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Wednesday, June 18

The UN committee held its first open session yesterday aftornnon, Shertok
wes the only witness and it was the concensus that he made a good impression. He
was called upon to present facts and figures and the only criticism was that he
departed too frequently from the statistical and factual to argue the political
question. Paradoxically, there was some criticism in the Hebrew press that he
had not argued the political question enough, This morning, the Arabic press
distorted his statement contending that he had asked for all of Palestine including
Trangjorden. Just as soom as the verbatim report is ready, I shall send it to you.
The UN committee does not work as fast here as it did at Lake Success. Nor apparently
do we., Ten minutes before he was tommke his statement, S was still working on it,
with the result that I could not give it to the press, much to my unhappiness. I
also thoughfthat he ylelded to the temptation to meke a lomg statement, But, on
the Whole, press people thought he did well,

The questioning was not unfriendly, except for that of the Indian. ' However,
you probably got all of that in the press.

While the full committee met to hear Shertok, the alternates met in sub-committee
to plan the ifiinerary. There was an interesting conflict., It was agreed that the
committee would visit Haifa tomorrow and the Indian delegate insisted that at Haifa
the committee should see two Arab factories and two Jewlgh fectories. The Jewish
lieison officers, Eban and Horwitz were attending the meeting, and Eban pointed
out that this was more or less absurd since Haifa was 80 per cent Jewlish. The
British liaison officer, McGillivray, agreed, and so it was decided to vigit one
Arab factory, the o1l refinery and two or three Jewish factories. On Friday, the
comnittee 1s to viait Potach and Beth Haavaras, but there is some question about
Saturday. It was suggested since it was Saturday, that the committee visit the
‘Negev, Objection was raised that the committee could not visit Jewish settlements,
whereupon the Indian insisted that it .was not necessary to visit the Jewish settlements,
Our people pointed out that this was a critical issue, Oould there be any settlement
in the Negev. Finally, it was agreed that if the committee visited the Arab places
in the Negev on Saturday, it would return later to see the settlements.

Today was very difficult. In accord with custom, the committee started
touring by going to the Holy Places first., I need not tell you how umpleasant
such a journey can be., - None of us naturally, went to the Arab places, When we
started for the Jewish quarter, there was apparently the traditiomal dispute
~ between the Ashkenazi and the Sephardi, andaccordingly, while the committee had
originally intended to go to only the Churveh synagogue, it split up and half
went to receive a Herzog blessing the other half went to hear Uzziel. I do
- not know what is sccomplished by prayers on such occasions. I guspect the com-
mittee was not comforteble., Then for good measure, another synagogue was thrown
in, and there were more psalms, more prayers, more speeches. As a restlt the
conmittee was forced to elimincte Bethlehem from its itinerary. Add to this the
presence of the sons and damghters of Haluksh begging Natava, and the fact that
there 1s little difference in living standards between the peoples in this part -
of the world and the faet thal one always feels , in the Holy Places, ‘that pelitical
considerations should not be considered in Palestine, and you come to. the conviction
that the government is engaged in shrewd mychological warfare vhcn it ushers a vicita?v
omission to the !Ioly Places as the firsﬁr stop on the way.




Tomorrow, we are going to Haifa and this afternoon, I arranged to have
information bulletins mimeographed so that the committee will have before them ,
as they drive along, pertinent information about each settlement. In addition,

a brief explamatory note about Haifa's importance etc.

The UN does not have enough cars to transport all the press people, and I
was requested to arrange for trasnportation of a number of them,




]'ridll. Jtan 3°tho

I am kept pretty busy. I left off Wednesday evening and I've been on the go since.
In additien S0 all the official duties, I've had te pday hest te press and secre-
tariat and up to new I've been averaging about five hours sleep. "Where does one

get a typewriter fixed in a few pours? Where can I arrange for my last typhoid
shots? Where can we find a good place to eat? These are just a few of the questiens.
VWedneeday evening I was host, at dinner, to a number of the secretariat and after
that, we went up te Scopus te loek at the city.

