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- MEBTING BETWEEN THE RIGHT HON. BRNEST BEVIN AND '
MB; DAVID nzl-cunxou. ronzxcn orrch. 12th FEBRUARY, 1947, 9. 45 a.

ggggont: The Right Hdn. E. Bevin
A Mr. D. Ben-Gurion
Mr. H. Beeley.

'MR. BEN-GURION: I asked for this interview because I had
tho inproulian that e great part of the talke and dxecuaaiona at
the neotinga botvbon the Covernment and the Jewish Agoncy were
rather futile. | believe that you do not attach any real
Zimportanco Vo a great many things which were discucsed and that
the‘reallj important thinga were not even mentioned., It wae only
at the lasgt meeting that you hintead at something important in
connection with the Negev.

1 40 not know why you atteen sueh an importance to the
Iuslestine problem. [ have heard you cay sceveral times that you
are willing 10 stake your career on the solution of this problem,
and I am wondering why, being overwhelmed with-preasing world
probioma, you give up 86 much of your time to discussions on
falestine. 1t seems that in spite of it being a little country,
"ydu aitach 1o it great importance, and it seems to me that 1%
might be & good thing to try and clarify = the really serious
‘ipsues concerning Palestine.  If there were no Jéws in
Palestine, I think you would have left the country a long time
ago, a8 you had to leave the Lebanon, Syria, Iraq, and as you are
now about 10 lesve Egypt. I want to find out your needs and
; appr.honlionl in Palestine, whéther it is not possible to
' harmonice your needs with our needs, and whethor it is not
possible to rohovo tho appreheneiona hy diocuaalng frankly the
most meortsnt probloma. | :
| ME. BEVIN: We have no interests in Palestine. We have no
) noudn there, not even sirategic needs, We.can leave it entirely.
Our interest is ‘merely toe have peace in the Middle East, and
: this is not a matier only for the uidnlo ﬁaot-'it is & world
; 3nlodu-cTho peagy. 1n tho Iiddlo Bant 1. bo&pg diaturbcd by the.
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;;ﬁﬁ;;ion in Palestine, and we wvant 10 f;nd a sottleyent for that
'8%§£lem in order to assure peace in the M;ddlg:Eaat. 1T this
: ;All prove impoussiblc, as both gides seem to be uncompromising,
Qf#z will leave it altogether. 1% is not our bgglness. e must not
éarry'this burden alone. As for ourselves, wo\hgyo no interests

{nere.
MRIBEN GURION: #ell, you ought %o know British interests

Jbest, and if you maintain that you have no interestes in Falestine,
'& certainly will not take upon myself tc sey that you have
interests. But I want to tell you that if you huppen to have
interests in Falestine, as I alwaye thought you had, we have a deep
concern in those interests, and I want to tell you why we are
interested thet tsgland should be able 1o preserve her position
in the world, and in that part of the world. It is not & matier

of gratitude for the Balfour Dec.aration. There are deeper

reasons, For us 1% 18 @& matter of community of interests and

j{deale, although it ls perheps presaupiuous to talk about
community of interestis between & grest worlid Fower and Empire on
the one side and a small people, who has not even a gtate or a
govorn-onth its own, on the other oide.

NR. BEVIN interrupted: I do not want that Great Britain
should play politics as a world Power. -

and in the equality of all peoples.

Mr. BEN GURION: But the fuct remains that there is a great
distance between you and us regarding power, and still we believe
that we have suncthing in oommon, in interests and in ideals.

I say ideals, I say it although in ovur time ideals are not very
highly thought of, but for us ideals are a great thing. Ve
have suffered for our ideals and they mean a great deal to us.
. We in Palesti.ne, even when we shall have there ceveral million
.Jews, we shall be a émall nation. But we will be & European
nation there,the only European nation in that continent. ve have
& specisl type of civilisation whieh we are unxious to preserve,

a8 much &s we are anxious to preserve our nationsl identity, and

I believe in world peace

hen
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we must presérvc our linke with Europe. - Europe always meant, to a
large extent, England, and now even more s0. Lurope is now divided
into two parts: one part of Lurope is Russlia, the other goes, more
or less, with Englend. 7There are many hussian Jews in Falestine.

