, 

Colonel," the General said. "He is a-a 
mascot." 

"But l djstinctly heard something in that 
warehouse, sir. I sugge t we investigate." 

The General bent stiffly and stroked 
Donald's neck. Donald gave an emphatic 
hiss. "I imagine it was Donald," he said. 

"Sir!" The Colonel made a strangled 
noise in the bad of his throat. "Ducks 
don't snore!" 

The General straightened, still gazing at 
the duck, and then, to Edilie's amazement, 
he smiled, a brief, absent smile that softened 
the austerity of his profile. He scratched hi 
chin and looked at Eddie and back to the 
Colonel. "Donald is a very unusual duck," 

cruelty, and who even now-almost three 
years afler war·s end-still languish in cold, 
depressing camps. 

Let me underline several facts: 
The unimaginable persecution of the Jews 

was not done by the Arabs: it was done by 
a Christian nation of the West. The war 
which ruined Europe and made it almost 
impossible for these Jews to rehabilitate 
themselves there was fought by the Chris­
tian nations of the West. The rich and empty 
portions of the earth belong, not to the 
Arabs, but to the Christian nations of the 
West. 

And yet, to ease their consciences, these 
Christian nations of the West are asking 
Palestine-a poor and tiny Moslem country 
of the East-to accept the entire burden. 
• "We have hurt these people terribly," 

cries the West to the East. "Won't you 
please take care of them for us'!" 

We find neither logic nor justice in this. 
Are we therefore "cruel and heartless na• 
tionalists "7 

We are a generous people; we are proud 
that "Arab hospitality" is a phrase famous 

he said. • At times he' almost human .... 
Shall we go now, gentlemen?" 

Eddie watched the cherry giow of the tail­
light disappear. Lowering his rifle, he agged 
against the wall and mopped his face. 
Donald gave him a look of disapproval and 
marched off toward Post Ten. In idc the 
warehouse all wa quiet. 

Eddie prodded Mac in the ribs with his 
toe. "Mac,'' he :.lid, ••ifs almost time to go 
off duty.'· 

The import of this seemed to penetrate 
Mac' inner mt,'Chanism. He grunted and 
opened his eyes in what, to Eddie, was a 
near-miraculous recovery. •·why. I musta 
dozed off,., he mumbled. He stretched, and 
lumbered to hi (ect. •• You shoullla woke 
me:· he added accu ingly. 

Eddie sighed. He had no idea h w to ay 
what he wanted to say. Mac would have 
done the same for him, and that wa enough. 
Thirty years, Eddie decided, entitled a man 
to a mi take or two. 

"I don't uppose you know the Second 
General Order, offhand,'' faldic asked. 

•· D011·1 you know?.. Mac· voice wa 
shocked. '"Why, it' : ·To walk my pot in a 
military manner, keepin' always on the alert 
and observin • everything that takes place 
within sight or hearin'.' You got to learn 
them order , boy." 

"That's it!" ddie thought. '"That's the 
one. 'To walk my post in a military man­
ner.'" 

HJ! UNDERSTOOD then what it was about 
Mac. It wasn·t there on the surface easy lo 
see, but men like Mac and the General had 
something in common a sort of loyalty and 
tolerance that went deeper than ranl.. or or­
ders or discipline. It wa something they felt 
but never talked about. like Joe didn't talk 
about winning a Silver Star. Because Joe 
bad it, too. 

Eddie squared hi shoulders. For the first 
time he h.1d the feeling that he belonged. 
Maybe he wa learning to sol(lier already. 
"Dear Joe''- he framed the letter in hj 
mind ... Last night I saw the Old Man-" 

THIE END** 

throughout the world. We are a humane 
people; no one wa shocked more than we 
by the Hitlerite terror. No one pities the 
present plight of the de perate uropean 
Jews more than we. 

But we say that P-,tlestine has already 
sheltered 600,000 refugees. We believe that 
is enough to expect of us-even too much. 
We believe it is now the tum of the rest of 
the world to accept some of them. 

I wn..L be entirely frank with you. There is 
one thing the Arab world simply cannot 
understand. Of all the nations of the earth, 
America is most insistent that something be 
done fot these suffering Jews of Europe. 
This feeling does credit to the humanity for 
which America is famous, and to that glo­
rious inscription on your Statue of Liberty. 

And yet this same America- the richest. 
greatest, most powerful nation the world 
has ever known-refuses to accept more 
than a token ha.ndf ul of these same Jews 
herself! 

I hope you will not think I am being bitter 
about thjs. 1 have tried hard to understand 



this mysterious paradox, and I confess I 
cannot. Nor can any other Arab. 

Perhaps you have been informed that "the 
Jews in Europe want to go to no other place 
except Palestine." 

This myth is one of the greatest propa­
ganda triumphs of the Jewish Agency for 
Palestine, the organization which promotes 
with fanatic .zeal the emigration to Pales­
tine. It is a subtle half-truth, thus doubly 
dangerous. 

The astounding truth is that nobody on 
earth really knows where these unfortunate 
Jews really want to gol 

You would think that in so grave a prob­
lem, the American, Briti h, and other 
authorities responsible for the European 
Jews would have made a very careful survey, 
probably by vote, to find out where each 
Jew actually wants to go. Amazingly enough, 
this has never been done! The Jewish Agency 
has prevented it. 

Some time ago the American Military 
Governor in Germany was asked at a press 
conference bow he was so certain that all 
Jews there wanted to go to Palestine His 
an wer was simply : "My Jewish advisers 
tell me so." He admitted no poll had ever 
been made. Preparations were indeed begun 
for one, but the Jewish Agency stepped in 
to stop it. 

The truth is that the Jews in German 
camps are now subjected to a Zionist pres-
ure campaign which learned much from 

the Nazi terror. lt i dangerous for a Jew 
to say that be would rather go to some 
other country, not Palestine. Such di senters 
have been severely beaten, and worse. 

Not long ago, in Palestine, nearly 1,000 
Austrian Jews informed the international 
refugee organization that they would like to 
go back to Austria, and plans were made 
to repatriase them. 

The Jewish Agency heard of thi , and 
exerted enough political pressure to stop it. 
It would be bad propaganda for Zionism 
if Jews began leaving Pale tine. The nearly 
1,000 Austrians are still there, against their 
wiU. 

THE fact is that most of the European 
Jews are Western in culture and outlook, 
entirely urban in experience and habits. 
They cannot really have their hearts set on 
becoming pioneers in the barren, arid, 
cramped land which is Palestine. 

One thing, however, is undoubtedly true. 
As matters stand now, most refugee Jews in 
Europe would, indeed, vote for Palestine, 
simply because they know no other country 
will have them. 

lf you or I were given a choice between a 
near-prison camp for the rest of our lives­
or Palestine-we would both choose Pales­
tine, too. 

But open up any other alternative to them, 
give them any other choice, and see what 
happens! 

No poll, however, will be worth anything 
unless the nation of the earth are willing to 
open their doors-just a little-to the Jews. 
In other words, if in such a poll a Jew says 
he wants to go to Sweden, Sweden must be 
willin~ to accept him. If be votes for 
America, you must let him come in. 

Any other kind of poU would be a farce. 
For the desperate Jew, thi i no idle testing 
of opinion ; this is a grave matter of life or 
death. Unless be is absolutely sure that his 
vote means something, he wiU always vote 
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for Palestine, so as not to risk his bird in 
the hand for one in the bush. 

In any event, Palestine can accept no 
more. 1bc 65,000 Jews in Palestine in 1918 
have jumped to <i00,000 today. We Arabi 
have increased, too, but not by immigration. 
The Jews were then a mere 11 per cent of 
our population. Today they ~ one third 
of it. 

The rate of increase bas been terrifying. 
In a few more years-unless stopped now­
it will overwhelm us, and we shall be an 
impotent minority in our own home. 

Surely the n:st ·or the wide world is rich 
enough and generous enough to find a place 
for 200,000 Jews-about one third the 
number that tiny, poor Palestine has already 
sheltered. For the rest of the world, it is 
hardly a drop in the bucket. For us it means 
national suicide. . . . 

W. AU sometimes told that since the 
Jews came to Palestine, the Arab standard 
of living has improved. This is a most com­
plicated question. But let us even assume, 
for the argument, that it is true. We would 
rather be a bit poorer, and masters of our 
own home. Is this unnatural? 

The sorry story of the so-called "Balfour 
Declaration" which started Zionist immi­
gration into Palestine is too complicated 
to repeat here in detail. It is grounded in 
broken promises to the Arabs-promises 
made in cold print which admit no denying. 

We utterly deny its validity. We utterly 
deny the right of Great Britain to give away 
Arab land for a .. national home" for an 
entirely foreign people. 

Even the League of Nations sanction does 
not alter this. At the time, not a single Arab 
state was a member of the League. We were 
not allowed to say a word in our own de­
f ense. 

I must point out, again in friendly frank­
ness, that America was nearly as responsible 
as Britain for this Balfour Declaration. 
President Wilson approved it before it was 
issued, and the American Congress adopted 
it word for word in a joint resolution on 
June 30, 1922. 

In the 1920's Arabs were annoyed and 
insulted by Zionist immigration, but not 
alarmed by it. It was steady, but fairly small, 
as even the Zionist founders thought it 

Portrait ol Mar11 

( Continwd from page 41) 

rest they swam, they drove through Vedado 
while she showed him the mansions, they 
stopped at Carmela's for double ico-cream 
sodas, or window-shopped on the Prado. · 
Once or twice they played tennis, but neither 
of than was really good at it. Gregory, when 
he thought to ask, was mildly surprised that 
Leslie should want to share her day, but be 
was approving. It ensured them of a con­
stant celebrity to take to dinners, and Payne 
seemed a nice sort. 

"And a dam• good painter," Gregory al­
ways added a!suredly ... One of the best in 
the States." That was important. 

Mary, lookin$ daily at the~ odd and 
wholly unrealisbc portrait of benelf, wasn't 
so sure. 
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would remain. Indeed, for some years, more 
Jews left Palestine than entered it-in 1927 
almost twice as many. 

