
 
Abba Hillel Silver Collection Digitization Project 
Featuring collections from the Western Reserve Historical Society and 

The Jacob Rader Marcus Center of the American Jewish Archives 

 
 
  

Western Reserve Historical Society                 American Jewish Archives 
10825 East Boulevard, Cleveland, Ohio 44106 3101 Clifton Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220 
(216) 721-5722                                                 (513) 487-3000 
wrhs.org                                                         AmericanJewishArchives.org 

 
MS-4787: Abba Hillel Silver Papers, 1902-1989. 

Series I: General Correspondence, 1914-1969, undated. 
Sub-series A: Alphabetical, 1914-1965, undated. 

 
 

 
 
 

Reel     Box         Folder  
         36           13           882 
 
 

Jewish Agency, minutes, American Section of Executive of 
Jewish Agency for Palestine, 1947-1949. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL NO. 1 

MifVTSS OF ¥.~STING 

Al~S~ICA}T SSCTI01'T OF T1f~ EXECUTIVE JF THE 

JEWISH AG:1-rcy FOR PALESTt~TE 

January 2C, 1947 

The first meeting of the American Section of the Executive of 
the Jewish Agency for Palestine, following the Basle Congress, was 
held on Jan~ary 20, 194?, at 10:00 A.M., at the office of the Jewish 
Agency for ~alestine, 16 East 66th Street, r ew lork City, 

PnESE1'TT 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver (presiding), ~oshe Shertok, Rabbi Wolf 
Gold, ~haim Greenberg, Mrs. Samuel Halprin. 

'E:lia.hu ~pstein, Arthur Lourie, Gottlieb Hammer (1 a.ter). 

POLITICAL ~~PO~TS 

Mr. Shertok reported on the conversation he A.nd !~r. Eliahu 
Epstein had had with lnder-Secretary of State Dean Acheson and Mr. 
~ilkins of the PRlestine Desk of the ~ear East Divisio~ on the 
previous ~ednesday (reuort on file). He reoorted further on a sub-
sequent conversation with ~r. Loy nenders0n (report on file). • 

Dr. Silver then said thAt on his return from 3asle, he hRd 
seen both the 3ritish r1mb~.ssador ar;d i1r. Syrnes. ne ha.d emphasized 
th~t the ~esolution of the 3asle Congress was not simpli a categori
cal n~gative to ~ttendance at the Gonference. It did mean thRt we 
would not o~.rticiuAte in oreeent circumstances b"1t if conditions 
were to chPnge we would reconsider the matter. It was uo to the 
3rit ish J.overnment to bring a.bout the kind of chR.nge in the si tua-
t ion which might permit 11s to go. Such 8 . chR.nge might bi=> by way of 
e worrt or by way of Rn RCt. Thus, if thP ~overnment would indicRte 
its rea~iness to acceryt the Agency vroposRl for R viable Jewish 
StRtP, that would crePte a new situation. Alternatively a new situa
tion would arise if the dovernment ~ere to start moving t~e -100,000. 
ThAt would ea.se the tension in Palestine and would indicate thR.t 
Britain is ready to C)nsider a new approach to the whole problem. 
30th nr. 3yrnes and the 3ritish AmbAssa.dor had sho~1n their interest 
in the second suggestion, and ~r. Silver had thereafter received a 
letter from .l'.lr. 3yrnes, da.ted vPnuary -=' , in which he stated th~t he 
had asker!. the Ambassador to Rdvise Mr. 3evin that he (Mr. Byrnes) 
e~rnestly hoped that something could be done along the lines of 
the second sug~estion in order to mAke it possible for reoresenta
tives of the vewish Agency to ~ttend the Conference . 

.... 
1vhen ~r. Silver saw Lora Inverchapel, t-he latter had also 

spoken to him about a oublic statement against terrorism. Dr. 
Silver h~d referred the Amba.ssRdor to the 3esolut1ons adopted by 
the Zionist ~ongress on resistance and terror, resoectively. He 
added that he would be happy to draw public attention to the posi
tion ta.ken by Congress Rnd to mRke a plea thRt these acts of desrer
ation cease in order to enable the new ~xecutive to work out some 



• 

• - 2 

peaceful solution. This he had done Rt the meeting at Manhattan 
Center thPt night. At the sRme time Dr. Silver hPd pointed out to 
.uora. Invercha.pel thA.t it wa.s time for the 3ritish J.overnment to do 
eomething positive tow~rds an improvement in the situation. 

~r. Shertok reported on ot~er talks which he hRd had, including 
~ further conversation with th~ 3ritish Ambassador. The Ambassador 
considers himself a Zionist of old stRnding and expressed his plea-
s 1 re at l~arning th4t there was renewed contact between us and the 
Colonial uffice: he st=1.id thAt he we.s pinning his hopes on our getting 
together with t ~e ~overnment in hammering out some settlement. 
Appa.rently, in t8lking R.bout a concrete solution, whAt he had in 
mind was an agreement between the ~ews and the British. The Ambas
sAdor had referred to his conversation with Dr. Silver and in~icated 
why, althou~h unable to accept his first suggestion, he hAd t Pken 
action on nis second one. The ~mbassador told hr. Shertok, further, 
that he he.d ha.d a telephone call fr ·Jm i'1r.• Byrnes, who ha.cl. asked him 
to tell .L"~r. 3evin of the import~nce he attached to that suggestion. 
He told .1.•ir. 3yrnes th~t he had r1lready followed up the mAtter . 
.word ~nverchapel had then sought to c 1:nvince 1-;r_ Shertok of two 
things: firAt, th0 t the 3ritis ~ ~overnmPnt was reRl l y seriously and 
gen 11 inely -orepared to relinquish Pe.leet ine - the ~rhole matt er hPd 
become A burning issue with them on PCcount of the ch~nge in the 
i.nter11al militarv RituAtion. So long as Britain hAd A. professional 
ar:ny to rely on things were differ,:,nt~ solniers knew wh~t they ~•1ere 
in for, and if occRsionRlly soldiPr~ were ~illed it was p~rt of 
their job. The situRtion was very different where there was com
-oulsor·r recruitment of young boys from the towns A.nd villages of 
Britain AgAinst their ow~ will Pnd thAt of their families. Ir such 
boys were killed, there was wide resentment in homes Rll over the 
country. In thAt state of circumstances a reoort that the 3ritish 
3-overnment ~ras getting out of .t'c9lestir.e would be greeted with a 
sigh of relief throughout Britain. The Ambassador Dressed very hard 
thAt it WA.S essenti~l in the Zionist interest to mePt Rnd to talk 
·with the 3ritish and not to give up the historic. pR.rtnership. rte 
had also, in his talk with ~'ir. Shertok, oressed the imDortance of 
the l nited St Ates admitting a very substRntial quota of Jewish refu
gees into this country because that would strengthen Bevin's hands 
vis-a-vis the Arabs. It would Rlso strengthen the position of the 
American ,~overnment in its oressure uoon the 3rltish. On this . . 
m8.tter, 1•1r. Shertok tw.d indicated thr-it he was hArdly in a. position 
to be of help. 

Referring again to his c onversation wit h Dean ~cheson, ~r. 
Shertok sald ~hRt he had been rather ta.~en aback by Mr. Acheson's 
decidedly reserved attitude. rie offered nothing and the conversa
tion was, in fp.ct, a barren one. As ap9eared from the conversation 
that ~r. Shertok had subsequently hRd with Mr. nenderson, Ar. Acheson 
had himself appRrently felt thPt he hAd gone too far Rnd it was 
presumably on instructions that Kr. Henderson had proceeded to 
soften the impression of thf previous conversation~ 

In talking to one of our friends in \ashington, Mr. Shertok had 
been advised thRt the merit of the conversation with i••r. Acheson was 
that, in el~ ,robability, ~r. Acheson wanted ts not to be under any 
misapprehension. For the moment, following the conversations which 
1{r. 3yrnes h.Pd had with J:ir. 3evin, tJ1e St~tP Department felt that 
it was not called uQon to take further action. 
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Mr. Shertok also referred to a previouQ conversation which 
hr. ~ostein had h~d with ~r. Loy rienderson. Mr. ~enderson had 
indic~_ted trw.t if the American Go,rernment sent an informal observer 
to the tR.lks which would take -qlAce between GovernmPnt representa
tives and oursetves, the_y would ha.ve to send a formR.l observer to 
the Anglo-Arab vonference. 

The Lhairman indicated tha.t on the bA.sis of the existing infor
mation it was to be assumed that for ttie time being no American 
observer would be appointed. 

In answer to a question, Mr. Shertok sa.id that so far as the 
3ritish ~overnment was concerned, appArently the informal conversa
tions with the representatives of the ~ewish Agency were intended 
to go into the merits of the case and were not to be regarded merely 
as 8 preliminary stage. He added thRt the British 1.:rovernment was 
apparently concerned as to what might h~onen in the interval be
tween the conclusion of the talks and the next Assembly of the 
United fations which was due to meet in September. · 

The vhairman reoorted on a. cable which he hR.d received from 
• Dr. i''eumAnn, who was at oresent in London, which contPined the 

following: 

"MY INQ,UIHIES A~:V CCNVERSATIOrS I1'r LOYD) J\1 TO DATE I!'-1 DICATE 
VIRTUALLY WO BASIS FJ:l TH~ CO~tCLrSION TH.AT THE GOVERf\TlJi:SNT 
HAS CRYSTALLIZED VI?wS IN FAVOR JF ~)ARTITIO~T A~TD WILL PRO
POSE 0~ FAVOR IT Dl: ~I~ G TH'S FO:qTHCJl~Ir; G C'.'t,,TFERSNCE. STILL 
R~GAnD SYNCH:101\:IZATIO!'J OF OLTR T_~LKS •,,; ITH CO!'-lF'SR-:-~lCE MOST 
U1'1FORTU!'-,.AT~ AYJ U1'1DESI~ABLE. 11 

Mr. Shertok_said th~t when he was in London the other members 
of the Executive had Also rwd jn mina the undesirPbility of hAving 
our tAlks take place at the same time as the start of the Conference, 
but 1vJ.r. Ben-Gurion' s presence was essential R.t those tRlks R.nd it 
was simply physically impossible for him to be bRCk earlier. On 
the other hand, there was R certain a.mount of risk involved in put
ting off our talks until After the Conference with the Arabs had 
concluded, lest something should crystR.llize in those talks without 
our hA.v ing had an opportunity to counteract such a development. 

Dr. Silver said that on January 12 he had ca.bled both to London 
and Jerusalem on this subject. His c;:ible to Mr. 3en-Gurion rea.d a.s 
follows: 

"THE PRESS H~RS CA~RI~S T:-fS :{SPO~T I JEWS MAY JOI1'T PALESTI!'-iE 
TALKS I A~,.D THAT 1 ~HEAT B~ITA 1:1\T WILL ACT AS GO-BETWEDT FOR 
ARABS .A!'-.7D J~WISH GROUPS ILSETING SEPARATELY 3rT SIMULTAI\"20USLY 
It--T LONDON. DESPIT!: JEWIS:-f BOYCOTT OF c----rFErtE}.TCE 3RITAI!--T WILL 
CARRY BACK A~D FORTH JEWISH A~D ARAB PROPOSALS. 1 THIS SVGGESTS 
THAT AGENCY IS GOING TO CONFERENCE THROrGH BACK DOOR. THIS 
AS YOU KNOw WAS CLEArtLY roT THE INTSNTION OF TH~ -CONGRESS 
RESOLtTION. INFOni~AL DI SCUSSI01'rS WE~E TO PAVE TH~ WAY IN 
TH~ HOPE OF 03TAINING CONCESSIOfS WHICH WOVLD CHANGE TH~ SITU-
ATIO~: AND P:~MIT US TO .~TTE~,.D C·.~f'.TFER°~i--TCE. TH:S: ~1EW ARRAt'GE-
l-1E~~T IS P'SRFECT FACE-SAVI~TG DEVIC'S FOR TH~ GOVER~TME~TT A:r,.~D 
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DEFEAT FO~ rs. STRO~: GLY l13G'S TH.AT IJ'.TFORHAL TALKS T'! ITH 
THOSS · OF QT_, ~ PEOPL ~ ~vHO AR'S I J\r 10~:DOl\r 3E CAttRTED OJ\" A'! O~CE 
OR SHOl1LD 3~ POST ·'ONSD t:~~TIL AFT£R .A RAB-BRTTI SH COf\1FERE!--lCE. 
PL-SASE c - nrEY THIS }~BSSAGE TO OTH'-::R ~-"B!4BERS OF THE SXECPTIVE. 
~"SGA~DS" 

To which Dr. Silv-er hA.d the following reoly from Mr. 3en-Gurion 
on t l-i 0 15th: 

"YOr ~ CABLE WAS R~AD AT THS FIRST EXtCl1TtV'S :~~ETI~1G TODAY. 
l~ SMBERS H~n~ SHA~S YJU~ " I S~\· THAT TALKS BS CARRIED o~r AT 
ONCE BT T ~TOT OWLY BY LOr Do~r ~-1~!'13ERS. PU~POSE OF THE TALKS 
!',TOT TO e.~VE WAY FO:t o~ -R : ~RTICIP ➔TIO~i AT TH':: CO}!~SR~!-cs, 
3U 'T ~o B~Ii'--G A30UT CHA YG: I~i P!1'SS~!'-iT SITttATIO!--'r A";D ELrCIDATE 
GOVEqNl,fS:KT' S I !\-TS~:TIOr-r REGA~DI!tG Fl1TU~E POLICY. AS GOVERt-.r-
M "::f\iT JO"SS 1 roT SES THEIR WA ( TO CHA ·yGE POLICY 3EFORE C _.· !-,lFEREi\rCE 
l~HICH IS SCHEDl:LSD FOR 21 JA!,1UA:ll IT :~ A.Y SAFELY 3S ASSUHED 
TH -iT Ol'rt P.;~TI CIP_.;TIOr-' IS FIYALLY ~UL:SD OUT. IT IS PROPOSED 
TO Sb:1~~-~0K FULL SXECrTI1TE MEETil\"G AFTER CLARIF1Il\.G GOiTER~-HE1'1T 
I YT":: I\·TIO!'-~ FOrt Pl:RPOSE OF DEC IDI~!G OCR ATTITUDE . GrtEETI~TGS. 
&E!'--_;.u_qr or" 

Vr. ~ilver went on to say thft.t he felt thP.t the holding of 
our talks with 3ritain at the same time as those of the so-celled 
London Conference was P mistake. This ~.-oplied a.lso to the publicity 
which was bein?; given these informal t8.lks. \, e hP..ve been having 
infor ma.l talks right along and 1 t was unfortunR.te that world a.tten
tion was c )ncentrated on ·these tAlks as s om ething speciR.l through 
statements issued to the ,ress. The fact was thAt GreAt Britain 
wanted the opportunity to point to the fact that they had met with 
the 1ews and had met with t~e Arabe an~ thRt they themselves were 
the go-between. He felt thf3t we hPd plA.yed into their hA.nds because 
of our impPtience. So fRr as hi~ ovn pRrticiuation was concerned, 
h~ felt, therefore, thRt it ~as a mistake to concentrate all our 
lea0ershio in London and thet it ~,rould be t-riser if some of us were 
not there: The talks should be CArried on with the Deople who are 
in London. If Great Britain rw,s something to tell us they c~n tell 
it to the people who Are in London now. Moreover, it was good for 
GreAt Britain to kno,;,, thPt there are some people · in the Agency who 
a.re svspicious of the \.1hole thing, who do not regard it as an honest 
effort and are not inclined _to go until they know th8t there is a 
change in the British attitude. If something does develop in the 
next few weeks the Americans CP n always go over, but the British 
should not feel that we hAve all fallen ·in line with their purposes 
and plans. Dr. Silver thou; ht th~t we were moving to a great . 
disillhsionment in London Rnd th 0 t wh~t we would get wold be the 
Grady report under a different name and with a different sauce on 
it. 

