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S'l'ltIC!LT COD 

11,-. l&r!'y L. Shapii-o 

Ai-thui- Loui-ie 

January JO, 1947 

I had a long and friendly talk with Buxton in Boston on 
Satu,-day. He told me that he had been asked by the new edito,
of the Herald to wi-ite an editorial for the paper on Palestine 
as and when he thought the time appropriate, and he agreed to 
consider writing such an editorial now in connection with the 
diacuaeiou in London. Be continue• warmly BYJIIP@,thetic and ie 
appaNntl7 thinking along the right lines. 

I also arranged for hill to meet with Ben-Borin on the 
occasion of Ben-Horin1a visit to Boston in connection with the 
r .. P .A. ••et ing. 

One piece of information which he gave me has at least a 
historical interest. As thoee of us who were in Switzerland at 

•the time were aware, Sir John Singleton and Jeeley visited 
• Geneva to meet with Philip Hoel-Balcer, who was then there 

repreeenting the Britiah Government in connection with the 
final meetings of the League of lations. Juxton learned fairl7 
recentl7 from one of the Britiah members that at that meeting 
Boel-Jaker stressed the importance of a UD&nimoua repo~t, and 
this probabl.7 was a deciding factor in the attitude of the 
Jritiah members. Joel-Baker undoubtedly was acting on instruc
tions, but apparently the content of the report eventually 
produced came as a shock to the British and blue was attached 
b7 Bevin to Joel-Baker for the manner in which he had carried 
out his mission - a unanimous report was desired but not that 
lcind of a Nport. loel-laker'• subsequent appointment as 
Minister of Air, but without a position in the Oabiyt, ia 
linked, according to Buxton•s information, with the dis
satisfaction produced b7 his handling of thia matter. 

AL:D 
--· 
OCf Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 

lliahu lpstein 
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J Cl>SS OF SERVICE DESIRED \.. 

WESTERN 
CHECK DOMESTIC CAIILI!: 

1207 $ TELEGRAM ORDINARY 

DAY URGENT 
LUTER RATE ACCOUNTING INFORMATION 

SERIAL DEFERRED UNI ON s 
NIGHT NIGHT 

LETTER LmEA 

Patron• ahould check cl- of Nrvic:e TIME FILED 
daaired; otherwise them- will bo f 

tranamitt.ed aa a telecnm or A. N . WILLIAMS 
ordi nary cablqnm. PRESIDENT 

Send the following telegram, ,ubjecl to the term, on back hereof, which are hereby agreed to 

To tLoJM "' ~ Jl ♦A~ _ ___ !'J_-__,<, __ s:._-_c../~)..___/9_ 
< 

Care of or Apt. No. _ __.')..___,'9,_,-t--<"7-)~1\k"--~ .... • =-'~· -,col~t.'----ili\-'--"' ___________________ _ 

Street and No. __ P_""-~.._..ce-·-1c~-·~-----------------------------

Sender' a name and addraa 
(For re/•renc• onlsJ) 

~ 

, ... H 
• 

' ~ 

Sender' a telephone 
number 
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., 

SYMBOLS ' 0.Ass OF SO.VICI ,(44) -
Thia la a fuUute 

DI.• Day 1.eaff 

Telesnm or Cable-

UNION 
NL•Ntaht~ 

C unlaa ha de-
erred charadft la in- LC•DnnndC.W. 

dic:aced by • IUiable NLT•C.W.Nlllici..-apbolaboveOl'pre-
"cildlns che addl-. JOSEPH L. EGAN ' SblpP II s ._ 

PIIUIDDIT 

WESTERN 
. . 

Tbe filiDa time abown m the date line Oil te)epaml anil day letten • STANDARD TDIB a& pomt of onDD. Time of reoeapt • STANDARD TIME at pomt ol ...... 

H30~ PD=NBN NEWYORK NY 14 320P 

DR ABBA HILLEL SILVER= 
THE TEMPLE= 

-
1947 FEB J '1 PM 3 5 I 

FCLLOWING TELEGRAM RECEIVED FROM SHERTOK QUOTE ME WE PROPOSE 
FULL MEETING EXECUTIVE FOURTH MARCH ACTIONS COMMITTEE 

SEVENTH MARC~ BOTH JERUSALEM UNQUOTE= 
LOURIE« 

. SHE RTOK LOURIE• 
THE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE BUOOE8TIONB l"ROM JT8 PATRONS CONCJmNlNO JT8 SERVIOB 



, . 

Jlr. Arthur Louria 
lnlab ·i.enoy for Palu\!M 
11 , th sir .. t 
lew Iork, .I. 

lly dear Ir. Lourie& 

.Fabnar-1 16, 19'7 

I •oul.4 uppnci ta recainng cop7 ot the 
t.elep-aa which aent b-' ti. Conterenoa to the 
Pruidant., and the Pna1dan\' • re 1¥; alao a con 
ot the 1N110n.ndua wbich,you dr \eel to be rehllted 
t,o th• Pn ldent, ud the re,>17 ot the Aaericaa 
le Uh t'iaml\t.. 



R.HINBLANDBR 4-4200 

Woshmglon 
2210 Massachusetts Ave., N.W. 

Washinston 8, D. C. 

~N,m' Y1N~ n,,,n,n n,1J,~n 
THE JEWISH AGENCY FOR PALESTINE 
16 BAST 66TH STREET, NEW YORK 21, N. Y. 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

February 18, 1947 

I enclose a copy of the telegram 
sent by the American Jewish Conference to the 
President and the President's Teply. 

I also enclose a copy of Mr. 
Proskauer 1s reply to the invitation sent him by 
Mr. Monsky. 

AL:NF 
Encls. 

l.OfulOff 
77, Great Russell Street 

London, W.C. 1 

Yours sincerely, 

~ ATthur Lourie 
Director 

p.,;, 
83, Avenue de la Grande Annh 

Parit XVI 

CJ,l, tf dJr,ss JBV AGENCY 

}fflllllHfll 

Post Office Boz 92 
Jenisalem, Palestine 



' ,, • " •. fOof "' IYMl0LI " 0.MIOI'-~. . -,,. ... ,....,_ Dl.•0.,1.-WESTERN 
'r.r! ... - c.w.. 
c:. .......... UNION 

.... ,......__ 
:t HIHllln- LC•iw...al:liill. ...... ~ ........ =~ NLT-c.Ma,-...1.-

A . N . WILLIAMe 

' ... ··- ~ 
~ ~ 

P,11&.ID&NT 

- - •"- - - •- · - _._ __ • ·• • • •·-· · - --•--- - - __ .... -- • - ~ -- 1--•wnaon-11•••-•.,•olorlllD- TlmeolNlllptil8'1'ANDABDTIMSatpolaol1h 11 ■tttoa 

H65 DL PD•NBN NEWYORK NY 19 1124A ttn FEB rq NI 12 IC 
DR ABBA HILLEL SILVER= 

THE TEMPLE= 

FOLLOWING FROM SHERTOK QUOTE JERUSALEM MEMBERS AND ALL OF US 
1£RE UNANIMOUS MEETINGS MUST BE HELD JERUSALEM STOP NO 

QUESTION REGARDING FREEDOM DISCUSS~ON AND DECISION STOP YOUR 
ARGUMENT REGARDING IMPOSSIBILITY OF MEMBERS LEAVE AMERICA 
APPLIES WITH GREATER WEIGHT PALESTINE MEMBERS STOP VIEW 
JERUSALEM MEETINGS DECIDED ~LY AMERICA WEKEND FOR TEN DAYS 
STAY AND RETURN ABOUT MARCH 20 STOP ASSUME SHALL DISCUSS 

TOGETHER NEW YORK ARRANGEMENTS WASHINGTON DURING ABSENCE 
MEMBERS EXECUTIVE REGARDS UNQUOTE• 

LOURIE. 

,:20 LOURIE 
~~ WILL APl'mATa IVGCmftlOK■ nGII 1ft PA'l'IIOJfl OOJfCIIIUflllW m ---



To: 

FROM: 

The Jewish Agency in Palestine 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 

Arthur Lourie 

MEMORANDUM February 19 • 1947 

I am enclosing for your files official text of the memorandum 

submitted on behalf of the Colonial Secretar1, dated February 7, 1947. 

ALalF 
lCncl. 



• • • f ' • 

' 
• 

COLONIAL OFFICE, s.w.1. 

7th February, 1947 

. 
Dear Mr. Linton, 

. The Secretary of State desires me to send 

to you, to be laid before the Executive of the 

Jewish Agency, the enclosed conies of a memorandum 

outlining pro~osals for the future government of 

Palestine. 

This memorandum is uut forward as a basis 

for further negotiation. 

The c·olonial Secretary Md Mr. J3ev1n are 

ready to meet the reuresentatives of t he Jewish 

Agency at their earliest convenience to discuss the 

nro~osals outlined in this memorandum. 

These ~roposals are being communicated 

simultaneously to the Arab Delegations now in London. 

Yours sincerely, 

( Sgd • .) E. R. EDMOrlDS 

The Secretary, 
Jewish Agency for Palestine, 

77 Great Russell Street, W.C.2 
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MEMO!WIDtnf 

1. Article 2 of the Mandate for '!:>alestine defines the resY)onsibilities 
of the mandatory power in the following terms:-

(a) To place the count~r "under such i,olitical, administrative and 
economic conditions as Ydll secure the establishment of the Jewish 
national home, as laid down in the -,,reamble. 11 

(b) To Place the country under such conditions as will "secure the 
development of self-governing institutions". 

(c) To safeguard the civil and religious rights of all the inhabitants 
of ?alestine, irres~ective of race and religion. 

Article 6 of the Uandate, \Vhich deals with Jewish immigration and 
the settlement of the Jews on the land, reads in -oort as follows:-

"The Administration of PaleRtine, while ensuring that the 
rights and Y)Osition of other sections of the Y)O~ulation are not 
nrejudiced, shall facilitate Jewish immigration under suitable 
conditions. 11 

2. During the la.st 25 years, efforts have been made b~r the M~dato!";'r 
Government to associate the ~OY)ulRtion of the country with the Admini~tration, 
but these have invariablir broken down beca,1se it has not been Y)O~~i ble to find • 
a basis of co-oneration accentable to both Arabs and Jews. It has therefore 
not been ~o~~ible to establish nolitical institutions leading towards self
government. 

3. A time has come when development tn the direction of self-government 
can no longer be del~yed. So long as government is im~osed from without, 
neither communi t;r has the incentive to develo·0 that sensn of res·0onsi bili ty 
Without which the two -,..,eo~les in Pale!=ltine cannot live together in harmony. 
Forms of governmnnt mu~t therefore be establi~hed which have their roots in 
the -,.,eo·0le of the count~, and which offer a ·0ros~ ct of full inde·0endence with
in a reasonably ~hort neriod. 

4. To this end it is -r,ro"r)ORed that the -neo·f)le of the countr, shall be 
given a large measure of res-r,onsi bili t~, for local affairs and shall be associ
ated with the central Government as soon as the new ·f)olicy is ..,.,ut into effect; 
that British -r,articination in the Government shall not continue for longer 
than is necessary to effect the transition from Trusteeship to comnl P. te inde
Y)endence; and that a definite time limit shall be fixed for this ·.,,eriod of 
transition. The ..,.,eriod sup,gested is five years. In other words, it is pro- • 
Y)Osed that Hi~ Majesty's Government should admini~ter a five-year Trusteeship 
over Palestine, with the doclared object of ~re..,.,aring the country for 
inde"Oendence. 

-1-
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5. Under these ·l')ro-r:>osals, His Majesty's Government wCJ'uld 'be carrying 
on the obligations which al read~, rest u,..,on them under the Mandate. At the 
same time, they v.o uld be looking forward to an early termination of the Trust, 
and would be acting in full confonnity with the ,..,rovisions of Article 76 of 
the United Nations Charter. 

If it emerged from the nresent discussions that the initiation of 
such a -r:>olicy would command substantial acquiescence from both communities in 
Palestine, interim arrangements in harmony with this pr,lic~, could no cloubt be 
made in advance of it~ formal a·"J)roval b? the United Hations. 

6. The essential feature~ of the YJro·f)osed Trusteeshi 'I) Agreement are 
outlined in the succeeding -r:>aragranhs. 

Local Governmenj 

7. Areas of local admini~tration "ould be delimited in such a wa.v as 
to include in aach a i=;ubstantial majorit:, either of Arabs 1Jr of Jews. To 
the local Admini~trations the central Government would devolve a wide range 
of nowers, legislative, admini~trativP- and financial, including some share in 
responsibilit;r for the 'l)Olice. A~ the local adl'!lini~trativc boundariGs would 
not have the character of State frontL~rs, it would not necessaril:r follow 
that all the Arab or all the J cwi ~h terri tor:.r nP,ed be contiguous. 

8. Sar'eguards ~Rould be ·Tovided for the rights of the Jewish 'l)O-r:>ulation 
in Arab areas and of the Arab nonulation in Jewish area~. The rights of these 
minorities would include:-

(a) Adequate rc'l)resentation in local legislatures; 

(b) A reasonable nro-oortfon of .,,osts in tho local Administration; 

(c) Freedom of religious nractice in accordance with the status quo, 
including the maintrmance of se"l')arnte religious courts for 
matters of ·08rsonal status; 

{d) The right to maintain their O\m educational institutions; 

(e) The right to use their own language in their communications 
with the Adm!ni~tration and in the Courts of Law. 

It would be a special res'l)onsibilit:r of th8 High Commissioner to en
sure the maintenance of thcs8 rights. 

Immigration 

9. The British Delegation oo.nnot accept the contention of the renrescnta-
tives of the Jewish Agenc~r that the rate of Jewish immigration into na1estine 
as a whole should be determined by the Jews alone. Nor can th?:v acce"l')t tho de
mMd of the Arab Delegations that all Jewigh immigration into ale~tine should 
cease forthwith. Thc~r do not contnmYJlate either a settlemP-nt which would bring 
to an end the d13velonmnnt of the Jewish l·iatioMl Home, or the admission of . 
Jewish immigrants without reference to the offect of their entry on the rights 
and .,,o~i tion of the ·f)o-oulat ion of thn count~r. ,An,r ·f)rovi si onf:3 JM.dc for future . ' 

-2-
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• 
Je\viRh illll'!ligration mu~t rest u·0on considorat ion for the well ,cing of ?alest ine 
as a whole. 

10. rnth this end in view the T~ ... usteoshi"!) .Agreement would provide for 
Jewish immigration, at a rate of 4,000 monthly, for a ,,eriod of two ;v~ars. 
This would guarantee the entry of ap~roximately 100,000 additional Jewish 
immigrants. During tho remainder of the T)8riod of Trusteeship, the continuruicc 
of immigration and the rate of entry- \Tould be determined, with due regard to 
the T)rincinle of economic absor~tion car'lc~cit?, by the High Commis~ioner in con
sul tat ion with hii:; Advisor,, Council; and in the event of disagreement the finRl 
decision would rest with an arbitration tribunal a1'Pointed b~r the United Matians. 

l'3nrl Transfers 

11. Control over transfers of land, including the newer to amend the ex-
isting Land Transfers ~cgulations, would be conferred on the local authorities. 

Central Government 

12. The High Commissioner would continue to exorcise su~rcme legislative 
and executive authority. He would, however, endeavour to form an Advisory 
Council so comryosod as to include rcnrosentatives, not onl:1 of the Arab and 
Jewish local Administrations, but also of labour and other organised interests. 
Desryitc this comnosition, it is ~robabl~ that voting in the Advisory Council 
would tend at first to follow communal lines. Since, however, the functions 
of the Council would be advisory and not legislative, the High Commissioner 
would be required to give due nttention to the views of minorities. On the 
conclusion of the Trustcoshi~ Agreement, the Jewish members of the Advisory 
Ceuncil would supercode the Jewish Agency f or Palest i ne as the official channel 
of communication between the Jewish communi t~r and t he High Commissioner. 

13. During the ryeriod of trusteeship, the High Commissioner would intro
duce Palestinians into his Executive Council, and would nrogressively increase 
the -.:rouortion of Palestinian members in that Council . 

• 
14. It would be the dut~r of the central Government to ~timulA.te the 
economic develoum,3nt of the country through the agency of Dcvelonmont Boards 
including both Arab and Jewish members. 

15. The central Government would be ros~onsible for eneuring that a.doquato 
Provision was made b~r the local Administrations for tho enforcement of minimum 
wago rates and conditions of lA.bour. 

Termination of Trusteeshiry N;rcencnt 

16. At the end of four yoa.rs a Constituent Assemblr would be elected. If 
agroomcnt was reached betweon a majority of tho Jewish ro,,rcsnntativos and R 
majority of tho Arab reuroscntA.tivcs in the Constituent Assembly, tho High 
Commissioner would procood forthwith to tAko whatever steps were necessary to 
establish tha institutions of the indoryendent State. 

17. In the event of disagro.oment in tho Constituent Asgcmbly, the various 
drA.fts ryre".>nred for its considoration and the record of its dobatos would bo 
submitted to the fi-ueteoahi~ Council which would bo asked to advise uryon futuro 
'TJrocodui-e. 



• 

, , 

f 

Conclusion 

18. Throughout thn ~riod of mandatory rule in Pa.lc~tine, it h~s boon 
th~ object of His Majesty's Government to l~v tho foundations for M indnnendont 
~alestinian StRto in which Arabg nnd Jews would enjoy equal rights. The state 
of tension botwecn tho two pooplns which hns existed hitherto hRs continuru.ly 
thwro-ted the attcm'1ts of the mandator:.r no,vor to 'l')rograss towards this end. His .., 
Majest~r 1s Government arc not ~renarcd to continue indnfinitcly to govern Pales
tine thcmsclv0s merP-ly bccRusc Arabs and Jews cannot agroo u~on the means of 
sharing its government between them. The ~ro~osals contained in tho '1rcsent 
Mcmorn.ndum are designed to give the two PCO'l')los an opnortunity of demonstrating 
their abilit~ to work togothor for tho good of Pale~tino as~ whole and so 
Providing a stable foundation for an indo'l')ondont State. 

• • * • • • * • • * • 



To: 

FROM: 

The Jewish Agency for Palestine 

MEMORANDUM 

February 26, 1947 
The Members of the American Section 

of the Execu.tive 

Arthur .Lourie 

' I attach an e7change of correspondence between Traffor~ 
Smith of the Colonial Office and Mr. Linton of the Lon.don Office 
of the lxecu.tive regarding the represe!tation of the Jewiah Agency 
at the recent discussions in Londqn. , 

AL&IF 



.,. 

. 
You. may ~emember that, at the early st~ea of the ts.lks now go1~ 

on, I asked you over the telephone to let me know whether your :repre. 
aentatives were apiearing in their capacity as the Executive elected by 
the General Council of the Zionist Organisation or whether they were 
repreaenti~ the Executive of the Jewish Agency. You told me that both 
bodies were now virtually identical in membership, but that the present 
talks would of course be as .o!"iginally planned with the Executive of tb.e 
J:ewisb Agency. , • ' 

f, 

. As 1 a matte~ of interest, I should to know how this affects 
the principle hitherto maintained that there eh0uld be non-Zionist members 
of the Bxecutive of the , Jewish Agency. You wi11 ·n.o doubt have a coy of 
the P.a~~etine Sµrvey handy for reference. On pa&ea 909-911 of the second 
volume, the whole history of the Agenoy and its enlargemeijt to include non
Zionist rep~esentativea is .set out, and the concluding position the~e 1• 

• that the Agency ixecutive includes t~ee non-Zionists in addition to ~11 
members of t~e Zionist -Executive. 

, •, I should be gla 
exactly what the present 
sentation. 

,. 



C O P Y 

Trafford Smith, Esq., 
Colonial Office, 
Downing Street, S.W.1. 

Dear Trafford Smithi 

21st February, 1947. 

Thank you for your letter of the 12th February. The members of the Executive who 
participated in the info~ma.l talks just concluded represented the Executive of the 
Jewish Agency for Palestine. The position of the non-Zionist representatives on the 
Jewish Agency Executive is as follows: 

The Council of the Jewish Agency at its lest meeting in 1937 elected five mem
bers to represent the non-Zionists on the Executive. They were: Dr. M. B. Hexter, 
Dr. A. Ruppin, Dr. W. Senator, Mrs. R. Jacobs, and D~. M. J. Karpf. The first three 
resided in Jerusalem, a.nd took part in the meetings and in the work of the Agency 
Executive there - Dr. P.uppin until his death in January 1943, Dr. Senator until his 
Tesignation at the end of 1945, (his place is being kept open), and Dr. Hexter until 
he resumed permanent residence in the United States. 

The Va1ad Leumi (Jewish ational Cow1cil) which was, one of the constituent 
bodies on the non-Zionist side of the Jewish Agency, is closely associated with the 
Executive through the attendance of two of its representatives at meetings of the 
Executive of the Jewish Agency in Jerusalem. 

During the war no new election coul d be held, as the Council of the J'ewish Agency 
could not meet; the Zionist Congress was in the same position. Though it proved pos
sible to convene a meeting of the Zionist OongTess last December, there were many dif
ficulties connected with any similar step as rega ds the Agency Council. Some of the 
Jewish communities which were represented in the Council of the Jewish Agency ere no 
longer in a position to be represented at all (e. g. Latvia and Lithuania - now 
included in the Union of Soviet Socialist Republ ics); others have been totally or 
partially destroyed (e.g. Germany, Austria, Poland, Yugoslavia); others again are 
only now beginning to rebuild their lives and re-establish their comnn1nal institu
tions. Several members of the Council died during the war, and in the United State,, 
where the oembers of the non-Zionist secticn of the Agency Council weTe mostly 
elected ad personam, several leading Jews who played a prominent part in the inttial 
stages of \1- _formation of the enlarged Jewish Agency are no longer alive. 

The Executive are considering the whole question of reconstituting the non
Zionist representation on the Jewish Agency. They are already in touch ith the 
Board of Deputies of British Jews, the Agudas Israel, and other organisations on 
the subject. It is contemplated to call a meeting of the Council of the Jewish 
Agency as soon as an outline scheme for ~elating the organisation of the non-Zionist 
section of the Agency with the post~war situation has been worked out as a result of 
theae discussions, but you will appreciate that there are still difficulties to be 
ov,rcome and problem, to be solven before that can happen. 

Very sincerely 

/s/ J. Linton 



To: 

FROM: 

The Jewish Agency in Palestine 

. ' 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 

Arthu,. Lou,..ie 

MEMORANDUM 

March 6. 1947 

You may be interested to have the following descri?tion which 
was given me of Mr. Douglas, the new Ambassador to Great :Sri ta.in: 

Be feels very warmly towards the British; at the s~~e time, in 
conversation. he will no doubt show himself very indignant about 

the Jewish situation. He is unlikely. however, to do anything about 
it. If ordered to take a specific line he iill undoubtedly carry 
out his instructions. 

!y way of summary, he was described to me as ·the'~e~fect 
politician." 

AL:NF 



To: 

FROM: 

The Jewish Agency in Palestine 

MEMORANDUM 

March 6, 1947 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silve~ 

Nina Franklin (Sec-retary to M,.. Lourie) 

Mrs. MaT"Vin Lowenthal called this morning when Mr. 
Lourie was out of the office a.nd asked me to convey the 
following message to you: 

1. Mr. Lowenthal has informed her, by cable of March 4, 
that he is at present staying with an Arab family called 
Abuzalleff Addiffa. He has asked that when you arrive in 
Je'J"'Uaalem you be good enough to be in touch with Homer 

• Bigart of the lierald-T;ibune, who ~ill be in a position to 
assist you in contacting Mr. Lowenthal. 

2. Mr. Lowenthal had o~iginally intended to take a boat 
from Palestine on March 12 and to stop off ia Eu'rope; 
however, he will now not be leaving until March 28, on 
which date he will sail on the Ame~ice. for France. 

_. M~s. Lo~enthal had also given me a some hat de
tailed account of his activities in Palestine and we f~lt 
that it would be best that vhe write to you directly 
regarding these matters. which she is doing today. 

nf 

... 





The Jewish Agency for ~alestine 

MEMORANDUM 

To: The Members of the .American Section of the Executive 

FROM: Arthur ' Lourie 

April 9, 1947 . 

I enclose an extract of a let t er from Dr. Xahany, dated April 3, 1947, 
in which he refers to the Jewish Agency applic tion t o the mmsco for con
sultative etatus as a non-governmental organi zation. 

AL:NF 
Encl • . . 



.~: :\ 
t ' -~A. Qrigtp of· ow: apnlica;tion. The ori.gin of o~r application was a. memorandum 

submitted by the Executive of ,the Jewish Agency for .Palestine 1n April 1946 to 
the Speoia.1 -Colnrnittee ·on Refugees and Visplaced Persons bf the UN meeting in 
Londo~ in Apr11~i1ay 1946. This memorand'Uln asked in ite final paragraph 1.a. 
that the Jewish Agency may be gi·anted. ·.a consult'ative · s.t?..tus with the Economic and ' 
Socia.l Coµncil whenever and wherever the· question o! Jewish ~efugees and displ ced 
persons ~ill be diaou~sed by. the .UN. • 'In .August 1946.we then received (both in 
London and in Me,-, Yor~ )fi-om the Secret.ariat of the UM a questionna.tre to be filled 
·up by those "non-{;overnme~tal" o:t?ganisatioils which desire to apply for a consul tativ;e 
status with the ES-Co1.ll1cii' 'in accordance with Art. 71 of t !1e ChP. .. rter. We filled U!) 

• 
1 this questionatre in !few York and sent it to the w~secretariat together wi~h five 

• • copies of the nemc>'r ndUl!l of tne· Jewish Agency o'f April · 1946 submitted "reviously to 
,the snecie,l Com1nittee on Ref. a.nd Dis-ol a ced ·oersons (co-ryies of this auestion .ire· 
;3,nd. of the ~.nsw·ers given ,to it · as well 8 ,$ of- the relevant memorandi.tra -◊f the Jewish 
Agency 0.re· in the fil'es of Olli' 1i!'ew' York office and rk"\Ve been sent also at th, .t time 
both to ou.1· offices in London and in Jeru,se,lem ncl to the members of the -xecutive 
m·eetinc in ?~,ris). • 

. :S .Im·oo:rtance of the consult ,tiv:e sta.tus .. Under Art. 4 of . the Palestine ·?~,nd te 
we nre rec'ognised s u.~. ·9ublic bod;: for the .'.. ur~)0Se of ~a.vising and co-o:_Jeri:iting ~ 
the 1 dr1i riist'r~tion O- J.:i~lestine •..•. so lori-e as our orgtnis t~on. ~nd, constitution ~ 
in the o,Jinion of tie 1!0,ndatori e·s .}ro·:)riate. u The sta.tus thus given is one vis-a-vis 
of the nandatory Fower in Palestine and let;; 11? - contre.ry to whr .t w ,s c,ener lly be-

.. • lieved in. our . "informed c;:ua.rters 11 - we. :never he.a. a,ny s::, ecial st tus - in F~ field -
~s f::,. .r B.-s · t he League of li tions was c9ncerned. All. vie . have ~.chieved with tbe L.o. K.- • 
and we have chieved a· lot - w~.s . done without PnJ __ ind of recogn'.i tion de ,ju.re. I 

; . 