But two new facton, entirely unforeaeen 
by Britain or the League or America or the 
most fervent Zionist, arose in the early 
thirties to raise the immigration to un­
dreamed heights. One was the World De­
pression ; the second the rise of Hitler. 

In 1932, the year before Hitler came to 
power, onlf9,SOO Jews came to Palestine. 
We did not welcome them, but we were not 
afraid that, at that rate, our solid Arab 
majority would ever be in danger. 

But the next year-the year of Hitler-it 
jumped to 30,0001 lo 1934 it was 42,0001 In 
1935 it reached 61,000! 

It was no longer the orderly arrival of 
idealistic Zionists. Rather, all Europe was 
pouring its frightened Jews upon us. 1ben, 
at last, we, too, became frightened. We knew 
that unless this enormous in.flux stopped, we 
were,. as Arabs, doomed in our Palestine 
homeland. 

And we have not changed our minds .... 
I have the impression that many Ameri­

cans believe the trouble in Palestine is very 
remote from them, that America had little 
to do with it, and that your only interest 
now is that of a humane bystander. 

I believe that you do not reali2Je bow 
directly you are, as. a nation, responsible in 
general for the whole Zion1st move and 
specifically for the present terrorism. 1 call 
this to your attention because I am certain 
that if you realize your responsibility you 
will act fairly to admit it and assume it. 

Quite aside from official American sup­
port for the "National Home" of the Bai­
r our Declaration, the Zionist settlements in 
Palestine would have been almost impos-­
sible, on anything lik~ the current scale, 
without American money. This was con­
tributed by American Jewry in an idealistic 
efl'ort to help their fellows. 

The motive was worthy; the results were 
disastrous. The contributions were by pri­
vate individuals, but they were almost en­
tirely Americans, and, as a nation, only 
America can answer for it. 

The present catastrophe may be laid al­
most entirely at your door. Your govern­
ment, almost alone in the world, is insisting 
on the immediate admission of 100,000 

.. 1, looks like me." she commented. "And 
yet it doesn't." 

Leslie said impatiently, "You don't under-
stand. It's my impression of you." 

.. Like an oasis-or something?" 
"Stop joking. You're too smug ... 
She didn't argue. But she knew, then. that 

be couldn't be a really good artist. Not if be 
thought her smug, or could insist that 
she had calm integrity and poise, quiet 
humor and determination. She was, and had, 
none or theac things. 

As nn days flew by, pleasan~ friendly days 
in which the portrait neared completion, she 
began to wonder what would happen when 
it was finished. No one, as yet, knew of it. 

.. I look like a scarecrow,•• she complained, 
after almost two weeks of sitting. "rm not 
that thin." She pointed to the hollows in the 
face on the ponrait. 

"You have good bones," be said. "I want 
to point than up." 

more Jews into Palestine-to be followed by 
countless additional ones. This will have the 
most frightful conacqueoces in bloody chaos 
beyond anything ever hinted at in Palestine 
before. 

It is your press and political leadership, 
almost alone in the world, who press this 
demand. 

It is almost entirely American money 
which hires or buys the "refugee ships" that 
steam illegally toward Palestine; American 
money which pays their crews. The illegal 
immigration from Europe is arranged by 
the Jewish Agency, supported almost en­
tirely by American funds. It is American 
dollars which support the terrorists, which 
buy the bullets and pistols that kill British 
soldien-your all.ics-and Arab citwms­
your friends. 

We in the Arab world were stunned to 
bear that you permit open advertisements in 
newspapers asking for money to finance 
these terrorists, to arm them openly and 
deliberately for murder. We could not be­
lieve this could really happen in the modem 
world. Now we must b. ~ve it; we have seen 
the advertisements with our own eyes. . . . 

I POINT out these things because nothing 
less than complete frankness will be of use. 
The crisis is too stark for mere polite vague• 
nesses which mean nothing. 

I have the most complete confidence in 
the fair-mindedness and generosity of the 
American public. We Arabs ask no favors. 
We ask only that you know the full truth, 
not half of it. We ask only that, when you 
judge the Palestine question. you put your­
selves in our place. 

What would your answer be if some out­
side agency told you that you must acoept 
in America many millions of utter strangers 
in your midst-enough to dominate your 
country-merely because they insisted on 
going to America, and because their fore,. 
fathers had once lived there some 2,000 
years ago? 

Our answer is the same. 
And what would be your action if, in 

spite or your refusal, this outside agency 
began forcing them on you? 

Ours will be the same. 

"Well, you did. I'm all bones and no flesh, 
and why on earth do my eyes pop like that? 
I look positively thyroid." 

He waved her away disgustedly. "Your 
eyes are the focal point _of your face. They 
dominate you and everybody else." 

She shrugged. She didn't care too much 
that he bad made her so strange,,looking. 
Except for him. Some day he might want to 
show the picture to people, and she was 
afraid of their reaction. 

"You may not believe it," he told her one 
day, "but this is one of my best works. I 
could get a good price for it." 

She smiled, and then measured the back of 
the sweater she was making for Gregory. 
"Well, that's nice." 

"Is that all you can say? 1 make you a 
pre.,ent. and that's the only thanks I get?" 

A twinge of nervousness gripped her. If it 
was her present, what would she do with it? 
Leslie wasn't leaving for Mets, and the pH> 
turc would be finished in a few days. Wbae 
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Ber■chel Auerbach 

Bneloeed herewith 70u will find letter from Archie Greenberg 
to• plue the report which you wuted. I hope thle fill■ 
the need sn4 an■ver• the q_ueatlonqJ'C)a. 11117 h&n. 

On a nuaber ot occaaionA I hsTe tolcl people about J.reh1•'• 
poaltloa •• an ob•erTor at the mr, e.114 I have contlzmou.1117 
ha4 coapla1nta fro■ Archie tbllt he ha■ not been contacted 
or asked for Mterial tat he h&a. It ha• only been -upon 
rq la■tigation tbat he hae ■ent u.terial u. I 4on1 t think 
tb8.t this ie right, and ■o-one in the .._rgenc7 Couc,il or 
e.t the Agen07 ehould be giffn the r• ■J>Oa■ibil1t7 of keepiag 
1a coataot with Archie and other ob•enore eo a• to get in­
foraation dirertq from them as to what they 11&1' now. 

!hi■ 1 ■ onq a eugge1tloa_, but I think th&t great uee can 
be aad• of these obaer-,ore. 

Iinde1t personal regard•• 



• 

r. Er c J. Asch enas · 
c/o Maccabi Athl tic Clu 
D strict il'5 Z>.A. 
S821 Broad a 
Ne York, N.Y. 

y dear r. Aschkenas a 

November 20,147 

Y ur two letters d ted ugu t 24 nd. u ust 26,147 
ddressed t me to Zurich, Switzerl nd · ve Jut rece ,tly been 

rorwarded to me here. I am sor th~t ther s this long 
del • in ur contribution reaching m. 

I am dee l r:1tef ·l y u r 
in sending me a chec for 7.50 h h 
collected fr the ne it o h h 
Exodus l 47. I have th: s da : or. d 

ur thou ,httulnes 
s th ount 
u ees on the 

eo t . the 
c no led e 
t t h t t he 

Hag nah, hich or nlz· tion ill, I s re, 
it 1rectl· to • The Ha h will s e to 
reaches ts rop r esti ti 

HSsBK 
Inc. 

1th 11 god e, Ir in 

Ver cord· 11 • rs, 

1 t 
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UN!T&J • ~11\.TES : llSSION 
TO THE UIJITlID N,SIOiJS 

Pross R~l oaso #411 
l.fo.rch 19, l 948 

s1; TE1IBNT BY . i.1 rn.:.ss.J)()R T•-I.JmEN R. ,~usTIN IN THE .. J~TERuooN .SESSION 
• • OF 'THE SECURITY COUNCIL • 

The resolution ndopted by the Sucuri ty Council on Hnrch 5 , . 1948 r c­
quost0d tho permanent ncrabors of tho Council first to consult and inform 
tho Security Council rcgnrding tho· situction with r espect to Palestine, 
n..nd second to 1:'k:l~o, as a r esult of such consultations, r cco.nnendntions to 
it r ognrding tho guidnnco mid instructions which the Council night usu­
fully give to tho Palestine Commission with a view of iraplun13nting tho 
r esolution of tho General ass cnbly. . 

In support of tho position ngroed on by at l east sonc of tho porr.i.~n0nt 
nombors, it night be helpful to tho Council, I!r. President, for n u to sum­
nnrizc briefly, ns ,ro understand thun, the present positions of the Pal estine 
Conoission, thu 1Iandatory Power c.nd tho Jows n.nd ,·~rahs of Pnl cstinc concorning 
inplcmcntntion of tho partition plan rocor.ir.1endcd bjr the Goncrn.l. Assor:1.bly. 

Duri ng th~ consultations of the past two wocks tho Pnl cstino Conm.issi on 
wt1s asked whothcr it had found sufficient _acceptance of tho partition plan 
on tho pc.rt of the Jews, tho Hrr..bs and the Hnndntory Power to n.fford n basis 
foI' ·its pcncoful inploncmtation. The Commission's nnsvirur vms no. · It ob­
sorvud, in this connection, thc.t the Jews of Po.l ostino guner o.lly o.ccoptod 
the pl~n, th .... ~ tho ,·~rubs of Palestine goncr n.lly opposed tho plan; and th::,.t 
tho :!ruidntory Power had declined to tnko any act ion which might bo int0r­
prut od as involving inplomentntion of the plan. 

The Conr:dssion has repeated its vicv, thnt it could not dischn.rg1.., its 
r 0sponsibilitios on tho t onninntion of tho mmdnt c without th0 nssiste.nco 
of n.n ndoqun.t o non-Pn.l estininn n.rnod forca for tho pruscrvo.tion of l o.w nnd 
order. T~o Coor.dssion do cs not consider it possible to inplununt thu plnn 
by poo.coful monns oithor ns a whole or in subst~ntial pnrt so l~ng as the 
existing vigorous iLrn.b r esistance to partition persists. 