In connection with thP attitude of the American Government, 
Dr. Silver drew attention to the disquieting 1mpl1cations of recent 
developments in oil politics. 

He did not know whether these talks in London could be called 
off, but he certainly thou~n~ that we ~hould put an end to the 
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stR.tements thA.t were b,.eing dA.ily mA.de to the oress by our oeople . 
We shou~ ~ give the impression (a) thRt we are not going to the 
London l.ionferenc e - no chB.nge hR s tA.ken place; (b} that discuss ions 
have been going on with the 3ri t ish G-overnmi?nt right R.long - they 
are going on now Rnd will continue to go on Rnd there was not~ing 
unusual in this regard. We should underpl~y rather th~n overplay 
these things. 

1"1r. Shertok said tha.t he did not fully sh.a.re the lihpirman' s 
approRCh on the ouestion of the Conference, but he did accept his 
conclusion with regard to tactics now. rte did not shPre his appro~ch 
because he could not completely disregRrd the concrete background 
against ~hich we were placed. Things were moving. If there was 
onP thing which the 3ritish were apparently sincere about it was in 
their desire to get a decision no~ and take it to the United ~ations. 
~twas a question as to whether we could afford to miss a chRnce of 
coming to grips with them before they took it to the United ~atidns. 
An honest effort was being made to act in full accord with the 
Congress rlesolution and to ma,ke our PttendR.nce at the Cor.fPrence de
pendent upon ChPnges in the s ituP.tion: but we co11ld not run pwa.y from 
the o_uestion put by the 3ritish J.overnmPnt as · to lJrhether thPt meant 
thet we were not willing to tRlk with them. At thP sPme time, he 
Rcceot ~~ th~ conclusion thPt we shoul~ not throw Rll our forces into 
th~ front _line in thPse initi~l stAges of ~hRt is taking plRce in 
London. lhus, among others, not only Dr. Silver in AmericA, but Mrs, 
i.•1°yers:in P.nd l~r. Kaplan in Paleetine, should not be brought in at 
this st8ge: but he would like to l~ave herP And be Ahl~ to report 
to their friends in London that if things do tPke a serious turn and 
it is really ~ecessary for all of thPm to be oresent and consult 
together and decide whether they go on, or break off, or wh~t reply 
would be given, then if Dr. Silver is aski?d. to come over he would 
come. There may be a very cruciA.l stA.ge in which +he opinion of 
every colle?gue on the matter would be of thP utmost importance. 

Dr. ~ilver said thPt he would surely wish to come over at · such 
a time and th~t he would be in clos~ touch with them in London 
throughout. -Re reiterated, however, th,.t we must not build ti-iis 
thing up in the eyes of the public, ve\orish Rnd .non-Jewish, · as some
thing special. 

Dr. Silver re~orted that he had been in correspondence with 
Senqtor TAft who had indiceted thPt he exoected to seP General 
warshall Rnd hoped to arrange a meeting with Dr. Silver. be added 

• that he thought it might be useful to hA.ve some imoressive A.Ction 
in the immediate future in Washington, in the SenPte and Congress, 
as for ex~mpl ~ speeches by three or four SenRtors stressing _AmeriCA 1 s 
·responsibility in seeing that there should be a just and proper solu
tion and calling attention to the Resolution adopted by the Congress 
of the tnited States. 

ORGA\·IZATI ~NAL M:.\'IT~RS: Appointment of :Vi rector Rnd Colliptr.oller. 

Mr. Shertok said th" t he was leaving for London early thP.t 
af9ternoon. Moreover, 1-tr. 1'-eumann ~'a.s awAy And l'irs. rt9lorin would 
ha.ve to leave very soon for P.n .c1-ppointment. Under those circum
s"taooes he MOt1ld Lea:ve for disCPs.sion in greater detail a number ar 

! • 
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organizationt-il oroblems which had to be considered until such time 
as they would ail reassemble. ne assumed no changes would be made 
in the meantime. There were certain mRtters which had, however, t~ 
be dealt with immediately. ~~. Meyer Weisgal hRd submitted to the 
Executi~e, in a ·1etter to hr. Shertok, his resignation As Ge~eral 
Secretary of the ~ew York Office of the ~ewish Agency. ~r. bhertok 
paid a wanntribute to •'•r. Weisgal's work in organizing· _the American 
Jffice of the ~ewish ~gency. Aoreover, the fact that the Agency was 
housed in the fine premises which it now o~ned in WRshington and in 
Kew lork was primarily due to Mr. Weisgal's initiative, 

~r. Weisgal's resignation was accepted with regret. 

Upon a motion then moved and seconded, it was resolved that Mr. 
Eliahu Epstein be continued in the position of the Director of the 
Washington 0ffice of the ~ewish Agency and that ~r. Arthur Lourie be 
a opointed Director of the ~ew York Office. 

Mr. na.mm1:-r was then invited to the meeting and his stPtus as 
Comptroller for the American Sect ion of the .~e)rish Agency was con
firmed. tt was pointed out that ~part from his functions as 
f ina.ncial officer of the American Office; · i11r. Hamme~ had been respon
sible directly to the Treasurer of the _Jewish Agency in respect to 
various financial matters other thar. those pertainin5 to the domes
tic act iv it les of the Atnerican Sect ion of t ht?' Agency. :tvt·r. nammer 
eA. id that in regard to the 'Jerus.a.lem tra.nsact ions, i~!r. KaplRn had 
a.lways insisted upon responsibility towRrd the Treasury of the 
Jewish Agency. So fpr as th~ finAnCiPl affairs ·or the American 
Office were concerned, during the existPnce of the Committee of 
Eight he tm.d naturally accepted all decisions takPn by thq.t Commit
tee and he would now likewise hold himself responsible to the 
Anerican Section of t~e Executive in thesP mBt~ers. 

The Che.irm8n said thPt there was really no problem~ .th-:.t what 
the :;:xecutive Committee here would expect ~~rould be the.t they should 
be made awe.re of whA.t was going on. 

Upon P motion offered, it was resolved that the Comptroller and 
any one member of the ~xecutive be empowered to sign checks, at the 
same time that a specific member of the Exicutive be designated who 
shall cristomarily sign together with the Comotroller, other members 
bei,J1g. authorized to sign only when that member is for some reason 
not available. 1.t was proposed th8t Mrs. Halorin be designated as 
the Executive member who would normally sign with the Comptroller. 
Before agreeing to do so, , .. rs. Ha.lpriri indice.ted that she would like 
to discuss the ma.tter with l~r. Hammer. 

PALESTINI FOrNDATION FUND 

At the instancA of ···r. 0 ammer, the following Resolution was 
adopted: 

"The Executive requests the .Palestine Foundation Fund to 
recognize the instructions of the Treasurer of the Jewish 
Agency relPting to transmission of funds and to eipedite 
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the fulf1llment of these instructions . 

"The Executive a·uthorliee the Con!ptroller of the Amer10•l"l ~ 
Section, Mr. ~ottlieb Hamm~r, to c~nvey these inatru.ct1ona 
when received to the Pal e,t\ne Fcrundation Fund and to pro
vide the Palestine .l:4'ounctat1on furtd witl1 certtft•d 00,1es 
thereof." 

WASHINGTON OFFICE 

Mr. Spstein said that for the benefit of our ~ark in ¼ashington 
there ·shoul<l be A. cletfrly estRbl1shed rel~tionship between the repre
sentatives of the Emergency Council 8nCT those of the Agency. He 
gave exa.mples or oaees of 011erlapping R nd also of instA_nces where 
reore~entatione were more !l'itR.bly made by one body ra,th~r .thA.n the 
other. 

The Chairman said thA.t the whole que~tion of the relAtionship 
of thP ~mergency Council and th ~ Agency would hAve to be defined 
and could be defined without much difficulty. There would be times 
when ffi~tters would arise c0ncernlng which the ~gPncy alone should 
speak. There w0 re other matters on which thP Emergency l>ouncil 
would be the appropriate instrument. It mi~ht be desirable in the 
near future ror representatives of the Agency and of the Emergency 
Council, respectively, to meet together and to talk over these 
problems. 

Mr. Greenberg suggested thRt while he did not anticipate any 
friction or misunderstanding in the fut ure, it might be useful for 
the ti~e being to advise the staff of the Em ergency Council th~t 
whenever the necessity arose to approach governmental circles, it 
should be cleared with the staff or with the Lha.irmAn of the Ameri
can Section of the Agency. 

The ChairmR.n said tha.t this was a fair approach And th::J.t it 
would be followed. There ha.r,pened to be six members of the World 
Executive living 1n the United StRtes. They would try to act there 
as the functioning arm of the Jewish Agency. There were certain 
things which the Jewish ·-. gency will want to do on the AmericAn scene. 
They would communicate to us· here a.nd we would use our bF?st Judgment 
collectively to see ho,., t '.1ose things could be d.one. 

:~S'E'll:,i tJS OF :SXECe T IVE 

It was A.greed tha.t regula.r meeting days should be set for Mon
dtf morning, at 11 o'clock. 

Mr. Shertok said thAt they would probably hAve to go into 
the question of the direction of the office in Washington and in 
,.\ew fork, but those mR.tters e1houln held over until his return. 

In A.djourning the meeting, at 11:45 A.M., the Chairman stated 
that the Minutes of the Executive would be circul8.ted and emphasized 
that they were to be treated 1n the utmost confidence. 

A.L. 
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H!lWT:ES OF lu2TI: "G 

A!IZ3.ICA1~ S:i:CTIOH OF T!-I~ ~CUTIV:S OF THE 

JZWISH AG:ZlCY FOR ?ALES~IHE 

.. Te.nnary 29, 1947 

A medting of the American Secti ,')n of ~he :i.:;xacutive of the Jewisfl. Are-·.cir·y 
for P:1::.estine Wets held 0:.1 We0r..0~d.ay, Jai11J.ary 2~ , at 11:00 A.H., · at ·:; l: e :, ff' :·ce 
of th9 Jewish Agency for Pale:-stine, 16 :&~.st 66th Street, New York City. 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver (presiding)• Rabbi 1:~olf Gold, Hc1,yin Greenbe:~g, 
l!rs. Sar.mel Hal:pr in. 

Eliahu E1stein, Gottlieb Hammer, Arthur Lourie. 

UZI ZI !A~TJ.; E~STI TUTE 

liinutes of the Jrevious nesting were re~,d P..nd Ft re:_Jort was given on 
Pction ta'.:en with reference to the Weiznann Institute for the release of the · 
sJace at ·Jresent occu:_)ied b:,r it in the ~~ew Yor)~ )renises of the Agenc:·. 

20LITICAL IG?ORT 

; Ir. ::::,)s t e ln re_J ort ed on a telephone conver sation with Lo l'lclor~ 7. I! c or~::.1.'; ~·-

t ion with the conversations with the :British Governr.ient. He stressed che.t it 

wa,s i□JortRnt for us to kee:J the State De)a,rtnent directly inforned of the 
develo ~:ment of the tal' :s in London e.nd that to this end we would be in tr..e 
closest touch with our own ) eo:)le there. At the sar.1e tine, we h8ve t he : .TJ· · 

J r~ssion that the attitude of the State De·:.,artnent at the nor.1ent is, on th-2 
whole, ra.ther static. 1Ir. Acheson hcid indicated that the Anerican Gove:..--::.r.~nt 
hti,d ·Jresented their views to the :British F1nd that for the present t hey a2·e 

not inclined to exert further pressure. 

lir. :]) stein a,lso discnssed the situation on the Hill as a result of th •: 
changes in Congress follo1,,i .:.ng the elections. 

AM:B ACTIVITIJS 

Hr. ~-,)stein stc1ted that there wa.s a growing concentrRtion of Arab a c.t~v .i
ties in "\Jashington and that the Arab grou,s there he,d been reinforced bJ 
re)resentatives of the lforth African ArBbs who have nan;, friends anongst 
Arierica.ns who he.d been in Horth Africa with Jisenhower. 

There was a great need for increasing our counter-activities Pgainst 
Arab :n·opaganda and in this connection Et nan was cor.1ing out fro.r.1 ?e.lestine. to 
Join the Agenct Office in Uashington lho would be able to )rovide necessar? 
r.mterial for the Energency Council and for our jour!l8,list friends in •:1ashi11g
ton and elsewhere. 
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M-. E-,)-S te1n 'r8")0.,.ted en a conve.,..se.t ion ,,rhich he had haa. with 1-h·. A,-thUT' - •• - . - - - . 
Fays Sulzbe:r-ge.,.., at which the.,..e had also been ~'.l"esent Mrs. Anne McCo.,..mick a nd 
the Edito,.. of the Tir.1es, M,.., Cha,..les Me,..z (.,..eJc,..t on file). 

:::oLITICAL "'lE?0RT - C0lTTilruED 

D,... Si1ve,.. indicated \hat-·the questicn of public .,..elations wo.,..k en -the 
Hill vrould be discussea.- ·fu.,..the,.. tha.t afte,..noon a\ the r.1eetint; of the Er.1e,,.
gepcy Council. He- ,..epo,..ted op.- a t~lephone con~e.,..sation he heel had 1,,ri th 
Senat o,.. Taft the ~~.,.evious_ Satu,..day_. D.,.., Silver hao. ex11lained to him the need 
fo.,.. getting int_q touch ,,rith M.,... l~a.,..sh_?..11 as soon as l)ossible, as well as of_ 
obtaining some strong e~9,..ession f,..om the Senate at this time in .,..ega,..d to 
Palestine r.1atte,.-s, M.,.. Taft had unde-rtaken to communicate with the Sec,..cta,.y 
of Sta~e. 

- - . -
_ _ ],.., S_ilve'I"'_ also _.,..efe.,...,.ed to the ve.,.y favo,..able lette,.._ which Senate.,.. 

Vandenberg _had .,,..ittep to M,.., "lyrnes on the ?alestine nituation sor.1etime 
_) .,..io'I"' to M,·. ly,.-nes 1 .,..esignat ion. He \•ras ta'l.cing steus to .,..enew his contacts 
with Senat_o,.. Van_denberg,_ 

- . . 
Ye_s te,..day D-,., S_il ve.,.. had_ seen !'1.,.. Foove ... , ~,rho Has leaving f o,.. Ge,..man_y 

to make?. s_tudy of the ,..elief sitp.aticn the,..e. T_he ouestJon cf i}e,..nany a.nd 
the Ame.,..i~an tax-paye,..s t su~)l)o,.t of .,.elief in Ge,..many }'~as going to_ be a ser·ious 
question fo.,.. Cong,.ess and the Ame,..ican --Jeo·Jle, DT. SilveT had ·,)'ro·i:,osed that 
M,-., HooveT shoul~ visit the DP camps and. t~lk with our peopl~ th~,..~ ana. 
sh~uld also get in touch with :Rabbi Philip Be,,.nstein. M,-., Hoove.,.. had left 
the definite imy,..ession that he believed Pale s tine was the p,..ope.,.. solution 
fo,.. most of the Jewish DF 1s, 

ii01~-ZI0t 'ISTS IN THE JEWISH AGENCY -· . -· 

M:rs. Hal~J,..in ,..aised. the nuestion as to the status of the non-Zionists 
in the Je·wish- Agencl_. There was a brief discussion, in the ccu.,..se !)f which 
the Chai,..rnan __ exp ·· assed the view that it wo,_i, ld be inadvisable to_ sti,.. up 
this issue ?.t the p,..esent moment. It was suggested that this matte,.. might 
come up ~:,efo,-e the meeting of the full :Executive ,,,rhich would. , p,..esume.bly, be 
called afte,,. the end of the Lonaon talks, 

IlEPORT OlT FI1TA1TC IAL AND EcmroMIC ACTIVITIES ... -- -· -

M.,.. Hamme,.. gave a comp,,.ehensive ,..e-)o,..t on the financial and economic 
activities of the Agency. 

