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~ The Jewish Agency for Paslestine
P,0.B.92
Jerusalem May 16, 1947

Dr. Israel Goldstein
270 Wegt 89 Street
New York City.

Dear Dr, Goldstein:

After taking up my job in the Exeeutive I had practically no time to spend on the affairs
of General Zionism, but lately I was prevailed upen to assume once more the direct re-
sponsibility for conducting the affairs of the party, and I am trying to find out whether
it is possible to fulfill the double task without neglecting one or both,

After this introducfion you will understand more easily why I think it necessary to write
you a rather lengish letter about a certain error or judgment, which apparently eccured
to one or two of our friends when they recently visited Palestine.

Those seem to have been specially and favorably impressed by the Oved Zioni, while the
gituation of the non-labor wing was considered less satisfactory., And it seems to have
been hinted that we ought to draw Mr, Rokach and his friends nearer to the party in order
to strengthen the prestige of General Zionism in Palestine,

Now this would be a very valuable adviee unless the very disstessing fact that Mr.Rokaeh
left the party when Brith reunited with Hitachduth, being strongly opposed to what he
considers as leftist inclinations of the Hitachduth people (A) and more particularly to
the affiliation of the united party with the Oved Zioni, this being part of the Mapai
controled Histadrut, At the time Dr. Sneh, one of the proaidonts of the united party be-
coming a member of the Oved Zioni clinched the secession of Mr. Rokach and brought asbout
the estrangement between him and myself, because I had some part in the unification of
General Zionism. Most of his nearest friends hgd accepted the unification and voted for
it, but Mr. Rokach knew to win some of them to support, before Congress, the competing
Maccabl 1list which failed in the electiens, but nevertheless caused numerous abgentions
from voting in the General Zionist camp.

It cannot be denied that the reality of Palestine with its partition into the Histadrut-
controlled economy, very imperialist and expansionist, and the free economy involved in
an incessant defensive struggle against the encroachments of conguering Histadrut makes
i$ rather difficult to build General Zionism as a kind of compromise between two conte-

sting sectors, and the obvious thing to do would seem an attempt to organize the non-
Histadrut Yishuv, the great majority, on party lines as a defense force of free economy
and private enterprise, and this is what Mr. Rokach tried to achieve, But for a number
of reasons all attempta in this direction have failed and it was one of the consequences
of these failures that we decided to reunite General Zionism,

| pereonally regret very much that Mr.Rokach does not see his way to join the united
party and persists in his opposition to it, but you should understand that he objects
first and forsmost to the labor wing of General Zionism, most cherished by you and your
friends, Haoved Hazioni, This is the real background to what may have seemed to your |
friends a personal quarrel, Anyway it is an error of judgment to believe that you can at
the same time stromgly back up Haoved Hazioni and win Mr. Rokach for united General
Zionism,
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It geems to me that we are on the way of creating, despite all difficulties, a party ef
General Zioniste which will be able to organize an important part of the peeple who can
be considered, and largely consider themselves, as General Zionists in their approach
to the questions of Zionist and Yishuvit poliey, But success depends for an important
part on money to be spent judiciously on constructive and organizational work alike,

Thie too sems to be a poiﬁf not fully understood in the USA.

It ie quite true that General Zionism in Palestine should be able to ralse the money
required for organization locally, but you should not forget that we are working amongst
that part of the Yishuv which had lost all confidenca in dts own ability to acquire
political influence and which wants to see some palpable results before spending money
on the organization of General Zioniem, Therefore it would be & wise polisy on your part
to place at our disposel in the beginning considerable amounts for organizational work,
which could decrease after some time, while the amounts for constructive purpose should
be gradually increased, At this present juncture we can achieve much more by appointing
secretaries, creating a staff, building or acquiring club-rooms in the various places,
though the constructive work must give the local branches opportunities to be permanently
active and to attach the members more firmly to the party.

This is how I see things and I would like you to communicate the contents of this letter
to some of the friends most interested in developments of General Zionism in Palestine,

With kindest personal regards,
Yours,

signed: F. Bernstein
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HAVE CABLED THE FOLLOWING AGENCY EXECUTIVE JERUSALEM QUOTE
| CONSTRAINED URGE YOU MST STRONGLY TO DESIST FROM FURTHER
CRIMINAL ACTS AGAINST HEBREW RESISTANCE FORCES STOP YOU
ARE AGAIN PATHETIC VICTIMS BELIEVING TREACHEROUS BRITI!SH
PROMISES AND HAVE AGREED TO CONDEMN HEBREW DISPLACED PERSONS
TO ATHIRD WINTER OF TORMENT IN GERMANY STOP YOUR
COLLABORATION WITH THE BRITISH 1S REACHING A POINT OF ALL
OUT NATIONAL BETRAYAL HAVING SUCCEEDED IN FORCING THE
HAGANAH TO FIGHT THEIR FORMER COMRADES IN ARMS STOP FOR GOD
SAKE DONT RECKLESSLY FORCE UPON OUR PEOPLE THE TRAGEDY OF
BLOODY FRATRICIDE UNQUOTE KNOWING THAT YOU DISAGREE WITH
THIS POLICY 1MPLORE YOUR IMMEDIATE INTERVENTION STOP IF You
FAIL ONLY YOUR RESIGNATION AGENCY WOULD PREVENT YOUR
RESPONSIBILITY FOR DISASTROUS POL ICY:
- PETER BERGSONs

I " ¢ Yo RECAE 2 L a . "
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JEWISH AGENCY - LONJON
18th July, 1947

