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MEMORANDUM 

April 16, 1941 

f1D FFA T 

King Ibn Saud of Sa;di Arabia formerly depended largely 

on the revenue from the pilgrimage and customs duties to finance 

his government. Due to the war, this revenue has been reduced to 

a negligible amount. 

The only economic resources of any substantial value of 

Saudi Arabia are its oil resources, the development of which has been 

seriously interfered with on account of the war. 

The King has privately expressed himself, and we believe 

sincerely, as strongly pro-Ally. No other man in the Arab countries., 

nor among Moslems the vvorld over, commands prestige equal to his. 

In order to feed and maintain control of his people, which is 

essential to maintain his prestige in the Arab world elsewhere 

and to prepare, even in a moderate way, for equipping h i s own sol­

diers for service, he estimates that he will require ~10,000 ,000 

per annum until the emergency has passed and he recently demanded 

that the California Arabian Standard Oil Company supply him with 

~6,000,000 during the year 1941. In addition to this, the British 

have promised him 400.,000 pounds sterling during 1941, which he 

hopes to increase to 900,000 pounds. 

Based on the best information which we have been able to 

obtain, it is our opinion that the King's estimate of ~~10,000,000 

for this year is moderate and close to a »inimum figure for essential 

expenditures. 
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The California Arabian Standard Oil Company owns an oil concession in 

Arabia consisting of approximately 162, 000,000 acres and embracing all the 

probable oil territory of the country. This area is approxirrately equal in 

size to the states of California and Oregon. The original concession was 

acquired in 1933 and runs to 1993; the remaining area was acquired in 1939 

and runs until 1999. The company is of American nationality and 50% is owned 

by the Standard Oil Company of California and 50% by The Texas Corporation. 

These two companies between them have approximately 160,000 American 

stockholders. 

The development work commenced in 1933 and to date the company has dis­

covered on three structures an estimated 750,000,000 barrels of crude oil 

reserves and there are many other structures of considerable promise on this 

concession. The Calarabian Standard Oil Company has so far spent approximate­

ly $27 ,500,000 on this development. In addition, the company has advanced 

to the King against future royalties J6,800,000. It has now come to a point 

where it is impossible for the company to continue the gro,:ving burden and 

responsibility of financing an independent country, particularly under 

present abnormal conditions. However, the King is desperate. He has told 

us that unless necessary financial assistance is iirJ~0diately forthcoming, 

he has grave fears for the stability of his country. 



•• 
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PROPOSAL 

1. We propose that the United States Government purchase from the Saudi 

Arabia Government finished petroleum products to the value of six million dollarr 

annually for a period of five years. 

2. The Company will contract with the King to produce, manufacture and load 

such products for his account at a Persian Gulf port. 

3. The King ~rill waive royalty on an amount of crude oil corresponding at 

current royalty rate to ~6,000,000. 

4. The products taken under this arrangement, except that taken for use by 

the U.S. Navy or other U.S. Government purposes within the area, would have 

to be moved outside an area approximately defined as follows: Egypt, the east 

coast of Africa, South Africa, Australasia, India, the Straits Settlements, 

China, Japan and possibly the Phillippines. 

5. \ve suggest that for the purpose of determining the quantity of products 

due under this arrangement an agreement be reached as to the prices of certain 

products to be supplied over an agreed period. 

6. We suggest that our State Department approach the British not only to 

increase the amount of money which the British have been advancing to the King, 

amounting to 400,000 pounds sterling per year, but also to request the British 

to continue to make such advances in sufficient amount, which, added to those 

made by the United States Government, plus any other revenue received by the 

King, will total approximately $10,000,JOO per year. 

Any British advances should be on a p~litical and military basis and 

should not involve their getting any oil from this concession, the British 

at the present time being well supplied from Iran, Iraq, and Bahrein, etc. 



I called on Kr. Merriam and Mr. Wilkins with reference to the 
reports that a •apecial Assembly might be called .to consider the Palestine 
question. Mr. M•rriam said that informal conversations had been ts.king place 
with the !ritiah on this subject. . . 

Mr. Merriam indicated that the · committee which Mr. Lie ~.d proposed 
would. if it ma.de recommendations, be a very important committee and. that. 

·under those cirO'Umstances, · they did not went to be faced afterwards with. 
• the suggestion that this committee was without legal :authority. If the 

matter: had to come to . the United Nations then it was desirable that it 
should bedealt with without delay. It was for that reason that it was 
now proposed to cali a special meeting of the 'Assembly which would 
itself appoint ·a committee. Mr. Merriam said, further, that he did·not 
think that there would be great difficuJ.ty in arranging for such a special 
session for which, ~she understood it, approval of a majority of two- • 
thirds of the members was required. He did not think that the financial 
obstacle origi~lly cited by Mr. Lie was insuper~ble 9 though the question 
of cost was bound up a,lso with the length of time the special session would 
take. One of the matters to which the government was giving consideration 
wes how to limit the session to the one issue of Palestine.· They .would not 
wish to have other issues raised at the meeting. 

In answer to my question e.s to wether the United States Government 
had decided the.t the Assembly was a more ap-propriate forum than the 
Security Council. Mr. Merriam said there were a nuJnber of objections to 
the Security Cou.ricil; thus, they felt there were issues involved here 

·which were outside the scope o! matters whioh should properly be con-. 
sidered by the Security Council. Referenc to that 1>o~ would, in al.1 1 

probability, in a:r,.y case result in the matter bei~ remitted finally 
either to the Astem~ly or to some other organ of the United Jlationa. The 
Jritish, too, had objections to the ~t~e• co~ing before the SecuritT 
Council. • • 

' . . 
. , 

. Mr. · Merriam replied in the negat!ve to my question as to whether 
American Government had deYeloped e p1~n of its own for submission to 
:U•}!• when the matter came up before that 1l,oq. 

. . 
I mentio t when Mr. She~tok had seen t $cretary of St 
·~tter cated that there was some possibility of his dis 
tine with Mr. Bevin in Moscow. · Mr. Merriam said, ' with some em 

such talks had in _:f'act taken place. 
. ' . 

fore leaving I mentioned that ·~ attention had be 
to the draf es o:f' procedure for the Trustees 

Article . ere might be a repetition of the k 
and 1Mexi ted to the Trusteeship Oounc , as 

a behi en representatives of t 
• 'anp. of eti gathered -from Mr. Vi 
concern th ·these mat tment were 

ations of' ent in 
t my po 

ion t 



'-:lli~ ; t~:i,,:i i1l'l1U7',D·~',llK pl:l DUPLICATE BY 
ORDINARY MAIL • THE ANGLO-PALESTINE .BANK LIMITED 

n,nll'll'I 
GENERAL MANAGER'S OFFICE 

Dear Rabbi Silver, 

INCORPOR.ATED IN NGIAN O 

?ee~rv 

New York, April 20, 1947 
Hotel Fourteen 
14 ~•t outh Street 
~ew York City, N. Y. 

"AP:-; ~ l 1947 

I have the pleasure of informin6 you that l arrivect in New York a short time ago from Palestine for the p.irpose of studying some economic matters of interest to our activities in Palestine. This trip will be probably extended over the next two or three months and I WO\lld greatly apprecia~• your•giving me the opportunity of calling upon you beginning next month aa lam just about to leave for Washin
0
ton where! will stay until th~ en~ .of this month. 

contact your office in order e meantime, l remain with 



.. 

Mr. Heinrich ll&rgullea 
Hotel lourteen 
1,th laat 60th Street 
lew York, II.I. 

Ky dear llr. llar1ulle11 

April 25, 1947 

Thank you tor your kind letter. I 
•hall be pleaaed to ••• you. Plea•• telephone • 
the earq part ot next m~th at the office ot the 
led.ah Ageno,, 16 1. s.eth Street and •• shall tr, 
to ■et a tiae when•• can meet. 

!HSaBI 

11th all good wishes, I rauill 

Very cordially yours, 



ltabbi Aba Hillel Silver 
Jewi~h Ae;enoy for Palestine 
16 ~. C "th Street 
New York City,, N. Y • 

ENTRAL 
ION 
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Emanuel L. LltlChlta, oe,-.._ Co..._ 
Sllllcha I,py, PmA A---. N. J. 
Albert N. Jlanclelbaam, BTOU, N. 1". 
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"~'=lrl D'IJ2-," ,,,-,,,,D" 

RABBINICAL COUNCIL OF AMERICA 
331 MADISON AVENUE NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

Dr. Abba Hillel $ilver, Chairman 
a.erican Section ot 1ewish Agency 
16 ~•t 66th Street 
Nn York, N.Y. 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

RECEIVED 

MAY R 1947 /:IL 
/f,/.5 

At the Annual Convention ot the Rabbinical Council 

ot Juurica held at Detroit, Michigan, last week the 

enclosed resolution was unaniaoualy adopted. 

I reapecttully aubait same to you, and trust that 

you will give it your immediate and aerioua consideration. 

~incerely youra, 

uc. RABBI MORRIS MAX 
~ecutiv• Vice-Preaident 



ft• ialtbiaioal. CouaoU of Aaaioa 4eplol'•• ~• tao, tat•• 1n1all Aa•••1 ha.a aet 

•"• t1, • iaolute '•• rellll•• repreaeatat1Te ot '11• YlalwY 1Jl 1t• ottielal 

deleptloa to •e Ua1te4 ••tioaa .uaeillaly. A, a tiu ••• '11e punJ.7 ••aular 

u,1oaa11atie a:ppoaoll ill itoala hu aot •4• "11e 4eaire4 la,aot upoa tll• Chl-1at1u 

Wozil4, it la lquat1Ye t1aa, ,lle rel1c1oua taetor be 1ajeote4~ We feel taat a atroac 

eaplla•1• of the rellpou• a1a'9rto _rlpta of our ,eople wultl O&n7 greater ••ipt 

,ua tke ••n l'lllltlllitaria or nen u\1ouliat1o ap,roaoll. 

e theretere call upon •e 1 .. 1a11 .AceaOJ 1a Paleat1ae aa4 upon the a.rioaa 

D1Y1a1oa ot the Jniall Ageao7 1a •n York 'lo oo-oJt the aen1o•• ot \he Clllet Rabbi ot 

keta larael, aablti laaao HaleTi Heraoa,into the otticlal Agenc7 4elegatloa, deaigaatN 

to repreaeat World 1nry at ~e Ua1 ~ .... ,1ou .uaeul7. • l:iia aa1n117 appearaaoe, a• 

well as hi• mholarahlp u4 ata•••••ll1J, repreNntlng the religloua aaplrat1o•• ot 

a laiatorto people to taaeir hiaiorto leat, wllere 'Ill• aplr1tual ••well•• pllJalcal 

nba'~111\ation of our people can tu• place~ will ~e a protoua4 llljreaaion •po• 

tile AS8Mltq. 



lay 12, 19.f.7 

Rabbi Morris lla.x 
Executive Yice-Preaident 
Rabbinical Council ot .lllerica 
S&l ladiaon Avenue 
lew York 17, N.I. 

lly dear Rabbi llaxl 

• 

I 

P rmit me to thank you tor your kind COllllD"itlation . 
ot ■~y I and tor the Resolution ot the Rabbillical Council ot 
America which waa adopted at ita annual convention which you 
tranaaittecl to ... I shall ·bring it to the attentiOD ot the 
Jeruh Agency. Speaking tor ayaelt, I aa sure that there will be 
an opportunity during the hearings before t e Inquiry Colllllittee whioh 
the UH 1a to ap~int, and which will 1n all probability also visit 
Paleetine, tor the Chief Rabbi ot Palestine to be heard. I should 
teel that it would be tremendoualy helpful, and perhaps also later 
on, betore the Assembly ot the UH when it meeta in the Fall. 

