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!he Executive 

M. S. Oomay 

June 6, 1947 

Interview, vith Dominion Representative, Washington 

le Zeal,AZid. 

In the absence from Washington of the New Zee.1.and Minister. Ca;rl 
:Berendson, I had a forty-five minute talk with the First Secretary of 
the Bew Zealand Legation, Mr. J. S. Reid, who attended the Special 
Session with the Minister. I found that he had whole-heartedly ac­
cepted the British attitude on all aspects of the Palestine question, 
and was therefore strongl7 anti-Zionist. He argued, for instance 
that the trouble 1n Palestine would not be settled unless nouteide 
interference" was stopped. Asked what he meant by this, he said it 
referred to the interference by the Jews elsewhere, partia11le.rly in 
America, vho gave the Pe.lestine Jevs unlimited financiel em. pol1ticaJ. backing. 
Aa regards immigration, he did not consider that Palestine should have 
to shoulder an7 greater reaponaibilit7 towards the DP 1a in lhrope than 
any other country-, :particularly- the United States. The present illegal 
immigration wa.s inexcusable, as it was trying to force the issue 
by violence. Asked what he would do if he vere a DP, sitting in a 
camp 1n Europe, he retorted that it was the duty of the DP 1s to await 
the outcome of the UNO handling of the matter, and that he hoped that 
the result would be to open the doors of other countries to them, ea-
pec1elly the U.S. He did not believe that for the most pert they would really 
want to go to Palestine if they were offered other alternatives. Asked 
what view he hsd formed as to a possible final solution, he felt that 
a strong central goverment should be maintained. It thia didn't work, 
partition might be considered, but even then immigration into the Jewish 
area should be limited, other,·rise this area would become oTercrowded 
and the Arab fears that the Jews would spread from there into Arab 
territory might become a realit7. 

At the Special Session he felt that both the Jews and Arabs had been 
moderate and ressona.ble, except that Ben-Qurion had been a little extreme 
on his attack on the Mufti and had provoked. the Arabs. Be approved of 
the attitude taken by- Sir Alexander Cadogan. He saw no reason why Bri­
tain should hold the baby- if UNO did not back her policy. I asked 
what would happen if !rite.in ref'u.aed to carry out a UliO policy? Be 
shrugged hia shoulders and replied that if UNO disagreed with l3r1ta1n, 
it vould ha.Te to devise some machine~ for running Palestine. New 
Zeal.and had been :presaed to go on to the Commiasion of Inquiry, but 
had refused because they didn I t have the personnel. Be would proba.bl7. 
have been the representative. (I advanced counter ar~ets but did not 
feel that I had shaken his attitude very much.) 



At the September session he thought that either Peter Fraser or Walter 
Bash 10uld come over to mro. Judging from Reid, the lfew Zealand Legation is 
completely under the ww,v of the British l!mbassy. 'Whether this applies to 
Berenclaon as well, I cannot s~. Re is away on vacation a.nd due back Friday 
night or Saturday morning, and I have a provisional appointment with him 
for Saturday. 

south Africa 

I e~ent a half hour with Mr. H. T. Andrews, the South African Minister. 
He told m~ that General Smuts had instructed him to support the Jewish .Agency 
as much as he could, and he outlined for me his part during the Special Ses­
sion to show -~hat he had carried out these instructions. He referred particu­
larly to the question of hearing the Agency before the full General Assembly, 
a.nd to the terms of reference of the Commission. I then asked him the fol­
lowing questions: 

1. Q, - What impression did he think the Agency spokesman had made? 

A - He said the impression w~ excellent and generally he thought 
we had reason to congratulate ourselves on the showing we had 
made 1n connection with the Special Session and the results. 

2. ~ - Had the British tried to get the support of the Dominions 
during the session? 

A - There was considerable informal discussi n with Cadogan and 
with the Eli.ti.ah Ambassador, but the British were careful, 
in deal.ing with the Do~inions, not to create the impression 
that they were putilng them. As a rule, the British Ambas­
sador met with the Domipion representatives about once a 
week for discussions of policy. (I gathered at the E'ew 
Zealand legation too that the heads of the Dominion's 
legations usually met at the 13r1 tish Embassy on Saturiq 
mornings to maintain contact with each other.) Yor 9o% 
of the time the Do~·~nion' s views would roughly coincide with 
those of lh-itain, but where, on particular issues, a:iq Dominion 
had a special interest or a different point of view, the 
British would not ineist on unanimity. In this case, he. 
Andrews, told Cadogan of the instruction he had received 
from South Afr1ca9 and explained that this would influence 
his attitude during the session. Cadogan had accepted this, 
and had aaaured. him that he quite understood his position. 