- · - -· -
Discussing ~he ope,,.ation of the tT'ad.ing, 07 the fTee __ gift do_lla'r' ac-

co~nt_s M,... Hampie.,.. said that allJ"\Ost two yea'r"S p,..evi.9usly, M-,., Kaplan had 
negotiated an a_gree :7ent w_i th the Palestine Gcve,..n:1ent wheTeby Ane,..ican a.o 1-
la-rs -raised th,-ough the United Pal!3stine Appeal_ we,-e to be nade available 
to fin~nce e::-..1)0.,..ts of A:ie,,.ican goo_ds to Palestine. At that ti :-1~ the _?.C-
count was li --1 it~d to $5,00_9,0C'0 fo'r" the calend!l,'."' yea,.. of 194_.5. Subsequently, 
t~e ag.,..e~:-ient ~ras e:;:tend~d to cove,. all United Palestine A) peal d.olla_r~ with 
no ceiling. Du.'.!"ing the wa'.!" the Palestine Gove,..n;,ent had exe,..cised close con
t,,.ol ove,,. inpc,.-ts because of lack beth of shipping and of A:·1e,.icc.n cu,-rency.-
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That_ control had been exe,-cised th:rough the issuance of inpo,..~ licepses. The 
effect of_ the p:resent a'!",.ange:7ent was that while the 't"equire:1ent in ,..ega,-d to 
inpo,..t li~enses will continue the p,..oblen of parnent no longer ente,..ed into 
t_he Eictu-re. The auestion that faced the Jewish Agency was how to allocate 
the dolla.,. funds thus . 1ade available~- An Adviso,-y Conni ttee was set up and 
p,-.io,..ities established fo-r ag~icultu,-al nachine,-y, ,-aw nate:rial, suppli~s, 
etc., but excluding consune.,.s 1 goods. The nechanics of the account was 
handled as follows: The Agency opened a special bank account in New York 
and instead of the Ke:-en Haye sod sending its dolla-rs ab,.oad, the-·:"!OnEY was 
doposi ta.d to this account upon ,..equcst of u,... Kai1lan as T,-easu,..er of the 
Agency. When an inpo'."'t license ,.,,as issued in Palestine, the i:·ipo,-ter de-
POJ i ted pounds -~n the_ Anglo-Pale st -~ne Bank in Je-rusale :-1 and then we would be 
,..equested by cabJe to pay to ~he bank the necessa,..y dolla~s for the 8A1)0'."'t 

th_rough ~ leyte:r of c,-.edit __ in favo,,. of the An_glo-Pales~ine Bank. This syston 
had ~ontinued fo,.. about a yea,.. and a half. It did not ,,.ro:rk out as anticipated 
fo:r s~vc,.al ,..easonP-• EB10,..ts _!,o Pales~ine were accele,..ated j;o sone ex~ent 
but th~n intc-r:r-uptions __ occurred, the :iost se!.ious of which had been during 
the p,..~vious su.:i.ner, pa-rticula'.""lY afte-.. tp.e King David affai,.. whep, for tech
ni_cal ,..easons, no inport licenses could be granted sinply because the Conp:
trollc,..'s Office had been wiped 9ut. T~e,..e had also been an interruption 
du,..ing the occupation of the Agency Offices. In spite of all this, howeveri 
in the past- one and one-half yea,,.s, approxinately $10,000,000 had been dis
bu,.-s~d~ Du,-.ing these pe~iods _q{ inter~ption M..-. !{apl_?:n was be.ndice.pped only 
because he had dolla,..s frozen he,-e ~_P.ich he was no! able to use and, on the 
othe,.. hand, he needed no~ey fo,.. budgeta,-y ~~d othe,.. pu:rposo~ in Palesti?o• 
To neet this situation noney i_,ras bo,..:rowed by hi~1 fron the ~Anglo ... Pa.lestine 
:3ank against those dolla-rs. - Finally' an ar-rangenent was wo,-ked otit whe;.~by 
the trading account fo-r the 11 free gi:'t 11 __ dolla,.. ope,..?.,tions, we:re transferred 
wj. th the consent of the Goye,-n.1ent to the Anglo-Palestine 3ank. !n o_~her words, 
instead of the nonoy being deposited here in New Yo,..k to a Jewish AEency_ 
trading account, the dolla,..s would go into the An_glo-Palestine 3ank trading 
._ccount. The A!!glo-Palestinc :Sank could n9.t disppse of these doll_?.:rs freely 
at i~s own ,,rill; it was still subject !o the __ control 9f tho Jewish Agency allo
cati9n of dolla,-s and also s~bject to Qovernnent regulations with r.e~pcct to 
i:-1po:r-t licenses. The effect of this transfe'.I" was to ,.._elieve the Agency of 
intcT.-ex-penP.es it w9.uld o~ho,-wis~ incur in connection with its ove:rd:raft at 
the Anglo-Palestine Bank..!. It speeded __ up the 3~hclc op~,,.a-~ion which now went 
enti,.ely through a ,..egula:r conno,..cial banking channel, and it also si:1:9lifiod 
the bookkeeping. Insofa,- as OU,.. inte,..ests he~ t~C concerned., tfu ..\.nelo-Po.lcstine 
3ank- ho.d been ~~utho,..ized to fu,..nish us such info,..j·1Q.tion r~s is required so th:i.t 
we ['.,..e f--.:1i li~,.. i,,ri th ~he ope,..".t ions-·"!,$ they :p,.ocecd._ In connection ,,ri t_h thi S 

.n.ccount, Jewi_§h N,_tionnl Fund dollc:i.,..s __ ri.,..e o..lso eligible for deposit. If the 
Jewish Mntionri.l Fund ,-.e:--iits its noney di""ectly to Je,-usn.len, then the 3-ritish 
get the doll~rs, they go into the ste..-ling :pool and the Jewish Nr.tionnl Fund 
in Jer-uso.len-·gets the pounds. 3ut if tho Jewish N,..,.tionaf Fund I s doll~.rs- o.re 
de_-po ~ i ted he,,.e in New Yo!.k to this- nccount, the doll '1.-rs n.r.c nvr.i_l['.bl~ f o,.. the 

... ccin:lad-ticn of tho P!1.le st ine i:1po,..te,.., nnd the Jewis~ N,..,_t iono.l Fund g~ ts 
·tho· po-unds in~~ediately fron the Anglo-Pf'.lostine Bank.- Our dolln.,..s nre -~hus 
serving ~n inpo:r-tnnt econo□ic- · func~ion. All told, during the pnst yo~r we 
h~.ndled in this wny in New Yo,-.k ~10 1 000,000; $6,000,000 of which cri.no fron 
the Keren Hr.yesod rmd $4,000,000 fro:i the Jewish N~tionnl Fund • 
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At t~1.2. sa;,18 tir:10, for son~ reason, the Jvwish 17ationnl !'u.nd sGens r ..... luc
tant to av::i.il thGnsclves of the so arre.:1ger.iont s. ':.1ha:, should h:::i.vu no h.Js i ta-
t ion a.bout it a.no. thc:·T should be c1,dviscd to d0:_1osit monies to tho account of 
the Anglo-?el , stino :Bni.:l:. I:-idced, in :SB.s el. rr. ;~c1.:.;lri.n and' othGr ncnbers of 
the ':re~.sur:.~ inclicpted, as tha:T hc"VC dor.3 r.: : ca by cables received : . ..:rc.. , tha··J 
all av2.ile.bl0 I:0:i.·0n F-a.:rJsod Funds\ P.bove "- ; : 1 0 ce.r-r;1a,r~:ed for specific 111.c

_)osas , should go into this ~.cco1.L"'lt. ':'h2 .i~ -__ ,· .1c:r irnncdiatcly gets :JounC:.s for 
suci1 do)osits, the r;:rnult being ths sar.io [' ·- though tho r:ionc:r w0r c ce,bl:...i r--.crost> 
it is th.s sane ~.s r 0r.1i t ta.nces. 

All this is only D, )Prt of tha budg.J te.r:r _)roblen of Zionist fiscc1.l ul
lars r..erc in tb.o United Stc-ites to which attention should be dra.wn, c1.nd it 
r.iitht ov~n be desirable to cell together the various Zionist bodias in this 
conn3ction to synchroniz3 our efforts. One :1e.tter ·which might require con
sideration is the tina lag which soue tincs Rriscs b 8twacn the recci~t hare by 
t~10 1:0rcri M.~·esod of nonias fro□ tho Unit od ~~E't.lJnt i ~1e A_')poal and tho turning 
over of thos:; funds to tha AgdnC? b:r r oe.son of the ros.Jrve fund ke) t b~,r the 
Keren Ha;,t..sod. Th.-..,.t r ;:rnerve is hald so thnt if so□ot hing s:;,0cial cono s U ) the 
funds a.r-J a"f'ailable. Irr. iia.mr.1ar wan not :-- t tJ□_)t ing to cri t ici zc this ~'J rac-
t ice, but ho thoue;ht th;,.t it n ight bl.,; 1.i.scful for all conccr::1od to nc8t R.ncl 
work out e joi~t Jolicy so t~et it would not be nocossary to □aintain frozen 
funds which T"!ight otherwise be wor 11:ing. At the sane tir.10, negotiations ,,.;; re 
in progress for a crcdi t at 0110 of the b;:inL:s her.) so as to cnP.blo th0 I:cron 
Ha~rJsod to borrow non~:.r in antici)c1tion of recoi:_Jts fro□ th0 United ?alJstine 
A~))Cal. It was :9rina.rily a question of i::1.t~r-orgci.niza.tional c?djustnonts. 

• Addressing hins olf next to th ..:> wor}: of t:1.c :::cor:.onic Dcjr1.rt□ont, !Ir. 
F..fl.I'.'lnt:r said th0t for t 1 : ·:ms t ~ree.r or so that Du·)artnont had boon conccrnod 

- t, ~ 

vith ;:i nu1:1bcr of npjor S)Jcific assignr::1cnts ·which h;,.d cone to us fron ?ri.los-
tin0 fron . ti nG- t0 tin . ..: in r ogp rd to snch i1.? tt ~rs as allocr1,tion of ~J1ilding 
D.Ptcripli:;, froight rc1.tos, steel, )i_Jes, .:;tc • .:\ serious questioi1 with trhich 
tho:• }1p.d c1- ':P.l t during thc:l :_J;,,st .,.-cc1.r ·wR.s t},. . er .bci,rc,o on oil seeds \·rhich h8 d 
ri sen as R result of fanino conditions in India. It ·as R difficult Jrobl~n 
\lhich, a:t.Jr [l. Gooc'"i. doRl o: noeotiRtion, had resulted fi:ri;:i,11? in our 0btRining 
an on0rgor:.c~r r llocat ion fron other sources ( dot ails 011 fil-::;). On frt;ight 
rc1.tos R diff 0r13ntial had existed during tho war to the detrin,:mt of .?ales tine 
ir.i)ort crs - th0 diff cr.Jncc b ctwo Gn l:ow :· or~: a~1c1. Al J Xc.":i ndria - and :icw York 
~nd ?alc s ti:10 - anounting to ~10.00 a. ton. 

':'hon th:Jr c W3rc J roblcns nrising out of tho war - tho roclanation by thJ 
Ar;;e ncy of t h - ~)rO'_).Jrt:· of J ows who h.:'d bean nassacrcd in 3uro)e - hoirlcss 
~)ro)crt:r - rc)ara t ions aad. r ... ost i tut ion. In this co1mact ion there were two 
it or:is of s:_J.:::cial int crest; ona, ti10 so-c?.lled Becher Do~J os its, which con-
si st ad of a le.rge quc1.ntit~,. of gold, die.mends ar.d other V?..luables which a.t the 
tir.16 of the oCCU)P,tion of Austria b:r the Ar:10rice.n .Arr.w had be0n turned over 
b:, P. G-csto.)o rgcnt, in the ho~Je th~.t it might bu:r hin sor.ie consideration at 
thG hPnds of the .Anerican occu~Ja.tion forces. ~he whole story had elements of 
the fR.ntp_st ic in it but finn.11/, after r.10nths of investigation and negotiR
tions with tha Army and tho Sta ta Depertn~mt, tha authorit? ha.s been givan to 
hrmd over this )ro~)ert~r, est i□ated to anount yossibly to ti·ro or three □illion 
dolla.rs, to ra)resentatives of the Jewish Agenc:, a.nd the Joint Distribution 
Com□ittec. 
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The second ~atter is still in Jrocess of nagotiRtion. This concerns thG 
"~unga.rian Gold Train" \·rith vah.:2.bles estinated ~t sonething in excess. of 
fift:, nillio~ dollars. Hore there ~.rG all sorts of internRtio!lf\l cor.rolica
tions. .About half th0 ~:>ropcrt? is in th.s hands of the Aricric~.ns P.nd half in 
the h?.:.1ds of the :'rianch, A Joint Com□ittoe, rc:_Jresenting the Jewish Af.; 0nc;·, 
thG Joint Distribution Coruni ttce, tho AncricP.n Jewish Conni ttee, the Anvrican 
Jewish Conference and the \forld Jewish Congress. have been worldng in coo __)0ra
tion on the Matter. In order to exclude tho cle.ir.is of thu Hungarian, Czecho
slova.1i:ian and 0th.Jr governr.rnnts, the efforts of tho Joint Cor.1r.1i ttee hfl.ve been 
direct ad to having th.J .!.Jrop 0rt~., turned over ta th\3 Int er-Governnontal Cor.1r.1 i t
tea, and this has been successful so far l=l.S thc--i.t part of the )rop ert:r in the 
possessio_1 of the n.nerican Governnent is concerned. We are still -pursuing 
the mattar with refGrcnca to tha French holding. 

The Int Gr-Governr.iontal Comr.1i t tee will inventor:.- and )rotect tho J ro ~orty 
and at least 90% of it is ee,rmir~ed for the r 0settlan ent and rehc1.bilitation of 
Jews, As between the Jewish Agency ~nd the Joint Distribution Connittee, a 
:)rivata r-irrangement ~ ,s been rePched, 1.·1hereb:r Rny funds that will be nade 
nvaila.blc will be allocated two-thirds to the Jewish Agenc;r and onG-third to 
the Joint Distribution Cor.initteG. The Agency and tha Joint Distribution Con
:"li ttoe hpve ostnblished e. connon ) olic:r in regprd to tha w1:old )roblen. 