• heve exolained .t his e.lreac1y in for;mer memos. :.Sut while the ?ales tine I~ndate w--s e.t - ~· ' ., '.Lettst effectively "Jl .ced' unc.er the control of the 1.0.}{. there ·1s • so fer no such 
leg~1 si twtion .wi.th :the U ·T. 

1

Therc1 is howeV'er - end this was not the c~.se v1i t h the 
L~o.i". ' s Covenant w:t.ich .knew onl;r r.nd exclusivel? .st tes - a, p roi/:i.,iion ,in the Carter . 
of the Ull (11.rt. ·.71) introdu.cing .. :t.he ..9os•sibility of consultation"w:l.th 1ntertlf'tional 
end nati~112..l "n.on-governments.1 11 or.ge.nis 'tio. s for matters which in t):le compe tence of 
, the Economic nd Social Council . -. am.=t 'for suet matters only • . IJ. tb.erefore a body like •• 

. the Jewish gency des'ires to lwV'e 'i:it le~.s t '.· the same rights as are. given to other 
:, ffnon-governmental 11 bodies .ahe only we,y to ge t it is · to PP.lY for the consultat·ive 

st~.tus ·undel' Art. 71 of the ·cha.'tter. • In ·doing so ,we .had of course to ariue ~t we 
,are ~-.l'.J. interne.tional orga.nisa:tion ~ qliite a;-par,t .. 'our'· s~atU$ .res'Ul t ·iµg from Art. 4 0 ,, ' • • I •.. , ,, ' ' , tlie Pale.stine t1anc¼te .... being· cot!r_9e1sed .of ':brariehee· g:nd members who aJ"e · ci ti~ens 6t 
all the vario1.l.s countries ,of the :. worlq. with ,fi scope Which is ~s -internat1oneJ in its · 
charpcter s the 'Jewi~h:,problem is ' a.nd. with .. speci;f'ic and very intportant :i.nt.erests to 
we,tch which e,re quite clearly within the competence of t·he· ES-Council~ . On ,the other 

• si?-e I think thei~e is no need t .o .state how im-)ort.ant ·for us :Lt ia ·, especially in the . 1 • : 
:present situation, to hav~ at leas~· the same intern ti,ona~ ·recognition (from .the UN . . . • : 
as may · have other Je,.,ish orga,;ni$ations_, • • . . • • • •' ' 



ARTHUR LOURIE April 10, 19'7 

DR. ABBA HILLEL SILVER 

Dear Kr. Louriea 

In reply to the cable dated April 9 ot the ExecutiTe 

at the Jewi1h Agency requesting the Tote ot the American member• Oil 

the place of meeting, I Tot• in favor ot holding the meeting ill the 

United Stat••• 

Very aincerely yours, 

AHS1BI 



~ cv.ss or SERVICE DESIRED '-

WESTERN"·' 
CHECK ' DOMESTIC CABLE 

$ TELEGRAM ORDINARY 

DAY URGENT 
ACCOUNTl·NG INFORMATION LETTER RATE 

SERIAL OEF'ERRED UNI ON s 
NIGHT NIGHT 

LETTER LmER 
TIME FILED 

Patron• should check clua of •rvice 
f desired : othtrwise the ,neaage will be 

transmitted as n. telegnrn or A . N . WILLIAMS 
ordinary cablegram. PREGIDENT • 

' Send the following telegram. auhJect lo the term, on back, hereof. which are hereby agreed to 

ARTHUR LOURIE To, ___ ~....;;;._.;;;._~_;,,_--'--:.........------------------
__ 5_-_15_-4_7 ____ /9_ 

Care of or Apt. No. JfflSH AGENCY FOR PAI,FSTIIE 

Street and No. 16 I. 66th Street 

Pfucae~~B~e~w_Y~o~r~k~,L-.:;;B~•~I~•.;_ _________________________ _ 

PLEASE TELEPHONE INDIAN AMBASSADOR III REGRETS AT BEING UNABLE TO 

ATTEND RECEPTION. 

Sender's name and address 
(For reference only) 

SILVER 

Sender's telephone 
number 



• 

r. Arthur Lourie . 
The Jewish Agency for Palestine 
16 E. 66th Street 
New York 21, H.Y. 

lly dear Mr. Louriet 

Kay 21, 19,7 

• Prom Mr. Isador s. Turover, ot Ylasbin0 ton, I learned 
the tollowinga 

•1 huten to advise you ot same good tidings by maQa 
ot this note alter having tried to W1succe11tully reach you in Hew 
Yorks 

•.1 good triend ot a1ne in the Yugoslay Embasay just called 
to advise ,.n oontidence that the I. Gove;,uaent will •?t>Oint en the UR 
Co:nmisaion a pro-Zionilt 1n place ot Moshe Paper, originally seleoted., 
who wa1 a rabid anti-Zionist. I have also gained the iapression that a 
warmer wind ls blowing from the East.• 

I thought that you might wish to have t:q18 intoraation. 

I believe that Mr. Trygye Li• should be seen betore llay 28 
and 11lpre11ed with the necesaity of favorable action upoa the application 
which we made. Inasmuch ae next Monday ii Ioa Tov, we should hold our 
meeting next Tues.day aornill&• 

Please let me know who is leaving for Paleatine in the 
n xt tew days. I should like to send some mes sag ea by hand to so• 
people there. 

11th all good wishes, 1 remain 

Ver., cordially yours, 

AHSa~ 



To: 

The Jewish Agency for Palestine 

MEMORANDUM 

J1aJ 28, 1~ 
lleabere of th• Aaerloaa leclloa of tile J:DoatiTe 

an4 the ltaft • 

FRo.M: Arthur Levie 

!he follow~ appear• in a letter :troa Bqo Talea,1n, Chail"IIP 
of the Swe41ah Zioa111. A••ociatton, to Ir. rran.1 bta, kt.S. lfa7 221 . . 

"And, a• \o SaJMl•troa, one of • our ChaTeria, 
Dr. Joaef Jiachler, .vho know• hi•, leacri'be• 
hill aa •neither pro..Jeri1h •r pro-lionlat.• 
Jl1• appoiaaeat, oo~•quntl7~ 1~ re,rettable.• 



To: 

FROM: 

The Jewish Agency for Palestine 

Dr. Abba Hillel SilTer 

Arthur Lourie 

MEMORANDUM 

Mq 28, 1947 

1. .1n appointaent baa been arra!lged for Dr. lleumann to eee Mr. 
Lie this afternoon. 

2. Re Gerold Franks Aftor further diecuaaion with Mr. Shertok, 
1t baa been agreed that Gerold should accompaD7 the Co11111ttee 
abroad. The .lgency will be re1pons1ble for expenaea, n:clua1Te 
of aal.ar7. 

:,. llep.r4ing the telegram fro• Palestine about a propoae4 ahekel 
caapaip, I underetand that the Shekel Comittee ha• been 
41■ao1Ted and co11ld be reconatitu.ted onl.1 on a direction from 
the lxecutive here • 

.AL:11 



Mr. Arthur Lourie 
Jewish Agency for Palestine 
16 E. 66th Street 
New York 21, N.Y. 

My dear Mr. Lourie' 

May 29, 1947 

Referring to your memorandum ot May 28, l would suggest 
that you write in the name of the Executive here to the chairman 
of the ~hekel Committee reLiuesting him to contact the various 
parties and call for an early organization meeting for a new Shekel 
Committee. 

In connection with the memorandum on 1r. Hoo which I 
sent you, you might be interested to have someone bring to hia 
attention the enclosed statement or Dr. Sun Yat-Sen on Zionism. 

The Cuban representative to the UN, I un'ltrs t and, was 
rather hostile. In cultivating the UN delegation for next 
September, the enclosed resolution of the Senate of Cuba of 1945 
may prove helpful. 

W.i th all good r;ishes, I remain 

Ver cordially yours, 

AHS:BK 

I, , 



To: 

FROM: 

The Jewish Agency ·for Palestine 

MEMORANDUM 

Mq 29. 1947 
M•bera of the Aaerican Section of the kecu.t1Te 

Arihur Lourie 

I encloae a cop7 of a ■eaoraD.d:ml which I ha.Te rece1Ted 
fr011 Ir. D. Boro"1\1 of the ~coualc Department of the Jewi1h 
jgenc7 in !el--1T1T, vhicll 7011 -.y fhul of 1:atereat. 

ALID 
Incl. 



Tel-Aviv, 14th May. 1947 /DE/Sil /8 

R1c:QQNVZRSION IN PAI@STINZ 

Two years passed since the termination of the war. Palestine, like 
other countries engE'€ed in the w~ effort, has been confronted durinc those t,,,o 
years with the tremendous to.sl-: of l:_"eP..djustment of its economy g~~red · to the war 
effort. to requir~ments of :,eace. !Lbis task seemed to be ·,orticull'rly difficult 
in Pales tine in vie"' of some :,eculia.r conditions under which this re-conversion 
had to take place. 

(a) The economy of Jewish Pnlestine ,-ms com:,letely gea.r~d to the war effort. 
Some 35~ of its industry ,-,ere directly enr,loyed in su]?ply of the armed forces; the 
value of these sup·1lies at the end of the ,,,ar reached ~o~e LP. 35 - 40 million. 
Indus try expanded under the :1ressure and stress of ,.,ar rec,_u.:rements. This e~
pansion can be s}:lown in some strikine inst~ces, as, e.g., in the case of the 
textile industry in which the number of both s:,indles ~nd looms increased during 
the war fivefold. llhole industries were est~blished in response to the exigencies 
of the ,-,ar effort, nnd. the usual prediction of experts was that these so-called 
mushroom growths would hardly have any prospect of surviving the !)articular kind 
of prosperity resulting from wrr-conditions. 

(b) In contra-distinction to 1lestern countries, Palestine carried into effect 
this grent e~nnsion of production in an unorganised economy in which inflation re
sulted in soaring ,rices and the_vicious spiral of wn.ges and prices. These par
ticular conditions prevailed in the whole of the Middle East. Eo,,rever, in no other 
country of the Middle ~nst does industry which is exposed directly to foreign com
petitio~ occupy such an important position in the economic life of the country as 
in falestine. At present, it is res~onsible for 23% of the national income of the 
country. 

'Cc)_ Palestine economy has not only the purpose Md task of preserving its. 
equilibrium and safeguarding the stnnd~xd of life of its population. It is a dy
namic nnd expanding economy ,,,1th the clear objective of absorbing new innigrat ion. 
J?uring the yen.rs 194.5 nnc1. 1946 31,000 Jewish ir.unigrr1ts uere absorbed in the country, 
and this task · of absor~tion was successfully solved on top of the task of demobiliz
ing almo st 26,000 men and women in the armed forces. ,-,hich ,-,as carried into effect 
at a muc~'l ~uicker pace thnn in other count~ies participating in the war. 

(d) 'lhe adjustment of Palestine economy to these neees took plac~ under ex
tremely difficult and adverse :,oli tical conditions H!1ich could hot remo:1 n without 
repercussions on the economic iife of the country. Restriction of im.~igration, 
political difficulties, terror, reprisnls, martial la,, Arf\b boycott, curfew -
all these fornidable obstructions h8d to be overcome, in order to maintrm the econo
mic life of the ·country and to rendjust it to new conditions of peace in the face 

of all these trials and tribulntions. 

(e) While in other countries the task of nost-~o.r reconstruction is considered ., 
as the main pu.r:oose of the Government in the period of transition, and al 1 endeavors 
of the Government are directed towards this encl, the Palestine Government uas in
different to this aspect of the problem and concentrated its ~ctivities mainly on 
the prevention of immigrntion and the mai~tenance of the political status quo. 

1'he question arises whetaer Palestine economy can weather the storm of 
adverse political conditions and, at the same time, cope with the.task of readjust
ment to pence conditions without endangering its character as a dynninic body intent 
on economic expansion, developnent, Nld abso~ption of immigration. 

From this :".)oint of vieN the economic life of the country must be subjected 
to three main tests which should provide a conclusive answer to this question. 
'rhese three most important tests are: 

(n) Re-eauipment and investment. The machinery of production in Pru.estine has be
~ome to a certdn e:--:t ent ,-,orn out by the ,·.rar effort and obsolete by new technical 
develo:nents of production in other countries. Du.ring the war years a large backlog 
of building developed owing to necessary building restrictions, as man-power had to 
be diverted to the most essential wBr ~asks. 

The dynl1llic trends and !)Urposes of Po.l.e ~tine economy make edditonal in
vestment in new ent~rprises imperative. Absorption of immi{;rntion would be impos
sible without extension of the basis of Palestine economy by new investment • 

. (b) Proc1uction. Military orders h:3.Cl duindled into insignificance nfter the ter
mina.t ion of the wn.r md ce~..aed nlmost completely nt the present junctul'e. 1he crucial 
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question is uhether produ~tion could 9e more .or lesz maintained under the new 
conditions, whether i}'.ldustry w~.s really a mush.room grO\·rth, wi,.ether its expan
sion was justified or not. The developnent of industriril production and con
struction should yrovide a conclusive re,ly to this question. 

(c) Employment. !mployment and m1cmploymcnt indices should indicate to ,-,hat 
extent the labour fqrce is kept in full em!)loyment and to vhat e:rtent the 
labour force is kept in full em~loymen~ ~~d to whnt extent the access of DO'P
ulation through immigratiin ~nd entrance of ~outh into economic life is being 
~bsorbed in the .economy of the country. 

Investment and Re-eaui~ent. 

:aequipnent is proceeding e.t a rapid pace. The volume of purchases 
from Fl.broad i~ ex,anding rapiclly in com=1arison with the war · :,eriod. ntus, 
imports reached in 1946 the very lrrge amount of LP. 70,432,000 (excl. petrol 
products: LP. 57,689,000), in co:npa.rison ,,,ith LP. 11,357,000 in 1938, while 
imports of industrial c'nd agricultural equi~~ent (machinery) Rlone amounted 
to LP. 2,908.000. These figures are illuminating in conpnrison ··i. th the war 
years:-

IMPORTS OF MAQEilmRY 

1939 
1940 
1941 
1942 
:t.943 
1944 
1945 
1946 

LP. 916~282 

- - - - --- -

483,281 
282~695 
J80~22J 
)35~381 

.. 817~419 
'694~131 

2,908,270 

Of cour~e, these ,.figures have to be r 8adjusted in vie" of the rise of 
prices, ~d the physicnl. ,,olume of imports in 1946 wns only 117% (excl. diamonds) 
in c9t1~1~,rison with 1939 • 100. However, it s :10 · lc1. be borne in mind that the 
aver nee volume of im:.)orts durinr, the rrx ,erioc wo.s only about 50% of the vol
ume in 1939. 

. . 
The srone trend is indicn.ted by the dis t ribution of KR and K:a, gift 

dollar allocations for the ~urchase of ca~ital goods in .America. The 
follouing t:i.ble shO\·rs these allocations for the :rert:cs 1945, 1946, and 1947, 
as far as available. :-

suns OF USA$ TRANS:?:BR.JD 

194.5 Jan. 1947 Feb. 1947 1-Inrch Total 
& 19~7 

i246 
Industry 1,937,983 505.133 l,050r593 236,620 J,7JO,J29 

llar Surpluses 660?385 - - 660!385 

.Agriculture 2,646,888 392,469 29J,48J 35.650 J,J68,490 

Building Materials J90!000 900 390,900 

Trans,ort 146,ooo 420,000 72,225 10,350 648,575 . 

Orders of J.A. 3.30,000 6,.000 - 191 •. 760 527?760 

Miscellaneous 107, 08,5 - 1,190 - 747,;80 

TOT.AL 6.218.3411,323.602 1,418,391 747,JSO 9,J4J,714 
====&=================================================c=== 

!Lb!s tnble shows . thnt in 1947 there was a very pronounced acceleration 
of the !)ace of re-eciuipnent in s!)i te of the aggravation of the ~)oli tical 
situation in this period. 9f course, t~e~e allocations helped greatly in 
the re-equi).:tDent of Palestine industry and ogriculture by smooth sup~ly of 
machinery and raw materials. 
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.Another in~ort~nt indication is the sco·1e nnd structure of investment 
in Palestine in th~ ye~ 1946 as sho,·rn in the f~llowinB table:-

JZJlSH IlNJ§Tif"l~S IN PAI,?:STI:ts: IN 1946 

J3RAlTCH OF Il~S~'l' 

a) Net purchases of land by Jews from Non-Jews 

(in ~P. 1000) 

l,J.50 

10,000 

3,000 

b) Urban building 

c) ~~ricultural investment of National Funds 

d) Industry 

e) Trans,ort etc. 

20;500 ______ .. __ _ 

The two indications - re-equi:9ment nncl inve~tment - can hnrdly be treat
ed ser,arr.tely, as it ,.,ill be im~1ossible to gauge which :9a.:-t of investment reP
resents re'l')lacenent of obsolete nachinery ~.nd Hhi9h com:,letely ne,-1 enterprise. 

The r,rocess of investment is a dyna~ic one. Dat~ for a definite and 
closed period do not sufficiently s:1ow the tren(1. of development. Yet t:1at 
this trend is e;at~1.ering monentun can be s:1.own in three inst Mees: in industry 
wl1ere not only nctu?l investment alrerd: effected is taken into acgount but 
also :rros:1ects and :r,otentials in ~;;ricul ture , r:1.ere a 11articuL:1r ~roject is 
taken to illustrate the tre.ncl of develo~ment, Md in building if figures for 
1946 are comJ>Pred \ti th those already availc1,ble for 1947. 

AGRICULTU"R:z. 

During the last tuo years lnnd ,-,as ::,urcl1ased by Jewish institutions in 
spite of restrictions iml)osed by the i'l:1ite Pn.11er ~1ol icy, as may be seen from 
the following figures :-

L.~"D IN POSS!JS SION 07 J'"':IiISH }.ATI OU+\L FUND 

At the end of 1944 

" n " II 1945 

n September 1946 

7.59, 100 dunums 

817,000 

865,000 

n 

ti 

The rehabilit~tion of citrus groves by nore careful cultivation is 
reflected in increased exports, E'.s may be seen from the follO\·ring datn com
Jnring exports in the three last seasons :-

In 1944/45 
In 1945/4€. 
In 1946/47 

2.75 million cases 
5.25 million cases 

8.5 - 9 nillion cases 

Zxpansion . of Jeuis:1 ri.gricul ture tool: :'.)lace not only through ~rc'hase 
of new lancl but simultnneously through better utilization of nre~.s alre~.cly in 
Je1irisl1 !)Ossession. ~~ irrigated aren in mixed farming (ci tricul turc ex~luded) 
has · been increased from about 40,000 dunums in 19)9 to aboui lJO, 000 dunums 
(:32, 000 acres) in 1946. Amelioratio~1 of soil mn.cle considerable :9rogr~~~• New 
e::q,e~iments, such as utilization of barrenmd desert soil in the Negev, blench
ing of saline soil near the Dead SP-n, and recl~mation of stony h~ll soil mo.de 
considerable ~)rocress. Of course, this l::.nd of investment can be made only b7 
!)revision of !)Ublic funds, a.s a pro::,ortion of such investr:ient i:m.st be written 
off nnd considered in tems of national. colonisation and npt of inmedi~te profits 
and dividends. • 

New colonisation undertaken in this ~eriod of tirae WM most snectaculnr •. - . . 
Not less than 3J settle;.1ents uere cstRblished during the last t,,,o yeBrs, a con- ; 
slderable proportion of tl1er.1 in nrel:'.s ~11 the:rto ~lmost untouched by Jewish coloni
sation, such ns the Neg.ov, the northermost !)ro-t of Pnlestine, etc. Neu settle
ments established were distributed e.ccording to area P.s follows :-
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Galilee 8 settlements 
Valley of J3eisan l II 

Plain of Zevulun 2 " 
Sllmnria 1 n --·- ---· 6 Sharon 11 

louthorn Coast al Plain 8 II 

Negev 4 II 

Judea ) " 
JJ settlements 

Negev 

A strikine exam:,1le of develO!lllt?nt in the field of agricul'turnl coloni
sation is the ne,-, development in the Negev. 

. ·----· -

lies in 
future. 

niis - colonis~tt~n_ venture· 1s i.n ~ ts ince~)tion~ an~ its ma~n ii°iiportanc& _. 
tho opon1ng ·up of now areas for Jewish colonisation in Palestine in the 

The settlement took place mainly in.the Beersheba and Gaza. sub-districte. 

~e Beersheba.sub-district comprises, ac~ording to Government sources. 
an ereP, of 12,5?7 sq kms., of which 10573 Sfl.l:J:1s. are clru;~ed by Government as 
entirely uncultivable. At the "Hiddle 3ast Aericulturo.l Development Conference" 
convened in Cairo in 1ebruary 1944 by the IIidc1le ~ast Sup·,ly Centre, the area 
was described by the representative of the Palestine Government, Mr. 13. A. 
Lo,·re, ns follows :-•) 

11 The arefl, of the sub-district is s0me 12,500 squDre kilo
metres or a;.)proximP,tel:, one h?.lf of the area of Pru.e - tine, but 
owing to ~)hysical disadvant .:i,ges it only sup~!orts a ponulntion 
estirne.ted at about 80,000, or ~bout one t ·renty-fifth of the total 
·t1opu.lation of the country. Apart froi-:1 four recently estr1.blisled 
Je,·1ish settlements and the trr'ders of :Beersheba to,in, the area 
is inhabited only_ by l'foma.c1ic 3eduin w~10 live in tents and wander 
over wide or limited nr~P,s in accordAAce with the productivity 
or otherwise of their lnnds and the :')resence or i,.bsence of scanty 
grazing for the animr.ls. These ]eclouin are not strictly confined 
to the boundaries of the d~stricti ~nd mnny of them more north
,-,ards tem::-,orurily in~o nore fertile areas at hnrve~t time when 
they assist the settled fellahin in gathering crops in return 
for a share of grain. At the sru:ie time, they obtain rough 
browsing and grnzinc for their n.nim?.ls during su.nmer H~1en the 
:Beersheba c.1istrict is virtually n desert. 11 

-
"The area under cultivntion is esti:!lated to be ~bout 

750,000 du?lUJDs, or 75,000 hectares, equivalent to a little less 
that 200,000 acres, • 1·'hich su::_,~-,orts n :-:,o:mlnt ion believed to be 
approximately 80,000. 11 

"It seems unlikely thn.t nny farmer would uillingly seek 
so inhospitn.ble and difficult_a country to cultivate." 

' In the area thus described 12 Jewish settlements were estab-
lished in the years 1946 and 1947, in a.c1di 11.on to 5 settlements which ha.cl 
previously been est?blished. These settl 0 ments cover M area of 90,000 dl.UlUIUI 
ap,roximately, hitherto either uncultivnted, or cultivated in a very primi-
tive ~,q. The establishment of t!1ese settlements \·ms prompted to a great . 
extent by promising results of e7.periments in the ,rcviously established settle
ments. 

Three settlements were est?:blished in :J.944 for the main purpose of 
studying the conditions in the Negev and ex:,erimenting with net, methods 
of dry farming as \fell as with irrigated crops. !lbe results obtained in the 
"Experimental Settlementsn showed thnt by proper cultivation methods the 
average yields of dry f nrming could be doubled in com:::,arison ,-,i th the yields 
previov.sly obtained by local cultivnt.ors. The irrigation experiments showed 
that intensive rotations could be used in the Negev, provided that sufficient 
quantities of ,te.ter be t\t. the dis,osal of the farmers. At ,resent, the \fater 
situation is most difficult, not only for agricultural ~poses, but also for 
domestic use acd drinking. 

•> 3.A. L~ie: ''Dry Farr1ine; in the !eershob~ District of Palestine" ~n "Agri
cultural Report No. 6, !he Proceeding; of the Oon:ference on Middle East 
Acricultu.rol Developnent,n Cniro, Feb. ?-10, 1944, PP• 29, JO, JJ. 
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As to the pros!)ects of finding wnter the following remarks by Kr. ?,Qwe 
in the Minutes of the Conference on ?-Iiddle Enst Agricul turru. Developnent • are 
illuminc~ting :-•' . 

"In view of the rnr.>id development of irrig_ation else,·rhere 
in Palestine, of methods of obtaining Pater economically from 
eren.t depths and of }Jumping o.nc1. lending ,,,ater. from distant sources, 
the pos~ibilitics of irrigt1.tion in this area of scanty and. un
reliable rainfall are of speculative interest. It must be recorded, 
however, that the evidence wo far available is un::,romisine, Good 
supi:,lies of w~ter have ~ot been found or the w.i.ter found hM proved 
too saline to be of agricultural vril.ue. 11 

11 Thus, p~st evidence and present indic~.tions offer little 
hope of im!)rovement in :Seers:1eba by an increRse in lw.ter availe.ble 
for agriculture. 11 

In spite of this unpronisint.: outlook the work of ,-.rater prospecting 
,ia.s undertaken and considerable successes uere 0.chicved. Wells were bored in 
t,-,o Jevis:1. settlenents on land belonging to the Jewish Nat::.onal Fund - at 
Nir Am and Gvar Am settler.tents - and uater Hr-.s struc~: at a. de:,th of 110-140 
metres, 

Further trials ,roved that a co!lsiderable ru-:1ount of wnter could b~ 
~umped at these places and bo :,ut ' nt the dis~osa.l of the barren southern areas, 
With this object in view a com~1renensi ve ,1nter sU!)::,ly scheme \'rr.ts :)repared. 

-
Obviously, the future of t:1.c ,-,hole schene will de:rend on U<'.ter su,:):J.y. 

This colonisation venture r:1ay hrwo rJ.ttost unl,imi te~ possibili tics if a ::.,ra.o
tica~ irrigntion scheme is cn.rried into effect D.nd difficulties placed in 
the way of large sen.le color:isntion nre elir.tinated. 