The Conmission considorod itself unable, vii.thin thu t oms ·~f· thu resolu­
tion of the Gunoro.l Asscmbllr, to consider vrhother nny modification of tho 
rocomnonded plan r.-tlght offer n basis for agrooocnt anong the poople of Pal es­
tine. 

1'lith rogard to the ostnblishi\tont of tho provisional councils of govcm­
oont in tho proposed Jowish nnd Arnb Stntos by .·~p'ril l, 1948, .. tho Com­
nission hn.s concluded: (n) thnt the attitudo of tho ~r b Hiehor Cor.v:uttoe 
und ,·~rab rosistnneo in Pnlostinc procludo nny possibility of sol acting a 
provisionnl council of govomr:wnt for tho proposed arnb Stntc by tho first 
of :~prilf (b) thnt ,,,mile the Cornnission cnn t nk0 nnd has in fact to.ken somo 
prolininnry steps to,vnrd the selection of the provisional council of govom­
nont for tho Jovr.l.sh State, . tho provisional council will not bo able to carry 
out its functionst ~n the sonse of thu plnn, prior to the t orr.ii.nation of tho 
mn.ndntc _. (c) tho position of tho .rnndntory Power precludes nny p~sibi:lity 
of fulfilline by ;iprll l the provisions of tho plan as roga.rds -oithoi, tho '"rnb 
or tho J mrl.sh Provisional Council of Govomnont •. 

~-.i th r ognrd to tho City of Jorusnlcm1 the Coamission 's viow is that tho 
a.dninistrntion of tho City of Jorusnl~ by tho United Nntions is possible 
if tho plM of partition with economic union is gcnornlly nccoptod oy tho 
,\rnb and Jewish comunitios of Pal estine and poo.cofully implcmonted. 

HOR.!.!, 



r I I 

In resp nsc to questions co .ccmir.g inplc1.1. utntion of tl.J Gcncr".l 

n.SScr,bl.,· r ccof1.l"t ... ndo.tion; tl e 1.0.ndat I:i' Po·~ ;r str.tcd t' 1&t it li~S "accepted" 

the pl~i..'1. of p~: ti tion vn th eccn:>nic union r, ... cor.n~ndcd by thn Ge 1cr, .1 .~s-

s cnbly, but thn.t it cnn:1ot p1.rticipt.t•J ~n its implJm0!1trtiono 
1
·:hilo it 

,-.r:i.shed to avoid my action whi-ch nu.0 ht be co1 sidered as obstructive, it 

could not its0lf be 1nstrur.iental in putting into eff ,ct .:i plnn which is 

not· accepted by both the ~1.rn.bs end tho J JWS of Pt..lcstine. 

The r epres entative of th\,,; • ~o.nd '1.tory Pou ... r inform Jd the ;.1rr.anC;nt mou-

bers tl :it his Governn nt considorud t hat it ·:ould bv vc1 r ~f.i.cult to 

carry out the pl -m without th0 backing of fo~:·cc; t'.1.:1.t ~vJn· if tlic J c ·lish 

nilitin. vrcro ·sufficiently arncd to ~r.sur~ th"' o ennizntion ., d protection 

of tho J o ·ti.sh ·State, such action would not C• t;1 ... 0q_U.:.valc-nt of a s ~ttl:Jmt-nt; 

thnt tho United I"ingdom did not b<.;livvc th-.it thuru vrcr ':l !lnY nod:i fic~t:i.onG in 

detail i.1hich·would mP.ko tho plnn acccpto.blu both to thu J vws and r\r:i.bs of 

P::lostino; nnd that no chnn e in thJ tir.lctnblc of Briti.sh v1i.thdrn •r.:.l froi:\ 

p-,_lcstine is contcmplatud by thu Uni tod IU.ngdom., • The r v,r 0s~ntntivc of 

tho Uni tcd l~ngdom further statud ti1r.t his govorru:1-~nt hnd no suggestions to 

make ,.:i.th r ognrd to ocans by which the Jews and .~r~bs of Pnlcstin ... night 

be brought togothor although successful efforts in this dir0ction woul bo • 

wclconed~ • 

Ropros ntn.tives of tl:lc linndntory Gov.__nw(;nt furthvr indicn.tcd th~t 

would be n very substp.nti 1.1 • d..:fici t in tho p-,10s tini r n bude•~ t follo ring 

British withdraw1.l o.nd that~ while tho P-.. lol3tininn GovornnLnt ha
0 

been 

financinll solf-•suffici -nt, tho cost of m,dntn.irinr British forces in 

Pnlcstinc is considcrabl largur thn.n tho totnl ~ ~lestini -u-1 budgvt of 96 

million doll~rs rumu1.lly. • 

Rcpros \jntnti vos of tho J o.Tish :~g0ncy st1.tod thnt the Jurrs of Palestine 

accept th pc.rtition plan. Ti'i.f rlgcncy 'el • .. cd thc.t tho plcn rvpros ~nts., 

however, an irruducibll!l mini.mum .for the J vra of Pr.lustino sincu it :--.lready 

. ~-
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involves&' great rud~ction·in what they cqrisidor their rightful claims, 
.Uso,thnt, although there is no perfect or cn~y solution, tho prcsJnt 

. plan· is the only practical solution 'roached · nfter: .cmny other :plnns hnd 
failed of nccoptnnco. The Agency represontativos stated that it should 
now bo takcu as a postulate that apy plan whntover will roquir0 onforco­
mcnt~ No modifications in the plnn ,,.rould convnond th'omsclvcs to the Jov,s 
and tho Jewish Agency doos not sco any po~sibili ty of modificntions ·which 
would make tho plan nccoptablo to tho Arabs. 

The Jewish Ag~ncr. stated thn~ ·the Jews of Palestine would be ready 
to undcrtnko tho responsibilitics ·for govcrnt1cnt ru1.d for tho mnintcnnnce 
of law ond order within tho proposed Jewish Stnto. They cxprossod con­
fidonco that they could assort tho authority of tho Jewish Stntc and 
mnintain ossontiai public sorvices, This would presupposo tho establish~ 
mcnt Md equi'poont of tho militia contcmplntcd in the plan and tho rOJ!lovnl 
of restrictions on the importntion of anns . Thoy b licvod thn.t nn in­
tomationnl force would be necessary; Md that if no int0rnntionnl force 
wore· provided, much more serious losses both to i'trn.bs o.nd Jovrs would rc­
sul t. 

On .the question of inplcncntntion by pco.ccful noo..ns, the Jctrish 
:igency st tad that it did not believe it would bo possible to obtain n 
formnl public ugroc~cnt with·tho Arabs of Palestine in advance of im­
plcmcntntion. They believed, howovur, that if 1 ft alone, considorablo 
sections of Pn.LJstininn rabs would be willing to cooperate or acquiosco; 
but th~t armed intervention by n~ighboring stat ·1s conplotcly changed thnt 
situc.tion. 

'ith respect to econonic union, th~ Jewish ".gency stntod thrit ' thoy 
nccGptcd uconomic union ns ~ p~rt of tho plnn although thjy thums9lvos 
did not ask for it.. The . gcncy docs not oonsidur the principlos of tho 
proposed economic union ossuntial to tho cconooic life of Palestine as 

whole or to cruation of tho, Jewish Statv.. Tho ~~gcncy considors thn.t 
cconor.ri.c union ~hould not be nn obst~clc to the creation of th0 Jorn.sh 
St'ltc •. 

Thu· representatives of tho· Jewish J.guncy stated thnt tho Jovro 
would cooper tc in the administration of Jerusalem by the United Nution~ 
consi~crod, however, as part of the partition plan. Thct United Nations 
Qdr:linistration of Jcrusalcn npart from tho plD.n would cro~to . serious 
obstnclc ·to coopwrntion, 

Tho Jews insist upon tho control of immigration, so.id tho Jcvrl.sh 
;gcncy, bocauso that wo.s a question of sov rcignty o.nd. wns n rost 

• essential part of th whole schomu.. The. Jews, they sn.id, must hc.vo 
the keys to their o·wn homeland ·in thuir OWQ hand. The oxclus~v': 
control of iJrvnigrntion was the most powerful argument in persuading 
th ... Jews to accept the partition plan. They had in nind a rn.tu of 
immigrntion of 80,000 to 100,0to n yonr (roughly 1,000,000 over a . 
ton-year period} subject .to chnnging conditions both insi.do tho Jcv~sh 
Stnte nnd in ·areas outside~ Thay pointed out that there no long r is . 
n great reservoir of Jows in Europe c?Jld that :.ra'b foor~ tho.t Po.lcstinc 
\lould be inundn.tcd c::i.n no longer bq considered as vtcll grounded •. 
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,·~ ~e~)re~ont· ·tiv0 of . the hrnL Hight::r Comruitt~e made ..:1. formal statement 
on beh~~r· ·of . the Con:unJ.t~ee which ops~r·1~d that .:ill of th~ _qt.1esti0Qs which 
had been ditected

1
, t.t? ~h~ • Committee rev9l~a~. arqund pai .. ti~ioi:i.: whicn, w~th 

the cl~~r: c1c;td qnaquiyocq~ support .of Ara~ States, ½he 4ra9s _of . Paldstin.a .have 
cat¥r oricnlly r~jected~ rh~s ~tatamcnt went on to say thnt theArab H~gh~r 
Committoe v~ished to re'iterat.e it's reiection of solutions uased on partitlon 
in an~r 'form, inclu<1ing crdation of n. . separate prov~sional Of po_rrri.:i.nont 
~dministrntion for the ·city of ~erusalem. 

