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Ma~ 141 1948 

STATEMENT :SY DR. .A!l3A HILLEL SILVER ________ ......, _____________ _,:;.,.;.;....;__..... __ __,...._ 

.... ON ....... !' __ RO....,.C ___ L~T.--I;;.;;;;O ..... N ..... O ..... F--"JE_.....,WI ......... SI .... I STATE 

The decision has been taken. The Jewish people ha.Te kopt their appointment 
,.Ji.th history. The Je,,rish State, the dream of twenty centuries of homeless 
wandering, is today a reality. 

Summoned into existence by the urge?Jt need of the Je,,,ish people, the Jewish 
State has been fashioned b7 that people 1o creativeness, built by its labor and 
sacrifice, defended and made sec\lre by its blood. 

It was logical that the expi rat:J.on of tho M,:'l.ndate in P~estine would be 
followed by the fulfillment of the Mrtndt,te's high J'.I\U"J)ose, the transfo:rmation 
of the Jewish Ue.tiona.l Homeland i11to a. tovore\i;;n Jewish State. It was equitable 
that the two peoples living in Palestine should ea.ch be affoltlErl the opportunity 
to achieve indcpend.ence and self-deteminat ion. Lo.~ic and equit:, dictated ihe 
decision of the United Nations, 

l3ut it remained for the Je ;s t l1err~sel ves to implement that decision. t·lhen 
the United Nations, put to a critical test of its efficacy and authority, fal
tered and ca1,i tulated to the conn:;el of convenience and the intimidn.tion of 
lawlessness, the Jews were ab~ned to their o\'m fate. It was for them -- and 
them alone - to decid.e their f~tiu·e. History ha.s taught that freedom is never 
bestowed. It must be won. It has been won. 

T:Te Jews ~.rho live in America have been fated to witness the darkest end 
the brightest moments in Jevi!h history. But a few years ago, we t-1ere helpless 
spectators of . an unrestrained m~dness which brou~t agony and death to our 
people. An enfeebled \•. orld, its conscience blunted by compromise, w.as seized 
with paralysis and pennitted H:ttler to destroy 6,0C0,000 Jews -- one,.third of 
our people. Our pleas and protests ,-,ere in vain. Nothing was left to us but 
to hope that there might a.rise from this frightfulness a. new Jewish people, 
secure in the exercise of i t1 own national will, saf~ on 1 ts Olm national soil. 

Today, we may give thnnks that ':1e have been spa.i·ed to witness the realizDID 
tion of that hope. In the expression of our gratitude, we muet be conscious 
that ,,,e stand but at the beginning. There is much to be done -- mu~ that we 
must do. 

The Jewish State must translate Je,-,ish prec13pt into action. The prophetic 
teachings must come alive in a progressive democracy whose example ,dll shine 
throughout the ttorld. • 

,. 
The people that has been a minority eve·rY\·rhere tn the WOJ;"ld for twenty 

centuries, that ha.s suffered the disabilities of minority status, now ha.s an 
opportunity to demonstrate that discrimination is a scourBe that must and can 
be stamped out. The Arab m1nori ty in. ~e Jewish State will be granted complete 
equality of opportunity, 

It was in ancient Israel that the sages preached the Golden Rule. The 
Je\dsh State must practice it. It 1;.rl.ll be a good ne~ . .;ibor. It ,..,111 work witb 
the surrounding Arab States to ndvPnce the interests of ell. Gr~111ted peace, it 
will strive earnestly to secura i tf1 



, 
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The people that has roclaimed o. barren land and has made the desert bloom 
like a rose will build a state which ,.,111 seek abundance for all its peol)le. 
It will not create monopolistic wealth by artificial restrictions on C8.J?acity 
and productivity. It will raise the standards of all its people. 

The people that has been the victim of every aggression ond the target of 
every tyrant will make itself secure. It will need weapons to defen.d 1 tself. 
l3ut its strongest weapon will be that which achieved its triumph in the hours 
of its creation, its undefeated SJ>irlt, the love of its land and the trill to 
die, if needs be, in its o,-m defensec 

!Ibe people of the Book, restored to it~ native land, will build a. state 
that trill be the instruoent of its cultural rena3cence. On its own soil once 
again, Jewish culture ,-,ill rise anet·r. Her£', as in ancient ·days, the Je,-rish 
people will be free to meke its fullest contribution to civilization~ 

linerging into statehood a.s a consequence of enlightened action by the world 
community, the Je1:,ish :people will seek to strengthen that communityn in its 
relations with other stn~eo, the Jewish State will be guided alw8Ys by the 
interests of the United Nations. It will seek admission to that body end in 
its deliberations it will record its jud.gment as a free and independent state, 
orientated always to the United Ik.tions and to the United Ne.tions alone. 

l'!i th fidelity to the Charter of the United llfations. the Je,-,i sh State will 
strive for world peace and cooperation •. 

/ . 
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THE NEW YORK TIMES, SATURDAY, MAY 15, 1948. 
I 

Proclamation of the New Jewish State 
'l'EL AVIV, Palestine, May 1, 

( AP )-Following is the te~t of the 
Declaration of Independence of the 
Jewi8h state: 

The land of Israel was the birth
place of the Jewish People. 

Here their spiritual, religious 
and national identity was formed. 
Here they achieved independence 
and created a culture of national 
and universal significance. Here 
they wrote and gave the Bible to 
the world. 

Exiled from Palestine, the 
Jewish people remained faithful 
to it in all the countries of their 
dispersion, never ceasing to pray 
and hope for their return and 
restoration of their national free
dom. 

Impelled by this historic asso
ciation, Jews strove throughout 
the centuries to go back to the 
land of their fathers and regain 
statehood. In recent decades they 
returned in their masses. They 
reclaimed a wilderness, revived 
their language, built cities and 
villages and established a vigor
ous and ever growing community, 
with its own economic and cul
tural life. They sought peace, 
yet were ever prepared to defend 
themselves. They brought bless
ings of progress to all inhabitants 
of the country. 

In the year 1897 the First Zion
ist Congress, inspired by Theo
dor Herzl's vision of a Jewish 
state, proclaimed the right of the 
Jewish people to a national re
vival in their own country. 

BaHour Declaration Cited 
This right was acknowledged 

by the Balfour Declaration of 
Nev. 2, 1917, and reaffirmed by 
the Mandate of the League of 
Nations, which gave explicit in
ternational recognition to the hi1-
toric connection of the J ewiah 
people with Palestine and their 
right to reconstitute their na
tional home. 

The Nazi holocaust which en
gulfed millions of Jews in Europe 
proved anew the urgency of the 
re-.eatabliahment of the Jewish 
atate, which would aolve the 
problem of Jewish homelessness 
by opening the gates to all Jews 
and lifting the Jewi2'h people to 

equality In the family of nations. 
Survivors of the European ca

tastrophe, as well as Jews from 
other lands, claiming their right 
to a life of dignity, freedom and 
labor, and undeterred by hazards, 
hardships and obstacles, have 
tried unceasingly to enter Pal
estine. 

In the second World War, the 
.Jewish people in Palestine made 
a full contribution in the strug
gle of freedom - loving nations 
against the Nazi evil. The sacri
fices of their Boldiers and efforts 
of their workers gained them 
title to rank with the people who 
founded the United Nations. On 
Nov. 29, 1947, the General Assem
bly of the United Nations adopted 
a resolution for re-establishment 
of an independent Jewish state 
in Palestine and called upon in
habitants of the country to take 
such steps as may be necessary 
on their part to put the plan into 
effect. 

This recognition by the United 
Nations of the right of the Jew
ish people to establish their 
independent state may not be 
revoked. It is, moreover, the self
evident right of the Jewish peo
ple to be a nation, u all other 
nations, in its own sovereign 
state. 

Accordingly we, the members of 
the National Council, represent
ing the Jewish people in Pales
tine and the Zionist movement of 
the world, met together in sol
emn assembly by virtue of the 
natural and historic right of 
Jewish people and of resolution 
of the General Assembly of the 
United Nations, hereby proclaim 
the establishment of the Jewish 
state in Palestine, to be called 
Israel. 

We hereby declare that as from 
the termination of the mandate 
at midnight this night of the 14th 
to 15th of May, 1948, and until 
the setting up of duly elected 
bodies of the state In accordance 
with a Constitution to be drawn 
up by a Constituent Assembly not 
later than the first day of Octo
ber, 1948, the present National 
Council ehall act aa the Provi
sional State Council and lta ex-

ecutlve organ, the National 4d
ministration, shall constitute the 
Provisional Government of the 
State of Israel. 

