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77, GREAT RUSSELL STREET,
W.C.1.

21st October, 1946.

Dre Abba Hillel Silver,
The Temple,
CLEVELAND, Ohios

Dear Dr. Silver, W /

I cabled you recently that Dr. Goldmann
and Mr., Weisgal would be bringing with them cop-
ies of the Mimites of the talks which had taken
place at the Foreign Office and Colonial Office.
I hope you will by now have seen them. I am
enclosing herewith copies of the Minutes of the
last two meetings.

With kindest personal regards, I am
Yours sincerely, -

’

Enc losures.




SHORT MINUTRS OF MROTING HELD 2 TA” COLONIAL CFFITR ON THURSDAY, OCIDAER
178h, 1046, st 3,30 pene

Geter,
iire Jole Narbin,
lre Trefford Smith,
Mr, Newton (Palesti-e)
Lo m

SIR GEORGE GATER seid he was sorry that thare hod heen soue del
onlling this meeting; 4t had
avold an ebortive discussiofe
by the Secretary of Stete, and w

neoting wes Lo find ond ween
There was e terrible risk of loss
enst Lhey should agree Lo do whet was possible in Chis di
the genaral dimussioncdd wnavoidably there was e certain
becmase somsbody ha' Lo teke the first step. e had sem
Secher's request st the previous mesting when he had ssied
Goveormaent proposed to do. Thet was requirmd wes gome conbribution
both sides towerds ensing the tension. They oould not bargsin shout such
inge, but contridutions must be reciproosl. ls vould meke some provisionsl,
intarecorrelated suggestions. e realised the 4ifficulty for the Jewish
they oculd not enter upon undertakings whish they would be wnable
The /geroy wd slresty mertioned thet it hed denounced terrorise
ogorsions, hut he imd pointed oubt thet thot hed usuelly heppened
fdent; whet tLhey weuld 1ike would be scme goneral stobemsnt of
effeot thet the ’genoy would be prercred to use its best endiee
overt terrorism md other fo-us of vioclenne, md rould co-operate
Palestine Aduigistration to thet ends  Seocondly, they would wish the
to withdrew the asssures of noneco-operetion hYetween Lhe Jowish Joummity
Palestine ‘duinistration whioch hed heen Laken sinos Lhe 20th of June,
resum® sotive cosoporetion to the fullest ressible extent. /A8 regerds
tentions of the Gevernment, they would release vhe detaired Jewish loaw
and such thor d-teiness o8 it might be pestibie Lo relesse af'ter reviw
the Pelestire Muthorities, 4t b understoe? t'of Lihis would mot dnolude
persons suspected of connection with and Stern. Seoondly, as reg rds the
seardhes, the poliay of the High Cousissioner for the phet fev weeks hed boen to
stop the searches exospt after inoidents; Ghat was now She policay of the Pelese
tine Civil Administrution. Thirdly, with regord to the Falestire Deferce Regue
letions, he would like Lo sqy that these were mot newj Defence fiegulations had
hed to be put into oparet on sgsinst ireh terrorisms The Governmert would unders
toke that the Defence legulstions would be reconsidersd with » view 0 posaible
rolamation es soon ns it was epperent thet tervorisa weos unfer effective contrels

Mre LOGTER paid thet the procedure sdopted made 1t dirfioult to discuss
metters beoouse Lmaigretion "ad been left outs s would like e fe- minutes %o
oonsider, with tis oolleagues, what 3ir Gnra hed ssif. '.

(The mesting adjoumed Trom & o 4430 peie)
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On resuuption

Mre LOCYER seid thet they had nufuuy considered what Sir George
had sodd. As Lmuigretion had been mlnacl they wvould say would slse
be of a prelimirery cherse er. Even what they would have to say tomorra
would be subjeot to the mesting of the lotions “oemaittee whioh wes Lo ‘eke
pluce on Tednasday. YNr, ¥spjan hoped to leave st the weokeand end would
rerort in Jerusalem, As regards nonecosoperntion, that was of course »
mattor for the deolsi-n of the Va'sd Leund, A48 rezrrds terrorisn, they
were os anxious as the oppoaite side to prevent loss of life, Dritish, Jewisl
or ‘rebe Person-lly he would have thought that such sstatenent o8 wes suge
gested hy the Government waes ot noocessary, becsuse Lhay mizsht be suspeocted
of having struck e bargain. But if they insisted on o statement, then they
would meke it, o8 they he’ anyhow intended Lo issue such s statement i the
romilts of these telks hed proved to be nepotive, (thouzh he hoped they
would rot)e DBut he would ssk thea to lesve the timing of such e stebement
to them. They would meke things maoh essder if in the meantime the Uoverne
ment took some steps. One thing Bowever he must weke cleer: that wes that
they could ~ot undertoke to say that they would gcoeoporate with the Aduinise
trations They would have to sot in theoir own way til]l the situatien in Fule
estine hed changed. After »ll, they had had So do many wyopular things
in the past.

S4r GEOOGE CATER esked whether the intention was Lo do good by stealth?
Mre RAPLAN rerlied in the negative snd said they would set publicly.

Sir GEBOTCE GATER eaked whether lire lewbon would like Lo say something
on the mestien of ocowopsration?

Mry HEYTON geid thet it deponded wpon what foru of cow-operstion they
hed in wind. In the psst thore hed been breeking of Lhe lew, and things
hed been dore Lo abarress thean. Vhet Lhey wanted fron them now was that
Af they knew terrorists they should hemd them over to Lhe smthorities.