With all good wishes, I remain 

Very cordially yours, 

AHSaBlt 



RECEIVED AT 64 BROAD STREET. NEW YORK 4. AT , 

vxvs32 rEuv,v 6sL . o 1'mRcf 
NLT MRS HALPERI DR SILWER R NE~MAN ZIONISTS NEWVORK 

IN VIEU COMPLICATI KELY ARISE IN Ar TION COMITEE SESSION 
JUNE AND THE IR DETF{l \~ENT~.L CONSEQUENCES OUR. r,tisE IN CONNE 0T ION 

WI TH JE WtiGENCY ti.PPE P.Rti.NCE BE FORE Ftr TF I NDI NG rOWi~.r. I ss IO ' THE 

MERKAR OLAMI GENERAL ZIONIST S PALESTINE HAOWE D HACI ON I AND 

OUR Pti.LEST I NE EXE CUT I VE ~PiEMBERS F~ VOUPl POSTPONE . ~ENT ti rS ESS I ON 

JUL V STOP PLE.8.SE CABLE IMi\~ED I ti.TEL V JE WtiGE ~JCY JERUSti.LEM YOUR 

CONSENT AND SUPPORT POSTPONEMENT STOP MER.KAZ OLtiMf 

PALESTINE 

Telepb • ffAn 2 1811 To secure prompt action on inquiries, this original RADIOGRAM should be presented at the office of one. over • RCACOM.MUNICATIONS,Inc. In telephone inquiries quote the number preceding the place of origin. 
Form 112 TA 21-B 



FULL 
U,U 

DAY 
unu 
SUIAL 
SUVICI 

NIGHT 
MUUGf 

TO OBTAIN THE 
BENEFIT OF RCA 
DIRECT SERVICE 
THE VIA "RCA" 

MUST 
BE INSERTED IY THE 

SENDER 
Of THE MESSAGE 

$Nd tbt following ladiogro■ subject to the coadltiOlls, r11ulations and rotes as set forth in tllt applkablt tariff of ICA Com1Runications, Inc., ■nd on ftlt with the r19ulatory authorities. 

co .. ~,- ··J P _v_~ia ___ _ 
I 

TO: DR. SILVER, DR. NEOJUIN, MRS. HAI.PR.IR 

IN VIEW COIIPLICATIONS LIKELY ARISE IR CONNECTION ACTIONS COIIMITTEE SESSION 

JUNE AND OTHER DETRIMENTAL CONSEQUENCES OUR CASE IN CONNECTION WITH JEWISH 

AGENCY APPEARANCE BEFORE FACT FINDING CODISSION THE IIERKAZ OLAN! GENERAL 

ZIONISTS PALESTINE HAOVED HAZIONI AND OUR PALESTINE EXECUTIVE MEMBERS FAVOR 

POSTPONEMENT ACTIONS COMDIITTEE SESSION JULI STOP PLEASE CABLE IMMEDIATELY 

JEWISH AGENCY JERUSALFJI YOUR CONSENT AND SUPPORT POSTPONEMENT STOP MERKAZ OLAN! 

PALESTINE. 

Sender's Nam• and Addre11 
(Not to be h'llll■mltte4) 

l'wa lOOL T.A. 73 

PULL-UTE MIIIAGI UNLIII MAIIID OIHIIW• 



4, 

. ' le , reterenoe trom the 
•&r.•m dated Ma7 2~ 11947 sent to 

the Senator Wa er. In this tele-
g t the United S aentat1¥e to 
th General Aaae ll aupport to 
th gram.tor Paleatine which the Unfted States Congress 
has. N~atedlJ. attirmed. ~ou turtber urged that pending a 
tinal 1et\lemen the Palestine. ~uestlon the weight ot 
the -United Stat ernment be bl'OUgbt t ·o 'bear in tavor 
o interim p pel'Dlitting large-aoal• immigration 
1 · alestine at the Jewiah Ageno7 .be aooorded 

l epreseilt ted • rat1ona 
88 

Wit t mar be 
tate4 t ·1evea that, •• 
he spec . ot t llbi.7 of the United 
ationa a • Government of 

the Unit • purpo oonati tut1ng and 
t a .. co ee to pre~re the Palestine 
n. ez- the September l a1ion 

l' ae G l l • ou.ld be p • th11 
oye•nmen aub 
••no• of' 
ll: ut1JL 



the Briti■h Government, whiah haa th• re■ponaibility tor 
the maintenance or law and order in that oountn, baa telt 
unable to liberalise it■ immigration pol101 in the abaenoe 
ot a general political aettleaent. The Bl"ltiah Government 
ia thoi,oug}lly aware or our attitude in thia matter, and . 
there 1a no reason to believe that turther representation■ 
at this time would produce reaulta. ' 

• • 
Aa regard.a thia Government•• poaition in the special 

aesai~n ot the General Asaembl7, the question ot Jewiah 
immigration into Palestine 1a a matter ot aubatance which 
the special aeaaion waa not called to oonaider.. It will 
undoubtedly be considered by the committee which baa been 
oonatitut~d by virtue or a reaolution adopte4· by the General 
Aaaembl7 at the special aeasion just concluded. 'lhia 
eomniittee will conaider questions or aubatanoe and report 
regarding them to the General Assembly at its next regular 
meeting. 

It la our sincere hope ·that the United Nation■ nil 
handle the problem of Paleatine aa expeditioualJ •• the 
c1rcumatancea perilit, and that its conclusions with regard 
to all aapecta or tne problem, including immigration, will 
be such aa to command the approval or world opinion. 

The queation ot rep~••entation ot the Jewish Agenc1 
has already been dealt with bJ tne General Assembly and, 
aa you are doubtl••• aware, the General AaaemblJ at ita 
meeting on Ma1 ·5 adopted the folloiring resolutions 

• I 

"'l'he ~oeneral Aaaembly reaolveaa 
, I I l 

•1. · That the f1rat ' oolllllittee grant a hearing to the 
Jewtah Agency tor Palestine on the question betore the com­
mittee; 

"2. To aend to that same ooiDDdttee tor ita deoialon 
thoae other commun1cationa ot a similar oharaoter trom the 
Palestinian population which have been rece1Yed by thia 
special aeaaion ot the Genel'lll Aaaembly or ma1 later on be 
eubad.tted to it." 

. Thia reaolution waa auppoz-ted by tne · delegate or the 
United States. 

.. Following the paaaage of the reaolution b7 the General 
Aa1embl7, Rabbi Silver on lla7 8 presented th• vieQolnt ot 
~h• Jew1ah Ageno1. tor Palestine before COlllllllttee I, whioh 
in this ••••ion had the aame Milberahip aa the General Aa-
aembl1,;. • " 

• SinoerelJ 1oura, •• 
Por the Seoreta191 ot States 

(Signed) CARL MARCY 

C 

• 
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I CLASS -nF SERVICE DESIRED '" 

WESTERNIW' 
./ CHECK DOMESTIC CAIILI! 

TELEGRAM ORDINARY $ 
DAY URGENT 

LETTER RAT£ ACCOUNTING INFORMATION 

SERl'-L DEFERRED 

UNI ON 
s 

NIGHT NIGHT 
LffiER LETTER 

Patron• ahould check cl- of .-vict TIME FILED 
deairtd : otherw\M tho in- will bl f lran1m1tted u a lelflnm « A . N. WILLIAMS 

o«linary cablecr,m. PRESIDENT 

Send the /ollowlnt telegram, ,ul,jecl lo the term, on bac,\: hereof, which are hereby agreed to 
6-5-47 

,,.. GOLDIE MEYERSON IO, _____________________________ _ 

________ /9_ 

Care o/ or Apt. No. ZIONIBURO 

Strut and No. ___ --,1,-,L""'O-NDu-O~N-,__,EJ-lG-LA-~--D....__----·---------------------

Pia:~--------------------------------

PRESS REPORTS QUOTE YOU AS SAYING THAT AMEBJCAN SECTION JEWISH AGENCY 

APPOIHTED EB.All LIASON. WEIUCAN SiCTIOR HAS MADE MO APPOINTMENTS NOR HAS 

PP BEEN CONSULTED BY JERBSALEM ABOUT AP?OIN'J.'MERT. '.REGARDS 

Sender' 3 name and addres3 
(For reference onlJJ) 

SILVER 

Sender' 3 telephone 
numher 



The Honorable George c. Marshall 
Secretary or State 
Washington, D.C. 

Ky dear Mr. Marshalla 

June 20, 1947 

I wish to thank you for the courtesy of receiving me 
yesterday and tor the opvortunity ,ihich you afforded me 
to _ resent some ot our views on t he subject · or the Onited 
Nations' Comaittee of Inquiry on Palestine and on the need 
tor our Gc,,rernment to assist the committee in formulating its 
recommendations by expressing its views as to what it regards 
a1 a Just solution, and the extent of our readiness to implement 
such a solution. 

I was very pleased to learn from you that before a position 
is finally taken and announced by our ~overnment, we will be 
invited to discuss the matter with you. 

