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DRU P AR 
COLO"'IAL 0 
18.10.46. 

~-----~---------
DHlaration by t . Jewish Agenol 

Th3 eoutive of' the Jewish Ag y for Pal 1tim,• in conjunotion 

with the \'atioml Imtitutiona or th Tl1huy, oall upon the Tia uv to 

dissociate themael-v•• by very oraot1oable mean.a fioom the aot■ ot vio­

lence, lilUJ"der, and sabotage ooami tted in t • ... of Zion1em. It must 

rec~gnised tat terrorist aot ivit lea e brought death and suf fer-

i ~ to i . noc nt members of all c uni t i es • in P le1ti ne • and engender 

~.i;;:nosph-~e of hate and bitternoss i c preolu ea any a eed aolut·on 

or t e l s i e problem.. 

~ec utive and t 1 \ a.a • L umi, t r r f ore. declare tha - it 

is t ho d uty of all .memberaof t he Yi s' v t o chc,,r t eir abhorrence nd oon­

de t in of t ese criminal a cts by ho oom l te oeaaatio of all inter-

oour ~e it m bere of terrorist organi s ti ons. o terroriat ahould re-

ceive tood, f'\m •• ahelter or aas · t a e y kim whatsoever from any 

law abidi mo ber of the community. It muo t be made olear beyond any 

doubt t at the d ed1 ot Yiol oo .. r_ • ch I a c tt red t c aoe ot Pal-

sst i ne in _ net bring di1honour on t e id ale of Zioni11111 and oa.n no 

long be tolerated. 



'"II Kinn.tee of a KeetµIC held. on Kondq, 5th llq, l~'l, at 77 Great !tuaall S\ree,, 
, Lo114oa v. o. 1 • 

.. 

...... ---------·--·--------~-------~--------------------------------.----~---------
Preaent1 

·•r·. B. Locker, 
11:r. s. z. ShrM&i 
Prof. s. Jro4etelq 
Kr. J. Linton 
Mr. A.. nan 
Kr. J. Bodea1 
JCr. L. !aketa.nalq 
Mr. S. l.oweoa 

(1) Profe1aor !roytw COD«P."&tulate4 Kr. Locker on. hia sixtieth birth.tit on 
behalf of hiaaelf an4 all -•~•r• of the a\aff • 

<2> • DPOID 
It, locker reported that he had bad. a telephone c<nrt'eraatio:n. la.et night 

vitli Dr. Goldmann wbo had expNsaed the opinion that there was a poeeib111t7 
that they woul4 be 1nvite4 to appear before the Political Couitt•• of the 
United la\iou .beemb~, which in fact vaa the A.aeellbq itself uaur another 
me. lt•A!"lbc the attitude of the u.s. GoTerwnt, Dr. GoldNDD refette4 \o 
hl• prenoua report on thi■ n.bJeot. !he :&Mrican GeTermaent vu afraid ef 
eatulia~ a precedant which aigbt be ua4 on behalf of the Yor14 J'a4era\1oa 
of !ra4e UAioaa and that llight lte a reuon w. the haaian repnMa~\1Te 1!M 
~oniuc their requ.eat. · Mr. Du'• preaeuce .... requ.in4 111 J.Mrioa for a 
few weeks 1n order to ae■iet 1a tbe preparatioa of the Neac,....-ah■ which cou.14 
be ul1Tere4 earl.7 1a lwle. Dr. Qoldeen ~bought that 1 t waa 4o11.bttil lf \a 
A.ct1oN Oollllittee aeeiing cou14 taa place in Bew York ba.t that 1\ wou.14 
probal~ take plaoe iJ1 Paria or Jei-u.wea. .. 