Thureday merning (yesterday) we started en the trip te Haifa. There were a number
of complicatiens. We had peinted eut te the commission the desirability of having
guides for them, and so on Wednesday, we were asked to previde six Agency guides

who could ride in the Commissien cars. But yesterday merning, when eur people
showed up, it was ruled that no Agency people could ride in any ef the efficial cars,
and as a result, our peeple went aleng by themselves. Then, after we had carefully
fixed up a mimeegraphed guide te the reute, using the Jaffa-lydda~Haifa read, the
commigeion went by way of Nablus, Our sheets were useful going back, dbut enly fer
part of the reute, since the last half was by night and you could net see anything.
Seme people thought this was a deliberate maneuver to make our work useless and te ob-
gcure the Jewish part of Palestine by darkness, but there was no real evidence of
that, The truth is, of course, that one makes much better time, by day, along the
Nablus road, which does not have any traffic, and at night ever the ceast road, since
traffic is barred by curfew and there are fewer hills, Seme of the papers made an°
issue of it, dut we didn't,

I think the cemmittee barred Agency people from their cars because they wanted to
aveoid the impreseien that this was a Jewish show. The committee is extremely upset

by the Arad beycett, which is new redounding te our disadvantage. The alesfness of
the Arabs makes Jewish cooperatien, however dignified and preper, appear te be aggress-
ivere ss, by comparison., The committee therefere is constrained to pretect the Arabs.
How long this will keep up I do net knew, Fer the sake of woerld epinien, however,

the committee seems eager to make xm every effort to reach the Arabs if pessible and
naintain a balance. As time wears on, however, the committee may become anneyed and
indignant., There is a limit te how much any self-respecting bedy will pursue peeple
wvho are ignering it.

We reached Haifa shertly befere neon. I was net distressed by the reute we had taken,
by that time, It worked te eur advantage. Geing through Nablus and Jenin, there is
so little to see, and as ene proceeds west, the first sign of civiligatien is Mishmar
Haemek, which makes such an excellent impression. And, later, Haifa offers the sharp
contrast between the two worlds,

At City Hall, we had the first taste ef Arad non-cooperatien. BShertek had speken on
Tuesday of Arab-Jewish ceoperation in Haifa, in reply te a guestien from ene of the
members of the commission. The Arabs were determined te prove him wreng. The Jewish
mayor, the Christian vice-mayor, the Arab tewn clerk, and the six Jewish ceuncilmen
received the Commission. The Arabs remained away. The welceming receptien kas
reasenably dbrief. Then we visited Shemen. Questions frem members of the commissien
breught eut that Shemen buys much elive eil frem Arabs, adeut 200,000 peunds a year,
After Shemen, the commission went te lunch., At the Zien Hetel, the Secretariat
notified us that the commission had been infermed that it could ge teo the Arabd
cigarette factory, but the Jewish Agency peeple were requested net te come. However,
Jewish journalists were permitted to enter. I did net kmew this (I had lunched else-
vhere with the newspaper men - we teok them up to the tep of Mt, Carmel) and vhen I
arrived at the factery, I accepted a package of cigarettes. I was infermed then of




‘what had happened and indignantly returned the gift. My associates (I am teld ) made
much of what happened, It is curious, however, that seme of the secretariat reacted

in a different way. They naturally were not sympathetic to the exclusion ef our peeple.
But, said ene, this werks beth ways. It preves that cooperation between the twe
peoples is non-existent. The inference frem his statement was that all was hopeless.

It had to be pointed eut that the commit tee could not permit its judgement to be dic-
tated entirely by the will or the favor of the Arabs,

On the other hand, a number of the commissien peeple were conscious of child laber in
the cigarette factery., Iater in the day we wiet te the pil refinery and to Ata. They

stayed there longer than anywhere else and they asked many questions about the source
of cotton and the market fer the preducts.

On the way back, we went up the mountain and leoked ever the tewn. We had just come
from the oil refinery and on the top of the hill we stopped te see the entire city aamd
bay, as well as the ships in the harbor. The peint was not lost, It was the town
vhere oil flawed in freely, but human beings were barred.