Equallty to All Promised 
The State of Israel will promote 

the development of the country 
for the benefit of all its inhabi
tants; will be based on precepts 
of liberty, justice and peace 
taught by the Hebrew prophets; 
will uphold the full social and 
political equality of all Its citi
zens without distinction of race, 
creed or sex; will guarantee full 
freedom of conscience, worship, 
education and culture; will 11afe
guard the sanctity and inviola- ' 
bility of shrines and holy places 
of all religions; and will dedicate 
itself to the principles of the 
Charter of the United Nations. 

The State of Israel will be ready 
to cooperate with the organs and 
representatives of the United Na
tions in the implementations of 
the resolution of Nov. 29, 1947, 
and will take steps to..bring about 
an economic union over the whole 
of Palestine. 

We appeal to the United Na
tions to assist the .J ewiah people 
in the building of it.ta state and to 
admit Israel into the family of 
nations. 

In the midst of wanton aggres
sion we call upon the Arab in
habitants of the State of Israel to 
return to the ways of peace and 
play their part in the develop
ment of the state, with full and 
equal citizenship and due repre
sentation in all its bodies and 
jnstitutions, provisional or per
manent. 

We offer peace and amity to all 
neighborhing states and their peo
ples, and invite them to cooperate 
with the independent Jewish na
tion for the common good of all. 
The State of Israel is ready to 
contribute its full share to the 
peaceful progress and reconstitu
tion of the Middle East. 

Our call goes out to the Jewish 
people all over the world to rally 
to our aide in the task of immi
gration and development and to 
stand by us In the great struggle 
for the fulfilment of the dream 
of generations-the redemption of 
Israel. 



Go !.e.st 66th Street 
New York 21, N.Y. 

May 19, 1948 
J'Ol nEL:E.ASE: 2: 00 P. M., Uednesclay, May 19 

A t..s 

Ee tablishment of specif,) 1 mail service to the StP.te of Is re.el vie. chartered 

plane w~s announced toa.M.y by Gottlieb HPmmer on behalf of Pe.lestine Er.iergency 

Deliveries, Inc., 60 F2st 66 Street. 

Until norrnnl n=-,il deli verJ to IerP.el :;ets unr.er wny, the newly-formed. 

corpoj;':--tion ,-,111 ~1rovicl.e r.iail service to t~1e ne,,, stnte 1.1.t the sender's risk. 

Ar!"Pn:;e~nts hr•.ve been m;,c.e ,-.'1th tr.e Pos tr.1?.ster General of the Sta.te oi Israel, 

,-,ho ,.,111 ~cce:_Jt t}1is :-ril for delivery. 

To oe r,cce:.,tr,,ble fo1 .. e.eli ver;· b:· P:DI, r:,ail MUst be prepc<:.red as follows: 

l. Ser-.lec1. letters el( resf:ec. to i::r.i vic".un.ls reciti ·1c in the Str-'.te of 

IsrP.el s:1oulr. bet>.r ?m1. h~.ve ~ffixe~. tr..e req_uisite United ~tE'.tes postPie 

( t,.·,enty-fi ve cents :)er h~lf ounce or fr~.ction thereof). 

frr.ction thereof to cover t:1e cost of r .. r-.ndlin . .:; rru.st be paic. in coin or postal 

money orcl.er. 

3. The seE1.led letters e.nd the service charge must be enclooed in another 

envelope ~.nd e.c1.c!.ressed. to Pf'.lestine Emergency Deliveries, Inc., 60 East 66 

Street, lfo1.•1 York 21, .. : . Y. 

Cfl.neellP.tion of the me.il will be rne.c.e in the PEDI offices and the letters 

will be sent to the centre.I IsrB.eli post office in Tel Aviv by chP.rtered planer 

!-i?.11 ~c.f' r~ssed to a.rea~ 01:1:-ts!de of Isrr.el ~nc'. -)~.reels will not 'be accepted. 

':':1e corporation ,-ms set up ri.s g, rer.ul t of tr.e 11eec1. for r,e.11 service. Air 

•-.;,il service to P0.l0stine ,-,e.s inte::-ru)tec1. on Ha~· 1 a fe,.-1 wee~:s cfter other 

tine '::rr·c'.in.: Cor:9or~.tion, , .•. ,~o is presic".ent; Dr. Siclne:t r~.r!:~, of t:1e Zionist 

Or .. ~.ni z~.tion of A.':lerice., vice :gr es1cl.ent; I:iss Snrr-..h 3e~1rnc.n, secret"ley of the 

Pnlestire ]ounc~Ption ~cl, secret~.ry; Rnc. GottlieJ Ral'!l!ler, comptroller of the 

!ie,-, Yor::: oifice of tl1e Je'"rish A:';enc:" for Fa.lee tine, tree.surer. 



21.at ·May 1948 
ftHS 
Fill 

It la ezaotl7 ou wu alnc• the hltlah troop• vlUulrev froa Jeruaal•• 
!he altuatlea 1• the oit1 ataoe ,hat tl■• baa bMn adequately 4eacrlbed. ln a 
11leport oa Jeru•al•1 witt• b1 va1,er J,tu. The purpo•• of th1• doc,uaea.t la 
to place oa record tor referac• all atteapta which vere -4.e with a view to a 
c••• fire or truce la the c1t7 ot Jeruaalem, or &DJ' part of it, ad ,he reaaona 
tor the varlou.a f&llur,a. 

On J'r14at aornlnc, ~ 14th, the liritiah left Jeruaalu. Siaultaneoa.al.J' 
Jeva bep.n to take over all Jewiah-owed propert7 in the ao..called. aeourity soa••• 
Th-,e were principally the Generali building, the Angl.o..J>aleatlne !ank building. 
the Poat Office, etc., in what 1• known aa 1:Bevingrad.1 , and Jewiah property ln 
Zone J, rtcht dovn to David Bu.lldinc which foraerl1 houaad. the Pu.blic Information 
Office. 

With the wlthdrawl of th• Britiah, he&TJ firing broke out all over the 
c1t7, when the Arabi attempted. to ree1at or interfere with Jewa taking OYer their 
propert7. It ahould be noted that 1n m&D1' ca•••• i.e., in the ca•• of 1:BeTingrad.11 

local private arrugeaenta wre mad.• with !rltillh commuder• ·. in ord.er to take OTer 
the property intact before the Arab• had a chance of 4eatro7ina them. At the 
ea.a• time 011r fore•• entered Sheikh Jarrah. Jy acr•e■ent reached at a meeting 
attencled by General McMillan, GOO Troopa in Palestine. and Col. C.R.W. 1'or11&11 on 
th• oae band, and Mr.•· Ia.plan and MaJor V.C. Herzog on the other, the Jewa were 
to receiTe prior warning of the ti•• of the Erit11h withdraw.l from tbat di•trict, 
•o that the7 could re-take the building• from which the7 bacl -b••n driven earlier 
in th• veek by the Britiah, and thu• ensure the aafety of the road leading to 
Mt. Scopia. However, 1a spite of la.at 111.nute reminder•. the British did not aep 
their word and our troop• were obliged to enter Sheikh .Tarrah by force. 

On the morning of J'ridq, the 14th, Walter ll¥tan and Ba.1• Jer-.n vt.aitecl 
the J'renoh Consu.late to di•au•• with the Consular~• Oo.raiaaion a ceaa►flre 
with a view to an ulti•t• truce. It waa d.ecidecl that both aide• ahou.ld accredit 
a 11a1aon officer to the Truce Comm1aa1on to n-.cotiate on wbateTer term• would be 
propoaed. I waa instructed to prooeecl forthwith to th• lrenoh Oonau.l&t• ana to 
reain there uat11 further notice. At the lallle time a letter vaa a4clr•••ecl to the 
Cbairaa of the Truce Co•iaaiou agreeing to a ceaae,;.fire for Jeruaalem •o aa to 
giTe that CoJ1D11aa1on an opportunity to puraue their negotiationa, a.ad 4eclar1nc 
that araecl Jewiah fore•• had. been ord•recl not to attack. or moTe tnto ~ areaa in 
Jeruaalem inhabited by Arabs aa long aa ve vere no\ aubJeo\ed to attack froa "1Ch 
areas. A copy of thia letter 1• attached herewith (Appendix A). 