Arnb Higher 
Th~Cor.unittve further wish1Jd to amph~_.si ,..,e ~hn.t the or:il.,r solution 

comp::itibl'c with the _ideals of. the Un;i.tad Nations Chartur .-~nd ~yhich would 
;.:uarantee p~a.ce :3.nd sucurity in Pales tine would. be tho form1.tion of one 
indepcnJurit s.tnt0 for 'the ·-,,·1hol~ of Pal0stine whose constituion. would be b sed 
on dem9cro.tic principles .:ind 1.v_hich ,vould ,include ac.lequ1.t~ saf1;;6un..rds for. 
r.unorities und the safety of 'th holy places. · The Ar·~b High,~r Ccmnitt01:1 
stated in this connection that such n St::tte would be p!"'epnr~d to occ~JJt full 
r0s porisibili ty for ciov\;rnmental ;-,'c:tninist,r:1tion and r.;:1int0nance of_ l 1w nnd. 
order in the :,hola of PaL:istine and th::-1t it would bu prep.::i.red ~o trc'.3.t al;L 
citizens ~nd residents of ,'111 creeds with justice which b0f'its a truly. fi rno­
cratic country, 

An .identical. •. uastion ,-Jas s ubmitted to th0. J 0wi sh : fencv7, th\.! Ar-ib St'1.t1..:s, 
and tha Ar:ib .Hit:hcr Committee , vi::: : 11 T1ould th(;; ( ~ddrcssec) bB prepnr0d to ant·~r 
into th~ nocess:i.ry_ .::if:: r oemonts for :111 t:ffectiv0 ~ruce in P· l csti\1-.;;;?" Summarized , 
the. replies wcr~ .:1s follo11s : The J 0wish A;;--~n~z: . Y_IJs , if C'lrricd out within 
the fr·unav,ork of implcment~tion of th0 Rosoluti n of the General Hssumbly md 
in strict conformity with thd time-table prcnidcd in that R..:!solution. The 
Arab st~tBs: Y~s , if Partition is s usp~nded . No reply h~s be8h rcceiv~d from 
the Ar~. !1i.sn~r Committee. However, thnt Committee has cc>.tcgoric3.lly r ejected 
partitl.on. 

Having -considered the r ~sults of the consult~tions of thv pnst - two ·w0~ks , 
we must 9.lso r c?floct upon thd si.tv. tton in Pti.L;stinG on :lay 15, 1948, on which 
date thcl !.I.:tndntory Power now pl:.ns to t~rminnt~ the .!.:in.date . 

In his statl:lmcnt to thu S\;curity council on Febru:-iry ?.4 , 1948, th~ r epre­
sentrtiv.:; of th United Kingdom s:iid, 11 ,fy Govurnm~nt ar.J bringing to an cmd 
th • discharge of -thuir r esponsibilities toviar.ds Pal0stinu undur the 1 an at~ 
:ind ar~ l l;lavin6 the futur-e of tho.t country t ·o .internn tiono.l nu thority. 11 

On March 2, 1948, the R~~~clsontntive of the United KinLdom r eferred , in 
his stateri10~t to the Council, to "whn.tevcr proc durc th0 Unitl3d N1.tions r.iay 
decide to adopt with n vi,JW to .:issuminr; r esponsibility• for th~ Govc:rnm\jnt of 
Pales tine on M,<; 15 ," and concluded with th~ ·st.:::.t0r10nt, ''Finally, I must 
repeat that the United Kingdom cannot 0ntvr into any n.Jw or axt ·ended cor.im.it­
meht in rc.:gn .. d to ·Pal0stin0 .• Ou. contribution · has· already been· made ovclr the 
years and the do.te of t e rmination of our· responsibility is irr1;.;vocably fix0d, 11 

• 
Th~ status of P"l~st.fnl::3 will be eouivoca1. -.btJc·ause th0 United Kingdom • 

seeks to c ive up thl:3 M,u1da.te. ArticL., 5 of thG Li", date in r 0sp13ct of Palestine 
provides:· "Thv M··ndatory shall bG rosponsibb1 ft;>n seeing that no P·•lcstina • 
territory shall be' ceded or ldased to, or in any way placed under th~ control 
of, th0 gove.mmi.;nt of any foreign power," 

In th~ premises th~re is the urgent nved for uarly clarification of the 
United Nations responsibility t~wnrd Pal0stihe. 

The a~ner~l tssembly and the Sacurity Council have broad responsibilities 
in fidelity to the principlus f justice and th~ nims of the Charter to assist 

in bringing about a pncific settlement ~f situ~tions ~nd disputes placed before 
·th~m. Thd Security Council has specific oblig~tions and powers where it finds 
a thr0at to th0 p~ace, broach of th8 peace, or act of aggr~ssion. I have 
already de .lt, in my state~ants to thd Security Council on Februnry 24 and 
March 2• with these responsibiliti~s~ 

UC'RE 
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~ .The assumption. of adminis~rative or go~arnmehtaL resppnsibility by 

th~ United Nations is another matter. If tha United Nations is to act as 
a gov~rnm~nt, a large administrativa task is involvad. The Organization 
itself becom~s directly responsible for all phases of the life of the p~ople 
ov r whom such powers are ex~rcised. It is a formidable r~sponsibility and 
a h0avy financial commitment is incurr~d ~ al~ 57 mclmbers of the Organiza­
tion, 

The United N,1tions does not nuto~tically fall huir to tha r~sponsi­
biliti~s ~ither of the League of Nations or of th~ Mandatory Power in r ~spect 
of too Palestine Uandate . The racord seems to us entirely clear that the 
United Nations did not take over the Le~gdc of Nations mandatu system. 

Tha Loa~ewf Nations Assembly on· April 18~ 1946,. nt its final sessi n, 
petssed a resolution which included the following two p~ragraphs, 

II THE ; SSE, ;BLY . . . . .... 

J~ RECCGNI:.SS TH.~T, on th0 tdrmin~tion of the L~agudrs ~xist~nce, 
its functions with respect to th~ m.1.0dated territori0s will come to an 
end, but notes th· t Chapters XI, XII, and XIII of the Ch.:trtc?r of 
the Unitad Nations ~mbo y pri~ciplds corresponding to those declared 
in :.rticlcl 22 of tht; Cov~nant of the League; 

4.. T/.Ki£S NOTS of the 0xpressod int...,nticaa of th0 t er.1bGrs of 
th~ L~~gue now administuring t1Jrritori0s undur mn.ncb.t~ to continu0 
to administ0r th~r.1 for tho W.Jil-bcin and devclopm nt of tho pcopl~s 
conc~rned in accordance with th0 obligations cont~incd in th~ 
r~sp0ctiv0 mandat~s, until oth0r 3rrangvm~nts h3ve been agreed 
betweun ~ United Nations md th0 r8spectivo manctato'ry pow rs. 11 

ft the First P~rt of th0 First Session of the Unitod Nations Gen~ral 
Ass , ... mbly, on Febru'lry 12, 1946, th0 Assembl:r p"..ssed a rl."!solution rdg.~rding 
th\3 tr'\nsfer of certnin functions, l'!.C ti vi tios, and assc?ts of the Ld.:igue of 
Nations to th.J Unit~d N'ltions. No transf 1;;.r of functions conc~rning m'\nd~t~s 
wns m~ntion~d. Tho r 0solution included the stntemcnt th1t: • 

11 Thd Gdncr l Assembly will itsdlf dX::u:iinc, or will submit to 
thu appropri~t~ organ of thu United Nations, any reauust from 
thd p1rties th1t th~ United Nations should assumu tho 0xorcise 
of functions or powers entrusttJd to the Luague of N'ltions bj' 
truati0s, int~rn,tionnl conv~ntions, ngreom0nts, ~nd othdr 

ins trum0nts having a p1Jlitic~l char ct.Jr. 11 

Provision was made in th0 Unitud Nntiohs Charter for the volunt ry 
pl~cinf of mmd~tes under a trusteeship syst0m by m~ans of trusteeship ngree­
munts betweE:!n tho Gl.¾neral :~ss\:.lmbl.y or tho Security Council and th1.: states 
diructly conccrnud, including the mandatory power. By such an grecment , 
th~ United Nations i t self, und~r Article 81 of the Chart~r, could become 
th0 administt:!rin· uthority for· a trust territory. No such prooosal h 1s 
roen mn.de by th~ M:10d~tory Power with rospGct to Pal~stina .:ind no action 
has b01:?n taken by the Unitad N·Ltions itsalf which would have th t result, 

~ 
i unilator ~l decision by the United Kingdom to t0rminate tha P1.lus tine 

MMdate can not ~utomatically commit th~ United N1tions to r~sponsibility 
for govdrning that country. ·.10 tnink it clear that the United Nations does 
not succeed to :1dminist.rutive r0sponsibility for Pal1:,3stine merely beaause 
t.h~ latter is a mand-:i..te. Signing theCh'lrter did not commit th-J sign1.tories 
to a contingunt li~bility for mandat~s, to become op~r tive by th~ decisions 
of m.mdatory powers to abandon th0ir m.'lndates. On th~ fncts r~ported by 
th0 Pdrmanunt .I~mbers, Pal, stint., is a 1.nnd falling under Chaptur XI of the 

United Nations Chilrt0r, a non-self-gov~rning territory. 

Do~s th~ G~ner1.l 1~ssembly recommcmdation of Novt3mber 29, 1947, consti­
tutG an acc~ptance by tha Unit~d Nations of gov~rnm~ntal rosponsibility for 
Pnldstine? 

.JORE 
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On April 2,. 1,9.4-7 t t~e. Unite~ Kipgdom dir0cted a r -3.qu__,st to th~ 
Secretn.ry-G· h~ra~ ~f th_e• U.rtit~d N tiqns the first p.1rt ' of which sta t Gs: 

. ' 

. . . 
. . . i ..• ~ ; ' •• . 