The Haifa press swarmed about the commission and we had a lot of peepld there through-
out the day, I had the impression that we had far teo many eager guides and the
comnittee felt they were prisemers, They wanted to see and poke around fer themselves,
And so last night, upen our return te Jerusalem, I pleaded with our peeple tecmt

dewn on the number of guides, This was agreed tos I felt that it was much better

to have cemmit tee members talk te informed people en the spet, I knar frem experience

with the press that you cannot pressure people, you give them the facte as and when
they want them,

After dinner, ene of the boys who wanted to get a story en police regulations and I
went for a midnightwalk to some mutual friends, It is not a pleasant experience te
be stopped by armed sentries and closely catechized,

Early this morning, we drove dewn te the Dead Sea. In line withlast night's dis-
cussions, there were only two of us frem the Agency in the convey. This time,
Aubrey rode with the chairman, who insisted that he join him, The party was much
smaller and it was easier te move areund, )Parenthetically, Aubrey had previsusly
suggested teo the commission that it would be better if they split inte two and

that half of them go to one place one day, the ether half the ether day. The
comnission said this would take too much timel})

After visiting the petash plant, where the Indian once agaln asked about proefits

(the figures have been sent in and they actually shew lesses because of double
taxation.) we went en to Beth Haavavah., I had arranged fer mimeegraphed sheets
telling the stery ef beth the plant and the settlement and these were much appreciated
by both the press and the cemmissien, since they didn't have to tske notes,

The settlement made a deep impression en the commissien., Of that, there is no doubt
at all, 3But what was most striking was the way in vhich the settlers handled theam-
selves, There is a nev dining reem there, dbuilt since my last visit, and when the
comnission ame in and sat down, they all feund settlers who could speak their own
languages who acted as their hests, There was a Persian girl who talked te the
Iranian, A Csech whe talked wi th the Czech, and se on. All this had been woerked out
in advance and I think it is extremely wrth while, I have an &dea that commission

members are more apt to femember the face of a settler who talked thelir language than
an epigram in a memorandum,
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Upen our returan te town, we obtained the itinerary for the next two weeks., The
commission will leave here July 20 after hearings are completed. It will tour the
country until July 5, We are satisfied W th the intinérary. I have been insisting
on as much variety as possible so that the trip will be broken by interludes and will
not be packed with tee much solid matter. Thus, for example, I want the cemmit tee te
&0 te Ein Gev for the bdoat trip, to get a chance te swim, wherever possible, to see
Manareh, etc. It's my experience that after mh a while settlements get to look
alike and there is a limit to how many factories ene cen see,

One of the tourists abserved to me the other day that he could always see a factory
in his native land and he was bored. But he became very interested when he saw
afforestation, Incidentally, I ran into Iillie's friend who established a reputati on
for hostility straight off when, pressed for a decisien on the ferst day of his
arrival, he ebserved that he thought the country should be given back to the Bedouins.
Vhich Americanism was net teo well umdersteod.

Tonight dinner at Gershon Agronsky's with a number o vi siting newspapermen, To-
morrov we're off to the south.

Yours,

51
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Thursday, July 3

Dear Arthur @ .

T have just received a letter Irom Meir Grossman who tells me that Mr. Livsky
is most anxious that I return to New York by August 1 so that I can help make
arrangements for the fourth session of the Conference. ' As you know, the
Gonference is vassing through a most critical period and if Mr. Lipsky feels
that 1 should be back I must sccordingly alter my plens.

Inasruch as the UNCOP will be winding up its work here around July 20th, the
probability is that 1 can contimme with the commitiee to Geneva, remain there
a few days and then board a plase for New York. I suspect that nothing will
be lost by fthis arrangement.’ While I might be of some use in Geneve were I
to remain there vhile the committee writes its report, I am gomewhat dublous.
Thare will be others. Anmd, so far as the press is concerned, I doubt that

. we will have much to say while the comnittee is at work in Genevae

In the meantime my work here will continue to be arduous, varticularly for
the next few weeks, not, only because the hearings are on but because the
Agency spokesman here is 1eaving on Sunday for some conferences in Europe.

I wish you would inform Dr. Si1v¢: and members of the executive of the
situations I believe they will understand the reasons for Mr. Lipsky's
reauest and my desire %o comply with it.

Best regerds.