Mre LIVTON sgiked whelher Vi, Newton thousht there wers Jews who would
be prepared to han? over other Jews to the tender mercies of Ceneral larker?

Mry NEVTON sadd 4t was not only & question or Genaral Barker.

Mre LINIOE sudd thek, be thot s 4% mighs, t.*u “ishuv regerded the sete
thduﬁthc-mOmlm

lre NETICH seid he sew no difference between physicsl sotion end banding
over Lerrorists.

Nre S/CHIR said thet ‘here wos s fundmental difference betwesn their
omn sctivities, whioh would hYe soverted, and cowoperstion with the ‘duinise
tretion, whioch would not.

lire RAFLAN suid thet they had no i-tention d’ kidnepping people ner of
acting as informers, nor yot of creating their own "mmu;m-' %m
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not the Gowermoent of Palest ines They would spreal to the Yishuv to help
in preventing terrorisns They hed? iforuwed them of dmngers in the puste

S4r GOURGE GITIR: Would thet exclude such ackion now?

Mre XAPLAM replied in the negetive, Dut as long as the iandete wes nob
re-ostahlished, there whould not he proper coeoperation,

Bdr GUORGY GATER asked whet kind of stotement they had in aind?

My, LOOTER said condemation of terror and a call to the Yishuv to
withheld help «n? essistmoe « food, sheltor, eto « from terroriste.

Ure HARTIN asked whether the willagers would help If the treil of
terrorists led to them?

ir, SACHRR thought thet they should mot go into too great deteil,
¥re NEVION seid that such stateuents hed beon made in the past.
Hire LOCKETR said he hed alresdy mentionsd that.

34r GEONGE GATER sanid thet such statements had been mede after incidents,
but this wes to be e gemersl “eclarations

Nr. LOOFER said thet ns regerds the gquestion of Civil nonecowoperation,
thet depended up'n whet they would hoar the following day. If the expulsions
were stopped and there was n chenge es regerds fsuigrstion, then no doubt the
Yishue would take that line. As regsrds the relesses, he took it thot this
deolsion would also cover those vho were subject to detention Yut wer: out
of Palesti-e ot the Cine?

S4r GEORGE GATEY sedd thet thet was so,.

Mry EPLAY suld thet 34r George hed mentioned that the relecses of obther
detwinees would he subject to review, le pointed out thet soue of the
people had heen detained for months without review, That sight have heppeoned
heocause there wos en intention of punishing these men, or it might Lo due te
the feobt thot the ‘duinistretion wos evereburdened, Ia eny case, if' the sobtion
was Lo e effective, 4t must be dome quiclkldy, end with graoe.

S4r GRONGE GATER saild thet what had happened ot the King Devid lotel nlgllt
have sometihing teo do with the delay.

lr. KAPLAN gadd Ghet there were wany lebour people being held in detention
whe oould heve hed nothing te do with the Ting David.

84r GRORGE GATER sedd thet the Jewish \genay hed esied for time, and such
reques’s wust be reciproosl.

lire SASHER suid that in Pelestine every police offiocer or soldier hed the
right to detein anyone, wheress in England 4t would only be dene by direction
of the lowe Seoretory. xnl..maenmn.-wwm
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proviowsd 2ll these enses. In FPelestine he understood thet Lhere was s
oounitbee consisting of the C.I.D. end other afficinls.

Mre NEVTION said that bhis was out of dete. There was now ¢ oomuitbtee
unfer s Judge.

Mre SACHER then geave an exauple of one osse in which it hed talen sboub
eightesn months to get a detention order reviewed, and whe:o it was digoovere
od thet there wa: nothing in the dossier to justify detention, it took a
further nine months before the person wes releesed.

Sir GEONG" GATYR sedd he was st & disedvantoge becsuse he did not koow
the perticular cases From his experience in suoh metitors there was nesrly
ajwvays snother side to such questions « somothing to be ssid on behslf of
the /dapinistretion.

Mre ZASLAYYI seid Shat from his experience in these mattors of ocowoporae
tion sgainst terror, he must say thet the releveont suthorities in Falestine
were much wore inalined to deal with the shedier eleserta rether Lhen wibth
them,

ir, VEWION eepid thet this stobement was nowhere nesr the bruth.

84r GRORGE GATER sad” thet thay should not mske suoh sllegeticns when
the Palest ine Coverrmont was not in a position Lo repudiste them. Such
matters should be reised in Fajestines As rogerds. review, he would iike to
them thet they wanted to hasten matbers and he would go inte Lhe question.

lire LOCTER gaid thet 5ir George Gater had mentioned what he hed seid ebout
the searches, and hed 012 thew whot was the present line of the Administretion.
He hed had o talk with the High Commissioner shout the sesrches in Toret ard
Ruheme chout four weeks sho, and the High Coumissioner had thought thet coue
ireidents hed tolken plece theore. But l». Locker had net beon sble to find eny
record of sry suwoh ineident.

S4r GUORGE GATER sedd thet that was the poliocy now, sad thet they met
teke 1t from him thet 1t was so.

Mr. LOCTER ‘asked whether they oould tell their pecple this?