With all good wishes, I remain 

llost cordially yours, 

AHS&BI 



.. 

.. A' !ON O .1 HEB •~ 

Dr. . !I S~ i 
Delegate of the Je sh Agency 

for Palestine and of the 
eren Hayesod for 

Sou tl . erica 

Can al o 2194 
Buenos ires 

Jul 2, 1947. 

Dr. E ma.nue 1 ; eumann 
rew York. 

Dear Friend: 

I refer to ou a .:JAiter about w'r-iich I am .,,10 t su.r 1 wself w:i t. er 
it 1 s wi thi the limist of ::0 11r competence. 

I presume that it should be handled 
view of his absence, I send the letter to you. 
to Dr. Gol an in Parts. However, I !mow t.nat 
of these ouestions. T:--ie uatter is as fo lo : 

by . :r. !o she "'her tok. In 
irnultaneously, I am writing 

also he ls not in charge 

( a) On ueu,st 15th a very important Conference of the Foreig 
r.anisters of all Arieri an countries will convene in Rio de 
Jenera. I have rece ved a circ ar from the Lati Ar rican 
Denartuent of the ncy in v hi ch I rur being sked to take 
care of the matter and to in uence the ,dni ster of Foreign 
Affairs of Argentina to put on the ~ nda of the said 
Conference ti1e Palestine question in order to try to achieve 
a resolution favourable for us in vie of the auproa.c . ing 

ssion of the • n te J. at ions eneral .A.a e. bly. ,.y opinion 
1s th.at such a step only, is not sufficient and it would be 
desirable t _1at somebody of influence should be resent in 
io de Jenera uring the Foreign I.:inisters 1 Conference in 

order to be able to influence the seseton accordingly. 

I su.o· st Dr. Le02 ardo Firis, representative of tl .. e 
gen tine Cor. :!i ttee on Palest ne,who hc;.s been of consi erable 

a sista.nce to s wi1en the Government of Argentina S<"ued 
er inst ions to its representat veto t e Tnited ·c tions 
e ssion in ~ in rew Y rk. Dr . Firi s has good connect· ons 

wi t:b Aranha, former Foreign '.ini "ter of Brazil, who will play 
an iaportant part in the forthcoming Fore t;n !inisters• 

onference in io. 

Dr. Firis agreed to go to Rio to try his bet for our cruse. 
The trip 1. ight cost us $400-f o. The question is now, ho is 
going to decide it and who will cover the expenses. 

(b) At the same time I received a mi ographed circular fro . the 
Latin Al erican Depart Lent of the " 6ency in :, ew York inforruin 
that t Worl Cor:md ttee on Pal stine proposes to conv n 



- .. 

- 2 -

a Conference of representatives of the o.. it tees on P 1 tine 
of t . e .eric n continent to Bo go t or to ~exico , prior to 
the United 1 tions ession in Septe~;iber . 

ne idea of such a Conference is a very iuporta t one but 
I 'oubt it very muc. he t her it will be po ssible to arrange 
a Conference like this on yon t ~ basis of circular lettet 
invi t tions ; cornily, the aue tion of expenses rer:1ains to be 
solved. I t .. ink that t e "'ency t riould decide quic w at 
to do i t ·11s res ect . 'Y su.ggest·on is that sue a o fercnce 
t ce place 1 Buenos Aire for many reason& and pa.rtic 1 1 
becau e of t } e i .lportance of Argentina & ong the Re1 ublics of 
Latin erica. 11 he said a ove fe quire a clear and fat 
dec·s1on on your part. I a sk you t.ere~ore to · ive ·e the 
necessar 1 i n truc tions or t ere liz a t ~on of the above 

I ho. e t hat you will give t.e natters e consider ntion 
and I am awaiting your reply or t e reply of the erson or 
institution which is supuosed to handle it. - ;..; 

I thank you in anticipation and ror::iain , 

Respectfu y -ours , 

Dr. • .ibashan. 

• 
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Rabbi Abba H. Silver 
Zionist Emergency Council 
342 Madison Avenue 
New York, N. Y. 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

WASHINGTON, D.C. OPPlCE 

INVESTMENT :BUILDING 

TELEPHONE DISTRICT 6688 

CABLE ADDRESS 

POREIGNLAW, NEW YORK 

Perhaps there is some value in comments on your speech 

b~fore the Committee on Palestine from an old Zionist, an inter­

ested by-stander, far removed from the daily grind of the 

political work and from party and personal maneuvering, the con­

comitants of every political movement. 

In my considered opinion your speech will rank with the 

very best of Nordau's, and that, to my mind, means with the very 

best speeches of modern Jewish statesmen. It will go down in 

modern Jewish history perhaps as the most important political 

utterance because of the crucial moment at which it was ma.de 

and the cha.in of events which it will soon set in motion. 

These events, I am rather confident, will lead to a short-term 

improvement of the Jewish situation. Whether they will lead to 

or delay the long-term solution of the Jewish problem which is 

the goal of the Zionist movement as affirmed by you in your 

comments on the 12th recommendation in Chapter V of the Report -

that, in my opinion, will depend on the type of Jewish state the 

Jews will be able to establish; and that again will depend to a 

great extent on the action which will now be taken by the Jewish 
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leaders. In that action will lie the supreme test of Jewish 

statesmanship. 

-----------------
Now to the special parts of your speech: 

After yowpraise of the Assembly for appointing the 

UNSCOP and of the UNSCOP for its labors, you were confronted 

with the difficult task to convince the Committee of the falsity 

of the Arab statement of facts concerning the his to,ry of Pales­

tine, the effect of Jewish immigration on the economic conditions 

of Palestine Arabs and the manner of Jewish resistance, as com­

pared to that of the Arab. I think you made the most out of 

British statements on that subject, particularly the excellent 

Peel Report, excellent except for its recommendations. Pre­

judiced as I am, though probably less prejudiced than a Jew 

in the midst of the fight, I nevertheless feel justified in think­

ing that your statements will have convinced most of the Committee 

members and the public who can still be convinced at all. I was 

particularly struck by your sentence: "The very identity of 

Palestine as a unit of human society is an achievement of Jew-

ish history." That thought - I believe - is the key to the 

defense against the rather strong Arab case on historical 

grounds. But the Jewish case is strongest on grounds other than 

historical. If the Jews had stressed those grounds more during 

the last decade, we might not have been maneuvered into the end­

less arguments on historical grounds, on which our position is 

weak. 

I now come to your attack on Creech-Jones' statement. 



Frankly, I had interpreted that statement as a relatively clear-

.cut answer, belatedly given, that the United Kingdom would abide 

by the Assembly's decisions, except that she reserved her de­

cision on her active cooperation in their implementation, and, 

in case of non-cooperation, would "plan for an early withdrawal 

of British forces and of the British administration from Palestine." 

As the Jews are far better organized than the Arabs to take over 

the functions of a sovem.gn state, and for other reasons, I 

thought it advantageous to have the British withdraw "early", 

particularly considering that the Jewish people of Palestine 

can - to use your words - "provide without delay the necessary 

effectives to maintain public security." The more I was im-

pressed by your attack on the British statement. For, justified 

or not, your attack, coupled with your subsequent denunciation 

of British policy in disavowing the re commendations of its own 

investigat~ry bodies, creates an atmosphere in which it will be 

much more difficult for the British to put a monkey-wrench into 

the implementation of the Assembly's decisions. ___________ ... __ _ 

-I am now coming to the ma.in part of your speech, your 

analysis of the I»- rtition proposal. 

I know you have vigorously fought those Jewish leaders 

who, though quite ready to criticize others for breach of dis­

cipline, advocated partition, contrary to the instructions of 

their highest authority, the Congress. You based your crit­

icism of these leaders on tactical grounds - rightly. Whether 

and, if so, to what extent you were opposed to partition on its 



merits, I do not know. That part of your speech which is di­

rected against the injustice of partition is, indeed, very strong. 

But, of course, the sting is taken out of this attack on the re­

port by your subsequent acquiescence to partition in principle. 

I do not say this in criticism of your speech and of the position 

of the Jewish Agency. After Nachum Goldman's express advocacy 

of partition in behalf of the Agency and Ben Gurion's subsequent 

approval - though with an interesting modification as to the 

temporary administration of the non-Jewish territory, the 

official statements of the Agency before the UNSCOP, demanding 

a Jewish state in the whole of Palestine, could be considered 

by the Committee only as a recommendation purely for consumption 

by the Jewish people, but not as a proposal for serious consid­

eration by the Committee. This impression was strengthened by 

two incidents: First, Weizmn advocated before the Committee 

partition; and, though he spoke in no official capacity, his position 

due to his merits for and his devotion to the Jewish people, is 

such that, whenever he speaks, he must be considered as speaking 

for the Jewish people in the sense that anybody can speak for a 

people. secondly, Ben Gurion was asked by the Committee in 

Jerusalem for details as to the manner in which the Jewish state 

could be organized in the whole of Palestine as proposed by the 

Agency; and the New York Times of July 8 reports as to the answer 

as followsa 

"The Agency's chairman conceded that he and his 
colleagues had not yet worked out the scheme in 
detail. Some delegates persisted in seeking 
further explanations, although with little success." 

Under the circumstances, I cannot see how any member of the 
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UNSCOP could possibly have voted for a Jewish state in the whole 

of Palestine. The Agency's statement that they had not worked 

out "the scheme in detail", was paramount to a confession that 

they did not know how to implement their proposal. No respon­

sible statesman would seriously advocate policies without know­

ing that they can be implemented. It follows that the Committee 

must have believed that the Agency had made its proposal purely 

for tactical or Jewish domestic purposes, but actually was in 

favor of partition, as advocated by members of the Agency prior 

to the hearings and, before the Committee itself, by Weizman. 

Thus, it seems to me that the Committee's advocacy of partition 

represents a complete approval of the real Jewish demands, as 

understood by the Committee. If the Agency had made a proposal 

for a Jewish state in the whole of Palestine with details for 

its implementation and thus impressed t he Committee that, despite 

statements to the contrary, it was sincere in making the proposal, 

the UNSCOP might have accepted also this plan. At least it would 

not have brushed the plan aside summarily as it did (#3, Chapter 

v). Thus, even if rejected, the official Agency plan could still 

have been made a sound basis for argument before the U.N. But 

it is idle to speculate. The plan was not seriously proposed. 