, '.'His Ua_jesty's Governm nt in th·e Unit~d 'Kingdom r a,·uest • 
the Secr~tary.~0neral of. th\,;; Unitdd ·Na tions to pl'lce th .; q -..:sti n 
of Palust.ine ·on th0 aedndn ·qr 'th- Gene r 1 Assvmbly" • t its n0xt 
re;gul 1r nnnu:11 session. Thuy will submit t'o • the ·~~ss.Jmb1f. an 
·1.ccount of the ir adninistration of the L -..:ag ~ of U;-.tions .. .'' • 
mandate . and will ask t .hu Assembly to me.k-.; rt.:comm.;nc ... tions, under 
l.rticlG 10 . o: the Ch:i.rter, concerning thu • futu'r 0 gcvurnm~nt 
of Pal~stiqe . 11 

j 

Thus , thu quustion of P:il vstine ca.me before t h.J Gi'..:nl..!.:•11 ,' ssembly only 
as~ rJqu0st for~ ~ r~co½.mendation, No proposal was tn.:1de by th~ Unit ~d 
Kingdom. tp th\;; G0neral • sst:;nbly th~t the United. Na tiOhs i t s 0lf und·, rtnku 
r espons ibility for th8 gov1.:rnr. ent 'of Pa l.JstintJ . 

Following consid r a tion of th\j cu..;sti on of Pe l 0.stin1J in a Sp.;ci-il 
·Se ssion, in u ep0ci~l comr:u.tt~e (UNCCOP) , and at its S..;cond R•1Gul ".r Sds s ion, 
the G\Jner 1 :~ss\31.1bly passed a rt1s~lution which r1;.,comm~.md1Jd 11 to th..: Unit1.:d 
Kin;:.;don, . r.ts th~ 1 c.ndc.tory p·ower fo r P:il~s tiri~ , .:m1 to o.11 oth~r M1.:1.1be rs of 
the Unitt!d N:1tions, thl..! :i.doption ~r-d impl-=lm~nt :tion, with r ~ 1r d to th0 
1uture gov._,_ rnncnt of. P:-.l ~stin~, • of th1J pln.n of p rtition 1:i t h e conomic 
union" set forth in 'th.J r -3solution. • 

. . 
Under tho plnn, -th~ United t ·-~tions :'lgr e~d, .s ·-. p _-rt of th--: r wc"lr.t-

m0nded g,3ner.1l ~cttlcment, ~o un~0rt.1k~ admini s tr1.tivc r usponsi iliti ..:s fC' r 
th~ City of J erusal0m. : Fur:th-:l r, th0 Genor :11 Jtssam ly gr u8d th'lt o. C '"lffiffiissior 
e l e ct0d by it would pe rform .certain ' functions to effect th~ tr,nsfcr f 

·r.dsponsibility from the m1nd~tor~ pow~r to the succ sscr gov0rnmvnts in 
Palvstine The limited rc.1spdnsi ilitie s of the Unitud NP.tions set forth in 
th~ pl '1n 1.re inse p-:irabl,;; from th13 pl 'ln :1s -,. who l ...: .nd nr J ·de pt...nden t pon 

·the adoption and impl~rr~ntation of th~ dntir~ plan. This ~s senti 1 unit y 
of the GJn~r ~l l ssembly r ~c o.m.rn~nd~tion w~s eoph~sized by tho Ch~irn,n f 
thu P:1lds ti.rat) .Cnmmission in hi~ st -- tarnent to the Security Council on 
F0bru:iry 24 : 

.~O:ill 

,. 

' .. . 

l. 
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"I have put somG str13ss upon th~ words tpl:in of p:i.rtition as 
it h;)s b~en· envisaged by tha General .-\ss·emblyl since it· is with the 
i1nplJmcntation of suoh· plan thnt our Commission h1s been entrusted, 
It is quite natural-. and l~gitimate ·- for interested ·parti~s to cm­
c~ntrate th0ir efforts pr~pondern.ntly - if not exclusively - on such 
parts .of thd plan as are intended mord dSpecially £or their sake. 
The commission is not in such a position; its duty, ccording to its· 
terms of reference, is to provide for tho implementation of the whole 
pl~n which hns beeh conceived by the General Assembly as a whole ..• 

... Since tho plan has been envisaged as a whole, the 
re~liz~tion and sound func~ioning of ona pnrt of the plan has been 
made , in a . subst~ntial degree, dependent upon the cstqblishment 
anu. functioning of its other parts . 11 

The lioi.ted functions which the Gener?.l Assembly offered to undertake 
in connection with its Pal~stinc reco::im~ndation stand or fall with that 
resolution, If it proves L~possible to give effect to that resoluiton, the 
Unit t:d Nations will have, on llay 15, 1948, no dministr"l..tive und government 1 
r0sponsibilitius for P~l~stine, unl~ss further action is t k~n by the Assembly . 

Th~ pl "n yroposed by the G,mer.,.l J·~sse1!1bly was n intogr:?.l plan which 
would not succeed unL:!SS aaoh of its parts could be carri~d out. Th.;re se -·ms 
to be g\Jn~r~l abreeri.t:nt th9.t the plan cannot now be impl0m nted by JX:;accful 
.r.10ans. From wh1t has bee~ said in th0 s~curity Council and in consult1tions 
~mong thcl sever1l n~mb0rs of the Council, it is clear that th~ S0curity council 
is not prcp~red to go ah~ad with ~fforts to impl~ment this plrul in the 
...?xisting situ·\tion. 

The Security Council now h1s b~for8 it cle~r ~vidcnce that th~ J~ws un~ 
!~:.bs of Pal~stinc um.l th~ bndatory Powur c .nnot Lgree to impl1J1.1ent the 
Q-,nvro.l .lssez bly pl··i.n of p 1rtition through p0n.ceful m-.:~ns . Trie :innounccd d t~r­
r.rin1.tion of th~ Mandatory Powt.Jr to tl3rminat · th1.; r.t."in ~tu on a.y 15, 1948, ·if 
carried out bt th.a United Kingdom, would r ..:sult, in the light cf inform". ti n 
now nv~il:1bl \J , in chaos and h.Javy fi 0 hting in P~lcstihe. Th~ United Nations 
ca not p0rmit such a rclsult. Th~ loss of life in the Holy L~.nd nust b~ 
brought to nn iromediate end . Thd maintdnnnce of intclrnational punce is 3t 
stak-3 

Th~ Unit~d St tes fully subscribvs to th0 conclusion r eached by the 
,P,Jrmanent memb8rs th~t the Security Council should nuke it cl0ar to th~ 
p-'1.rti(~s ~d rovernments concern'-.;d th t th~ s~curity Council is determin,3d 
not to p0rmit th1J situation in Palestine to thrcnt'='n int~rnation'11 pvace 
Md, furth~r , thnt the Security Council should take furth~r action by all 
means 'lvnilnbla to it to bring .:i.bout the i.rnrnedia t~ cessation of vioL.mct; o.nd 
th~ r~stor:1.tion of p.Jace 1.nd rder in P l,.:s tine • . 

Under the Chart..:r th!3Security Council has both an in~scapabl~ rclsponsi­
bility ns well us full authority to take the steps ndcessary to bring about 
a cuase fire in Pal~stin~ ~nd a halt to thu incursions b~ing made into th1t 
country. Thu pow ors of ;Lrticles 39, 40, 41 :u1d 42 are VtJry great wd thu 
Council should not hesitate to use th~m - all of them -- if nec~ss~ry to 
stop th~ fighting. 

In addition, my ovvrnnidnt b.Jlicv0s thnt a tcnporary trusteeship for 
Palustine shoul be establish d under the Trusteeship Council of the United 
Nations to maint in tho p~ace and to :if ford thu J cws n.nd , rabs of Palestine 
furtht}r opportunity to ru ch an a6reement regardins th~ futura gov,;;1rnm\;nt of 
that country, Such a United Nations Trusteeship would, of course, b0 without 
prdjudicc to tho char ct~r of th~ evvntual political settl~ment, which we hnpc 
can ~e 1chidved without long delay, In our opinion, the Security council should 
rbcomr.1ond the establishmant of such a tz,astaeship to thd Guneral / .. ssembly and 

. to tht:; Unndatory Power, This would rt3quir~ an ir:unJdiate special session of 
the G0n0ral hssc.H!lbls-, which th~ Security Council might call under the t-.;rms 
of the Chart1..?r. 

MORZ 

-
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P~ndin tho m00ting of. th~ sp~cihl session of th~ G0n0r1l Asse~bly~ we 

b:didve th1t = the Scc.utti,ty' Council shc-ui.d .instruct th~ p:11\;stin~ Comr.tission to 

SUS ~nd its Lrrorts ~o irapL .. m~n\. tp~ proposed p-irtiti'o~ 'pl;{n. 

Dh-iff i--.Jsolutions which would g1ve c3ff ~ct to th(.: •. .!:\bOV'd sugg1.J~tions 

will ba •circu:f;;.t~d: sno'rtly for · the considur·, tion of ~hJ Sucurity council. 
•' . 

r • ' • 

- .. • 

. ,. 

. . 

. ... 

• ' 
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LAW OFFICES OF" 

ALF"ANGE & FRIEDMAN 

DEAN ALF"ANGE 

PHILIP A . F"RIEOMAN 
ROBERT J. SCHWARTZ 
JULIUS FEIGENBAUM 

PERSONAL 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
Jewish Agency for Palestine 
16 East 66 Street 
New York, N. Y. 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

TELEPHONE LEXINGTON 2 · 8210 

May 5, 1948 

I am enclosing for your confidential in!"or­
mation copy of letter I sent to the President's 
aide, General Vaughan. 

I would appreciate your comments. 

DA:dn 
Enclosure 

Sincerely yours, 

~~' ~ ~~~ 
DEAN ALFANGE 



NaJ•r a ral B•ITJ' a. •••-.~ 
nil• N 
Vaabtn1toa, D. C. 