BJ approval with the c"•ander ot the Haganah in Jerusalem, Walter -.rs 
and Hai• Berau agreed to a ceaae-f'ire at 111.d-4.&J on MaQ- 14th. ftd.a •• ob
aerved by the Jew1ah fore•• but the Arab• 414 not obaene it, claiminc the7 cou.14 
not get order, to their troopa in tille. The time for the ceaae-fir• vaa then 
extended to 13.30 houra • .Again the Jewiah force• coqlle4. 

At l).JO houra, in accordance VS.th inatru.ctiou I ha4 received, I aet out 
for the Jruch Connlate. Going iato Julian•• Va.7 trom Vauchop• Street, aa 
American car preceded ain• and w wr• both aubJectecl to he&TJ fire froa .lra'b 
poait1ou. the Merica car•• hit, craahing aza4. a ... ber of the Conaular Staff 
w.a ~"w•1T·veaa1.e1. OU' oar aanace4 to reach th• Coan.late • .u .. uterecl. 
the huch Consular ooap~-.. were apia fired at u4 our driver aa W011&clecl 
in the head. It aoon became obrtou.a that the .t.raba ha4 once again ,aot eut ft' 

inatruo\iona for a ceaae-tlre, or wr• unable to 4o ao becau.ae of the leo•• chain 
of coaand that existed vi.thin their ramca. 

'11• Oonnl Gaeral ·r•o•1Tecl •• col4l.7 aa4 I_. Worlle4 .. , OU' r-i,re
••ntat1Tea bad. 4ellberaleq 4eoetve4 th.ea beoau•• the, uv leant that Jewa were 
a4nnclng iato Zoa•• J Md. O. I po1nte4 out that our repreaentatlvea had. in the 
tlrat place aot 41acu••• thia •tter with the fruce 0-l••loa at lhe pz-enou 
•••ting to which the7 referrecl., an4 that 1D &1J7 ca•• there had beea ao latall•• 
of conalclerlnc the takfac onr ot Jevt.ah property b7 Jeva u a •tter tor 

• > 
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diacuaion. Th• hou••• iato which th• Jeva wre enter1nc, 1nclu41mc the ceaval 
bu114ing• in IIJmJICh,4 • were 'Jevlah property and thla could not be cal.let ~ 
vanclng in a aillta17 1en••• e.a la each ca•• the bn1141np ha4 been baAde4 baok 
to their rightful owaer• by the military h1r1nc• authority. 1'h• French Qon1ul 
w.a 41aaatiafie4 aa4 kept oa repeating that ve ba4 cleoe1Te4 him. lie then 
ma lauachei into a tirau aca1u, \he Jeviah jgeno, u4 aal4 th&\ thq o-. 
alure4 1, a Ureot .lanlt lo tu S.nrltT o.aac11 \7 tu Jevlah Apaq ,_, 
aou of '11• Jewlah 1..._.•, .... 17 Nr. ha Clarloa, Nr. S.bertek or Jira • .,_ •• , 
ha.4 ·•••n flt to co•• to Jeruaal.u to speak to them la tba last 4eclaive week 
before th• terld.natlon of the Mandate. Be there and then, in great fm7, 
proc••4•4 to 41'atl a tel-craa to the Securl t7 Council 1a thla •en•• u.cl a1 
he va• about to hand it to the clerk tor 4eapatch, hla Jeviah radio operator 
wae wouau4 in the arm, ahot by Araba troa the CiW..l. Since then the J'renoh 
Oonaulat••• ra41o atation ha.a been out of action. 

At th1a poiat aver~ hea~ fuaill.&4• of aho\a hi, th• rooa in which we 
were aitt1n& and the officer in charge of the hen.ch Quarcl.1 announced. that 
the ahota had been clireoted at th• Conau.late by Arab• fro• tha Old Oit7. !he 
reau.lt of thla Tel'7 hea.YJ" attack wa1 to cau•• ua to evaoaate the ConllU.l 
General'• rooa tor aater kt le11 4iplt1e4 quarter• and to illprn• hl• temper 
towards u general.1,7. It ahou.ld be pointed out here that the one ■an who 
throu«hout backed me up and did hi1 beat to wuleratand our caae 'Aa Ooloael Lun.4. 

At 15.30 hour• attempt• were mad.• to get ia tau.ch once ap.1a with th• 
.lraba, both dlrectlJ by phoning Dr. I11&t Tami.Ota.a, and. a J'rt.ar •11e in th• 
Old. City, the lrench Co1aaul General'• contact with the J.raba. Repeated re
qu.eeta were mad.• for the Arab• to ••nd a lialaon officer imllecliatel7 but the7 
claiud. the7 could not lea.Te because of Jeviah aaip1Jac. I phoaed. the 1laganah 
who acr•ecl once again to a o••• fire for 1neral hour• beginniac at 17.00 
hour■• Thia-■ tran•m1tte4 to the Arabs who acr••ci to comply u4 to take 
adT&ntac• of the lull to ••d a liaiaon officer to the Conaulate. 

J.t 17.00 hour• esactl1 ·the Jewish fore•• stopped tiring throughout the 
cit7 and maintained thia c••--f1re practically throqhou.t the nlcht. The Arab• 
were then aaked to •en.4 their representatiTe and malntalae4 the whole time th&\ 
the7 wre being sniped at 'b7 Jewa. J.t ·thla point the l'rench l'riar ranc up to 
aq that a mortar ahell fired. by .Tewa had laa4e4 in hi• 1chool near the Bev . 
Gate. All over the city one could hear ahell• landing (deapit• the oea1►fire) 
and the lrench Coaaul once aca,in launched into a tirade again.at the Jewa, 
became extremely excited and reaiped from the Coamiaaion. I at oace phoned 
up a nuaber of place• in the cit7 and. obtained a liat of the poiDta where auch 
•helle had fallen. I took out a •P and marked the 1hell hi.ti oa it u4 by 
aiaple llili1iary calC\llation provecl. to the Oomi111on. that the ahell•, including 
the one which bad. hit, the Jriar 1a achool, ••t haTe b"a fired b7 th• Arabi 
from De1r Abu Tor. Col. Lua4 confir■-4 that..,. calculatioae were correct and 
took thia to the Jrach Ooaml General, who then returned to the meeting and 
becaa• eztremel.J' eloquut·u.d rude on th• aubJect of th• .lrabsl There•• 
enclence, hownr, fro■ all the D111lerou• telephone cODTeraatiou ta.kine place 
that the Arabi •••med to be villbc to talk peace, although our people ha4 \he 
lapreaaioa the vhol• ti■• that th.,- were plating for time in orter to brlnc 
up r ... lafero..,..,a. 

Whea the Arabi were auecl ~ 1ibq ti&••• ...... firing at 17.00 hova, 
·the7 replied that they had coae to uother arrang•eAt with II. De h,aler of 
the llet Oro•• ~eh-■ to cOJ111eno• at 18.00 hour•. fli11 upaet the cal.Cl11.&tlou 

, of the Coai1alon who by now were aoM'4lat oontu.aed. The Oolllliaaloa th.tfua4.er-
1toocl troa the :Arab• tbat 'h•7 preferred. the :le4 Oroa1 oea ... rue to that of the 
Con8\llar !&uo• Ooul1aloa beoaue the teraa of the former ••IIIN4 to be ■ore 
favorable to the .lra'ba. A great deal of con.tualoa aroae wt of th1• u4 fer 
the tiral t1M clurlrac the - Kr • .bcan.\e toek part la the di1cuaalea to 
prot••t at the fact \hat \he Jlel Oro•• wr• O&iTJ'bc on idep-'at necot~ 
tioaa. It appear• that tl1e Jevl1h authorltl••• too, were •o•wiat pilt7 of 
tald.q part ia clual aegotlatlou without proper coor41Datloa. Iba.a, wn I · 
rang •P to cheok the 11017 that the .An.bi had. pa••• to the Ooaa11a1on tha, 
Jewa wre lreating vlth the b4 Oro••• 'th• Bacuah C.-cl•r Woraecl •• ,i., 
h1• lutruotloaa wr• aot to tr~t wi\h the W. Or- but ozu.t with the bo• 
0011111111•. ·~• iatonatloa -aa •tlafle4 ,th• Oollldaaloa, bat I -■ plaoel . 
la an u•r••l.J' avnar4 alwatlon ••• half u. hour later o,ur Jeviah r,pre-



aentatiYea phoAed the Jelg1an CoJLaul General, Cbairman of the Coad1aion, aa4 
1Acl1cate4 the7 were necotlating i!l4-paclatl7 with thelled Oro1a a.a well. 