And, thus, in my opinion, all you could do was, what you did, 

to accept the recommendation of partition in principle and to 

discuss the merits of its terms. 

In~ opinion, you have stated forcefully and clearly 

the main principle on which partition can, if at all, be executed: 

"The Jewish state must have in its own hands those 
instruments of financing and economic control that 
are necessary to carry out large-scale Jewish 
immigration and the related economic development." 

' 
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Which of the present terms of the majority- report must be 

changed to apply- the principle stated by- you? What chance of 

acceptance by the U.N. is there? And, what should be done, if the 

present terms of the Report or even worse terms are accepted? 

You have referred to the main t er.ma which require change. 

I fully agree. I also believe that the tentative, conciliatory 

form in which you couched these requests was appropriate at this 

time and under the present circumstances. But I do believe that 

a concerted effort must be made to discuss widely the application 

of the principle of partition, as stated by you, in concrete terms 

to create a favorable world opinion for our position. Ne have 

the facilities, but they renain almost unused. 

To my mind, it is rather amazing that even within the 

Jewish organizations reports about the Report are such as to give 

the impression th.at the majority proposal contemplates two separ­

ate full-fledged states. Actually, under that plan, neither of 

the so-called states will be sovereign as to some of the most 

important functions of a state, nor will the whole be sovereign. 

You approve of an economic union as proposed by the Report. 

I suppose you could take no other position. But we are not con­

cerned with the general principles of economic union - a conception 

which as theory has general appeal - but with the concrete plan of 

the Report concerning economic union - a plan under which customs, 

currency and communications, including transportation, .will be 

joint and regulated in practice by outsiders, representatives of 

the United Nat iona; a plan under which the great irrigation and 

other economic schemes, necessary to prepare the country for the 

new immigration, will require the consent of the Arab and in some 
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cases other adjoining states; a plan under which, as you put it, 

"a. large subsidy" will have to be paid by the Jewish to the Arab 

State. 

All this and other detrimental features of the partition 

plan have been soft-pedalled in its discussion in the New Pales­

tine and other Jewish publications known to me. Unfortunately, 

when the partition issue was first raised by the Jewish leaders, 

nobody went to the trouble of stating whether they would be 

willing to have the little_ finger cut off or whether they would 

concede to have the head severed. And, certainly, nobody came 

forth with concrete proposals for the political structure of the 

Jewish State, its constitution, its judicial system; its social 

and cultural functions; its financial system; its treatment of 

the Arab population, etc.; nobody came forth with concrete pro­

posals for the economic development of the country in general 

and in particular with respect to the new immigration, the great 

irrigation, forestation, and general soil conservation plans, 

land reform, the budgetary problems and the financing of these 

schemes with special consideration of Jewish reparation claims, 

etc. Ifs omebody evolved those plans, he kept them secret from 

the general public; he did not dare to have them tested in the 

market place. What wonder, if the statesmen of the world and 

the public are not ready to accept our general proposals and 

our concrete proposals whenever they will be worked out? What 

wonder too that the centrifugal forces are now breaking up and 

will increasingly break up the astounding unity that bad been 

achieved; that Jewish groups, consisting of highly valuable 

elements, separate from the main body; and that the inner-Jewish 
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history of the Second Destruction of the Temple repeats 1tself1 

It is time that these problems be brought into the open. 

It is time that the diploma.tic attack be taken over by the Jews 

and positive plans be submitted. It is time to show - in defense -

that under the plan of the Report a customs system would be per­

petuated which 1s or has been highly detrimental to the develop-

ment of the Jewish, not the Arab economy; that the customs are 

almost exclusively paid by the Jews; that therefore the Jews, who 

own only about 5-10% of the land in both states, will - according 

to the figures in the report - pay about 77% of the entire budget 

of the Arab state in addition tot heir own; and that, despite all 

this - the Committee is only worried about the "viability" of the 

Arab but not of the Jewish state. 

I do not propose to discuss here these and other points. 

I only wish to point outs 

1. If the terms of the Report on partition are accepted by 

the Jews and implemented, as proposed, we are selling our birth­

right for a mess of pottage. Under those conditions, though we 

may bring into Palestine a few hundred thousand Jews, their stay 

may become only temporary and the Jewish state that will be 

created, will be a caricature of the state, as conceived by Herzl, 

Achad Ha-Am and those who are not just "humanitarian Zionists" -

unless the Jews renege on the treaty and create a 11 fait accompli." 

That, however, means bloodshed, civil and other wars. 

2. We still have a chance to accomplish the dream of millions 

of Jews, but only if we give up the policy of letting the Gentiles 

make proposals and then criticising them. 

plans and show their workability. 

We must rmke the detailed -



For the importance of such preparation of the Jewish 6ase 

I would refer you to #4 of Chapter V of the Report: 

"The committee devoted its attention to the bi­
national state and cantonal proposals. It cons id­
ered both, but the members who may have been pre-
ared to consider these pro osals in rinci le 

were not mpresse y e wor z o e er. 
It was apparent that the bi-national solution, 
though attractive in some of its aspects, would 
have little meaning unless provision were mde 
for numerical or political parity between the two 
population groups, as provided for in the proposal 
of Dr. Magnes. This, however, would re~uire the 
inacfiuration of complicated· mechanicalevices 
whlc are patently artificial and of dubious 
practicality." (underlining my own) 

Of course, I have haver been able to find a proposal for 

a bi-national state which would explain the "mechanical devices" 

it would require; and I too have been opposed to a bi-national 

state, aside from other reasons, on the ground that it would 

not work. 

Perhaps this reaction of the Committee to a proposal 

which was "attractive 11 in principle may be convincing that more 

is demanded from Jewish leadership than the advocacy of certain 

principles. We have come to the state where "brass-tack" is 

required. On the one hand, the best principles will not be 

acceptable without a concrete, step-by-step plan; on the other 

hand, almost any principle will be acceptable, if accompanied 

by a plan which the Assembly believes will "work". 

I believe that the offical Agency proposal, as imde -

sincerely or not, is workable. But . the burden of proof is on -
us; it cannot be sustained, if "the scheme has not been worked 
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out in detail", as admitted by Ben-Gurion. As no scheme appears 

to have been worked out as yet, how do you want the Committee 

on Palestine and the Assembly to proceed? Whatever your pro­

cedural plans are, without a detailed, practical plan for the 

Jewish State, valuable, perhaps vital time will be lost, b eoause 

new committees will be formed, experts appointed, hearings held, 

etc. be~ore any action will be taken. 

And time 1s against us. 

Sincerely yours, 

r 
I 

FM:HF 
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A11i1tant General Manager 

The Anglo-Palestine lank Ltd., Tel-Aviv 

I 

Mr. A:H. Silver, 
Jewish Agency for Palestine, 
16 East 66th Street, 
NEW YORK. 

Dear Dr. Silver, 

Tel-Avtv, November, 1947. 

I was unfortunate in not having had an opportunity 

of talking to you at length while I was in the States. 

Since my return I have become very much absorbed 

by current events. 

I am enclosing a political note of mine which I 

trust you may find interesting. 

. .. 
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America in the Near East. 

(Excerpt from an analysis of Americats place in the 

post-war world) 

,,I In the foregoing I have attempted to show how it came 

abbut that the United States had an active foreign policy 

forced upon them, for reasons inherent entirely in the econom­

ic conditions and in home politics, and independent of con­

stellations of power abroad; how it happened that the United 

States today must keep running a production machine which 

cannot be eufficiently employed unless two outlets are found 

for its goods which in the past were almost unknown there: 

war economy and exports. Both are fields whose occupation 

meant building up political fronts abroad instead of concen~-rat, .. 

ing all activities upon internal .American affairs, a feature 

\.4hich had marked United States history throughout, even after 

the first World War • . I have endeavoured to explain why the 

policy called the Truman-Marshall Plan exactly answers the 

internal needs of the United States; that a programme of 

this kind would have had to be invented even if, accidentally 

and coincidentally, developments in other parts of the globe 

had not supplied imperative, or at least plausible, reasons 

tor drawing up this Plan. Without further enquiry into the 

whys and wherefores we may accept, for the purposesof the 

following analysis, the fact that the United States are today 

pursuing an active foreign policy on a world-wide scale and, 

as an ~ntegral part, a }ft;ar ·East policy. 
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I may save myself a description of the manner in which 

the United States has been tackling the problens of world 

poliCY: while still new at the game,. Without previous exper-

'ience the United States were abruptly placed in the pos'ition 

of helmsman of human destiny, with Russia for an only partner. 

Hence, terrible, potentially fatal, errors of judgment could 

not be avoided. We Qennot make out yet whether the Greek 

venture was more than falling into trap engineered by the 

British, who wanted to manoeuvre America into the line of the 

Russian fire so as to disengage themselves. 

But rather than with the whole of Neer Eastern politics 

these notes shall be concerned with a more limited section of 

it, namely Arabian politics. 

It so happ-en~4' that the substance -of American policy in 

' Arabia is much more clearly definedt for~ in Arabia, this 

policy remains largely unaffected by present conditions at 

home which are driving the United .States into foreign activ-

ities as earlier outlined; and it is1 to a degree, free 

from the anti-Russian complex which is answerable for so great 

a part of American politics elsewhere in the Near East. Anti­

Russian tendencies do of course cast their shadow in Arabia 

as well, but essentially American policy there spells OIL, 

with Russia only as an accompanying factor~ 

It is self-evident that oil policy, too, is working in 

opposition to Russia. But what is le~s recognizable is that 

at the same time oil policy is directed against Britain. 