J. ~ - What did he feel about the actual Commission! 

~ As fa:r a.she could judge, the various governments represented 
on the Oommisaion vere on the whole sympathetic towards us. 
We must not overllok, however, that the members might react 
as 1nd1Tiduals and not as spokesmen of their •govermaent. 
!his wa.s the understanding when the Commission was appointed. 
It was true that many of them were diplomatic officials, but 



Canada, for instance, had appointed a Judge ever whom the7 
have no political control. Asked whether he knew ~thing 
about the Indian and Iranian members, he se.id that he a.seuaed 
they would be sympathetic to the Arab csae, but the Persian 
ve.e a man for whom he had high regard. lie had been a friend 
of his for some timea.nd he foUDd him moderate and intelligent. 

4. Q. - What did he feel about the position taken by Csdoga.n.? 

A - It had made a good impression, and he himself felt that it 
was fair. When asked what he thought might happen if !ritain 
was in fact faced with a. UNO decision unpalla.table to her, he 
evaded answering. 

5. Q - Oould he throw any light on the United States attitude? 
• 

A - Like most outside people, he felt that the~ S. had sat 
too long on the sidelines giving advice to everybody else, 
and he was pleased tbc.t Washington had now been dragged 
into the matter too far for them to extricate themselves again. 
(I can vouch for it that this Hgh17 critical attitude towards the 
U.S. role regarding Pale tine is common to all opinion inside 
the ~ritieh Commonwealth.) Be avoided a question from me as to 
what factors constituted the present dilemma in the State Department. 
Be doubted whether Washington had yet crystal.lized its views, and 
felt that they would refrain from showing their ham until the 

· session is September. 

6. ~ - What prospect was there for crystall izing Dominion opinion 
for the September Session. 

A - In connect-ion with this, I gave him an indication of the views 
held by Dr. Evatt and Peter haser, and pointed out that these 
more or less coincided with those of General Smuts. He a.aid 
it would be of great interest to &nu.ts to know this, and he 
asked me whether I could also give him a reliable indication 
of the views of Mciensey Xing. I replied that as far as I 
know the Canadians would hold similar views,but I could not 
state this at first halld." I asked whether it would be pos­
silrle for the Dominions to coordinate their policy. He was 
non-commi tt&l, but said that he assumed there would be an 
interchange of views between the Commonwealth representatives 
tor the purpoae of the September 1eas1on. !he ~ritish would 
no doubt, take the initiative in having such a prior discuaeion. 
!hie would be an opP9rtunity for ventilatiDg ,the views of the 
Dominions within the family circle, so to 1peak, before the 
public diec:useions star.tad. I ga'1lered trom his manner that 
he .was reluctant to Tisualize the Dominions interchanging 
vleva emongat themselves behind the backs of the !ritien. 
In leaT1ng, t aen,toiled the ·fact that we hail an office here, 
a.ml that Xl:iahb. Epstein would be llappy to ha.Te a chat vi th 
hill or supply hiil w1 th information. a.t a:ny time. He referred 
the chats he laad already had with Shertok and Gelber. 



I 

\ 

-4-

Australia 

I spent an hour with Col. Alfred Sterling, the Australian Minister. 
1'he tslk, however, dealt v~r7 little with Palestine as he explained t hat he 
was not directl7 concerned either with it or with UNO generally. Ailstrali 
had set up Tirtuslly a seperate Depm-tment to handle UJIO affairs in New York, 
which had been run b7 Ha.sluek until he had resigned. Col. Hodgaon, the 
Minister in Paris had then been broupt oTer for the Special Session. Jor 
all practical -purposes, the Emba.ss7 staff in Washi ngton "as ahort-circuited, 
except that the Jmbe.asedor, Mr. Makin had a general over-a.11 reaponeibility. 
After a little general di1eusaion on Palestine and the Middle East, the rest 
of the te.lk co-rered :Australia-South African relations and Commonwealth af­
fairs generally. Ineidentall7, he said that katralia1 s external outlook.a 
were dominated. by Pacific and Jar Ea.stern affairs and that it was not 
sufficiently concerned with the Middle Ze.st even to appoint a diplomatic 
representatiTe there, although there va.1 & trade representative in Ankara 
who coTered the whole regic,A. I he.Te been unable as yet to see the 
Ambassador who has been snowed under, plll"ticularly with the ler la.stern 
commiseion, but Sterling is trying to arrange an appointment for me for 
Saturiq. 



To: i'he Execut 1Ye 
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The Jewish Agency for Palestine 

MEMORANDUM 
June 11, 1947 

SubJeott Auetra.11an Repreeentat1••• 
Pa1at1e, Ogp•tttee . 