Mr. I. Klinov,
Jewish 4gency for Palestine,

‘0.8, 92, Jerusalen,
P-‘,\U':; ‘TINE ™

Joar Mr, Klinov,

I received a call toda re G :
s Yy from a Mr. Grosskopfl, representi
ﬁrg?n{sation known as Tours, who presented me wiéh upbrouuurgg o
showlng that tuls organicatiou was about to prepare a guide to

ﬁio.ﬁe:girieﬂ ""‘13.1'0?9: .“E..‘Eeelﬁf‘yﬂﬁ*ﬂ“ﬂaw'"ﬂu&‘"D&CKlH{‘,‘ 01 %6 Jewlsh
AzenCY e The purpose of this gulde, as set out in t.e prospectus,
was to prepare a list of hotels throughout ithe world which
would indicate to clients in Palestine that they were establi: he
ments which did not discriminate agalnst Jews. Mr. Grosskopf
informed we that he pad come to this country and had begun to
a proach certain organigsations as we. .l as individual hotels for
adve: tiseuwents. He showed me a copy of a letter from the Travel
Association of Great Britain, ho had exnressed the view that
there was no need to prepare such a list as discriaination
against Jews vas extreuwely rare in this country.

I must first of all express my surprise and my indignation
that a serious step of this uature bacxked by the Jewish Agency
was undertaken without the slightest consultation with this
country. The whole question 1o an extremely del icate one. There
may be individual cases of such discrimination but I must say
as one wio has travelled throush this country aud stayed in
hundreds oi hoteis, that 1 have never come across a case of this
king., I £ .1 that such a proaches to hotels woulu be extreuely
uafortunate. You woul: be raisin:  uestions and putiing ideas
into peoples minds on a problem which, im our view, is at any
rate not acute.

It is however, on a general principle tuat I want to speak.
I do not think that 1t is the function of the Jewish .geucy to
interfere in matters whiclh conern other countries nor indeed do
¥ think that the whole guestion of rromoting a guide for Lotels
within other countries fails within the orbit of the Jewish
Agency. In any case if any such step was contemplated it wa
surely elemcntary that first of all responsible Jewish
orzanigations in Great Britain should have beem consulted. It
shoul. have been remembered for exauple, that I am President of
the Board of Je uties of Britisi Jews,gnd in that capacity had a
rizht to be consuited before this wan arrived in this country,
and before he was given a letvier of authorisation from the Je. ish
Agency. This man had in fact begun his aprroaches before
contacting me., It 1o true tuat he came to sce me aund asxed wy
advice, buat this should have bee.. done before he ever set out.

fhis 1s not vhe only case in which matters relating to
other countries are undertaken .ithout cousultation, and I must
say that I take the strongest exce tion to such procedure. I
informed Mr. Grosskopf that I consider it extremely uniesirable
that he continue with his activit,, and I must say in falrness
to him that he has agreed not to proceed with lLis vnlan, but it
does not alter the fact that we should have been approached for
our advice before ever his visit was undertaken.

I felt 1 must maxe this poeition absolutely cl.ar; and I
hope that notiing of this kind wilil ever be uwndertaken again
before there is prior OOnQpltation with the Jowish authorities

in this country. \F ye

/1
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I have circulated copies of this letter to members of the
Executive as I feel that they should be informed of the views
that I held on fthis matter.

Your sincerely,

5. BROLETSKY.
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+ Portified with that vioctory Mapal is now zoing back to Palestine %o
crucify the two opposition parties in the Histadruth. Until the dubdble of

the UNSCOP State will buret - sometime at the end of this year ~ there is

time enough te carry out mew elections to the Histadruth - comference wav-

ing in front of the Yishuv their achievement of a Jewish State in the larger
part of Palestine and a unanimous agreement of all coalition parties - against
us, We will have a rough time to persunde the tired and disillusionsd member-
ship of the Histadruth that they are made victims of a mew and erwl illusiom
particularly - as I have found out in E = sinoe at the disposal of Mapai
are fantastic funds gathered by foul methods orush the opposition. They
have done the job with you by diplomatic and demagogique mancevres and are
going now %o do it to us by msans of power and money. will of course fight
back -~ with our bare hearts - but what of 1it?

|
We'll just have to bide our time until the realiti¢s eof our political

situation will stand out clearly again ~ the of the situation is however
that you got engaged to your neck with the e b\ I doudbt it whether
under the ocircumstances we'll be able with your assistance, I sup-

constr ve reports about
Zurioch, so I wanted to add %o it | an opposite \view and a dif-
ferent appraisal of the situa | the only who went with us
to the end, ‘

Please keep this » nﬂ Jagues - what I have got to say
publicly =« I'l]l do in re civilised vein,

‘ \,
Regards from who APs at the moment enjoying the Medi-
terranean sun while

this lstter does not bring cheerful mews. It is diffi-
my disappointuent behind meaningless platitudes. I am
wil]l remsmber my words to the saw effeot a few months age ~ that

you psople have no polioy to boast of and in a pure mateh of mancevring - Mapal
proved iteelf superior. But there is still mere %o cows and we'll see how
you'll orientate yowself. Your chisef trouble lies - this is my fesling ~ in
your unshakeable belief that Washington 4is with we. As long as you don't wake
up to the faet that the British poliocy against us is unthinkable without Wash-
ington's tacit or explicit agreemsnt - you'll be umadle to form an independent
pelitical line of thought and action. I may be wrong of course ~ then
would give me more pleasure than to be proved wrong by the development of our
case at UMNO.

Sincerely and regards.




November 6, 1947

Kr, Edward L, Bernays
26 E, 64th St.
New York, N.Y.

My dear Mr, Bernayss

I hope you will pardon the long delay in contacting you.
I have been so terribly involved in the work of the United
Nitions, I requested Mr, Shapiro to get in touch with you soon
after I received your outline. By the time your outline had
reached me, the situation had developed to a plnt where a large-
scale campaign to organize public opinion in order to induce
our Government to come out for the majority report on Palestine
was no longer necessary, If things move along satisfactorily,
we will not need any s.ch campaign. Should there be any upset
in our calculations, and should no action be taken, we may have
to resort to such an activity later on.