Sie




llonday, July 11, 1947

Dear Arthur:

There has been so much going on during the past few deys that I
nave lost track of time, This has been the longest week of my life,
Just a week ago, we were all sitting auietly at the YIICA hall
listenins to Justice Rand cross-exanine Dr. llagnus. Then came news
of martial lov at lathania and ten of us grabbed cars to o Wy
there, It was lile poing into a dead citys All the 12,000 in-
nabitants of the neighborhood were confined to their home® as the
soldiers swe»t from house to house loolzing for seople who could not
~ive an account of themselves. It's difficult to put on paper.
Youlve seen it in »ictures; little groups of Jews trudging down
sandy roads, with soldiers at their baclks, queuing up in front of
o tent, where the police checl their cards, You've seen it in
Germany. It was like this at Firth a year or so ago when the DPs
were taken out of a cord and transferred to another, And it was
1ilre this in Gernmany vefore that. And for all that, the soldiers
are extraordinarily molite, and some of then are invited to have
lenonade inside the houses, and the major is very courteous %o the
correspondents,

There are just a few civilians walking about the town. You
are one of them and vou are constantly halted by patrols and you
rust show your pass a dozen or more times, There are some UIscor
neonle up to see vhat it's all aboul,

Thnt was last Tuesday. e came back late at night,

Wednesday, Shertolz started to testify, winding w» the Agency
case, He was exceedingly good., He spoke from notes - he did a
job not unlike his concluding statement berore the cormittee a
vear ago., 3ut one had the feeling that rmch of it was a reiteration
of the dast, There is a linit to the nurber of tines we need to make
o noint, After a while it ceases to gsound convincing, Zveryone
thinzs we have over-stated our case., Actually, we couldn't help
ourselves, _very Jewish institution had to tell its story. It so
hamens thet we have a lot to tell, and we're so afraic that sone
one will niss even a little nart of it,

Vednesdar evening, there was a ballet at the ebrew University,
and virtually the entire Ull cane wy there, I a1 not an expert on
the subject - I an told there are bdetter dancers, but I felt that
there could not be o nore beautiful dlending of costume and
background, The Dastels of the robes faded into the »inks and
blues ond. rauves of the hills to the east, I write of this because
I have a susnicion that the scene will De renenbered long after
some of our nemoranda.

Thot night I took sick., There was an 'east wind fron the
desert, I could not eat dinner and went home to bed., ZIater I
discovered that rost meonle were under the weather, and because of

it.

Thursdey norning iloshe continued his speech. He was still ih
good form and he finished after an hour, It was significant that
there were no questions except from Guatemala and Uruguay. It
was quite evident the committee had heard all it wanted to hear,

In the meantime, there was o new development. The UIl had
undertal-en to secure passports to Beirut for all the newspapermen
who had cone along from Jew York, 3ut it was doing nothing for
the local Jewish nress and it was clear that they were out of luck,
I asked them to form a comnittee and to submit applications for a
reasonable number, say six or seven, and to insist that Ul act on
their behalf. I stirred u» o number of corresdondents on the issue
and finally we won our Doint. All except Gerolds

About o wee!z before, we had notified the U thet we weren't
going along. We cdidn't see any noint, There were a number of
reasons. They had seen and heard enmpugh of us, It was time we
retired from the scene, Accordingly, in view of our decision, the

-
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It seemed to me that the incident was worth a lot of testimony.
Here were correspondents who could not get visas because they had no
govermment of their own to act on their behalf, The world in which
we live is one in which you must have the nower of retaliation.
IS made quite a point of it in his closing address,

Friday we were to have lunch at his home. About nine overseas
correspondents, But Friday morning, news came that the President
Varfield was coming into Hoifpe. I got the news of the attack on the
shi» early and spread it and by 1 P,ll, most of us were on our way to
Haifa, and lIS was having an awful time wondering what to do about 12
uneaten lunches, Couldn't be helned, It wasn't pleasant.

We got there just as the shi» came in., I told Vic Bernstein
that all the old cliches kept on climbing into o lump into my throat,
He couldn't take it after awhile and we went up to the town to
write stories,

Before leaving for Haifa, we appealed to the UNSCOP to £0 up
and take o looke Sandstroem and Simich were at Athlit, as it
happened, and they came to the dock just as we did, I am told that
Sendstroenm made a very simple, very moving account to his colleagues
when he returned on Saturday,

Youlve seen the scene on the dock many times because youlve
seen it in pictures, The ship has been bashed in on both sides,
and you thank god that these hundreds of little kids are still
alive, They come off the boats in single file (there's another
queue) and they pass by what might seem to be a customs check.
Actually, their knapsaclks are searched and emptied of canned
goods, cutlery, bottles, anything that might prove to be a weapon
or that might be used in suicide. And then they go quickly to the
shining steamer alongside,