Sir GUORGE G/YER said that they would hevw % s usg Lhis matbter in Pulete
tine, becsuse there were Rilitery considerations to be taken into scoouite
/&.quw.m relaxation of the Defence Repuletions, perhsps they aight eppoint
two people, one from the Goloniel Offies, and perhaps Mre Sacher, who aight go
through them and see what osould “e dene b _rggerding the most undesirele
oid unpleoassnt festures of the R"'ﬁ:f".:ﬂ;ﬂ! they must lewve this
411 they sew what effective steps bag telzen egrinst terrorism.

ire LINTON seid thet here agoin they hed e vioious oirele, beosuse these
stions undoubtedly poisoned the etuosphere. On both oocasions when he
mmnﬁnm-unmu«-mhr

besn horrified. fons were not only bad in

not boing applied eqelly to all seotions of the populations
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wng & punishehle affence to Arill or weer uniform, rendering people lishle 4=
leng terms of fmprisorment, or even dosbhe Dub two Aredh orgonisetions of o

itory cheracter wore driliing in public and »o sotion hed bLees tsken
sgainst theme Thet was disariminat ion,

Mr, NEYIOV seid thet they had teken metion syainst the Arebs in 108638
« during the troubles, : '
Staakt Bk fon ot
Nr, LINTON; Beb—you also téeie.it ageinst %«Mys in 1940, when sons of
them were found drilling, snd wers sentenoced te long terns of lmprisonnent.
When they were afterwards relecsed, some of them joined the British Forces

Mre SACHIR said that he sew the diffioulty of the Government, periioulerly
as they were deanling here only with s eartoin limite’ porieod. But if the
Govornment thomselves vere to look into these fsgulations and deocide which of
them should not be rut int~ prectice, that would be helpful. s perseonelly
had such e dhcnlt; the Tegulations thst he would not like to be oslled in
on-any disarrsien them,

Mre TAVLAY said thet there were meny things in these Reguletions whioh
hed nothing to do with combatting terrorism.

S4r GRONGE G/TRY sedd theb perhsps the best ocourse would he for both
sifes to report to the full mesting whioch would take plnce the following ‘ay
‘at 330 pene A
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SHORT MINUTRS QF M7 TING HELD AT THE COLONIAL OFFICE QN FRIDAY, OCTORMR
18¢h, 1546, at 3,30 puame

—abenan - - avep tw w-eyen

Progent

The Rte Hone A. Croech-Jones, Che Weigmann,
8ir George Gater, Ee Eaplan,
My, Joly Martin, Be W.
¥re Yewton, He Sacher,
Nre Beeley, Ieds Linton.
F1/1%. A. Crawley, ¥.i's, -

Mr. Trafford Smith,

Mr. Higham.

¥r. CRTECH-JONT™S gpologised for the delay in calling the meoting.

They had -ad to make enquiries about sowe of the points raised. lHe
approgiated the importance which they attached to the problem of irmizra=
tiony also that unlegs this problem were solved they would not be able
to get in Palestire ¢ at trangquillity which they all wished to -ecos But
he feanred that from their point of view he could not pive them a very
satisfastory answer. 'he Covermment appreciated, and was fully alive %o,
the bearing which thils subject "al o2 law and order, but practical Aiffle
culties made it inposeible o glve them the aass e they wanted, ™he
Jewish Ageney had asked lor an increased guota/for the opening of the
gates go that a lar;er number eould come in risht away., But the Govermment
was in the middle of a Couler:nce, and they would not be able to sustain
that conference A such a concegsion were made now. It would have embar-
rasaing effeoots on the conforence, and on the Armabd deleations, and fram the
point of view of the Jovermment 1t weg not practicable nor wise, as this was
one of the major issues and could rpt be dealt with aside from the “onferemce.
Apart from these reaaons, this was a part of the Viddle Fastorn problem, ald
the implications of immigration could not be lost sigit of . The Covermment
view was that uitil this matt r had been settled at the lonferonce, they
could not make the gesture which hai been sugrested here, But even if this
ma jor matter could not be settled, they could deal with the sedmsh points
which had boen raiseds They had recaived a report from the subecommittee
on wiat was practicavle and w'at was not, They would consider the gugges=
tions wich 'ad emerpged and the removal of some of the dilficulties which
preventsd the Jews fram taking part in t-e Conforences They were guxious
that sore of thege dirficultlies should be removed, and that some of the
peoule who were dotained ghould be freed so that ‘‘ey might again take part
in the work for their peoples If the Agency would give expresgion %o its
feeling apgainst the campaign of violence, and if they were willing %o co~
operate in the rstoration of law and order with the Pr legtine Administra~
tlon, then it was caritain t et the Covornmont would make its comtributien
to same of the problems ralsed on the Jewigh sides After consultation with
the Pelestine Govermment they could got the release of some of the datainsess
8ir George had alrcady said that some steps had been takem by the Palestine
Administration, in order to adjust things so as to get tranquillity and or-
der into the counbry. He would lile them to help, and to make a gesture
which would assist the Government to restore law ani order. pr

Te
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Dre WEIZEAYN expressed hig regret that the Government was urable to
meet them on this problemes Certain uences would have flowed fram
such a deeision as they had ssgked for, %5 1% would have helped to
ostablish law and order in t'e country, Ssoondly, if they could ocome %o
the Zionist Congress which would meet in Deoember with a definite improve-
ment in Lomi mation, and sore indication that the White Paper was more or
less finished, then they would have had an orderly Congress and an Exooue
tive would have cmerged of much the same kind as they had now. But he was
not asking for sgsistance in regard to Congross ~ he perescnally was entire-
ly disinterested dwm=dl, It might be that he was flogging a dead horse,
but if they could rot get new immi;ration, what about dealing at least with
Cyprus, which was a running soref They could perhaps agree % Lring the
people over from Cyprus to Athlit and othor places in Palestins. That sug-
gestion was, of course a second « or third or fourth - best, He appreciated
that thero were seme things that could not be done, and that the Government
would do what t ey could in regard to othersy but the reply wiich they had
heard about immi retion was vmking things very diifieult far them,

Npyo CRERCH-JO'TS gald that they approciated the diffieculties, and
knew about Cyprus.<dtifémless £ -re was a definite improvement ‘here would
also be difficultiea for them, Vo pesvetstdd Lhad the question of C
ywas-vorarded as coming within the scope of the work of the Palestine Admine
istration, but the point made by Ur, Veizsan: would be noted and would be
fully looked inte. Put he osould rot comwrit the Covernment at this stagee

Sir GUONGT CaT™® agked whether in ve;ard to Cyprus Ure Welimmann meant
new Inpigration certificates?