» the night wore Oil ud u the shooting contiaued an4 the number of 
w~4•4 in the Conaul&te grew, it becaae evident that no uaetul purpo•• oould 'be 
aened in atqiag on .. the .Arab• wre not prepared to ••nd. their llaiaon offloer. 
Col. Lund and I deoidecl to 1aalce a break tet 1,1 ud we were Joiaed. by \he 
!alcian Corurul General, t• Jeva who had b••n wounded, the U.B. Staff con1lat-
ing of Mr. Ascarat• and Mr. McCabe and a muaber of othera. Mter a rather 
excitlnc trip we unac-4 ultl•tel7 to reach utet7. I took the Jelglan Conaul 
General back to hia Conaulate in Talbieh. On the W1' we were atoppe4 bf a 
platoon of Jeviah troop• moving up into poaltiona. When they heard the Belgian. 
OoDeul vaa Chairman of the fruce Co•laalon, the Platoon Cornroan4er waa eztremel.7 
1ad1gnant about the ceaae-fire which they had atrictly obaerTe4 under Arab fire, 
and u a re.ult had loat a DU11ber of un. The boyta obvioua alDoere 1DC11gnat1oa 
and undiplo•t1c approach cr•tl7 lmpreaaed the ~lglan. Aa I aa.14 good night 
to h1a h• held me back and a.eked me whJ' we were conalderlng the lle4 Cro1a plan at 
all. He oOQ.ld tell ■e prlYatel.1' that both .lsl&lll Paaha and Abdullah had. a.geed to 
th• Couular '!'rue• Coa1aa1on1e propoaala. I expressed 8Ul'priae that the Truce 
Co•iaalon bad not aeen fit to convey thia to our representative• before now arid 
I UD4eratand that ne;Et morning when the lielgian apoke to lierman about the ea.me 
thing the latter alao expreeaed eurpri••• eapeclall7 in view of .the fact that 
he baa been in conatant touch v1 th the :Belgian Conaul, both before u4 durinc 
the presat negotiation•. 

On Saturday, Ma.7 15th, Col. LUDd aet the Baganah Cn-nder of Jeruaalem and 
it•• agreed that another a,tuapt would be made to haTe a ceaae-"fir• beginning 
that evening at 19.00 hours, provided neither fore•• adTanced after that time; 
that truce negotiation.a would be ooapleted wS.thin 48 hour• of the begiu1ag of the 
ceaae-f1re, and that at leaat two houra 1 notlc• would be given 1a ad-nmc• of the 
comencemut of the oeaae-fire. At the 8&11le time aellbera of the kecut1v• of 
the Jewiah Agency in Jerusalem met to diaouas the question and they aakel for 
an interview wS.th repreaentat1ves ot the Truce Comm1aa1on that afternoon. 'Dda 
•• graDted for 16.00 houra. The keoutive, accompanied by Dr. Leo ~hn, ut 
certain members of the Commi11ion and diacuaaed the whole proble• VS.th them for 
aeveral houra. The result of their d1aouaa1oaa •• acr•--nt on th• text of a 
draft !ruce .Agreement, copy of which ia attached (J.ppend1x i). lo repl7 •• 
reoe1ved from the Araba by 19.00 hour• about a ceaae-f1re. Col. Lua4 •• la 
con•tant touch with laclel :Be7, the Iraqi Co-cl•r 1n Jeruaalem, who •e-•cl to 
acr•• b pr1ac1ple to the ceue-f1re. Be atated, however, that he bad to refer 
the whole •tter to Amean and that he expected a repl7 that night by 22.00 houra. 
At 22.00 hour• Col. LUJld. ._. informed by J'ad.el Bey- that ling Abdullah u.d varloua 
Chief• of Staf.f wre tt111 iD conference on the au.b.ject ud that therefor• ao 
reply would be forthcoatng until the nut daJ'• At 10.00 hour• the next day Col. 
Iml4 reoe1Te4 no co1111W1icatlon as promiaed, and d.14 h1a beat to conta(::t laclel Bey 
who, throughout the morn1Jll, vaa not available. Col. Lund. interpreted th1• 
rightly aa the .vab ~ of a&Jing no to an offer a of c-.a ... fire. In fact, fro• 
our own intelligence aourc•• it •• perfeotly ciear th&t the Arab• were not • 
intereated in a oeaa .. tire agreement and tbat the7 regarded the 1lecl Cro1a and 
the u.•. Oo..S.aa1oa aa au1aancea and inatrumenta to be used. only for their o-. 
pa.rpo•••• 

On Mon.d.q, the 1 ?th _. • 8her1 nghee phaa.e4 from the lrtttah Couula•• u4 

aaked whether we had anJ' ■eana of getting the -b•r• of the fru.ce Oollll1aa1oa 
to Balta by plane with a Tiev to their ulti•telJ gotng on to "'9u. I pro■lae4 
a reply and aent a que17 to Tel l.viT, but meanwhile we learnt that arruc ... 
menta ba4 been made for a Red Croa1.oar to take £&carat• an4 the Jelc1an Oonaul 
to .6MaD, IJ'tan and. -.,aelf 11111.chet with Ool. Lund who va.a to haTe gone to 
Amman aa wll, but cl.id D.ot, an4 he ex:preaae4 the opinion that McCabe, the 
Ad.ld.nlatratlve 0ftlcer ••nt out to Paleat1n• bf the tJI ¥1th Aaoarate, wa a 
lrltiah jgent vho •• cauaing ua a lot of troo.bl•• 

t'hat .... afternoon J>r. I,. Kohn who ha4 beea luchiDc vllh Jfa.rtl, heat 

ot the • .,_ Oro••• attU1pte4 to petat •• bow the •.a Oro11 w.e aol pertor■tac 
ita proper faotloaa u4 acacllac la polltloa am De •ep1er. lie tried. to 
1ar1nc Cel, Lucl aa41. Martt '•c•ther 10 ,_, th• le4 Or••• au '11• !:nto• 
Oollldaaloa cou14 oooJerate. loth wre utreaelr wlllbc to oarey th11 oa., lN.t 
nothbc ult1Mteq clnelopell fro■ '1da. 



., 

Ia the ._,1. th• Jelclan Couul had telephoAe4 to 1&7 that he ua4er1toocl 
that the .Arabe ha4 lauche4 a hea~ attack on the Jevilh quarter• in the 014 Clt7. 
He•• Ter7 appreheu1Te of the re1ult1 of auch ea attack and. feared a vholel&le 
ma1eacre. He bege4 ua to cet in touch vlth hia at t~e earlleat po1elble op. 

. portuait7 if we thoucht. there •• auoh danger ao that the Truce 0oai1elOA could 
take what 1tepa the7 aight be able to aTert a calaal t7 . 

/ On Tu.eadq aorntac, the 18th~. the Araba lmUlchecl their lozig a•lted 
V.ttack in the 014 01 t7. Balf w:, throqh the morning the Araaian latriarch ranc 

to aq. that the aiaba ha4 blo• open the cloora of hi• Patriarchate and aeTeral 
1core1 of tha were firlnc at the Jeviah quarter• fro■ there. Be aouacled. Tery 
aci tated an4 implored ua no, to retaliate acainat hl• buildings as he •• 4o1nc 
all that w.a h'>ND\y po11lble to get the .Araba to leaTe hla place. In thla co._ 
naction he alao phoned t~• fruce Oollll1111on and. mmeroua other religioua bod1ea 
within the 014 Cit7. Ve telephoned a formal proteet to Mr. Mcarate againet the 
breach of the ~e-nt reachel with the fruateelhlp OoWlcil some weeks aco on 
the au.bJect of a ceaae-fire for the 014 Cit7 which had been meticuloual7 ob
aerTed by our people. Later Mr. Alcarate phoned. to 881" that he bad aublldttecl 
th1e protest in the etronce•t poaalble ~• but the aOIUld of the hea~ f1r1D£ 
and the increaainc nuaber of exploaione testified to the ineffective result of 
hie proteat • 

.ill dq the newa from the Old Cit7 •• bad and there va1 oon1tut 4.aDcer 
of our garrlaon being overvhel.JDed by sheer auperiorit7 of muabera and fire-power. 
Unofficial u4 11M11rect approache1 were made by private bod1e1 in the citJ, 
e1peciall7 b7 rel1gioua group• who were lntereeted to lcnow what the tera• of 
aurrender woulcl be for the Jeviah popilatlcm 1n the Old Cit7, their prl•• vor'r7 
being to avert a -•acre. 