And this is evidence, more compelling, more conclusive than
a dozen memoranda, You think back of the last 72 hours. How event
has been substituted for nropaganda and how more cogent is the
event, Here was martial law, the search, the collective imprison-
ment, the collective punishment, Then came discrimination, the
correspondents who suffered discrimination because there was no
government to protect their rights., And now, finally, the
wvandering Jews, with paclks on their baclzs and bewilderment in their
eyess And the stretchers, You count them, There are 17 that are
carried past rou., There were 37 in all,

Up in town you run into some of your corresdondent friends.,
It is suggested perhaps that you are exploiting the misery of these
peodle in a propaganda demonstration., You keep your balance and
vour even temper and you enter into o discussion which goes back
to 1856 and the Copperheads and the Abolitionists, You see carbon
conies of the stories the following day and you kmow you have won
the argument and you suspect that you were being baited to see how
you would react.s Of course, there are some yow can't talk to.
They are busily writing stories about hell ships on the road to
Gehenna.,

You encounter Grauel and you closet him and Viec for a special
storys. In the evening, you dine at Lev Hacarmel but below you see
the ghost ship bathed in blue flood lights and you hear the depth
charges.s And so you go backe And now, on the dock therc are
hundreds of DPs, You have seen their faces, You know that these
were the men, women and children who poured out of Kielce last
summer, These are family units and they must be the weary pilgrims
who fled across Poland in 1939,who went to Siberia, You cannot
talk to them, No one may talk to them., They are isolated. You
may, howevor, talk with a daprer major who cocksurely swings
a swagger stick, And you talk to a lance corporal who explains it
ally, The Jews run blighty. Control Parliament, Most !fPs are JEWS,
So in the United States. Wendell Wilkie was a German Jew, Why
is America interested in Palestine anyway? llaybe because it is
interested in Greece, You give up. You are closely questioned as
you leave the dock and finally rou are allowed across the barbed
wire. And back to the mountain,




-3 -

The ride back to Jerusalem is uneventful, In the afternoon,
a correshondent wants a statement about it all. So you try to draft
one, But the words don't fit the event, You can't let yrourself go.
But you do the best rou can (it created a stir, as it turned out)
and you get it around,

Then there's a UN coclztail party. Secretariat recinrocating
hosnitality., And, disheveled and tired, you go un. The London Times
isn't interested in our statement. It's old stuff, It will all be
forgotten by the time his naper goes to nHress, It will never be
forgotten, rou tell hin, ‘You go out with some UIl peonles And then
there's a land mine and an explosion and a siren and you are tranned
in a hotel and you can't move, TFTinally rou meke wpy your nind to wall,
It's a risky business, 3ut you get by the sentries.

You show your nass, You don't like cocked guns, but you do have
to get home, Then, at the hotel, there's a big crowd of marooned
friends., You and your UIl friend (once a student of Isaiah Berlin)
nersuade the hotel to feed you.

During all this time, you have resumed daily press conferences
at Agency headquarters. Hirsch is in Burope and so, in addition to
the UI'SCOP business, you are acting as agency siokesman, It isn't
easy. Because you rmust steel yourself to be unemotional and to be
rescrved,

Zach noon, Friday, Sunday, today, you mset with the press
and you must answer their questionse lMost of the boys are up in
Beirut, but there's still a big contingent of regulars, And they all
have questions, esnd some of them are tricky, and you rmst not fall
into traps. And you must come here sbout 8 A.,ll. to get your material
together,

You've been here about five weeks and you are beginning to find
vour way around. Vho knows what, and how to find out. It's a devil
of a job,

Sunday I arranged a press conference for Goldstein, Iast evening,’
I finally had dinner with Walter ZEytan. He has been in the background,
doing a lot of writing. Never gets out to see people. But has a
splendid »ersonality. Then, just as we are finishing, the siren
goes. You mowv there's going to be hells This is the first night
I'SCOP is out of Jerusalem, Io danger of dinlomats being hurt., Aad
sure enogh, Jerusalen sounds lil:e London during the war., Thore's a
constant exchange of rifle fire, machine guns, dren guns. The
bullets arc flying about a bloclz awar. In Jaffa road and over on
Xing George. They're unconfortably close,

lleanwhile, therc's a nersistent report that the shins are off
to France., You and Welter have nothing to do., You turn down Teddy's
invitation to a bridge ganc and rou retire to your room to write
speculative statements,

Iverybody has left the garden, except Oscar Gass, who is by far
the largest target, liost of them arc huddled in the hall of the
Eden, This goes on until after midnight., Then the siren goes and
deonlec can go home,

The shooting dies down and you fall asleen,

Today, no onc knows where the ships are, We're trying to find
out, There's growing feeling. And tonight there will be curfew. You
issuc a statement expressing disquiet and concern, laybe I've been
agitated and I write that way, But I don't think I've begun to report
all of the weeks It certainly is the longest I've been through in a
long time.