At t ha SRn .:; tino, tha nttiti..·da of Sir Ecrbcrt I.nerson, of the Intor
Govornn entfl.l Corn"littec, ['.ives Cfl.us·c for dissatir,f?.ction. It is to bo re
corded, further, thnt as ;r.Jt tho Intor-Govornr1antal Cor1r,ittoe has not ra
caivcd t h 0 twanty-fiva Million dollc1.rs 8llocRted for J~wish resattlenont 
U..'11.der tho ro·_)nrn.. t ions Rgreo:Dnt. Tho so :1o r-_ i c s werG SU) )osod to cor:o f ro '"1 
funds in Switzi:.;rla_11d and Swodon a!10. difficulti es h~vc b een rf),isod b:; t >o:; o 
countries which, in turn, h.9.s raised the question of t:10 dis:_;osition of t he 
hairless )rO)Crt:.' in tha United S.tc:1.tes of Jews slaughtered b~r the 2Jazis. It 
ma:r be necessar;r to obtain legislation \•Ti th regard to this ) ro_) ert;r in lfow 
York State as Wc;ll as in Hassachusetts, ?erms;rlvnnia, Illinois ~.11d, r:1aybe, 
0110 or t\·ro other states, Wf'.i ving thG states 1 1·ights to this heirlcss ~~)l'O_) ert ;~ . 
Seco::ic:tl ~r a trustee organization would have to be set u:1 to ta~1::o ti tl0 to 
these assets. Then the assets would have to be liquidated and. finP.ll~r, 
there is the quGstion of the beneficiaries. ~he joint cor:lr.'littee of the five 
organizations, on which sit Colonel ::9ernstair.., Oscar Gass, Jacob Robinson, 
l!aurice Eoukstein e.nd oth.ars, hRve 1 rnrl::ad very hard on this (!Uest ion. There 
have bee!;. nogotiations ,-rith the State De:)artment and the matter is no1,,r coning 
to ci. head, n.nd it is ho~Jed that the StBte De)art□ent will asr- the individual 
stnte lag islatures to pa~s the necessar:,r legislation. 

lfr. _Har.1r.1er also re)orted on work that hRd be.an done sonet ir.ie ~)reviously, 
under th.0 l ead of 1 Ir. Gass, in develo:Jing a detailed prograr.1 for financing 
the transJortation and settlement of the 100,000 including such questions as 
the Jrovision of Jrafpbricated housing, ffi~T:'-1A Bnd arr:1y assistance, etc., in 
the event thB.t th0 Re~:iort of the Anglo-A□~rican Comr.1i ttee of Inquiry hed been 
fulfilled. 

In A.nswer to a. q_uestion as to Irr. 3ou.kstein 1s status with the Jewish 
Agenc:;, lir. HAnner stated th~t he was on a retainer basis and confines hir,1-
self to S)8Cific l=l.Ssignments. In )E'.rticul~.r, there was a continuing need 
for his services in connection with questions of restitution, rGJPrations 
fi.nd heirless :9ro~)ert:r which a.re of vital int era st to us, t=1.nd on \/hich he 
has a.cq_uired P, s)ecial baclr..ground of l::nowledge P,nd ex-_Jerience. 

,. 
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A)pr-.3Ci[l.t ion was ex_)res sed of Hr . F..ar:1r:1er I s COI?:.)r'3hensi V3 roport • 

In a.nswer to the qu.Jstion ris to whether an:: subve_1tions RrG nad.J by 
the AgencJ to organizations here , ilr . Hanner stated thrt th0 onl; such sub
v~r-tion is on~, on instructions froM Jerusrlem , in the nnnunl sun of yl6 , 000 
to Ec chnlutz organizations in Anerica . 

A dis cussio:1 followed on our uor>: with rcgRrd to the United rptions . 
Dr . Silver a.gP.in stressed the iM~1orta.nce which he a.ttnched to enga6 in6 sor.1e 
outste.:nding }ersonalit? on the Anari cpn scone to rc)rl3sGnt c-1nd work ,-,i th u . • 
It ,-.ras su.ggest0d tl'lclt c> definite ~1lr-n bo _1ro:pared for the whol.:: 3xocutivu . 

A. L . 



• HINUTES OF l!EETIHG 

AlI:ERICAN SEC~IOH OFT~ ZXECUTIVE CF TE3 

JEWISH AGEFCY FOR PAL]STilJE 

Februar:,, 17, 1947 

A meeting of the AnericP.n Section of the :itixecutive of the Jewish Agency 
for Palestine was held on Februa17 17, 1947, P.t 9:00 P.H., · Rt the of:ice of 
the Jewish Agency for Palestine, 2210 Ha.ssachusetts Avenue, t;.\1., 1'lash ington, 
D. C. 

Dr. Abba Hiliel Silver ( 1residing), Rabbi Wolf Gold, Ha~rim Greenberg, 
lfrs. Rose Hal)rin, ~anuel ~ieuoann. 

Arthur Lourie. 

C0lNERSATI0:iJ WITH DEA.rT ACB3S0H 

Dr. Silver re~orted on his conversation the _)revious FriclAy with Dea.n 
Acheson. The neeting with Dea.n Acheson had followed e luncheon r.1eeting which 
Dr. Silver had had a few d2.ys }reviousl:.r with Ur. Loy Henderson. At thRt 
tine the news had n:>t :ret come through of !fr. :Sevin I s stE'.tenent issued in 
London the same day that the Palestine matter would be referred to the United 
1;ations. Hr. Acheson had obviously been under the impression thf't the London 
talks would continue and that the British ?ro?osals contained in the Bevin 
nernorandum were in fact prelininary to further proposals. In res}onse to Dr. 
Silver I s ·suggestion tha.t the Anerica.n Governnent should renew its representa
tions to the :British at this .:.Joint, reitera.ting its own )revious sta.nd, Ur. 
Acheson had indic13,ted thPt he felt thet further re:_Jresenta.tions at this tine 
would not be hel1ful and r.11ght even be resented. Replying to Dr. Silver's 
further suggestion that if the negotiations were in fact concluded and the 
natter referred to the United lTe,tions, it was inevitf!.ble tMt there would be 
long delays and the t in the ne~nwhile the in tolerp ble s i tuP.t ion in the CPM;_:>S 

would continue unchanged, Hr, Acheson ~?ol<:e as though he were sure tr..F.t a 
cha.nge would ha.ve to be nade by way of increasing the )resent ir.migrRtion 
schedule. At one ~Joint IIr. Acheson l1E>.d er:r_;hasized t l1~t the )ri□nr:, res) onsi
bilit~ in regprd to P~lestine rested on GreRt 3rit~in, and he had ~lso 
indicPted th~t 11 :no one on the Hill w·ou.ld f~.vor our nili tf'.r~r intervention." 
At the sR.ne tine, Dr. Silver r.ad received t:ie in)ression th8.t the .A□erican 
Governnent he.d :_Jut itself on the record ,-,ith Gre?.t Britain P.nd hRc. indicE-1.ted 
the line of P.ction wJ1 ich it was itself :9re~Jared to su::_:,::,ort. lir. Acheson did 
not indicate, however, the extent to w~1ich the Ar.1erican Governr.1ent would be 
·Jre·:,D.red to ;Jress in behalf of thc"l.t ·:,oint of view. . .. ... -

Dr. Silver f!.lso re::,orted on ~ telegrru:1 which he hB.d received from Itr. 
SWope in which, referr .:. ng to conte~cts which he and ?Ir. Baruch hA.d had on the 

• 
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Palestine m?.tter, 'Ir. Swo)e hRd stRted 11 :,rou ce.n be reP.soru:i.bl? sure thPt the 
:Executive A.nc!_ LegislPtive brPnches A.re □ore thpn f~vor,:i_bly dis}osed towr-1.rds 
::-1i_ increase in innigr?.tion as a r.1e~.sure of eco:1.o□y, but Lon0_on a.oes not seer1 
0~_1en to Aneric?.n suggestions nt this nonent. 11 

Dr. Silver bc<'1d l'.lso been in touch with Senator ':'?ft who hl:l,d subsequently 
sent b.in a CO)Y of a letter "rhich the Senp.tor he.d sent to Secretary !Iarshall 
(letter atte.c:1ed "A"). 

Seruttor Vandenberg had also undertaken to interest hir.1self in the 
situation (letter P.t tached 11:B"). 

?:aOPOS3ID DEUGATIOl~ TO TE:J ?R3SIDE:::-'l' 

It had been )rO)osed th?t e. delegation, which should include Dr. Silver, 
Irr. i' ions~~,, Judge .?rosk..,uer e.nd le~ding non-Jews, should CPll on the President. 
A ne□orandun had been ?re)ared by IIr. ;=enen P.nd Irr. Lourie and had been sub-
ni tted to re:presente.tives .of the Anerican Jewish Cor:1r.1ittee for their con
siderRtion. A))arently the matter had been ta.ken U) at a meeting of the 
Foreign Aff~.irs Cor.1r,1ittee of the Americpn Jewish Cor.iI!littee, E'nd P telegr?Jn 
ha.d subsequently been received by Hr. I!onsky fror.1 Judge Pros~~a:uer, reading 
as follows: 

11 DO 170T ?Hn;i,: ?RZS3l:TA':VIO:r YOU SUGGES':' IS ADVISABLZ AT 
THIS TIIIE. I ?rt3!']R FOR T~ AitsRICAE J EWISH COIIlIITTEE 
TO STUDY SITUATIO:: :'URTHER BEFOBE TAI IlTG ACTIOiT. IGlID 
rt3lG ARDS. 11 

At the sene t irne, P telegran was received fror.1 1 Ir. Connell~r, SecretPry 
to the ?resident, stating tha.t the President's echedule would not 1err.1it 
of a. neeting with hi□ the following wee!i: pnd ~s'·dng thf\.t this II in:?ortant 
situr-iti.on" be discussed with the Secrete.r;r of Stnte, i tr-i.rshRll, ~-t the 
eerliest )ossible dPte. 

Doubt wr-i.s e:,~_Jres sed a.s to w:1et :1er a furt her r)_)oin tnent with the Secre
tar:' of State should be sour,ht at this ste.ge, in view of Dr. Silver's recent 
t?,11-: ,,Jith hin. It wa.s c:1-ecicl.ed, :ievertheless, th.9:t Dr. Silver should dis
cuss t :!e □[It t er with !Ir. . Ions~~, P.ncl, i: )OSS i ble, ::i.rrange for A.n a.))O int
nent with Irr. l~.rsh~.11. 

A cable was read fron tha London Office of the Zxecutive, suggesting a 
n ~eting of the full Zxecutive on lia.rch 4 and of the Actions Co□rnittee on 
lia.rch 7 in Jerusaler.i. In behalf of Dr. Silver, P. cable hE!d been ir.unediately 
sent to London, urging the advisability of holding the r.ieeting in the United 
StBtes and )Oint ing out the serious i□)lica.t ions of hP.ving the Ar.1erican 
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□e□b~rs absent fro□ here at this tine. 

After discussion a telegran was authorizGd, reading as follows: 

11 YOUBS SEVZl~?z:81:rTH Alm.RICAK 'iEHBERS ID:AiTIIrOUSLY ~AVOR 
IIEETil!G FULL Z.UCUTIV3 110W :BU'l:1 COlTSIDER ACTIOl~ cornUTTEE 
POSTPONABLE TO SOI1Z LATZR TIIIE STOP ALL lCIG:IBS h~RE 
CO:iJSIDER PALESTI18 VElru:E PRESE1':TLY 'tn'l!EASI3LE STOP WHILE 
UlIDERS'!'Al·:DIHG DI:E'FICULTI3S IlNOLVED PALESTiinA:i.1S DEPARTURE 
ABROAD P?.SSEHT TII~ SILV:SR URGES HOST ST:rtOiJGLY HE3TING 
AILS::RICA WEICE POLITICALLY VALUABLE STOP IN ADDITION OTHER 
REASOHS CO}.:\TAI]]ID HIS CABLE FIFTZElJTH HE WOULD FIND IT 
EXTREIIELY DIF?ICULT L!'AVE IP--RE AT PRESElJT STOP NZUltANH 
LIKEWISE :BELIEVES .ArtsRICA DESIRABL::8. GREEJ:IBERG P'..ALPRIU 
GOLD FAVOR PARIS OR ELSEi'frlERE ~UROP~ AS READILY ACC~SSI:OLE 
BY AIR TO PALESTil{W~S. STOP F..AVE CABLED PJ~ESTIN3. 11 

(Since then a. furthar t alegrrun was re~aived from the London Office, reading 
as follows: 

LO.AI: 

11 EXECUTIVJ! CA:CWULLY RECOl:SIDEiIBD POSITIOlJ I:7 LIGHT :ouRS 
18/2 ]UT co:..?IBJCD '!'H3IR PREVIOUS O.:E~IOlT 30~H JI]ZTnms ]:J 

!GLD PALESTI~~ 4/3 AND 9/3 STO? FULLY AP??3CIATE YOUR 
SP2CIAL DIFFICULTIES :SUT E.AK"llS':'LY HOP:E VI~W S?:ECIAL 
JIGRGEHCY Yotr i'lILL OVERCOI!:E ':1!-'}JI! A!·'r]) ATT:li::D S':10? CA3LE7G 
r.rJIDSAL311 ACCO~Il~GLY. 11 ) 

lir. lJau□ann re)ort'3d thPt h0 had been as'.::0d to loo!<: into the :Jossibili
ti0s of raising a loan, ~,nd ha wc1,s authorizad to investigate the matter. 

\ 
EXCF'.LJ\i:G::JJ OF Ii70~ L~Tror 

It was urged thet thera was need for a □ore adequate exchange of infor
ne.t ion between tha A□0rican Office and th.:; Agenc:r Offices in London nnd 
J 1.3rusal2rn, a.nd it we.s suggested that a weekl:, ra?ort should be ~Jre:;,a.red of 
dev0lo)□cnts for trans□ission abroc1.d. 

It was ·,Jointed out that if IIinutas of IIcetings wera ke:;_Jt up to date this 
\·rould serve to meet this need to B. large extent. It wa.s suggested tha.t, in 
addition to IIinutes of th0 Jawish Agency ~xccutive, copies of :iJr.wrgency 
Council I-Iinutes and reports be also regularly trans□ itted to London. In the 
~Jr'3sJnt circumstances, it was not advisable to send confidential material 
direct to Jerusalem. 

::.JXTEifSION OF THE AGEi'TCY 

It was ste.ted the.t at the Congress in Basl13 it had been agreed that the 
A□ericRn Suction of th0 ~xecutive should study tho situP.tion in regs.rd to 
th~ non-Zionist section of th~ Agency. 
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After discussion, it was agreed that a sub-cor.unittee be ep?ointed to 
consist of Hr. Tulin e.nd Judge P.othenberg which should, entirely :;;,rivately 
and without cont~.cting the non-Zionists P.t this stege, examine the situ.a-
t ion Rnd yre~are R report for the information of the Executive. 

UNI TED l.A'::1IOlrn ORGAlUZATIOlT 
• 

':'he q_uestion W?.s reised as to the P.ction to be tP.ken to develop and in
t ens if:,r the worY.: of the Agency in relation to the United l:p,t ions, in vi-aw of 
the forthcoming subr.iission of the r.tP.ttcr to the Asse□bl?. 

IIr. lTeu.□pnn re)orted on ti. conversp,tion which he had hPd with Irr. Shertol: 
in which Irr. Sherto!< hPd P.n?l?zed the situ.Pt ion a.s follows: 

( ?.) T~1ere was work which wol·ld ht.'.ve to be done during actuc=-.1 
neetings of orge.ns of t~e United F;:1,tions before which 
there was a )ros)act of tha ?P.lesth1e :ri~tter arising. 
At such t i□e th era should be e. nu.r:1b 81' of ner.1bers of tha 
3x.;cutiv0 on the sce~1e uho would consult together nnd 
decide: on the da:t-to-d.P;~ decisions. 

(b) A)e.rt fror:1 this, there was the regul2.r, stae.~" day-to-day 
work of winning th -:; SU))ort of the VE.'.rious govern□ents. 
This had to be carried out both in the United States and 
within the different countries ther.1selves. Severe.l 
]xecutivc nembors, he thought, should ba designated to 
deal with SJecific regions, with ons □er.1bar of the 
Executive as general supervisor of these activities. 