INDUS~RY: 

.. ~s to industry, a survey wa~ ma.de of projects already in the course 
of e:1::ecution, i,0. for w:1ich m~chinery is alrendy ordered nnd buildings are 
in construction. The results of this surv!)y t'hich covers the years 1946 and 
1947 are reflected in the following t~.ble :-

:Branch Investments in Fnctory ]uildings 
and ~guipment 

. 
12~800.000 Textiles 3,200,000 

Food 2,900,000 8,000,000 
Building 

. . . 

Material 2,600,000 10,400,000 
Metnl and :m-

ectr. Applian-
ces 750,000 .3~000~000 

Chemicals 6ao:ooo 2,720,000 
Woodwork 195,000 '780~000 
Misc. 670,000 2,680,000 

TOTAL 10,095,000 40,;80,000 

~umber of additional 
workors 

J, 'iOO 
700 

1,100 

800 
120 
260 
660 

7,340 

. . ~f ~he value of.th~ l~d is added, the total of planned investments 
(land, buildings and e(!_ui:nent, but uorking cnpit~l excluded) amounts to 
LP. 10.J million ($41.2 million). 

- -· 
:::'a.ctories to be built according to the above plans will be equipped 

with the most modern machinery Md are designed according to the most recent 
achievements of modern technique, ,ror.tisi~ increased productivity per ,-,orker. 

•) :B. A. Lowe, loc. cit., p,.).) 

r, 
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This list of projects and ~lans of develo:,nient of industry is highly significant. It shows that the disapycarance of military orders which absorbed as much as one third of Palestine's industrial production does not deter Palestine manufacturers from expanding their existing ,1n.nts as well as from estab
lishing new industries. Some of them a.re on completely new lines, such as 
a large chemical factory for the production of artificial fertilizer with 
investment of half a million pounds, a new finisl1ing and dyeing ·:n1~t which uill be one of the r.1ost modern equipped plants r,ossible nt the present time, 
new developments of jute weRving, production of sulphuric acid etc. 

The self-sufficiency of Palestine in manufactured goods will be 
greatly increased by these new investments. The most striking example of 
self-sufficiency is the s::,inning industry Hhich worked some 6,000 spindles 
in 1939, reached JO, 000 s:,inclles at present, and \1rill he:ve at lens t 75,000 
spindles at the end of 1948. 

The weaving inclustry shows a similar develo~ent, i.e. from 600 
looms in 1939 to )000 in 1947. 

~The Pnlostine metal ~ndus~ry ventured even into some lines of machinery and ca,1 tal goods end is ::,reducing lathes, \rnaving looms, machinery for 
the di~ond polishing industry, etc. 

. Plate-glnss :product ion Hhich ,-ras nil bcf ore the WEu· reached 650,000 
sq. m. in 1946 and uill increase threefold uithin the next year. 

:BUILDING: 

~ similar but n~antitatively more pronounced trend is noti~eable 
in construction. Data on the building movement ~rovide an indication of 
the very ra:")id construction movement ,-,hich has a ')reponderant share in the 
total volume of investment. 

Thus, the totnl invcstm~nt in buildi~g in 1946 is estimated at 
LP. 10,000,000 and the number of rooms constructed in the Jeuish sector, 
bot:; in towns and villages, on tho basis of this investment is os timated 
at 18,000. 

FINANCit!G OF 113":l INVJSTM.EN?: 

The high rate of investment in the ~any bra..nches of the economy, 
such as agriculture, industry ancl construction in indicr1.tive of both ar.i:ple 
financial resources p..nd groat confidence of the entre~reneur class in the 
ttability and future of Palestine economy. It seems to show thnt in spite 
of all political vicissitudes there is Rn underlying tone of confidence 
which stimulates inve s tment activity. 

As to financial resources these arc greAtly_reinforced by import 
of Jc,-,ish capi t ~1 from nbrorui. The followinc a.re some d?.ta on the import 
of JeHis:1 ce.~'.Jifal durine; the t~,.,o ye[)Xs since the termination of the w~:-

IMPORT OF J'.:miISH Q,\PIT4L INTO P.AL:JSTim 
I 

1945 
1946 
1947 

Jan. /M~ch 

LP. 11~780,000 
n 14~710,000 

II 2,870,000 

This is again n ,roof of the confidence in PP.lestine I s econo~ic future not nnly by entre,reneurs in the country _itself but also by uorld J.e,'lry. 
. Another ~~pect of the problem is the consider~bly incrensed shEU"o . 

of public capital within the total of Je,·1!.sh capi t?l impor!ed from abroad'- : It is estimated that prio:r to the uar :!_)eriod the share of Jewish public ca:p
ital in the ca:pital im11ortcd into the country uas 13%, while presently this share is estimated at 52%. 

~is ce,l=)ital, mainly consistine of m and JNF fund ia, of course, particularly enterprising, aa its very !')Ur:pose is to ~romote the developnent 
of Palestine economy for new iJnt1ieration. ~e enterprising end risk-taking 
che.ractcr of this ~api tal facilitates 1 ts tnsk to serve P.s an ignition spark which rele~.ses also private funds available for investment. 
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Moreover, the high shnre of ymblic capital makes it ~ossible to direc~ 
investment to those branches of the econom:r, which, although not the most profit
able from th$ point of vie,-, of private inves~ment are most essential for the es
tablishment of a nationnl economy, such as agricultural colonisation, irrigation, 
housing for refugees n.ncl ex-servicement, etc. These funds make some =1la.nning--and-· 
direction of the c1evelo:rnent of the country :possible and facili tRte the adaptation 
of the whole economic structure to the ,aramount task of absor:1tion of ir.unigrn
tion, and Jeuish colonisation in Palestine. These funds helped to estn.blish 
internal control and direction of ·colonisation ~olicy at the key pointa of econ.
omic life and □ake it nossible to conduct R national economic policy 'l.·rhich, so 
far, gre~.tly f~.ciliteited the prevention of an economic crisis and the smoothing 
out of the fluctuations of boom and depression. They were to a great extent 
instrumentru. in assisting P('lestine economy to wen.ther the storm of adverse 
political conditions, trials and tribulations. 

PRODUCTIONi 

The second pre-condition for·successful reconversion is naintenance 
of production. Agricultural production, excluding citrus has been doubled since 
1939 and is still increasing, as may be seen from t:1e following tA.ble w:1ich is 
based on the physical volume of production, as only values according to pre-wer 
prices n.re taken into account. 

~RQDYQ.TIOxT 111 JEi!ISE i.rrx:n F .. ~'91-1UJ~ rOR 1238LJ2, 
1944/45. 1945/46 (for human consumption only). 

-
Unit 1938/39 1944/45 1945/46 Increase Increase ... 

. ,.,,f in %from: in 1o rom 
1938/39. 1944/45 -

1945/46 

Cows Milk 1000 litr. 35,000 67:100 71,700 105~ '7% 
Sheep Milk 1000 litr. 600 4;000 4,500 65a;; 1~ 
Meat 2,100 /I 5% tons 1,030 2,000 104jo 
:inggs 1000 units 60:000 83:000 110,400 84% 

,A 

. 33;o 
Poul try Meat tons 1~400 1,925 2,500 785; :30% 
Fish II 50 1,800 1~725 J35o% - 4%. 
Vegetables 11 15,000 22,000 30!000 lOO;o 36% 
PotRtoes 11 3,900 25,000 32,000 967; 28;o 
Table Grapes It J,000 3,200 4,200 4c(o 31% 
Grapes f. 't"Tine II X 7,500 11,000 X 47% 
Bananas " 2~goo 4~000 4,500 104% 131 

~ Deciduous Fruit II 500 3,q.50 4,.500 Boo% 14i" 
Olives ti X 1,200 1,JOO X ~ 
1!he~t u 10.000 1] 1 000 16.000 6~ ~Jfo 
Value n.ccdg. to pre 

war prices LP. 1,041,000 2,123,000 2,520,000 

Other produce not 
included above LP. 59,000 77,000 80,000 

I 

f .O TA L LP. 1,100,000 2,200.000 2,600,000 136% 

x) Included under 110t:1er produce not incluc1ed above 11 • 

~is incret'l.se of nroduction is based on the expansion of nixed farm-
ing through establishment of new settlements and extension of existing farms, and 
by incrense of :nroductivi ty and introduction o:f neu brr1.nciies. Some indices or' 
such develor,r.ient n.re illuminnting. Potat9e production, e.g., incre~sed fro~ J,000 
~ons in l~'J8/J9 to 32,000. tons in 1945/46, Th~s was achieved ma.inly by stretching 
the serson over a larger pa.rt of the yea:r. Potatoes are grown during three in~tead 
of tHo se:-.sons at yresent, and the supply of locl\l potatoes waa extended from three 
or four to ten months. A similor process took place in greenfodder production, 
which is now available over the whole yenr. 

Fish breeding in ponc1s elso e~a.nded considerably, nnd the nroduct1on 
of pond fish incrensed from 200 tons in 1940 to 1,725 in 1946. 
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Thus, productivity of each unit of land and stock is considerably 
being increased. Progress ma.de in this direction is well reflected in com
parison of results in Jewish and Arl'b farming, as shown in the following tablel-

AVZRAG3 PRODUCTIOn PER UNIT Ov=R FAIRLY LOMG 
PERIODS IN SIMILAR DISTRICTS 

Production Unit Je,fish-.. Farming Ar a,b Farming 
• 

600 ~ 800 Milk per cow per year litre 3800 -:- 4.500 
Milk per sheep per yea:r " 1.50 - 200 40 
Eggs per hen per number 140-:- 160 60 
Wheat ctop per dunum kg. 120-=- . 180 70 ~ . 80 
Barley crop per dunum n 140 - ~200 75-:- . 90 
i'fine grapes per dunum n 900 ~ 1200 JOO - 400 
Vegetables per dunum 

of physical .area n 2000 - 2500 ?OO - 900 

Production of sub-tropical fruit, such as avocado, ~ango, custard 
apples, guava, bananas. persimmon, passion fruit represents also r>artl:v new 
lines and partly the . expansion of e;:isting lines as does the export of flowers 
and the extension of their !)roduction, particulnrly of such flo\'rers ruid bulbs as 
gladiolas, iris, etc. 

,'., similar trend is noticenble in industrial production, which is 
reflected both in consum~tion of electrical po,..,er Dnd in men-days worked in 
industry, as shown in the following table:-

Index (1939 • 100) 

1942 
1943 
1944 
1945 
1946 

Men-D~s worked in 
Jewish Industry 

185 
222 
213 
212 
198 . 

Sales of Electric Po,·rer 
for ind. mirposes 

166 
198 
227 
267 . 
JOO 

.. 'Ul analysis of these d~ta shows conclusively that industrial pro
duction is be1:,ng trell maintained. Sales of electric power for industrial pur
poses would even seem to indicri.te some increase in production, while men-days 
worked in Jewish industry show that only in comparison with the years 194J and 
1944_ is there some slight decrense in the post-war period. ~is slight decrease 
1s mainly accounted for a) by ~he progress in_rationalization of capital equip... 
ment, which makes it possible to maintain the same level of production with a 
smaller labour force, and b) 'ty the fact that the index of enterprises from which 
statistical dat?i. are con,iled repre·sents a gross section of the existing industry. 
Many enterprises estF1.blished in 194S/IJ6 were not included in the index. ~us, 
the cross section m!ey' show a reduction in the number of men-days worked, while 
th~ industry as a whole eJC!)anded, as is shown by consumption of electric power. 
Thus, at any rnte, the high level of industrial ,roduction achieved_during the 
wer seems to be maintained. Again, it is inte~e~ting to co~pare the developnent 
of industrial production in Palestine wi t~1 that of other countries in the war 
period when it r~nched its peak, and in the :pos~-war !)eriod, 

Index numbers of Indu~trial Production in the Jewish Industry 
of Palestine, in Canada M.d in the u. s. A. 

1939 - 100· 
. 

Canada U.S.A. Jewish Industry 
in p~~gtine 

1940 121 11.5 112 
1941 168 149 l4J 
1942 216 183 185 
1943 259. 219 ~22 
1944 253 :!16 213 

first half 1945 231 209 218 
June 194.5 224 202 210 
September 1945 212 157 206 
December 1945 185 148 213 
March 1946 189 150 205 
June 1946 170 157 18S 
September 1946 164 169 ,201 
December 1946 171 164 209 
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It seems thn.t Pru.e r. ti:1e compares very well ,.,1th other countries 
in this rospoct • 

.another indicr-tion of t~e progress of industrial production in 
Palestine is reflected in the com,arison made bl the Government Statistician 
of the share of import of manufactured good~ within totol imports of Palestine. 
Thus, while the share of mMufactured products decreased from 64% in 1939 
to 48% in 1946, the shro-e of ro.w materials increased from . 1((o to 16%. This 
developnent took place in e~ite of the very ,ronounced rise in the standard 
of life of the Palestine !)Opul.a.tion, both Jetrish and Arab. 

m,I~ING: ~e spectacular increase in construction which represents one of 
the r.iost im!)Ortf.l.nt branches of !)roduction in Palestine is reflected in the 
followinr, figurest-

~ -{ 3UI.J2i NG AUT"tloai ZZD iN THE ;§:O'tJR MAIN T01'llI~ 
(area in sq.m.) 

1939/40 1944/45 1945/46 1946/47 % Increase 
since J9/40 

9,635 
. 

39,066 83~775 7~ Nover.tber 11,232 
December 12,768 7~708 43,285 ?9,497 .523~ 
J~uarz 8,088 11.36~ 60.125 8:3.SlZ 2)~ 

November -
January J0,49). _JO,JP2 .142, 476 246. 789 - 709% 

. 
employed in .building is estimat94· at Tho number of Jewi-sh workers 

aM'll.t 15, ooo. • -- · - · , 
. • ... ,-

(continued) 

, 
.l- ,1 '1, 1" .... .. .. , ,--•in 
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EMPLQYMBNT 
- • 

'=.'he maintenance or expans~o~ of production in all the most important 
branches \'rould in itself provide sufficient indicntions for the third test of re
conversion; the test of em~loyoent. 

. . 
The maintenance of full employment in Palestine in spite of a ,ermanent, al-

though small incrca.sc of the labour force can be easily ascertained. 
. . 

There is a steady access of ~an-noNer and n considerable n'Ul'ilber of men and - - --
wom~n h~v~ been absorbcd_within. ~h~ !n.st ~"'9 :[~p.rs_ in vnrious occ~pl\~iona. 'nl.e. 
number of those gainfully o~cupied in '7cuish Palestine in 1946 wns _ e.pproxino.tely 
?69,000, in comparison ,-,1th 192,000 in i939, i.e. an increfl.Se .by JS%. ~Y 1943, 
the peak of the war effort in Palestine, the labour force - cxcludi~ volunteers 
in the fighting s~rvices - had incre;sed to more than 220,000. ~ome 20,000 Jews 
who had joined tho .Army, Navy, Md lir Force ,-,ere re:placed temporririly by women, 
aged persons, etc., previously not engnged in gainful occupation. 

- . -
This adaitional. labour force derived fron tnrce sources; natural incrense, 

immigration, and demobilisation of armed forces. The distribution of new manpower 
according to sources is given in the follouing table:-

SOURCjJS OF ,ADDITIONAL MAll PQV!m 1943 ~ 1946 
1) From natural increase (adolescent people entering gainful 

occupations, a smaller number of deaths and retirements 

2) Net immigration of earners 

3) Demobilisation ( cxcl. c::-soldiers not returning to gain
ful occupa.tion, such. as students, married women, etc.) 

' . 

a,soo 
18,000 

11,000 
39,000 -------~-------

Th~s to the background and the general economic climate in Palestine, 
demobilisation was effected smoothly and now immieration absorbed, in spite of 
many handicaps. 

In this connection, tho 
6 months for u~1ich figures arc 

Month 

October 1946 
November 1946 
December 1946 
January 1947 
February 1947 
Barch 1947 

analysis of unemJloyment in Palestine 
available is illuminating:-

No. of J ?wish Uncm:::,loycd 
(17 days and more) 

1,~11 
949 

1~146 
1;383 
1,106 

. . J., 277 

for the last 

Unemployment is mainly t1frictional 11 i.e. t:1.erc is a number of people pass- . 
ing from one job to another, uncmploy~blcs, etc. This is a normal state of affnirs 
in modern economy. It does not preclude acute shortage of labour in some branches, 
such as is now prevailing in Palestine•~ buildir.g -trncle. 

-
The same trend is reflected in Govermient indices of emr,loyment, which are 

available for the period of the last tHo years. 
NtJ?.m:;.n OF IlIPLOrns AlID C0:ut"JS?OlIDilJG IND:JX 1m.ra:J:ts 

End· 0t Mon~ N"9. Index 

1945 - April 
. - 100:0 

1946 :_ January 97~6 
February 89~982 96,4 
March 90,80J 97.3 
April 89:213 95,3 
MB¥ 88~710 95.0 
June 90~54J 97,0 
July 92~e31 99,4 
.August 92,753 99,4 
September 94~656 101,4 
October 96;020 102,9 
November 94~711 J.01,5 
Dece:nber 95~172 102.0 

1947 - January 87;935 94;·2 
February sa;251 94.5. 
March (forecast) 88,810 95.1 

There are, houever, mMifold dangers inherent in the present situat~on. It 
the high r~.te of investment continue,, tho discrepency betwaen the deaand and sup
ply of labour must· caul"e a further disc(luilibriun in the whole economic life • 

. In the pre-fiar J.)!lriod imT>or~ of Jouish -capital, a high rnt9 of investment 
and largo !)Urchasing :,o,,er ,,,ere aluc..Ys lin::ed with imnil"rA.t inn. 11n thnt: !'I ,..",.+.ah, 



•• 

·,• 

. . 
-11-

. .. . .. " ... - . 
Thus, nll the th;-oo tests - invcstncnt, production, n.nd cmploj"!nont -

seem to provide conclusive evidence of the success 
Jewish oconony of i>alcs~inc. 

of peace re-conversion in the 

ARA.'.3 ]Q01100: 

However, this state of affairs ia not confined to the Jewish sector 
of the economy. Some indicntions of ,-,hnt is happening in the Arn,b sector bear 
out the unmistakable re,ercussions of these trends on Areb economic life. One 
of the most interesting features, is the financial position in tae Arab sector 
as reflected in the balance sheet of the Arab Bank:-

:Bank Date 

J0.4.1936 

31.12.1939 
Jl.12~1942 

Jl.10.1945 

Paid-up 
Capital 

LP. 

45; 000 

105; 0-00 
105,000 

813,296 

. _ ARA;3 :BANK LIMI T::::D 

Reserve 
Fund 
LP. 

19;218 
28,040 

:'.7;973 
844,154 

Total 
Deposits 

LP. 

J74;4Jl 
245;622 

I 756; 577 
J,777,821 

Total .Advances~~ 
Bills Discounted 

LP. 

396;j-22 

~93~ 859 
·526;237 

2,827,277 

The buildi11G movement in Arab totms, al though not as brisk 
as in the Jewish sector, shm·1s very considerable eY.!)ansion. 

'.:Nen demogra!)hic indices which, as a rule, are sprend over a 
longer period of time show the sar:ie trend. Thus, the infant mortality de
creased in the Moslem population in three years by 1o%, i. e. as follows:-

MOSL~l-l Ilr.FANT MORTALITY RATE 

(Infant Deaths per 1000 Liv~ Births) 

--

1944 
1945 
1946 

This development ~hould be ~~e~ M~~nst the background of the 
tremendous rise in thw standard ~f living of the Arab ~opulation during the 
war :period. Arab real war,es, i.e. afterel'iilinationof the influence of the 
rise in the cost of livine.; index, fncreased, according to Government statis
tics, from 1939 to October 1946 by 5~ in citrus groves and by 11~ in the _ 
b~ilding trBde. The Je,,ri§:1 economy and its bearing on the total economic 
life of the country seem to have been instrumental in making the· distribution of 
~ropcr~y ~ong the poorer classcs.of· the Arab ·p~pul.ation moro equal and ovon. _ 
than in._ the purely Jrab countri~s. WJ.?.11~ dopos-i~s . and currency• in circulation 
increased in Egypt at lai:l:st as much as :tn Palostino, tho earnings of tho working 
population there lagged far be.~ind. this increase. . 

In this connec~ion a cqmparison of wages in industry between 
Egyptian labour and Arn.b labour in Palestine is very instructive. The _w8er..ly 
wage_ per worker in industry in Jgyy,t in January 1946 wns 1199 mls., while 
Palestinian Arab workers eP.rl)ed in t:ie same period 2136 mls. :9er week in 
spite of the fact tnat the cost of livini index in January 1946 was 291 in Egypt 
nnd 265 in the Arab markets in ·Palestine,taking the pre-war period as 100. 

ARAB BOYCOTT: 
The general economic progress and the success of reconversion were 

effected in Palestine, ns already indicated, in a period of extrece political 
difficulties. One of them Wt\S the Arab boycott. 

The influence of the Art\b boycott on industry as a whole is of 
small significance. In the ~re-war period something like 11%. of Jewish industrial 
production were exported, and out of this total volume only one third or a total 
of LP. 290.000 were exports to Middle Eastern .Arab-countries. This situation was 
changed radically in the .war period. In 1944, the percent9&e of Jewish industrial 
production exported to ~oreign countries was LP~ 8.2 million or 17,5~ of the 
total out of which LP. 2.5 million approximately, i.e. J~ of industri~ exports . 
went to countries of the Arnb League. The Arab boycott started being effective 
in 1946. A comparison of industrial exports in 1944 and 1945-46, will, therefore, 
be conclusive as to the effect of the boycott on industry as a whole:-
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CWISH INDUSTRIAL WQRTS IN LP, 1000, . . . 

I~at 2:9 ~g.~ • ;ouniri~g ~2 Q~h~t QgJ:!:D~ri~I fg~a.l 
1944 5~900 8~200 l~jOO 
1945 2,100 e, ·400 11;100 
1946 (provisional) soo 8,500 9,000 

However, the !)icturc is to a certri.in extent distorted by· the extra.
ordinarily high rate of e:q,orts of diamonds and ~otash uhich are net, :--nnd. have 
never.been eA:Jorted to countries of the Arnb Le~e participating in the ~oycott. 
If t~c~e eXJorts are deducted the develo:Eient is as reflected in the following 
table:-

.ra'IISH INDUSTRIAL EXPORTS J):CL. POTASH AND DIAMONDS 
Il~ LP. 1000 

Year To Arab Countries 

1944 2,100 

1945 2.,550 
1946 (:provis- 450 

ionel) 

~ Other 
Countries 

~.ooo 
1,700 

1,950 

iotal. 

4;100 

4,250 
2,400 

Exports to Arab in 
~ of Exports to 
Ot:1er Countries 

1'he decrease indicP.ted in these figures is not due exclusively to 
the Arab boycott. It !s mainly due to the decline in prices of some 25-Jo%. 
This decline of prices is the result of the shift from Middle Ee.st markets with 
their high price level due to infl~tion to other morkets with a more normal price 
structure. This considerable shift of exports from the M1ddlo East to other 
countries is indic~ted 01 a com:!)arison bet,_,reen the share of industrial exports 
to the .A.rub Le~.f:,'Ue countries and other countries in 1944, 1945, 1946, as shown 
in the above table. A process of substitution for Middle ia.stern market& took 
place, ,-,hich ,-,as !1.ighly eratifying to Palestine industry. A few instances will 
elucidate this developnent :-

INDUSTRIAL EXPORTS (EXCL. ~T:qQL) nou PALESTmtE DURIMG 
m:, MONTHS J NIDA.1Y - ~aPT;JI-~ IN LP, 1000 

C9untry of Destination 1945 1946 

Unit cd Y-1.ngdom 774 827 
1'leste_rn iliropo, etc. (incl. 3ele;i~, 

Hol"elld, France, Switzerland, etc.) JO 176 
Greeco, Italy, Spain Ruma.nia, etc. 35 158 
Sca.nclinavian countries - 135 
U.S.A.: Other industrial products (excl. diamonds) 66 408 

TOTAL 905 1722 

The substitution could not yet completely com, ens~te Palestine in
dustry £or the elimin~tion of the_nerketa of the Arab countries. Tho ~eriod 
of time in which this reoojustment took :place we.s too short to make a com!)lete 
substitution possible. Research e.f and penetration into new mnrkets require some 
time. However, the :-esults, so far, aro encourB{;ing, 

Of course, this devclopnent has to a great extent been the result 
of world shortaees, and it is difficult to predict how for these achievements 
can be mnintained in a period of surpluses. Ho,.,ever, on the other hand, sooner 
or later, Pn.le~tine should have some possibility to !)rotect its commercial inter
es~s by retaliation against the countries of the Arab League, and as the trade 
balance of this country is adverse - ·1n relation to Arab countries to the tune of 
LP. 4 - 6 million per year - such retn.liation should be highly effective and its 
impact should be greatly reinforced in a period of sur:!)luses, when these countries 
"'111 b P more than ever in need of markets for their primary products. 

OltDJ,AL : 
- . 

The ~ifficulties resulting from the internnl politicnl situation -
terror, Government reprisals, and ~o on - must be taken _!n~o account and be 
reckoned with in any- ~.nalysis of the economic ~osition A.nil. ~r0spects of Palos
tine in the :period of reconversion. ~at will be well' illustrated by an anal
ysis of one particular an4 striking developnont in this ,-,hole period of ordeal. 
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~~ point of culmination of t~e d~sturbances ,~as the promulgntion of Stntutory 
M~tia. La,.r in an area of some ~ of the Jeuish population Of Palestine, in 
which 6~ of Jewish industry ia ·situated. This area was cut off froo a. con
siderable pro~ortion of its markets . in the country and abroed and from the 
sup~ilies of raw materiru.s. Further, the building movement was strangulated by 
tho stoppage of trans!)Ort of building materials intq the area on ,-,hich Statu
tory Martial Law was imJ.)Osod 

- - . 

The ci true industry ,-,ns gravely affected by . the closing of tho Tel-
Aviv Harbour and by the difficulties !)laced in the wa:y of this industry, as 
far as traasport of fruit, movement of labour for picking and pa.eking, cte. 
are concerned. 