I am aware that I have put you and your organization to
considerable trouble and expense in making your preliminary
study and I would appreciate very much receiwing from you a
statement for services rendered.

I am hoping that I shall have the pleasure in the very
near of sitting down with you again and of talking over with
you some of the problems which face us in our future work, I
found our last meeting very helpful indeed.

With all gooa wishes, I remain

Most cordially yours,




Qm

 WESTERN UNION OABLIGRAI

JERUSALEM} ldv. 9, 1947
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XARPIAI SILVER GENERAL 810!!8!8
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COMETTTER THREE APFEARED TO BE OOMMITTEE SIX THREL MEMBERS
" APPOINTED BY VAAS LEUN] a:rle ADDED ALLEGEDLY ACCORDING
.n:aonurxor ZURICH STOP USE IN SERIOUS DECISION OF PARTT
MAJORITY S0 OREATED PROMPTED MY RESIGNATION FROM COMMITTER
| 8TOP  MEANWHILE OBROXIOUS DEOISION OANGELLED arop A
NEGOTIATIONS MY RETURN TO SOMMITTES OOITIIUI!G STOP
;'PoL:rchL SETTLEMENT UNDERLYING STOP POLITICAL smrrnnnxlr
| 'nunmanxxna CAUSES OF OLASHES BRGEN?L! nnqn:nxn,'arop runz
INFORMATION MAILED

. BERNSTEIN -
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F, BERNSTEIN,

My dear Dr, Silver,

I waited a few days to reply to your cable of October 3fst,
in order to be able to give vou a clearer picture of developments,

The facts, in short, are as follows,

Rather a long time after our return from Switzerland the
Chairman of the Executive assembled the commitiee of three, but it
had become a committee of six, three members appointed by the Vaad
Leuni having been added, one llapai,one Ahduth Uaﬂvoda, one Hashomer
Hatzair, When the conm1t+ee was called upon to decide whether a cer-
tain action against the dissidents (wnlrh had been initiated without
the committee having been consulted) should go on and in what manner,
the represencetives of Mizrachi and G.Z, voted against, the four
leftists for, I wrote the Chairman of the Executive that I had feared
this kind of majorisation and that I resigned from the committee,
when the majorisation had become a fact on the first occasion, .wpn
I was told, that the Zurich resolution 1ncludﬂd three members of the
Vacd Leumi without any stipulation as regsrds party affiliations of
the menbers to be appointed, If I had known at Zurich that it had
been decided this way, I never would have consented to sit on that

ormmittee, since I have had ample experience in those tactics of

gsecuring left majorities either by t“ﬂwﬁlr“““ﬂ' matters from the
Jewish Agency Executive to the Vaad Leumi Executive or by forming joind
committees of J.A, and V,L, Executives,

The decision I thought hermful wes afterwdrds cancelled,
i § nose as a consequence of my resignation, The J.A. Executive
(!“1CH secmed suddenly emnowcred to decide) 2l1so stopned another kind
of action which had unset the Jishuv very much, So the civil war has
been considerably v»h%rioﬁed, oﬂ+ tension nevertheless continues,
There are now talks going on to have the V,L. pert of the committe:
composed of three members, each of one of the coalition parties, and
if I think the pversons to be arnointed acceptable I may withdrew my
regipnation from the committee, But all +this will not solve the real
nroblem, The danger of 01".1 woar amongst the Jews remains grave as lomg
as the underlying causes of the tension are not removed, |

l.

I believe I have tried to explain those causes in Zurieh,
The question of terror and resistance hes obscured +the issuve, Those
who demanded most urgently action against the dissidents, were less
opprosed to terror than Lo the attractive power of organisations nov
ounm1L+1nf to Hagansh discipline, On the other hand those who opnosed
action dgalnst the dissidents, were opposed to terror, at least o vcry//
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considerable part of them, But the Haganah being Histadruth-controlled,

and very stronﬁlg so (despite o representation of "Ezrachim" in +he

roverning bodies > non
to sce a force destroyed which could prevent

great parts of the non-~Histadruth Jishuv do not want
YD -
!

istadruth rule 1o be

established in a Jewish state by force of arms. Probably for the same
“ v

reason wants the Left the dissident orseanisations t0o be liocuidated at
all cost.

-
It is true that the dissidents are not "rightist" at

and their opposition to the left is directed against what used to be
termed as weak Zionist policy. Put as far as I know the dissidents
have resigned themselves to partition (if a Jewish state will emerge
indead) so that their strug-le is about to become senseless, However
in sitvations of this kind the initiesl ideological background becomes
obscured and there remains only the rivalry of separate, and as such
antagonistic organisations, This cannot be overcome by demanding

from the dissidents, as BsG. did, nnconditional surrender, And I
believe that every influence should be used, also by you and our other
friends in America, to bring about a truce between the opposite forces
and a cooperation, for the time being in separate entities,

I would like to add a few remarks about the more or less
imdentical problem on the political level,
Since the establishment of a Jewish state in the near

future became, during the last few wecks, a realistic possibility,
the fear of Mapai-Histadruth domination has become rether strong in
the non Histadruth part of the Jishuv, This fear has enabled the long
dorma¥ Ihud Ezrachi (the group Rokach Ariav Sapir) to stage a come-
back and to proceed to what seems to be an attempt to create some new
organisation, not a party exactly, but some kind of "roof" organisation
of rightists blocks in municipalities and of economic organisations,

It is not the first attempt of that kind and once more many partici-
ants are General Zionists, Sapir has proposed cooperation to G.Z,

I am not sure if he has, in this respect, Rokach behind him) so that
the party should have decisive influence in the new structure,

I myself am very sceptical about the thing, on the ground of former
experience, But anyway large circles of the party are opposed to any
such venture, and it could not be put through without splitting up

the party. Now I am advised that ‘the Industrialists (Shenkar) have
refused to participate in the Rokach scheme and we think it necessary
to mobilise all forces in the party in order to make it the focal point
of a great effort of concentration, This may mean, in the beginning,
opposition to the Rokach group who personally wants a party of his own,
But I see no other way., And I believe a strong attitude on our part
will greatly strengthen the party and attract a lot of people who re-

mained outside until now,
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T am overcrowded with work and can give only part of my time

to partywork, But I shall try to keep you informed about develop-

ments.