Dr. Goldr.18,nn had also S)okan to IIr. liieunann on the subject and had sug
gasted th?t ha would be ready to devote himself to sone of the Western 
:Juro)aa:n countries. Others should be assigned to Latin Ar.rnrica, the Orien
tal countries, etc. 

Tha 1JlRn would be considered E'.t a ::,lenary rneating of the Jewish Agency 
Executive. 

So far as tha current work was concerned, the suggest ion was □c1de th8.t 
Ifr. Gelber be invited to give a re;)Ort c1.t e. forthconing neeting of the 
:;xecutive. 

PUR3LIC F.::LATI01JS AGE:i.':CY A?-D LIDAL COffi·TSZL 

Dr. Silver stP.ted thPt we were fpcing a ne.jor )Olitic;?l activity. ':'he 
forces lined U? Pgainst Zionisr.1 would be fornid.8.bla, a.nd if w2 lost in the 
United ~TRtions our cause woti..ld suffer a ver? serious set-bP.ck. A -:JlPn of 
pct ion on E'. scale connansurn.to ·with the need rmst be ·.1re)E1.red. He suggested 
that 8, :Jublic relP.t ions a.g,, nc~,., P.ccustor.ied to wor~:ing for govcrn□cnts, should 
be called in to advise - also, th~t the r.1ost exJ3rt legal talent in tho United 
Stat~s be invited to ~JrG:Jare a l0gal c~.s~. lle nu.st nvoid the nistn}:e of too 
littlG or too late. 
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With referanco to th2 ~~iring of a public r elations firr.1, I Ir. reu!':1£,nn 
st;-itad tMt he hed had sor.ic experi cmco in r0gard to P,n earlier a):;,roa.ch to 
such en orgE1.nization e.nd the r esult had not been a.ltogether satisf?ctory. 
In t he last e.nalysis, t:1.e ~xecutive rm.st use its own judgr:ient. 

!Ir. Louria r eferr ed to a list of sone of the best-known international 
la.w;;ers wh ich had bean :_Jre::_:>P..red e.nd to nost of whon objections were found 
to exist; either the nan WEI.S uns?□)athetic or he had outlived his reputation. 
A further difficult:, had been illustra.ted py the ex_0erience of the Agency in 
:;,l~ading its case before tha S11Pw Connission in 1930 8.nd the Peel Conmission 
in 1937, res)ect ively. In t .ha forner ca.se one of the leading nenbars of the 
3nglish bar had been hired at gree.t expense · to a))t38.r on our behalf. but the 
1:>resenta.tion r.iade in 1937 by Leonard Stein, working alone, who was stee~Jed 
in the Zionist :i;,roblen and a))~8,rcd re.thar as a direct represente.tive of his 
)80)le than as an outsidar wor:<ing on its behalf, had been far more effective. 

It was decided tha.t llr. 1'Teur.iann e.nd Dr. Greenberg should look into the 
quest ion of obtaining a:.;_=> _:r O)riate legal and public ral;;i.tions hel?• It was 
~.lso suggested that efforts be made to enlist tha active h alJ of I!r. Sumner 
Walles; a.lso that this and relpted natters be discussed with lir. Shartok on 
his arrival. 

U.S. S.R. 

Th~r.J was a brief discussion on the auostion of t ha Russian Rttitude 
towards Zionisn 8.nd it wa.s suggested th~.t sor.1c 0Ut.J , ~Joss ibly llr. 1'lallc1.ca, who 
co' lld. ta.l k to thG Soviets, be asked to )Ursue t he r.1R t t er further on our behalf. 

':1he question uas raised as to t :w attendance of nanbers of t ha s t aff P.t 
nee t i~gs of t he =:xecut ive ( includ ing senior nanb-:n·s of the staff of the 
3n0rgenc? Council). 

Dr. Silver stated t}k-:,t in gGnural it was clesirc1ble to limit attendance 
e,t r.10Gt ings of t he Executive, ?.nd t he vi -;;w was also cx_Jressed that it was im
)ortP-.nt thc1.t thore be one )la ce where t ~_a Zxccutive could r.ieet alone as a. ::;nall 
deliborr.tive body. 

On the othar hand, lir. ~Jeu.':lann Jointed out th8,t in London a. number of the 
nen connected with the poli tica.l de~Jp_rt r.wnt h?d taken ) art in the meetings of 
the ~xecutive; e,nd Dr. Greenberg urged that for the )Ur)oses of the United 
l'Tations work it was necessary tlw,t tha head of that departr.1ent be :~resent so 
thpt h3 might hRve first-hand infornP.t ion on th'3 line to be pursued. 

Aftar discussion, it wa.s decided to ta1~e the na.tter up again at a future 
da.te for decision. 

Meeting adjourned at 11:JO P.II • 

A.L. 

• 
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Honorable George c. ricirshall 
Secret~ry of State 
Da~~rt□ent of St~te 
Washington, D. C. 

IIy dear General Marshall: 

"All 

!ebru.ary 17, 1947 

As you know, I have been interGsted for a long tine in the Pa.lostine 
yrobler:i. ilhile I sympathize with tha :British difficulties, it sea□s to r.1e 
the? Nl,ve not been JUrsuing either a reasonable or a consistent :_:)osition. 
The last proposal n~de by thd British Governr:ient does not sean to ma to rneet 
in P,ny respect what I understa.nd to be tha official }osition of this Govern
□ent. In tha first pla.ce, it does not yrovide for th~ ad.miss ion of R hundred 
thousand inmigrants imr.1edip,tely to relizve the situa.tiori in Gerrnan Cnr.J?s. 
Instee.d of thf'.t it ~)ost::_)ones the whole natter because of Arab objaction, until 
the United 1;ations rieat six r.1onths fron now. ?urthcr□or0, it :_)rovides for 
;:,,d□ ission e,t the re.to of only four thousand R nonth, so th?.t it will be . two 
Rnd a. ~lf years before the Ar.1erice!l suggestion is raplly co□Jliad with. 

In tha second ?lace, the JroJosal for Jartition is not a JroJosnl 
for )E1.rtition. • 0!11:r a sl1a.dow o:' self-govl3rnnant is to be given in the Arab 
and Jawish a,r Jas, and th.:: )l'O)OSal seems to contar.1Jl~.te a :cderp.l state ",t 
-so:10 tine in thJ future without Sc>,:,inc; who shall control that ste-te. I 
havo understood that ti~e Americe.n Governnant aJ_)roved thG idea of a )e.rtition 
wit_1in ?. definite tirne, and co□)lGtc F.1.utonor.1y for the jowish territory. 

Since thJ British JrOJosal does not comJlY with the Jolicy of the 
.Anerican Governn..:nt in a.ny way• I suggast th~.t )roper re:)resentation to tM.t 
.3ff '3ct should be 17la.de to tha :British GovGrnnant. 

R.esJectfu.lly :rours, 

/s/ ROBERT A. TAFT 
RT:o 
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Rabbi AbbH Hillel Silv13r 
Clevela.nd, Ohio 

1~ dear ~r. Silver: 

"B II 

This will e.cknowl~dge your note of Febru.P,.ry 12th. 

It go0s without saying that I sha.rc your disa?pointri0nt regarding developnents 
at London. On the oth~r hand, pcrhaJs it is just as well tlwt this contro
varsy shouldhea.d toward the United 1:iations for settlement if there is no 
other way out. There must be a conclusion to it soMewhare. I am frank to 
say, however, that I still :_?refer an imr.1edic;1te determination of th0 issue on 
th~ basis of tha via.ble pe.rti tion of Palestine • 

Since our last talk upon the subj act, I hava found the occasion to re-eriJha.size 
this vi~w to our own State Dayartrient and through it to the British !oroign 
Office. 

Thanks for :ro·u.r la.st visit. You ?-.re E1,lwr1.y~ welcone. 

Hi th wa.rn "Jl.3rsonal regards a.nd best wishas, 

Cordially P.nd f~ i thfully, 

/ s / A. 3:. Vc'.ndenberg 
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STRICTLY C01iFID:S:~:"IAL 1:0. 4 

I IIlJ'tJ~ES OF ! C'riTIHG 

AHERICAi: SECTIOU OF T!-C EXECUTIVE OF 'I1EE 

JEWISE AGElfCY FOR PALZSTil:rE 

, February 24, 1947 

A meoting of the AmericRn Section of the :;xecutive of tha Jewish Agency 
for Palestine was held on February 24, 1947, at 10:JO A.II., at the office ~f 
the Jewish Agency for Palestine, 16 :3ast 66th Street, Hew York, H. Y. 

Dr. Abbc1, Hillel Silver (?residing), Rabbi 11olf Gold, Hayim Greenberg, 
IIrs. Samuel Hal1.)rin, 3r.ia.nuel 1;0u.rn;i.nn, IIoshe Shertok, Dr. Hoshe Sneh. 

Jliahu ~Jstein, Gottlieb Hpmmer. 

?OLITICAL REPORT 

l'Ir. Shertok, who, together with Dr. Sneh, had arrived fron London the 
)revious d.B,y, reported on a □ set ing which had. tal-::en place at the Colonia,l 
Office after the ter□ina,tion of the so-CP,lled informgl talks with tho :British 
Governr.12nt. '.i:he Zionist re?resentatives in London had cliscussed with 1ir. 
Creech-Jones ::i,nd his advisers tho Govcrnnant I s interim :_:>0lic:, in the light 
of its announced inte!ltion to refer the PP.l ~~st i ne issue to the United 11ations. 
Ref Grence · to the United }Tp,tions in Se-)tamber does not r.1ean ~- clecision in 
Se-_)t enber, on the' contrar:,, it nay ne;.n a ver:1 long del~.:.· .!".nd the qu 0s t ion 
of i:G.terir:1 ::_J olic:r, therefore, WHS ;:,, r.1c1.ttor of u.rgonc:r. 

Our ro:.?rGscntativrs had ~Jressed two nain i_Joints, the abrogation of the 
la,nd rGstrictions and tho innodiE1,to incr .:.nse of J13wish inrnigration. Hr. 
Cr8ech-Jones had indicated that ho was fully alive to the i□:;?ortance and 
urgcncJ· of the two )roblens raised. He had indicated further the,t also to 
tho 3ritish, the Josition in Pa.lostine was intolerablG. Ar.long other things 
tha~r were in the humiliating ~position of having virtually been segregated 
and it wa.s difficult for the□ to carry on under those circur.istances. On the 
oth::.:r hand, ho said, there Waf, always the danger of trouble on the side of 
the Arabs if they accedod to ;our request, !~r~ Sh~rto;": hnd re-
)liod thc1t while our infornntion might not be infallible, it was certainly 
worth sor.1ething, and that it all tended to show that serious trouble was ir.1-
)robablc. Although there were cireles among the Are.bs defini toly interested 
in fomenting trouble, there was for a. variety of reasons deep-seated reluc
tance ['IJ:1ong the Areb masses to engage in any trouble whatsoever. For one 
thing, □any of them had done well as a rasult of the war a.nd they did not 
want to forfeit their gains. Furthermore, they were afraid of a. very sha.rp 
reaction on the part of the Jews and knew that the strength of the Jews had 
grown very much in recent years. They also recalled the effect on the Arab 
internal position of th0 anti-British, a.nti-Jewish disturbances of 1936-1939, 
when more Arabs were killed by Ara,bs than either by the Jews or the British • 
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Ur. Ben-Gurion had been particularly effective on the question of the 
ln.nd law and there was reason to believe tha.t his remarks on this subject 
had r.iade an impression. As a whole, however, the talk was inconclusive 
and we were informed that a decision would have to be ta.ken by the Cabinet. 

Hr. Shcrtok re}orted further on :::,re:9arations that had been □ade for 
tha debate in Parlianent. Ar.10ng others it had bean eX.:_)Octod that Ur. 
Churchill would s::,ea!<: (owing to tho death of his brother, Ur. Churchill did 
not in fact 1)artici·)a.te). Severf11 atter.nts :1ac. been nri.c.c to s ve hin with
out success =-- indeed lir. Churchill did -;_ot li~:e to be brief ed. Fror.1 re
·)orts which we bad received fro□ close associe.tes of his, a)~")8.rently he was 
sincere in his )Ublicly CX)rcssed view th?.t Great ]ritP.in should quit 
?alestinc. 

A r.Jport b? Dr. Sneh :ollouec.., _(In Hebrew, noto on file) In the en
suing discussion an)hasis was )laced on the need for 2_'.)ressurc in the :period 
inmcdintcl~r before us on tho innit;ration issue in regc"rd to the interim 
)eriod. Thero was also P.n ox)ression of O)inion on th3 ~)osi tion in regard 
to the United Hations Orga.niza.tion and it was )Ointed out the.t the British 
Goverrn:1ont is not _)ro)osing to obligate its elf in advance in regard to any 
decision th~t r.1ight be reached there; there wa,s indeed a studied vagueness 
in the terns of I Ir . ]evin I s an-11.ouncer.rnnt that the natter would be referred 
to the United l7ations. 

I IE3'I1 Ili'G OF TEE EXE:CUT IVE Aiill GENERAL COUl-iC IL 

A considerable interchci.nge of cables had taken -Jlace with London and 
Jerusalem regarding the pro?osed meeting of the full ~xecutive and the General 
Council. There was al)parently a. claar r.1ajori ty of the Executive in favor of 
having the meetings in Jerusalem and the dates now )reposed were tha 10th 
of IIarch for the Executive r.1eeting and the 16th of lfarch for the nceting of 
the Council. After a full discussion thG Chairnan stated that it wa.s clear 
that the majority of the Executive want the meeting at this time Rnd the 
neeting will have to be set. If he could go he would do so. 

LOAli ?B.OPOSAL 

Dr. Sneh re)orted on a.ction thc1t h;:i,d be .;n talr.en in regard to the -:iro
)osal for raising a, loan in thio countr:r. 

l'Ir . i~eu.r:-iann indicated in conclusion th?.t hG would li 1--::a to have a.iscussed 
flt the next neetine the ciuastion of th~ orgc1nization of the work in Ar.rnrica. 

The □eeting adjourned at 2:00 P.!i. 

A.L • 
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STRICTLY COlU'IJr.mTIAL NO. 5 

liiINUTES OF ~UTG 

AMDIC.AN SECTION OF THE EJGCUTIVE OF THE 

JEWISH AG~CY FOR PALESTINE 

March 3, 194? 

A. meeting of the American Section of the Executive of the Jewish ~ency 
for Palestine was held on March 31 194?, at 10: 30 A.1Jlic, ~ at the office of thj 
Jewish ~ency for Palestine, 16 East 66th Street; New York City, 

EXECUTIVE '4~i~'ERS PRESEUT 

Dr. Abba. Hillel Silver (presiding), Moshe Shertok, Rabbi "Volf Gold, Ha_yim 
Greenberg, Emanuel Neumann, Dr. Moshe Snehc 

EXF.dli~DITUlUS IN comraCTIOlf i:7ITH THE ACTIOHS COl~ITTD MEliBERS 

The names of those who had indicated that they would be at tending the 
meeting of the General Council were reported. It was reported further that in 
the course of the previous two and one .. ha.lf weeks three cables had been dis
pa.tched to Jerusalem requesting authorization for the travel expenses of mem
bers of the Ac·tions Committee.. No reply or acknowledgment ot any kind had 
been received • 

Expenditures for the travel expenses of the members of the A.ctions Commit
tee were approved. 