I'n off to Geneva on Friday, Vill stay therec a weeck or 10 days.
Then home, Will be at the Hotel Angleterre in Geneva. 3est regards
to 8.11.

Sie




Saturday, July 12, 1947

Since I wrote you last Seturday, we have had a very busy time, inasmuch as the Agency
has Deen presenting its cese and we have made every effort to get texts and documents
into she hils of the committee and the press.

Sunday: - Dr. Bernstein and Dr. Kaplan testified and I belbeve made & very effective
presentation. I found Dr. Bernstein's brief and succinect speech one of the highlights
of the entire case, for he gave a temperate and striking story of the way ia which the
Jevish economy is retarded by hostile regulations and practices.

Monday: - BG answered questions. On $the whole he handled himself well, although he is
sggressive. Monday evening the Agency's politieal memorandum came off the press.
Although it was late, I released it immediately because I felé it should go im before
the non-Agency testimony which was $0 begin the following day.

Tuesday! ~ Dr. Weizman's Sestimony made a great impression on the delegatigy. I assume
thet press reports gave you a complete picture. I have not heard him often in receant
years, but I am $0ld that he was at the $op of hies form. He was reserved and diganified
and yet he was good-humored, and there can be no doubt that delegates were captured by
his charm. Those who questioned him were polite and considerase, in contrast to she
manner of questioning the previous day. It is intersting, too, that when BG resumed the
stand, the questioning contimued to be polite and BG's manner was somewhat more reserved.

Wednesday: ~ The testimony of the Vaad Leumi, while interesting, was somevwhat anti-
climactic. One had $he feeling that the Jewish case had been concluded when Dr. Weizmann
ended his statement, and there was little %o add.

Thureday: - The Vaad Leumi contimued and the rabbis, Hezog, Uszzial, and the Agudah
followed. Some of $he correspondents had $he impression that enough was enough and that
the committee was plainly and obviously bered.

Friday: « The English chur n testified today, They started by complaining that $he
committee was holdi on » further evidence of the lack of respect for religiea

in Palestine. (When the session comcluded, the chairman amnounced another Sunday session.)
It was extraordinary $o hear the ministers asking for what amounted to religious mimority
rights and representation for the religions in the government. I was reminged foreibly

of the way in which the peace conference brushed aside our request for mimerity political
rights.

Vhile the evidence is being submitted, the Agency has been presentim written state-
ments, viz. the economic progress ia she last two years, Zionism the Aradb world,
the plight of the dps. I had been saving these since I did mot want the Agency %o be
in competition with its own spokedmsn. I released one on Thursday and another on

Fridaye.
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There will be more of these this coming week.

Aad now for some general impressions. I had a long talk with some close friends

the night after Weizman testified. It was their view that up unfil a few daye,

few of the delegates had been coming to any definitive conclusions, and with the
Pogsible exception of Ahe Indian delegate, none has made up his mind about anything.
¥ishin recent days, they have been turning to the problem of solutions. Many of the
delegates have been playing with new ideas and nev formulasions, but - and $his 1s
emphasized - while each may have a pet 1dea, partition appesars to be $he second
choice of most of them. It is possible, therefore, that when the committeemen sit
down to talk about solutions, and begin rejecting all the pet ideas, the comnittee
may fall back on partition.

