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May , 1948 

Dear Mr. President: 

Believing as we do that this is an hour of grave crisis for the 
United Nations and also for the United States, we respectfully address 
you concerning the Palestine situation. 

We believe that the Resolution favoring partition as adopted by 
the General Assembly on November 29 provides a solution which is more 
practicable, equitable and capable of administration that the trusteeship 
proposal now sponsored by our g,vernment. This recommendation seeks 
under a new guise and with far less hopes of success to perpetuate a 
mandate over two unwilling peoples in Palestine, which the British govem
ment is now abandoning as utterly unworkable. The logic of the General 
Assembly Resolution in favor of partition 1s now proving itself in practice 
as the only right and hopeful solution for Palestine. • 

The action of our government carries the implication of an abandon
ment of the democratic process in settling international issues. Physical 
force by member nations in the United Nations in any effort to upset the 
decisionft()f the majority appears to have been an important factor in our 
government's change in position. The situation requires understanding, 
firmess and statesmanship. 

We suggest the following program and urge that it be given your 
full support: 

1. Our government should cease its fruitless efforts to impose 
a trusteeship which will involve the use of forces greater than any that might 
have been required to enttorce partition. It should place its authority and 
prestige unequivocally behind the resolution for the establishment of Jewish 
and .Arab States in Palestine. 

2. Immediate action should be taken to protect Jerusalem which is 
part of the spiritual heritage of mankind from the large-scale destruction 
of battle which threatens following the termination of the Mandate. Our 
government should take the initiative to secure the immediate confirmation 
of the Jerusalem Trusteeship Statute. The United States should support the 
formation of a voluntary force contributed by willing ment>er states of the 
United Nations to maintain the truce and restore order in Jerusalem. 

3. The United States should immediately lift the arms embargo and 
' facilitate the flow of arms to Palestine to be used for defense p'tlJ)oses. 

To assure that these arms are not used for aggression, they may be distributed 
through the United Nations Palestine Comndssion. 

4. The United States should now allow the authority of the United 
Nations and its own prestige to be impaired, as they are now being impaired, 
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by aggression of the Arab States in olear violation of the Charter 
and in defiance of the United Nations·. The · United States shbuld take 
leadership in the United Nations in directing these nations withdraw 
their armed nationals from Palestine and to desist from further 
invasion. It should be made clear that · unless this is done, economic 
and diplomatic sanctions and even expulsion from the United Nations 
as provided in the Charter of the United Nations, will be instituted 
against them and will be supporte_d by the United states. A Border 
Commission of the United Nations, comparable with that sent to Greece, 
should be sent to Palestine at once. 

5. Our concern over the failure of the British Government 
to cooperate in carrying out the partition resolution of the General 
Assembly and especially its failure to maintain law and order• which 
responsibility it reserved exclusively unto itself until the termination 
of the Mandate, should be transmitted by our government to the British 
Government. We draw particular attention to ~he responsibility which 
rests on the government of Great Britain to restrain the Arab Legion 
of King Abdullah of Trans-Jordan from any military intervention in the 
affairs of Palestine. This Legion exists only by virtue of a British 
subsidy and is under the command of a British commanding officer. 

Mr. President, it is our conviction that this is an hour no 
less critical for the history of the world than men fasoiat Italy 
.marched with impunity into Ethiopia and set in train consequences which 
led inevitably to world War II. Considerations of justice, of law and 
of our national safety alike reg_uire that affirmativ.e action aloD{lthe 
lines above indicated be taken by our g:>vemment, courageous assertion 
of American leadership , is called for and we hope that we shall not appeal 
to you in vain. 

Respeetfully yours 1 
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Congress of tbt llnittb 6tate1 
J,ouie of l\epreientatibti 

lldbington, ll. <. 

The President 
Bon. George c. llarahall, Secretary- of State 
Hon. John 11'. Srqder, Secretary- of the Treasur7 
Bon. Jaaes Forreatal, Secretary- ot Defense 
Bon. Tom c. CJ.ark, .lttcrll8)" General 
Bon. Jeaae K. Donaldson, Poatmaater General 
Bon. Jullws J.. Xrug, Secretary- ot the Interior 
Bon. Clinton P. Anderson, Secretary ot .Agriculture 
Bon. Charles SalrJer, Secretary" a: CoDlll8rce 
Bon. Lnia: B. Schwellenbach, Secretary' of Labor 

Gentlemen: 

. In the present Palestine crisis atf'ecting so manJ' interests 
vital to the United State■, and the world's hopes tor peace, • 
are constantly being asked tor our Tins and recoaendations, and 
requested to make them known to the Executi ft Department. J.ccord
ingl.7 in the light ot the beat infcraation &Tailable to ue at thia 
time, • state thea here, u we believe that under uiating condi
tions action b7 the -cutin Departaent ia aaat urgent. 

1'e are led to our concluaiona by the cont1nud and accel
erated pace ot the warfare in P&l.eatine, the reported and admitted 
incura:1.one into Palestine on a large scale of' non-Palestinian. Arabs 
recru.ited, trained, financed, eqaipped and led under the otficial. 
auapicea or the neighboring Arab atatea to make war on the Jen, 
IDd the detacto establiablellt ot a Jewish state ill P&leatine. It 
•- clear to ua that the attal DMnt ot a truce under fair cond:1-
tiona which could lead to a pel'lllllent settl81181lt in Palestine, the 
pre■erT&tion of tbe ehrines of the three great religiou.a f&ha in 
Jeruaal.ea and its environs, and the wi:t.hdraal. ot the non-Palestinian 
Arab forces who are now detying the United lationa, rather than the 
unrealistic ettort to get the General .lasembl7 to revern it.elf 
andTOte a truateeahip tor Palestine, 111118t be the three priae 
objectives ot our policy-. To at-.ui theae objectina n beline 
the President should take the following actions 

(1) DiaconMnua the _,argo on the ahipact. ot U'll8 to tbe 
Jewiah -, Ji -tia of the detacto Jniah atate, until a jut talc• 1a 
attained, or until the non-P&leat1n1an force• a.rad b7 the migbbor
iDI Arab at.ates, 11hich contim to receift large aru ahipamta trail 
Great Britain undff •treaty IIIT811181181lta•, are witbirm, and foreign 
u,u are no longer • -factor in tbe Paleatine f'iChtinl• 
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(2) Prem.de tor the participation b7 the United States 
in azq ettectin meas1res to protect Jerua&l.•, aid its environa, 
and to pit these areas under internatidnal control, aa already' 
proposed °b1" the United ltates representatin at the United 
Rations. 

(3) Provide for the suppcrt ot the United States of all 
et.torts which llight be made within the framework of the United 
Nations to app~ au.ch aanctions aa the Charter provides tor in 
order to bring about compliance with the General .las~•• 
Besolution on Palestine. 

Sincerel.1' yours, 