The direct losses resulting from this situation were not very large. 
They are estimated at approximately LP. JOO, 000, as follows :-

DIRECT LOSSES B:JSUI,TING FRa~ IMPOSITION 
OF NARTIAL LAU 

Citrus plantations 
Industry of Martial Law zone Tel-Aviv 
:Building n 11 11 n n tt 

Jewish trans::,ort services within, to and 
from both Martial Law zones 

Trade (incl. ~otcls an~ rcstourants) 
Publ;c services, liberaJ._profe~sions 
26,000 working days lost by daily wage 

1n LP, 
15~000 
75,000 
70,000 

47,000 
20:000 
35,000 

workers in Jerusalem zone 
~ . 11,000 _LP, 221,000 

However, the indirect loss was_certainly considerably larger, A mun
bcr of people wh~s~ sourc~s of living were gravely ~fected or completely 
destroyed by Mart!al Law ~egulations did not register as un~jplqyed. 'l'he 
turnover in shops.and pusiness contracted very considerably. and similrr effects 
could be noticed in the various sorviccs, hot els, restaurents, in the enter
tainment industry, etc. 

- - . 
lfovertheless, the economy showed ~ extr aordinarily gre ~t power of. 

resistance and a great measure of resilience, . This is best illustrated by 
the developnent of the_unemployed in4iccs in the large {\,?"ea of Martial Law. 
~e following table shows the development .of unemployment in the Tel-Aviv 
district in absolute figures and indices during the _1eriod of Martial Law :-

... 
NUMl3:rR 01 UN:!1MPLOY:JD Ir! TH:l ~ AVIV DISTRICT 
( f.Jk:AVIV, !UNA~G;Jr, J3N.EI-;BMIC, P.:TAH TIXV&t) 

Ds.te No, Index ·Date · No, -,me;& 

6~3~1947 6~504 100 · 14,3,194? 6~022 93 
?,3,194? 6~952 107 16,3!1947 5~ ·943 91 
9,3,1947 6;770 104 17,J,1947 3~588 55 

10,3,194? 6~532 100· 18,J,1947 3,137 48 
11!3,1947 6,482 100 19.3.1947 2~928 45 
12.J.1947 6,507 100 20.3.1947 2,811 43 
13.3.1947 5,850 90 

The striking feature ii) this t~ble is. that unemployment wa.s not only 
stabil~sed but sta.rtod geclining in the Mattial Lau area before it was lifted. 
After the cancellation_of M~tial Law on l?.J.1947 the number of unemployed 
decreased further. A similar doveloJ;Qent 1s refiected in the unemplo1JDent and 
unemployment position in the manufacturing industry, according to branches:-

NUMB;g or }.'lowo;ms 
28/2 _ 

(before im~osition 
of M~tie.l Law) 

Metal industry 
Textile n 
Fqod ! 
Leather n 
Miscellane4us 
Juilding Materials 

1'0TAL 

2529 
754 

1)'68 
154 

-·259 
140 

5184 

lJ/3 17/J -
(Du.ring Ma.rt- (After Lift-
ial La.u ing of Mar-
Per1oc1 )· .. t ial, • I,aw 

4S90{-S94) S173 (- 11) 

• No. of 
3stab
lishrnents 

69 
16 
12 
6 
8 
4 

115 
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The building figures are aleo very instructive from that ~oint of 

l3UILDIUG MQVJJ@JT IN T-W, AVIV AND f..UFA 
(area in squ~re metros) · 

Monthly average 1946 

January 1947 
February 1947 
March 1947" 

Tel-Aviv 
Buildings Buildings 
Started Completed 
17,797 11,070 

17,415 
37,837 
9,684 

10,?44 
10,808 
27,454 

Haifa 
Buildings Buildings 
Started Completed 
11,480 7,386 

4,700 
19,000 
19,000 

7,460 
14,700 
11,JOO 

The month of Martial Law, of course, would have been much better 

as far as building is concerned, were it not for this unexpected disturbance. 

However, even under these extraordinary condtions the building movement never 

completley stopped and seeos to have gained momentum immediately after th~ 

cancellation of Martial Law. At any rate, during the whole period of Martial 

Law there was never any increase in the number or pro~ortion of unemployed, 

which could have been considered as fraught with grave dangers. The resi

lience was, of course, to a great extent the result of financial resources 

accumulated in the preceding period, but the ingenuity, elasticity, and dogged 

determination to stand up against the threat to the whole life of the community 

played an important role in atrengthoning the power of resistance. 

Afterwards the economy of the country swung again into equilibrium. 

There was even some additional fillip given to the whole movement of economic 

life, deriving from a pent-up demand which did not become effective du.ring the 

period of Martial Le.w. Deferred purchases accumulated and exerted a pressure 

on the market. 'l'he whole economy acted like a spring contracted for a short 

p€~1od and reverting to its position with increased power. 

Anyhow, evidently the fundamental trends and tendencies of Palestine 

' economy are a■aerting themselves again in spite of all di~fieultie•• Although 

the situation is still fraught with many dangers there seems to be little pros

pect of an immediate crisis, as long as unsurmountable difficulties are not 

created by new reprisals. The ra~id process of expansion is resumed again,and 

there is quite a considerable eapacity of absorption for new immigration, if 

and when political developments make it possible • 

• 
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The results of this period of re-conversion are clearly brought 
into relief by unmistakable facts and figures. 

The ~rend of increasing production has continued. The physical 
volume of Jewish mixed farming productio~ increased from 1944/45 to 
1945/46 by 1~ and the expansion is continuing unabated. - Production of 
Jewish industry is being, at least, maintained, as indicated by consumption 
of electric power, while the slight decrease in men-days in the cross 
section of Jewish industry is compensated by establishment of new enter
prises. - Construction licenses granted in the four main towns increased 
from an annual aver88e of 7?,000 sq. m. in 1944 to 284,000 sq.m. in 1945, 
and to 719,000 sq.m. in 1946. In Tel-Aviv, actual building was 89,000 
sq.m. in 1945 and 213,000 sq.m. in 1946, and 55,000 sq.m. in the first 
quarter of 1946 in comparison with 64,000 sq.m. in the first quarter of 
1947 in spite of Martial Law which fell into that period, while in Haifa 
which was excluded from Martial Law the total of building completed was 
23,000 sq.m. in 1945 and 88,000 sq. m. in 1946, 2,2,000 sq.m. in the first 
quarter of 1946 and 32,000 sq.m. in the first quarter of 1947. - New 
mortgages registered in the whole country doubled from LP.5.5. million 
in 1945 to 10.5 million in 1946.- Unemployment in the Jewish economy 
is still below 3% of the total labour force, i.e. practic~lly negligible. 
There is a pronounced shortage of labour in many branches of the economy.
Real investment in the Jewish economy averaged in the years 1935/39 
LP.8.25 million p.a., in 1944 LP. 5 million, in 1945 LP.6.25 million, and 
in 1946 LP. 20.5 million. Import of cayital equipment in the pre-war 
period averaged some LP. 2.5 million n.a. and decreased during the war 
to negligible proportions. In 1946, in s~ite of shortage of capital goods 
all over the world, it amounted to LP.10.5 million of which machineey alone 
amounted to LP.3 million. - The extension of bank credits is another 
indication of the stability of the economic i if e. Bank credits which 
reached in January 1946 the amount of LP. 29,000,000 reached in 1947 
(January) LP. 38,414,000. 

While the issue of new securities averaged in 1937/39 some 
LP. 400,000 p.a. and was non-existent in 1940/44, it was resumed in 1945 
with an a.mount of LP. 2.25 million and in 1946 with LP. 1.25 million. 
In spite of Martial Law and all the difficulties and disturbances the 
quotations of local securities remained unchanged, and at the end of 
March 194? their level was by 2% higher than in January 194?. 

The problem of Palestine economy is well illustrated by a comparison 
with Egypt. The population of Egypt is 18 millions, that of Palestine 
1.8 millions, i.e. exactly one tenth. But while imports into Egypt in 
1946 reached an amount of L 81 million, they amounted in Palestine to L 55 
million, i.e. almost 70% of imports into ~t. 1'1hile exports in Egypt 
a.mounted to L 57 million, Palestine compares well with L 16 million worth 
of exports, i.e. one third, with a population of one tenth. 

-
. There is no doubt that the first two years of the post-war period 

belied the gloomy prediJtions of experts who anticipated the collapse 
of Pa1e■ tine economy in the first months of the post-war period, and 
considered the development of the ·country as a mushroom growth depending 
on military orders. The re-conversion of Palestine econo~ took place 
under conditions incomparabl_y more difficult than those prevailing in 
other countries of the world and was at least as successful as in those 
countries which encountered the least difficulties in their re-conversion. 
Demobilization was smooth, and absorption of refugees proceeded success
fully in spite of the fact that while in 1939 the percentage of c~italists 
was 28 in 1945 it was only 0.7%, while the figtire for 1946 is o.8~. The 
majority of the others were destitute. 

These results were obtained thanks to the vitality of Palestine 
economic life and the tremendous psychological and social forces propelling 
the process of economic development and determining the reythm of economic 
life in Palestine. 

The purposive and directing influence of public and national 
factors and funds played a moat important role in the process of re
adjustment. The financing of development and expansion and of the 
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settlement of new immigrants is in itself a highly important factor in 
the economic life of Palestine as a country of 'immigration. The very 
fact of considerable proportion of public capital financing new invest
ment makes some planning in development possible• The ramifications of 
public capital into credit and investment institutions under one directing 
influence make for coordination ~f economic effort, utilization o( credit 
eXpansion and construction with a view to maintaining a stable level of 
employment, for a concentration of the economic effort on those lines 
most important from the point of vie~ of the great national task of 
absorption of immigration, settlement and Jewish reconstruction in 
Palestine. 

D. Horovitz 
• 



FEA.TUEES OF EMERGENCY LEGISLATION IN PALESTINE 

' I ' 

IUTRODUCTORY May 6, 1947 

1. It would be a thankless task to attempt to summarise in a brief note 
the anti-democratic featu.res ·of the Emergency Legislation. It consists of 
numerous regulations, every ope of which could serve as an example of auto
cratic law. It is therefore ·intended to point out here the striking features 
of the legislation. t 

2. The source of the Emergency Legis.lation is the Paiestine (Defence) 
Order-in-Council 1937 which might conveniently be called 11 the Defence Order". 
It confers upon the High Commissioner boundless power to make Defence Regu
lations "as appear to him in his unfettered discretion to be necessary or 
expedient" for securing the public safety e,nd similar objects. The regula -
tions - making power is so general that there cannot possibly be any Defence 
Regulation which would not be intra vires the Defence Order and the Courts 
have re~eatedly so held. 

DEFENCE ORDEB, 

J. Whilst almost all objectionable features of the Emergency Legislation 
are embodied in the Defence Regulations there are two outstanding features 
in the Defence Order itself which ought to be mentioned. 

4. From the noint of view of international law, the main objection to the 
Defence Order is that it does away with the obligation imposed upon the 
Mandatory by the Palestine constitution to resnect the provisions of the man
date. The Palestine Order-in-Council 1922-1940, which is municipally the 
constitution of the British rule in Palestine, prohibits by Article 17 the 
enactment of any law which is "in any way repugnant to or inconsistent with 
the provisions of the Mandate" or which t ends • .to discriminate in any way 
between the inhabitants of Palestine on the ground of race, religion or lan
guage". There is no similar safe~rd in the Defence Order; moreover it 
expressly ~rovides by Article 6(2)(d) that aey law may be amended, modified 
or sus~ended by any Defence Regulation and by Article 6(4) that aey Defence 
Regulation or order or rule or by-law made thereunder supersedes any law with 
which it conflicts. As the term "law" in the Defence Order is defined by 
Article 2(1) as including Orders-in-Council, there is now nothing to preclude 
the High Commissioner from ma.king any Defence Regulation repugnant to the 
Mandate or entailing racial discrimination. 

5. From a civic point of view, the main objection to the Defence Order 
is the deprivation of the right to seek the aid of the Courts in protection 
of elementary liberties. Article 12 ~rovides that no document purporting to 
haTe been made under the Emergency Legislation can be called in question in 
any Court of Law or in any other manner whatsoever. ~he Courts of Justice, 
however high, are compJ.etely helpless to remedy any wrong, however unjust or 
fanciful, committed b7 any Government Official, however low, if the wrong is 
done under the pretence of a document purporting to be under the Emergency 
Legislation. Aey absurd document is taboo if it purports to have been made 
under the Emergenf!y Legislation. 
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RULE BY THE BRITISH MILITARY FORCES 

6. Wide and harsh as the Defence Order is, yet it contemplates the 
enforcement thereof by the Palestine Administration itself. There is not 
the slightest indication in the Defence Order disclosing an intention to 
hand over the functions of Government to the British Military. The Defence 
Regulations, which form the bulk of the Emergency Legislation. virtually 
hand over the country to the British Military Forces. The General Office 
Commanding the British Forces in Palestine, who is neither appointed by the 
High Commissioner nor answerable to him is made the supreme authority in the 
country. He apnoints Military Courts (D.R.12) and Military Commanders for 
the various areas into which he divides Palestine (D.R.6), he confirms senten
ces of Military Courts (D~R.47-48), only he can overrule a Military Commander 
(D,R.6(5); the Palestine Police Force is under his operation and control 
(D.R.11.). The Military Courts, all British military personnel, have exclusive 
jurisdiction over the population in a considerable number of criminal offen-
ces relating mainly to the use or nossession of arms and to kindred matters 
(D.R,57(2) and jurisdiction, concurrent with the ordinary Criminal Courts, 
in all othor offences against the Defence Regulations (D.R.15) and in a 
martial law area exclusive jurisdiction in all criminal matters (D,R.153), 

Militaey Commanders, all British military personnel, are the virtual 
rulers of the areas under their command, and the Civil District Commission
ers act merely as political advisers to them (D,R.6(3). A Military Commander 
is the sole authority on the liberty of the inhabitants within his area; he 
can restrict the movements of any person in his area and expel him therefrom 
(D.R,109): he can put any person under police supervision (D.R.11O); he or 
any person authorised by him can direct the detention of any person for an 
unlimited period of time (D.R.lll); he is not answerable for any such act to 
any one; it is sufficient if he is of the opinion that the act is necessary 
or expedient (D,R.108). A Military Commander can order the forfeiture and 
demolition of pro~erty in his area (D,R.119)·; he can order the billeting of 
additional police (D,R,121); he controls roads and traffic (D.R,122 & 126); 
he imposes curfews (D.R.124); he may close areas and expel therefrom all the 
inhabitants (D.R.125); he may order the opening and closing of business and 
other premises. (D,R.129), 

Additional powers are given to a Military Commander if martial law 
is declared in his area; such as closure of banks (D.R.154), prohibit.ion of 
traffic (D.R.156),• making orders and directions with retrospective effect 
(D.R,160). 

The High Commissioner cannot overrule any decision of the Military 
Authorities and he has thus divested himself of most of his executive powers 
in favour of the British Military Forces, in breach of his constitutional 
duties. 

7• COLLECTIVE RES 0 ONSIBILITY 

The nrinciple of collective criminal responsibility is stretched in 
the Defence Regulations to a most alarming extent. A person may be sentenced 
to death if it is proved that he is a member of a group or body of persons 
another member of which committed an office of a certain class such as carry
ing or dischargin« arms (D.R.58(d). Similarly, a member is liable to life 
imnrisonment if another member has committed an offence of a certain class, 
such as possession of arms, damage to roads or vehicles, (D.R.59(g). 
·• requisition of buildings and land (D.R.158) 
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"Group or body of ~crsons 11 is nowhere defined in the Regulations 
and may mean anythihg. It is not ev~n necessary that the member who actually 
committed the offence whould have done it on behalf of the group or body or 
in furtherance of its objects. The mere membership of an offender renders 
all tho other members, however innocont, liable to these severe punishments. 

A house nay be· forfeited, the occupants thereof evicted, and the 
house destroyed on the sole ground the.tit is situated in a town some of the 
inhabitants of which have, in the opinion of a Military Commander, committed 
an offence against the Defence Regulations involving violence (D.R.119). 

LI;BiRTY OF THE SUBJECT 

8. Any soldier or policemnn may arrest any person without a warrant and 
keep him in custody for seven days if he believes that there are sufficient 
grounds for a Military Commander to detain him or for the High Commissioner to 
deport him (D.R.112]). 

Any person can be searched without warrant by any soldier or policeman 
9D.R.76). There is no provision for women to be searched by women only. 

The powers of a Military Command.or to restrict the movements of persons, 
put them under police supervision and to detain them have already been men
tioned. 

The High Commissioner may order tho deportation from Palestine of any 
persons, without even snecifyirie their names, numbers or description and with
out giving any reasons (D,R.112). 

The Power of a Military Commander to im~ose curfew for any period of 
time enables him to impose a wholesale home arrest of the entire population 
of the curfew area as a punitive moasurce 

As has been stated, there is no Court or Authority to whom one can 
ap~eal against any encroachment upon liberty. The only vestige of appeal is 
an objection against an order of detention, and against such order only, to an 
Advisory Committee (D.R.111) but even this is no more than a shadow of a right. / 

The detainee is neither given a charge nor a precis of facts on which 
the suspicion against him is based; the com~osition of the Committee is nowhere 
published; it sits in camera; it has no law or rules to go by; the detainee 
does not apJ)0ar before it nor is he represented by a lawyer or anyone; the 
c.r.n. is represented before the Committee; the material before the Committee 
is a report of the C.I.D. and their re~resentations and a netition by the de- . 
tainee which in the circumstances cannot amount to muc~ more than a general 
~rotest of innocence. Evon then the decis•ions of tho Committee are merely re
commendations which may or may not be accepted by the Military Commander. 

MILITARY COURTS 

9. There is no ~rovision that any of the officers who constitute the 
Military Courts re~uire aey legal qualification. In fact they very ofton have 
no such qualification. This is TJa.rticularly deplorable since they are the 
judges both as to law and fact, they are not bound by aey procedure (D.R.21) 
and they arc entitled to admit evidonco which under the ordinary law is in
admissible (D.R.22), Even in a ca~ital case there is no ~relimina.ry enquiry, 
and the accuse is unaware of the na.tu.re of the evidence and of the names of the 



witness against him. All he is giv.~n is a short statement of a few lines 
stating the facts constituting his guilt. 

The judgment of the Court need not be, and never is, reasoned.· 
The judgment is final and unappeala'ble and cannot be oues t ioned anywhere 
(n.R.JO)i the only semblance of appeal is a petition by the convict to the 
General Officer Commanding to vary the judgment or sentence. 

The elementary rules for treatment of prisoners under sentence of 
death and the procedure of execution do not apply to persons sentenced to 
death by Military Courts (D,R,52). ' The prisoner need not be informed of 
the time of the execution (as in P.R.289); he need not be evacuated to a 
hospital even if the prison doctor considers it imperative (as in P,R.292); 
he is not entitled to visits of relatives or of his religious minister (as 
in P.R,295) i he need not be executed in private (as in P.R. 298); there is 
no need for a religious minister to be present at the execution (as in 
P,R.301); there is no need to hand over the body to the relatives for burial 
(as in P.R. J02). 

CENSORSHIP 

10, There is an elaborate set of regulations providing for censorship 
both of postal communications ~nd publications including newspapers (D,R, 
86-101). 

~he censor may, and in fact does, require the submission of 
newspapers for censorship before publication (D.R,97). The censor may sus
pend or close any newspaper and confiscate the printing press if any pub
lication in the news~aper is considered by him to be unlawful even in the 
case where the publication has previously passed the preliminary censor
ship (D.R.100). 

PROPERTY 

11. The powers of a Military Commander to order the forfeiture and 
demolition of property has already been mentioned, 

A District Commissioner may requisition any immovable property 
(D.R.114). The scope of this power is so wide that it enabled the requi
sitioning not only of solitary premises but of entire business centres 
and residential quarters in Jerusalem, Haifa and Tel Aviv. The source 
of livelihood of a greB.t many business and professional men was thus seri
ously impaired; thousands of persons were almost overnight to leave their 
homes. Under the Regulation the guilt or innocence of the evacuees is of 
no importRnce, and in these evacuations no suggestion of any suspicion of 
guilt of any of the evacuees was ever made. 

Any soldier or policeman, if authorised by an officer, may search 
any premises or vehicles etc. without a warrant (n,R,75). The authorisation 
may be general, and the regulation is so wfde in scope that it enabled mass 
searches to be effected in Tel Aviv for four consecutive days, when the 
entire city was searchod from house to house, and in Jerusalem and other 
parts of the country when whole quartors were from time to time searched 
from house to house, without any .suspicion attaching to any particular house. 
The necessity of the presence during a search of impartial witnesses pre
scribed by the ordinary law is dis~ensed with, 
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MARTIAL LAW 

12. The powers of the Military and the limitations of and interference 
with the liberties and rights to ~roperties of the inhabitants reach their 
apex upon the impos1tivn of martial law upon areas declared to be controlled 
areas {D.R.148). In such case, in addition to all the restrictions ap~lying as 
above stated, the following further restrictions apply to the controlled area; 
all Government Offices are closed to the public(D.R.150); the ordinary Civil 
and Criminal Courts are closed (D.R.151); Military Courts have exclusive juris
diction over all offences (D.R.153); banks may be directed by the Military 
Cormnander to be closed (D.R.154); no telephonic, telegraphic or postal ser
vices, either local or with other areas in Palestine or with other countries 
are provided and telephonic and telegraphic a~paratus may bo disconnected. (D.R. 
155): movement of ~ersons and vehicles into and out of the controlled area 
are prohibited(D.R.156)1 any person may be removed by order of the Military 
Commander from the controlled area to any place in Palestine (D,R,157); a 
Military Comr.ia.nder may exercise the requisitioning powers of a District Com... 
missioner (D,R.158). In short, the controlled area is put under absolute 
military rule and is cut off from the rest of Palestine and the world. 

References: 

D.R. is abbreviation for Defence Regulation 
P.R. n 11 " Prisons Rule. 

Palestine Order-in-Council 1922-23 appears in Vol. 3 Laws of 
Palestine (Drayton) p.2569 seq. & p.2591. 

Palestine (Defence) Order-in-Council 1937 appear s i n Sup~lement 2 to 
Palestine Gazette No.675 of 24.3.37, p.267. 

Defence Regulations 15, 57(2),58(d), 59(g), 112B as well as an amendment of 
111 appear in Supplement 2 to Palestine Gazette No.1470 of 28.1.46 -
also 112 appears in the same Gazette but an amendment thereof 
appears in Supplement 2 to Palestine Gazette No. 1536 of 20.11.46. 

Defence Regulations 148, 150, 151, 153, 154, 155, 156, 157, 158 and 160 
appear in Supplement 2 to Palestine Gazette No. 1572 of 10.4.47. 

Defence Regulations 30 and 52 appear in Supplement 2 to Palestine Gazette 
No. 1574 of 17.4.47. 

All the other Defence Regulations mentioned in this Memorandum appear in 
Supplement 2 to Palestine Gazette No. 1442 of 27.9.45. 

The Prisons Rules appEar in Vol. 3 of Laws of Palestine (Drayton) 
p.2057-8. 



• UNI'm NATIONS 

LAKE SUCCESS, NASSAU COUN'l'Y, NEW YORK 

4 June 1947. 

Dear Sirs 

I have the honour to inform you ~hat the Unit.~d Nations 

Special Committee on Palestine, after careful consideration of your 

letter of 19 May 1947 and of the general problem of re4tions with 

representatives of the Mandatory Power and of the populatio~ of Pales

tJne, adopted on J June at its third meeting the following ru.le of 

proced~re: 

"Jhe Mandatory Power, the Arab Higher Committee_, and 
t~e_Jewi~h Agency f9r Palestine may appoint liaison of
fic~rs to the Committee wh9. shall supply such_ information 
or render such other assistance as the Co,?JI11ittee may re
quire. The liaison officers ma.y, suo moto, present at 
the discretion of the Committee such i nformation as they 
tnaY' think advisable. 11 

I would appreciate it if you would inform me at an early 

date of the name of the ~iaison Offi~er of the Jewish .Agency if it 

may wish to designate such an officer. 

Abba Hillel Silver, Chairman 
American Section 
The Je~ish Agency for Palestine 
16 East 66th Street 
New York 21 1 I. Y. 

I have the honour to be, 

Your. obedient se!'Vant, 

/sj V. Ht,o 
VIO'ro~ 9HI-~SA.I H09 
Personal ~epreaentative of 
The Secretary-General 
Special Committee on Palestine 
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jUCY PCEASE :INFORM URGENT~Y ACC MEMBERS AMERJCA 
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lNaJJDJNG ZUCKERMAN SECONOCY tlO~D Pi:;ENARY EXECMEET'ING ... " . -

ECEVENTH JUNE JERUSACEU AS ANNOANCED STOP EXECUTIVE . - • - , ~ . ' 

CONS'I DERS 1·MPERAT,.IVE FU~C ~TTENDANCE TH.IS .IMPORTANT-
• ' . . .. - . 

M~E.T~~ NG THEREOF RE URGES Al~ MEMBERS AMER] CA MAKE UTMOST 
EFFORT ARalVE JERUSACEM NEXT WEEK UNQUOTE• • -

I • - .. I • -. o 
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JEWISH AGENCY FO~ PALESTUlE 

16 East 66th Street 

New York 21, N. Y. 

Dr. Victor Chi-Tsai Hoo 
Pe1··sonal 'Cepresentative of the 
Secretary-General 
Special Committee on Palestine 
United Nations 
Lake Success. New Yo'.T'k 

Dear Dl". Hool 

June 9, 1947 

I am directed by Dr. Abba. Eillel Silver. Chairman of the 
American Section of the Jewish Agency for Palestine. to acknow
ledge_ wit~ thanks you~ letter to him of June 4th infoTming us of 
the decision of the United lTations Special Committee on Palestine 
with :refel"ence to the appointment by the Jewish Agency of a 
liaison officel" to the pommittee. 

ft I+<:, 

I have the hono~ to info~m you that the name of the Jewish 
Agency representative will be communicated to the Committee imme
diately u~on its a'.T'rival in Palestine, 

You:rs sineeTely, 

.A.1'thur Lourie 
Director 
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To: 

FROM: 

' ,, ' ', ' ' 
,~,~' r,ac, n,,,n,n nu:norr· • 

The ·Jew'ish AgenQy for Palestine 

MEMORANDUM J~e 2,, 1947 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver •• ~· • 

Arthur Lourie 

Tu.vim has informed me that you would like to see the Minutes 
of the meeting of the Executive in which the question of the Friends 
of the Ha.€anah wa,~

1 
discussed. I am enclosing the releYant section 

of the stenotypists record as it stands. I have marked in pencil 
in the margin the section dealing with this matter. 