Dre WEIZ'AY perlied in the affirmative, dut said that theoge were not
really new peopley they had been in Cyprus for sone tive nowe The grant
of imnigration gcertificates to cover the jeonle im QGyprus would not set
the Jordan on fire. 7he Government alwayve said that the Arabs would oppose
this or that, but they never put these matters to the tegts If everything
that had had to be done for the Jewish Tabtional Home had bega subjeot to
Arab congent, then the Govermmont had bester pive up the gheste The Covern~
ment should tell the Amabs quite firmly, as thoy had sometimes told the
dews, that they eould net have everything their om way, and must gompreo=
mise.

Mr. CREACH-JOMES said that suoh ideas had not escaped their minds, and
that some of these sug: egtions mizht comceivably have been tested, Imnie
gration policy was not a guestion of the consent of the Arabs in the way in
whioh Dy, Weismann had used the term. It was because the Goverrment had
sumnonsd this Confercnce at which the problem of Lrwigration had been fore-
most, and not beeause Aradb comsent had to e obtained. They wanted the
Uonference o succeed, ard it w uld be unfortunate for the Covermment if
it precipitated a problen which would make the Confer -nce impossibles The
Ambs would remmrd it eg a hYeacr of faith.

Mre SACETR sadd that perhaps the su- eostion with regard to Cyprus was
not & question of 4 igration certificates. Instead of keoping them in Cy-
prus, they could be Wept in Palegtine., That was a real distinotionme.

Jure
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My, CRECCH~-JONES sald trat the Covernmont was wp against a real
practical preblem whigh they could not ignere, Cyprus wasthe enly
practical way of dealing with that problem.

My, LOCHER said that he saw no reascn for the new departure which
had been announced at the time when the Conference had airsady been gum-
monede Perhaps thoy were flogging a dead horses The Government position
wag that they could not give them Lrmégration begause the Arabs would not
like it and it mighd joopardise the Conferences Well, that might ocut
both mays. They would have to report to thelr people and ses what could
be dones

Mre CRUECH«-J M2 sald that if they could make gpome general contribution
along the lines sug e¢sted, then some of the difficulties would be lessened,
If they could assoeiate themselvas in sore sort of statement « he did not
mean %o suzgest that they had not already made  tatements azainst terrorimm.
(Mre Croech=Joncs here read a fow gontences from a draft statement which was

later circulated = copy attached %o this mnote).

My, LCCE'R sald that it woild net de right for them to expross
opinion about the text which lad been prepared. They expressasd the will of
the Jowish reovle. Il ¥ o were to issue a statement prepared by the Coverne
mont it would be regarded as a bargain, and would not help them with thelr
commitys They would continue %o sombat terrorisa in their own way, and he
asked them to leave 1t to them. FHe falt hurt that t ey had been given the
text of a gtatements It was the first time that had happened in theliyr rela=
tionship. fle aske! them to accept it from them that they would fight against
terrorimm. £ the: were e -acospt this fHormulation, IF would become kmewm
sud would o'y de haravw

Sir GEZORCE GATER gald that they ‘“al tried faithfully to repeat what the
other side had said with regard to the staementy they had left out the re-
ference to co~operation ete, e himselfl felt hurt that the thing had been
misundergtood.

Mre LOCEER said that he cerlalinly had no intention of hurting anyome,
but he begged thom to leave ¢t is question to “hom.

[Kt this stage, as previcusly advised, Drs Welismann loft
the moe'tin;

Hre CRUECHJONES gaid that he folt thero would be same wirtue in the
Jews' paying something of the sort so as to resolve the difficultys He had
his eye on the Conferences

Mro, KAVLAN gaid that if v, Sherte wore to be osked whether a statement
should be made so that he could be relensed, he felt sure that the reply
would be in the neyatives, Terrorisn wes becomi ng more dangerous than ever
%o them, and they would see in Palegti-e what could be dones If a state=
ment would help, then they would consider it.

Juw.
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¥Mre LOCK™R gaid shat they might have to add something to the statement.
After all, there was a background, But thegy would comtinue to combat terror.
They should release the leaders as quickly as possible, and they (the J.A.)
would independently do all they could, Some of the lsadcrs now detained would
have & great deal te do with combating terroricme

Mre CRVECH-JOVER gald that they aprrociated that on suoh questidns one
could not bargaine They also appreclated ir, locker's request for a gesture
from the Government. But thorce were difficulties in the way of the GCovormment
doing thate Host of them doaired to see these people released and restored
to normal life, but 1t would help very much if & further demonstration on the
part of the Acency wore forthecominge It was not j st a simple peoblem Le-
tween them amd the Jwigh fgencye If the Covernment were to aet as they sug
gestod, then anything t'e Agency was [oiny %o say, and any contribution they
were ping to make, should come as early as possible.