If, I) r,e4 on 1111 Tia1ta to hence• :Belc1ua. 
bovc. Uter refeninc to Dr. Goldmann'• repor, of tbe oonTeraatio 
(laa.1 4'0rll&J' ha oontiml.e4 that in Pari• tilt Tiev of t!M, lreau 4ele 
Speoial A.aaeill»lt (II. :Boua..,ncer) vu \bat if there va• to be a • 
1D the -'••••ltl.7, ~•tioe b•anAect Jeviah rel)reaen\at1on, but i er 
to atriTe that there ahoulc1 be no debate at all a1' th1a ••••ioa 
atbority ~ 41acnt•• arq •ttera of n\1tanoe. In 41acu.aa1eu o 
towa:.rda \he ~&1,1, ••••ral J'rench 4.iplo•ts bad expresae4 anxitt 
tratton of the i.rab, Leap.e into 'lorth :Africa and Morocco an4 1 
couter \liat preanre that K. Auriol had UD4.er~c hi• Joum7· 
#rioa. Ql1a1 410raq repreaentat1••• •2»1aine4 that 1rench ~ 
naael7 to oppo•• ,he .lnb Le~••• a\teapt to utaoll lorth Afrl 
9' ~heJ ~1recl if it vou.14 be poaai'bla for tha Jewish oo--nm 
lo aaaiat alo~ theae lliea. Kr. Daa •~la1:ne4 that ■ucm a poll 
for co•on action w1'1l '-• but '1:aat it requ1re4 tree aooee1 for 
tlTea to rea6 ~•rt.a. !ha Jlreaoh Tiev wu that beh1Ji4 \he efto 
.lnb Le~ 1n Bor\h Africa atooc!; the lritilh Qenn>Mat. llr. 
lu Le'baneae 1r1eda of ••11 ,aYII, .. who tlloup\ thal irilh tia. 1µfip..U. 
1a th• Leba.noa the tlae vu ripe o:r .._ to rehrn to ~r. lie ha4 • 
tb&t. Dr. ,l[Ma..... M4a a f&Toura'ble 1Ji,PTJa11oa on I. Joaot 
tioa of Ju •• Hie ceural ~•••ion •• \at ture . • 7 
~! aore ooutrutiT• pelitioal work la Jraaa. 1Jl Tiav of tlae • ae:n. of auift1' 
abO'!lt .btu •.,a1ion. Jlr, ,Bnill'• let,ar oa the peat1oa of 111epl Saii 
tloa W: -••4 aoae 41-.pproT&l &114 \he Qoyar...nl a~ • 4ao1 
to 4o ao •n tb&D • to ••• a ~or■al !he pr••• ha4 
the e 



' , 
I I •tter, lnlt atN11ing the eleMnt of '1e1i1tano••• 

Ia ~•lc11111 the local Zioni1t olrcle1 had few contact, vith the GovermMnt. 
Detail• of JI!'. naate talb were 0011t&1u4 ill a separate •aonndn■• II. Speak 
eDJD1ne4 th• problem in great 4eta11 and appeare4 41spleaae4 with the Arab tao­
t1oa at u.w.o. lnetra.ctiou ha4 been aent to the ~elciu 4elepte to avoid an 
extended 4ebate. K. Spaalc• • view was that the Jeviah procedural 4••"4• were 
reaaonabl• lmt that tbe7 should etriTe to liait the A.gen4a of the Aeaeabl.7 to 
the aett1ng up of a Oolllllla11on. Be pointed out that Kr. 'h7cY• Li•*• iJffocation 
of the precedent of the Vorlcl J'e4eration of !rad• Union.a va1 not a parallel ou. 
!a.ming to the n.b1tance of tae ia1Ue he aake4 what were their Tiew• ae to the 
fa.tu.re of Paleatlae. Kr. lbu explained tbat tbere were two trend■ of thoucht. 
one leadinc to 1a4epeD4ence, which 111,Plied partition, an.A the other looking for 
a contlnaation of the Nan4ate e7eta but with free ima1grat1on etc. Kr. Speak• 
apeak1ng peraonalit, thought that the f oner was aore likel7 to be ncoe1etu.l 
at u.•.o. which 414 not 11Jce !ruateeehip in pu!'&l but which faToured the idea 
of 1D4epenanoe and the eataltlishllent of emll atates. !'h11 latter in particu­
lar waa attrac'ti'Te to the ■mall etate1 theaaelT••• 

In concluaion M. Spaak eaid that without going into the moral aspects of 
terrorism, he viehe4 to ll&ke it clear that its preaenoe vu making it difficult 
for hropean eoc1al1ats to help the Jev1ah cauae because 1 t meant that ■up. 
por,iJJc the Jewi1h cau.se illplied auppor, of a reTolt acainat hgland. MT. Dan 
ha4 aleo had a talk with M. Camillo Jiq'emu1 who had eTince4 a Teey robu.at 
Z1oaiet 17111P&t~. 