I am trying to get into touch with 'Ba.binowitz to ascertain 
the present status of the whole affair. 

, \ \ 



l' 
' 

l 

• Arthur Lourie 
ewish A1ency tor Palestine 

],6 East ·ssth Street 
New York 21, N.Y. 

My dear Mr. Lourie& 

June 23, 194 7 

I am .sending you a copy of the letter or Mr. Marshall 
to Senator \~agner 1n response to Wagner• s request that t he documents 
~rtaining to the Mutti should be publist ed. I wn sending it to 
you on the oft chnnce thut you have not seen a copy of it. 

Have you cabled to J er.-usalem the suggestion that at the 
proper time the Committee of Inquiry should ask t he United States to 
express its opinion? Henderson has twice indirectly suggested t hat 
this be done as a means ot getting America's official opinion 
registered. 

Mr. Tuvim phoned me this morning about the organization or 
the Friends or thJ Hagana which is taking place, its incorporation, 
etc. I do not recall that the Agency Executive took finul action on 
the matter or that ftmda were allocated for that purpose. I should 
be grateful to you it you would send me a memorandum on this GubJect 
indicating where the matter stands at the filoment. 

I am enclosing herewith a letter which I received from Dr. 
Saul Lande. There seems to be considerable merit to what he writes. 
Is there anything we can do about it? You may wish to pass on Dr. 
Lande 1s thought to the Agency in Jerusalem. 

AHS1BK 
Enc. - 2 

With all good Ni.shes, I remain 

Very cordially yours, 



The Jewish Agency for Palestine 

MEMORANDUM 

'June 24, 194? 
To: Dr• .Abba 11llel Sil Yer 

FROM: 

. . 
I eaolo•• a 00P7 of 1oae no\99 which I haTe ••' \o Mr. Jo1w 

llcDoial.4 wi\ll reference to h1a article on Z1on.1Sll, \he draft of which 
1 -h•• ha4 an opportun1,7 of •••lnc• which 1, ·to ~ar in Ule near 
tu.wr• tn 1o,tune •aca11ae. 



•• 

IQ!I OJ FQl'lQQ ♦JTXQLI 

ba 2, 8 lipee tra em: •Political Zionism is rupant · Jevi■h 

nationalie••• Preauaabl7 the writer does not deecribe the aap1rat1on1 of the 

Ir.lab or the Clreelcs or the Czechs tor the maintenance ot their national 
. 

in4epnd.eace aJ •ramput• national.id. !he use of the word here is ottena1Te 

and unJuat1t1ed. 
. 

Page 2, 5 11nea ,frgm ·ep41 •Political Z1on1am ••• took a commanding poei-

tion over cultural Zionie■ in organised Jewr7 after 1939•. !Ilia idea recur, 

at various places 1n the art1dl.e. It betrqa a complete miaunder1tan41:ng 

of Zionia~ histor7 and of the use of the term 1caltural Zionia•. Dr. 

Weizmann who was the strongest sdvocate tor acceptance ot the Peel Commiaaion 

proposal t~ ~J'eviah State in 193? 11 n~ more or less a poll tic al Zic,ni1t 

than aq Jen-CJu.rion vho vae prillar117 reaponaible for the JU tilore progr• • . 

Bor vaa Weimann uq leas a political Z1on1et in 19~7 when he obtained the 

l3altoa.r Declaration than he was in 1937 or than he is to-dq. .lt the ••e 

tille hie belief in the u1 timate eete.bl1abaen\ of a tTewieh State was alvqa 

cond.ltioned b7 his comct1on that that State woul.4 ZM>t come ualeaa a t1na 

fow:rid.ation 1n tera• of actual achine11ent - of an eatabl1ehe4 Jewish 1ettlaeat 

in Palestine - hat flrat been la14. ~tval Z1on1111 on the other ham wu 

an abstraction baaed oil the 14ea of 1aolat1q cnltural probl•• from pol1i1cal 
I 

economic u4 • other factor,. :All tbat vu requ.ired aceorcliJIC to thia theorJ . ; 

vaa a center of Jeviah ~tu.re eufficiantl.7 large to IUrTlTe and ■aintaia 1\1 
. 

1D41T14ual existence. •••~Baal, the chief ezponut of cultural Z1oa1m, 

ab&114onecl it after the !al.tour Declaration. Ouitural Zioni111 vu at no time 

accepted br the Jeviih J1Uae1 or the Z1on1at 'lee4erehip. 

. , 



Pace 3, Lt.Pt 8: •!he rise of political Zion1•• to a position of 

domination in world Jewish a,fair1 ••• has rough.17 paralleled the ri1e of 

the lui moYaent 1n lurope•. • Again this ehova a lack of underatancling 

of the depth of the Z1on1at idea in Jewiih life and thoupt. !he tre

aen4oua enUmaf- eJ2gendered aaongst the Jewish maaaea in the l1nited 

State e 1a 1917 b7 the 1'al.~our Declaration vae not a reaction' to the 

growth <>f lasiem in hope after World War I. Similarl7, with respect to 

the intense lorJCing, which long predated the rise of Sui Genaalll', of the 

great Jewieh COJUltUlitiea of Poland Lithuania and the other la.stern Jbropaan 

countries for a homelaa\ of their own. 

Pv, 3, 6 lipea tro11 epl: !Ile same f'allac7 underlies the 1tat•ent 

that 1 Z1on1aa had to await the e011ing of Hitler to inapire a conaiderable 

number of Jews to take it 1eriou1l71 • !he onl7 eoament one can •alee on 

this stateaent ia that the writer 4oeu•t:know what he is talking about. 

• Page S, line ,2: "llumanitar1an and political principles were thua 

shakily hinged together•. Jroa the ver, beginning Zionism haa com-

bined. the idea ·of the po11t1c&l reeetabl1ehaent of the Jeviah na\1on aD4 

that of prov14112g a aecure home tor those Je'tl8 in neecl ot it. !he two 

are 1ntimatel7 and inextricabl.7 aasoclated. !he7 are not 1 1hakil7 hinp4 

together•. the further a,aggeation that for the political Zioaiat the 

aiae17 of the 4S..pla.ce4 person, vu ■erel7 an opportunit7 for t171Dg to 

achieve a -erieal --.,orit7 oYer the -!raba, 11, once more, offena1Ye 

am. 11Jl1farrante4. Al for the reference in llu 1) to 1Z1onlet c•pa1gu h 
~ • 

• ,he caape of ltirope tor illal,:ratioa to Palestine• preolov.1 little ·c•pa.1plnc 

vaa requirecl to pereua4e the 4eo111atec! ranant;e ot Ule •a.st 1latipter that 

the7 414 not viah to reila!.n in the g;raveJa,rd of la.rope 'ba.t wanted a land of 

tllelr own. • 



. •· 

. . 

Pye 10, S 1111, fJ:q• egt: 1According to Berzliaa logic it ultiaatel7 

took 6,000,000 dead. to get 600,000 liTing into Palestine.• '!bi• ls too 

clner b7 far. Oil• might aa well eq that 1 accor41ng to the logic of 

liberal. lmaan1tar1aniaa it ul.t1aa1:el7 took 6,000,.000 d.•a4. to get :,00,000 

11Ting into the United States in the inter-var period. 1 Learlng aaide 

the fact tllat moat of the 600,000 had. actual.17 eettle4. in Palestine before 

the lazi Jll88B alang'hter took place, 1, was not beomse of any 4efect in 

Her11•a· logic that ao few were aoed but b7 reaaon of the 1peecl of the 

•asl 41eaater 8D4 the attitude of the llaalato17. On ,he contrar7 he foresaw the 

danger of an ner ■ore aggravate4 persecution an4 concluded that the onl7 

anawer· was a hoaeland of their own for the leviah people. ••nte would 

aeea to hoe justified him •illt too :fu.l.17. 

Paa 1:,, 111116: •Jews were courted 1n the 18th oentv7•. !bis 

1s certainl.7 an eX9€geration. In ~laJltl, for e::remple, 411criminator7 

law• which preTented Jeva fro• election to Parl1:aent were not repealed 

until the ■id-19th centUl7. 

Pact Il,9 "'11pt■ tnw uf,1 .fh• auggeat1on that Britain got the aupport 

ot the Arabs in World War I ia far too general. (1ee attached note) 

ha 2.0, en4 of lat Parwaph: It is suggested that the aentence 

ahov.14 be -•14 to read 1What they- 41d to rock, awaap and deaert fora, 

an UD&8sa1~able Zionist arpment tor faToral,le Jwlgment. 1 

ha 2l,, lia, 13: !lie auggestion that Zionie■ was in a 1tate of 4eollae 

aa4 vu rniTe4 onl.J' b7 the Bitler pereecution.,. 11 1n contradiction with the 

t1 evieh aituation h katera oapout the inter-var 

; ~ auoti a 41relopaent a.a the ea ehment, with the particlpatio 

the lefft.ing •• of the enlarged lewieh 



• t 

. \ ' 

•:tn. two 7eare cultural Zion.1811 
I • 

e fed b7 It hu &lrea47 been ~ste4 that 
I . 

the wri\er has' an entirely fal.ae conception of ~cal.tural Zion.1 .. 1 an4 the 

part · it plqe4 ~D Zionist hiatoey. !he ~•• that up till 1942 1 cialw.ral 
• I J 

. 
Zionists• were ln th• aa\dle an4 that the7 the g&Te va, to 1politioal 

Zionl•ta• ,11 aonaenae. Weimann, Jen..:Qur1on, Shertok, 'Ill~~' aD4 othere 
.. , .. . 

who conducted the cleit1n1ee of the Zionist moTsent pr.tor to, as well as 

after, the Jilaore Conference were aa mah i,11t1ca1 Zionis\1 before that 

conference as they re11a.1ne4 attervarta. What the 111 taore Conference 
' 

414, hown'er, waa to recogni1e the iapo1•1"'bilit7 ot contime4 large-scale 

t.mm~ation and aettl•ent um.er Jritlih "11•~ !he 3ew11h CollllOllVealth 
f ' • • 

fonmla vaa baaed on the conclueion to which the Z1on11ta had been dr1Tea 

that onl.1 b7 Jeviah ooDtrol of Jewie• .!Dlgration azi4 4nelopaent could 

un1nterrti.pte4 hlmiiratioa 1ato Pa.1.eatiu be aaeured. Such difference• 

aa dneloped ·la r.egart to the ,11taore progr,a were With· reprcl ·~ -,haei1 

an! approaeh f~ther .thaa pol111cal obJec\lTe. 

!o 4esor1'be the pre1ent • phue of Ziom• u the 
. . 

•labo\!na~ perio4.~. _11 a 41atortloa. A IR1Ch aore accurate '-••cr1pt1on 
. 

I • • 

voul4 be the 11h1te Paper l>'r1o411 • 1h11 ■ialeading iapre1a1on 1• r•i..,_ 
, . ~ 

l • 

' forced \1 the reference to e o at, retvninc T1ctor1a111l7 to 

the off~cial Z1on1at fold rati .... e,1 lut 19ar1 (pace 25. lln• 12) 
• , 

"lar fro• th11 'being ~ dot return, it reflect lti~n o•. the 
. . 

art 111oa11t t their ho • of eetabl1 Zion.iet 
,. . 

rgan tell voul4 ett 14 orgaa1sa\1o~ had. .f aile4. 91 
. . 

ztent ot tla • • cto the fl~• of 1 vhick the 

of '..
1 

t t .oTe note 



• ter1~,1c of tlie 11hite Paper period• that 

t of • wh1.to17 power levleh ••ttl•ent, 

er the 41rec on . set e e4•rah1p, 1nclud111£ the 
r 

, UM 16, · Silver has neTer, aa tar aa I kaow, reg11tered 
• t- .,, .. ~ , ~1.: 

as a · ~P,lbliean and would pr,o'babl7 deq att111at1on with the llepa.'bl1can · 
. 
I 

~ 

l;ine 10: think that the deecri~ion of Dr. Goldmann 
. . . 

1aal1at• .11 a fa1r one eTen thoup 1Ji ht1 Tiev ~ partition based . . 

• I 

Palestine ehoul4 be regded . aa au acceptable oo:mpro111ae·. ~at Tiev was, 

in fact, emtor1e4 i7 a large ~rit7 of ·the itoniet kecut1ve in Paris 
-. ""' •• ... • f 

' ' 

'• !he :Palestine Al bah l•Oyha group, which was represented 

at . the la.at Congreae, an4 believe• that -creement amat 'be souc;ht w1 th 

the lritiah at al:lloat any co•t, coul4 perhaps properl7 be 4eacri'becl aa 

·...---............. 1ae~ .... , 21g . • principle . lt-4 era nation 

:t to al•.•tiae mat be ~•abe~fd that Palestine as such 
f .. • ' 

tate. . e he7-d.q of .Arab power 1 t zie co 

■1n1o • ng World Wai- I · the nationa o . c 

the Ar • . a people ae val of \he J 

era • 1oa: th1 he aa I of U&• 



·,1 

1J'ederal1sation• 11· not the appropriate word. !he 
. , 

acbne propoeel 11 real.17 one for •canton1za.tion•. J'ecleraliza~ion lapliee 

,he g:raat of anthorit7.from the conat1tu.•nt el•ents to the centerl !b11 

t,· not ·the cue in the :Br!tiah adt8118 ,it.ere the central•llritieh Govermaent 
. . 

retalna all ··••nt1al powers. !ha 1r1,1ah hoe no cloubt gt.Yen carrenc7 . 
~ . 'f 

... to • the word 1ecleral1zat1on aa being mo.re ~ttract1Te to the .lmerican ear. 
• l ~ a . . .' 

Pvt JJ, 11&1 lQt !hia ia .no place to go -1n\o a cl~aeuaeion of aational.1••• . ' . 
' . 

I.it to ~••cr1be •t1onaliaa a.a •the ·vor1t o! a11 ·poe11ble pol1t1cal. motivation••• 
·to ,i 

. o•t~a1Dl1 •••• to be go1q a trifie fez-. 

• .. In general ao tar as the conclusion of the article fa concern.a., one baa 

the bprea11on that the writer •1nglea oa.t for c~n4e11Dation Jewieh national.1111. 
' ' 

Vh.7 not at the saae t1me condemn the de11re tor na.tiow 1n4epeD4eace of all 

othe:r peopl••• 

On »aa 34, 'Z 11111 fro• the ta' , 1,1, . al,~~ a •bi-national. 

ata.te which would: pa.t 1t up to· the residents of Paleetine to work out their 

differencea. !he writer does not indicate what. 'he aeane by a "b1.-na.t1onal 

, 'ltate• - • .~eh uen1 ~ tai!lge to •8117 people. ·~••. he . iapl7 a 1p92:it7 

.etate• (in alc;h ·•·ach national gt'o'tlp 1• equally i-epr~••nte4 in all goTern-
, ' . 

•ental ' -illat1tllt1o~ • . as suggested 1,7 Di-. ~••> or a ·•tate in which ~ 
tolerated Jewieh minoritt wou.14 be parat•ed certain rtgh,a n.nAer :the 

c~natitut1on. •.• Ii· tb:e former hov .. 1o,, Ile propoae to deal with the 1neTitab.le 

4ea41ock llh1eh will erS.ae • • It the latter,. vb.at pl'oapect 11 \here that the 
' • t ' 

~ Nlittl, ae n•nwal "1.er ot P~est1ne, vill obs•"! •• propo•ecl paraat"• 

• arr. aore tua l~ tile Iraq11 ob■ene \he gu.arc ~••• ci••n \J' 'h• to the 

wacae ot ~~i•u Yi* re,pect \o tile Aaa,r1an illn.orl'f ,._ thq pro-
' J 



-7-

eonclwtt.nc 1ent;1llenta. 10 offioa1l.7. 4no14 of •'I r~al eolutioa. that it 

11 difficult to co•ent on it in 4eta11. 

11eaoTe the goal of a Jeviah State an4 vhat 40•1 migration ... tterT • 

It rill coat1na.e to aatte:r a grea4 deal to \he Ara.be ail4 Tltall.J' - 1n 

the literal ieue of the wr4 - to a great •UI' Jeva. 

1If the h11to17 of Ille Jeva ••-- UJthinc, after the :t1r1, 100. 000 

r•tace•• ha.Te came into Paleat1u there vlll not be •MT aore 4.,- iro•• 

of go1ng1 • Oae ut retort that, it the h1eto17 ot the Jeq mean.a &111'-

thiag the ooa,1matlon of their national Jloaeleaenes• otters noth11ag bllt 

the proipect of cont1me4 1naecurlt7 ail4 perio4tc peraecutlon. 1A 'bi

na,1onal atate in Paleetine (a4er a reT1et4 lritllll Ma.,ate or a 'tJnitecl 

lat1one !n1teeahip) ••• that 11 a proo-• with inept.ration and a tltture 11 . 

!he Jew ot Paleatiu a4 el1nhe:re tor that aatte:r caa 1ee prec1ou1 lit~le 

inepiration in the pro1~ct of coatinue4 Jritish !ruteelhlp. Aa tor an 

1nteraat1onal h1\eeall1p, 4••• thie iaply here a three or fov-power 

tru,teelhip in •1eh, u in the cue of the !rie1te reclile, great power 

polltlc1 "111: proc1uce oDl.7 ~al.1■11: or hu the writer 1oae other ■cheae 
• 

up hie alene which he fall, to llaclo••• 

1Pol1t1~al lion1111 net be regar4el e11ent!&1.l1 aa a ~MDll'i't aal hope-

•o•••'• aner\hel••• Po1111aal Z1oa1111 vhteh vu reaJ)taalbl• 

gener a1 the oae eat cou\nto\1Te aohleTaeat 

colon1sat1on o atio 

Paleatiu la o\Ttou1l7 all 



The Jewish Agency for Palestine 
I• 

MEMORANDUM 

.. 
I 

June 26, 1947 
To: Dr. Abba Bill el S11Ter 

FROM: -'rt!mr Lourie 

. ' 
I aav Judge llitldn4 t~i• morning am. enclose a note 

which I haTe prepared. on the l>aais ot hi• verbal re~r, to me • 

. ' . 

. . 



, . 
Iott ot Qppyeraation Jet1111 le 

Jollowing some introductor1 talk of a personal and informal ch&l"aeter, 

:a; said that he had wanted to talk to I. about Palestine. In doing so he 

euggeatecl that it might be helpful if :I. could 1m.1cate, in general, hie 

attitude to the idea of the Jewish lational Home. I. at once statecl that 

he vas favorabl1 disposed to the Jeviah l'ational Home and that, for two 

reaaona. Ke va.s not tiltluenced in the matter b7 religious considerations. 

lht in the first place he knew what the Jewa had done in Palestine; with 

the Arabs on the other hand it was not the case of the Arab follo~ing the 

desert b\lt the desert following th~ Arab. !he Jews were doillg a good job 

of work and he felt it was in the general interest of mankind 1;hat that 

vorlc of deTelopnent should contin11e. Am. secondly, he favored a Jewish 
. 

homeland because it was his observation that ,if a group has no place of 

its own that makes for trouble • 
. 

:a. eubsequentl7 qualit1e4 this 'b7 aqi.ng that he did not agree that 

\he place tor the Jeve Inlet neoessaril7 be Palestine. !bus from what he 

had seen in CJrenaica there we.a mu.ch to be aai~ 1D foor of that countr,. 

R'. replied tliat there vaa nevert~eleas an ind~en.ou• population alao in . 

Oyrenaiea which would before long conatitute a parallel probl• to that of 

the Arabs in Palestine, who, in 19l? ·had. also DOt been conaidered a maJor 

!actor • . Int be7ond 'tl:tia was the essential tact that the Jews ju.et 414n1t 

want to go to C7renaica, . whereas the7 cli4 want to go to Pal.ee~ine. ,ll. 
I • 

also drev attention to the peat investment t deTatio~, enera. am. capital 
. ' 

·' " ' 

1fhioh the Jeve had made in Palestine; their achieTement there tQdq ha4 

or liquid • 



'. 

• I 

t. 

J 
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In answer to 1 1s inquiry as to the proapeeta ot the passage of 

the Stratton bill, ll. eaid he telt that the prospects were not good • . ' 

I. mentioned that in 1945 he had recoaended an •e41ate transfer ot 
' 

a substantial. number of DP1s ~o the Ullited State,. Hie experience at • 
- . 

that time had suggested that they were lik:el7 to ■alee a useful contri-

bution to this countey1 s resources. He also expressed himself as still 

f'aYorable to the idea ot settling :Balte in Alaska. 

Ooaing baclc to the question of Pales·tine, I. stated that what the 

!ritish wanted was that the Americans should accept re1ponsibilit7. He 

went on to eq that there waa a difference of opinion aa to the extent 

to which Arab hostilit7 was likel7 ~o be a 4angero~a factor in the event 

of favorable action b7 the United Sta.tee on the Jewish lfational Home. Some 

said yea, and some said no. !here were questions of s-.botsge ot pipe line• 

and coJIIDl'lll11cat1ona, and I. referre4 to the 1~ea of a 11Jehad". ! • , ~ 

ll. aaked it _he might let ~. haTe & memorandum on th:e strategic aspects 

which had been prepared b7 the Jewish Agency. In 10 tar as he had know

ledge of the matters discussed in the memoram.um he associated hilllaelf 
' . 

nth the. point• made there. ·It was & meiaorandum drawn up _b7 competent 

people. Ke added that in present .c~CWll8taneee it was very easy for 

an,. Eg)'ptian politician to obtain attention by letting himselt go on the 

Palestine ia1ue, but if once a Jewish State vaa es tabli1hed the .A.raba 
. ~/ 

would in the course of time he.Te other f'ish to tey. and would accept 1 t aa 
I 

a :taot. !a the covae of ·tl1eua1ion a, to whether a pro-.Arab or pro..Jewiah 

• 1ettl•ent woul~. be more 11kel7 to achieYe t1nalitJ', L said that a pro-Arab 
' 

1ol1lt1on.vnl.d. 'al.moat certainl7 be a apr1Dgboarcl .for ftlrtber demand, on the 

part ot the· .Are.be~ WQuld ia fact not coutitute a final 1ettl•ent. l'or 

the lew1 tarihe?'llore ,here ie no alternntiTe, theJ' must achine the national 



,\ 

. ' 
hose or straggle on 1n4ef1nitel.7 - ~ere vae. DO other vq out. ¥1th 

refuence to the question ~t b7 :z. aa to whether there was atill rooa 

for an agreed solution a. drew attention to ameaorand,m filed b7 hill 

in J81/.f'J.&r7 1946 with Beadquarter1 in which he ha4 aaearted that azq hope 
. . 

ot a aolution vae 4.oomed to failure ea!. t~at what was cal.led tor was 

1dec11ion,' .1W!-&ll•~ and execution•. :I. r•aral that na\ura.117 I.. vaa 

ta111ar with the tact tha.t the !riti•h GoTenaent had. proceeded on a 

contra.?7 aaa\111J)t1on for, the laat 18 aolltha. I. upre11ed aaaent to 

1.1 
• comment that h11tor7 had in .fact borne out hia own T1en. JI. ~aid 

that he would be glad to s tu.47 the ••orandua and asked 1f he might 

pua lt on to the Secretar7 o~ State with h11 co•ent,. !o tats 

ll read.117 agreed. I. uJced abo11t our. relationtaip Y1 \h the . Seeretar,

am L pointed out that in Tiew ot Jtarlhal.1 11 •111tar,- background the 

contact• of the ~ewiah Jgenc7 leader• with him ba4 hitherto been veq 

11.aited. 2. vent on to eq that on paper American polio7 on Palestine 

• . waa good but that the Jllericu att1 tude at the United lationa had been 

diaappointinc. MoreoTer leading repreaentat1Te1 of the United Statea 

CJoTer•ent had on occaa1on ev-en. gone 10 fa:r aa to di1courage \he an,a'11ie1 
• • ;<It 

of other 1tat••• In this oonnect1on, without aent1oning naea, Jl. · referred 

to a apeoltic off-the-record meeting between Jlerechel Johnaon an4 certa.in . 

South .American repreaeatatiT••• 

At one polat 1~ the 1aterchance of 1deae there vas a ·reference t'o 
" ' • 

the ettecta· ea the Jaer1oan scene of the ab1ence of a 1ettl111at ' in Patee-

. . 
aede .~t '11e concentration ot Jaer1oan Jen on tlt.11 extraterrltor1&1 

• probl• oTe riod." • U14 'be oani 



lxcept for. a paa11M reference there vaa no cl.11cua1ion of the 

lu.11ian ancl•• Stich indication aa ~. gave in thie direction-au«geated 

that he vaa net undul.7 impreaaed b7 that particular arpaen,. 

; !be 1nte"1ew which vu ver7 friendl.7 thro~out laeted -S ainutea. 

J 

. .. 

, . 

r 



~J i :111 t~? s•-1v,m t~ 

~l!G 1 · ft?· V'AltUft ~tA.i~~ ~ ... -~1 ilt . 

(W!P.bt(J! BllO fiNt, •~»i ~,~;\\ .. C.~ffi1 , I ., 

~f«MNffl. ;...cC(tl~I • fJY ►1\~~Jl .~ t~ .~ · t ··,1 rtt .. : . ~ · 

-~ • k lt'mil ~~AitW J~l 11G,,~i ~ 

~.-r ,ma• 
lm Ill 



The Jewish Agency for Palestine 

MEMORANDUM 

June 30• 1947 
To: Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 

FROM: 

'• 

Arthur Lourie 

Attached is a tra.nslation , of a letter received by 
our Latin American Department from Dr. Gerchunott • ot .Argentine, 
reporting on his taar of a number of South Amer~can countries on 
our behalf. • 

I have suggested to Dr. ltoitaaa that in ·the tutu.re he 
eould. arre.iige to haTe !lia .translatiou. reT1aecl tor ~_tyle .. 

• ' 



fl 

June 19, 1947. 

MEl101WIDUM 

- FroI!1: Lt,tin Amcric,m Dop~_rtment, The Jewish Agency for Palestine, WA.shington, D.C. 

To • • The Members of the Executive 

~ubjAct1 TrP.n~la...tion o~ a letter-report submitted by Doctor Alberto Gerchunoff, 
of Buenos Aires, Argentine. 

"Buenos Aires, June 10, 1947. 11 

"Mr. Moises A. Toff, Director 
Latin American Dep~rtment 
The Jewish Agency fer Palestine 
W8shington, D. C . . 