Yours,




70 PINE STREET
NEW YORK

November 21, 1947.

Dr. Abba H. Silver,
Ansel Road Temple,
Cleveland ,Ohio.

Dear Dr. Silver:

You are quoted, on bad authority (The
Daily Worker), with having made an address on
November 17 attacking the aims of the Marshall
Plan.

If you happen to have a release of that
address, I should be much obliged if you would
send it to me. You are not normally known as

a propagandist of the Russian party line, and I

rather imagine what you actually said 1is very different

in outlook from the reports here.
With personal regards, I am,

Very truly yours,

s




Dacember 9, 1947

Mr. Adolph A, Berle, Jr.
70 Pine Street
New !m’ N.Y.

My dear Mr. Berles

You will pardon, I am sure, the long
delay in replying to your letter. 4s you
probably know, I have been extremely busy in connection
with the work at the United Nations on the Palestine
{ssue, and I have been away from ny desk most of the
time,

I have not seen the report which appeared in
"The Daily Worker.” WUy address delivered at The
Temple on November 17 on the Marshell Plan was an
exploration rather than an attack, I suggested that
considerable more information should be vouchsafed
to the American people belore .ney are asked to give
full endorsement to the project. I am enclosing
herewith the report of the address which appeared
in the Cleveland "Plain Dealer" the next morning.
It 1s a fairly accurate account though by no means
comprehensive,

With all good wishes, I remain
Most cordially yours,
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AEMARKS BY DR, JF. BROMBERGER

(1) I regret the necessity of dissenting from the repert represented W my
colleagues. This action is necessary because, in sy opinion, the majority report
fails to show Both the full dangers imherent in the "Recacmic Uniea" proposed W
UNSCOP Report and the necessary implication and results of the eriticism veleed

Wy ay colleagues.

(2) A fair interpretation of the UNSCOP preposals indicates that all foreign trade
matters generally (e.g. fixation of custom tariffe, trade agreements, import and
export licensing ete.) will be decided by the Joint Zecnemic Board. MNoreover there
vill be one customs department for bdoth countries directed and contrelled Wy She
Joint Ecomomie Board.

(3) Ia my viev the required surrender of ecomemic and finaneial independence and
sovereigatey will severely limit the economic sdvance of the Jewish State and en-

danger its iadependence. Thus, under the propesed scheme the Jevigh State would
bave t0 obtain permission frem the Joint Boomemic Beard for the purchsse of arms from
abroad, so long as import licenciag is maintained. Ia the economic field, the Jevish

State would not Y& free to develop and protect these dranches and preduets it weats,
Wt vould have %o accept the majority decision of the Joint Rcomomic Board,

(4) It should be clear that She needs of the Arad State are tve-fold mamely enough
financial suppert ia order %o balanee ite Yudget and the free sale in the Jevish
State of such agricultural and other produsts vhich the Arad State would have Ia
excess. BDoth these requirements could, if necessary, % met W the Jevish State
W the fellovwing systen. The net inceme frem customs and other joiat services is
pooled and distrituted as preposed By the UNSCOP Repert though the fimameial odlige-
tions placed theredy on the Jewish State are onercus and are 2ot limited ia amount
Wt vill rise in prepertion te the development of the Jevish State.

Arad profuce should be admitted into the Jovish State vitheut hindrance oy
well as produste of the Jewish State inte the Ared Btate. In short I suggest oy
econemie uaien as mov exists detween Palestine and Transjordan.




(5) The iwplication of sush & syeten, alee suggested Wy ny celleagues, sheuld
however, % clearly stated. They require a separate cusions adsinistration for
oash state vith the free eity of Jerusalem jJeining, for sustens purposes one of
the tve States. Thme, the conclusion of trede sgreements, the lieencing of
inports, ote. as wll as intermal duties on goods (sueh as purehase $ax, exeise
duties, m.)mmxumuumu.

(6) Ny eolleagues have suggested 10 leave the fixation of custems dutics uader the
contrel of the Jeint Becnemie Beard. With this recommendation I disagree, as the
Jevish State would find 1% impossidle to conclude fereign trade agreements ualess
1% were abdle %o make tariff cemcessions, JForeign trade agreements desl with
Sariffs and $0 separate beth vill mean ia prasties te teke away frem the Jevieh
State the pessidility of eonsludiag trade agreemeats. The experiense vith
Artiele 18 of the Neadate Yesed en a similar limitation of Sariff concessions
should aot Yo oo quiekly fergotten.

(7) It may e argued that the estadlichment of Swe custems departaents weuld re-
quire the centrel of the freatier Yetweean the Fevish and Avad States. And one
wight argue that such an istermal freatier conirel wvould be far teo expeasive.
One oconemist vho, as it seems, supports the plan of Reenomic Vnien as propesed
W the UNSOUP Repert, has Jokingly remarked that ia case of an internal freatier
half of the population of the Jewish State would be smugglers and the ether
half poelicemen Srying te prevent sush smuggling.