Jinal~ he had made contact vi th two .members of the :Belgian Parliament, 
K. haet and Sena.tor Mot£. who were read7 to in.Ti,e Parliamentary friend, to 
hear the Jeviah point of Tiew, althoup DOt to 1Ul4.ertalce aD7 actual organisation 
of responsibility. A meetinc ha4 been aucgeate4 for Jlq 20th. It vu agreed 
that Profea■or ~ro4etaq vou14 a44r••• this aeeting and t!'7 and a.rrance for 
either Kr. Oroe1man or Mr. root to join iJ1 sponsoring it. 

Kr. nu continued that there was no office of the Jevieh .&«en07 in 
Bei«iua, except a a-.11 iJllligration. o:ttice an4 there were certain ~•r• of 
th11 office UD4ertak1ng political work. !he :becut1Te wou.14 have to 4ec14e the 
exact liait■ of ita authorit7. 

Ira Lip,tpn eaid that Dr. Sneh waa coaiDg to London naxt week and the 
... tter could be 41acuaae4 then. 

Continuing, Kr, m»p eaid that M. Spaak had aeke4 for written material 
and said he would be prepared to con■ider the peoblem 1D greater detail before 
September. 

In Bolland, the ■1tuation vaa the opposite to that 1A ~elgillll, as the 
Dutch Zionists haTe olo1e contact with their GoTernment, ud, 1Jl fact, ha4 al-e 
reaq n.blli t.te4 • aeaorudml bue4 on doC\lllen\e rece1Tecl fro• lev York. lner­
tuleae he had eeen the 1oreign K1n1ater for. a cereaonial talk and had. ,un 
•••n Profeaaor han.ooi, Head of tha Dlltcb J'oreip Office U.1'.o. Depart•nt. 
Prof. l'ranooia aa14 that h11 1».atnotiona would be that their cleJ.ecation met 
oppo1e the Arab 4eau.4 for an exten4e4 Agenda. .lltboqh the Dv.toh were Te-q 
iatereate4 in lnglan4ta polic7, the7 ha4 con.a14erat1on of internatioD&l. law 
u4 were concerned to ••• \hat the law wu not larobn. lie pointe4 oa.t that the 
•-la•r• of tu Permeat Man4ate, Ooilldttee ha4 \e~ elec,e4 a4 :peraow aD4 
not a.a official repreaentat1vea of their governunta, and aeb4 vh&t w01ll.4 \e 
their reaotio:a to aillilar appointaeata to the tJ.I. Oo•11aio11~ lie alao alke4 



, 

. 
f . tor a Mmran4ml 4ealiq part10'1larl.J' with the lepl upeota of tbe 11tuat1on 

&114. aucgeate4 that their repreaeatati••• ia l'ev York ahould maintain contact 
with tu Da.tch rei,~e•entati•••• 

lh-. Dia bad alao apc,ba to the Priae Ni:niater ail4 the loreip 111:niatera 
of :Luaabourc, II. l>a.Jomc an4 ~ leek, who were not oppoaed to the idea of the 
eatablialmeat of ••ll Stat•• In geDeral, their foreip polic.7 vu cloae to tha\ 
of :Be3'ia. !be~ aske4 for our procedural 4.--na. 1n writing, which Mr. DD 
.... •rranci~-

!he ••tine term1Jlate4 

-- -- I • -----------



nr. rz nwl IIP- • 
$21 ftftb &--­
.. Yort ..... Yark 

ICr ,...,.. melt 

I • ••-t, ng J'OU benm.th the 115.Jsutu ~ tba w\inp 
wtdob AN bald - t.ba Cc-laid•] ons.o. 1-gtm1ng Jan­
.,, 29• 19b7. Ple■• N\urn tba to •• ac,an ae 
,-ar. tbroaghldthtt • 

I\ 18 aD8t imenstiJW to ralld thlll aa■,"Wt. tlle bacJea. 
pvad or tbl .. wta ot the last two ,..... and it. 1s 
~ t.o notAt bow tuaa m ap1n om- aood trieDda 
,.,,1(1., , • .,.,. and .,. ,.,. 

11th all aood wiabla• I I 1 n 

11-'aanHe1l1i"yom-e• 

AY BJJJ,EJ. SILVlll 
as ... .... 
ft.a~J111l 
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The Jewish ~ency for Palestine 

MEMORANDUM -CUt S, 1947 

FROM: .&nlmr Lovie 

I• acleai11& ti.rnith cop7 of 1 8hort Mimltea of InteZ"YlW 

at the OoloDial Office, J'al7 2~. 194?. 1 



• ., 

sigp-r 

SHOP.! MlmrrES OF INTERVIEW AT THE COLONIAL OlTICE, JULY 24th, 1947, at 4 p.m. 