Mr. SACTTT gaid that he anroed that 't wna not a bargain, but it was alse
They wer2 not asking for the roleases.

not a pesture,
Mr. CRFMH-JOIS gaid e appreeiated that, but one of the difficulties was
the 4 tention, and thoy wanted to male go-opsration posgidble.

re SATTTR gadd ('at If there wmpg to Lo a Confor.nce, it must be between
4 partics. So long og seme of %99 »ecple were dotained, one of the parties
was not & party tut a Mumpe Cne of the condi%ions surely was that the Agenoy

ghould be there as an entity and rot as a fraction. The problem was not one
for them byt for VG

gaid that these mestings had teen oalled for the purpose
of lessening tensiomns They knew that the releases would help. "hat was the
marroser problem, and was not ¢ reerned with the Conferences It was a questiom
of raising friecdly feelings and co-o eratiom, and .f the Jowish Agency could
contridbite o that, other t-ing: wou.ld alsc happen.

Mre CRIUFCHJC TS

Mre EAPLAT gald he had ome or two questions to asks

(1) Did 1t mean that 8o lons as the Jowish A oney and the Natiomal Ine
stit.tlong did nct rake a sta‘ement, the peosle would ne$ bYe releaged?

(11) What 213 thoy mean by "some™ of the detainees?

AT gaid that by "leaders” they had meant to cover al} the
0

8y GEXME
leaders, ani ncot only menmberg of Ve Yreoutive of the Jowlsh Agencye.

corge, the rcleases would be sul‘eet to reoview,

¥r, KAPLAYy Does that mean that "2 melease of lre. Shertok and Mre Bene
Curiom would be subject to revicw?

8ir GFORCE GA™MR gaild that they would be quiekly dealt with,
tion was to relcase all the loadnrs.

Mre CR ECH-JUU'S gaid that he ought to make it olear that there was me
/decision

The intene
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deoision to relosse the lealerge If the GCoveroment were to make
contribution Yo %that problem it would Le easier if the mind of the Jewiash
Agensy could hHe made clears

Mre SACETH sald that it would not be easy for ifr, Kaplan at the
meating of the Aotions "ommittens

My, CRUECH-JONES sald t'at he had gaid enough to show what wae in
the Government's mind, but he could not give them a categorical reply.

¥ro SACTER gaid (hat they had indicated tiat whatever the Government
did 1%t was their intention %o take action against terrorism. It was they
(the Cu0s) who had indicated why there ghould be a tire~limit.

Yo CRARCI=JUTTS gald that the other gide had btrought in the question
of time by pointin, oul the urgemcy. They, for their part, would act as
qilckly as posslble,

Sir GRORCT CATIR sald that the Covernment had declared what they intended
to do, but tie had only a hazy notlon of what the other gide meant %o doe

Fre TAVLAN gald that ' oy lald meatloned yegterday what they wented teo
do, and wat t'e, cold nct dos hey wonld act not only for the pake of
law and order « becauge the concopt of law and order was constantly ohanging
- but they woull act Ja TU'e Iinter:ate of the Jowish people, and he would
like to say t'al there was g pgreat deal of cogmon gZrowud.

re CR "CH-JOTTE sald that 1t had been said that certain leadors of the
Jowish eommunlity had not dissoelatod themselves from terrorimm, and that some
had sven gondoned it. Jewlsh leaders had attended the funsrals of terrorists
and as a consequenca thors wus a tendency to make heroes «f theme Such an
attit de was =ot Telpful, and he thoushif “Tat it should receive scme atiene
tion while they were comnsidering their line of actions

Ere LOCY T gald that he vas glad that that 'ad been mentionede That was
probably why one of t e leaders was 2ow in Latrun. Had he been inm Palestine,
he also woull have attended that fu eral - not as a mark of respect to young
Weitg, but as a mark of sympathy for his fathers No conclusi ns ghould have
boen drawn from such an incident. It was wrong, and had they been asked
about it, they would have Leen able Yo explain it.

Mre CRTECH=JOVES gaid that as a result of these talks, he kuww now what
was im their minds, and hoped L at they mew what was in hise le looked
forward to the noxt weeks securing better times in Valestine. e thought
ghey s“ould agree oa a statesent for the press.

Kr., RAPLAY gald t at the, wers gratolul for the facilities granted Se
them % come %o Londom. He must, however, say that he was going back with
& oertaln asount of diseouragement. It was n:-t only the problem of immigrae
Siony they had wauted Uo kaow what were the iuntentions of the Covermmen$s

/They




seeboe

They had been told %o core to the Comference. He did not know what would
result from the Conferences “hem they had asked about immigration, and

had again boen %old to ceme to the Uonfereneces Ho thought he owght © draw
attention to the fact that they were deeling with a very delicate problem,
and with a densitive people wiho were ready to fight for their freedom.

¥re CRECH=JOLS gaid that they should not be too discouraged.

¥r. LOCKER said that the Inner Zienist ouncil would meet on Wednseday,
wiile en Thursday there would be elections in Falestine for the Zionist
Tongrosse If the Government could make some gesture before that, it would
ease the situations It was not a bargaine BHut people leuoked gt actions,
not words., Whatever ¢he Government might desire to do they should do it

quickly .

Ere CRAECH=JLULE gald he would ask them to do the same.

Mr., SACHET thanked Nre (reech-Jones azd the other renresentatives of
the Covermment for the full and co.uriecus hearing givem to the Agenecy's

representatives.