Bov, this argumeat of the expensive interaal customs froatier is daseless
L2 4% 10 weed againet the prepossl for a separate Jevish customs department and
this for the folleviag ressenst HBvea 1f weo sssunme $0 have enly & symbelic customs
freatieor, & separate custeoms department would allev ths Jewish State te imperd
vhatever {4 vantis and requires without the necessity of edlaining the permission
of the Joint Reenomic Doard - and this alene is of censideradle ccomemic im-
portanse. INrthermore, the Jewish State would Bo sdle to conslude foreigm Srade
agreemsnts and %o secure foreisn markets for our espertadle geeds - funetiens
vhich under the UNSOOP Repert weuld be the preregative of the Jeiat Beememic Deary,
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The import of rav materials, machinery and mest foodstuffs into the
Jevish Btate veuld asyhov remain free of customs duties, 30 that for the Wik
of our imporis there will % 20 secnomic basis for smuggling. The Jevish State
vill, however, place customs duties on luzury geeds and goed vhiech compete with
loeslly produced articles. A% Vhe vorst, therefers, swagsling veuld interfere
vith the pretestion of local industry and agriculture teo de brought adout Wy
custons tariffs. But vhat is the alternative for a Jevish Ousteoms Departmeat?
A Joiat Eeonomic Doard vhich might refuse to0 emast protestive duties or if %
414 onsot them 1% wveuld scareely be ia a position to use its Arad persomael
(and half of 1ts staff would presumably be Arads) 40 proteet Jewish industry,
In short 1% 19 doudsful vhether the Joint Beonemic Board would de able to preveat

smaggling.
But I argee that even if the Joiat Bconemiec Board should pretect Jevwish

»llsiiaglizluatzoglga-l.!s:f
sachinery of the Joint Feonemic Board should work se perfectly as to de adle to .
preveat all smuggliag and assuning further that the Jevish State wvould be power-
less 0 preveat large-ecale smggling from the Arad State - even Shen, I argue,
the advantages of ccomemic independense cutweligh se heavily the disedvanteges
of sauggling that the diffienlties of preveatiang smggling ‘oodot-_n
reascn for the surrender of the econcmieo soversigaty of the Jevish State.

Nereover, the Sechaical question of the control of the imtermal froatier
is %y 20 means as 4ifficult as it might appear on the first view. A poliee oon-
trel of the frontier vwill in eny case be necessary ia order to prevent the eatry
of illegal Lamigrante snd the smuggle of arms Ny Avabe. Jurthermere, swaggling
vhich ¢samet wse reads, Bakes swuggliag more expensive and comsequently re-
stricte the volume of smuggling. Finally, 80% of the pepulation of the Jewish
State will be concentrated in the area Haifp-Insdund, & cemparatively cempact ares
vith land freatier mot lenger than 250 km, Taking four !‘;!.‘vo-
metre (ia Palestine today we have less thea eme per kilewetze), 1000 guards would
Yo required. Assuming the average salary of a customs guard at LP. 500 per samw
(a Migh salary), the anmual scst of sush a very clese freatier contrvel weuld b
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&P, 500,000 - o 2ot waluly Mgh amsunt. In prectices sush o e¢lese wateh of the
freatiers night Rt % required for custeoms purpeses and ianternal centrel swsh
a8 mafket contrel would %o helpful for maay avtieles.

(8) Tams we have seen that there are 2o valid ceomomic ressens againsst the
establishment of a separate Jovish Customs Departuens, But thers are many and
veighty reasess ageinst the surrender of the ecenomic independense of the Jewish
State. I suggeet %o inetrust eur delegatiea ot lake Success %o fmeies on the
socnomic independonce of the Jevish State unless sush insistense wvould eadanger
the establishment of a Jevish Siate,

(9) It venld furthermere be wseful to insert s clanse vherely any scomonic and
finaneial odligations seeepted by the Jevish State weuld deo terminmadle Wy the
Jovigh State after, say five or tea years, vithout the conseat of the Arsbd State
or UNO,




FRANCES P. BOLTON
22p DisTRICT OHIO

COMMITTEE ON

FOREIGN AFFAIRS CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
WASHINGTON, D. C.

February 21, 1948

Mr .Albert Pazmany
3827 Merrymound Road
South Euclid 21, Ohio

My dear lir. Pazmany:

I have your recent letter relative to
Palestine, at the moment a United Nations probleme

The U.Ne Assembly agreed to the parti-
tion on the basis that it was workable and that no farce
would be required., Now it is in the Security Council and
I would think it would have to be considered somewhat on
the basis of workability there also. Our duly appointed

representatives are having part in these considerations
and are reporting to the President, Meanwhile, we must
await their decisions.

Thanking you for writing,

Sincerely yours,

g (Do

o Bolton, M.Ce

450 HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING
WASHINGTON, D, C.




STATEMENT OF SIR CARL BERENDSEN, DELEGATE OF NEV ZEATAND,
BEFORE THE POLITICAL AND SECURITY COMMITTEE OF THE GENERAL ASSHIBLY

OF THE UNITED NATIONS, APRIL 20, 1948

It is a sombre, indeed a tragic, occasion which has led to this meeting,
and it is a heavy responsibility that felis upon euch #nd every delegnte in
this Chamber., The occasion calls for the most complete integrity of thonght
and action, and it is cleurly the duty, as well as the right, of every Govemn-
ment represented here to express its thoushite on the incredible and shocking
situation that has developed. It is a time for plain speaking, end I am sure
that none of my colleagues will take offence if I do, in fact speak plainly.