PRESEET: Mr. Ivor Thomas 
Mr. Trafford Smith 

Professors. Erodetsky 
Mr. Shra.gai 
MT. Rowson 

••••••••••••••••••••• 
Professor ErodetakY;, after apologising for asking for the interview at""such 

short notice, said that the reason why' they had come a third time was as follows: 
On Monday, he had asked for information, and had been disappointed not to see the 
Colonial Secretary. From Mr. Martin be had received the impression that the Govern­
ment had some idea as to the future of these ref~eee. From the statement made in 
the House of Commons, however, he had received a different impression, and for that 
reason he had asked for a second interview with Mr. Martin Jesterclay. At that intel'­
view, he had made it clear that the Jewish Agency thought that the ships should be 
returned to Haifa. They did not accept the view that the British Government were 
entitled to introduce legislation about the immigration in defiance of the Mandate, 
and for that reason they felt that these people, having fought their way to Palestine, 
should not be given the worst poaaible punishment, which was implied in sending them 
back to Europe. That was the reason for asking for their return to lulifa. The re­
ply had been thtt the Authorities were acting in accordance with the law. 

Dr. '.Brodetsky then said, at the end of the interview, that sending them back 
to Europe was infinitely worse than even the policy of Cyprus, which the Jewish 
Agency did not accept. In Cyprus at least there was some hope. 

Now he had received some further information which he felt it his duty to bring 
to the notice of the Secretary of State. Re had learnt that the French Government 
vould. only allow to land those who left the ships voluntarily. He was therefore 
asking the Government if they proposed to use force against those who refused to leave 
the ships? To do so in the territorial waters of a friendly power would be an act 
against the international practice. Be thought it necessary to place t his before the 
Minister. The situation was one of some difficulty; be was not given to makin& wild 
statements, but thought that an international scandal might arise. The British wire­
leas bad high~ recommended the step which H1s MaJeaty1s Government bad taken as a way 
of stopping illegal immigration. He doubted if it would do that; but it had certainl.7 
produced another situation which, in turn, might give rise to other difficulties which 
the British Government might not have foreseen. He would be glad to have any infor­
mation. 

Mr, Ivor TheJPft:9 said tbat the matter had had the closest attention of Kr. 
Creech-Jones, and also of the Foreign SecretfP."Y and the GoverDment as a whole. He 
could not aay anything fu;ther about the general question of immigration, except that 
he could not accept the premises of the Jewish Agency. The British Government had 
carried out the Mandate and had created a National Home for the Jewish people in 
Palestine. They could not neglect Article 22 of the Covenant of the League of 
Nations, which was a part of the Mandate (aic!). The problem could be solved if it 
were tre~ted solely a1 a humanitarian one, but it was bound up vith · the whole qu.ea­
tion of a Jewish State. The Zioni t Orga.niaation ouJ:bt to think itself fortunate 
that the policy of returning illegal immigrants to the country from which they came 
had not been carried out before. That would have been the proper thi~ to have done, 
but it was not done for othermaaona. Bow the situation had become urgent; there vaa 
limited accommodation in Cyprus. 
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. 
Palestine was 

• ·, Mr, Ivor TMe, said that in a senee 1 t waa. true that Palestine was the Jewish 
land. But the Arabs were takiDg a different view, and that created a fUDdamental 
conflict with which the ~ritish had to deal. The Cyprus policy was an inducement to 
illegal i~igration. They could do nothiDg else but return ille~l immigrants to 
the countries from which they came. Under international law nothi~ el•e would: be . 
lep.l. Once in French territorial w~t~ra, the people would become the respo~•ibility 
of the French Government. 

. 
Kr, fraffqtS\ Smith said that the Coloabia ato17 could be killed, and that the 

people would be kept in France. • 
. . . 

Profeaaor ~rodeJalg; said that 'to be specific, the problem was the gap between 
the ahips and the shore in Jrench terri\orial water,. What would happen to those who 
refused to land! 

. 
Mr, ShrMai pointed out that although theae people were being returned to Fran_ce 

they were not French citizens, and the Govermnent 1a legal ar~ent bad no baaie. They 
had left thro114:h France in order to save their lives, but France was not their place of 
origin. Be aalced why it was neceaaary to aend them so far away from Palestine, ·1r it 
vere necesaarr to send them a~ from Palestine at all? 