We complained about the decisioa not to go %0 Oyprus. The sideline commentator has
the ides that this decision was bound up with reawed invitatiea to the Arabs. But
Bus a number of delegates explain that there was no necessity to go %o Cyprus.
They all know there are 17,000 Jews there waiting to go %o Palestine, and they all
know what internmant camps are like, and they see no point ia securing confirmabion
of vhat they already knowe

Yet, I am Sroudled by what is happening. It seems %o me shat,having coacentrated all
their time here on the relations between Jews and Arabs, the committee may tend %o
see this prodlem solely iaterms of the future government of Palestini without re-
lationto the problem of the future of the Jewish people, per se. The problem of im-
migration, somehow, has faded into the background. The committee, mot having gone to
the camps, mot having seen the Jews in Burope, unawere of the terrifi pressure %o
come here, is preoccupied with the political problem. It is somevhat of a paradex
As 2 maxima) Zioniss, I have always emphasized statehood and deprecated the arguments
of those who talked of immigration,alone. Now I find that people here are not
sufficiently conschous &f the immigration pprodlenm. The point was drivea home %o me
by an American correspondent who, wholly sympathetic to our developemnt and progress
here, has lost sight of the needs of the Jews of BEurope, and questions whether more
{mmigrants should come in. Aad one has %o argue wish him, not on she basis of %he
aseds of the Jewish peopple as such, but on She theory that more immigration will
be good for the couatry and all its imhabitants.

It is a gread pity that the committee 41d not go to she camps of to European Countriese
Yot the situation may change when 1% goes to Burope, and if it sees the plight of
the Jews there, in contrast with their progress and high standard here.

We have been hurt, also, by the Arad boycost, The epfect has been to make this &
ons-sided presentation. It is idle %o explain that we have so much %o say, that we
Have such s complete cage. Of course, we never suffer from restraiat in the preseat-
ation of our point of view. We count that day lost when we do mot produde a document.
All shis would ¥e very well, bus for the fact that no one is appearing for the
other side,and the committee, like any good court of equity in an undefended lawe
suit, is assuming the role of protector of the absentee party. 1% is something
$ha$ we caanot help. However, the balance mey be restored of the committee does
hear the Arak League, as now seens likely. An American correspondeat said to mee

two weeks ago that if only the committee will go to Caliro and see an Arad state,
and the disparfties between the population sirata there, and we shall wia our fight.

¥Withia recent days, there have been & pumdber of pessimbstic reporis enanatipl froa

the committee. Some of $his is bDased on the fact that some of the delegates who

appear %o be sympathetic have beea .ﬁs: indicative of an interest ina federalization,




cantonization, make-shift solutions. One turned up duriag the past few days with a
caatonization plan, I personally do mot share this pessimism.’ I think all this spec-
ulation ias _prﬁptnfi. I may io overly-epsimistic, but I am convinced that the committee
has seen so much of the substance of Jewish life and achievemen$ here that 1% cannot
subscribe to a selution which might in anyway prejudice its fupure. Furthermore, there
is an avarenee§ of the high rate of developement, etz. which argues against an in-

definite trusteseship.

One delegate said the other day to a nevspaperman"Thers must be some finality to
what we doe Wiecan't les this thing dreg on indefinitely. It will get worse #f we
do mot impose a decision which settles matters once and for all.”

I gather that our legal case does not make the most persuasive argumens. People are
inclined to scoff when the Indian delegate begins his cress-examinatioa about who
vas here firsh spdlongess. But $he delegates are impressed by achievement and the
old moral criferiea of what is best for the greatedt number., That is why I am so
hopeful that $he committee goes to the camps-as I think 1% will.

On she vho,lo;,‘jll‘; think it is mmch $o early to speculate. And I have $0ld some of
our correspondents who are evolving sensational dispatches about speculative comment
that most od‘!h‘i"d.ohgatu are sxtremely guarded.

I keep busy, day and might, I spend most of the day with the corresponients at the

_hearings,And in $he evening there is a round of receptions, dinners, etc. Las$
Saturday eveaing, I was hos% to some correspondents and others at a dinner and
dance ia Talpioth. Sunday afternoodn, after the hearing, $wo of us drove %o Tel Aviv
to keep an appointment with Zebulon and his entire family, swimming, dianer and
dance. We were guests of local people, We did not retura to Jerusalem until 2 a.m.
Tuesday evening, the Agency was host at a remsption $o all the overseas press, British
and American, and %o the eantire secretariat, Wednesdsy eveaing, I was host at a
dfnner party and dance at Talpioth for eight correspondents and friefds, Thursday
evening, the Philharmonic pdayed and later there was a reception for she delegates
and others in a private home. And last night, we took the svening off (that is,
eight of us spent the evening quietly at the Bden.) I resmerved today for letter
writing. "

One aversges about five hours sleep. I am looking forward to the meal that I can
eat by myself. Reserve a stool for me at the Chock Full of Nuts along about August 4

Wish best regards &k
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