The problem with vhich the Assembly wes enlied upon to deal last November
was admitted by all to be most difficult and intrzctablee The situation as it
presented itself then wes the cumulative rezilt of a long series of events sten-
ming perhaps from the dim ages of the past, vat for most practical purposes
originating in the Balfour Declaration of 1917, Taat document like == most
regrettably like «— tne vast majority of intemational documents, is not notabdle
for clarity or definition, 211, I think, s2ree that it is open to more than
one construction, and the exact intent of its meaning has been a matter of‘re-
peated and lengthy debate and éiscussion in the ensuing years. Nor indeed have
those portions of its intent, which are common ground to zll, been free from
dissent from its very inceptiocn. I have no intention of entering into any
analysis of what the Balfour Declar:tion did mean or what was the cthical basis
even for that portion of its intent upon vhich all cgree, as a minimum, it must
means Zven that aspect is perhaps beside the point. The landate over Palestine
was entrusted to the United Kingdom «- with the definite approval of many of
those nations represented here ~- and for a very lengthy period the Britich
have been administering thet territory with what aay impartial observer must
agree has been a commendable degree of mabterial success, and certainly at all
times with the highest motives and intentions, But it may well have been that
throughout the whole of that period they have been attempting to reconcile the
irreconciliable, that the conflicting rights and interests in that Holy but
unhappy land -« of the Arabs on the one side and thie Jews on the cther -~ were
not at any time capable of acceptsble compronise. From time to time blood has
been shed in the course of this long and aerimonious dispute, and I yould remind
my colleagues of what I fear many of them are ton often inclined to forget, that
on very many occasions the blood that has been spilt hos been the dlood, not of
the two principal contestents in this unhappy qnarrel, but British blood, the
blood of those who were, as trustees for humanity, endeavouring to carry out a
thankleses and perhaps impossible taske Finally, the British decided that they
could no longer bear this burden, that the problem had become, if it had not
alwvays been, an internationel problem, that not only was it unfelr that the
burden and the odium of this tesk should fall upon the British alone vhile
others at all times have felt free to offer advice and criticism from the side-
lines without, of course, shouldering any portion of the responsivility for
themselves, but also becauss of this factor, that the UK, having devoted its
all to the prosecution of that great war for liverty, justice, peace ond order
which has just concluded, had found itself as the result, as the direct result,
of its efforts during thet conflict in a position of great difficultys I think
no one will dircagree thiat Britain's temporary weaskness -~ because, believe me,
it is temporary only -- and the sacrifices in blood, in treasure and in repute
that che has been called upon to male in this thankless and perhaps imposcible
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task, proved to be too much and the United Kingdom, as you know, last year an-
nounced its intention of relinquishing the mandste and laying the wyole matter
before the United Nations where, as a world protlem, it unquestionabdly belonzs.

I em not one of those who believe that the UK has deseirved the criticism
it has received for its acministration of the Mandate. I am not about to sugsest
that every step that the British have taken on the matter in Pale stine has been
wise or well-considered. But I do assert that what they have done from the in-
cention of the lMandete until they were forced to the conclusion that the problem
was beyond them, and leid the gquestion before the United Natious, they have done
with the highest motives, and that no other state represented here, even had it
been willing (vhich it vas not) to accept these obdligations, would, or indeed
could, have done eny better in the circumstances as they existeds

But lest year Britain agreed that Britn»in had failed, and the United Nations,
in Special Assembly, undertcok the responsihility of finding a solutions TYou all
know vhat haprened, After very lengthy debate a Special Committee of the Assembly
was sent to Pulestine. It conducted exhaustive enquiries and on its retum
produced a report to the sassembly vhich I have no hesitation in characterising
as a model of moderate and constructive thought.

The views of this Specinl Committee -- and other vievs -- were considered
at very great length at the Ceneral Assenbly meeting in September, and after most
careful consideration, end after hearing the representatives of both parties
principally concerned in this trecic conflict of rights, the Assembly decided,
by the requisite majority of two-thirds, that the course vhich appeared to offer
the best chance of success in the circumstances was that of partition with economic
union. Let me repeat that this was decided after the most len;thy and anxious
consideration, and let me remeat that it wes azreed to, that it was suvpnorted,
by the requisite majority of the members of this body. Allow me to read the list
of those delegations who placed themselves uffimatively on record as suppoiting
the proposal for partition with economic union. They were as followss

Australis, Belgium, Bolivia, Brazil, Byelorussia, Canada, Costa Rica,
Czechoslovakia, Denmarlk, the Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Fronce, Guatemala,
Haiti, Iceland, Liberia, Luxembourz, the Netherlands, New Zealand, Nicarcgua,
Norway, Panema, Paraguay, Peiu, the Philippines, Poland, Sweden, the Ukraine,
South Africa, the Soviet Union, the United States, Uruguay and Venezuelas

That, then, vas the considered decision in November last, the considered
decision of the Town Meeting of the World, the exprestion of the conscience of
this forum of the nations of the world, in a most earnest effort to solve this
tragic problem.

Now I do not think that any delegation vhich voted in favor of this decision
felt that partition vas a perfect solution. I think most people were of the
opinion that the problem was susceptible of no perfect solution, that eny decision
at all must inevitably be the cause of injustice and hardship to very many
thousands of wo rvhy peonle, and that the best that could be done, and the least
that should be done, was to decide upon that solution vhich offered the least
injustice, the least departure fiom principle and the least practical difficulties
in the circumsiances as they had arisen during the course of the past thirty yeare.