Mr, .Iyor !heme, said that accommodation in CJPru.s was practically full, 
policy of Cypi-ua encour9«ed the traffic. 

• f 

Professor ~rod asked whether they were go~ to use force 
ritorial waters? 

Mr, Iyor Thcrne, replied 1ri the negative; their responsibility would 
French- territorial water.a. 

Profea eked vb.at would haJ>l>ell if the pa1aenge e u ed o eaT 
the ship? 

• M id ' that the complicate4 lep.l que1\ion1 were 
atudied· b eg- e~Tta of the Fore Office, from whom no fi ecision bad . . . 

.::.a,~..,.~-=•ro.,.4.,~tl,UM. ed OU a lie mi e te 
ona eonse ~ences. 

M Q9 to adm e people to P a 
aerioua i a. 

• .:..-..-..M,U~__.,............. hat th pposition bad been e ra 
b7 the w. olic7 in the la.at JO ;yeara. ht the po• 

~c• different queatione of inte 
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bundreda of thousands of Jews. 

Mt, Ivor Thomas agreed that the tr~ had a long history. The British Govern­
ment wanted to help to solve it, and believed it could do so if it were treated as a 
humanitarian problem. j3ut it was Zioni,s,t aspirations which gave rise to trouble, an0; 
conflict with the :lrabs. 

Professor Brodetak.y said he was not there to discuss Zionist aims, except to say 
that Zioniaa wanted to reverae the historic process of dispersion, which always led to 
anti-Semitism. 

Mt, Ivor Tho¥:@ said that the same provees which led to anti-Semitism was now 
taking place in Palestine. There was no anti-Semitism in Great Britain; and he thought 
the,t other countries would be the same as Great !ritain. 

Professor ~rod.etslg pointed out that unfortunately this .was not so in fact. 
Mr. Bevin!p dispersion policy had no justification. 
sa;v that 9ionism was creating the problem. 

The British Government must not 

Mr1 Ivor Thoma;g thought that, the Arabs of Palest ine would be more kindly diaposed 
towards Jewish 1DD1grat1on if not for the fear of a Zionist State • 

. 
Professor Jrodetsk,y said that if the Jews remained a minority in Palestine, then 

the whole problem would remain. 

Mr, Iyor Thoe, said that that was precisely what the Arabs feared. 

Professor »rodetslg said that that was not what he had come to discuss. 

Mr, Shw,.i said that there was no other country opening its doors to these Jews, 
who ~ to save themselves. They should not be punished like this merely for political 
reasons; no-one wanted them; CT,pru.s itself was a severe punishment, but at least it 
left them some hope. 

Mr, Ivo1: 1'home-s said that Cn,rus had its own problems. 

Professor ]rodetsk::y again reminded him that the Jews bad not chosen Cypru.s. but 
Palestine, and that the problem had to be solved. , 

l 

Mr. lyor 'EilPJPA9 e~laiaed tbat this waa the reason w~ the :British Government had 
~ referred the question to UJIO. Be should have thought that th1a 11&$ the worst possible 

time to conduct illegal illlligration. Thoae reeponeible for it might have refraine~ 

Professor :Brodetalq said that as the :British Government bad stopPed carryi~ out 
ita obligations under the Mandate; he could not feel much oppoaition to the policy of 
;11egal 111nigration. w 

I I Kr, Ivo; 'Shea, said that the Mandate did not provide for unl1mite~ Jewiah illmi­
gration. B.M. Oovenuaent baa given the close■\ attention to the problem, and tho~t 
that the Jewish or~iaatipna were very wrong in encoura&ing au.ch a rep~ahena1ble poliey 
when the matter was in the hands of UJO. 

ft9f9aaor Brodftw aaid that during the war when Great Britain wa• ill ~r, 
:Briton.a had 4ou IDlllq aiai:larlt "responaible th~•"• !he Jeva were now in the same . 
dan&er. He si?lcerel,7 hoped. that there would be no attempt to uae fore• on the ahips. 
There w~ still t1m fo~ a change. There bad al.rei4,t been eTil effeot1 1~ Palestine. 
He therefore asked tliem to turn the ships round and. send them back to Palestine, or at 
lea,t to Cyprus. Re ho~d. nothing would happen now to create new colipltoationa.· 

!he meetip& terminated at 