On badaJ: ffeniJll \he llelclan Con.aw. and Mr. Ascarate returned fro• APPD&D 
b7 '81" ot Jericho and entered the Old Cit7. fhe7 apparently apent the night at 
or near the Arab HQ, a• · their telephonic oonTeraationa nr• extremely guarded. The 
!elgiu CODIUl had howTer phoned through at 22.30 hour• an4 conTe7ecl the follow
ing terms of aurrender for the 014 Cit7. !he mediator had been the lather 
Ouatodlan of the Bol.7 Place, (Cu.atoa Terru Saaotu). 

(1) .ill men between the -CH of 15 aD4 55, a, well as the 1lightl.7 
wowide4, were to be taken priaoner1 of ,-r. 

(2) .ill wo••~• bo7a under 15 • men oTer SS and the 1eTerel7 wounded, 
were to be efte'U&ted ~om the Old City by the Bed Cro••• 

(3) All "2-•• to be ban4ed over to the .b-aba. 

(4) .ill aacred place• to be pu.t under the cu.atodJ' of the Latin 
fatrlarcbate or the Moala Supr••• Coullcll, or both. 

• (5) 

(6) 

(?) 

.ill peraona who eurrenclerec1 would be required., betore leaTiDc the 
014 01\7, tog~ lato their hou.aea to en•ur• they were not mlnecl. 

' . 
the ~b• required the 1lgnature1 of the Jmah .Acenq, the 
•r.n•"• ·'• IZL ud. the Sten Clroa» to \he ■urra4er _ ter ... 

The peraona to be remOTed. from the 014 C1t7 b7 the Bed. Croaa 
would not be releaaed to the Jewa utll Arab pr1aonera taken 
in Jeruaalem ha4 been re1 ... ec1. 

fh••• ,eraa were turned 4ow and the Belgian Ccmaul w.a 1DforaN there 
w.a no intentlen of nrr•4•riq in \he 014 01t,. 



ht night the hlmach ,_,,a11on "lraports1■1 -.cl• their hlatoric attack 
on Kt. Zion and c!rove into the 014 0it7, etfectinc a ooa.1u,nct1on with the be

"x:l ... recl p.rriaon in114e the Jev1ah Quarter. (It will be to our everlaatinc 
/ ll11cre4.1 t that th1• hiatoric and gallant actloa •• not properly reported. to the. 

world 1n ti•• becau•• of the 1naclequ.te arrangement■ which we bad mad.a to ••4 
ator1ea of the battle out of Jeruaalem, due pr1aar117 to lack of cooperation on 
the part ot our 1eaurlt7 forcea.) Meanwhile all alght Jera.aal•• •• being 
hea.Til7 ehelled br Arab artlll•Z7 from outalde the clt7. 

lext d&J' the Coa&Ader of the Bag&D&h conaulted with aeabera of the 
Political Department an4 aa.14 thay!.n Tiev ot the fact that 0\1r aituation •• now 
lmproTed, he thouaht it ■ight be poa11ble to renew negotiation■ for a ceaae-f1re 
in the 014 0tt7, a• he bad no deaire to continue the a,taok. We bad al■o by 
now eatabliahed contact with our force• there an4 conld ••cur• the Jewiah . 
quarter an4 therefore it ■1ght be prop1t1oua to d1aau11 the •tter. A letter 
va• conveyed to the Truce 0o•i1aion b7 Dr. L. l:ohn, Walter _.tan and H. Berman. 
Cop7 of thia letter ia attached (Appendix C). 

){ . Meanwhile the J.rab Legion had entered Jeruaalem awl the IZL garr11on at 
Sheikh Jarrah and the Police School 1111 Mt. Scoplla ha4 withdrawn, two coluu■ 
of armour approaching from the north and from the eaat. • 

Later, the iritlah Consul, in a converaation on the telephone, told ua 
that Legion armour vaa parked near the Coneulate at DaN1cu1 Gate and aake4 u1 
to reapect the immunity of h11 ConlUlate. The ahelling during the night u4 dq 
fro■ Legion batter1•• intenalfied and direct hlta were ■cored on mmer-. 
hoapltala, con.aulate1, piblic 1n1titutlon1, etc. Dvlnc Ille clq w lea.rat fro• 
the !ru.ce 0o11Dl1asion who had endeaT011red to get in touch with the Legioa Tia the 
Brttiah 0oDaulate that there•• no proapect of achlerlnc a o••e fire 1a the 014 
City and it •• hinted ver-r broadly that the »l'ltlah ha4 a larp part in thia. 
That Conaul had at all event, not aho• Ter, mch 4ea1re to do aDl'th1nc effective 
in thia connection. That night the ■helling•• atill aore lntenae aacl the 
Bada1tah Hoapltal •• hit at po1At blulc ranee by the Legion froa Sheikh Jarrah. 
The operating theatre, the radiua inatitute , the u-r&l' 4epartaat were blaatecl. 

aoon aa thla becan we proteated to the Red Croaa who later phonecl. awl auc-
atecl we hoista a white flag, that the garrison aurrender, and then the7 vOllld 
prepared to take oTer the hoapital aa a lied Croaa in1titut1on. ~•••flat!¥ 

turned dovn without..,... referring it to our milita17 people. Ve alao comunicatecl 
vi th the Mierican Consul who vaa informed by- the Arab■ vhen he approached the• 
that it the American flag•• hoisted on the Ba4a1aah the Legion would occupy 
and •protect 1t1 1 Ve &110 made a foru.l prote1t to the !ruoe 0oamieaion and aake4 
that it be tranud.tted to Lake Su.cc•••• Ia an effort to 1&Te the prlcel••• 
propert7 at the Univerait7 and in Bad.a11ah an unofficial approach vaa made to 
see if the tJB would be willing to take th••• inatltutiona under ita flag, but 
the mT people intimated the7 did not think the Arab• vould reapect their flac and 
10 there waa littlepoint in doing thia. 

We received a report on the conTeraation between ling Abdullah on the one 
hand and Mr. Alcarate and the Belgian Consul in Aman on Tu.ea4a7. Be received. 
them in a very un.dlgni:t'ied 111&.DDer, being attlre4 1:A breeohe• and a lwaber Jacket. 
Ba,.. in a Yerf ba4 aoocl. aD4 ex,reMl7 nenou.a. S. •• belllcoae 1D hla refer. 
•oea '• the Jeva. &iL4 ma Nr. Asoarate h hla • ca;paoity aa t811,Pora17 llmlcl,al 
Couiaaioner for Jeruaale■ aaked h1a abea.l 'h• wa\er au.ppl.7. Abdullah flared up 
and aa14 he would let the Jeva of Jerusalea die of .thirst. Be ha4. neTer before 
appeare4 10 obv10111l7 iA the role of a pippet of the !ritieh. Glubb 1aaha ia 
directing the campaign and Abdullah1a ordera are thrown into the wate paper 
baaat. i'he7 aaw ample avid.enc• of thia during their Journe7 and alao notecl. the 
tut that the !rltlah Staff 11 active in th1a campaign. The7 ••t lirkbride, the 
Jrlt1ah 1-Iiniater, who•• aole con■tructive remark to them appear• to h&Te been that • 
they had come to Abdullah on one of hi• of:t-4.qa. Alcarate ha4 taken with hl• an 
extr•el7 atrongly' vor4ecl proteat forwarded. by the SeCt1rit7 0omaoll for traaalliaaloa 
to Abdullah and thla •• reoeiTed w1,h aoant contapt b7 the niag who w.a obriou]¥ 
not willing to llaten to ru.aon. 
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Oa !'liaradaJ, ~ 20th, the front •■u,tl• atab1111ed. a1 a reault of aome 
alz Legion art1om-ecl Tehiclea being knockecl out at the approache• to the l1t7. 