While in Greece America's replacing Britain illight still appear 

as a step to strengthen an exhausted partner without any wi.sh 

to oust him or succeed to his inheritance ., in Arabia no '.)ne 

1e led to think of Amer~cen and British interests as parallel. 
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The clash is so str~ng that it will eventually drown out all 

other sounds. E,en today, over Palestine. a joint front 

against Britain is being shovm by America and Russiae I shall 

try to demonstrate that it is not Zionism wnich is shifting 

the scene so strangely but merely the anti-British orientation 

common to both the great powers. True that we are still far 

from returning to the position in Rooseve~t's day, when the 

United States firmly believed in their role as architect of 

the post-war world together with Russia~ by way of mediating 

in the conflicts between the latter and BritainG The United 

States have been mano~uvred out of the position of arbiter 

chiefly by Bevin, and it will take very long to restore them 

to this place. But in Arabia, for one, the first step has 

been taken - unexpectedly, it is true, and prompted by common 

negatien rather than by joint aims; 

surprise of the parties themselves. 

and, indeed, to the 

* * 
* 

America is no newcomer to the Near Easto When the German 
• 

and Turkish estate after the first World War was divided up, 

/fhe United States received a part in Mosul. Since then., 

America has had a share in all oil interests in Iraq and 

Iran: these interests were apportioned to the United States, 

France and Britain, but Britain tock the leade She ·had been 

late in recognizing the importance of oil~ 
()., 

As producer of 0oal 

in abundance she had balked at carrying o~Jt t .he necessary 

adaptatien and, as a matter of fact, had entered the first 

World War with a navy still largely run on coal. During the 

very war, conv~rsion to oil had to be effected, and at its 

close Britain f-0\Ul.d herself the ewner of rich ~oal resources 
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which had lost much of their former value :, tt:t without any oil 

reserves of her own. The first decade of reace saw Britain 

feverishly seeking oil concessions, but by t hen the world had 

already been carved up. Mosul, which by a ·v:rong Bri.tish 

estimate had been conceded to France as late as 1916, under 

the Sykes-Picot treaty, became the most co7 sted prizeo A 

great deal of manoeuvering and the use 0f questionable means 

were called for in order to secure France ~s waiver of the 

Mosul title; later, Clemenceau and Pichou. were to main·~ain 

that Britain had misguided them. Even so~ the renunciation 

of Mosul did not mean that France had gi-v-en up her share in 
. 

the Mosul oil, and Britain therefore kept one. struggle to 

increase her own proportion in these reso1...:~·ces : at the expense 
• of a weakened France, but a strong .America .. T.i.1is oil war ' jfas 

cortdudted underground and in disguise, but it was bitter none 

the less. In the 'twenties it was to out~ard appearances 

terminated by an oil peace in which Bri ta ~. n obtained the 

desired preponderance in Mosul, at the cos t o~ South American 

rights whose loss invested Mosul with eve :_ mc~:-e central im­

portance for Britain. 

Since then, peace has apparently prevailed in the Iraq­

Iran region circumscribed by the so-called Red Linee It \s 

nearly the only oil reserve on which Bri ta :~.n 1r.ay rely o Saudi 

Arabia does not fall within this zone and 1eit.her Britain no:c 

France had any concessions there. When in the ?thirties the 

United States secured their first concessi ,:, ns this was a 

sensation for the world and a very bad kr.ook for Britaine 

In Saudi Arabia America was on her own, ,,.-i·jhot:t the fetters 

er mutual considerations: here was a way :: r.. ·:t·hich she could 

upset the equilibrium so laboriously won ::.n the Red Line Areao 

When it further became evident that · the Arabian concession 

covered undreamt-of quantities of oil produced at exception-
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ally low cost, enabling the United States to undersell any 

other producer and the Iraq-Iran oil in particular, it was 

brought home to Britain that the results of her long up-hill 

fight had been vitiated, that she was headed for a debacle 

with unpredictable consequences for the future of the Empire. 

Britain had tried hard to secure those concessions for 

herself and one may presume that she was fully aware of the 

magnitude of her danger. But British relations with Ibn Saud 

were not without their strains. Her Arab policy for many 

years had centred on Iraq, until then Arabia's major oil pro­

ducer. However, Britain could effectively rule in Iraq only 

if in the feud between the Hussein-Feisal-Abdullah clans, the 

vassals enthroned by Britain herself, and Ibn Saud, she identi­

fied herself with the former and took up their part: Despite 

the unscrupulous cunning of the British agents who, as during 

the war, pitched the Husseinis against Ibn Saud and at the same 

time played the latter against the former~ despite ~heir 

continued methods of double dealing after the war, Britain 

could no longer conciliate Ibn Saud. While he ~ould never 

in all these years attain to any military importance, Ibn Saud 

yet succeeded invariably in matching cleverness against 

cunning. He met the British agent until the granting of the 

concession seemed a certainty; and when in this comforting 

belief the agent went on leave the first newspaper he saw 

informed him that the concession had been given to the United 

States, whose political record in Arabia was clean, whose case 

was supremely well supported with the argument Ibn Saud has 

always listened to most intently; unlimited 1ash resources. 
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As soon as America hat staked her claim in Saudi Arabia, 

her clean record in Arabian politics was ~ound to 5uffer. 

She had to identify herself with the specific interests of this 

part of Arabia, to align herself with Saudi Arabia in the 

inter-Arab camp and to take up Ibn Saud's quarrel which was 
\ 

with Abdullah, . that is to say with the same Hussein-Feisal 

clan that formed the mainstay of Britain's own Near East 

policy. This group, with British consent and leadership, · 

was striving to seize the initiative in the Arab peninsula in 

accordance with a plan which has since become known as the 

Greater Syria programme. Automatically, Ibn Saud's policy 

turned ~nti-British, without any hindrance on America's part: 

on the contrary, , since America now had oil interests of her 

own to attend to in competition against Britain, she was ~e 

to make use of Saudi Arabia as a political base and of Ibn Saud 

as an instrument and a means of camouflage . .. 

The .3econd Vvorld War retarded the process of separation 

into hostile camps as both the United States and - Britain 

sought to treat all Arabs uniformly in a manner likely to 

prevent their defection .. But since the end of the recent 

war the splitting-up process is again under way, in part 

visibly and in part underground and screened from the average 

observer's view. 

During the second World War Britain finally succeeded 

in completing the manoeuvre initiated during the first War: 

France had to 1Ni thdraw from the Near East. From the day when 

the Sykes-Picot treaty ceded to France not only Syria 1 includ­

ing the greater part of Palestine, but :Mosul as well .,· until. 

the day when under British pressure she had to relinquish 

the Syrian Mandate, prematurely and unconditionally, there 

elapsed a long period of British attempts to prevent the 

enforcement of the treaty. To restrain France from occupying 
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Syria, the British "discovered" Hussein and his sons in the 

Hedjas, desert Arabs remote from a Syria which after all had 

a measure of urban culture~ Aided by the intrigues of Law-

rence Britain evoked and pressed the claims of these Arabs on 

Syria and presented to an astonished peace conference Feisal 

as P-~etender. At the same time she shook France -'s claim on • 

Palestine by producing the Zionists. She argued Clemenceau 

into leaving Mosul in the manner characterized above. The 

system as a whole was in~enious; only in Feisal, the British 

had drawn a blank since he could not maintain himself in 

Damascus and fled, together with his aide, when the French 

brought in their first machine gun. By way of compensation 

Britain put Feisal on the throne of Iraq, against the wish 

of the populace; 

Mufti of Jerusalem. 

his aide., Amin Husseini, was made Grand 

France continued in her occupation of a Syria reduced 

in size until the second World War when Britain was able to 

cause the. evacuation of this,, France's last, Arab territory ? 

Br,itain expected liberated Syria to turn to her in gratitude~ 

While she was barred from making claims of her own, Britain 

saw a possibility, nonetheless, of making Tran3jordan - where 

Feisal's brother Abdullah had been made King - the foundation 

of a Greater Syrian bloc., to inclttJe Transjordan, Iraq, Syria 

and the Lebanon, as well as so much of Palestine as could be 

taken away from the Jews •. The formation of such a bloc 

assumed a special importance under the aspect of events in 

Saudi Arabia: one may assume that Britain has not yet 

resigned herself to inactivity vis-A-vis the menace to her 

oil reserves seen in that quarte:-.. 

/ 
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Too much is involved for Britain to rest her hand. A 

strong Greater Syria led by Abdullah might one day, perhaps 

after the death of Ibn Saud, revive the old feud with Saudi 

Arabia. Its British-trained, armed and officered forces 

might occupy territory, including that of the oil concessiono 

There is hardly a doubt that America has recognized the 

danger of these manoeuverings. She first attempted to lay 

her pipeline not through territory controlled by Britain but 

across the desert to Egypt. The plan was dropped but this 

ought not to signify a sacrifice of her threatened interestso 

The dollar has been waging a hidden war in recent years in the 

Near East: what are possible traces may be seen wherever 

Arab opposition arose against Britain and where troubles 

broke out. The success may be measured by the results: Saudi 

Arabia is nothing less than isolated. A bloc has been built 

up including Egypt, Saudi Arabia, Syria, the elements allied 

to the Mufti of Jerusalem in general and the Palestine Hussei­

nis in particular. This group is fighting Abdullah's Greate~ 

Syria tooth and nail. It has pushed Abdullah into the defens­

ive, and Britain too, and is preparing for new attacks. 

One of these is Ibn Saud's claim for restitution of the 

strip of territory which in 1924 Britain took away from him 

without further ado because it separates Transjordan from Iraq. 

Only by its seizure was Britain able to link up th'e two 

countries, at the same time pushing a bar between Saudi Arabi.a 

and the regions of the Medi terrane·an coast. Ibn Saud's 

present claim is not founded on his wish to add more square 

miles of waste to his own deserts but because he wants to 

achieve three important ends: a wedge will be driven between 

Iraq and Transjordan, direct contact will be obtained with 

I 
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Syria~ and a corridor will be provided where an American pipe­

line may be laid without passing through British-controlled 

territory. Little wonder that Ibn Saud is only now pushing 

his claim: in America he has found an ally even more inter-

ested than himself. In essence this may be believed a 

camouflaged American demand rather than one of Ibn Saud. 

The second offensive is in the writer~~_tlnion connected 

with the plan to partition Palestine. This plan, as distinct 

from a11· its precursors, provides for a partition whereby Arab 

Palestine will not be handed to Abdullah but to the Palestine 

Arab Higher Committee composed of Abdullah's opponents. 