I myself was born in Russia and, as you knew, Dr. Weigmann is a
Buseian Jew, and there are still some things in Ruessian civilisation
which we cherish. But we again find ourselves in the unenviable
Aposition'thnt in cese of & confliet we heve no choice. We had no
choice in the last war. The Arabs had & free choice: they could be
with you; they could be with litler; they could be neutrsl. They

were mostly pro-Hitler. We haém no choice. If there will be & new
conflict, we shall again have no choice. 1 hope there will be no
conflict, but if there will be one, we shéllAha-ve no choice. Our
very'eiietence ie impossible under a totalitarian regime, whether of

one type or another. Jews in Ruseia enjoy complete equality; eanti-

Semitism is & crime; a Jew can reach the highest positions of
ptate, and some of them have reached them, Yet, the Jewish people,
under the conditiuns prevaillng in tussia, 18 belng spiritual.y
ext;nguxshed.

/'r. BEVIN asked: Can tney not profess their religion?

Mr: BEN GURION: It is not only a question of religion. If
there iv & religious Jew, he is not as free in Ruesia as in other
countries.  lie is not free. le cawnot think f r himself. "we
RBussians can endure it. They weree in the same position in thigs
respect under the Coarist regive use under the present regime. The
Jew is an intelligent being. He cannot stand being told what to
say and what ¢ ‘think, | met Jewish officers of the Red 'rmy
who were taken priaonoru in Gornany and who e.caped from the
Russian Army. !hq did not want to0 go back, and they told me that
if the doors of ﬁnoaia were opened, the majority of Jews would léav..

for ‘they are livxnc in & prison, There are perhape & mil ion and

:_. half Jews thorc, but they do not exist a8 -uch., If I were
bitting now not with yon but with Mr. ‘Molotoy and he uonld ln;o Ql.

‘ .nxi-zioniet dcclarntxon. won}d not’ bc allowod to dison-- 1t )

o e ctlod
‘_«’J_ [
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with him. | would not be allowed to argue. There are perhaps

four times lees Jews in England than in Russia, but they can

éppoao your policy. They can figut against it., The Jews in

"Ruseia have no self-expression., They do not exist spiritually.

Last year the Russian Government sent two Jewe to . merican Jewry.

When they were asked what is the attitude of the Russian Jews 10

Zioniem, one of them answered that if s talin would be pro-Zionist,

the Russian Jews would be happy. There is no discrimination against

Jews in hussia, but such a regime means extinction for the Jews as

a people and as intelligent free human beings. Under such a regiume

in the world the Jewish people would disappear. Cur existence and

survival depends on whether in the world the Anglo-Saxon ideals

of liberalism - snd I do no! mean the Liberal larty - tolerance,

respect for human freedom and dignity, free expression of political

views, will prevail. nd if there should be - and I pray that

it should never come to pass - a conflict between these two ways of

life, we again have no cholce. /e belong to that world, the world

of freedom and tolerance, and respeet for the individual human spirit,
Even i{ here were no Labour Government in :ngland, waxwaxks

Rux® 1t would be in our interest that England and America should

maintain their place in the world, But we have even deeper common

interests and ideals with British Labour. Jewish Palestine is mainly

& lLabour Falestine.. 0f every four Jews, including children, one is
en orgenised Worker. While our movement is not entirely

identical with yours, xtxhxx they have many thinge in common, most
of all the combination of socialiem with freedom &nd democracy. It
is of vital interest to us that the position of Great Britain in the
world in general, and in that part of the world where we are going
to live in particular, should not be weakened and therefore, in a
Jewish Palestine, it would be in our interest to satisfy all the
legitimate needs of England, if she hue any in thet part of the

- world, whether it is in the Negev or in any other part. When you
.ncgtionod at our last meeting the £ipor%5nco of tho~l¢gov,.1”5ugllbd
what you had in mind. I may have been wrong, but I thought that it
ie a question of petrol, or perhaps of a canal to Akaba. I do not
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see why this cannot be roconoilod with Jewish settlement in
tnat aref. . . :

lr. BETII 1ntorruptod. Yes, thore is the quostion of oil
in the Iog;v. and. ocrtainly you aro intcrtoring. Whenever we want
to explore it, make inqnirica, you are poking (your nose) in :
and you are esteblishing townships where we have to do some work. ‘
"Yo-. there - w.xo plans’ of a canal But id don't think that they
wlll have to be carried out., (Turning to Beeley) Isn't that so?
'-(Boolqy.nnttorcd ooncthing, but it was not cloar whether it was
tyto or no). A : , -
| lr; BEI GURIOI: I cunnot see why a Jewibh State cannot meet
these or any other needs.