».r General T••PA•• 
' 

11&,: '• 19U 

I .. •eliaiilll 7CN •1• eontldential letter because r 
aa liltereated 111 tM Pre11dent•• political tortun••• 
~, tbe Prealdat eou4 not car17 the State er 
•• ror. 1a :'1ul pr•••t elr011Uta110••• Th• Jewlah 
•ote apla•t bill voilld be n•l'ldWla1~• 

Onl7 a UUl&tle ao•• on tbe Prea14eat•• pan tbat 
VOll).4 eleetnl7 Ute Jniab people oOllld cb•111• tbe 
11AaUea, 

luoll a acw• llilht veil be the rec pltl• •t -U.• 
Jw181a ltau Vh1oh wlll c•• into b•UII ·• ._,. 16• 
aa4 Iii• aoetut1011 or•• aerlcaa Mbl11ter to tbe 
DW ltate. Iba Pr••lcl•t vo1114 be OD fin le1al 
, .. _. ia UlJ.1 r•:r.-:t ~eoau• •• 111 uos.11 ftloh 
paniUODed Pal•• llito Jwl•ll ~ lnb ••te• 
1• .,111 a l~l tael. tne, ov , ... r ta~ ha• 
, ... ,. .... ,.,.,r~- Tn•INlllip la pl••· ot tmae41at• 
,-rUU•,.-ipr•-~ lleeaue tla• a 4"11lon e..i• 
aot N oa,.-ted nt W1 tbftt lal_.••• ._ ... I!. ···••t ft•t• ............ tli.• c:•· tr• l&ll4er .-Z IIW.abif ,,.,..1- he !na p ,..., ••• 1 ,. • ~ •••-1,, aot oeon•• aeltber •l•• aoeep\e 
I ,~~wi ~l>11•■"- .. Jw.l all\~ t U . ._.,. al.Dee 
d]ICllltVa\N bJ tMt• 4ul•t•• noterl•• "91' tbe ..-u, tllal t~~ NII 1-1111at panlU• •S•1l9b11M'M. 

ae-,r••l •r•t••• ... Loaloall.7 
1'"'1l• tbat •na•• aild ao, lie baft rw•• 
tna••••hl .... aM '-' tu • ,enal 

l;J reo11alwt•1 U.. ..., lewl _,..._ • 
prlni .... et 04'MI' •-t••· 

11111 ...... .i 1-1.-, w deteM t 1.U ala 



... 

VO'IIJA alae plaoe the Pre1ldat in the c ... eildable 
poaS.tlaa ofa 1trnath .. 1■1 th•••• of-• Um.led 
latt.oaa • 

. 
IAOllld Ille Preaid•t tor ADJ" r••oa· tiiad thia ane 
111 a4Y1■e4, th• aext bea, atep vRl.4 be to appoint 
a pe:rHD•l •••••I.or or 1peclal 111111••17 aa4 •ad 
Illa to Paleatlae With author1.ty to D,aotlate a ••ttl► 
... ,., on \he baala ot the a 4eo1•1~ between the 
.Jevil)l ·,Uen07 aacl DDI .lb41lllah ot !haa~oNlaa. Tbil 
an• would N tlaelJ MMl· &ppropr1ate. 

In IIMt tli'1t place, tb• Araba ••• beea nOel.7 avakcN 
to tba tact that tbe, canot d11poae or the Jew1 •• 
... 11,- as tbV bad t:b.ouaht. A.bdullah 11 a reaU1t 
alld h• Jmova ript well th.t aia Yaated lrab Le1len, 
IGlle ten 1.bcNaaad urcaarl•• tratne4 by tile ar1·t1m, 
voalcl be no· aatch tor tile Jevt•h forces wnicbl I \&Q4er­
ataM, nmber ••• anent7-tlve thollaeDI 4!:.cc• lentl7 
U1c1pl1De4 and aealoualy. deYoted 1~ aen and•••• 

A• a attar or rac, I have been aa7.µic rl&flt alone, 
uad ••eat• are t>rOY:iDc •• r1cht, that th• caa•1aed 
tore•• or the Whole Arab Leap• would be no utch for 
Uu• J'wiah Anq vn1ch, ··- Vben d1T1de4, ncceedH 
1a 4r1Tln& •••en Br1t1ab dinlS.ona .behtnd barbel vlr••• 

l • aot a ■lllta17 m, bat I ,b.fnk JOU will acr•• 
vlt-b M tbat "CRat■l4• of Ab41illah•• Le&lon. \h re 1■ 
•• eUler weU-.q\lS.pp;:IDvell-traiucl £rati Anv. ·M••._ 
ner1 tbe Arab cblat 11 are 41-.14ed b7 dNp roeMCI 
,...... fh• -::, -~ '81• Al B11Ne1Dl ••w•t• 
Atibllab aD4 A la 11ot • •P••ti~ tellP vllh 
Ila laud Vbo uwe Abdullah•• tathel', J1 ••'"' 
-. Cale&m, troa hi• thNII• in 1ecoa. tu•• l91111U 
preol•• av real 11i11t7 • the part oJ.. 1~••r• r,t th• 
Aral» Leap.I. • 

r• 1all• r ..... t I •1111••t that -,::,tl••• be oarr1e4 
on •tw• •• Jnl•h u111e7 aa4 , u, 1111e 1• 111e 



aoa\ pnotlcal and bee, a1t11ated ot all th• Arab 
lNdVI S.U.tar •• P•l••Une 11 concerned. B• 
aap1r•• to utcul h11 authority and liltluenae OYer 
ta. •r•• ponlae of Palutine, and vou.14 readily 
reeopl•• panltloa in ucban1• tor .... oonc•••lon• 
iil Arab P•1••'1.ae tb.at· vo1il4 Mbaaoe hl• preatll•J 
the Mr••• 1a Tin or tile lapandlq dlaaater that 
tac•• bla Ara~ L•1lon 1n the nent or a proloaged 
var Vi.th th• Jff•• • 

I aa oonftdent that it Prea1dent Trwun succeeded 
in procurlnc kbdul.11.h'• reoogn1t1on ot partition 
on thf ba1l1. above 1n41cat.cs, thia 1r••• probl• . 
wollld tie aol•-'• ft the Preaiden, woul.4 thee b•lOIII 
tbe tredlt tor •0141- tale autborlv, ot the 
Unlt" wat1oa1 While dolnl Jutlc• to the leviab. 
rpeopl• and all part1•• :oncerned. • 

. 
I .. coa1q to Valh1Qlton IOOll at Jlhlc~ Ua• I Vlll 
pa,- yea. a Yls1t; bat aawhlle, I vlsh tat& vollid 
relay the rore1oia1 to the Prea14ot tor hl• eeulder­
atlon. 

I aball not tor,ct the pleasllllt •••1n1 I 1peat 111 
la~b1n1ton recentlr Y!th JQU ant the Prea14ml. 

11th kind per1onal recarte. 

-3-
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LAW □ FFI C E S □ F 

ALF"ANGE & FRIEDMAN 

DEAN ALFANGE 

PHILIP A , FRIEDMAN 

ROBERT J , SCHWARTZ 

JU LI US FEI GENBAUM 

T E L EPHONE LEXI NGT ON 2 · B2 10 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
Jewish Agency for Palestine 
16 East 66 Street 
New York, N. Y. 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

May 17, 1948 

• .. 
\ ----1 A~S\iEREO 

A month ago, you recall, I askea Abe Tuvim 
to advise you that I was a ssured by Wa shington 
"something dramatic would happen soon". It 
has happened, thank God; and I rejoice with 
you. 

I am confident the arms embargo will soon be 
lifted~ though we must work for its revision 
to favor only those states that support the 
U.N. decision. 

I enclose copy of cable which Senator Wagner 
and I sent to David Ben-Gurion; also copy of 
my telegram to President Truman. 

DA:dn 
Enclosures 

DEAN ALFA 

-------



&.aolarr Cbcdrmclll 

-~ .. .::;~ 
HON. BOIEIIT r. WAGKD VbC'laalrmrm DB. WALTER CLAY LOWPIIJGU' 

DIAK AJ.FANGE VJce.Qalrmcm Dllll BOWUD M. 1A80ftD 

HON. EUQERE F. BOTH TreanNr HtiWDT I. N00IIE 

.ExecutlTe Committee Chalmum WALTER W. WZIINAJnf 

Thi, c-111lttee dNI 11ef --'lc:lt fund, for tfte pure"- of a,,.,.. It, purpeM la t• c,eate o public _., • .,.., of tfte need to a,111 o Jewiah militia far nlf del- end to P,Holl upon 

the Uftited s,.,., to faire tfte leadenhlp, within tfte fro,.ewcri of the United HotlOIII, to lmpl••Mt the dec/,ton ol thot bodr to po,tlllon ,o/oatl1to. ....121 

lPI PPCB!JAD BW:l♦el 

Vnlttd It.tea semtor Bobert F. v per ot ew York 

&81 Dem ll1'8111•• honon.17 and national eb&l1 ... , reapectiY•lJ', 

ot ib• Cl • ltt•• To Al'II Th• Jeviah 8tete, •tat1111 in a cablecraa 
' 

ot telleltatl~ to Prnler Dan• Ben-Guion that thq were 

•bapp7 k ••• b-.a .aona t:b• 1pomor1 of American recogn1tion• 
. . 

a4Yl1ed h1II that they bl.Ye ursecl Prea14nt Truman •to accompany 

dlpl-t1c reco1D1,1oa with a rni11on ot th• arma bargo to 

penait I•n•l to cletencl 1t••lt n4 to defend t tM JUl8 ti■• 

the a\lthorlt,·ot \he tJJlited Watlona•. 

hll text of tile cal»le1na follov11 

.,.•11dtati.ou aac IMlat v11be• to the P••Pl• Uld GOYemunt ot 
J;uael. N1D4h1 ot ,1ut hip aoral Nat•• ot 70v tr ditlou, 
we ••• contlclieat tbl th• ca.11H et pe e• and. hmiea pro1r••• 
will be th• ltettff ••ned '7 tb• ai1tenc• ot • levi1h atate 
and ve are bappy to ••• It•• •OIII the 1poa1or1 ot Aaericaa 
r-aaiUoa. V• ••• vf" Pna14en, '.rl'llaaa to accoapa117 
u,1 .. ue r•••catU.on v th a rnt.alon or th• anu •bars• to 
Jellllt lanel w defend ltaelt and to detMld at the .... tl•• 
-· &lllbor1t7 oft.be Vnlted ••Uou• • 

••••••• 



cm 

Honorable B•ZTT s. Tl'llllaD 
hit• BOiiie 

Vaah11l1~n, D. C. 