My denr friend: 

The job commissioned to me has come to Rn end and here I Am, bpck At 
home, amid my people and my book~, devoting onoe I!1ore to my profession Rnd 
1 t is easy for me now to summP..rize the impressiona g~thered during my tour 
throughout some South American countries. 

Wnile in Brazil my tA.sk wao gren.tly ensed by the speciPl reaoons of my 
estnblished connections with the press nnd my previous politicnl nctivities 
there which in sorne instnnces ncquired. nn internntionpl chPrr::i.cter, in Limr, • 
my work wrs made n bit hrtrder by the old feeling of the PeruviA.n people. 
There is in LimFi nn Rtmosphere of nntiser.,itiem crer-1ted by the hRtred which 
social cl~.s~es of some distinction h•.,.v~ RCcummulnted in their henrts and, 
naturnlly, even to the tourist would seem logical, the ~g~r~v~ting fEi.ctor 
of tho nctunl jaw of imtnigrgtory origin, whose sudd.en enrichment inere,,seo 
the antagoniam to,,n,.rds the jewi sh cornmuni ty. 

In fnct, backed by their be~t intantion, they told Me much Rbout the 
iJ!ll)resnion caused by the phenomenon of the smrll jewish com~unity on the 
mnn of a middle class social str:nding in P~ru --the Je,:rish CoJT?runi ty in Pe
ru ie of nbout 2,500 people P.nd chnracterizes its elf for the f'.bund~nce of 
of 1 t~ rcso·urccs, the high living lov0ls t:1nd its ~pp~rent outside riches. 
As you will see, Jowish gold is r-ilw~ys thn Flrgumont thr,t develops the usunl 
cntngonistic rcr.,ction with which the Jewish comrnuni ty is isolritcd, ·0011 ttlcd 
ond which, furthcr~oro, is uood to hru:Jpor the fulfillment of its iderls to 
constitute in n n~tion. However, I WA.s nble to imposo or. the ~itUP.tion to 
the point of forcing the press in its dolib8rato oilcnco on the object of 
my e1ission, to account for it, for rny P,ctivities And my interviews "'1th 
personalities of the . officit:1.l circles. You e.r~ frun11iR,r with certA,in facts, 
some even in detA.ils, on which 1 t 1 s not necessary to mnke r--.ddi tional refcr
enco. I cr.n toll you thr.t evon in Lime, n. grc~.t r.v~ny obst~cles of consider
able importance were overcome P.nd I evon movod tho Minister of foreign Af
fnirs, P, young porsonP.,li ty of nristocrfltic cor.r.~ctions ,.,,ho co~sidcrod my 
ri,rgwncnts nnd r:r, drtJ!' of fnr ranching interest, to thP- point the:t he urgnd 
r.l".". to 1!lnk!') th··n, known to tho Prcsidoat of thr. Republic ns well ns to other 
pcrsonRlitioe of high politic~l stMding at preser.t. So, from the President 
to the Cnrdi:.~l, I N'.Ve r.1oved E'.11 the m~nns thnt n. diplotmtic nise1on of 
this r.nturo hnd to t'.vn.11 of, with npproprintc cxn.ctntJes n,r.d scrupulosity, ..,, 



nr.d k~oping i:1 li:10 wi tn this prinordirl pursuit, I wns f-1.bl~ to cont.~ct public 
opinion through the best reputed educntionnl institutior..s of thr-, city. At tho 
University, tho Writors' Associntion ,:ind ~t thC"' I~.sult' Socioty of Mirrflorns, 
of soci~l rnd r.,rtintic prP-r-tig· .. , r:i_y ccnf~rP.:icoo w:~r" h/'-) .~rd rind I :1~v~r f Pilod 
t~ cxplnil--.. the objnctiv~ of MY ~isoion, ~v"r. ,-,h~r. th'1 oubj~cts diocuGr;"'}a. wr>r~ 
compl0tr.ly diff ~rl"r.t. ThA CF'.G" io thr.-t ,-,t tht) U:1i v,"'rsi ty of Snn Mnrcos, rit 
Limn, I tnlkod A.bout th(1 Jcwioh prnblnn, just rs it w~.fl possibl•'.) for r.:c- tn 
cA-plnin our CflU0"1 ri:id our ..,spirntione frcr. oth'Jr tribun~s of trr,.di tin::1.pl r~pu
tr t i an. \-ti th r'"'f("'rcnco to my cor~~"\ct io::s with thr: coanuni ty i tsnlf, I muot 
inf~rr.1 you th-::it nl)twithstnr .. ding its dmnogr"_phic li111itrtion, it is V"'.ry ,:,ctiv'"' 
"::.d sh')WS ri go0d will. which must b"\ ~.ppr'"'cintod, not ig..1orir-.g th" f~ct th~t 
it lr.cks n .") .. 1 of sigr.i.ificrir.c:1 ~net phy~icP.l ,ind spiri tu"l r"'"r in~ss ~nough to 
fr>co niniot0ro. lngial:"tors nnd pnrsonnlitir,s of high positions. How""v .... r, I 
would 'b~ uaf~ir to ignor'"l th"' m .... rit of its r.ff0rts r'nd, ~bnv~ rill, thn br~uty 
of . its d~v'Jtion. In thrit cor:murdty they cr•wit on 80Mn p~rsr;n□ r'S Dr. Woc~t"?l
n11n, n your!g lnwy~r of go--,d dispr;si tion ,,~1d w0ll lovnro in th!"! junicif'l ~,r-_d 
forcasic circlos. Hn is net th('! cnly 0n0, cf coursr,, but I r.""nti0n hin b~
c~uso bcsid0s Mr. Noisor, ho could b~ us~d to nur b0n--fit. In rog~rd t~ th0 
PDruvirui Conr:i ttl') ,, fer Pri.l'~stino, I nuot sri.y thnt 1 t hr.s tho go0d qUFlli tio~ 
nnd. thn wrong aid'1s r-s r.l"St Cof'.r.?itt~~s d0, it b ning nuch O"'tti,r thr,n tho Brn
zilian and ovidontly inf:. rior t 0 thn ChilJM. Its Pr~sid,Jnt, Doctor Jos~ 
Gr.-1 V"'Z, ie ' n p""rscr~!1li ty wh0 could ~o t b,:; r0pl,=,cod wi thcut d.r-trincnt to th"' 
Coroittt')~. H · is .~xtrc0.Jly nffr.blo, h"P.rtily in f"vor of thf" Jrwish c..,.us0, 
C1,nd wh:, ~ft,..,r r0li:-tquishing his duti;\s n.t tho Sonrtn, -vrhich ':•ill b~ !1.i,xt 
August, C')uld :~.sily bo r.10r n widoly nnd norti succossfully usnd in b, ... hr,lf 0f 
the t-rork nf th~ Cor..nittl'\r.. • By '"'11 n0r-r.e his prosid0ncy is r, big riss11t i~ th,, 
Oomi ttor. nnd it w~uld br ~xtrr.noly c.ifficul t t~ rr-•plr.ct") hin. Th~ Cor.T"li tt 1.v~' e 
s~cr8trry, Hrs. Julin. Prilutz}c,; Fnrny, wr.s of oxc~ption~l hnlp to r..0 1~ r..y ,,,ork 
~nd in d:Jvoloping 1v r,lntions in Lir~o. Sr.o'! of th') n'"'nb~re cf th,') ~i0~1ist or:... 
grniznti0n, w.ong thon Dr. K'"'rl, who1: yr,u nny possibl~~ kn0w, inp~ti::mt 0;1 his 
d isiro to noti vrtn th0 Cc,nni tt 0 nnd sor.1cwh~.t co~fusr.d by th" g·..,r!"lrnic ~othodi
cnlisn. would like to hrindl~ th--t nntity ~e if it w0rn,., docilr subordinr'tf' of 
th:-.t Orgrnizrti~:'.'l.. I h~1 d to c . .-.1·· ":ld ~ppoas'.') hir:. H':" ~leC'l "Sk:Jd r." to snt .., 
p~ttnrn cf work f~r thn Zionist Org~~:.iznti~n ri'.r..d I lir.i t-ld nysnlf to rnqu0st 
th~ir efforts, o:-i. th·: first pl"'.c", to ,r,git~t,.., th-~ co1;1!·1unity through conf ,:r..,ncPe 
nnd ln.rgo n.nd snnll grth---rings, 1:: -ora.or to P:nintain in it ,., livir.g civic spirit. 
I b"'li~vc this is n.11 thl'lt could bo d".ln~, r"lld I n.dv:icod thon t() k (lop ir: cont --: ct, 
ir .. friendship rind in co0p0r".ti0::1 with thr. riost ir1pl")rtr.i:-.t Me:n i:-1 Lirin. !ind r-vt'l::i 
to b .~hf'I.V~ in ri. wny th,-.t would i",nnul, b"lc~uso of its scrupul0sity nnc. corrr?ctr:nss, 
th-: inpr:-,ssions thf.".t nl ,.-,pys d0t0rr:i;: " thn • r.ntiEH"rn.i tic f""'"'lir.gs in ~o~t of its 
stf'.g()S. Doctor Kf'lrl hrs insist!"'d th~t I r""qu0st th" J0wish Ag""ncy t0 S'1nd th".'!JT? 
to Lil'1P. ri mr,n who would dir,..,ct · nnd disciplin'"' th0~. It is ,., progrnr. sor.i.~whr-,t 
u.-:icong,1ninl with·no ~nd with th"' spirit cif the Co'."'.r.itt~" of Li~r r.z:.d I "Skl')d 
Dr. Xt'l.rl to desist of his dr'"'nr,s. I addr~ssnci thn cor.munity in c.1ffnr,".'nt op
p")rtUllitins. In '"'- nnr-ting of lor.dors I wr,s subjnctf"d to □f'lny qui"sticne r~lr't!"'d 
tn thn J~wish probl~~, its possibilitins ~nd ito contr~sti~g co~tingnnci"s nc~ 
I hnd to solve: nll th.oso w10.".lubtr.dlr C"lrplic ... t"'d r1r,tt11rs. I nlso 11Fi.dO spncip.l 
t1.da.rnssis in vrricus J!l"'('tint:s "nd I gnv,._ th~~ "?V11rything th"'t r,y spirit c -:,uld 
nfford ia tho b,-Jst nnct !".Ost si:1ccrl) cordin.11 ty. 

Ir~ con:1,Jotil'):. with ny visit to Chile. Inn no l0ss sritisficd. Tl10r"'• du(\ 
to old. pr,,ccdonts, . th-~ Gcv·rnr.ir.nt is ff'vorri.bly incli::nd tc our C1'Uso; I Wr:'.R 1:-i 
ccntA.Ct with its principnl !'!~nb"rs r,nd, ne ir: Li!"r"._ W'1A nccord~d rittnntions 
which tonor n~ nnd which indirectly h~v~ h~d thoir frivorribl~ nff~cts on ~y nis
sio:::i, n rn:,s r>n for r:y sntiaf~c'ti--,!'L. Th0 Minist,.,r :1f F,..,rPign Affriirs g~vo no ,=. 



• 

fnrnwnll di:~:.1or 0f gr,'Pt ,signific~,:~cl'.", i r. th,... :1~r•r :· f -r~1~ Gov"' r:-:1 '1.rmt, ,:, distinc

ti~·;J. vl"'lr:r soldor. n,ccord~d. You rlr~ ~1so fF'r·.ili:r-r with ti~;'."' works crirriod out ir. 

C:1ilo n,:1c~ were L1forncd, 1:.1 ite opp0rtw~ity, cf r.y :,.ctivitir-s ,-,:".icl~ strrtcd i::. 

t:1~ rwr::iag n;1.d C;,I'ic to r'I::. ond by :·:idr.igr.t. I _:->n prirticulr?.rly ortisfi .'"ld by 

th·~ fr.ct thrt I got Dc,ct~r Arturo Al ,-:,ssri:.ldri t::, nddr •"'SS t0 r:;0 th'"· op0:4 l0ttnr 

0~~i. t~ .. c J0wish problm:. publisb.~d by th0 ncwspr-pcrs. I supp-,sr. thr't you :1..,vn 

it nlr ·.-·dy. I hnv ·, r ·1co~::0:.1dod Dr. Gor-:m to y~'.l. r,s t!-1~ right nnr.. to b1: chr-rg,...d 

,,,i tra th~ work P"!~ti0::.1od in ;;,"0ur t , ... lcgrrir:. Thor ~ nrc ir: Chil () f·".P.ny yriu.'1g f11l

lcws, pl0r.srnt :->Ile: 'W~n l~r.ving ~ v i:-,ry nic,"'l "'ppn'-'r~.nc ~, tb"'t could und ~rt!'lkf'.' th" 

rcpr :"S()~1t:,ti0~1 of th.., Agency with grr~r,.t succ0ss. HC'W•'."!v :1r, I prnf~r to rocor.

r•-: c,::ld G!'.',ron b'1C[),U3,, ">f his nxtrnordi~1Fi...ry dovot.ion, tc th~ ~xt~~1t of s~.crificing 

his pr:rscr-~ril intcr~sts ."nd, nt thr' on.r.~n tir..c, fer rJ.is officicncy ris "' rcpr~s~~

t-- tivc, origi:·~~t ·~d througr. his sufficirmt cnp~,.city ~nd r.is r'.'\1'1ny ccr.:~"'ctions in 

thn Chilnnn world. 

This is nll I :-anva t1 report r-nd I would only ~".r:k~ sori~ rcforencc to your 

l'Jtt or, wl·:..ic:1 I rcicoivod t1dny .-.nd in which you ·ncmtirm thn Assonbl:r to br:- hold 

:10xt • Soptcr;bc-r. I C"rnot n~ko n!ly co,r.o::-~ t$ ori t1:i~ rcsp:)ct, r:y donr friend. I 

hnV•; r, r,ro•· t r.~ny probl~r.s p0::ding of solut.io=:1 to d0cid~ l'1nving J3uonos Air"s 

t'"• go to th~t city, w:;,,_ic:~. I would cort~inly liko t0 visit rig:,i:·1. My pt")siti::>:1 

"S ~m n.ctivc r.cwspr.:iprrr:~n ir.:pr.d.!'.' s r:1."! to r -,qu')st 1"?.;W lanvtJ "'nd, i!'. cnso 1;f cl0L1g 

so, I would hr.v<"' t( rctir0 ri~!d t~1is, frf':ikly, I ri!"l not cor.tri.T-;pl~tir.g y~t. WrJ 

will tr1k furthor ,..,b(')ut tl:is. In tho no.--ntir:0, ny e0ul will bri ,,,ith y0u ir. 

your trip, Irr. fully ['.W[',rn 0f it.s tr'"'scondo1'.CY ~!:tt ()f th~ gr~--t difficulti~s. 

I }~opn it will bn n succnasful trip ,-.~d with ":"',y f"i th ir. your vigour f'nd in 

your t'"'.lont I forw"rd you r.;y fr~·t :,r:101 nr.br,.,cn. (Sie:.nd) Albnrt o Gnrchun0ff . u 
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,ac,w, r,ac, n,,,n,n n=io., 

The Jewish Agency for Palestine 
• I 

MEMORANDUM 
.J1111 15. 1947 

To: !he labera ot tile aerie& Seotloa of the am.ti.Te 

FROM: Arthv J.evle 
• 

l • •ol••lac hffnt tna 
It lea•• 4.attl ~ 3. 194? 
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The Jewish Agency for Palestine 

MEMORANDUM 

To: !'he .lmerican Section of the JIDcutiTe 

FROM: .lrthur Louria 

Auguat 4, 1947 

I enclose herewith cop7 of 1Di&r7 of •ents• in connection with 
the BODUS 1947 receiTed from our London Office. 

,, 



The Jewish Agency for Palestine 

MEMORANDUM 
hl7 2s. 1947 

To: N•bera of the AaericaA Section of the ••cu.tiTe 

FROM: J.rtlmr Lovie " • 

I enclo1e for 70v information cop7 of oonficlential memorandum 
' 

which I rece1Te4. from Mi•• Schultz. 
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hen~y g1zbar 1ugge1t, oovening together with agency members 
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..... be ti eves shouLd ta~e pLace 1mmed1ateLy on your return oabLe ............ . 
, , , 1 ~ I , , JI • 11, 1 p • 
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......... whethe ,r ytu approve • •~~hur, + L t)--{~···················· .. ······················· ... ·· ·· ........................................ . 
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The Jewish Agency for Palestine 

MEMORANDUM J.ugv.et 11, 1947 

To: !he .Aaer1can Section of the lxecutive 

FROM: .Arthur Lourie 

I enclose herewith cop7 of letter from Dr. Weizmann to the 
Chairman of UISCOP, dated Jul7 14, 1947 . 

.&LID 
Incl. 



Mr. Arthur Lourie 
Jewish Agenar tor Pcl.estine 
16 E. 66th St. 
New York 211 N.I. 

Dear llr. LOuriea 

September 12, 1947 

I note in Frid.q's New York Times, on page 12, 
an article by George Jones from Lake Success in which 
out ot a clear sq it is reported •as in the SpeoiaJ. Session ot 
the AssembJ., which de t with the P2J.estine question last 
Spring, the forthcoming meeting will be attended by represen
tatives of' the Hebrew Committee of N tional Liberation. n 
Than f'ollowa a long statement by Irpi Jabotinskf. 

I am wonderinl who this r. Jon ea is who wri tea f'or 
the Be York Timea and wey he persistentq drags in the 
Hebrew Committee ot National Liberation. I think our publicity 
department ahould check up on this matter with Mr. Jones or with 
the New York Times. 

With all good wishes, I remain 

Ver, oordial.l,1 1oura, 

AHSaBl 



The Jewish Agency for Palestine 

MEMORANDUM 

To: 

FROM: 

I • • 

t l •'~•-t• ,-. •aft.4 -,, d a 
■-ra• ___ .. ,,et \r Nr. 1o1ten •- . nl Jllll~ -4 
111'1. lee GOIIIINtl• wi\ll '2t.e . la \e lab plaN 
,._ oa llie Uaft ~tat1■1at el -.11oa. . 



October 10, 1947 

Mr. Arthur Lourie 
The J ewish AJency for Palestine 
16 E. 66th St. 
New York 211 N.Y. 

Ky dear Mr. Louriez 

I t hink t hat perhaps t he l et t er w ich was · 
addressed to us on October 3 by t he Palestine 
Resistance Committee on t he sub jP- ct of t he Irgun 
might well be presented to the next 1.eeting of the 
Executive for di scu~sion. I had a comm!.tte call 
on me yesterday qnd I nhoul like to report to t he 
Executive on t '.1.e conversat ion which took place. 

With all good wi shes, I r emain 

Very cordi ally yours, 

AHS1BK 



!he Honorable 
h7pe X.1• 
Secret&r7-General of the United Bationa 
Lake Suceeaa 
llev York 

Sirs 

Decaber 11, 194? 

I ., 

!he Secarit7 Council betig now seized of the Paleatinian q-a.e1t1on in accord.a.am 
"1th the formula adopted b7 the Council at its meetiDg o~ December 9, 1947, the 
Jewish ~enq for Palestine, as representing the interests of the Jewish coJ1m1U.Dlt7 !n 
Palestine and of the Jewish people generally in regard to Pale•tine, re1pectfull7 
requests the opportunity to be admitted and to be heard in any diacuseiona which mq 
take place 1n the Securit7 Council regarding the Pdestinian question. 

It will be recalled that the General Aaaembl7 at its first Special Session 
resolTed 1 that the l'irst COlllllittee gr8llt a hearing to the Jewish Agency for Pale1tine 
on the question before the Committee." During the Second Regular Session of the 
General .Aee81lbl7, further, the Jewish Agency for Palestine vae 98ain granted the 
opportunit;y to participate in the work ot the Ad Boe CODllllittee on the Palestinian 
Question and of S11b-Oomm1 ttee 1 of the Ad Hoc CoJ111Di ttee. 

It 11 obvious that the Jewish people 1n Palestine and elsewhere are rltal.17 
interested in a'tq diacusaiona on the Palestinian question which JD&7 take place in the 
Securit7 Council, and the Jewish Agen07 for Palestine accorcl1ngl.7 requeeta the right 
to be acbllitted and to be heard, a• aforesaid, in aJl1' such discussions. 

' 

It ie Q'\U' understanding that it 1• open to the Securit7 Council, under ID.le 39 , 
of 1 ta Prortsional Rulea of Procedure and under the general power, of the Securi t7 
Council With respect to its procedure, to admit the Jewish Agen07 for Pelestiae to , 
be represented before it.· . ' 

Sincerel7 7oure, 

·.Artbv Lourie 
• Director 

lev ?erk Office 
Jewi1h .Agency for Palestine 

1-1- 3 7 



J CLASS OF SERVICE DESIRED '-

WESTERN·m• / CHECK DOMESTIC CABLE 

$ TELEGRAM ORDINARY 

OAY URGENT 
ACCOUNTING INFORMATION LETTER RATE 

SERIAL DEFERRED UNI ON s 
NIGHT NIGHT 

LETTER LETTER 
TIME FILED Patron, ahould check clau of oervi .. 

f dcoired; otherwise th• m-1'1 will be 
transmitted a1 n telegr.im or A. N. WILLIAMS 

ordinary cablegnm. PRESIDENT 

SenJ the following telegram, ,ubjecl lo the term, on bac/c hereof, which are hereby agreed lo 

To, ___ A:.::R:.;.:T:.:.H:.::U.:..:R_;L=-:0:....:U=-=-R=I-=E ________________ _ 
___ l_~_-_?O_-_l_7 ____ /9_ 

Care of or Apt. No. Jewish A~ency far .Palestine 

Street and No. ____ _:l:..:6:__E__::•___:_6..:...6t.:...:h_S_:t:.....:.. _________________________ _ 

Pfuu: ___ ~N~e~wL....dY~o~r~k~,a.....!:N~,~x~,L-------------------------

I HAVE RECEIVED A TELEGRAM ROM ZELDEN GINSBURG AiD OTHERS A COPY OF '~JCH 

WAS FORWARDED TO YOU WITH REFERENCE TO THE APPEALS IN BEHALF OF HAG AH . 

I BELIEVE THEY SHOULD BE INFORMED THAT TT TS OUR UNDEBSrn ANDI NG THAT ~LL 

CAMPAIGNS FOR HAGANAH FIB ]948 WILL BE DISCO~TINUED INASMUCH AS PROVISIONS 

H..ll .. VE BEEN MADE IN THE URGE GOAL OF THE UJA F09. SECURITY NEEDS. I SUGGEST 

THAT A TELEGRA d BE SE1JT OVER THE JOINT SIGNAT&RES OF K.." .. PLAN GOLDSTEIN 

.AND MYSELF 'f'O 'fffA'f EffECT. 

Sender's name and addrus 
(For ,efercnc• onl11) 

Sender's telephone 
numb., 



J CLA"'-S OF SERVICE DESIRED '- WES TE RN., •• CHECK DOMESTIC CABLE 

$ TELEGRAM ORDINARY 

DAY URGENT 
ACCOUNTING INFORMATION LETTER RATE 

SERIAL DEFERRED UNI ON s 
NIGHT NIGHT 

LffiER LffiEA 
TIM E FILED Patron, 1hould check clau of oervice 

f deoired ; otherwiM! the m- will be 
t.ranami tled aa a telqnm or A . N . WILLIAMS 

ordinary cablesram. F'RESID ENT 

Send the following telegram, ,ubject to the term11 on baclc hereof. which are hereby agreed to 

To~ _ _,;A;.;;;:R.;.;;T;.;;;:H:...:..U.:;.;.R_;L;;..:O:....:U;.;;;.R:.=I=E ________________ ~ 

Care of or Apt. No. JEWI SH AGE •1CY FOR PALESTINE. 

Street and No. _______ l_6_E_. _6_6_t_h_ S_t_. ---------------- -------

Plarccce~-----2N!.,!;E.!.!J,WL....!:Y~O'.J,,]R.u,K..,_,_,ilN.a..eY.1...1...., --- -------------------

FOR SEC~RI TY REASOns I DO NOT TI SH TO I SHITZ OF TrtE EDEN 

HOTEL I JERUSALEr,1 BY CABLE OF THE TIL OF fi AR.RIV L I N OR.DER TO MAK 

RESERVATIONS IN HOTEL. I LL YOU -LEASE I N ONE OF YOUR N"'XT CODED CABLF.S 

ASK SOHEO'.JE IN THE AGE, 1CY TO BESEBVE TV1D ROOMS OR A SU!'T'E FOR f.fR AND r.iRS . 

SILVER AT THE EDEN HOTEL AS OF JANUARY TENTcl . REGARDS . 

Sender's name and address 
(For reference only) 

• 

Sender's telephone 
number 



• 

Dece■ber 22, 1947 

Mr. Arthur Lourie 
The lerieh Agenoy tar Palestine 
16 !. 66th St. 
Rew York 21, B.Y. 

ly dear Ir. Louriea 

.1 cbaluts, Samuel Rakowsky, of the Colony Nabati■ in 
the 1llpT1 11 reported in the press to have been seriously 
wounded.. His parents came in to see• yesterday and 
requested• to ll&lre special inquiry about hia condition. 
I would apprecla te 1 t nry ■uch it 7ou would cable to 
Palestine and obtain whatever intor•tion you can and let 
the parents know. The address or the father isa Joseph 
Rakonq, 910 Spring Na!., Canton 4, Ohio • . 

Sa■uel Rakoweky ii 23 years old. Bis fol'lllr address, 
as I 1111derstan4 it,•• Haatet Hadar, •Poat Ra■atayta.• 

AHSaBlt 

With all good wisbe~, I reMin 

VeT7 ainoerel.7 ours, 

.. 



.-

Mr, Arthur Lourie 
The Jewish Apnq for Palestine 
16 !. 66th St, 
Bew York 211 R.I. 

My dear llr. Louriea 

December 24, 1947 

I should be very pleased to see Rabbi r. M. Lewln 
or Palestine or Rabbi Goldstein when I Ml in He-w York next 
londay. I would suggest that they telephone me at the 
Co•odore Hotel a?-ounc! noon Bo tlv=l.t WA can 11&ke a definite 
appointaent. 

I would appreciate it if ~r u W')Uld let me have naxt 
llonday the oode address or our ~f~ice~ in Lon~on, Jeru alem 
and Paris, and the telephone nuabers of the overseas a~enciee. 

You llight also notify the Pnl~stine office that 1r I 
OOIIIIWlloate with the■ from Europe it wtll be under the code Mlle of Daniel. 