On llonday evening, I waa aaked to a amall party to say tare­
well to Hood, the Austra.11.an representative on the C0D111ttee and waa 
1ntroduoed to hie alternate, Saiauel Atyeo, who had just returned tro■ 
aerv 1ng on tbs Balkans C011111aa ion. He 1a a young man, seems intelli­
gent, but rather eelt-op1n1onated and proteases to be a keen Soc1aJ.1et. 
I gathered that he bad been a personal assistant to Dr. Eyatt tor 1111n1 
years. He bad had a consultation the prn1oua eYen1ng with Dr. hatt 
by long distance telephone, during wh1oh he bad been g1ven a general 
1nd1oat1on ot hatt•a v1ewe and bad been instructed to atudy and report 
back to EYatt on certain apec1t1o points. 

Since other people were present, I could not interrogate h1II 
any further, but we arranged to meet again tor further d1souaslon in 
Palestine. 

Aa regards the att1 tude of the Auatral1a.na on the Coua1as1on, 
I gathered troa Atyeo that they had been 1natruote4 bJ Evatt, in the earlier 
stages at any rate, to be aa non-oo•1ttal as possible ~nd to avo1d 
being labeled a■ pro-oranti-Br1tiah, Arab or Z1on1at. He waa a little 
Y-.gt.te when I aaked whether. th1a att1,ude could be maintained at a later 
atage, when the Committee would have to decide whether 1t could uke 
any poait1Ye rec01111endationa. Preauaably at th11 stage, the iuatral.1ana 
would ■eek a treah d1reot1•e tro■ Dr. EYatt and ay feeling 1a that 
Dr. Evatt would then consider the aatter taot1oally 1D the light ot 
the role that he hiaaelt aight play at the Special Seae1on. 

Both Auatral1ane were Yery .keen to aeet Dr. We1&11&nn, especially 
ainoe Freda X1rohva7 had spoken to theJI about hill tbat aaae afternoon. 
I proa1aed to take th• down to Beblvl"ayaelt tor an informal ott­
the-reoord tali w1 th Dr. Weimann. 

In d1eouas1ng the Coa111aa1on, Atyeo 1a1d that oeruin aelll)er• 
were alrea4' regarded aa partiaanf tor 1utance the Ic41an and the 
Peralan •• apok••en tor the .f.raba and the Uragua.11&11 an4 tbe Iugo­
alaYa •• pro-Z1on1at. Be aa1d that 1 t wae th11 k1D4 ot label vh1oh 
the Auatrl1au were am.1oua to &To1d acquirlng. Be hiated that any 
k.1nd or ob-f1oua lobbying bJ' either. Jevilh or~. uab ott1c1a11 woul4 not 
be welcoae4. · 

I aaked vbat tbey were clo1ng about expert■ and was told tbat 
the Canacllan Judge Ran4 11a4 put up two naae■ troa lnglan4~ Be 414 
not naae naaea, but I gathered that one wa1 oonneote4 with 0xtor4 
and the other with Oaabr1qe. I hac1 a auploion tbal the•• 1ugg•► 
t1ona bad reallJ eND&te4 troli e,C)fr abd that the Ca•41aa a1gbt be 
willing to be uaetul to the 'Br1 t1Jll (tb1a 11 olllr •.l"-f'• .•J thll 
stage - I auggeat that•• ahoald 1,e a 11ttle •rr a., r: ra., • ov 



4 ., ... 

approaohes to the Candiana). I auggeate4 Proteaaor Paul Ranna and 
aketoh•4 in hie background. They made a note ot 1t and promised to 
put 1t up. I also suggeeted •• independent witne•••• ot the highest 
standing the naaea ot· a.neral Kolaraey (on the DP 1e) Proteaaor 
Coupland, Prot_eaaor Bap~4 and Baron Von ~&beok. il1 th••• · auggeationa 
were note4. They nre put up by ■e after consultation with Kr. 
Art bur Lourie. 