"~ Mr. BEVIN interrupted: But there is & terrible anti-British
feeling among American Jews. There is a violent agitation againut.
 Great Britaein. ‘Whole pages in the press are taken up with

slandering England. ' |

Mr. BEN GURION$ I will have perhape later something to say
about American Jews. But I would like to return to the Middle
East now. ‘If, as you say, peace in the Middle East is your main
interest and therefore you look for a pettlement of the Palestine
‘question, all those proposals you have made so far, they do not
make for a settlement. If you think that Palest ine must some tino
be indop‘ndont -

Mr. BEVIN 1ntorruptod aaklng: Do you think Palestine should -
not be imdependent?

Mr. BEN GURION: No, on the oontrnry. I am sure that Paloatincl
will some day have to be independent, and then you will be faced
~f& with this dilemma from which there is no escape: cithcr'you :
' will have to put 700,000 Jews under Arab don.nntion -

- Nr, ‘BEVIN 1ntorruptodx But why? Cannot & cu nstitutlon‘bo
doviaad in such & way as to avoid this?

" Mr. BEN-GURION: If Palestine is to be really indopopdqut
ana ncituor the: totlav Manhdatory Powcr nor any othor foreign
Power will xntorrono, then I auppoao Puloatino will be a
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demogratic state every-one will have only one single vote. The
Jews will not have more than one vote, if_nqi. They are a
minority and they will be under Arab domination. There is no escape
from that. But it is not only that a third of the population of
the country will be, against their will, under the domination of
the Arabs. The Jews have created a speeial type of civilisation.
They have a speciel position for the worker, for the woman, and I
cannot imagine that world public opinion, or public opinion in
Great Britain, should agree to place this population against its
will under Arab domination. Therefore, the only other alternative
is a Jewish State.

Mr, BEVIN: But I am told by the law officers that according
to the Mandate there must not be a JowiahJStato. nor an Arab State.
MR. BEN GURION: At this talk I would not like to argue
juridical points. If this question would be put before an impartial

tribunel and it would be made only & question of law and justice,
I would be prepured to plead and to prove that this was the

intention of the Mandate, and that it could have no other intention.
But I would not like to do it here. We have argued such points at
the larger meetings. I want to deal here with the practical
questions and I esay:  if the Mandatory Power, or any other foreign
regime, will not more 1nt¢rtoro at all in Falestine and the oountry |
will really be independent, then this decision will have to be
made: Either 700 QU0 Jews will have to be placed under Arab
domination, or they will have their own state.

Mr. BBVIIc Mr. Boolcy told me this norning of your plnn ot .
partition: Thio will plaoo 600,000 Arabs in the Jewish State,. snd
‘he 1a-not quito auro wuothor thie would be right, The Arabs have
a claim of damocrncy and velf-determination, and there io a 3roat £
deal of eyupathy for that in the world. ' :

Mr. BEN GURION:If right only would rule tho world, we wonld
be perfectly willing to submit our cese to a world tribunal and we
would thon<nak not for an adequate tcrrito:y within Palqotilo, Uut
tor the whelo ot Pdlo-tino, and I an convinncﬂ that 1f 1t worc a
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qhoetion of right, we would receive Talestine in its entirety.

But I am now aiscuesing this matter from & more prectical point of
view, We, and you, and perhape also the Arebs, cannot wait very
much longer. You mentioned peace in the Middle “.st, A settlement
of the Palestine question is one of the needs of the Middle East.

e need it, p:orhaps you also need it. /nd if an immediwce settlemeni

is necespary, we must make a compromise and we mu. t give up part
of what we believe is our country, The Arabes in a Jewish State
will perhaps be in & better position than the Arabs in an /rabd
state. I argued this point at the last meeting and I do not want
to repeat it now,

Mr. BEVIN: But you never told us what you really want. I
had talks with Dr. Weizmeann, with Dr. Goldmann, ane“ ‘2“? talk
with Rabbi Silver in America. He asked me for a tip/in order to

have the Congress with him, But you never lald your cards on the
table., You never told me what you really want. You will have to
appear before the world. You will have «o tell the United Nations

what it ie you want. What is your partition” I am dealing with all
kinds of peoples in the world. They &ll say clearly and openly
what they want. There is only one people which never discloses
what is in its mind:; the Russians. You s#y you are & Russlan, You
act just like them.