A short eommunkeue for the press was them aprroved,

i e Rl Ll L ]

London,
20,104




DRAFT PREPARED BY
COLOVIAL OFFICE
18,1046,

Declaration by the Jewish Agenoy

The Fxecutive of the Jewish Agency for Palestine, in conjunction
with the NMatiomal Institutions of the Yishuw, call upon the Yishuv to
dissociate themselves by every oracticable means from the acts of vio-
lence, murder, and sabotage committed in the name of Zionism. It must
be recognised that terrorist activitles have brought death and suffer-
ing %o innocent members of all communities in Palestine, and engender
an a‘mosph=re of hate and bitterness which precludes any agreed solution
of the Palestine problem.

The Executive and the ‘aad Leumi, therefore, declare that it
is the duty of all membergof the Yis uv %o show their abhorrence and oon-
demnation of these criminal acts by the complete cessation of all inter-
course with members of terrorist organisations. No terrorist ghould re-
ceive food, funds, shelter or assistance of any kind whatsoever from any
law abiding momber of the community. It must be made clear beyond any
doubt that the deeds of violenoce which “ave shattered the peace of Pal=-
estine in the past bring dishonowr on the ideals of Zionism and can no

longer be tolerated.




Minutes of a Meeting held on Monday, 5th May, 1947, at 77 Great Russell Street,

Present:

Mr, B, locker,

Mr, S, 2. SM
Prof, S. Brodetsky
Kr. :o Iointcn

Mr, A. Eban

llr. Jo Hodess

Mr. L. Bakstansky
Mr, S. Rowson

(1) Professor Brodetsky congratulated Mr, Locker on his sixtieth birthday on
behalf of himself and all members of the staff,

(2) REPORTS

¥Mr, Iocker reported that he had had a telephone conversation last night
with Dr, Goldmann who had expressed the opinion that there was a possibility
that they would be invited to appear before the Political Committee of the
United Nations Assemdbly, which in fact was the Assembly itself under another
name, Regarding the attitude of the U,S, Govermment, Dr, Goldmamn referred to
his previous report on this subject, The American Government was afraild of
establishing a precedent which might be used on behalf of the World Federation
of Trade Unions and that might be a reason why the Russian representative was
supporting their request, Mr. Eban's presence was required in America for a
few weeks in order to assiet in the preparation of the Memorandum which could
be delivered early im June, Dr., Goldmann thought that it was doubtful if the
Actions Committee meeting could take place in New York but that it would
probably take place in Paris or Jerusalem,

My, Eban reported on his visits to France, Belgium, Holland and Luxemw
bourg., After referring to Dr. Goldmann's report of the conversation at the
Quai df*Orsay he contimued that in Paris the view of the French delegate to the
Special Assembly (M. Boussanger) was that if there was to be a general debate
in the Assembly, Justice demanded Jewish representation, but it would be better
to strive that there should be no debate at all at this session which had no
authority to discuss any matters of substance. In discussions on French policy
towards the Arabg, several French diplomats had expressed anxiety over the penme=
tration of the Arad League into North Africa and Morocco and indéed it was to
counter that pressure that M, Auriol had undertaken his Jjourney to French North -
Africa., Quail d'0Orsay representatives explained that French policy was clear =
namely to oppose the Arad League's attempt to detach North Afrieca from Fragce
gpd they inquired if it would be possible for the Jewish community in Algeria
to assist along these lines, Mr, ¥ban explained that such a policy gave ground
for common action with them dut that it required free access for their representa~
tives to reath Algeria, The French view was that behind the efforts of the -
Arab League in North Africa stood the British Government, Mr, Eban also saw _
the Lebanese friends of Emil Bdde who thought that with the impending elections
in the Lebanon the time was ripe for Edde to return to power, He had learned
that Dr, Goldmann had made a favourable impression on M, Bomot with the modera-
tion of his demands, His general impression was that there was a possibility
of more constructive political work in France in view of the element of anxiety
about Aradb expansion, Mr, Bevin®s letter on the question of illegal Immigras
tion had cansed some disapproval and the Gavernment appeared to have decided
to do no more than to send a formal answer, The press had given publicity to
the execution of Dov Gruner without @ing into the political aspects of the :
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matter, but stressing the element of "Resistance".

In Belgium the loeal Zionist circles had few contacts with the Government,
Details of Mr, Eban's talks were contained in a separate memorandum, M, Spaak
examined the problem in great detail and appeared displeased with the Arab tac-
tics at U.Ni0e Instrunctions had been sent to the Belgium delegate to avoid an
extended debate. ¥, Spaak's view was that the Jewish procedural demands were
reasonable but that they should strive to limit the Agenda of the Assembly to
the setting up of a Commission, He pointed out that Mr. Trygve Liefs invocation
of the precedent of the World Federation of Trade Unions was not a parallel one,
Tarning to the substance of the issue he asked what were their views as to the
future of Palestine, MNr, Eban explained that there were two trends of thought,
one leading to independence, which implied partition, and the other looking for
a contimuation of the Mandate system but with free immigration ete., Mr, Spaak,
speaking personally, thought that the former was more likely to be successful
at U,N,0, which did not like Trusteeship in gemeral bdbut which favoured the idea
of independence and the establishment of small states, This latter in particu-
lar was attractive to the small states themselves.