POLITICAL REPO~S 

i~. Shertok reported on the meeting ,;,,hich had taken place between Mr. Bevin1 

Mr. Creech-Jones, ia. Locker end Dr. Gol=ann in London on the previous Thurs
d,q. The meeting tu cal.led on the initiative of Mr. Cree-ch-Jones and a dis
cussion took place with reference to paragraph 17b of the Jewish Agency memoran
dum of February 13, in which it wae urged that if the Government is not prepared 
at this stage to adopt a decision as to the ultimate status of Palestine the 
llandatol'l regime should continue but that the execution of the Mandate should 
be true to its letter and apirit i.e. iDIDigration to the f'ull extent of the 
countey1 s economic absorptive capacity, encouragement of' close settlement by 
Jews on the land and repeal of the disoriminatory land laws. The Jewish .Agency 
representatives pressed very bard tor an interim change in regard to immigra
tion and land. Mr. 13evin, however; had again proposed a substantial immigration 
for a two-ye&'l' period after which the .'1-abs should have a s~ in the regulation 
of immigration. Thia was resisted and the reaul t of the conversation wa • incon
clusive. 

Mr. Shertok added that in view of the iq,ending departure of Mr. Bevin for 
1/oacow and Kr. Creech-Jones f'or a tour in Africa it appeared probable th& the 
question of• change during the interim period until the matter came before the 
United Nations would ~a.in be left pending for weeks and poaaibl7 months. He 
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believed that the interim policy decision was now buried under the debris of 
the Goldsmith house in Jerusalem. 

~e question of a possible reaction by the President to the Bevin statemen~ 
had been twn up at the White House. There was reference in this connection 
also to the speeches in the Senate. 

Mr. Shertok then reported on his talks vrith the Secretary of St·ate. The c :· :. 
versation (recorded separately) had luted trrenty minutes. !he Secretary h~ 
listened very carefully but had himself volunteered very littl~~ save that :-;.,. . . -
end he had expressed deep interest in the problem and stated that he was arud •. 
to learn nl.l the fncts nnd to help. The Secretary of Stnte added that he hnc 
not yet ho.d an opportunity· of discussing the mo.tter with Mr. Bevin personall~· 
but would tcl.k to him about it in t,loscow. 

By way of inoculation against what lwir. Bevin might sav to Mr. Marshall, Mr~ 
Shertok had stressed that Liir. Bevin seems to be riveted to the idea. that he can 
make a sacrifice of our future for the se.ke of the present, but in that he would 
not succeed~ 

Mr. Shertok also saw Lord Inverchapol and found him very depressed about the 
whole situation. 

Finally, Mr. She~tok reported on a talk which he had hod with Judge Prosknue~ 
on the l&tter's invitation yestordey. 

iiWI.AL LAW IN PALESTINE 

A diacussion took place on possible net.ion in connection with the situation 
in Palestin~· and the possibility of · nn org,anized protest• 

POLITICAL R'3POMS (OONTINtnW) 

lb'. NeUllltllln reported that he had hod a conference, which lasted neo.rly two 
hour.a, in the Sto.te Department with ur. Hendetson nnd hio oideo, in which he 
ho.d · informed them of what had happonacl in London. 

He reported further on the dinner meeting in Washington a.t which Dr. Silver 
nnd he had discuased our problem with a group of fourteen Senators, omong which 
eight or nine members of the Foreign Relntions Committee, Democro.ts and Republi
cans, presided over by Sena.tor :Brewster. There had been a very earnest discus
sion o.nd he received the impression that there wo.s a gro'l"ling recognition thnt 
America must toke some measure of responsibility in the whole situation, 

Mr. Neumann had also seen lir. Dolivet o.nd the United Stntes Delogo.te to the 
Security Council, Mr. Austin. 

Mr. Neumann stated tho.t he had also cormnmioo.ted with Mr. Sumner Welles, who 
waa in J'lorida. He wo.s anxious to find out from him to what extent he might be 
willing to be helpful, particularly in relntion to Lo.tin .America. 

Dr. Silver reported tho.the had apokon on Frida,, Yebl'Ua1'7 21, by telephone 
w1 th <rovernor Dow.:.y -- told him about tho situation and asked his help. The 
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Governor hnd. indico.tod that Ur. Dulles wa.s at tho.t time in lviexico but tha.t he 
would speo.k to him on his return, The following :hidey 1,11r. Dewey hnd telephoned 
Dr. Silver nnd informed him that he had discussed the mn.tter with Mr. Dulles who 
wo.s very much interested Dnd who intenlod to toko the matter up both with Mr. 
Bevin and ivir. lviarshall in -l~oscow. Dr. Silver wo.s to meet with Mr. Dulles tb ,•:'.~ 
afternoon. 

.' I 

He was also to see l,ir ... Hoover that dey. He had spoken v7ith Mr. Hoove:i."' 
the lo.ttel4 left for Gert.den~,, at which timo ho hnd mro.nged for him to m6.::t 
Rabbi B.Jrnstcin ... 

I I • . • -

ZIONIST POLICY 

Dr., Sil ve: said that he might not be a.blo to at tend the meeting of th9 ·.:1:rn-, ·, • • 
ti ve in Jeru'3 ,:1J.em and proceeded to outl inc his vie•115 on the genernl si tuc.1.t ion 
for the informa.tion of the other members of the Executive in the event tha.t bo 
found himself una'hlo to lenve Arnorica(' Ho thought thnt only after it wor.e mn.d•) 
clea.":" to Great Br:i. to.tn that her attitude on Pc..lestine wus likely to interfere 
~,;_ th good rolo.t ions between bnaricn. and Great ]ri t ain And n. common long·-rango 
:,. ~1 American-BrJ .. tish policy would the British be induced to remudy the situc'.:l.ti(1r.0 '> 

· ,,:tj v1as e9senti c.J.; hovmver·~ in pursuine such a line thc'.:l.t ne did not c..gai:n repe ,'.i v· 
-.~rro1·s which hl'.d ba0n mo.da in the past v,hon there ho.d been n. failure to stand 1J;y 
a pvsition initi D..lly established -, 

Dr. Silver also urged that if our matter comes up before tho United Nation~ ~ 
wo have no compromise to offer mid havo nothing to present except our legal rightsn 

In the course of a brief discussion which followed the importnnco was strong~~
pressod of Dr. Silveri s personal attendance at the mooting in Jerusalem in order 
to present his views there. Mr. Shcrtok, in rcforring to the United Nations 
program warned against over-simplification. It would be relatively easy if 
the only issue which confronted us was thnt of delivering a petition to tho 
United Nations or the contents of a direct appenl (if thnt were practically 
possible) or address to that bodyQ But when it comes to actual conversations 
with tho different nationei representatives, in Pnris, in Prague, in the Scn.ndi7 • 

navian countries, in the Latin-American capitals, and so forth, we mey- be faced 
with a great many questions, to some of which it will be ,1fficult to give an 
nnswer simply by making a declar.:1t ion and then leaving it at th~t. 

Mr. Neumonn drew attention to r..n article of Fielding Eliot in the Tribune, 
in which Mr. Eliot argued P.gainst roferonco to tho United Nntions with its o.tton~· 
ont deleys nnd ma.de a strong plea for an Anglo-Americo.n agreement on the subject :i 
Tho importance of the articlo lay in its stress on tho fact thnt ultimately it 
will be up to those two countries to lend the United Nations inn decision and 
to co:rry out in reality, wh&tovor mey come from tho Unitod Na.tions. He felt thc1.·~ 
this was a. line that we ought to pross .o.s ho.rd ns 'WO cnn. It vrns entirely po s-
si ble that tho whole businoss of reference to the United Nations was another 
dlvorsionQ.ry stop, politicnl.ly and propogandisticnlly, on tho pa.rt of tho British 
Govornmont. So fnr as the Unitod Nations is concernod, Mr. Neumann summarized 
ou:.:- problem as being to try to ma.into.in and. etrongthdn as fa.r a.s rre can and a.; 
long as wo can our legru. position under the Ua.ndato, Thora is no eocurc ground 
on which we can stand at this timo other than tho ~nndate. Tho real problem was 
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ST!tIO~Y CONFIDJIN!UL NO. 26 

MINUTES OF MEETING 

AMERICAN SECTION OF TEE EXECUTIVE OF THE 

JEWISH AGENCY FOP PALESTINE 

June 4, 1947. 

A meeting of the American Sec~ion of the Executive of the_ Jewish 
Agency for Palestine was held on Wednesday, June 4, at 11:00 A.M., at 
the office of the Jewish Agency for Palestine, 16 Eaat 66th Street, 
New York City. 

EXECUTIVE MEMBERS ~llSEl~ 

Abba Hillel Silver (presiding), Hayim Greenberg, Mrs. Rose Halprin, 
Eliezer Kaplan, Emanuel lTeumann, Moshe Shapiro, Moshe Sneh. 

MEETINGS OF ACTIONS COMMITTEE AND OF FULL EXECUTIVE 

With reference to the prop_osed meeting of the Actions Committee to 
take place June the 16th, a cable from Mr. Ben-Gurio~_ dated June 2nd re
porting the request o_f the General Zionisjis in Palestine for a postpone
ment until the. _end of July ~d been circulated. Information to hand now 
indicated that a maJority of the 19 members of the Exe~tive had placed 
themselves on record as favoring postponement of the Actions Committee 
Meeting. The Plenary meeting of the Executive, however, would take place 
as scheduled in the second week of June. 

. . . 
A discussion ensued with ref~rence t~ th~ line of policy to be 

followed by the Agency representa~ives in presenting the Zionist case 
to t,he Special Committee of Inquiry. As regards. the_ .. Actions Conimit_tee, 
the view was expressed by a number of those present that it would be 
wiser to call the meeting at the end of August or early in September. 
July was not a 11political date" since the United Nations Committee would 
by then -have completed taking evidence in Palestine but we would still 
be without any indication as to the United Nations Committee 1s conclu
sions upon __ whi~h the Actions Committee could base its o·wn decieions. It 
was agree9.- to canvass the members of the Execytive before the end of_ the 
week with regard to th~ calling of the meeting of th~ Action, Committee 
in Jul_y or August and to cable Palestine accordingly. It wa~ also pro
posed to pass on to Jerusalem the suggestion that for the purposes of 
the forthcoming meeting of the Executive in Palestine, members of groups 
not in the coalition should be invited to attend. 

LIAISON OFFIOE:R WITH THE vNITED NATIONS COMMISSION 

~.eference was made t _o a report which had appeared in the press of the 
a.pp_oin_tment of a m~mbet·. of the Jewis_!i Agency staff as liaison with the 
Inquiry Committee and a brief discussion followed with regard to the type 
of representative ~equired in the circumstances. 

.. 
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DillCTION OF WORK IN EUROPE.AlT COUNTRIES 

A discussion developed on the direction of our work abroad in the 
period immediately ahead_. It was assumed that contacts with the United 
Nations Committee of InAuiry ~ould be the responsibility of the Palestine 
Section and of such other members of the Executive as will be there dur
ing the period of Inquiry. Dr. Goldmann was proposing to . visit Prague 
on his wa,y to Palestine. He had also contem·,)la.ted a visit to :Belgrade 
but Dr. Sneh indicated that a request had been received from :Belgrade 
that __ they b_~ left alone for the time being until the Special Ec_onomic 
Miss.ion at present in Yugoslay:ia had completed its visit. While the 
general over-all direction of the United 'Mat ions work in Europe reooined 
the responsibility of the American Section, the Paris Office had been 
asked to keep an eye on activities on the ~ropean conti~ent. Dr. Sneh 
pointed out the importance of contacts from Paris in respect not only to 
United Nations activities but also to ~ther matters. He_ remarked that 
his of_~ice had be~n concerning it.self with the "satellite" states and he 
also urged that the Sc~dina.vian countries be ~irected from London. It 
was agreed that Dr. Neumann and Dr. Sneh should discuss the matter of 
the organization o·f European acfivities further together with Mr. Shertok 
upon his return to New York on Friday. 

RESTITYTION COMMITTEE 

Mr. Kaplan re!erred to the forthcoming meeting of the so-called 
~estitution Committee. A Board for that Committee would have to be 
elected. There were actually only two bodies involved, the Joint Dis
tribution Committee and the Jewish Ag_~ncx for Palestine~ The ~estitu
tion Committee ~ould esyablish offices in ~urope and __ conduct its main 
work_ there bu~ it must !ia,ve official __ representatives !}ere to present a 
unit~d Jewish front Jn relation to the American ~overnm~nt a;!ld ~lso 
later to o~her Jewish groups. An agreement ha.d._been reached with the 
majority of the other_ organizatj.ons involved. Mr., Edward Warburg of the 
JoJnt Distripution Committee would b~ elected President_ of the ~~stitu
tion CoµimJ tte~; and Mr. KapJ_an res:ommended that Dr. l!eum~ be nomina.t~d 
for the Chairmanship of the Administrative Committee,_Mr. Eliezer Kaplan 
as ~onor~ry President and Mr. Maurice Boukstein as a member of the ~oard 
on behalf of the Jewish Agency. These nominations were unanimously 
8.i)proved. 

FINANCIAL ~DORT 

Mr. Kaplan reported briefly on the present situation wi t~1 _!eference 
to the United Jewish Appeal. While the total of the pledges receiv~d in 
the spring campaign had amounted to the npt unsatisfactory figure of 
$11.5,000,000, the casp situation was extremely serious_. For the first 
five months the Unite~ Jewish Appe~i ~d received __ only $1,600,000 i~ 
stead of t=ie h~ped for a.mount of $6,000,000. Month).y receipts were so 
low as to be quite alarming and were creating a critical position for 
tp.e Joir.:t List_ribut1.o!l ComID:ittee and the Agency. Mr. Xa.:pl3.r.. hac. bad a 
:1u.niber of_ meetings w1th __ the banks with a view to o"ctajn1.'."'.g r.u"oqtantial 
credit 3,. Their line however, i_s to postpone a c.ecision r f ·:;heir \,wn 
ur..t~~- uhe'.l.'"e is soma clarity with regard to the decision to ;,e taken b~y 
the Unite~ Nations. The only prospect of immediate additiorJ&l credit 
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for the moment was in connection with t~e export of American machinery 
whicp. involves comm_ercial and not political c~nnels. Mr_. Kaplan also 
reported that he had made an effort to renew negotiations with the State 
Departme~t and other official bodies w_ith regard to t~e grant 0% substan
ti~l aid in the event of there being a positive political solution so 
that there should not be any unnecessary loss of time at that critical 
period. 

Mr. Kaplan also referred to meet_ings which he had had with the 
Finance C~mmittee of the American Section of the Executive in which 
budget of the Agency had been considered and also the procedures followed 
with regard to some of the large financial transactions in which the 
Agency was engagedo He was hopeful that some unnecessary conflicts and 
delays which had occurred in the :past would be eliminated. Ur. Ka:_plan 
added that in the light of the difficult financial situation it was 
necessary to make a ~tudy of expenditures here and as far as possible 
to_ exclu~e overlapping. The Financial Committee had undertaken to 
look into this matter in the name of the ,-,hole Executive. It was neces
sary to review from the financial angle the ,-rork of the Zionist bodies 
in America. Just as_ had been done in the case of Palestine • 

A.L • 
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Strictly Oonfidentinl No. 2? 

MINUTES OF M~BTING 

~IC.lll SECTION OF THE EXECUTiv:J OF THE 

J]JWISli .AGENCY FOR PALESTINE 

June 9, 1947 

A meeting of the Amerie~n Section of the Executive of the Jewish 
Agency for Pnlestine ltas held on 1-!onday, June 9, 1947 at 11:00 A.M. at the 
Ne,.,, York Office of the Jewish Agency for Palestine, 16 ~st 66th Street, 
New York City. 