_Should partition in this form be carried through, Eastern 

Palestine would form the last link in the cbain encircling 

Abdullah?s Transjordan. Eastern Palestine would ally itself 

with Syria, Egypt and Ibn Saud against Abdullah, and all British 

plans would come to an end. This reason, and none other, is 

probably at the bottom of Britain's violent opposition against 

partition-: among all the proposed partition schemes Britain 

can accept only one strengthening Abdullah instead .of weakening 

h~. Conversely, the partition would undoubtedly have met 

with less sympathy on America's part had it been likely to 

strengthen Abdullah - and what goes for America certainly goes 

for Russia, whose relations with Britain pr0mise support for 

any policy directed against. the latter. As for Abdullah, 

Russia regards him suspiciously because he i. s still cqmmitted 

to a poli.cy strinng at the formation of an anti-Russian bloc 

led by Turkey and, obviouslr, inspired by 3~itain. 
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How m~7 one find one's bearings in this whirlpool of 

intrigue and conflicting interests? All hopes must centre 

on the idea that sooner or later the Near ~ast as a whole must 

be made the subject of an international oil agreement. But 

this will take long and many possibilities and combinations will 

crop up until then. Of the latter, one seems the least likely 

at present: it is difficult to suppose that Britain may once 

more unite all Arabs under her leadership~ What on the other 

hand are the chances of Arab unity under . anti-::.:i:; i tish guidance? 

The possibility exis~s, although it presupposes that Abdullah 

will either be eliminated or that he will des~rt into the 

dollar camp. This will mean great political sacrifices for 

him, but for one, these may in this par·::; of the globe be large­

ly counterbalanced by money; and, moreover, America may con­

ceivably entrust to an allied Abdull ah a leading role which he 

cannot fill while still an instrument of Britain at a time when 

British polfcy runs counter to that of the United States .. 

Once Abdullah joins the American side he stands a better chance 

ot inheriting Eastern Palestine which his opponents now deny 

him; in such a constellation he might become the much-needed 

key figure for partition and conciliation between Jews and 

Arabs. 

For the tim~ being, Britain is seen on the retreat. It 

would be childish to assume that she will evacuate Arabia 

altogether. She keeps Transjordan as a basis, If Britain 

talks of chaotic evacuation she is thinking of a withdrawal 

coinciding with the occupation of Eastern Palestine by Abdulla's 

troops,at present already stationed there; bc~0re the other 

Arabs can move. Britain probably regrets today that she did 

not carry out the partition at a time when it would have been 

possible thereby to help Abdullah in the de sired consolidation 
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of his position while simultaneously securing Jewish 

cooperation. Antisemitism makes for short-sightedness 

and unintelligent policy: philosemitism gave Britain the 

Palestine Mandate. .Anti-Jewish feeling is today clouding 

Britain's view·: she i~ about to lose not only the Mandate 

but her preponderant position in the Near East; in a region, 

that is, where BritainYs only oil reserves are situated. 

\ 

, 



LETTERS PROM THE lROlf 12 
by 

Harold llansoD 

(The intoraaation chief of the American Zionist Eaergency Council ie now on 
leave of ~bsence in P•lestine to 1et the story behind the headlines. llr. Lnson'a 
~rticles ~re ·distributed by the OVeraea.s lews Asency. The following excerpts 
fro■ his lettera to friends in the U.S. portray various ~spects of life in the 
Yismiv not cenerally covered in press dispatch••• They -re printed here with 

tt;he author's peraission.) 

PILGJULGE TO JERUSALBII 

Jerus~le■, Ja.nuar,;YZ 181 1948 -. .Ii@ almlla,dexatbau■f -.fm: ro~d between 
!el-Aviv and Jettusalem is about 40 ■ilea long. It is the aain ~rtery of 
tr~nspor-tation in Eretz Israel, connecting the country's two major centers 
and providing ~ccesa tq and fro■ a large nuaber of saaller c011munities. 
le traT.elled that road tocht.y -- and it waa an UD:!orgettable experience. 

Dr. Silver, Mrs. Silva· and I were scheduled to leave at 6 A. ■. in the 
Jewish Asency's rz 1f1J araored car, but at dawn I was phoned by a Haganah 
officer ~nd told that the ■aohine is under rep&ir and that we aust wait 
until toaorrow, at which time we would go with B.-G. !hare waa ~ brief 
consultation aaonget the three of us, · and tkie propos~l ori11n&lly put forw~rd 
by ars. s. prevailed• la■ely, we would not wait, but would go on the P.gged 
~raored bus which is convoyed back .md forth daily. 

Much to the aetoniehllent of all present at the bus depot, the "Silver party" 
hllk was checked into the vehicle which was to be home and protector for the 
next five hours. le were joined by Goldie Ml,ereon, who seeas to tue this 
hasardous journey fairly regularly, and proceeded to aci.ke ourselves ~e 
co■fortable iie poeaible on the bucket eeate. Also present were a lorwegia.n 
~nd a French correspondent, sensibly dreaaed in wartiae field unifom, a 
few Jewiah Agency tCll•ltl J offic~als and, achrop achron chavix. ~ saw.ll . . 
111111i~ group of yo\lDB ■en and a cirl, who were "acooapanyinc" us. Just 
before we shoved off the picture was coapleteda three of the parents of the 
35 killed at liar Ezion were led in and given eeate in the rear ot the bus • . 
11111qx11Xl I shall neYer forcet those tllree tac••• especially the woaan'•• 
The grie a nation was ~•re~ 4llli ~rtlire'ak . V&vell 4 -1th ue to Jerun.l•• 

I>i4 1 rninc pi. aention 80 convoy to ,. • or~~\) . 
saive • Maaaaiaa:nams plies ar110red -etrencth 

1 ae tell 7ou wbat 
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it'e really like under the• "neutral" Palestine Administration of Hie 
ll&Jest7' s Governaent~adinc the convo·, · is an ope~ truck a carryiDB a 
all nuaber of incredibly brave lads who are prepared to risij their lives 

dail7 in order to keep the road open. lhy an open tn1ck, and why not an • 
araored car or a tank? Well, you see, the lritieh who are, of couree, wholly 
altruistic in the present sit~tion, believe that aras or armor on Jewish 
convoys w1uiLi only serve to "provtke" Arab attacks, and the~ are tilerefore 

· forbidden.So those boys in the firet tnlck must expose themselves to attack 
fro■~ direction, not to aention the fact that their vehicle is the one 
blown up if *••r■nz■1xxa■■>• there show. be l~nd mines on the road.But you 
should ~lao know that these boys fi~t for the privilege of ridiDB on the 
first car. God, what a peoplel 

' If your te■pera.ture'e risinct control yourself for I've only begun. 
In order to aake certain t•t our Arab cousins. are not JJIIYUIII.J "provoked" 

I • . 
into attac~iDC th• convoy, -the British try to llca.ke certain that all "provoc-tive• 
aaterial i 's naoved. They,:t,herefore; ■aka it cleu that no person in the 
bus or ~ ) the open ca~s prptectin& 1 t is pera1.tte4 to carry aras1 ~nd to drive 
this po~t hoae, they ~top the convoy fro■ t1se to time for an .uias-aearch. 
lhile f!Y often triak ~he 1!8n, they are not perai~ted to search woaen, and 
that explains the pres-,noe o:t the girls in the open cars. (It's~ little g~e 

f • 

tbat •• play with eac~ ot~ar.) 'those kids are f~tastic -- sweet little th1n&s 
• .who rate in any •• ■1.· •n1• .aray. ', 

. I 

••••• .. • .. t■xatx~ It/ ,the goo~ people of CleY•l~no.,1 Ohio could only m;.ve 
seen their Dlli:tz~to~1.yr! As we were nearing Ia~, one of the lads in our 
bus reached into 4 bu~:lap u.ok he bad broqht : ab()&rd 'with hill ( the kind one 

I ,, . 
associates wi'th/,dead otii.ckene) an.d hurriedly reaov-.4 its contents -- for 
our little ~6~ woUld\ shortly have a •neutral~ gues ~~ . 91.lick ~B \ 111. fl&ah, our 
&..bbi'a wite )reache~ o••r ·tor various iteas tbat bad be~n tilen~ut of tbe 

' ,~ . \ 

a&ck · and,t~ b,nt~~ii aoncbalance,tucked tho ....... , ~ 
0
-;-,- ■1tQa■a;atat•-."'"•a••a.x~■ua .. t1;11T111ll 

mx•1,1&, •••~- -~a ~~-d a cer.ta&in ■eab•r . of the ~•wish ~~ncx
1 
:2tive, 

I know . ( ~ Dr~ ,11ver 'w!l
1
.t forgive me _for s~yin& • tlui.~~ ••~&t ~trun~ 

I :t~l in 
I 

oY:e w:Lth htk j~di~e. • < • ,. • 1 
• 

1
. { • . 

~ ODY07 was tt.'1 ~leste·d, el ther at Lati~-wi or thhupout the naain4er 
ot the ,·tn;. '18 arrf'ect i• ·.reN11alaa ~ bit Weary. '. ~¥~ auc~ wiser ae :to the tact's 
ot lit, 1all!l.bat11f to.♦.,~f, Aa ~• ·got ott 'the bufi.,_ · H _ sho~k _hi-.DdaJ with the . 
three ■o\lrDiere. Dr. 811~· ~ tried to BaiLJ soae'thina ollforting, but his voioe 

! I ' • • ' . 
r J r 

.I nce41~ 
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• •tt&cked and badly shot up. Three were killed and eight wounded. 
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Nl:W YOIIK 17. N. Y. 

Dr. A.H. Silftr 
Hotel CCIDIIIOdore 
East 42nd St. 
Hew York City 

Dear Dr. Silvers 

MUIIIIAY HILL 3 -2997 

February 6, 1948 

I am enclosing copy ot a letter from Mr. Marrer, our 
correspondent in Palestine. This is one of the matters 
I am anxious to talk to you about. 

jcs iesso 
enc. 

9 
S1/!cere).y yours, 

• ~"-,L--

Jacob Landau 
v,, 
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PRIVATE AND CONFIDENTIAL 

EXTRACTS 

Jan.25,1948 

Dear Vic: 

Th.is is a request to be taken off the Palestine-Middle East 
assigrnnent and to be transferred perhaps to Greece (where. neither the 
New York Post nor ONA seems to have anyone, or to some other place in 
Europe. 9or more than a week I have hesitated to write this letter, but 
I have cone to the conclusion that it must be written. 

Ht reason for this is the arrival here of 1anson in the dual 
capacity of accredited ONA correspondent and Publicity Director (whehher 
past or prosent d6esn 1t make much difference) of the American Zionist 
Emergency ounc 11. .1. have met ?!lanson, he is a nl ce chap, and on a personal 
basis I ha,;-e nothil1€; against him. But I don I t think you realize, Vic, 
how personal courtesies of this sort to your friends have compro:rnised 
the status of CUA in covering the Palestine s tory,pa~t ond present. 