In conclusion M, Spaak said that without going inte the moral aspects of
terrorism, he wished to make it clear that its presence was making it difficult
for Buropean soclalists to help the Jewish cause because it meant that sup-
porting the Jewish cause implied support of a revolt against England, Mr. Eban
had also had a talk with M, Camillo Huysmass who had evinced a very robust
Zionist sympathy,

Finally he had made contact with two members of the Belgian Parliament,
M., Buget and Senator Motz, who were ready to invite Parliamentary friends to
hear the Jewish point of view, although not to undertake any actual organisation
of responsibility, A meeting had been suggested for May 20th. It was agreed
that Professor Brodetsky would address this meeting and try and arrange for
either Mr, Crossman or Mr, Foot to Join in sponsoring it,

Mr, Eban continued that there was no office of the Jewish Agency in
Belgium, except a small immigration office and there were certain dangers of

this office undertaking political work, The Executive would have to decide the
exact limits of its authority.

said that Dr. Sneh was coming to London next week and the
matter could be discussed then,

Contiming, Mr, Eban saild that M, Spask had asked for written material

and sald he would be prepared to consider the pwoblem in greater detail before
September,

In Holland, the situation was the opposite to that im Belgium, as the
Dutch Zionists have close contact with their Govermment, and, in fact, had al-
ready submitted a memorandum based on documents received from New York, Never-
theless he had seen the Foreign Minister for a ceremonial talk and had then
seen Professor Francoi, Head of the Dutch Foreign Office U.N.0, Department,
Prof. Francols said that his instructions would be that their delegation must
oppose the Arab demand for an extended Agenda, Although the Dutch were very
interested in England's policy, they had consideration of international law
and were concerned to see that the law was not broken, He pointed out that the
members of the Permenent Mandates Committee had been elected ad personam and
not as official representatives of their governments, and asked what would be
their reaction to similar appointments to the U.N, Commission, EHe also asked
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for a memorandum dealing particularly with the legal aspects of the situation
and suggested that their representatives in New York should maintain contact
with the Dutch representatives,

Mr. Eban had also spoken to the Prime Minister end the Foreign Ministers
of Imxembourg, M. Dujong and M, Beck, who were not opposed to the idea of the
establishment of small State, In genmeral, their foreign policy was close to that
of Belgium, They asked for our procedural demands in writing, which Mr, Eban
was arranging.

The meeting terminated




Dr. Emamuel Neumamn
521 Fifth Avemue
New York, New York

iy dear Emamuels

I am sending you herewith the minutes of the meetings
which were held at the Colonial Office begimning Jan-
wary 29, 1547, FPlease return them to me as soon as
you are through with them,

Tt is most interesting to read them against the baclk-
ground of the events of the last two years, and it is
interesting to note how time and again owr good friends
buckled under and gave way.

With all good wishes, I remain

Most cordially yours,

ABBA HILLEL SILVER
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The Jewish Agency for Palestine

MEMORANDUM August 5, 1947

American Section of the Executive

Arthur Lourie

1 am enclosing herewith copy of "Short Mimutes of Interview
at the Colonial Office, July 24, 1947."




SHORT MINUTES OF INTERVIEW AT THE COLONIAL OFFICE, JULY 24th, 1947, at 4 p.m.

PRESENT: Mr, Ivor Thomas Professor S, Brodetsky
Mr, Trafford Smith Mr, Shragai
Mr. Rowson

e ol sl e e o afe ook e ofe ok o e ok ok o kol o

B » after apologising for asking for the interview étrsuch
short notice, said that the reason why they had come a third time was as follows:
On Monday, he had asked for information, and had been disappointed not to see the
Colonial Secretary., From Mr, Martin he had received the impression that the Govern-
ment had some idea as to the future of these refugees. From the statement made in
the House of Commons, however, he had received a different impression, and for that
reason he had asked for a second interview with Mr, Martin yesterday, At that inter-
view, he had made it clear that the Jewish Agency thought that the ships should be
returned to Haifa, They did not accept the view that the British Government were
entitled to introduce legislation about the immigration in defiance of the Mandate,
and for that reason they felt that these people, having fought their way to Palestine,
should not be given the worst possible punishment, which was implied in sending them
back to Europe. That was the reason for asking for their return to Haifa, The re-
ply had been that the Authorities were acting in accordance with the law.

Dr. Brodetsky then said, at the end of the interview, that sending them back
to Europe was infinitely worse than even the policy of Cyprus, which the Jewish
Agency did not accept, In Cyprus at least there was some hope.

Now he had received some further information which he felt it his duty to bring
to the notice of the Secretary of State, He had learnt that the French Government
would only allow to land those who left the ships voluntarily, He was therefore
asking the Government if they proposed to use force against those who refused to leave
the ships? To do so in the territorial waters of a friendly power would be an act
against the international practice, He thought it necessary to place this before the
Minister., The situation was one of some difficulty; he was not given to making wild
statements, but thought that an international scandal might arise, The British wire-
less bad highly recommended the step which His Majesty's Government had taken as a way
of stopping illegal immigration, He doubted if it would do that; but it had certairly
produced another situation which, in turn, might give rise to other difficulties which

the British Goverrment might not have foreseen, He would be glad to have any infor-
mation,