There wae eoae 41eouas1on ot' the Buaaian attitude, especially 
1n relation to Grollyko' • apeech at th• Special Seae1on. ETeryon• 
present was aure tl!lat there wae eo■e a1n1ater ■ot1Te neh1n4 the 

-Buea1aa etatement, and that 1te appearanoe ot bona tide• abould not 
• be taken at 1 ta taoe Y&lue. I •~•4 tbat thia apeeoh bad really 

tao111tated a eolution, particularly with Vaah1ngton. !hie argwaeot 
aade ■011e 11ipreea1on, but I found •1•elt up e.gainat .a strong e■ot1on­
al' b1ae aa regar41 tile B.ueaiau - ~rt1oularly in the oaae ot 
Atyao, aa a ~••ult ot hie •~er1enoea 1n Oreeoe and YugoelaT1&,-<o the 
extent tbat we can intluenoe tu Oo_.slon when 1ta Y1ewa or,atall.1ze, 

-We should be Yer-, hea1tant 1n encouraging either ot the two 80T1at 
eatell1t•• on the Coa1aa1on to take the 1n1t1at1•• ·1n our taYor. 
So■e obJeot1on, although a leaaer one, ■1ght apply, to a Lat1n..-er1oan 
country like Uraguay which h&a oome to be regarded as pro-Z1on1at 
at the outset. Probably the a.oat uaetul 1a1t1al apQnaorah1p tor 
a Jev1ah State would co• troa a coUDtry auoh aa Swedea or Boll.and • 

.la I ■ant1one4, Atyeo prot••••• to be a Soo1&11at. Be ad-
. ■1rea Croaaaan and Michael Foot- aad know• tne latter peraonally. 

It aboul.4 be oons1deN4 whethe.r aoae contaot ooul4 be ■ade w1 th h1■ 
by either Croaaru.n or Foot-, 1n a way which would not appear to be 
1nap1re4 by ua. Na7be it would be natural tor root,, with whoa Atyeo 
beoa■e tr1endly at San Pranc1aoo -to wrlte to hill when he bean 
lltat he la on th1• Palestine aaa!~ent. • I baTe, ■eant1■e, gotten 
Atreo readiilg Croa.-.n'a an4 CNII • book and 41aouaee4 thell wlth hla. 

■ao/laa 
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PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENT OF' ISRAEL 

Of"F'ICE Of" THE 

ACTING REPRESENTATIVE 

TO THE UNITED NATIONS 

CONFIDENTIAL 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
105th St. & Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

June ,30, 1948 

16 E. 66 St. 
NEW YORK , N. Y. 

As I indicated to you on the telephone this morning, the gist of the 
Mediator's suggestions is the creation of a union of two states, a Jewish 
and an Arab ( including Trans-Jordan). A common Council is to be set up 
to administer matters which fall within the scope of the union, i.e., 
matters which were the province, of the Joint Economic Board under the 
partition plan, plus coordination of foreign policy and defense. Jerusalem 
is to go to the Arab State with some municipal autonomy for its Jewish 
residents. Tb.ere is to be some interchange of territory as between the 
Negev and Galilee, but these territorial suggestions are not clear. 

In a covering letter the Mediator stresses that these are purely 
tentative suggestions as a basis for discuss ion, and that any results 
from such discussion mu.st be based on voluntary acceptance and not on e:n:y 
imposition. He furthermore begs the Government not to reject them out­
right without giving him an opportunity of personal discussion with 
them either at Rhodes or in Tel Aviv. He also urges them not to make any­
thing public until they have co0nnm1.cated their first reactions to him. 
The Government is meeting today, but Shertok has already indicated the 
obvious -- that the seheme is ma.de in Britain. In fact, you will recall 
the notes of a talk that Eban and I had some weeks ago with Beeley, where 
the main points in these proposals were pretty accurately foreshadowed. 
Nevertheless, we do not feel that it would be advisable for us to react 
publicly here except on instructions from Tel Aviv. I told my colleagues 
that this was your view too, 

Unfortunately, I cannot mail you copies of the code cables received, 
as this is contrary to the requirements of security. 

I attach a copy of the cable sent you by Rabbi Fishman about assis­
tance for the Yishivot, and a copy of my cable to Hoofien. 

I have spoken to Eban about an Executive meeting in Pittsburgh on 
Sunday, bu.t as it is difficult for him to get there before Monday, I am 
calling you again about it. 

Kindest regards, 
Yours sincerely, 

MSC:lm ~o~~ 
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o,,.,cE o, THE 
Jy I hP'[tlEPRESENTATlVE 
TO THE UNITED NATIONS 

i,~~ .. 
~Tn n',tz,,:,~r, 

PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENT OF ISRAEL 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
105th St. & Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

July 9, 1948 

I have your letter with the inquiry from 
Arthur Szyk about Peter Bergson. Our informa­
tion is that he is alive and in good spirits, 
and is comfortably housed, although the exact 
spot has been kept secret for security reasons. 

You will notice that an Isr&eli Court in Tel 
Aviv has just granted a ha.beous corpus order 
against the Government in respect of his deten­
tion. 

Yours sincerely, 

MSC:lm Michaels. Comay 

16 E. 66 St. 
NEW YORK. N . Y. 
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