-,tu a4 •••lf bad a conyeraatlon with LUDd. in the afternoon ln which w 
tried. to explore poaalbllltiea atill left to the Truce 001111ia1lon. IWld atatecl 
that a• the Colllllaaioa •v it there were three poaslbilltle11 either the Jewa win, 
or the Arab• via, or there 11 a ataleu.te. Ia the latte nent there•• atlll 
aome uaetul ~•• in their exiatence. 

a attupt vaa •de to find out troa Lund whether it woul4 not be poaalble 
tor .ucarate to aaaert hiaaelt ■ore, both 1n the e7e1 of the people of Jeruaalem and 
.in the qea of t)e world., a• the tJI Coalaat.oner for Jeruaal~•• Up to now he b&cl 
beb&Ted in u ~tic ud lethar&ic aazmer, n•t nen 1nforldng the cltisene ot 
Jeruaala that il'e w.a the UH MwL1c1pal COlllliaaloner. Ia fact the or4inary ~ 1A 
the 1treet •• not a'9&re that auch a tm Couiaaioaer exiated tor Jeruaala. Lun4 
add that .bcarate· wa• afraid ot releaaing thia information only to one aide, but 
we pointed. out that there were numeroua po11lbllltiea of ald.ng thia known to the 
Arab world and the Arab civilian poptll.atlon ot Jeruaalem and oace he began to 
·aa1ert h1maelf power would grad.uall7 accrue to hia. We left LU.Dd. with thla thought 
1n Iliad and he prolllaed to aee what could be done to 1apreaa Aloarate v1 th the 
iaportanoe of thia. .lt the •- tiae he potn·ted out that lfoCabe w.a not playiJlc 
a clean ca•• and•• gradually influenciag Ascarate. 

The aboYe ia a very inadequate atteapt to place .on record. a rev of the 
aalient event• in the political life ot Jeruealea during the firat week of the 
State ot Israel. To und.eratand the whole bactcrouad acainat which thi• polltloal 
game 11 being .plqed. the reader 11 adviaed. to••• -tan•• graphic accOW1t of oon
dltiona 1n the cit7 4ur1~ the flrat week. The city le au.ffering froa a ahortace 
ot food ud. of -.ter, &Dd there la no eleotrictt7 with the re1ult that no newa 1• 
heard on the radio. For the past fr:Rr dqa we have been aubJected. to al.llOat co.,_ 
t1a110U8 ahelling at point blank range. 1'he pqalcal bacqrow:ui of the Truce 
Coulaalon haa been equl.17 difficult, altho~h thia la in the •in due to the 
obatinate inaiatence on meetlnga being held at the J'rench Conaulate which 11 
probabl1 one ot the ao1t expoaed building• in the entire clt1 and where alread.7 
~lz people have been VOUAdecl. lor the pa1t three d.aya the Conaulate baa been 
without a telephone which make• the Coa11aion•• work nen more difficult. 

'fhe Red Oroaa have ahown the■aelvea to be v1rtuall7 ineffective clue to a 
coaplete lack of cooperation on the part of the Arab• and al.10 partl7 to the 
fact tha.t 1ta director in Palestine, N. De lleynier, has been playing what might 
be termed as a a1n1ater game of poli t1c1. He ia certat. nl.7 no friends of the Jeva 
an4 in the laet few dqa ha.a been taking an active part in the w.r of nenea 
againat ua. Bia BQ in the YMCA ia entirely ataffecl by- 70\UIC Arab• of ■llltary 
a,;e an4 1lnce the 'OB Secretariat ha'Ye alaa 110Ye4 there, coD1111J1lcation with thea 
ia alao 41ttieult &Ii.cl moat unreliable. 

Other points vhlch atand ou.t are Ool. Lund1a 11.ucere hone1t7 and atraight
for-.rdn.••• an4 Mr • .bcarate•• ineffectual inactivity. The '1-uee Collld111on 
baa auccee4e4 aowhere and 11 unlik•l.7 t 'o nocee4 until the 4':raba ba'Ye received a 
muaber ot rea011Ddinc b•tt■•1 knocka. 

!he eD4 of \he tlrat week in Jeruaal .. , after the eatabllahaut of the Stale 
of Iarael, fia4a the c1t7 UIMler heaT7 gun fire, the Bad&aaah hoapital belnc blaated. 

, at p•lllt blaak range, and. the Truce Oouiaaloa buay with ■eetinga. 

Virlu Ber1og 

Jotis .Aa the .&.p;pendlc•• to thla doCWDent ar-.'till in Jeru.ul.u, it la iapoa1lble 
to obtain the• in tlae for 4eepatch. !'he7,vill be toniarded later to 
a44re••···· 

Coplea toa llr. D. ha ~10ll, N.r. I. i;aplu., Mr. II. Shertok. 
Jeruaalu ott1ce; Mr. I. J.patdn, lfuhlllctoa; 
Mr. A. lb&D, ••• York; I.onloa Offloe 
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To: 

FROM: 

Too Jewish Agency for Palestine 

MEMORANDUM 

llembera ot the Aller1ca.n Section 
of the Bxecutin 

Jina Frankl.in 

June 17, 1948 

Mr. COll87 hae aake4 •• to tranalit the attached 
••orandu 4eal.1ng with the recognition of Iarael. which he 
ha■ prapar-. 

eDol. 



• 

• 

RECOGNITION OF ISRAIL 

The State of Israel seeks recognition on the following grounds: 

l. The General Assembly Resolution of November 29, 1947. 

The November Resolution, which was adopted by JJ votes to lJ, 
is the legal basis for Israeli statehoodo This legal contention has 
been questioned in certain quarters on two grounds: 

Ca) It has been suggested that the UNSCOP Plan of 
"partition with Economic Union" was conceived as an 
"integral whole" consisting of four main elements -- a 
Jewish State, an Arab State, Economic Union and the 
Special Regime for Jerusalem -- and that it could not be 
fulfilled in part only. This suggestion is the exact con
verse of the real positiono Faced with the Arab rejection 
of the scheme, the General Assembly set about revising it 
in such a way as to make the establishment of the Jewish 
State completely independent of Arab cooperation. 

As regards the two states, the revised scheme 
provided that if the United Nations Commission found itself 
unable to set up or operate a Pr~viAt~na.l Council of 
Government for one state 9 it should report that fact to 
the Security Council 0 which could then take any other 
action it deemed fit with respect to that state. (Part I, 
B, Para. 4) The establishment of the other state could 
then proceed~ without being blocked by the refusal of one 
state to take the initial steps with regard to itself. 

As regards the Economic Union, the original 
UNSCOP draft provided for a treaty to be signed by the 
two states; in the light of the Arab attitude, this was 
altered by the General Assembly, so that all that was 
required from any one state 0 in order to attain its 
independence and be admitted to the United Nations, was 
a unilateral declaration of willingness to enter into an 
Economic Union~ (Part I, D9 Para. 1; Part I, J) 

As regards Jerusalem, it was made a •corpus 
separatum" under direct United Nations administration9 
and the establishment of the Jewish State was in no way 
made dependent upon the Special Regime for Jerusalem. 

It is clear therefore, that the General 
Assembly went out of its way to make the different parts 
of the Plan independent of each other, and to avo 44 
making the Jewish State subject to an ,rab veto. Unless 

.the original scheme had been modified along these lines 
there would have been no alternative but to abandon it 
altogethero 
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(b) It has also been suggested that there has been 
insufficient compliance with the procedure laid down in the 
Resolution. Even if this were correct, a distinction must 
be drawn between ends and means, between matters of substance 
and ~atters of procedure. The matter of substance here is 
the Jewish State which was approved by the United Nations 
and has since been established. This result is not invalidated 
by &n7 modifications which became necessary in the procedure. 

In any case, such modification as there has been 
was brought about by the United Nations itself, and not by 
the State of Israel, which has made and is still making the 
fullest possible compliance with the Resolution. 

The Palestine Commission was an ad hoc United 
Nations organ set up to assist the nascent states to establish 
themselves. The Commission was to have set up a Provisional 
Council of Government, and after the end of the Ma.ndate 9 to 
transfer full responsibility "progressively" to the Provisional 
Council of Government. Owing to the convening of another 
Special Session of the General Assembly, the Commission de
ferred formal approval of the Provisional Council of Govern
ment which had been formed. On May 14 the Commission was 
suspended by the General Assembly. On May 15, when the 
Mandate terminated, the Provi2io~l Council of Government 
assumed full responsibility right away, and declared the 
State in existenceo This was necessarily implied in the 
suspension of the Commission, and was moreover in full 
accordance with the language of the November 29 Resolution 
itself, which "calls upon the inhabitants of Palestine to 
take such steps as may be necessary on their pa.rt to put 
this Plan into effect. 11 • 

In its proclamation the Provisional Council of 
Government furthermore reaffirmed its intention of carrying 
out all its obligations and international commitments under 
the United Nations Plan; this reaffirmation was official]Jr 
communicated to the Secretary General of the United Batione 
on May 1,5. 

In other words, through the actions of the United 
Nations organs concerned, the State of Israel was called 
upon to fill the vacuum in authority at the end of the 
Mandate, and assume the burden of full responsibility, sooner 
than had been originally contemplated, and with less inter
national guidance and assistance than had been originally 
promised. '!his circumstance would be a cu.rioua ground for 
withholding recognition from Israel. 