. . 

C ntulatlona on 7our tortbr1'ht and tillel7 
recnpltlma ot I•rael. Your h1ator1c action electrified 
tree .. n •••r~•r•. Vlth on• stroke you baY.ecbne Ju tic• 
to th• J'evlah people, aened the c•••• or peace 1:lle 
Bol7 Land an atreqthened t-be hand ot the United Jfat1ona • 

.. 



COPX 

Dr. oba Hillel Sll•er 
Jev1ah Ag~cy tor Paleatin• 
16 Ea.at 66 Street 
lev Yoric, •• Y. 

Dear Dr. 611Yera 

May 17, 1948 

A ODtb a10, JOU recall, I aud Abe TuYla 
to 4•1•• 70u that I vaa aaaured by VaahlDstoa 
•a011eth1n& 4r ... \1c would ba pen aooa•. It 
baa happened, than& GodJ 6.Dd I reJolce vlth 
JOU. • 

I aa contid•t the raa --.r,o vlll aoon be 
lUtecl, thoqh we au.at vor• tor lta r••1•1on 
to taTor onl.7 those stat•• that a11pport the 

. U.I. decialoa. 

I encloae cop1 ot cable Which Senator Vaper 
aad I act to DaYld Bu-GurlonJ alao copy ot 
87 tel•&raa to Preaiderit TrWun. 

Dladn 
Sqcloaurea 

/cc: Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Ansel Road and 105 st. 
Cleveland, Ohio 

j 

• 
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Mr- Dltan .Altant:8 
Ocwd\lN to Am ,i. Jmah &\ate 
9 .... lk>lh .. 9' 
Bow Todt 16, •• TOl'k 

Dear re 41.f&qel 

liq 21, 1~ 

!bank 70l1 eo -nob to, yoar Hn4 1911• ot Kar 17th an4 tw Iha 
fJIIIDlo■14 oopl•• of \el.as, • whiob 70ll .-, to Prffl4ml traan 
an4 lo Dai.4 Be Ga.ft.an. I • ptafam4Jy Sfttdtil. lo 7ft fol' 
'h8 ,appori whioh 7oa. Nn4arecl ao wil1Snd7' and eo ,afailtngl7 
to the lc1ea1. whioh baa now been realizecl. e an all • ., 
~•dlil.l0701Lt 

I ham, k know \bat ycm are oonf14anl lhat lh8 1bargo will 
eocn be 1lfte4. 

11\b. all gtl04 wllhea, I N11B1n 

ao., oor4lal.1T 70\IN, 

GB~ BU,I& IILYlll 
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~ RESS REL}1ASE from: 

FP.ANK W. BUXTON, BA?.TLEY C. CRUU 
and J.AUES G, McDO}T.ALD 

Mew York, H. Y. 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

THREE :rnm.~:m ME!!BERS OF THE ANGLO..AMEMC.AN COMMITTEE ·oF INQ,UIRY 

D::BPLORE ANXOUNCl!MEtJT THAT .AMBASSADOR PHILLIPS RAS ACCEPTED 

THE VICE-CHAIEM.AMSHil' OF "COMHI1fTEE FOR JUST!CE AND PEACE !N THE HOLY LAND" 

F!WTI{ W. :BUXTON, EARTI.EY C. CRm-I Al-J"1' J.Al1ES G, McDONALD ALSO 

TA.XE SHARP ISSUE i'TITH BEC~T ST.A'l'EliEHT ON PALESTINE ISSUED BY 

DEAN GILlEBSLEEVE - XER.JIT RCOSEVEI.,T COMUTTEE 

New York -- Three fomer members of the Anglo-American Committee of Inquiry 

on Palestine - Frank 1,r. Buxton, :Bartley C. Crum and James G. r.tcDonald - today 

attacked the 11 Commi t tee for Justice and Peace in the Holy Land, 11 charging that 

this pr~Arab group "has backed and encouraged Arab aggression in Palestine and 

has taken an active part in the attempt to sabotage the United Nations decision 

on Pa1estine." 

The three onetime members of the Anglo-American Oommi ttee of Inquiey on 

Palestine simultaneously greeted "with sorrow and bewilderment" the appointment 

of l11111am Phillips. their fo nner colleague on the Anglo-American investigation 

group, to . the vice-chairmanship of the "Committee for Peace and Justice in the 

Holy Lando" 

"It is difficult for us to comprehend how a m~ of Mr. Phillips• integrity­

can join a group ,mich, 1 ts record proves, has backed and encouraged Arab aggres­

sion in Palestine and has taken an active part in the attempt to sabotage the 

United Nations dec1 sion on Palestine, 11 the former members of the Anglo-American 

Committee of Inquiry stated. 

Lashing out at the "Committee for Justice and Pence in the Hol.7 Land" -

(more) 
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,mich is headed by Dean Gildersleeve and Kermit Roosevelt -- the three fonner 

member~ charged that this pro-Areh group was seeking a "frank alli ance •• • with 

the Arab League against the State of Israel and the Jewish people." In their 

joint statement, Messrs. Buxton, Crum and McDonald assailed 11 the blind :pa.rtisun­

ship of the Gildersleeve Committee, 11 and commented that " 1Jnstice and Peo.ce in 

the Holy Land1 cannot pos !)ibly be attained by flouting the United Nations ,-,hich 

is the one authoritative expression of monkind1 s quest for justice and pcace. 11 

The full text of their stat ement followr.: 

The news that our much resJ1ccted co1.J.e.r,gue on the Anglo-American Committee 

of Inquiry on Palestine, .Ambass ador i'lll l iam Ph.i.J.lips has joined the self styled 

"Cammi ttee for Justice and Pea.ce in the Holy Land" has caused us both sorrow and 

bewilderment. It is difficult for u.s to comprehend how a men of lir. Phillips' 

integrity can join a group, ,-1hich, its re~orcl proves, h as backed and encouraged 

Arab aggression in Palestine and has t L'1<:en an active part in the attempt to 

sabotage the United Nations deci ~ion on Palegtine. 

The annotmcemeut of I-Ir. Phillips' descent i n to the G11aersleeve-I{ermi t 

Roosevelt Committee was accompan~.ed by a statement of that Committee1s vieus on 

the current Palestine ei tuation. 

The first three of t he four recommennations advocated by the Gildersleeve 

statement are so full of s,·,eetness ond licP t tho.t when we read them our first 

reaction was to check the authornh:lp of the stat€1Ilent. l:ach one of us would 

gladly support Count Bomadotte's peace efforts, encoure~e the pacification of 

the Uiddle East and urge economic develovraent of that aroa in the interests of 

all the :people inhabiting it. 

The blind partisanship of the Gi l dereleeve Committee becomes apparent when 

one reaches the fourth ond last recommendation. Here, there are no more honeyed 

genera1ities, but a frank alliance of the Cornmlt t ee with the Arab Leo,gu.e a&ainst 

the State of Israel and the Jewicil people. Hera, Miss Gildersleeve (nnd 

Ambassador Phillips?) raiso thelr voice against 11 extreme Zionist pressure here. 

(more) 
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with the insistence on separate Je\iish nationalism, etc. 11 One lool~s in vain for 

the Committee's protest agoinot open Arab defiance of the United 11ations r:nd 

brutnl Arab aggression against Israel .. 

In conclusion, let us state our deep conviction that "Justice and Peace in 

the Holy Land" cannot possibly be attained by flouting the United Nations \·Ihich 

1 s the one nuthorl tati ve expression of mankind s s quest for justice and peace. 

Nor con justice and peace be attained by A1·ab shelling end desti·oying of the 

holy shrines of Jerusalem, the co.pi tal and eternal symbol of the Holy Land. 

6/21/48 

F1·ar..k t·T. :Buxton 

:Bartley c. Crum 

James G. McDonald 

--30-
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LAND AND LABOR FOR PALESTINE 
HOTEL BRESLIN 

Dr • .Abba Hillel S11.,_r 
19810 Shaker Blvd. 
Cleveland, Ohio 

BROADWAY AND 29TH STREET 

NEW YORK 1, N. Y. 

June 25• 1948 

In T.ldlr of the tact that I UD:leretand you -.y not be in Iew York 
in the near f\lture, I would like to inform you of the situation so tar 
as it concern.a JDJSelt. 

Teddy lollelc baa cabled Tel AviT and baa al10 written on 1eTeral 
occa■iona and iDf'oJ."111■ • that our people at the other end will be very 
glad to aee 118 aDl to diaeuae the queatt. on.a under oonaideration. 

JD Ad Boe CoJIIIDittee •eting baa been called tor Tueedq next, at 
which su1 table arrangaenta wi 11 be ade for carr:,ing on our work during 
'flq abaenoe in Ian.el. The propoaa ioh baa been agreed to in principle 
by all concerned 11 that Mr. Barr Keile,-..,_bo is a:, aaaociate director, 
will ba a ar e, and an exec~ ive ttee of three or tour -1>en ot 
the Boo Coaa ___ will aa■UJl8 the direction of the wolic in ., abaeue. 

___ _Jhe tollfta"'I~ :Ye bee a approaohecl and bave agreed to aerve s W1111aa 
r----

1 
Iapelaan of the ZOAJ Abraham lrad1tor of JW'/J Elias Ginaburg of tbe Jniab 
1-gion and Aryeb llensel ot Beohaluts. The Ad Boo CollllittM ~ oontira 
thia arrang•ent or auggeat aeveral ohaDgea, but I haft no doubt tbat the 
work will be carried on illpartially and ettioiently during the three week• 
that I propo■e to be away• I plall to lee.Te by Air France OD July 6 am4 
to re tum, leaving Ba.ifa, on the 29th. 