The New Zealand Government believed then that partition was the best solution,
and it believes the same thing today. It is our view that the Assembly decided
to do the right thing in the wrong way, and I am not expressing that view only
now, with the all the advantages of hind sight. On behalf of my delegation and
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my Governmeut, I expressed the same view vhen the matter was being considered
last November, and if my colleagues will do me the honor of recollecting or
reading vhat I said then, they will find that thronghout the whole course of
the discussion the New Zealand delegation took the view that while partition
with economic union was the best course to adopt, nevertheless if the Assembly
assumed the right -~ as we believed it shovld -- to divide that comntiy into

a Jevish state and an Arad state, the Assembly must at the scome time assume

the duty of ensuring an orderly =nd peaceful implementation of thot declsion.
And up to the very last moment I expressed New Zealand's grave and anxious
apprehensions as to the efficscy of partition without enforcement and callied --
unhapnily without avuil =- on the members of the United Nations and particularly
the Great Fowers, to face this question of enforcement. Up to the wery last
moments I asked vhether the Assembly was prepared to gemdble with the lives of
innocent people in Palestine. The appeal fell on deaf ears. You were prepared
so to gamble; we ¢id gamble and we lost. But we do not pay. You know today
vho is paying. The gombler's loss is being paid by the people of Palestine; it
is being paid in part by British boys dring at their post of cduty, tut for a much
greater part it is being peid, and will continue to be paid, by the people of -
Palestine, be they innocent or guilty, be they Arab or Jew. And the situation
that has arisen today, incredible and disgresceful to us as it is, was; to any
one vho faced the facts and vho was not deaf and blind, as clear and as obvious
and as inevitable as nipht folloving day. They were many in November vho pro-
fessed to believe -- thev vill allow me to adoubt whether they did believe -
that enforcement would not be necessary. That is an order of simplicity vhich
is quite beyond my comprehension, ond if there were such as did in fact believe
this to be a possibility then they must certainly have paid no heed to the
protests and wamings of our Arah colleagues. Nobody who heard thece debates

as I have heard them could fail to te impresced with the wamth end the emotion
and the conviction with which the representatives of the Aradb stztes expounded
their cause and warned the Assembly of the conseguences., Nobody could have
failed to realize the justice of much of what the Arabs represented to use
Nobody doubted that vhatever decision was arrived at in connection with the
Palestinian problem it would inevitably bring sone degree of hardship, some
degree of injustice to a substantial number of peonle., The problem, I repeat,
wvag susceptible of no verfect solution. 3But if there were in this room any vho
believed that the partition of Palestine could be accomplished peacefully and
with good will on all sides and without enforcement, then I must sny that that
is a degree of naivete which did them little credit. But of course, in human
affairs, there is always an inclination to hope, which in turn leads to a belief,
that all will be well. Quite often it is well, but it is seldom well unless some-
body is wvorking hard and with careful forethought to ensure that it is so. And
the Assembly's solution could have been effective had we taken the necessary
steps to ensure that it was.

There were others last November vho, apnrehensive, and Jjustly apprehensive,
that this great, and it was hoped, final attempt, to solve the Polectinian
problem could not be carried out without force, were nevertheless content to
believe that that force had in fact been provideds Those who answered New
Zealond's rereated appeals for means of implementation told us of two sources
of enforceement power which, by implication, they suggested were adequate. We
were told in the first nlace that there was to be an Arab militia and a Jewish
militia and that these two militias would be able to keep orders Vell, that
again shows an order of simplicity vhich is quite beyond my comprehension, and
I pass that over for vhat it is worth, And finally, we were told that there
was always the Security Council vhich would see to enforcements Well, all that
one needs to say in this connection is to nsk delegntes to regard the situation
as 1t exists today snd the steps that the Security Council has found itself able
to takee
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I repeat that the Agsenbly in its November decision did the right thing,
but by reason of its failure to provide for implenentation, it did the right
thing in the wrong way, and because of our error then, as the result of our
error then, we have the situation today. The result of our errov is death,
bloodshed, murder, outrage end agony in Palestine. The result of our error
then i s a grave risk that the Assembly of the United Nations, is in serious
and humiliating danger of losing the public confidence upon vhich its authority
in the last resort depends. We have todsy, therefore, an additional problem,
not only how to do justice to both Jew and Aradb, but how to avoid wrecking the
authority and the influence of the Assembly. I say to you thet neither this
organization nor indedd any of its members can hope to give to the world the
lead of which the world is so sorely in need, unless that lead is steady and
consistent, unless the course that is set yesterday is the course that is
followed steadily today and tomorrow. The altemative is inevitable confusion
and dismays

I am far from sugcesting that vhere circumstonces have altered policles
must remain immutable, but the submission of the Nev Zealand delegation is this,
that if partition wvith econcmic union wes right in November, it is risht today,
and indeed, I have heard no logic:l sugcestion to the contrary, The circum-
stances have not changed in the slightest. The only new factor that has arisen
in respect of Palestine since the matter was so carefully considered and decided
in November is a detestable series of murders and outrages in Palestines And by
both sides, for there is no one vho can defend or explain or excuse the violence
for vhich it seems clear certain sections of the Jewish community have been
responsible, any more than it is possible to defend or explain or excuse the
violence for which certain sectinsg of the Arab community have been responsible.
Both call for the strongest censure, the utmost detestationy both coll for
repression by lawful force, And if on attempt is made, as in logic no doubt it
can be made to draw a distinction between Jewish activities as intended on the
whole to support the decision of the United Nations in favor of partition, while
the activities on the side of the Arabs are intended to destroy that decision,

I say that an cutrage is an outrage, and a murder is a murder, and it is our
plain and obvious duty to see to it that outrages and murders are stoppedes

And we are, I sutmit, clearly bound to ask ourselves, what, if anything we
have done to further the objectives vhich we laid down last November, and to
counter the opposition which we all knew would, and vhich in feet did, arise. I
fear the answer is nothing, It is certainly very little, despite the earnest
efforts of the Commission, end much quite obviously has been done with the con-
trary objecte.