The legal basis of the November Resolution therefore remains 
intact as far as recognition of the State of Israel is concerned. 
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2. The ~ioral Obligation. 

The 33 member-states that voted for the November Resolution · 
assumed a moral, as well as a legal, commitment to recognize the Jewish 
State once it came into existence. Thia was a moral obligation not 
only to Israel, but to the United Nations itself. The obligation ie 
even stronger in the case of those governments whose representatives 
plqed an active role in shaping the final solution and secu.ring its 
endorsement by the General Assembly. 

3o The Beed for Stabilization. 

It may be felt that countries which withhold recognition at 
this stage are promoting the prospects of a final sett-lement through 
the good offices of the United Bations Mediator. 

In fact, the converse is the case. Once Israel has been 
established as a sovereign state, has successfully repelled aggres
sion by Arab armies, and has gained recognition from a dozen different 
countries (including the two greatest world powers),its independence 
is no longer open to discussion. There is, however, a wide range of 
political and economic problems which require to be settled in order 
to ensure peaceful relations between Israel and its Arab neighbors. No 
fruitful diacu.ssion of these problems becomes possible until the Arab 
states acquiesce in the fact of Jewish statehood, and become willing 
to enter into permanent relations with larael on equal terms. This 
situation can only be created by conclusively confirming the status 
of Israel through its general recognition and its early admission to 
the United Bations. Governments which voted for the establishment of 
a Jewish State on November 29, but now withhold recognition from it, 
are unwittingly encouraging the Araba to belieTe that this ia still 
an open question against which they should continue to fight. While 
such a frame of mind persists, there is little prospect of any 
rapprochement·. Recognition of Israel is now the key to final 
stabilization. 

June 17, 1948 
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MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AV]'AIRS 

Colonel T. Bonde, 
Chief of Staff of the 
United Hationa Obaener• 

. for the United Wationa Mediator 

Sir, 

• I 

• . 

224/ 
2lat June, 1948 

With reference to our converaation thia morning, I have to inform you of the following concluaions reached by the Provisional Go'Vftrnment of Israel on the two points under diecuaaion. 

1) We agree to evac,uate our fifteen wounded from Ifar Darom with a view to their being transferred fir t to a hospital in Tel J..rtv and then after their recovery to some other auitable place under the &urTeillance of the United liations observer,. We alao propoae to take our unit of forty-odd men out of Ifar Darom and. pott 1 t elsewhere in that area. • 

Our acceptance of the oond.itiona a t by you fo·r the eTacuation of the wounded 11 due I lely to bnmaui.tarian r•b.aona. On the mer1ta of the cue and from a purely military point of view we cannot agr•e that the coriditiona are warranted. We d•lll' that Xfar Darom 11 completel7 encircled and beeieged and .we do not accept the poaition that the treatment of thoae who were wounded 1n its defence can properly be aaeim.lated. to that of prison.ere of -.r. ' , 

00Jlaequent on the r•oval of oo.r uait vhioh entered Uar Daroa after the truce, we belleTe that · th•r• will~ ao ~,tttoa,toa tor \be t.a'faCllac Joptlu force• re•illlac 1a t~ poal\loa vhioh theJ oceuple4 to the eaal of Ktar ~om by way of reaction to the entry ot tbat unit. We 1houli therefore, be gratetul if you. would take atepa to prevail ,upon the l'c1Pt1an rorceo to withdraw from that position. 

2) With regard to the ·aupply &nd replacement ccmvoy-a to our• tlemeat• and detence posts in the NegeT area, aou.th of the point of 1nteraection of the roads NaJdal-lalluJa and Juli~lw-eir, we not• that 7ou acre• that it 1• perfectly leg1t1•te for ua, within the term, of the truce, to arraace for tlie above oonvoya to travel aouth and return north :thrQU&h .tbat point of interaection and that an atteapt of the Jap\1an unit now 1n ocaupatton ot that point to interf•r• with the normal morem•nt of our coavoya would be tuiamount to a breach or t~e truoe. I we gratified to hear tbat Oil thta vital point you ha.d 'macle your attitude clear to the J'ctptian auttiorltl•• concerned. G1Yen the clear circumstances· in th1a inatuce, the fact that the Ja';ptlu repJ.t baa not yet been received 1• no rea•Oll v~ _ve ahou.ld ~•f• aotioll S.Dlef'inlt•li• 



/ 

. 
It ia eleTen cl,q1 a·· nee the truce baa been in operation and no convo7a have 
paeaed.. The provisioning of the Israeli legev, including tb.e Ieruli force• 
stationed there, cannot be lett at the mercy of the UD.ilateral interpre~ 
tion ofthe ti-lice terma by the invading ar~. 

I therefore beg to inform you that we propose, at a time which would ap.. 
pear to us appropriate. to take a convoy of supplies and replacements acroae 
that point of intersection even if no aat1efactory reply haa by then been 
received from the ~tian aide. · We are extremely anxioua to avoid any 
clash with the i.gyptian or any other forces during the truce period, but ve 
muat ·make it clear that if our convoy finds itself attacked, 1ta guarda will 
return the fire and w• shall then accu•• the enemy of having broken the truce. 
Moreover, we shall conaider ourselves free to retaliate again1t an F.gyptian •*** 
attack on our convoy by taking similar action against any Bgptian convoy which 
might paaa along any- route where our forcea hold a commanding poaition such a• 
ia held by the above J:gyptian unit on the roads in question. 

• I repeat that we a.re moat anxious to aee thia conflict in the BegeT 
peacefully resolTed and would therefore urge you to make a further effort to 
prevail upon the i.gn)tian authorltlee not to oppose a procedure which you 
ha.Te agreed ia right and proper. 

I have · tli.,.,_o~our to be. 
Sir, 

Your obedient aerT&nt, 

M. Shertok 
MIBISTER 01 FOREIGN AJTA.IRS 



Colonel T. Eon4e, 
Chief of Staff of the 
United iationa Obeenera 
for the United Bations Mediator. 

Sir, • 

223/ 

2lat June, 1948 
t 

I have the how,ur to inform you that it came to the knovl•dc• of the 

iroviaional Gov~rnment of Iarael to~ that a boat carrying a load of arms 

ha• early thi• morning anchored off Uar V1tk1n in Israel, the tranaport 

having been organiaed by the diaaident uillitary Jewieh organl■ation call-

. 
ing itself the Irgun Zn.1 Leumi. Order• wer• ··1mrned1ately iaaued to the 

mllita.J7. torcee of Iarael in the ~l~inity to rt11h to th• epot in order to 

preTent the landing of the cargo. On having arrived on the acene, our 
. 

forces found a cona1derable body of members of the Irgw:i Z•i Leumi armed. 

and prepared to reai1t • . Orders vere then iaaut.4· to overpower them by 
• • I 

f'oroe, and reports to balid indicate that our commander pro'c .. d.a to act 

in accordance with the ordera receiTed. Two Israeli na.Tal units have 

been 11U.DWoned trom Tel Ariv to stand by and ta.lee such action aa may be 

neceaaary. 

I undtrata.Ad that our l1a1aon reported to 7ou on the appearance ot 

he boat earlier 1n the 

should be clear a 

en armed cl 
f. 

determination to 



f 

enforce the law and preYent a breach of the truce. According to our 

information ~t the mom~nt, the arm• ha.Te net yet be~n offloaded. We .. 
. 

,. 

• clef er our propoeala as to the diapoae.l of the arms till after the ei tuation 

on the fore•hore of Uar V1tkin baa b~en brought U11der control. 

It vou1ci be appreciated if, pending the •nr:•:twtu compl~t1on of today'a 

operation and&· :further c~arificatlon of the position, no information were 

given about the incident to the pre••• 

I ha.Te the honour to be, 
Sir, 

Your o~edient aenant, 

M. Shertok 
Minister 0£ Foreign ·ufaira. 

: 



' t 

Tran1\1t1on ot a Cable received from Parie. 