MR, BEN GURION: This we iearnt mnot from the hussians but from
you, You have made proposals, but all the time you mentioned only
principles, You never told us pleinly and clearly what it is you
are offering us., What is the erea of the Jewish provinces in the
Morrison Plan? Only at the lust meeting you told us that we could
see the map, and immediately we told you, and we have shown
yesterday to your representatives, that if & compromise will be
made, what is the area we have in mind. |

Mr, BEVIN: But we cannot force a Jewish State upon the Arab
world. There will be Wwar. We have no authority from tho Dnltid

?lhtiont. We have no hclp. Thege Ancnioane, they are nlunyo prnlnin.

>u:’u..' Prasld‘nt Roosevelt, he made farhroaohing oonnitnont- to thc

-,}J

I

f,.,(,'
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Arabs., He made promises to Ibn Sand. We never did that. Even the
Whi%o Paper did not go as far as that. Now they are giving us
advice, telling ue what to do, But when we agsked them whether they
would give us military help, they said NO. It is all because of
their elections, some time it is elections in New York, and anothe:
time it is elections for the Senate. But they refuse to take any
reaponuibility. They want us to carry the whole burden, But we
canrnot fight the whole Arad world.

Mr. BEN GURION: The American President does not stand in
need of my defence, But I believe that you are not entirely just.
Of course, electiong play @ big role in America, but [ really belie
that 18 is not only & matter of elections., President Truman
practically stands no chance of re-election, yet he still sticks to
his Palestine policy. And it ie not only the one party. Both
parties practically demand the same thing.

Mr., BEVIN: Both parties want to take advantage 01 it for
election purposes.

Mr. BEN GURION: No. There were occasions when leaders of bo
parties went to the President, signed petitions, and neither party
could have had any advantage. There is genuine sympathy and under:
standing for the position of the Jewe, for the merits of their
case. ‘

~ 'Mr. Bevin: But we cannot do it alone. We will have to submi
our proposals to the United Nations.

Mr. BEN GURION: We are not in the United Nations, You are
one of the founders; you have the right of Veto. But we will find
ourselves in the terrible position ofhaving to oOppose yoﬁr request
for such & trusteeship. This trusteeship proposal, if 4t ie to be
taken seriously, means the placing of the Jews after five years
under Arab domination, I believe that our objections will find
support in iaﬁ[;qunrtors, not only in Anorica,‘anOngg dittércnt' ‘
'peoples, in Latin Americe and in Western as weli as Zastern Burop: .
Public opinien in the world will realiee the cruel injustice of
such a'bctrayhl.'and I_ddubt whether such & trusteeship will be
approved. ' | b
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Mr, BEVIN: Ve will not submit these proposals to UNO, if we
will not reach an agreement here.

Mr. BEN GURION: In that cuse you must look for another
solutibn, if you are really anxious to settle this problem., But it
must be settled with finality.

Mr. BEVIN: 8Shall we force the Jewish State upon the Arabs
with British arms? If there were an agreement between you and the
Arabs on that, we would do it.

Mr. BEN GURION:I cannot tell you that the Arabs will agree to
that beforehand. They might have done so at one time. You lost
a unique historic chance., When you came into power, your prestige
stood very high among Jews and Arabs. If you had then called
together the Arabs and the Jews, and you had first of all told the
Arebs that the White Paper cannot remain, as you had alwaysbeen
against it, and you declared in Parliament that you will not be
bound by that policy, and that you were elected on a platform for a
Jewish State and therefore the White Paper must immediately be
abolished - thie might have been possible. You might then have
said that you were not willing to force upon elther the Jews or the
Arabs any regime, and that they must eit together and find an
agreed settlement. Then it might have been dune, since one can
hardly imagine that any other settlement could be reached by
mutual compromise. But you have lost that opportunity, and it is no
use discussing the past now. I am not smare that all the Arabs will
now agree to it beforehand, but your view that the Arabs will
fight, allow me to tell you, does not correspond to the factms as
they are known to us.