It is now suggested, as I understand it, thoush the proposal is far from
clear in some of its impnlications, and the varions statements that have been
made do not always appear to me to have been consistent, that beceuse of this
series of murders and outrages partition at this state has become impossible.

I say to you not only that these abominable incidents should have been foreseen
and prevented, but that to put them forward as a reason for abandoning the
decision arrived at after most careful =nd anzions consideration only a few
months ago seems to the New Zealand delegation to be a most fantastic distortion
of logical thought. If, indeed, the considered decision of the General Assembly
is to be stultified, to be deferted by the application of illegel and repre-
hensible violence, if the Assembly allows its decision to be abandoned because it is
challenged and opposed by force, then the Assemdbly will be taking upon itself

a responsibility which will bear tragic fruit for many generations to comes

But one is entitled to ask how is the Assembly to go ebout it to provide
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force if force is necessary, as of course it is. I will not content myself by
saying, as I am fully entitled to say, that force should have heen provided last
November, but I wonld venture very gravely to doubt whether the force that wonld
be required to implement trusteeship would be any less than the force that would
be required to lmpiement partition. And if the members of the United Wations
should be willing each to take its proporticnate part in enfoicing a decision

of the United Nations in respect of a trusteeship for Palestine, those mewbeis
should, on any logical basis, equolly be willing to provide their proportionate
ghare of a United Nations force to implement the decision to vhich it pledged
itself last November, '

That is the policy which the New Zealand Govemment has instructed me to
support at this meeting. We still believe theat, with all its defects, however
imperfect we may all agree that colution is, the decision of last November is
nevertheless the best solution that the situation offers. We believe that,
having made the decision in llovember we should, undeterred by lawless violence,
proceed to enforce that decision by the united action of the meubers of the
United Nations.

And I cell upon my colleagues to teke thouzht, to tolte serions thought,
before they abandon their decision of principle as the direct resultv of out-
rages and murders which might well have been foreseon and indeed, I btelieve,
were foresesn before that decision was made. I call upon my colleagues in this
Assembly to take thought, careful thoveht, before they strike that tragic, per-
haps irreparable blow to the United Iations that would te inveolved in capitula~-
tion by the world to threats and violence. It is the old, old problem which
the League of llations was not prepered to face, and which the Unit ed Nations
has not yet shown itself ready to face, whether we can hone to preserve peace
and order in the world oy words alone, Ve cannot, and anybody who contends
to the contrary is not facing the facts, There is no place now for wishful
thinking. Vhile the liew Zealand delegation will continue to support the
enforcement of partition through the Jjoin action of «l1l members of the United
Nations, we shall nevertheless join in the consideration of any proposal which
offers prospects of ending the strife in Palestine and achieving a just settle-
ment between the Jews and the Arabs within a reasonable period, And if it is
found possible to achieve a truce between the conteuding parties on just and
Teasonable terms, I need not add how warmly such a Cevelo;ment would De wel-
comed by the New Zealand Government.

But here is a test case,znd believe me, the fu'ure of this orgenization and
the future of the world may inceed deperd upon the way in which it is decided.
Vhat the world needs todasy is not resolutions, it is resolution. And it is the
most earnest hope of the New Zealand Government that the Assembly vill adhere
to the principles it accepted last November, and show that resolution vhich the
situation demands. Ve must not, we dare not, a2dd to the irresponsibility of
our November decision for partiticn withouat erforcement, thé further and final
irresponsibility of a surrender to illegal force,

ill you allow me to conclude by commending to your attention one of the
rules laid down by a very great American for ithe conduct of his life, a rule
which is as true for this organization as it is true for any nation or any

individual. Benjemin Franlin said "Resolve to perform what you o
onght; f
vithout fail what you resolve." P R4 ¢ht; perform
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April 20, 1948
VIA AIR MAIL

Palestinsky Urad
Kezia Ul. 18/1
Bratislava, Czechoslovakia

Dear Friends:

With regard to your cable enquiry of April 9th, in commection with
the U.S. temparary emtry permits for theAgudes lsroel, I wish to inform you
that already in December 1947 the Agudah has aepplied to the U.S. Department of
State in Washington, D.C. to grant U.S. temporary visas to 300 families,
comprising about 1500 souls. The majority of these prospective visitors
consisted of rabbis and of a considerable number of ¥shivah bachurim, who had
been previously accepted as studemnts at the Yeshivoth and other schools of
higher talmudical learning in the United States.

A complete list of these persons haz been submitted to the State
Department by the Agudah, after the same lists have previously been submitted
by them to the local U.S. consulates in various East Buropean countries.

The Department of State, im March 1948, informed the Agudah that they
are prepared to authorize the comsuldtes to issue the visas to the persons
listed, provided proper assurances will be submitted to them that after the
termination of their stay in the United States those persons will be able teo
leave this country and proceed abroad. The Ptate Department agreed that a
statement to that effect by our Palestine Bureau will be considered by them
as satisfactory assurance, and accordingly we wrote a letter to the Departmeat
of State in Washington, D.C.

The Agudeh informed me the other day that the authorization by the
U.S. Govarnment to the consulates has already been despatched.

I understand that a simil:r action is now under way by the Mizrachi
Organization of America, and I have assured them that I shall be very happy
to write a similar letter to the Department of State, if on the basis of our
letter the temporary viasas will be granted to the rabbis and the Yeshivah
students in whose behalf they apply.

Permit me also to draw your attentiom to the fact that, in the
interests of the prospective visitors now in various Burepean countries,
it would be very undesirable if this matter be aired out in the press,
and I am confident that you share my view in this respect.

With Zion's Ureetings,

Sincerely yours,

Dr. S. Bernstein
Director, Palestine Bureap
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