EXECUTI~ 1-Inm::RS PRZS:J!TT 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver (presiding), Mos~e Shertok, H~im Greenberg, 
Mrs. S~el .Halprin, Eliezer Kaplan, Moshe Shapiro. 

NO~ CIRCULA'nm ]Y U.N. SEC~TA.~Y-G~ 

A letter was read which had been sent that morning to the Secretary-General 
of the United Nations containi11g observations by the Jewish Agency on the cir
culation by hil:l of the 3ritish note with regard to 11 illegal immigrat1on 11 • A 
copy of the .Agency's letter had also been sent to the Chairman of the Special 
Committee which tras about to have its last meeting before leaving for Pales
tine (letter on file) . 

DISCUSSION UITH NOlr-ZIONISTS 

Dr. Greenberg re~rted on n conversation that Mr. Neumann and he had had 
with Judge Proskauer. In conclusion it had been suggested thfl.t a tentative 
draft be prepared by · t:1e .1.\gPncy for furt:1er discussion with the non-Zionist 
re,resentatives. +t uas resolved thn.t further inforr.in.tion be sought from 
the Jerusalem er.ecutive on a memorandum which ha.cl been prepared by them. 

UNlT:::ID :JATIOUS MATERIAL 

A discussion took place on nction to be tru:en to place on a nore regul~ 
b:,.sis the recei~•">t by the Agency of clocumentation of the United Nations and 
also ,,,1th reference to the appointment of n lia.ison to the Special Comni ttee. 

:BOOK on S~ClAL S~SSION 

,Approval was given for the idea of the prep['.rn.tion by Dr. Robinson of 
a book within the next t,·,o months der.ling in sone detail wit:1 the proceed
ings at the S~ecial Session of the Assembly on Pnlestine. 

ACtIOI' A'.BROAD 33101D S:J?TJI rs:J:{ S3S SION 

The que~tion was raised wtth regard to n.ction in various countries 
abroad in preparation for the September Session. 1be proposal for a visit 



• 

• 

• 

-2-

by Miss Kirchwe1 to Austral 10. ,,,as ,·relcr:,med. A report was also received on 
conversations by I-la.jor Comay with the Australian, South African and New 
Zealand repres~ntntives in ~'lashington and at the Uni tecl lTa.tions. It was 
sugr,ested th~.t the ,,,hole question of contacts abroad be remitted to Mr. 
Neumann and Dr. Greenberg as a sub-committee of the Dxecutive for further 
detailed consideration. 

R:JiUG:E TRAl{SIT 

A repo:rt was given on the problems arising in connection "'i th the de
parture from the .Americ~ Zone of DP 1s and their trnnsit through 8djoinine 
territories. 

,, L 
Ae • 
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STRICTLY C01ITIDE1TTIAL NO. 28 

MHIDTES OF MEET ING 

AMERICAN SECTION OF THE EXECUTIVE OF TJiE 

JEWISH AGEl:JOY FOR PALESTiliJE 

June 16, 1947 

A meeting of the American Section of the ExecutivP- of the Jewish 
Agency for Palestine was helcl. on l!onc1ay, June 16, 1947, P.t 12:00 F.H., 
at the Ue\·l York Office of the Jewish Agenc:r for Palestine, 16 East 
66th Street, New York City. 

EXECUTIVE lIE?IBERS PRE:S::3:TT 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver (presiding), Hayio Greenberg, Emanuel 
l~eunann, lioshe Shapiro. 

SHZKEL RElIITTAlTCES 

It was re:_:,orted thv,t A, cormunication ha,d been received fro:r.1 the 
Organization Department in Jerusalem reo .. uesting that action be taken 
with reference to a Shekel ca.mpaign this year and to the question of 
Shekel remittances from America in general. The ZOA and Hadassah 
hr:1,rl failed to rer.1i t Shekel monies for the current yeHr on the ground 
that the other organizations were not taking action in regard to 
their c1ues. After discussion it was agreed tha.t a meeting of the 
)e.rti es re~)resented on the Shekel Board should be convened and the 
natter discussed; also, thfl.t attention be drawn to the difficulties 
involved in conducting cam~)a.igns both this year and next year, and 
suggesting as an alternative that at an a)_)ro:9ria.te time a single 
can)e,ign to cover a two-year Shekel be instituted. 

LIAISON OFFICERS 

A cable from Jerusalem was read as follows: 

FOR ItEMBERS EXECUTIV!j EBAN EOnOWITZ TODAY AP?OE\TTED 
BY EXECUTIVE LIA! sorr OFFICSRS AL.RE.AD::- :t!TTZRED THEIR 
FUUC':'IOHS STOP ALL TSOUGHT r:r YIBW :RESTRICTED SCOPE 
LIAISOlT AHD LEVEL GOVEiUTHEl1TAL LIAISOr AP?OI1:'rTMElJT 
H3HBER EXECUTIVE Il!.ADVI$A-,"3LE STOP C3RTAI27 UISGIVIl'7GS 
EXPP3SS!ID NE1'lYOBX 'tITifSHARED ~RD STOP COin!ITTEE HE:STING 
GOVJRJ:1·IBl~T TOIIORROW VI;]W IBARilm !ACTUAL ACCOUlJT 
STRUCTU3D JJn:r:TISTRATIOl{ Alm GJ1t-n? .. AL I!ITORHATIOU 
3:EGA.i.wil-JG COlJ~u!tY STOP Sil!ILAR lC3TI11G i·:ITH us TUESDAY 
STOP ::SOTH HE:STIHGS CLOS:rill PtJ:?.::LY Ii.ITO?J IATIVE :~o 
Q,UESTIOlTS J?OLICY DISCUSSAELS STOP CO!ll'IIT:'EE THEaEAFTER 
TOUR COUlTTRY :SE ACCOl!PA~TIED BY US IH PLA.C:SS JEWISH 
I:~TEREST. 
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COINERSATIONS IN LOlIDON 

It was agreed tiw.t P Cl;',ble be sent to the Executive requesting 
inforl:18.tion on conversations, if e,ny, which Dr. Goldt'IB.nn fl,nd Hrs. 
Ueyerson :may have he.d, when in London, with menbers of the Government. 

BOOK BY lffi. SCIDJCHTH&T 

It •ra,s agreed that the Agency should 11P..rtici:pate in the _Jublica
tion of the second volume of trr. Schechtme.n I s work on ,opulat ion 
trpnsfers. 

DISCUSSI01?S WITH :TO!T-ZIOlTIS'!S 

A re,ort 1,m,s r::1A.de on n r.1enorpn0.um received fror:: the Jerusalem 
Executive on the reorganizatio~ of the Jewish Agency. In this con
nection, Dr. Greenberg n110. Hr. lTeur.u:i.nn had hacl. , conversation with 
Judge Proskauer vho had suggested that a tentc1.tive encl inforr.1al 
nemorandu.r.1 should be prepP,red for purposes of discussion. It was 
agreed th.~t Dr. Robinson should 1n·epare o draft and thRt the natter 
sh ould be followed U) by Dr. Greenberg and IIr. l!e'1.lnfl.nn as a sub
co□ni ttee of the Executive. 

• CIRCULATior; BY HR. LIE OF :SnITISH HEHORA11DUII 

• 

Following a a.iscussion on the e,ction previously ta.ken on behalf 
of tr..e Agency with reference to thA circulation by Ur. Lie of the 
British note with regard to 11 illegDl imnigra.tion11 it wa,s ~.greed thB,t 
at an early opportunity a menber of the Executive should call on Mr. 
Lie. It was also a.greed that an inquiry be directed to the Jerusalem 
Executive with regard to the idea of send.ing a letter of our own 
to the r.1ember States of the United l~ations, dealing with the 
British action, and once more presenting the case for Jewish refugee 
immigra t ion. 

ARAB :BOYCOTT 

It was P.gread that a memorBndum be :prepared for possible act ion 
by the Jmergency Council discussing the real neaning to be attached 
to the boycott. 

A.L • 
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STRICTLY CO~'FIDil~IAL NO• 29 

HINUTES or 11EETING 

AHERICAU SEOTIOll OF TH: EXECUTIVE or THE 

JEWISH·AGDOY FOR JALESTil~ 

July 14, 194? 

A meeting of the Ameri~n Section of the Executive of the Jewish 
Agency for Palestine waa held on Moncla1, July 14, a·t 11:00 A.H., at 

· the office of the Jewish Agency for 1aleetine, 16 •st 66th Street, 
?Tew York City. 

E.:·~CUTIVE HEUBDS PRESD'? 

Dr~ Abba Hillel Silver (presiding), Ha:yim Greenberg, Hrs, Rose 
Halprin, F,manuel ,Neumann. 

UNITED NATIONS ltA.TTERS 

A cable dated July 10 fron rtr. Shertok in Jerusalem expressing _ 
great co~cern at the attitude of the Australian members of the United 
Nations Special Oor.r.iittee and making sugge~tions fGr action here waa 
re:>orted. Steps had been taken by the New York Office to arrange for 
Hiss Freda Xirchwey to conr:nmiea te with Dr. Evatt, the Austre.lian 
Hinister for ]lxternal.Affairs. Dr. Evatt was at :,resent on his way 
to Japan but ltiss JCirchwey ho~ped to cor.n:1unice.te ,.,ith him either by 
cable or by telel:>hone. A communication had o.lso been sent to the 
Zionist Federation in Sydney. 

A brief report was given on develo~nents in connection with 
the Special Oonr.iittee and was followed by a discussion on the 
application of T~e.nsJordan tor admission to the United lations .. 

LETTER FROI-I GllEK AI IBASSADOR 

A letter, dated J'u.ly 17, · i947, from the Greek Ambassader and 
Delegate to the United Nations, dealing with the claim of the wife of 
a former Greek Foreign Secretary to propert~r in Tel-Aviv wa• read.-
It was resolved that an apprepria~e acknewle~emen.t be sent and that 
the matter be remitted to Jeru1a1em since there was no possibility of 
determin1Dg the facts in New York'. 

LETTD FBOH STA~ DIPARTMENT RJ: HUFT I 1 S DOCUUENTS 

A further letter from the State Department to the lklergency 
Council regarding the publication of documents relating to the wartime 
activities of the Hutti was repo,rted. The view was expressed that in 
the light of that letter there vas little or no prospect of obtaining 
the publication of ~hese document• by the State Department in tim~ for 
the September ••••ion of the United Nations. It was clee.r that , a 
fu,J-'1ter di~ect approach would not be effective. At the satie time, it 
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was felt that such assistance as night be obtained from friends in 
Washington should be reserved at this time for other matters and that 
this thought be conveyed to the Council. 

SITUATIOli IN' WASHINGTON 

Dr. Silver reported that ow.· effort to get the Administration to 
declare itself more concretely and specifically as regards its position 
on the main issue had not been successful. The State Department had 
taken the line that a restatement of its position at this time might be 
regarded a• an attempt to influence the Special Committee and was in
advisable. At the same time, an assurance had been received from Hr. 
Harshall tha~ the Government would not confront us with a fait accompli 
and would call us in for consultation before announcing or restating 
its position. In the course of further discussion it was s~gested that 
even if the American Government does not make a nublic announcement of 
9olicy at this time, there were other ways of getting it to show its 
hand. Without public pressure e.nd public demand, the officials in 
the State Department would continue freely to pursue their own hostile 
line. It was further suggested that nore must be done to persuade t~e 
United States Government that the national interest wo~ld be served by 
a ~ro-Zionist solution in the light of its oil and nilitary strategy. 
Also that Senator Vandenberg should be spoken to a.gain. 

In this connection Dr. Silver r~ported on corres,ondence which he 
had had with the.Senator which indicated that while O?l)OSed at this time 
to public action, which he felt l!light irn-pair the effectiveness of 
anything he night later seek to do on the Palestine issue, he was 
definitely anxious to be hel?ful at the appropriate moment. It was 
proposed that inas:r.ruch as the Senate Foreign Relations Comnittee is 
now meeti~ regularly with Secretary Marshall in executive session 
that it should be suggested to the Senator that the Palestine issue 
should be brought up in one of these meetings for discussion. 

LETTER FROll JUDGE RIFXIND 

A letter from Judge Rifkind was read informing the Executive of 
a proJosal for the printing of the brief prepared under the au■pices 
of the legal conu:1ittee at the expense of the members of that committee 
"for use in connection with such fruitful purposes as may appear." 
It was agreed that there was no objection to such publication. 

Ueeting adJourned at 2:00 P.M • 
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HIHUTES OF I!EETE-;G 

AlIERICA!: SZCTIOlI OF THE ::mCUTIYE OF THC 

J~WISH AGZ~TCY FOR PAL::JSTI:ra 

July 21 • 1947 

A r.ieeting of the Anerican Section of the Executive · of the 
Jewish Agency for Palestine was held on Honday, July 21, at 11:00 A.U~, 
at the office of the Jewish Agency for Palestine, 16 East 66th Street, 
lrew Yorl-: City. 

EXECUTIVE lulnlBERS PBZS:::l~T 

Dr: Abba Hillel Silver (presiding), Hayim Greenberg, Mrs. Rose 
Halprin, 2:nanuel Neumann. 

REPORT BY HR. ARYEH ESCHEL 

Mr. Aryeh Eschel, of the Political Department of the Jewish 
Agency in Jerusale~, who was in New York enroute for South .Anerica, 
was welcomed to the meeting. Hr. Eschel re:,orted on developments in 
Palestine in connection with the United Nations Special Connittee and 
on the ~ersonalities and attitude of the Committee members. (Report 
on file) 

SEIZURE. OF TEE "EXODUS 1947" 

Hr. De.niel Shind re:'Jorted on news received in connection with 
the seizure of the EXODUS and a discussion ensued on possible 
action. 

AGE1IDA Oi S:iJCOiID REGULAR SESSIO:t: OF mnir:m lTA~IOllS ASSEIIBLY 

Dr. Robinson reiJorted on the Provisional Agenda of the 
forthcoming session of the Assenbly \,ihich ha.d been nade :,ublic on 
July 18. The Agenda co~prises 45 iteos and includes three itens on 
Pe,lestine - nur.ibers 21, 22 a,nc1 23. iiost of the earlier itetls are of 
an introductory and forr.tal character, so that Palestine is likely 
to come on at a fairly early stage. Iten 2i consists of the 
request of the United Kingdom's, of April 6, to put the question of 
Palestine on the Agenda of the Second Regular Session~ Item 22 is 
the re1Jort of the Special Cornni ttee on Palestine. lo. 23 is o.n item .. 
submitted by Iraq and Saudi Arabia and calls for the termination of 
the Palestine Hand.ate end the recognition of Palestine's independence. 

lb·. Epstein reported that the :Sri t ish were doing their best to 
obtain the admission of Transjordan to . membership of the United Nations 
at the coming session and that they apparently had the support of the 
Ar.ierican Government in this connection. 
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UNITED ltATIONS SPECUL CO!IIITDE 

A telegram from Palestine was J"ead from which it a.ppeared that 
the majority of the Oommlttee seemed to be thinking along lines of 
partition and the eatablishmeht of a Jewieh State, but that there 
were serious dangers with regard to the area proposed and ru.ao in 
connection with the inei~tence bf sone members that the Arab and 
Jewiah areas be combined 1n a fed•ral state. 