With all good wishes, I reuin 

Very cordial17 youre, 

AHSaBlt 



. , .... 

To: Mr. Arthur Lourie 

From: s. Hoofien 

S. HOOFID 

Plaza Hotel 

May 6, 1948 

I enclose a few copies of the~eement between the Palestine Commission 
and the Baifa Chamber of Shipping re representation of the Commission 
in Postal Matters. 

Inasmuch as we would have preferred the Jewish Postal Authorities to act 
for the Commission the agreement is not satisfactory. Since. however, 
the Commission was most definite in its refusal to let those authorities 
act for it, the agreement is the best that could be attained under the 
circumstances. 

I have not failed to point out to Mr. Graetz (before he signed the agree
ment) and he has tu.117 underastood, that the Chamber of Shipping .and it1 
members will, like 8l17 other body and person in the Jewi1h State, be fully 
aubJect to the authority of the gov•rnment and the law of the country and 
I have drawn hie attention to the particular applicability of this fact 
to clauses I and 9 of the agreement. 



• • : t . .,.,. m DIIITD aman ,.11.11,m 

IGIIIUlOI ~ 'I'll !W1A CIUNDR OI IIJPPDICI 

. . 
IIMt Val\11 1a,t.eaa Pale,,t.ne -111lon. (llerelaafla 

• r~IA le • •• O.-l11toa). unac oo•lderel lhe 111 ~,aaoe 

of ■ata,ataS.ac to Ula ez\u\ ,oa1l'tile ill \he en,,tnc clrnutanoea 

■all Hffl- lou4 tra Pale1,1u her•)r •Uiort.••• \he laifa 

Gbaw of lhtnt,ac (henlaafler Nfer:ral '• •• the Clhaiaber) ,o 

11Marlab u troa th• ta\e of appreYal of Ule JrNU\ arrug eat 

1" tile laroa of Ula Vilftrsal P tal Tlll1on aD4 ao\ later than 

14 liq 1""8 Ule reeeplloa of foretp 11&11 la Paleellne ~ the 

ttapa\e t tneip ■ail .. , of Pa1.8e\1ae e11'bJ o\ lo the toll•~ 

eonlllt. •• &lll1 arr...- n\1 tdlleh b.&T• 'beea apH4 \e,WN• \ho 

001111l11loa aa4 the Preet4en, of ~• laifa abaa tr of llllppba, 

Mr. llela• Jbiaoljb Gr•'•• • Nbalf of the ._..., 

... ,1111 vt.\h \he h1nu\• hural et Illa Paleslt• Clff•na•t 

d lo re .. tYe fro• hSa oople1 of all ext,,,._• •~•• 

tM Jtew..,.,. lawal of hleelhe an4 TM'i•• tu-tt..-1, tor \Ile 

•••.,_• of utl vllelller \J lul~ ■ea OJ' air, all of wbteh will 
I 

, • . leiillaa\.. oa a 4•'• aet later '1lM 1J lllfF 1~. aJIA ,o Im 

.,.,. to It.•• I••• oeavao\■ ,11QOroll7 r--' et.Iler 'Ntwe• 

Ula Ghalila .- \Ile Oanler1 • be\wen local ,.,,a1 -l•• ailll 

I. .. Gllilll'IMr will alertan all aoraal fue\ lo• la 

.. _,t.oa wt,h t.u •-p\lon and tl1pa\oh of aaU w 81& a W 

ll1 ____.., la ldta-



:,. the Ghall'ber lhall v1 thotlt 41lq 4el 1nr all ut.1 la ••al• 

hp lo nell 1Na1 poe\al a«ad•• a• ■117 \e fao\1on1Jla. In U. 

ou• of looalltl• t.a vhieh ae poatal ~ 1• tuotloalac, the 

Gba'ber aq 4e1t.nr lh• ull ,o mntelpal Wt.-1 or o\ller leoal 

alllorlllea pro.U .. ,11at the .._'ber 11 1allafle4 Iha\ t)leJ "111 

lte 011 le llull• the ■ail in a aa,1at "'GIT •an•r• 

JJ. Nall tor the Arab coatrolled par\1 of Pale tine ■q ut 'be 

!lanc1et to u, Jewish po■ lal ~no7 and 11&11 for the Jeviah oon,roll .. 

parte of Pale,tiu •aJ not be han4e4 to aDJ Arab Po1tal qen07. 'ba.t 

thall be \ranaterr-4 d ireo\17 &011 the Ch•b•r to the agenci•• ooacernet, 

if uoe11ar7, \hrou.gh th laterTentlon of the Ia\lrnational Bet Oroe1 

Or an1•a\1on .,.ra\lng in Pale \ine . 

.S. llloul.4 ,he Oh•b•r no\ fin4 l\11lf ta a poet,1oa lo 4eliYer 

..U ia oertain local.ill•• 1\10h ■ail lh«MlA • 1at1l7 1tore4 '7 \he 

Gb•w .- ,hie tao\ oolllWdoal .. throqh lh• ... la of the 

Ia\a•lioaal lle4 Cro11 Grgaai■allon lo the leeal •Ulorltt.11 ~a,erM4. 

6. !Ille arranp11ent oonoerna onl7 recutar-aail 18P'Yieff (la poal• 

au 1,,tn1) vltht.n the ■eanb« of .Art. :, of \he tJalYeraal PosW 

tJaloa Ce11Tea,1on of 1939. and ,-oel i,eet a\ •end••' rt.1k 01117. 

' 
Other aall aeh aa r1cf,1\ere4 ■all, ■oa97 orter•• 1to. i• no, ooYere4 

1. .. ._,._ 11 ••hort.sel '° ■ab u, --•••1 arr-ea\1 

with lHal tllert.1111 lo reono npuaea tllClllll'Hl thro ,IA Ill• pr••••' ........... ,. 
8 • 

• , ,e1,.,1 .. ull IO'YleM. •• Oh•ltei- M ,,. Ill• faolto• •• ,ru,.a 

to l\ \7 ,1111 aff...-••' •• a 1'"1.e• la lh• laler11I no\ oal7 of •• 

,ult.e of Jtaleall •• a wb le, 'al et Jl!lfll•• la 1\MIP -lrlN laanas 



_,_ 

9. '!'he Oh ur sh 11 nl lJICl111 • 1 \1 :tur.ot iona , •uah 

United • t1ons d at 8\leh t he ■ 1 1ca •• 

-· eh 11 ....... \ \hat lt.ile OOII t t 000\Ult of ,. 1rd.• r tion 

a orpa11allone la Palee\lu. 

• t 

• of \he 

ion and. ,n uah o nl lion 

I • 

\ 
) 



Silver 

tea 117. Ar._ li9Ule 
hua h. I. h~.t•la 

I I M O a A. I l) V M 

X wt.a· \o iaftn Jft '-' oa lloa4'r, Kar lll'l, I • lam .. a eoat•r•N 

wt~ Ir. 1w1- et tM Alien••..,_, Llu, al vld.i. I la'-4 to uk • writ\• 

....... . ,., ,_ Kulae a-.. aallbi luM 11\k, wlll •• ll• fJIII •'°P ., 

laUa or !el AriT. A onetdna\le -lt•r et ,.r,ona wlao llaft ttNUl'el Tieu thro'IIP 
. . 

•• prl•• • "1,nl ~. 1141, u:,ee, '° 'kard ,11a, *' • al••• _. a 
' . . 

, . 
...,._.._ 11 tullloe■l .. , ve llaal.1 lte eltllcel ·• wan eau ... •...-o-- pJ'Olpec\ln 

,•anll• '° Pale1tiM Nata~\ Nill .. a ,u lot.u CJ-,..,_ ulrA ll nr pell., 

••' t. Hsa m ·,-, .., et nr ffopl• te th• ter hh.N 1.t11nca. 

Ille 1114~• et the pn•• ta ,11ta •u.eotl••• 

ur 11\ill• 

I ..,.,,._,., ••' the .laerio.a ...... , Ltu pla1 lo . llaYe lllre• aor• bo••• 

1.tltac to Pale1tla• ~hia n■MI', - liilll1l Nt,o eae1 ta Uao lalu Oup. 

We. ua11 alH .. ._ le 1u1-... la W• uftJ'•oe ~•• N&la O&ffJUI 

tr•~ t. Pale1,s.ae .. wu·.u pae...-r,. 

J lb 1 t.atona .- •t ,ia. ••- of ov • ...,,1attoa1 wl~ '*• • 

• 

. . 
.. 



Cl.Ass OF SaVICB 

This Is a full-Tate 
Telegram or Cable

gram unless lu de
ferTed character is in
dicated by a suitable 
1ymbol above or pre
ceding the addraa. 

WESTERN ... 
. . , 

UNI 01~' ~114
v ~ 

JOSEPH L , EGAN 
P'"IEBIDENT 

SYMBOLS 

DL•Day Letter 

The filiD& tuwi lb.on iD the date line on telllll'ams and clay lettens ii STANDARD TIME at poiat of orisiD- Time of receipt ia STANDARD TIME at pomt of d•iugoa 

a.1:a6 PD:sWUX NEWYORK NY 26 l204P 

DR ABBA H1llLEL S l·L VER= . . . 

;fHE TEMPLE:s 

F-OLLOWl·NG FROM SHERTOK QUOTE BY NEW DECt·SlON PROV'f:S.tONAL 

GOVERNMENT ORDER CEASE FtRE ALL FRONTS TON l:GHT TWENTY HOURS 

fSRAEl SUMMERTlME REISSURED TO ALL COMMANDERS TO BE ... ,. . ·' 

•. I 

CARR.l'ED OUT IF OTHER S.I DE ACTS L.1 KEW~tSE STOP PLEASE 
I 

COMMUN'. (CATE SECUR'l'.TY C'OUNC.11. AND PUBLlSH SHERTOK UNQUOTE= 

.: LO UR',,..,.·, 
~ ~-

TBB COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE BUOOEBTIONB FROM, 1TB PATRO~B CONCE~NING ITS SERVICE 



Th~ Jewish Agency for Palestine 

To: Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 

FlloM: Arthur Lourie 

MEMORANDUM 
May 27, 1948 

I attach a letter from Dr. Goldstein with regard to the :p roper u se of available technical experts in various fie lds f or Palestine. I gat her from Teddy Kollek that the Haganah people here have established contacts, and a small organization/to deal with some of the items referred to, particularly in paragraph 2. I would therefore suggest that1 as and 
when you receive the committee suggested in Dr. Goldstein 1 e letter, Mr. Kollek be also invited to attend. 

AL:LM 
Encl. 



Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Jewish Agency for Palestine 
16 East 66 Street 
New York, N. Y. 

M;y dear Dr. Silvera 

Z70 West 89 Street 
New York, N. Y. 

I attended a meeting this afternoon of a number of representatives 
of groups including the AmericRn ~onomic Committee, the Technion Society, 
Keren Hayesod and an organization for the purchasing of supplies for Palestine, 
and some individua1s such as Rabbi Irving Miller and a few others. 

The purpose of the meeting was to talk over the question of coordin&
tion of all possible technological resources which might be mobilized here in 
the United States to help Israel in waging its war effort as well as its peac&
time construction effort. What gave particular point to the discussion was 
the feelµlg that there is a tremendoua available resource of help from various 
experts in all fields which could be and must be harnessed. One of the 
participants in the discussion, a very reliable man who is a"'Oolonel, pointed 
out that an American General was ready to go to Palestine and render whatever 
help he can. Other men had excellent contacts with leaders in various 
technological fields. 

There emerged from the meeting a unanimous opinion that the A.~erican 
Section of the Jewish Agency be requested to give a hearing to a small committee 
of two or three people who could point out the important possibill ties which 
exist and the need of some central authority in the nature of a high command at 
wlx>se disposal all available resources could be placed. 

liq I reg:leter it as -,q peraonal conviction that this group and the 
many hundreds or eng:l.neere and technicians in the various fields which represent 
this effort, have a ve'r7 valuable contribution to make. It would be a sin of 
omission not to make use of them at this crucial time. 

I was requested on their behalt to ask you to grant a hearing to 
aver, small committee at the next meeting of the Agency Executive here. 
Some of these people have been \'VOrking directly with representatives of 
Haganah as well as others who have been working through other channels. 
'lhe important thing is to integrate al.l these efforts under the general authority 
of the Jewish Agency. 

Please arrange to receive their committee as soon as possible. 

IGah 



The Jewish Agency for Palestine 

MEMORANDUM 

To: Dr. Abba Hillel Silver May 27, 1948 

FlloM: Artlnir Lourie 

AL:IH 
Encl. 

The attached three cables have been received here for you today. 



TEI.AVIV CODI 
MAY 25, 1948 

SILvmi JEVAGDCY NEWYORX 

HAVE APPOINTED ELIAHU EPSTEIN AS MINISTER WASHIUGTOI DC CABIED STATE DEPARTMENT 

EXPRESSING HOPE THEY RECIPROCATE STOP I TRUST THAT HE WILL HAVE BENEFIT ASSISTANCE 

YOURSELF AND COWAGUES 

SEERTOK 



TELAVIV 

SILVER JEVA.GENCY NEWYORK MAY 26, 1948 

MH185 !EARN TODAY MY CABIE TO YOU BEGA.RDING EPSTEINS APPOINTMENT INORDINATELY 

DELAYED IN CODING OWING ENORMOUS PRESSURE WORX PI.EASE EXCUS:Z 

SHERTOX 



, 

.. 

COPY 

TELAVIV MAY 26 1948 

SILVER JEWAGEN'CY NEWYORX. 

MHl.84 WERE FULLY ALIVE YOUR AND COLLEAGUES CONSIDERATIONS AS EVIDENCED 

BY OUR PR9MPT INITIAL il'FIRMATIVE Rl1SPONSE BUT FEAR YOU WERE NOT FULLY 

IN POSITION APPRECIATE EXTREME COMPLEXITY MILITARY POSITION JERUSALEM 

AND ITS POSSIBLE FARREACHING POLITICAL REPERCUSSIONS THEREFORE MUST 

EXPRESS REGRET AT DELAY !RANSMISSION OUR REPLY 

SHERTOK 



.... Anllll' J.olll'i• 
I..S.lh ~ to Pa1.e9'1M 
16 Ja•t 66th 9'iie9' 
Jrewfo* a_ WnTOlk 

DIR' 11,. l'AlrlUI 

I ban ha4 a f• iJ1qllbt.e1 u to 1lbnha t.hl ft&htln8 f2••• 
ot the 1181111 now wostd~ toafthe• w.t.lh the Bapnah are ,eoel..-
1.DG tblU amcm1,1on. egu.tpie:i\, Md m.a.,e-n,r alae aoldien 
Mel flicll tha no.Ii~ ~ of 1...,_, or whethal' teMV .-
1tl11 'b<,1:g !.~Ill' t1nanoe4 'II' b UMllJl7' ol the , .. 
~ erlalDB1 ..o;amen,, ot oOQZ••• wllloh _,1-w.a. the._... 
lltllwllll ot IOMl, oaUe4 ~w • ti. %,saa to ftnanoe 11..it. l 
ahooll Ukll to know 1lb8'ber the.I ....... nlll ho14a .. 
~ Iba 11ft 11tuatlon hall ~I aboal •new~•'• 
I woul.4 appreotah it 7011 would oab.1.e \ft !el AT.1.T an4 P' Iha ...... 
With all good wl--■• J Nl&i.n 

lloat oorcJ1a13y :r.-.. 
' 

ADA BUJA OU,TIB 



Mr.AftlmrJ.cNrl.e 
Jnlah ~ tor Palee\lm 
16 a.at 66th lbeel 
tin Tom: a. 1·ew Tolle 

.,, c1aU' Mr. Lolrn .. 

~ encloae4 ia 1eli'-a&planat017. I would 11UBP•t '1l&I 70ll 
aen4 the letter of the South IruUm Jen Aaaoolalton u a 
oa111a \o :B..-<Jurlon. 

I • alao malo•lne a 1ot,er r.. IMnot Alna abou.t 0. 
queatlcm. mloh l alaed 1n m:, letter lo JOU 7e11.aa,,. 
!here ahou14 be an ao.r1y olor:lt1oatlon ot '1111 ma.t,ar. 

lllh aU good wiahea, l rema1n 

Moel co"1!al1:, JOU.N, 

ABBA llWJa. SI!N!ll 



., 

., 
' 12 ' • ( ' Q.Allo,Sn.VICI 

f~,s 
IYMIOLS -

nie II • full-nte 
DL•O.,...._ 

T ....... or Cable- UNION,,,,, 4 c. .... lta de-
. NL•Nllk...._ 

chuacenl1ln- PM 4 1..,1C•°""'-IC.W. .... .., . ....,.. • .1 I • 

:::ac~ NLT-0.W.Nllk...._ 
JO■-~H L. •aAN ' ~ ~ .. aelDINT ' .... ··-

WESTERN 
'ftllll -CL361 PD=_WUX NEWYORK NY 4 319P 

DR ABBA HILLEL S:ILVER= 

ol ori1iD- Time ol l90llpt ii STANDABD Tl~• polm c• t1111Ndoa 

-THE TEMPE 105 ST= 
I • 

:FOLLOWING RECEIVED TODAY FOR YOU FROM ADELE ROSENWALD • 

LEVY QUOTE FRIEDA HENNOCK:NEWYORK LAWYER OF THE FIRM OF 

CHOATE MITCHELL AND ELY HAS BEEN APPOINTED A MEMBER OF . . 

THE FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION •. SHE IS EXTREMELY · 

ABLE AND=BECAUSE. OF THE FACT THAT SHE ·1s THE FIRST WOMAN 

TO HAVE RECEIVED SUCH AN APPOINTMENT AND BECAUSE SHE 
HAPPENS TO BE A JEWESS ·1 FEEL THAT THE CONFIRMATION OF 

HER NOMINATION WOULD BE TREMENDOUSLY ADVANTAGEOUS TO 
THE JEWISH PEOPLE._ WOULD YOU BE WILLING TO TELEGRAPH 

SENATOR TAFT IN WASHINGTON AS SOON AS POSSIBLE l'N REGARD 

TO THIS MATTER AS POLICY COMMITTEE MEETS TOMORROW UNQUOTE= 

=LOURIE .•. 

.,._ OOIIPANT WILL APPWIAD IR7GOS8TIOlf8 J'IIOII ff8 PATIION■ OONC:lllllffllO 1ft Wt .. 



ff/IS 

-r-< f~ it lfL 

Mr. Lealie Bittle 
lillate OttlN llfl]d1111 
aaldnaton 25, D. C. 

Dear 1r.· 'Bittlea 
;. . 

I wet to tell 70u what a ftr7 sreat plea■ure it n.e to haft 
had an oppo~•1'7 to IIN\ JW and to talk with 70u. l ahou14 
like, 1£ I sq, to a,q once_,,,, that if there ia arq ~ 
in wbloh I - be belpflil 1a Wa dt•t1oa J hope t.ha\ ~u 
will feel tree to call on••· 

It, ooourrid to ae that you aipt wiah to have a brief oaplt-
ulation of th• taeta pr•••W to )'DU 198\erdq. Thq en aa 
f'ollowas 

l) That nerr 4.._t, act. of the Uni\ed St.at.ea to naolft tJie 
Pa1 .. ,1ne ,...-1. !a the paat three ,-ra hat Nm • •• 
mitiatiTe ot \he Preaid•t,• 

2) That tae PnalAl•t. •• oma:lrieli\17 NC 'Yio\1a1nld J17 the 
nat.e De ......... tbat .. , ia pnenl.It ....-..i ... 
deule-anu 11aa NU ~ b7 the State ~t ud .,_ 
IJMdlu wt.tit tile Predd•ii'• •--- fftll ~ 

' \ 

J) !Mt h -• mt••• of t1da •••1--eroee la ._\Nlue 
ot tile · ~tat. Dapu\mt \o If.Ye de JIIN ff~tia el '1le 
na\e ot Illl'Ml • tile ■-N ~the~ dballcm ill Pal•• 
u., . and w1• tile hii•'Ua ~• 

(a) naa, it no laiDpr .. .w .. i'l•lt bound to.~lse 
Ill• ledah ata\e wilhln \bl~- eetu11ahl4 l,J tie 
VaiW •"--·naoluU. of laff,.,_ 29, Wi•U., that 
tte NJ•p1tlell el tM proflalaal aownaen\ ot Jnael 
wu • de taele reeopS$!Alil .... ·• • •• lMio d'1111U. • 
and hnlg • nt•- \0 UMt lnell1Nr 29 ~ 

. 
(i) ftlld a. ~-- n lllftW - uoll\ U 1M 
Jwllb daMI wen i-..i...a le llllk• tWJf'iwiel • 
ftle ..... llle ~llllraall· 

CB &f P.~ ... • .. • ..... , •• ntliln \he 

fr, p 
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Clearly tbi• ••• not the intention ot the PrNidmt wben h• 
reoopiaed t.he atate ot luael and when he invited Dr. Chat■ 
eiaann to he hie gueat in ahiqtoa. 

4) It would now appear that th• State Departaent i• reapan
•il,le not to the oall of th• Pr eident, but rat.her 1• dano!ng 
to the tune oalled bJ Foreip lliniater Bn!n. lhir1na the 
Seeuritr Coaoil d bat.a on meth r or not the American pro-
poaal to haw the aituaticm deolared a threat t.o oe and 11e-

ouri ty, men or th• Britiah delapUon w n t.ell1nc other 
clel tion• to apeot a nn NWral and that there •• no 
r a10n to bel18"e th t reooanition was the final word ot th 
Uaited Stat.a. llitortunately, thie ••••4 to be borne out i,,. 
eff!lts due entirely to th tact that 1n leaTing it to the 
sta\e Deparillclt to enoate deciai011a, Lo7 B81lderaon wu free 
to iesue inatruotiona intended to hav& the oppoaite ~tact. 

5) Th• repercu ai0n1 of this nn polic:, re endent at the 
tJ.R. and 1n alestille, and I am atraid will have, re,rrettabl.7, 
a deoided effect on the • eddent•a own atatu•• A publia 
whioh 1 not prtv to the inaid• tact.a am which oontinuea 
1io: bel1ne, as it should, that the Pra■ident is 'the hipaat. 
authority 1n this oount17, blun hia for everr default ot 
our S te Department. 

The situation ha not botn helped either b7 the new pre enae ot 
roteasorJe-.up on 'the Aaer1 n d lage.tion, dtt-. 1B now 

•• the r1no1.pal delep~ 1n the uri r Council diaauaiana. 
Prote1sor J ••aJIP h • pro-lrab L aninge which hi■ wile has no 
hesltana, about publ1ois1ng. You •111 understand the 1nedtabl• 
repercu,eiona ot h&dilg Proteuor le..., repreaen'\ Aa9r!oan 
polie,-. There 1• no caafidenee in hill, mentabq no 
oontidenoe 1n tboH who appcdntect hill and ft hia bi• in1truc
ticma. Alt.ho h obrioualy the State D~t ia r apanaibl• 
tor this, again I llli.at ay to J'OU t.hat lt ia tbe PriaiMII\ who 
ie bl.aaed. 

There 1• a nth r raarkable ooind4 .... _._ the B\ate ho
part ent'• nweat tmlRNr and the Briti■h intent.ion whiob hae . 
aow been P,UblioiMd in !ta own pres■• Laat. week the London 
Ti•• and the lanohaater owaN.!a, wbioh Md bNil ~-m~ 
reoopitloil ot th• State ot Ian.el and a end to th• BftU 
poltv, n!denl7 taW .Sito~ '11&\ the Sewiah state ahouli 
be prepJNd to • territorial eonONaien■ in~ t• 
rea.pi\t • Thia, of ooarH, is \he llft liae ot •• 8'ate 
~t. .tna .._, i• .,.. •r• NIIUhl,le, tbere 1a DO ocm-
oen tor the Arab• m ... , at all. There 1• a prJ.lilU'J' _.. 
re Britlib 1nt..ata 801•11• !he Br1Uah _, lalff not 
beoa ~ nNd it but Niaue thv want an .-J.ulw M\won 
ot atn.ter,l.o baa•• in the lidcll• n at ap--. ot 'Ula 
UaiW Stat.a. ln1•W ~ Ir. hda ia 1't ha\nl tile 
1-, hla pz1aiu7 baved 1a for \be 11D1W &laMa. ii ia 
om1.oua to •t.eb the wn!e llll11h 1apela prot.•U. et • Ute- • 
1J.u to all D ;4N ldillla M l.olllff, alnae 



, ... . " . , .. .... , ... 
'!'be .line which certain members ot the State Department haw been 
ws~ -- that ap~ease:aent or the Arabs ia necessary as a move 
against the Sm.et Union -- ia c.!estr()J'ec!, if 1t ••re not alr91M,.1J' 
proYed fal••• b7 the Britiah objectin. It they: obtain that ob
jeotive, they are not appeaa1Dg the Araba. The,- are splitting 
the Arab world beoauae the Br1t1ah intention is to inatill 
Abdllllab1 their puppet, in control ot Arab Palestine, greatly 
enlarged, where they wuld aatiafy all their desires tor baaee. 
It the Britlllh aucceed thq are alienat1n1 f.opt, which hate• 
Abdullah and wants to inatate the notorioua Mutt!, the fourth 
~•rot the Azla. The1 •• alleattnr Syria and Lebanon 
whioh are tear.tal or Abdullah and hie expana!Olliat deair& to 
ab,orb $yr1a and Lebanon 1n the Orea\•r Syrian FederaUon. And 
they are alienating Ibn Saud, · a traditional anent.)" of Abdull-11. 
So the 11• ism.dent. J.nlt it 1• to thia polic7 ot Britiab 
aggrandis•ent·that the State Department is lending ite hand. 
I aa afraid that this aorry ~ituation will continue•• long os 
the Department having to do with iddle Eaatem affair• is 
headed by- a man notorious tor hie fanatical defense ot the 
Araba and equal.li fanatical hatred 0£ the ·resident ot the 
United S\atu~ 

It :there is AD7 doubt concerning the vindictiveneaa ot Lor 
Handerson and his associates in the State Department, I would 

. suggest that you road the articles 1:iy Jaaee Reston in the lew 
York Times or Ma7 21, 26, end JtllMt .'.3, ~i•• o~ which I enclose. 
Reaton, when he ia not aerYina u the mouthpieoe tot" Senator 
:Vandenberg, uwa.lly Nt'lecta the tate Depart•nt point or nn. 