Uanson I s double status here definitely compromises ny ovm 
position as an independent newspaper reporter. I · cannot continue here 
as the correspondent of an agency WQi.ch n increasingly is regarded 
as a cover fo1; Zloni'st organizations. Working conditions have become 
none too easy. My Arab connections are slim enough as it is;the 
.Manson development snaps them altogether. Manson is intimately 
li~ed with the merica.n Zionist eroup,at the same time he is an 
acoredited ONA correspondent;automatically,in the minds·or everyone I 
have to·deal withl that classifies ·ne,ONA correspondent, as also a 
Zionist./ -- and don't want that. That is why I am requesting a 
transfer. • 

Vic,I 1m sorry. I regret the idea of leaving this story now --
I feel I 1 ve beon going·good at it. But unner the circumstances'! don•t 
see mat else I can do. Knowing you,I feel you will understand, Believe 
me,I value ny association with ONA,and I ho~e this thing can be 
straiehtened out. 
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Tl-IE NATIONAL JEWISH DAILY 

183 EAST BROADWAY, N&:W YORK 2 
TELEPHONE: ORCHARD 4-3300 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
American Section Jewish Agency 
16 East 66th Street 
New York 21, N.Y. 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

June 2, 1948. 

"The Jewish Day" will issue a special supplement in 
English on the occasion or the Annual Convention or the 
Zionist Organization of America to be held in Pittsburgh 
on July 2--5, 1948. I have been requested to help prepare 
the supplement. 

I intend to have a number or leaders of the Zionist 
Organization of America express their opinions on the a­
chievements of American Zionism in the last few years, as 
well as on the issues now racing the Zionist Organization 
of America. I cannot imagine such a symposium ot autho­
ritative Zionist opinion without your participation. 

May I therefore ask you to be good enough to send me 
your statement on the Zionist Organization or America, its 
contribution to the Jewish victory as you see it, as well as 
the problems that lie ahead. 

You can suit yourself as to the length ot the statement, 
which, however, should not exceed 1200 words. I would also 
ask you to see to it that it reaches me not later than June 
15th. 

With many thanks and with Zionist gr I am 

Sine 

SM;h 
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The ear ince t e last Zioni Co vention has be none of mo nen al r ggle 

an achievement . It wil be n bere among t e ·reat year n Jewis his or . 

en e 1st met in Jul 1947 . the Uni ed ati~ns S eqial Cocmittee on ale -

ine a. not yet resented 1 ts report and recomme dation to t e United l ations . 

wo months were to ela se efore that re ort w made 1 c. Two mo~e mont were 

to elap e be ore he recommendation of that re ort for these tin u of two ind -

enden sates in Pale t ne iit in economic ion wer to cc te y t e 

ations . 

merica.~ Zio is s were faced • th t e res o ili Y of mar'' a li. s ort 

for that~J:~pecially as far a the ni ed States was concerned, It was 

realized t1at the position of the rican o ernmen would ro~e de isive a.t the 

nited tions , ut ever since t e Special Assemb y of the ni ed ations t 

ues ion of ale tine was referr to it by rea ritain , t e n ted State ha 

given no ndi tion w at oe er a tow at its o ition .oul be , at sol t :,n it 

vored, ad what it ,ould be re ared to do n :n le en solu io . t m i -

n h s o ition eve a ter the reoo~t w· s - u lie. n 11 lmo. t P very 

eve f ovember 29th , e •ere not en irely ure s to h ther our overnroent o d 

o e fr the a.rtition reso ution and woul use its i h other del egations 

to t t e d. rican Zioni ts h d to org ize u lie o· inion - bo h Jewi hand non-

Jewish - to activize our over ent towar s deci ivc act 

hi w s ccom lis ed . 

• 

But it was not long before the unreconciled o ponents of a Jewish state l:u Pma.11 

t1:rw1t in government circles began o reassert them elves after their defeat in 

ovemb r , A conspiracy wa ~ ;o sc ttle the r ition plan a.nd force a new 

solution . Tis con piracy, backe a owerful oi l lob yin ·ah ngton , by rit sh 

pressure , b ro- Arab mi ionary grou ' a s earheaded by Forrestal and Henderson , 
~ matured in arch of is ar and succee ed 1 bringing bot a ee-,1e,~ reversal in 
~ 

t . o itio 0 t. e m ric n go ernment . 0 r gov rn ent demanded uspension o~ all 



" I 

work b· t e Un i ted ? a i on in t. e im lement tion of 
~:¢.. 

~ ecia l' semfiy of t e nited at o s o com i e a new 

r ition n t c voki 

oluti 

of ~ 

n er-

tional trustees or alestine . 

This wa st blow to our ca·se . 

new action~ e and defeat t s ce d ciou cons iracy and t h em t 

to i 0 a t us t ee hi 0 lestine . ich woul ave i 1 i ely ost o e the 

est blishment of t. e J w· sh s a e. It cal e or her ic m as or r ewed 

C n o !' e UCci.t 0n n the or aniz tion of eric u C 0 i i • 

T is was accom lis ed. 

he it e e clear t t the ru tees 1 ro o 1 0 our government wou d r 

ceive scants pport in the ni ed ans , even as it fa led of su ~ort in 'Iler can 

u ic ODinion. t. e nited es delega on re orte o ano ~er -.iif!oe~'et' 

~ te ost o em . t oft e e~ta lishmen oft~ J w s t e. T. s wa 

to ieree ~ 
a ro os for 

truce~ ic time the J 8w1s 
I" . 

~ 
&let ad@ fl! nit e eople of ale e wo _d 

to roceed wit he establis.ment oft .eir in en e t s ate . h re was no comm -

ment ~ to t ti ... e n e d on t et rm ti n o t ~ 

our own f llow-r ue • I ·a cs ry t c-~ io the er c o ... , a 'ell 

Zio i s , so e o. w ose le er wer ~ to al into t e tra / agai st t~ s 

al a le m euver . 

T 1 s as accom lis.e . 

e~ e cle r at t 
/'-. 

ruce ro· o al w ,11 not c rr , t t e truste -

hip ro osal was ead, d t.at t e J wish eo le of al st ne o ... d llft May l"th, 
Cl.A. 

oon ... the term nation of t e ritish roe e to roe aim t esta lis en 
~ 

~ to of the Jewi h ta e , t .. ~ em ine one im or ant bet .. en - to rude 

" 
upon it e t a 11 

t he Chief Executive oft e nite States o recogni ze 

his wo ld ~ emen ous e n • 

the J wis 

co r "' men 

t t 

t,. 

imme i tely 

n w stat • 

·1ot d enormo ly stre e is po ition , d would e courage t er co tri to o 

likewise. • new chapt r would bo 1.11h•••• :hr 'isr 1uoa a II foi..t ,uagall1"3.:ill .-
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In t'he period imme iately receding May 14th, while the fruitless e'bates on truce 

and trusteeship were dragging a t~9iP '•'ilo eoara e at the Assem ly oft Uni ed 

ations , a remendous activi y was carried on to enlist leader of eric~ u lie 

o inion and friends and supporters everywhere to rsuade the Preside o t e United 

States of the wisdom . cow• ;; and sta esmansh po such a st • 

This• too • was accompli s_.ed. 
{»r.l.,~~ J, 
~ the fu ur - r,MY i icult tasks lie ahead for American Zioni t . Te ro-

clamation oft e Jewish sta e w· s a signal or t e ra League to launc its attac· 

up n Israel . The spearhead o this attack is Great Britain' s stooge , dul ah. c.nd is 

British- led, BritishTtrained. ritish- commanded, British-financed rab Legion. Thr U#l 

the Arab Legion , reat Bri n has been waging war o the state of Israel . Through t e 

rab Legion , reat Br ain bombar ed an desecrated the Holy City of Jerusalem, des-
..,,. 

troyed the Jewish quarter within the old city, killed 400~wou.n e 2,000 more , and 

attem ted to starve the Jewish o ulati~n o. t e new c ty of Jerusal min o surre d r 

by blocking the life-line from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem along w ch convoy of foo must 
~~/~ 

go . Great :Sri tain , through the Arab Legio , exterminat d he ~ men, women, and chil-

While Great Br tain has proposed a truce in Palestine w ich is 
~ 

dren in Kfar Etzion. 

now in operation, it 

not relented. There 

has not abandoned tile war against the state of Israel . Bevin as 

should be no i llusion on ~ core . The at temp will yet b ade 

Great Britain to force a cantonization scheme on Palestine, or if that is no os­

sible , to force the state of Israel to surrender the ege a perhap ot. r sec ions 

of Israel . The eriod of the truce, which may be prolonied after th !ration of the 

four weeks, wil l be used by Great Bri tain to pressure for,.,the_Js,in~ of a sol ution which 
'f'A., ~ -~ 

she has always w ted in Palestj.n~ - a pro-Ar bA so ution. Great Br itai.._2 will ruake 
I\ ~ W~ ... ._f • 

every ef fo r t i n Washington to have our government ) ½.. np i#ie ••• t•e,eee.1 in a new_ 

1relf&§W They wil fin the same ready ears and will in hearts i he State Department 
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ttr eo1labo1""te •.ltll t~cem now as in 1 e pa.nt . 

we ~a ha ·n the st t x o e n 

e ha h~ve much to do 

n:. e·v r t 

theft c 

efen • I -

rel gin t di mom erm nt . e mu~t r.ot rel in an 

brou .1.t us ~ s be i l ac .i ve ents in t e st . 

of our ac ivitie w.ich ave 

new ot· te of Israeli 

stil i d er . T e nite tb.•e till £."main t e e o ntr I. i h . b 1 s 

it· and te t ge, can roteict it a ai st tte _d ng 
w.~~ 

rs whi .. hre en it . e■pe-

cia againsttshameful an outrageous Mi T lfZ :O of .fr . BeVl n. 

Th unea y tr ce may tern1 • nate in renewal o~ hostili ie . Th state f Is 

must be tror.g to deien t elf. eri an Zioni s m s. b r .. e to . gi V • tl e f 

st n:.e u e of su..,port • es ec all conomic and finar1c al SU po t . nab t .e n 

bo r. state o carr on he costl ~ tr g e r "vi al . tr ro tilitie be 

renewed. . we u t call u on o•;. gove n ent to e ise the etil:a Oil the shipm of 

am tote .. t t of Israel~~citizens of tr nited St teE must be mad re 

el 

-
,_ 

to send what ver ai l:e to ~ 11hi .l has re ogn·zed by our ·ove:rh-C" 'abJ-i- ner-: st,t een 

ment d w ich .eighbo n tate , ir.. ·er·anc of th Unite· .1:7 t·ons , av con pi 

o e troy. 