Mr, Ivor Thomas said that the matter had had the closest attention of Mr,
Creech~Jones, and also of the Foreign Secretgry and the Government as a whole, He
could not say anything fubther about the general question of immigration, except that
he could not accept the premises of the Jewish Agency, The British Government had
carried out the Mandate and had created a National Home for the Jewlish people in
Palestine. They could not neglect Article 22 of the Covenant of the League of
Nations, which was a part of the Mandgte (sicl!). The problem could be solved if it
were treated solely as a humanitarian one, but it wae bound up with the whole ques~
tion of a Jewish State, The Zionist Organisation ought to think itself fortunate
that the policy of returning illegal immigrants to the country from which they came
had not been carried out before, That would have been the proper thing to have done,

but it was not done for other masons. Now the situation had become urgent; there was
limited accommodation in Cyprus.
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W said that the Jeve had not chosen Gy-prus. Palestine was
‘their land.,

Mr, Ivor Thomas said that in a sense it was true that Palestine was the Jewish
land, ‘But the Arabs were taking a different view, and that created a fundamental
conflict with which the British had to deal, The Cyprus policy was an inducement to
illegal immigration, They could do nothing ®lse but return 1llegal immigrants to
the countries from which they came, Under international law nothing else would be.
legal, Once in French territorial wgters, the people would 'become the responsibility
of the French Government.

th said that the Colombia story could be killed, and that the
people would be kept in France,

Professor Brodedsgky sald that to be specific, the problem was the gap between
the ships and the shore in French territorial waters, What would happen to those who
refused to land?

Mr, Shragai pointed out that although these people were being returned to France
they were not French citigzens, and the Govermment's legal argument had no basis, They
had left through France in order to save their lives, but France was not their place of
origin, He asked why it was necessary to send them gso far away from Palestine, if it
were necessary to send them away from Palestine at all?

Mr, Ivor Thomas said that accommodation in Cyprus was practically full, and the
policy of Cyprus encouraged the traffic.

Professor Brodetsly asked whether they were going to use force inside French
territorial waters?

replied in the negative; their responsibility would end inside
French territorial waters,

W asked what would happen if the pusengers refused to leave
the ship? : :

Mr, Trafford Smith said that the complicated legal questions were being
studied by the legal experts of the Foreign Office, from whom no final decision had
yet been received,

wm pointed out that this policy might have very serious 1nter-
national consequences,

Mr, Iyor Thomas said that to admit these people to Palestine would also have
serious international ‘Consequences,

gm&%g&m said that the Arab opposition hed been delibera.tely eneouraeed
by the whole of vernment's policy in the last 30 years, But the position of
l‘rance and in l'unoe nind entirely different questions of internmational law, .

‘ mi uid that it was clear that the French would accept thoee
who were villing to land. i % oAb £k '

understood that there was some opposition in many l'ronch
circles to the whole procedure adopted by the Fremch Government, He felt that he must
put this side directly to those who made policy. . The Government's latest step was
punitive to the individuals concerned, and to the Jews generally, but it also raised
~desues of an entirely different character, The Jewish Agency was an international

Jevish body, and the latest developments 1ntroducod conplica.tionl vhich might dtoet




hundreds of thousands of Jews,

) M - agreed that the tragedy had a long history. The British Govern~
ment wanted to help to solve it, and believed it could do so if it were treated as a
humanitarian problem, But it was Zionist aspirations which gave rise to trouble, and
confliect with the XArabs, :

Professor Brodetsky said he was not there to discuss Zionist aims, except to say
that Zionism wanted to reverse the historic process of dispersion, which always led to
anti-Semitism,

Ivor Tho said that the same provess which led to anti-Semitism was now
taking place in Palestine, There was no anti-Semitism in Great Britain; and he thought
that other countries would be the same as Great Britain,

Profegsor Brodetsky pointed out that unfortunately this was not so in fact,
Mr, Bevinfq dispersion policy had no Justification., The British Government must not
say that “ionism was creating the problem.

Mr, Ivor Thomas thought that the Arabs of Palestine would be more kindly disposed
towards Jewish immigration if not for the fear of a Zionist State.

Professor Brodetsky said that if the Jews remained a minority in Palestine, then
the whole problem would remain,

Mr, Ivor Thomag said that that was precisely what the Arabs feared.
Professor Brodetsky said that that was not what he had come to discuss.

Mr, Shragai said that there was no other country opening its doors to these Jews,
who had to save themgelves. They should not be punished like this merely for political

reasons; no~one wanted them; Cyprus itself was a severe punishment, but at least it
left them some hope.

Mr, Ivot Thomas said that Cyprus had its own problems,

Erofegsor Brodetsky again reminded him that the Jews had not chosen Cyprus, but
Palestine, and that the problem had to be solved.

Mp, Ivor Thomas explaimed that thisg ﬁs"tﬁé reason why the British Government had
referred the question to UND, .He should have thought that this was the worst possible
time to conduct illegal immigration, Those responsible for it might have refrained.

Erofegsor Brodetsky said that as the British Government had stopped carrying out
its obligations under the Mandate, he could not feel much oppesition to the volicy of

illegal immigration, 2

Mr, Ivor Thomas said that’ the Mandate did not provide for unlimited Jewish immi-
gration, H.M, Government had given the closest attention to the problem, and thought

that the Jewish organisations were very wrong in encouraging such a reprehensible policy
when the matter was in the hands of UNO,

Exofegsor Brodetgky said thet during the war when Great Britain was in danger,
Britons had done many similarly "responsible things". The Jews were now in the same
danger, He sincerely hoped that there would be no attempt to use force on the ships,
There was still time for & change, There had already been evil effects in Palestine,
He therefore asked them to turn the ships round and send them back to Palestine, or at

least to Cyprus, He hopcd. nothing would happen now to create new complications,
The meeting terminated at 4,30 p.m. . London, 25.7.47
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