Count :Bernadotte baa cirau.lated a request to all countries, including 

thoae not ·me.mbera .of the United Nationa, for aaa1ata.nce in observing the 

truce conditions. Among other things, · he stressed that the exit to 

'· . 
Palestine of mambera of military organisations and men of militar1 age 

should~• preYented. lor purpo••• of observation the Count claimed the 

right to appoint obaerYera on his behalf at points of embarkation. Hie 

motivation was the n•~easity of lmplement~ng the Security Council resolu

tion. 'l'he authorities here are 1~terpreting the Count•e request aa meaniJ1€; 

tha~ all immigration to ., Israel 1.a to be stopped. No ship 1• ·now pr•pared. 

to take ' immigranta, and a rtrtual blockade ha.a therebJ resulted on the 

part of ■hipping co■paniee which are gu.1ded by .their governments. At the 
·, ' ♦ ' 

same time shipa are lea'rlng for l3eirut with provision, ud mecllcal auppli••• 
I . 

We intend .to · draw the attention of the preee ·to the fact that this situation 

ia destructive of uy equal1t7 of treatment, since it means that Israel la 
" ' I i \ » • • t 

blockaded in rep:rq. to carg_oea •A tranaporta which bave nothing to do 
' . 

w1 tb tba •111 ~ 11-tution, vherea• a.11 Arab countriea are completely open 
• • • .. ' ~- 1 ... ' 

. ' 

r( 

and 8.D7' ■hip 111&1' leave ·tor UJ of' them. We beli•T• that exception 1m1at be talcu. . . 
. ' 

to the d1acriminat1oR telUlting fr~• the Oout•~ r:uliDC and the conatruction 

put 



LO ZIOBIST ORGJ.NIZATIOB DR. SILVlll 16 E 66 S! IYC ' JUJ[E 28, 1948 

SI!UA'fiOB YESKIVOT '!IIRRIBLE STOP BOOFIB'BS MISSAGI WIJ'RUITi'tJL MUST APPliL 

ALLOOA!E SUBSTANTIAL SUML FOR YISHIVOT S'J!OP IDS DSHIVOT TORN 1'0 YOU STOP 

• PI.JASI DDJ\AVO'Oa UTMOST INFLUENCING ASllSTilCI 

RAllBI FISBMAB 
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ES'lADOS UBIDOS lE VEDZUEU 
Delecacion a IA• lacionea Unida• 

lo. 611/V.-

Dr. Abba Hillel S11Ter 
Qiairman 

le• York, June 30, 1948 

.American Zioniat Emergency Council 
342 Madiaon Avenae, Boom 1426 
New York 17, I. Y. 

Dear doctor Silver, 

!his 1a to acknowledge receipt of your telegram 

of June 28, 1948, expreaaing 70ur appreciation on behalf of all the 

Zionist group• in the United Statea united in an American Zionist 

Jmergency Council, for the recognition extended by the Government of 

Tenesuela to the State of Iarael, and to inform 7ou that accord.in,; to 

your wlahe1 I have tranllllitted to the Veneauelan Qovernment the full 

text of 70ur telegram. 

car/. 

Ver7 aincerely yours, 

(aiped) 

~S XllJ.AllDO STOLi 
Chainaan, lermanen\ Delegation of Venesuela 

to the United Nation• 
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N97 PD-M~ WASHI GTON DC 7 1049A

AB.BA HILLIL SILVER CHAI BM.AN• 
AMERICAN ZIONIST l!MIRGENCY COUNCIL 
342 MADISON AVENUE 

COPY OF TELIGIUM 

ABSENCE FRO i THIS CI TY PREVENTED ME TO ANSWER YOUR 

COURTEOUS TELEGRAM OF JUNE 28th STOP I HAVE TRAl:StITTED 

TO MY GOV.EBNMENT APPRECIATION AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY 

COUNCIL FOR PANAl-uNIA.N RECOGNITION STATE OF ISRAEL STOP 

I WISH TO SEND TO YOU AND ALL MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL 

HEARTIEST CONGRATULATIONS AND BEST WISHES IN YOUR PATRIOTIC 

ENDEAVOURS 

OCTAVIO A VALLA.RI 0 
AMBASSADOR OF P ANL\1.A 

.. 
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THE DECLARATION OF IlmEPE?IDENCE 

When the Britiah andate for Palestine was terminated on~ 14, 1948, 

the eatabliabment ot the state ot Israel wu procla:iad at a JDNting ot 

the narly farmed National Conterence ot state in Tel Aviv. on that 

same dq Dr. Abba Hillel Silver announced the tact to the political 

camttee ot the General AsNmbq or the United Nati.one, then in aession 

at Lake Success. He statedt 

•At ten o•clook this morning the Jniah State was prool•i•d in 

Palestine• The hour was advanced out ot respect tor the . sanctity ot 

the Jewi.ah Sabbath. Tha statement-and I read only one aentenoe ot that 

statemnt,-ie as tollont 

•w., tlw members ot the National Council representing tile Jewish 

people in Palestine am tha Zionist movement or the world, meeting 

together in sol.am aseembq b;y virtue or the nsturnl and historic right 

or the Jewish people and or the resolution of the General Assanbq ot 

t-he United Nations, herabjr proclaim the establiabnent ot the Jnieh state 

in Palestine, to be called •Isr•l•. •1 

•Tbua, what wu enviaaged in the resolution ot the Oeneral A■Nllbl,T, 

which wu oveNtwl■1ng~ adopted by the United Nati.on■ lut 11oftllber, 

hu been, u tar •• tm Jewi■h State ie conoerned, illplaented. Thu, 

toe, tmn has been conaumated the age-old dNa ot 1111'181 to be n-e.tablillhad 

u a tr.e and indapendent, people in ite ancient hmeland. 

"The Jnillh State ia crateful to tha united Nati.ans tor hain, plued the 
r 

dDp ot it• appl'Oftl, 'am tba atap ot t.he appron1 ot 1:m world cc md.V, • 

upon the blnorlo · ola1■• ot Iar•l, ad tor tba ettarta whioh it lladl in 

tw ot opposition to achieve that whioh ta. Jnieh people haw aPOCllplllhld • 

• 



Tha Jewish stat,., 1n Nttinc out upon 1 ta caner, 1• con■cd.oua ot the marv 

graw problau torewn or unantiaipat.d, which ccntront it. It prQ9l'

tul.lT appeal■, theretore, to all treedaa-loviJlg people• and, •apeci~, 

to thoN who gava thair tulleet endoreement to tm eatablillhant ot tm 

Jni■h State a tn montba :ago, to gift a tull meuure ot tbair aupport 

and ot their atnnet,hem.nc to thia nneat npuhlio e■tabliabed b7 thi■, 
the moat ancient ot people• Tha Jari■h State Will str1 ft to be wort}v 

ot the contidanoe which hu been placed in it b7 the natione ot t.he world, 

and will enmavour to realiN, as tar u it i■ h~ pouible, tho• prophetic 

ideas of justice, brotherhood, pew and demooraq which wre first proolaiad 

by the people ot I_...l in that verr land. 

•The na Jewish State is being threatened-threatened bT neighborlJ21 

states, threatened with iDftsion. Invasion will mean nr. The Jm.eh 

state will be caapelled to defend itself. And the world CQ univ_,. 

be taoed with a widening and dangerous area ot cantliot, which ...,,,_ 

deplore■• 

. 
•It is not yn too late to awrt. such an eventual.it,. Thi Jar.lab 

State of Palestine -Jm pew with all people•, and will cledioate itaelt, 

under Pron.dance, to tha WQ'■ ot peaoe and to ti. tr.landlieat ao-operation 

with all peaoe-lovin, people••• 



!he Pna14en' of \he Un1 e4 fta\ea 
!he lh1te Baas• 
Wuhington. D. 0. 

Dlazl llre Pfta14mtl 

•• are pl'Ofmmd17 oatdal to 70U tor the nooen1,1on lldah 70II 
a\en4e4 ,o ,. sta,e ot IIIJ'Ml. •• are haiw 1W oar 'belcml4 
coant17 W3.8 ~ ftnl ,o hail Iba nn 8'a\e. 

Ianal. 1 now umer allaak fl'Clll ~ Arab atal•• 1lbo an 
'being aappl.1ecl wi\h aru 1', GNa' Brltaln. !he Aa-a1» Lea&M, 
whloh at tba aMD\ la deNoallnC \he Ho]1" 01V of JeJ,'U&l.-. 
la o0111181"1N and t1mnoe4 v the :&rillllh. !he lewtab ata, .. 
whm you. ban noogn.1.S. le unable \o obtaill Al'l!le tor ul.t
Wena• NOanae of wr Nr&O• 

Pl-•• Mr. Pzae114en\, life \he •'balso tor \ha ftate of luul 
811d enable 11■ gallant tSab en o Wan411• fNe4m an4 lnu
pen4amoe. 

lign8<\..__~--------

A.11111188 