I would also like to bring to your attention the articles by 
Joaeph and st.war\ Al.op troll llaalw:lgton and London ha the New 
York Herald Tribune of -,. '1, tlune 7, and June 9. Tb••• two 
geat,lemen, a• ,ou will note, are tM apc,te.-n tor the worat 
elaents in our state Depa.-taent and the Britiah ·Pore!gn Ottioa, 
the links betwec,n whioh are Mcie .entirely clear in th•• colWllla. 
Both Reston and the Alsopa have pffll'ltted the•selyq to be uNd 
b7 the State Department and the Britiah Fore~ Office in an 
1up1Nd attempt to alap down the Pnaident ot the United Stat.a. 

1.-.kSng 81f1 dedaive action h1' th• ~11dant to end thia be
tz-il7al1 you will forgive • if I ~ that the public as111U11ption 
aut necea,ari~ be eith.x- that he i• in "1DJ>&tlll' 1th the ac,. 
t.ion, or that be 1• too ••k to .to, it. av judpent la that 
he 1• utterl7 oppoHd to tbia be~ and that. he oertalnq ·hu 
the poWer to end the State ~t double-oroaa. 

~ 

I would like t.o ·aate a 1u,geation to 7ou, it I -.y, about the 
taaldcm. in whieli the aitutton ooilcl M i-eotitiect, and Nolttied 
witlaout clanger of n•w retro.re••iona 

1) De jun reoopi:Uon of the nate of Iarael and the•~ 
ot 4~plo•t1c eawqa. 
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D(rector 

Yi.I'. Arthur Lourie 
Jewish Agency for Palestine 
16 East 66 Street 
New York, N. Y. 

Dear Arthur: 

June 11, 1948 

As you know we have been trying to get the recognition of 
Iceland expedited through the good offices of our mutual 
friend. This friend discussed the matter about a week ago 
with the Minister of Finance of Iceland who was in New 
York and also suggested early recognition in a letter to the 
Iceland Ambassador, Thor Th.ors, with whose brother he is in 
a business deal in Iceland. 

The Minister of Finance was extremely sympathetic, thought 
that recognition was part of the thinking of the government 
and promised to take it up upon his return. He has since 
returned to Iceland and our friend thinks that he should hear 
from him possibly within the next week. 

On Monday he received a letter from Thor Thors in which the 
Ambassador declared that he has no doubt that recognition 
will be forthcoming in due course. I have told our friend 
that it is of the greatest importance that the matter be 
expedited and that time is of the essence. He will do what 
he can and I shall, of course, keep you informed as I get 
any further information. 

Cordially, 

~ 
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Thif II a lull-rate 
Telesnm or Cable
.- una.. lta de
(ened chanc:ter ia ln- • 
dlcaeed b, a aaltable 
IJl!ll,olaboveorpre
_...,the..W..... JOelE~H L. IEOAN 

"'l'tlCelDINT ,.;===~---
Tl CL423 LONG PIJ::=WUX NEWYORK NY 1.5 230P •olrwiptlaSTANDA&DTUU:atpolmoldlltln■:loa 

,,. 
ABBA H:ILLEL SILVER, THE TEMPLE~ 

: ANSEL RD AND 1.05 ST==_ 

,,, FOLL·OW -iNG FROM SHERTOK QUOTE EBAN SEE MEDl 'ATORS 
COMMUNICATION JUNE E:IGHTH PARAGRAPH Sl'X BRACKET THREE 
UNBRACKET WHI.CH PROV-IDES CHECK BY MEDIATOR AT PORTS 
EMBARKATTON DEBARKATION AND UN OBSERVERS ON SH.I PS BEARING 
'f MM I GRANTS STOP PROPOSAL NOW MADE DRAWl'NG MEMBER STATES IS 

INNOVAT·toN WHICH CONSIDER UNWARRANTED ON PRTNCIPLE AND ' , .. - . 

Ll 'ABLE JN PRACTICE CAUSE ARB
1

ITRARINESS CONFUSION UNNECESSARY 
DELAYS AND RESTR,cr·I0NS CONSEQUENT HARDSHIP AND INJUSTICE 

STOP WHILE WE PLEDGED FULL COOPERAT·tON MEDIATOR AND HIS 
STAFF CANNOT ACCEPT HYDRA HEADED ·r·NSPECTfON OF ENTIRE . - .., . 

WORLD STOP SUGGESTl'ON ALREADY PUBL'l:SHED BY REUTERS NOT 
• QU111TE A CCU RATEL y BUT MERE ., DEA OF IT Is REVOL Tl NG TO OUR 

PUBL·i C OP IN t·oN UNQUOTE= 

!LOURIE= 

I' 

I 

. . :UN EBAN~ • . 
• &- COIIPANY WILL APPUCIATII 81700S8TIOlf■ .aOM ft'8 PATIION■ COlfOIIIIIIDIO as, lilllTIOa 
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Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 

ABRAHAM FEINBERG 

350 FIFTH AVENUE 

NEW YORK 1, N . Y. 

The Jewish Agency For Palestine 
16 East 66th Street 
New York, 21, N Y. 

Dear Dr. Silver, 

June 16th, 1948. 

Thank you for your letter of June 10th with reference to 
Americans For Haganah~ 

I must respectfully point out to you that your letter is 
based on an incorrect assumption. Americans For Haganah was 
not organized to meet the propaganda of the Irgun. It was organized 
to present to the American public at large through all of the media 
of information the story of Haganah, past and present with particu
lar emphasis on the tasks of defence and immigration. Thus, you 
will see that the underlying method was constructive in nature and 
was not founded on an anti Ir gun formula. 

I believe that it is well that the Executive raises this 
question at this moment because it is important that the problem 
be considered anew in view of the most significant event in modern 
history, the Declaration of Independence of the State of Israel. 

Prior to the existence of the State, various organizations 
in this Country undertook to perform duties on behalf of the Yishuv 
which now 'devolve upon the Government itself, or upon its accredited 
representatives here. 

In the past, we were always confronted with vexing questions 
as to which American organization should be entrusted with certain 
special tasks. Intelligent, disciplined Zionists should have striven 
to avoid duplication and to assign such tasks to the group which 
could perform them most efficiently. 

Naturally, we looked to the Jewish Agency in Palestine to 
guide us on these issues of jurisdiction, since that Agency was re
cognized as the agent for Jewish interests. As such authority in 
this field which the Agency may have wielded now vests in the 
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Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 

ABRAHAM FEINBERG 
350 FIFTH AVENUE 

NEW YORK 1, N . Y. 

2. June 16th, 1948. 

Government of the State of Israel, we certainly would not want to do anything 
in any manner which the Government might find objectionable. 

Americans For Haganah was created to do a particular job, the 
need for which was expressed by accredited Agency representatives in 
Palestine. That job was entrusted to Americans For Haganah rather than 
to existing Zionist groups for the very special reason that it had to be 
done by an organization which was entirely divorced from political or re
ligious concepts and which could embrace all Americans, Jews and Gentiles 
alike, regardless of party or political affiliation. 

Obviously, the existing Zionist parties holding party position with 
voting strength in World Zionist Councils were disqualified per se for this 
work. Even a "party key" committee in which each party would have 
voting representation was foredoomed to failure as evidenced by the recent 
abortive attempt in this direction. 

All of this however, is now academic. Israel is a living reality 
and its accredited representatives in the United States are well qualified 
to exercise their duties. We trust that no American organization will 
make the tragic blunder of seeking to impose its will upon the Provisional 
Government, or arrogate to itself functions properly belonging to that 
Government. 

We are informed that the Provisional Governm·ent has established 
an office of information in the United States which will issue official Gov
ernment press releases and disseminate information in the manner of 
other information services of foreign states. Americans For Haganah does 
not expect to be connected with the Office of Information directly or indi
rectly. Of course, we hope to take advantage of information and services 
of Israel's Office of Information in the same manner as any other American 
organization. 

We are however, fully convinced that there still exists a dire need 
for an intelligent organization in the United States to accomplish the follow
ing purposes: -
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Dr. Abba. Hillel Silver 

ABRAHAM FEINBERG 

350 FIFTH AVENUE 

NEW YORK I, N. Y. 

3. June 16th, 1948. 

1. Broadly disseminate interesting and colorful news, motion 
pictures and radio broadcasts depicting Israel's army and its struggle 
to def end the new State. 

Z. Through mass meetings, group meetings and home meetings, 
marsha.11 material and financial a.id for the Army of Israel. 

3. Through a well organized speaker's bureau, aid and assist 
the United Jewish Appeal, Materials for Palestine, and other appropriate 
agencies to collect money and material for the Army of Israel. 

4. Through a vigorous public relations program, to enlighten 
the American public of the danger of supporting organizations attached 
to dissident military groups in Israel who are now acting in open defiance 
of the laws of Israel and thereby encourage assistance only for such or
ganizations who support the one Army of Israel. 

We believe that the purposes above outlined indicate the need 
for our continuance in existence. We seek, and will welcome the support 
of all Zionists regardless of party affiliations. We believe that our appeal 
is much broader than the purely political appeal of any of the existing 
Zionist parties. We are in a position to reach a much broader and more 
receptive public composed of Jews, non Jews, Zionists and non Zionists, 
and even anti Zionists, a.11 of whom are anxious to hear the story of 
Israel and to give every form of assistance to Israel without involving 
themselves in party politics. It should be obvious that only a group 
which is apolitical can perform this task and that this work cannot, under 
any circumstances, be vested in the hands of a single Zionist party or 
even a group of Zionist parties. 

It should also be obvious that no conscientious Zionist can fail 
to support us in our efforts merely because of some pique over the fa.ct 
that his individual Zionist party has not been entrusted with this all en
compa.s sing job. 

Prior to the formation of Americans For Hagana.h, there existed 
no group which was doing this work and we feel strongly that our disso
lution would create another vacuum such as existed previously. 
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Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 

ABRAHAM FEINBERG 

350 FIF"TH AVENUE 

NEW YORK I, N . Y. 

4. June 16th, 1948. 

Our decision to remain in operation is based entirely upon our 
beliefs as expressed above, that an intelligent, apolitical organization 
must exist to present to the general public the picture of the new Gov
ernment of Israel. 

Just as our organization did not come into being without the 
encouragement of the authorized leaders of the Jewish Agency, so now 
we have not come to this decision to continue without the knowledge and 
sympathy of the authorities and recognized representatives of the 
Government of Israel. 

I sincerely trust that the foregoing will clarify our position 
to you. 

You suggest in your letter that we meet. It is always a 
pleasure to meet with you, but I know that you are a busy man and 
peculiarly enough, my business interests take up a considerable 
part of my time also. I should be happy to meet with you at any time 
convenient to you. 

AF:HSL 

SincerelY. y°? . 

raham Fein'fh 



To: 

FaoM: 

Tire Jewish Agency for Palestine 

Dr. Abba Hillel SilTer 

Arthur Lourie 

MEMORANDUM 
June 18, 1948 

I enclose cop7 of a telegram which I have receiTed from ... 
Shertok reporting~conversation which he had with the Mediator. 

I also encloae a letter from Abraham Fineberg which seema 

to me to be about the lillitJ I take it that 7ou will want to 

put this on the Agenda for Monda,7 1a mee\ing. 



Dil IOllG.IIWIIa DWYOU JUD 18 • 1948 

111421 OQJrfDWlOlfS DJJU!Oll PDLI>llllllT CJWU.OBlt !OP DS!.lDD otm GIDBA~ 

POSlfIOI Oli l\dlS ASDM'BLYS D~r.trtION AJm XJJ TIIW SO'.ISl(lUlft DEQU)PJIU'.ro V1D11 

W.ftllll EIPLA 1AU PAHi PADS!ID OU'ISlD:& lSWL D WOW BOWI 
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1311'111 DPERD CS D '!HOUGB'l !HIS WJ.S D.l&ONilL'I BJWl!lOB PARAQl&Pll li'?Oll 

LDt JU lUIODl8 ,nw OOHSOL!ArtOB WI!B BIS ADll SIU S!OP xr ANT PROPOSALS 

ORYS!ALLJZJl WltL PROJ.lBLT COMI !O us li!Sil mx~ us 1tHORS. JU! MEJD'Jlli.l 

:ASDD US SI BJ!().lDS l,li.IS()B 'l'O ilSWD :FAC!tJAla QtDS'!lOliS .AllD SAlf ! !O l1S 

QUDIES Oll POlH PBX IP • 0 AQOJP'SD .AJm ll'SBD Pm> XOD l&SI:AWX 

.muoa: 



FOR: 

FROM: 

Arthur Lourie 

I.L.Kenen 

MEMORANDU -1 

June 19, 1948 

(I have told Dr. Silver about t ~1is anc. he is interested in it). 

I regret that my absence denies me an opportunity to contribute to 
the discussion on Americans for Haganah 2.s it relates to our information 
an public rel2.tions work. I am therefore subT'li ttin~ t his ner:orandum, for 
such use HS you care to rne,ke of it. 

. . 

1. Until May 14, the Haga.neh wc,.s an una.erground force with no official 
connection with tne Jewish Agency for Pa.lestine, Accora.ingly, our infor
mation office refrained from contact with Ha~ n h representatives in this 
country ana declined 11 comment a.na. inform~ ti on on Hagana.h activities. 
We provic.ea. information about $.ganah to neWSi_1apers, etc., only a.s 
matters of general knowlea.ge but always stipulated. that such information 
WP-.S second.hand and unauthoritative. When it was advisable,we referred 
inquiries to Americans for Ha.gana.h. 

2. The need for such a s-epara.tion terr.iin~.ted absolutely on May 14. 
From that day on, the Isra.eli army was oper2tin openly c1.na. it beca.rrie 
necessary for our office to act as an information center for it. Literally 
hundreds of queries were handled by us. It was impos ible to deny such 
requests, for reporters ancl com;1ientators writing stories a bout the political 
situation in Isra.el were entitle to have the whole story, political and 
military, ~nthout being referred to another office. We were seriously 
handicapped because mu.ch informPtion was not available to us, since 
Haganah representatives were not attached to this office. However, we 
manFi.ged to secure the facts from mili t?..ry experts here, such as Mr. 
Ruffer, etc. 

3. Within recent weeks, we have hHd lengthy discussions with Mr. 
Reuven Dafne and I-1r. Moishe Pearlman, who will be in charge of the 
averse s press in Tel Aviv. They informed me t i.a. t t ... ey propoeed to 
open a sepa.rate office of war inform2 tion in ew York, with a new 
staff and a new apparatus. 

Mr. Zinder, our Washin~ton press attache (formerly of Life ru1d Time 
Ma[;S.zines), Hr. Teller of Pe.leer and I discussec. thi~ ratter with Mr. 
Pearlman. All of us stron ly urged that no sep rate office be opened. 
We pointed out thnt it was most essential to concentr .te a.11 informa.tion 
activities in one office. It would be a disservice to the press and the 
public to handle general inforJJ1P.tion here n to compel them to go to 
another building or telephone for war information, casualties, etc. It 
would be most difficult for Tel Aviv to send out inform~tion to two 
different offices. It would require a co-ordinate to see tr..at both 
offices were constnntly informed. On the other' ha.nd, the operation could 
be handled most efficiently Rnd economic .lly if it were streamlined in 
one office, with war information in a separ te d.epRrtment. Palcor--never 
made proper use of--could be integr ted in this one office. Great savings 
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could be made by using Palcor {with press cable rates) as the comnnmi
cations systen. Moreover, Palcor, with a decent "budget, could 'be 
improved and transforried into a. enera:!.. informc>tion 'bulletin, which 
~ould be made vaila.ble to tni officials (as it is now), editors, 
commente.tors, etc. 

Mr. Dafne and Mr. Pearl1Tl8n e.greed in principle, and Mr. Dafne is 
engaging some technicians to specialize on thew r information side. 
'~ey will operate in this building ~tnd there will be effective co-operation. 
It is understooc. tr--e,t the war informE tion section will 'be suspen ec. when 
::.-nd if w r enc.s. Hoilever, our own skeleton ste.ff will have to be 
ex1)e.nded to hPna le general information. It is self-evident tha.t expansion 
can be kept at a minirrru.m if all available information resources are 
broueht together. Palcor is an essentic.l in this regard as it is the 
source. Obviously, it -1ould 'be wa"'teful to 1-:ave t.nree separate research 

epa.rtnents ,_. three clifferenb switchboards and multigraphing plants ~ .. nd 
three separate staffs. 

4. From the standpoint of the press and the public, this centrali
zation will be most welcome. Nothing is more prejudicial to our interests 
tha.n to have several arnies of propage.ndists besie ing the press, radio, 
etc. I was for many years on the receiving end. I know that most of the 
paper produced by Jewish publicity staffs goes into wastepaper baskets. 
At Lake Success, we distributed a. rnininru.m of press releases, etc. We 
were urgently advised by newspapermen to do the job by word of mouth 
ana the.twas the wa-y it was done. We were told to 'be availa'ble--not 
ubiquitous. 

5. Where does Americans for Ha.ganah fit into this picture? Emphatically, 
it doesn I t. It ca.n only wa.s te good money. It can only add more literature 
to the wastepaper baskets in newspa.per offices. It can only confuse and 
actually, it can only make our own work more difficult, for it will 
inevitably handicap us in our efforts to accustom the public and the press 
to come to one centra.1 office for informa.tion. 

I must emphasize that this is not said in criticism of the p~st 
performance of A~ericans for Ha.gana~. I am not in a position to 
criticize, for I know very little of its performance. It may have had 
its place so long as Haganah representatives could not operate from this 
office. It does not have that place today. 

6. Here are some recent examples of the confusion: Americans for 
.Ha6anah recently sent a high-priced reporter and photographer to Israel. 
We \·!ere not inf armed. A few days ago, long cRbles started pouring into 
this office. We die. not know to whom they were adc.ressed, or why they 
were sent. We had to c2ble Shel':tok to ma.re an inquiry. But their con
tents revealed their absurd.i ty. The reporter was proposin to cable, 
each a.a.y, the contents of the Tel Avil' war communique and other relevant 
information, and Americans for Haganah was to distribute the colllI!lWlique 
to the local wire services. The fact is tr.at wire services will not take 
news from Israel tha.t comes secondhb.nd from a New York office, so long as 
they have their o~m representatives in Israel. Moreover, this information 
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all appears daily in the Palcor bulletin, and months a.go, I arranged with 
Teller to have Palcor distributed to the wire services so thP_t they might 
check against the reports of their own correspondents. 

The reporter's cable went on to request that mericans for 3:agana.h 
cable to Tel Aviv each d.ay the Arab canards so t ha.t denia.ls could be issued. 
But on th;?t very a.ay, Mr. Shertok cabled t1e same request to me. And ten 
days before, I had requested P lcor to a.ssume that responsibility. 

Had I the time to make a complete inquiry, I .m certain t hat I could 
cite m2.ny such examples of waste, duplice.tion, futility. I wi 11 present 
only one other opera tion. Months a.go, I was informed by Mr. Tuvim that 
the American Zionist Emergency eouncil had engaged a r adio publicity firm 
to promote Zionist spokesnen on the air. I was .sked to turn over the 
n?nes of interestine Palestinian person~lities, as the rrived. But the 
personalities who were of greatest radio interest were not coming to this 
office. On the other ha.na., Americans for Hae;anah was ma.intaininc:; its own 
radio man, who was pushing for re.di o tine. Accordingly all radio stations 
were being besie t.;ed by two sep r a te Zionist offices, and 11 hen they,, nted 
somethin& hot, they called a t hird--the office of the Jewish Agency. 

7. This memorandum is offered ,-!ith the conviction that dr .stic steps 
must be taken to stop duplication th2t is not only wasteful but is most 
injurious to the co!!ll1on effort. There is no need to maintain special 
offices and organiz tions after their need has disappeared. During the 
four years I spent with the American Jewish Conference, much of my time 
was absorbed in trying--mostly without success-- to co-ordinate Jewish 
public relations on overseas matters. It was most disheartening to battle, 
not for Jewish rights, but aga.inst vested organizc.tional interests. We 
have t he opportunity now to eliminate wasteful and futile procedures. It 
would be a serious blunder to encourage continued proliferation of feeble 
a.genci es and bureaus. 



COPY ASSOCIATION OF PARENTS OF AMERICAN STUDENTS 
IN PALESTINE 
314 WEST 91ST STREET 
NEW YORK 24, I.Y. 

June 23rd, 1948 

Mr. Arthur Lourie, Consul GeneraJ. 
Provisional Government of Isrs.el 
16 East 66th Street 
New York Cit;r 

Dear Mr. Lourie, 

I am attaching herewith a copy of a letter which speaks for itself. 

I want to assure you that we deeply appreciate the time and interest that you and Major 
Comay extended to us. 

With all good wishes and kind regards, I am 

46 West 83rd Street, New York ~ity 

Dr. Israel Goldstein 
27~West 89th Street 
New York City 

Dear Dr. Goldstein: 

Very sincerely, 
/s/ Mrs. Selma J. Borowsky 

President 

June 23, 1948 

May I take this opportunity to correct a wrong impression created by my letter to 
you dated June 18th, copy of which was mailed to Dr. Silver. 

I should like to state that, since conferring with Mr. Lourie, Major Comay, Mr. Yuval 

and Mr. Herman, we have had good reason to believe that we were at long last moving 
towards our goal. They were the first to attempt to secure for us some concrete 
results. 

It should be stated that the obstacle that we ran into, after a fruitful conference 
with Mr. Lourie and Major Corney, was - money. I em attaching a. copy of a letter of 
Major Comsy addressed to our Associe.tion to that effect. 

I regret to have to burden you with this explanation, but it is most essential 
inasmuch as a wrong inference was drawn. 

With very kind regards, I ell1 

Most sincerely, 

/s/ Hrs. Selman J. Borowsky 
President 



THE JEWISH AGENCY F'OR PALESTINE 

16 E. 66th Street: 
New York 21, N.Y. 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
East 105th Street & Ansel Road 
CleTeland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

June 24, 1948 

I have spoken to Eban with reference to the 
letter from Wellington Koo in which he refers to 
"new instructions" to the Chinese representative 
at the Security Council. Eban has asked for an 
appointment with Dr. Tsiang and will seek to elicit 
information from him. I doubt if he will get any
thing specific, but it would in any case aeem 
advisable to meet again with Tsiang at this time. 

Yours sincerely, 

AL:lm Arthur Lourie 



Cl.Ass OF Sat.VICI 

This la a fu11'flte 
Telegram or Cable
gram unless its de
fened character fs In
dicated by a suitable 
aymbol above or pre• 
ceding the addreu. 

,l 

• WESTERN ·~· 
·• UNION 

JOSEPH L. &:CIAN • 
PRESIDENT 

The filir>n •l~o a'hnum in thA il•t" I in A nn t.PlPcmtmR anri dav IP.tu>.J'B ia STANDARD TIME at, pomt; of ol'i&iDe Time of receipt is.,,..,.__,, 

,_NB371 NL PO.NEWT K. NT 2-. 
. -

SYMBOLS 

DL•DayLettn 

NL•Nisht Letter 

ABBA HILLEL SILVER•· · ,_ JUN 24 I'll ,. 3? 
. ·THE TEMPLE CLEVE• . 

~THE FOLLOWING CA!LE ECEIVED FROM DOBKIN QUOTE WE INSIST 
THAT TME ZIONIST 8! ERAL COUNCIL TAKE PLACE NOT LATER THAN 
JULY THIRD IN ISRAEL STATE BEFORE tNP CEASE FIRE SToP CABLE 

. -
YOUR C~ENT UNQUOTE THIS CABLE SENT JUNE 21ST CABLE SIGNED - . . 

ZIONIT ANNOUNCING CALLING ACTIONS COMMITTEE FOR LY SIXTH 
WAS RECEIVED PRIOR TO DCl3K I NS BUT S !NT Ml DNI CltT 22NO. . - . ,.,. 

• :21• 
T ' _ -.,vl\il' NY WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERN.LNG ITS SERVIC,E 
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-· ~I.out• 
1.-teb. Atlnq tor Pale1t1u 
18 last Mth Street 
..., Tork al• l•v ton 

Dear .... Lov1•• 

A proper repl.7 ahoul4 be ••nl lo .ll)NUII •eia'berc foJt h11 letw 
of Jae 16th, Mel a ~ro, r relea•• •hould. b• ■e.4e ,o the pu.blle 
-oillg the 4l1eolu\ton et 1M •••rtoaaia tor ....,ah" aa aooa 
&1 70u. haY• reoe1••4 • reply t.o your cable. If a reply l• no, 
tonllooatnc v1th1a \he nesi f.rw 4qa, ve ehall haYe le eon1tw 
llaldng the Daouneaun, u,wq. 

1fl lb. all good vllhee, I ruain 

Ver, oor41.Ur ,ova, 



.,.-,w, r,ac', n,,,n,n n,~,on 

The Jewish Agency for Palestine 

MEMORANDUM 
June JO, 1948 

To: Dr. Abba Hillel Silver

FaoM: Arthur Lourie 

ALslm 

I rang Mr. Fineberg with regard to the immediate dissolu

tion of Americans for lla£anab. He had already been informed 

of the contents of the cable from Tel Aviv and said that they 

were meeting to give the matter consideration. He would not, 

however, undertake then and there that they would make an 

immediate announcement about the termination of their activi

ties. I advised him that failurE1 to do so was likely to result 

in the publication of a prior stE),tement on behalf of the 

llxecu.tive. 



TELEGRAM 

Dr. Abbe. Hillel Silver 
The Jewish Agency for Palestine 
2210 Massachusetts Avenue, N. w. 
Washington, D. c. 

Following from Ben-Gurion: "View request Palbranoh GenZionists World Center 

postpone Actions Committee until July; also view Shapiro's New York cable to 

Ravfishman stating Mizrac,-ii not participating Actions Co1n11ittee if held in June. 

Gruenbe.um, Bernstein insist firstly holding plenary Executive meeting 11th June 

as decidee; secondly, postponing Actions Committee until UN committee finished 

work in Palestine Stopx Request e.11 Exec members cable their opinions Stop 

Myself fe.vor calling Actions Committee 15 - 6 as decided". 

Followini from Bernstein, Gruenbe.um, Kolodny: "Silver, Neumann, JevAgenoy, 

New York, has prevailed upon Ben-Gurion to consent to renewed consultation 

members Executive about postponement Actions Committee July but appeal to you 

that e.t lee.st one of you pe.rticipa.te one week meetini Executive starting 11 - 6". 

Please wire or phone me your views for transmission. 

Arthur Lourie 
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