Representations tmm various aource■ have been •de, eapeoiall7 froa 
Teddy Xollek, to out down the orpm.satl on rac:lioally, lea"f'ing but a --.11 
nuoleua to oarry on the work. I baTe noently Tiaited a tn ot our fiel4 
otticee and find tbat tuy are really performiag 7eoan aemoe in regard 
to a mmber of peraozmel apheree in addition to their efforta to find the 
high grade apec1al1sta that we are now concentrating oa. In new of ov 
oonvenation and in the light of the above taota, I ba"f'e therefore out 40lffl 
ezp•n••• and atatt only where I telt tbie waa juat1t1ed, eince we oan De'ftr 
tel 1 when tbe oall will ooae tor reMWed am intenei ve work • 

.At thi1 IIIODlllt ettort1 are being •de to fol"III a •teaa• of really high 
grade expert• to go ollt as a 1ort ot lliesion for three or tour aontah tor 
the purpoee not only ot •k111g a coll(>lete auney, but alao of initiati».g 
pl.am tor higb grade oourae1 ·111 n.rioua bJ"11Dohe1. I aa •eing Ollr adviaore 
ancl apeoiall at1 bere before I lea Te to diaou11 their aapeot of the probl• 
•• •1•ed f:n,a thia e 11d. will then, on the other •14•, tr., and obtaia &nffen 
to the Tar!.o\11 que■tiona aid br.lng baolc a more ooaplete and thorough 1to17 
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on which hture aotl on can be baaed. 

I trwat that all the above •eta with your apprOTal, and reaain 
with lciDd per1onal regarda 

Youn Tery aincsrel7, 

WA:GB 
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LAND AND LABOR FOR PALESTINE 
HOTEL BRESLIN 

Dr. Abba Hillel SilTer 
19810 Shaker Bl w. 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. S ilTer 1 

BROADWAY AND 29TH STREET 

NEW YORK 1, N. Y. 

June 30, 1948 

Further to 'Ill'/ pre'Yi.ows letter of June 26. I have to intol'lll you that 
a •eting ot the Ad Boo Comnittee took place yeaterday afternoon, at whioh 
it wu decided that during -:, absence in Iarael, tm following would oonati­
tute a amall eaoutive oOJllllittee to direct the attain ot this organization 
with Kr. Barry Keil•• as Acting BxeoutiTe Direotors Kr. Abraham Xra41tor, JffVJ 
Major William Xapelman, ZOAJ Kr. Jo,aeph Sternatein. Emergency Council J and lfr. 
Joseph Boxenbaum. !his deoiaion goes into ettect on July 6. It 1a underatood 
by all the above that they will Tiait this office frequently am assemble ae 
required, calling tor a J1Mting ot the Ad Boe Conmi ttee eb.ould any abange of 
policy arise or ahould there be any probleDIII of major importance to diacu1 a. 

I ha.Te m:, ticket tor July 5 Tia Air France which should glve 118 an 
opportunity ot aeeing our people in Paris on the way thrCNgh. Oil ,q way back 
I shall probably have to spend two or three days in Paris concerning a number 
ot •ttera. 

I bave asked Jfr. Abraha■ tradi tor to act aa liaison with you on behalf 
of the executive colllDittee, should there be any mattera to cl1scu1a • For your 
into:rmation, his ottice telephone nmber la Worth 2-0262, in the event ot your 
wi1h1ng to get in 1:Qloh with hill. I would like to add that at the Ad Hoc Coa­
aittee 11eeting of yesterday, a number of gratifying remarks were paaaed concern­
ing the etteoti•enesa at this organir.ation generally am the assistance that it 
baa rendered in procuring vitally important per1onnel tor certain requiN11euta. 
I 1111>uld lite to add that I -,aelt am very aatiatie4 •1th the cooperation I haTe 
reoeiTed tr• the Jllllllbers ot the .Ad Hoo Co1111littee throughout t.he tour months ot 
our work. There r•lly baa been nothing but a spirit ot helpf\ll.neaa from eTery­
body, and bad external d1 fftoulti•• not ari1en, I am quite oonTinoed that by DOIi' 

•• should haTe bad a •s• movea,nt ot oonaiderabl• proportlona on the llaea you 
or1ginalq oalled tor. 

It and when I get to Jeruaalea in the mxt week or two, I aball make a 
point ot calling on your father in RebaTia. 1'be oths- •tters •ntionecl by 
you oa the telephone will, ot course, be dealt with ilDediately on-, arrival. 

With kind personal regard,, I r-.in 

Your9 Tery 1i110erely, 

WAaOB 
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CLEVELAND CHAPTER 

OF 

THE AMERICAN JEWISH LABOR COUNCIL 
1000 WALNUT AVENUE • CH,rry 12BJ • CLEVELAND 14, OHIO 

SAM BOSSIN, Chairman 
(Pree. Palntera Dlltrlct CounoU 6, AFL) 

JOSEPH KELLER, Fin. Sec'y 
(Bwi. Manac;ier, Cle•ellllld Fur 
Workera Union Local 86, CIO) 

MAURICE BAYER, Treasurer 
(Member, Joint Board, ILGWU-AFL) 

AL BERMAN, Rec. Sec'y 
(0.leQ•t• Palntera Council No. 6 AFL) 

Spo,u,rs 

COURTNEY 0. WARD 
S.0'1, Palntera Dllt. CounoU No. 6 

AL YOUNG 
Bwi. Manaoer, Bakery & Confectlonary 
Ort.en UnJon, Local 52, AFL 

JOE MONTVlCll 
Bua. Rep. Loco\ 867, Pa\nlen 
Dlltrlct Council, AFL 

ESTHER SCHWEITZER 
Member Joint Bovd, lLGWU-RFL 

MARIE J. REED 
Local Rep., U.E.-Local 735 

LEROY H. FEAGLER 
lot. Rep. I. L W. U., Local 209, CIO 

JOE LONDON 
lnt'I Rep., lUMMSW-CIO 

RAYMOND DENNIS 
Prfl., Local 753, IVMMSW-CIO 

HERBERT HIRSCHBERG 
Int'l Rep., UE-CIO 

WENDELL RINGHOLZ 
ReQ. Dtr., Cbemloel Worken, CIO 

HYMAN WEINBERG 
DeleQate, Palnten Council No 6, AFL 

July l?., l &48 

Dear Friend: 

Present evcm-+;~ in Pul'3stinc hove p!'ofounlly nti lTO<l every 
frecclo11 lovine A.r,cric::m. The truce wh:.ch wo:::; s:1onsorcd 
by the British Foreign Office, with tl10 support of their 
friends in Washington an the oil tru3t w·· .:i orieinnlly 
intended to stifle and liquidate t: one~ born Statb of 
Israol. 

Throue,.'1out t~1e trt;.co, the British n,chinations a(l'oinst 
Israol have not ceased. Arab Loaguo stooges riar., 
continuously ::mpplied ,ri th noncy ond 3rrln , r1hile our ovm 
govern."'l•Jnt has yot failed to P,r: nt Israel full diplor~ntic 
racogr..ition and .r1intained its arri!i Oi:liurr-o . At t~u ~ame 
timo, ZRP f nclo to Great Bri t·iin are continued, 9nd even 
1ncr'3asoc1 rlaGpi tG tho lmo·;iledeo thot a :::iu ntantinl • ortion 
of th0.,. <, funds ar0 unud to erL and financu Jb acrgres--ors. 

Now thot th•J Arab oggrcssor huvo so brnz1.111ly brok')n tho 
truce, and in d1s~o8nrd to tho 3ppoql of tho United Nations 
begun a llO\7 r ~ .. od oi'fon.si V<!, against th0 Sta tu of Israel, 
it ir➔ apporc,nt tl:at ue FiUst int01 sify our r,fforts in the 
dofonso of Ioracl and of tho United rationo decioion of 
Novo:. bor 29th. Thcroforo, apyic,31 tc your orgcmizntion and 
to all freodo~ loving Antric~ns to participatu in~ 
c~·:.!)nign to achieve tho follom.ng oc j :>ctiv~s: 

1/ FULL A?.iilUCA!: RECO~ ITIO?: OF IS.1.AZL 

2/ IIALTil G OF ERP FUlwS 10 GRZAT BRITAIN 

3/ A OOYCOTT OF ISI,,,ISJ 00<.'DS BY I:~DIVIDUil. 
XlRIC.ANS 

Wo place tto abov0 provoaals for your consideration and 
ap roval. Vie l-i.o.)u you "111 1: ... odiat ~ly act upon thuco 
proposals in for.larding to tho Prosidont tho bove domnnds. 

Enclosed, is :m onvolopo nhich tro hope, you t1111 r ~turn to 
U'. b:, r.-~1.11, and r0r.d0r nh 3tevar fin•ff .. ciol oid you con, so 
our org~nization nay cnrry out its uork. 

UOpt7!187cio 

7~1~~ 
&M OOSSll~ 
Pro:Jidont 



The American Jewish Labor Council 
Room 5 

1000 Walnut Ave. 

Cleveland 14, Ohio 

Att ntion: Mr. Joeeph Keller 

' 
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AMERICAN JEWISH LABOR COUNCIL 

CLEVELAND CHAPTER 

Pledge _____________________ _ Amount Enclosed ....... _____ ~ __________ _ 

PLEASE FILL IN. NAME t; ADDRESS 

Name 

Address _________ --------------------------------------------------------------
0,sa n i za ti On --------------------------------- ----------------------------- ·-------

Please malce check payable to Tl,e American Jewish Labor Council 

Support the boycott against British goods 

Support the rehabilitation of Jews everywhere 

Support the establishment of a blood bank in Cleveland 

Support the purchase of ambulances for Palestine. 



• 

l--


	ms4787.035.012.0843a.pdf
	ms4787.035.012.0843b.pdf
	ms4787.035.012.0843c.pdf
	ms4787.035.012.0843d.pdf