Take the Arab states. There are at least three which will not
oppose a Jewish state, although they may nct say so publicly. Take
Egypt, the b.ggest state in the Arab League. They have more than
half the population of the entire League. They are interested in a
settlement of the Palestine problem. Some of their stutesmen
support a Jewish [tate in FPalestine un the basis of partition.

They believe it is an Egyptien interest to settle the Palestine
problem. They may quarrel with you over the Sudan, which is no
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concern cf oura.'But they will not quarrel with you over Palestine.
On the contrary, some of them believe that the setting up of a
Jewish Gtate will make 1t easier to settle their differences with
you in agypt.

Mr, BEVIN interruptod. I was told that Sidky Pasha is for
partition. 1 immediately made inquiries and Sidky denied it.

Mr, BEN GURION: I cannot believe that Sidky would tell us
one thing &nd you another. "here must be something wrong there, and
I shall perhaps be able t0 give you evidence of his attitude. But
it is not omly Sidky. I doubt whether there is any BEgyptian states-
man who would quarrel with Britain if you settled the Palestine
problem by setting up a Jewish State.

Then th.re are two other stutes which not only will acquiesce
but in their hearts will be very much for it. Frirst, there is
Transjordan, Here ie & case of a state which is definitely not
"viable", It is an artificial creation, and they are a&s much willing
to settle the Yalestine problem by partition as some of the Jews.
Then there is the lLebanon. T"he official reyresentative may be
against 1t, but for a great part of the population of the lLedanon,
tor wne Christians, 1t 1e 04 vital importance to have & Jewish State
on their border. This would safeguard their Own existence as a
distinct mnation in the Arab world. I know Jamali, from Iraqg. He
is perhaps the only extremist, and he really supports the attitude
of the Palestine delegation. But I know other Iraqi statesmen, for
instance Nuri Pasha, the presént Prime Minieter. He understands the
necessity of coming to terms with the Jews. He realises the
importance for the Arad world of co-ogperation between Jews and Arabs.

Take the position of Uyria. Only a few days ago Jemil Mardem
in anewer to an article by the Mufti's paper in Falestine thet they
would bring the Palestine question before UNO, declared that the
Aradb states neea peace and tranquiliity. (Beeley nodded in confirme-~
tion) Syria is in a terrible economic position, There are diffianlt
minority’ probloma, The ruling group r'ally is a minority. Robodg
will take seriously the suggestion thaty&yria would make war agalnet.
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England. When France wes still Mendatory Fower in Syria, she
gave away part of Syria to the Turks, the Sanjauk of Alexandretta.

cdnnot see that the Syrian Govermment will make war over
Falestine, or any other Arab state. Did Egypt break XEXuxinxs
off relations with Turkey becasuse of Alexsandretta”? Are not all
the Argeb states anxious to have the best relations with Turkey?
Can any one really claim that if you settle the Palestine problem
in the only possible way, by seiting up & Jewish State, that
Egypt, or Syria, or Iraq will make war on England? I cannot
speak with the same certainty sbout the attitude of Ibn Saud, but
1 can hardly believe that he will break off relations with England
and America because of that. You may be right that none of them
will give his prior consent, but if you decided upon this course,
gome of them would be glad, the others would be acquiescent, What
they all need is to be able to deal with their own problems, and
not to be occupied constantly with the Falestine quarrel.

Mr. BEVIN: I am willing to consider such a&a plan., The
Cabinet is sick and tired of the whole problem, but I will submit
it to my colleagues. I am anxious to settle this problem. Oan
you let me have what you said in writing?

Mr. BEN GURION: I will do so gledly. D5Sut just as the
whole telk is private and informal, nol committing anybody, what
I will submit to you in writing will also be prlvate and informal.
But I want you to know what I believe is in tne mind of our people.
I1f a Jewish State, including the area which . Lsve outlined yester-
day, that is, the whole of Gelilee, the whole of the Negev, with
the exclusion of thecentral part containing some 600,000 Arabs,
will be eet up, our people will accept this compromise, although
they will not be ve:y happy about the operation., I have not got.
the Jewish people in my pocket, Noboiy has. But I know more or
less the mind of my people, in Palestine and in any other oonntny.-
ulao in A.urioa. Il am not American, mmxxx and I am not
American Jew, but [ must tell yvu thal you were wrong abbut tho
attitude of Americen Jews., You were there & short time and you
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haio aodhloortain advertisements in the papers. You found there
bitterness among Jews, It was not anti-British feelings, it wus
bitterness againet the policy of the White Paper. The advertise-
mente which you were shown are those of an irresponsible group.