Th Zioni~t movenent wil befo c ver • ong reorient and reorganize it el in 
--r;--1",!~c..:~. 

view of the r di al new eit"-8.tion which has-~d. The olitical ol:>ject ve . hav-

i been achieved, our move~ent out ide of 
I 

d act vi ties/ largel 

large-scale i ig tion 

of an 

nto 

e onomic natu 

Israel an~e 

ment of the state in order to absorb the mas 

o~ ii!.e new Jewish 

Zionist movemen •. J It i 

here :ilt other 

cl ar that the Jews 

alestine;w·11 take over ttoEe func ion 

f which wil e ~ to rovi e for 

raid in u t ial an agric 

s of our eople who will 

tural deve~ 
7o ,o ~ 

eek tt.el!t'l'ea 1 

im ortant activitiAs 

outside of Pales ine 

for the reor anized 

\A,-. ad\ dictate the character of t.e ocial , political . or c norn 

concern of th citizens of that stat 

C st 

will no• wish to ~ 

cture of the new tate 
.. ~"'-1 

hich ~ the The Zionis arties outside 

of Pae tine will hav to rec lllli'er ether th i ~ rty inee and ideologie ar any 

long r w rranted now that the e 1 h tat ha been e tablished . and it 

~ ble democratic lly to det rmine their own kind of society. 

i tize 



ADOLF C. ROBISON 
434 FIFTY-SECOND STREET 

WEST NEW YORK, NEW JERSEY 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
Jewish Agency for Palestine 
16 East 66 Street 
New York, N. Y. 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

July 28, 1948 

I am enclosing a copy of telegram 

sent to you today on behalf of Mr. Sonneborn and 

myself which I hope will finally clarify our current 

misunderstanding. 

ACR:T 
Enc. 

Sincerely yours, 



~ 
Clidrge to the account oJ 

.I ~ OF SERVICE DESIRED \.. 1206 CHECK ' DOMESTIC CABLE 

TELEGRAM ORDINARY 

DAY URGENT 
LETTER RATE WESTERN ACCOUNTING INFORMATION 

SERIAL DEFERRED 

UNION OVERNIGHT NIGHT 
TELEGRAM LETTER 

SP£CIAL SHIP 
S(RVICE RADIOGRAM 

,...,,,... lbould cbeck c1- of ...i.. TIME FILED 
__,.i; "'"-- u.. ...__. will ... 

i-iu.du•Wloaram• A, N. WILLIAMS NEWCOMB CARLTON J, C. WILLEVEA , 
Gl'lllmrycallllpa& . PRESIDENT CHAIRMAN 0~ TH&: BOARD ~IRST VICll:•P'RIEBIOENT 

&,,J ti,, /o/lOIJlinl teleg,am. ,ujcd to the tenn, on 6a~ hereof. u,1,tcl, a,e he,el,g agreed lo 
WANT A REPLY! . 

July 28, 1948 "Altawer by WESTERN UMIO...-

. Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
Jewish Agency for Palestine 
16 Bast 66 Street 
New York 01 ty 

or almHar phrases may be 
Included without charge. 

On behalf of Material for Palestine empbatioally disavow connection 

with any other organization including AraePic~s United for Israel. 
' . 

Material for Palestine sole ~rganlzatio~ specifically designated by 

the State or Israel to r4ceive gifts from Zionist and other bodies 

aa well as from individuals of materials for use by Z'va Haganah. 

- This is our only sphere of activity • 
• . .. Rudolf G. Sonneborn 

Adolf Robison 
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This II a full-rate 

SYMIOLS 

DL•O.,...._ WESTER 
Telepam or Cable- I 

C unlea Its de- UNION [35) •••• 
erred chanau ls In--

NL• .... ..._ 

dlcacied by a 111ltable 
~l"'above or pre-

LC•DlfllwllCllila 

'iMJ1Dc the addNllo 
NLT•C.W.Nilllic.,__ 

.JOeK~H L. KG.AN • 
~IIS-IDSNT 

..... t .,_ " 

ma an dq letc.w la STANDARD TJMB at polat ol orfcln. Time of TIie 8linc time abown ID tbe date 11M OD ce1esra d NOllpt II STANDARD THO at poba& cf dlllblatloll • 

CL47r LOMG PD=_B NE\~! YORi< NY 2 635P= 

·DR ABBA HILL~L SILVER= 
. .,, 

1C)~ fttf~ ~ "1 7- :7. I 

.. THE TEJPLE EUCLID A VF= , _ 
1 5 , ,. \ 

Otl B_ HALF OF 1MT RI AL FOR P ALF.ST I IE ~ P HAT I CALLY DI SAVO\V 

:> COl!NECTIO l WITH AH OTHER ORGANIZATlft! INCLUDING AMERICANS 

UNITED FOR ISRAEL STOP 1,~ATERIAL FOR f_ALESTIN IS SOL 

ORGANIZATIOfl SPEC FICALLY DESIGflATED/\TO COORDINATE TH 

- COIHRIBUTlotS OF ION i111LITARY JALRIA\.SFOR Z'VA HAGANAH 

FROM ZIONIST AND OTHER BODIES AND FR01.4 l i!DIVIDUALS STOP 

THIS IS OUR Of!LY SPHERE OF ACTIVITY STOP LI ATERIAL FOR 
, 

PALESTINE IS UNDER THE DIRECTION OF A GROUP CONSISTING 

OF MrnBERS OF PRINCIPAL ZIONIST BODIES IN THE UNITED 

STATES= 
RUDOLF SONNEBORN SAJUEL CHERR CHARLES GUTV/1 RTH 

ROBERT L AGUilOFF ADOLF ROBISON= • 

~~, 2)Dff 

r/-J/1 g' 
:Z I VA= 

. . 

TIIII OOIIPA.NY. 1VILL APl'WIATII St7QGSSTIONS noll rl'I PATIIONS OONC9Blfflf0 na mvacm 
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,I Cl,lSS OF SERVICE DESIRED '-
DOMESTIC CABLE WESTERN"·' 

CHECK 

TELEGRAM ORDINARY $ 
CAY URGENT 

LETTER RATE ACCOUNTING INFORMATION 

SERIAL DEFERRED 

UNI ON s 
NIGHT NIGHT 

LETTtR LETTER 

Patron• ahould check c1 ... of oerviee TIME FILED 
dl&irod ; o\herwi,.. the meuaco will lie f tnn1milled aa a ~l~ifam or A. N . WILLIAMS 

ordinary cablqum. PRESIDENT 

Send lhe following telegram, ,ubject lo the ferma on back hereof, which are hereby agreed to 
__________ 19_ 

To. ____________________________ _ 

Care of or Apt. No. ________ _ 

Street and No, __________ _______ _ 

P~U----------------------------------

OF MATERIALS FOR PALESTINE TO CONFER WITH YOU ON FUTURE sTE¢'Ps STOP IN THE ~NTIME I 
/ 

WOULD APPRECIATE IF YOU WOULD EXTEND EVERY COURTESY TO THE COMMITTEE WHICH WAS RECENTLY 

APPOINTED BY THE JEWISH AGENCY TO SURVEY THE \'ORK OF MATERIAIS FOR PALESTINE AND REPORT 
BACK TO IT FOR ITS GUIDANCE STOP I WISH YOU EVERY SUCCESS IN YOUR IMPORTANT WORK. 

Sender'$ name and addru$ 
(For ,c/eNncc on/g) 

ABBA HTJJiEL SILVER, CHAIRMAN 

AMERICAN SECTION 

JEWISH AGENCY 

Sender'$ telephone 
num6er 
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I CLASS OF SERVICE DESIRED \.. 

WESTERN"·· CHECK DOMESTIC CABLE 

TElEGRAM ORDINARY $ 
DAY URGENT 

LETTER RATE ACCOUNTING INFORMATION 

SERIAL DEFERRED UNI ON s 
NIGHT NIGHT 

LETTER LETTER 

Patrons ahould check clua of aervice TIME FILED 
delired; olherwise the meua;e will be f 

t.ransm1Hed u 11 teleeram or A. N . WILLIAMS 
ordin:..ry cabltgnm. PRESIDENT 

Send the folloUJinl telegram, ,ubject lo the term, on baclr, hereof, which are hc1eb11 a1reed to 

AUGUST 3, i9h8 /9_ 
To RUDQTF SQN11EBORN, SAMUEL CHERR, CHARTES GUTWTRTR, ROBERT LA.GUNOFF, ADOLF ROBISON 

Ca,e of o, Apt. No. __ =MA=T=E=R-=I=AL=S--'F=-O=R.c...-::IAL:::-=E=S=T=I=N=-E ______________________ _ 

Street and No. ____ 2--"-$_0_WE_ S_T~ $~7_ STREEr ______________________ _____ _ 

Place NEW YDBK, NEW YOH( 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR TELEGM.1 OF AUGUST 2. I WAS PLEASED TO HEAR FID • YOU OFFICIALLY THAT 

MATERTATS FOR PALESTINE EMPHATICALLY DISAVOWS CONNECTION YITTH ANY OTHER OB GANTZ AT JON IN­

CLUDING AMERICANS UNITED FOR ISRAEL AND THAT YOUR ONLY SPHERE OF ACTIVITY IS THAT DESIG-

NATED BY THE JEWISH AGENCY TO COORDINATE THE CONTRIBUTI ONS OF NON-MILITARY MATERIALS FOR 

Z •V.A. HAG.AN.Ii EROI( ZIONIST AND :uEOU OTHER BODIES AND FltOM INDIVIDUALS STOP I SHAJ,I, BE 

PLEASED TO CONVEY THIS INFORMATION TO THE ZIONIST BODIES IN THE UNITED STATES l0®7 STOP 

UPON THE RETURN OF THE HEADS OF THE ORGANIZATIONS FRrn.: ISRAEL I SHAT.I. CONVOKE A IEETING 

OF THE EDCUTIVE COHlUl'TEE WHICH WAS ORGANIZED BY THE .JEWISH AGENCY TO FIX THE POLICIES 
Sender's name and addre3s Sender's telephone 

(For reference only) number 
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