You must not generalise. No responsible Jewish body in America has
anything to do with that group. And I can tell you this: If
Palestine Jewry will accept a settlement, even if it is not ideal
and just, but practical and it will meet our urgent and most vital
needs, then I believe Jews all over the world will accept it.

Jews in America, as all mericans, &re diviued. They are
iExxxnxex democrats, republicens, socialists, as all other
Americans. But 8o far as they are Jews, they follow ralestine, The
gsame applies 10 English Jews and 1o Jews in other countries. As
British subjects, they bhave their different views, as other
British subjects. But as Jews they are tied to Falestine, Palestine
ie already the main spiritusl force in Jewish life.

Then there is the guestion of the interim period. Ve do not
want to huimy you in taking a decision. 1 know you have to go to
Moscow. We are perfectly willing to wait until you come back.

But it is a serious probiem. What ie going to happen in the mean-
time? The present position in Faulestine is impossible, for us
and for you.

| Mr. BEVIN: There is t1his terrorism, And the Jews in |
America, they are collecting money for terrorist acts, for illegal
immigration., 1 really cannot understand it., America is a friendly
country. How can eitizens of such a country support terror and
illegal actions? :

‘ Mr, BEN GURION: It 1ls only & small group, the same group
who is responsible for those advertisements which you were shown,
who is supporting the terrorist groups. As for what you call |
"{llegal immigration”, you will berdlyfind a single Jew who would
regard this as illegal.

Hr, BEVIH: But it io agalnst the law,

Kr, BEN GURION: Iay/t-cnnioally against the lan. You were 8

leader of lahour and you ought to knov human naturn. Do you
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‘iQ“loiptétva Jew in Germany, when he has an Opportunityito g0 to

 ?&3§:¢1§@{ to his relatives, his people, his country, that he
should not go because technically he ic breaking the law? Should a

" prisoner of war not escape if he has an opportunity to do so, because

he is breaking the law?

Mr. BEVIN: But we are in a very humiliiaeting position in
Palestine. We have to keep there an army of 100,000 troops. We
have to put our people in fortresses. It 1n humiliating. We cannot
do it. e cennot go on like thie.

Mr. BEN GURION: This is due to & wrong' policy, to the
White Paper. Must the White Paper go on?

Mr. BEVIN: The white Paper was approved by Parlisment. But
the White Paper iec wrong. 1 am agaimet it and I told that tu the
Arabs. But how will you stop the terror in Falestine?

Mr. BEN GURION: If we will have authority, we will be ablo to
stop it. Eon the police is yours, ‘and you want us. to do their work?
. We eannot do it. When we will be the Governlent. wc will deal with
these terrorictis.

Mr. BEVIN: But cannot thike illegal immigration be stopped?
Must we be in the position of having to send these people away?

It is humiliating for us. :

Mr. BEN GURION: There is only one way out: to have large
immigration. |

“py, BEVIN: But I offer you 4,000 monthly. If not for the
imericane, you would have had a large inmigration for a long time,
I gave y.u 1,300 and 1 wanted to give you moro latcr on. Then the
Americans lntervened and made it impossible. A |
. Mr. BEN GURION: Mr. Bevin, at this telk I did not want to
"'discusa with -you dotaila, and therefore 1 do not wgnt na' to objoct
to th ber of 4,xUO per nonth.v But it LB not only quootion
1--91’ /immigration. There is also this insult the rg.ou.l i

.’aibcrinination, the lend laws, which uust be renovcd ilncdiatoly.d_- 4
‘ ' The meeting lasted one hour and 10 ii!ﬁt‘*- .




HXY 141 CDE JERUSALEM 54 & 1940

shertok jewagency newyork MAY &4, 1947

23/50 ROSENHEIM CABLED RABRI LEWIN ON 31ST APRIL QUOTE AGENCY
RENOUNCED THEIR CLAIM(S) FOR A JEWISH STATE AND DEMANDS WITE US MANDATE
AND CANCELLATION (OF) WHITE PAPER ONLY UNQUOTE IS THIS TRUZ PLEASE
TELEGRAPH PARAGRAPH (REFERRING TO) YOUR TELEGRAM OF 29TH EXECUTIVE OF
JEWISH AGENCY AGREE TO YOUR NEGOTIATICN(S) RECONSTRUCTION ENLARGED

JEWISH AGENCY BUT ALL MEMBERS, ..DEFINITELY OPPOSED 50 50 PRINCIPLE

BENGURION




MAY 5, 1947

N223 INTL CDE JERUSALEM VIA WU CABLES 17 5 1100
SHERTOK JEWAGENCY NEW YORK

REFERRING YOUR TELEGRAM #30 WASHINGTON D.C. RABBI LEWIN DENIES

ABSOLUTELY DEMANDS SEPARATE APPEARANCE AGUDAE DAVID BENGURION




COPY OF TELEGRAM FROM JERUSALEM MAY 20, 1947

GATHER MOST RELIABLY NEW WATER LAW WILL BE PROMULGATED THIS WEEK, CONTROL
AREAS WILL BE ARBITBARILY FIXED BY THE HIGH COMMISSIONER IN HIS DISCRETION

AND WILL ENTITLE EIM TO PROHIBIT EXTRACTION OF WATER IN SUCE AREAS EXCEPT

UNDER LICENSE. EVEN EXISTING WELLS WILL BE SUBJECT TO LICENSE, ANY CONA

DITIONS OR RESTRICTIONS MAY BE ATTACHED TO LICENCES IN PARTICULAR THE

FOLOWING THOUGH WITHOUT PREJUDICES TO THE GENERALITY OF THE RESTRICTIVE

POWERS GRANTED:

WATER COMMISSIONER MAY SPECIFY THE AMOUNT OF WATER EXTRACTABLE AND FIX

THE RATE AT WHICH AND THE TIME DURING WHICH WATER MAY BE EXTRACTED. HE MAY

FIX FURTHER THE PLACE, THE USE AND PURPOSE @F DISTRIBUTION OF THE WATER

AND IS GIVEN RIGHTS OF CANCELLATION, THE COMMISSIONER IS AUTHORIZED TO ASCERTAIN
THE WATER CAPACITY OF ANY WELL AND THE RIGHT TO REFUSE ANY LICENSE IN ABSTRACTION
IS DEEMED "PREJUDICIAL TO THE REASONABLE CONSERVATION CONTROL OR EXPLOITATION

OF UNDER GROUND WATER SOURCES"., THE VERY WIDE POWERS CONFERRED BY THE LAW WOULD
ENABLE HIM TO PREVENT INTENSIFICATION OF AGRICULTURY AND DEVELOPMENT WORK AND

THE BETTER AND MORE INTENSIFICATION OF LAND. MOREOVER BY A PROCRASTINATION
ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURE EX IT IS POSSIBLE TO STRANGLE DEVELOPMENT, IT WOULD
EVEN BE POSSIBLE TO PREVENT DEVELOPMENT BY IRRIGATION OF AREAS IN JEWISH
POSSESSION THERERY REEDERING IMPOSSIBLE AN INCREASE IN THE CAPACITY OF THAT

AREA TO MAINTAIN A LARGER POPULATION,




JERUSALEM
APRIL 26, 1948
RECEIVED MAY 1, 1948

LC SHERTOK JEVAGENCY NEWYOQRK

OF RVCEIPT YOUR CABLE TWENTYSECOND EXECUTIVE CONVENZD RESOLVED INFORMED ASSEMBLY
THAT IF ARABS CEASE FIRP IR YHOLE PALESTINE V' WILL CXASE FIRE IMMEDIATELY I
BEING CLXARLY UNDIERSTOOD THAT FRAY ACCESS HOLY PLACRES AND FREE MOVEMENT ALL ROADS
BE GUARANTERED IN OUR VIEW SHOOND PART FORMULA CRANTING EACH SIDE RIGHT RESCIND
AGREZMENT I¥ IN ITS VIEN SITUATION SO RBQUIRES NULLIFIES EFFECT OALL FOR CRASE
FIRE DURING SPECIAL ASSHMBLY SESSIONS
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