WASRINGTON REPOaT 

Ur. Epstein reporte~ on develo)r.ients in Washington and referred 
to the greatlf increa.&ed itd'luenoe c: ltr. Loy Hend.erson in connection 
with the Palestine issue. Be also re~orted on convarsations which he - • 
had had with a senior official in the War Departnent. The latter had 
referred to a oemorandUT.1 submitted to the Chief of Sta.ff by Judge R. 
The War Department representative had expressed the 01)inion that the 
rnemorandum stated our case clearly and well but he warned that present 
thinking on strategy in the Hiddle East held that if war came within 
the :p.ext two or three yeai-s the whole area. would have to be eve.cue.tad. 
He suggested that that ~ossibility was not ta.ken into account in this 
r.ienorandum. The Departr.ient was ve~r r.iuch interested in keeping the 
l!iddle East in a state of peace. At the same time, the official 
indicated tha.t 1 t \te.S only by a miracle that Syria and the Lebanon 
had survived their first year of independence in view of the internal 
state of affairs in both countries. He himself was a supporter of 
the idea of Greater Syria~ They had ha.d· a considerable discussion 
on ~ossible solutions a.nd, in particular, on the question of a 
transition period ln the event of a decision to establish a Jewish 
State. 

Hr. Epstein e-cphaaised the importance of doing everything 
~ossible at this ,t~~e while decisions are in the making to infl',¥9nce 
and inform lea.din« r.umbers of the Government. Among those whose 
opinions counted"\fere, · 1n addition to the Secretary of State and 
some of hie assistants, Secretary of the Navy Forrestal and also 
Hr. Harriman. We would also have to seek the active support of the 
White House. He thought that the tine had come to develop a r:18.Jor 
publicity ~ctivity, and conclwied by drawing attention to the growing 
Arab activities, not only in this country- but, core particularly, in 
South America. 

In the cowse of the discussion which followed, Dr. Silver 
stated that it was highly desirable to obtain the infon:ied help 
of the Senate F~reign Relations Cot1t1ittee •. Also that things were 
being done with the help of the limergency Council to organize 
favorable sentiment throughout the country. A petition vas 
circulating anongst Christian ministers and an impressive document 
had been i:1repared for signature bf the Governors of States to which, 
so far, 23 sigJ:$.t'UfeB had been obtained and probably another 10 w9uld 
be received in the course of the coning weeks. The forthcoming 
public clemonstl'8.t ion at Uadison Square Park would also be helpful. 
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There waa a reference to the work of the Latin American Department of 
the Agency- ana Mr. Ep1tein wu a•lmcl to arranp for Dr. J'oi\man to giTe 

• full time to the work of the Acenq in the coll1-. period. 

• 

• 

GIJ'! TO }IR. '.ROJERT lTATHAN 

Approval waa clTen for the pircba1e of a cift tor Mr. ltol>ert Nathan 
on the occaeion of hie •rrlap. 

JEWISH QSTITOTIOJr OOMMISSlOB 

I~ cotmeo lo~•~ tlw ,,tu1l1haen• of he ievhh !elfltuttoa 
0~111.ioa ,u .1.».t. ant the .l'ewlah A.t,Jna, !lad. &0'694 to tilt ff,l,.t,1'a1i• 
men\ o., a .Joi.alt a.~ on. th, baai■ ol A tijoe!t i7 eacb oi $12,4'00 
for operatinc upeneea. P~nt ot the lepo1il vu .. a,prove4. Dt • . ~ 
was further authorise~ ae repna~Jl\&t1Te ot ,he A«enflf o~ ~ !oa!'1 ef 
the Commlaaion to act in connection with a 1111b-contract that ie tc be 
signed with the Ou'itural l'econstruc·tion Joundation with reference to •• 
the acquiaiti"on for Palestine of large-DWDbere of books of Jewish interest 
which the American Army' is re~ to turn oTer. 

ACTior IN WIB ~ICA .. -~ ... - ... 

Dr. Greenberg _referred to t;he. ait~tio~ in Latin_ America, w~re he 
felt that there ha4 been 1ome deterioration in our po•i~ion of recent 
weeks. On the other hand, t~ Arab.• were greatly .~ncreuing .~heir 
propaganda actiTitiea. After ■ome diecuaeion it was agreed that a con
ference of leadinc Z1on1st1 from varioua _Latin .American countriea be 
called in Mexico City ln the aeoon4 week of Aucuat at which Mr. Ellahu 
EpateJn ahould ~• pre1ent and 1h9uld report. It wu al10 suggested that 
Mr. Eechel an4 poesibll' other, from Paleatine should be uked to Tielt 
different countrie, in South America. 

Meeting adjourned at 2130 P.M • 
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MINO'l!mS or Mml!ING 

AMEi:?IOAlT SECTION o:r TD IDCU'.rIVE OJ m 
JEWISH AGDCY J'OR PALESTID 

Aueu,at Si 1947 

A meeting of the A.mei-ican Soctiol\ of the Execu.tiv6 of the Jewish Agoncy-
for Paleatino was held on Tuosday1 August S, at 11:00 A.M., at tho offico 
of the Jewish Aconc7 foi- Palostino 1 16 East 66th Stroot, New York Cit7. 

:a:mcm~ MEMBIRS ms:mNT ·- ~ .. 
I>r. J.bba Hillel Silver (presiding), ~im Greenberg, Mrs. :Pose Halprin, 

Emanuel E'Pumann. 

EXODUS 1947 .... .... ... 

A cable had.°·bcon rccoivod from Mr. Linton in }-18.rseilles with reforoncc 
to develop!Onta rocard.!ng tho ?DUS i-ofug~os. A !oport ... waa given o~ .... 
aotio~ take~ in ___ this ~o~otipE., includi~ roquosts to prom1P.ent .Americans 
to seP-4 wires to ... tho 13:ritia~ Pr!me MinistP,_r, the ArchP.ishop of Cante.rbur7 
and Pro!idont Trwnan. Mr. Mu.rrq had agreed to send a t!legram to the 
loaders of tho :British Labor Party, but Mr. William Green's initial reaction 
to tho request mado to him had "boon a negative one as a result of tho view 
he bad takon o:t tho hanging Qt tho two :Bri tish ___ Serseant!• .. 

... Among thoao""·who had boon as!Od to help woro Mr. :Baruch ~ Mr,.-l'ra.nk 
l3uxton. Tho ltiorgoncy ___ Council was activ£_ in t.r7ing to obtain ~itorials. 
Dr. Wise had ooammicatod with Mrs. Ogdon t,ood about an editorial on tho 
subject of __ tho E~US rofU&OOS in \ho Uiro.ld Tri'buno. An eillorial which 
eubsoquontl.7 appeared, howovor, waa dovotod moatly to tho terror and not to 
thoso aboard tho prison ships. Tho Amo~ican Jewish Commlttoo had boon con-
tactod ?.cl had- issuocl. a holpfu.l atatomont to tho P.Ublic proas. ... .... 

·- .... .... A report was also givon on a tolophono convoraation with Dr. Snoh re-
garding tho attitude of the Frondh authorities. 

-•♦ .... ... -· .. 

Tho Chairman !'OJ?Ortod on ! discu.ssiP.n which t!r• Loo Sa.ck had ha.cl in 
Washington with M~. Loslio !ifflo. Socrotary of tho Democratic Party in tho 
Senato and a oloao friond of President Truman. Mr. ~ifflo had BUbsoquentl.1 
discussed tho Paleatino issuo with tho Prosidont. . ... ... ..... ,,.. -· 

Dr. Silver also··r.oP.Rrtod on a aatiafactoey talk which he had had tbo 
provious woelc with Mr. John Foator Dullos. While Mr. Dullea would bo one 
of tho Un1to4-Statoa rop!<)aontativca at tho n2xt .... moating of. tho A11emblJ' 
and while ho wo~d b9. bouiul to accopt Stato Dopartmont diroction on tho uso 
of h:Le vote, ho had novortholoe1 maclo it cloar !o the Dcp§rt~nt that ho 
~ not b~ a. l'\l'bbor s~aJIIP and Jll)!St 'bo entitled toe. voice in tho aotual 
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docis!on. In d!•CU1!iDC tho Paloatino isauo, Mr. ~loa romarkod that ho 
had mot with aomo pcoplo the ... othcr c1q who had tri?d to i!!Pr0!8 him with 
tho !:rab mllitar7 atrcncth and t~ posaibility of. t!'Oublo in ... Pal£atino 
abou.14 tho United Nationa agroe on a solution favorable or partially 
favorable to the Joriah causo. Mr. Du.llea was fric~ and romarkod that -ho had holpocl obtain tho inclusion of tho Palostino plank in tho Ropubli-
can pJf:tf orm. ... .. . .. 

... -»r1. ... Silver also cxpoctod to moot vi th Mr. Vandonborg in Washington ... on 
his rotu.rn. In addition, Mr. Swopo had undortakon to suggost to tho 
Secretary of State tho advisability of diacussing Paloeilno with Senator 
Vandonborg. ... ... _ ... _ 

It was roportod further that Mr. Epstein was -to havo ... lunch that day 
with Mr. Wi~ns in tho State DOP§rtmoP.t and __ latc.r. wi!h Mr. Biles. 

.. . ... 
A tologram, dated July 21, from Ur. Shcrtok rogardinc difficulties 

which had ariaon in connection with the attitude of tho Y~alav mombor .. -· -· .. 
of tho S-pecial Ooeittoc was ro!(l and a report ,1v9..n on~ conversation 
which Mr. Epa!oin ~ had that morniy with tho Yugoal.§v roproao~tativo 
in Washington. Arre»,omonts were boing ma.do for Mr. Shortok to pay a 
visit to !olcrad.o; Dr. Snoh had und.ortalcon to visit Warsaw and Pragu.o. 

ENLA~ED JEWISH AGENCY - ... 
~- ·-Tho matter was again raiaod of action with regard to tho_.ro_gonstitu-

tion of tho onlargod Ago~c7. It waa suggested tbat .. ~if tho Amorican J.~wish 
Oommittoo was unwilling to go aboad at this timo non-Zionist rc11rosonta
tion should bo sg.U&ht throU&h tho medium of tho Amori,?n Jewish Oonforonco 
and other bodies. Tho possibility that tho ... statua of tho. Executive ~ight 
bo impU&nod on grounds of constitutionality at tho forthcoming mootin& 
of !ho United Nations was omphasi1od. After a full diacu1sion of various 
possibilitioa in tho light of tho constitutional position, it was docidocl 
to rocommond to tho Actions Oommittoc that a mooting of tho Council of tho 
Jowish ~onc7 be convonod and that a call to such a mooting, or a roquost 
to tho-·eo:ohairmon of tho Council 'to 188\10 a call, bo mado for tho ond of 
Octo'bor or tho ... bog!nnin& of November of .. ~this year. ... 

It was further suggoato4 that after tho Executive or tho Actions -· .. .. 
Co!!JDittoo mootiy takos tho forma.! stop of announcing that tho 09.un_P.il 
of th£ A.goner will bo convonod and upon tho return of tho ExocutivP. fr.om 
Zurich, tho Amor,!can Jo,fi!h Conforcnco might issue a statement or wri to ___ a 
lo!tor to tho .Ago~cy_calling its attention to th£ f!ct !h!t !• tho roproaonta
tivo bo~ of .Amo,.lco.n Jewry they would like to consult with tho A.goner t'O

prding plans of roorganization of tho Agency for propor roprosontation of 
tho Amorican Jewish commu.nit? • ..... 

,..In e441tion, it was agreed tllat Judge ~othonb2rg should bo askod to 
ontor into initial discussions with tho loaders of tho non-Zionists and 
oXRlain to thom tho nocossi ty, by way o!_ a d_2monstra.~ion at tho t-imo that 
tho United Nations will bo diacusaing Palestine, of announcing arrangomont■ 
tor a mooting of tho Council in November. Dr. Silver addod that tho mooting 
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o'!_ tho AmoriC!ll Jowiah Conforonco weulc! be a VO?'f important ono and that 
they should 'bo gt von evo17 oncouragolllOn\ and au;pport in makinc of 1 t a 
gt-oat domonstNLtion. 

DP0M :SY OSCAR GASS -· ... -
.... Mr.• Oscar Ge.as, who had spont sovoral woolaJ in Paiostino mic1 who ho.cl 

just .r.oturnod, wo.s wolcomod to tho mooting by tho Otai!'mazi. Mr. Ge.ss gave 
a roport on oconomic and political e.apocte of tho situation in Pa.lostino-. 
(Report on filo.) 

ADEST OF THREE JEWISH MAYORS AND OTmlRS ll~ PALESTINE -· -
It wa.e ngrood that co.blos bo e.Mrossod..,. in bohnlf o-f tho American 

Section of tho Exocutivo of tP.o Jowiah Ae9.ncy, to tho arroato~ ~rs 
i~ividue.!!7 Md o.lao to the Vaod Leumi expressing tho indignation of tho 
Aceney at tho action of tho Jritish authorities and its support for tho 
persons nr'.l'."Ostod. 

VISIT OF CONGRESSMAN CELLER TO I?lDIA Am> P.AIESTil!E .. .. -· 
It was agrood that Consrca!.~n Coller ahoB,ld bo invited to visit India 

and Paloatino. Tho quoa_~ion of nrranging for a delogation of other Congross
mon to visit Palestine was rofor,ood to tho Emorgoncy Council. 

ACfION IN SOtJ'J?E AM!RICA 
•• •• . .. 

.... .,.. ... .,... 
__ It was reported that tho proposnl !o hold e. gathor_!ng of loading .... 

Zionists from tho various Lntin-Amorican countries in Moxico would not bo .,.. ·- -· pi-ocoodcd with in viow of tho "'io Conforonco at which Mr. !off and a numbor 
of OU! loading f;ionde would bo in !ttondanco. In a44!tion to EOrsona mon
t1o:nocl in e. memorandum from Dr. ~oitman a.s visiting ~io ~t the time of tho 
Conforonco, it was •~ostod t~t Mr. Chill and Dr. Pires, of Argentine, a.n4 
also Miss Molson ahoulcl attend tho mooting; alao that Mr. Tulin bo invitod 
to go down to Rio f O'r. tho Conf oronco. 

ABSENCE o:r MmM9bS or THE EDCUTIVE ... 

Tho ~1,-me.n pointed out ... that-a.a from ... _Augu.at 16 all mo!!bora ~f tho Execu
tive would bo away for at least throo vooks. ~oaponsibilit7 for tho affairs 
of tho Amorican office would rest, in their absence, with Mr. Lourie and 
Mr. Epstein. 

VISIT OF DR, LOWDERMIUC TO PALESTillE 
••• _. n• ••• .... ., .. 

I! was roportod that Dr. Lowdermilk was a.t present in lTorth Africa and 
would bo intoroatod to ma.kc a second visit to Pa.lcstino. It was ~..groocl to 
sponsor such a. visit, 

HAI'!l .... 
.. -..: ... ... .... .,... . 

Thora was a brief discu.ssion on tho aituo.tion which had dovolopod with 
roca~ to ro4'~1ona with tho roproaontativcs of tho Govornmont of Haiti. 
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It was acro2t that in viow of J.ho o.becn_!!O of tho mombors of tho"'Exocutivo 
the mattor would haTo to romain ovor until aomotimo in Soptombor and that 
thoao concori¥>4 1h2u].d bo informod acco,.-d.ingl.y. 

Mooting adjournod at 2&)0 P.M • 
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JIWISH AGINOT FOR P.ALJISTID 

September 17. 1947. 

A meeting of the Jmerican Section of the Executive cf the Jewish 
Agenc7 for Palestine we.a held on Wednesday. September 17, 1947 at 
11100 A.M •• at the office of the Jewi1h Agency for Pale1tlne. 16 East 
66th Street, New York City. 

EXECUTIVJ MD!DRS PRESENT 

Abba Hillel Silver (pre11d1ng) 
Rabbi \folt Gold 
Nahum Goldmann 
Mr1. Bose Halprin 
Hqim Q.reenberg 
Emanuel Neumann 
Moshe Shertok 

• • MARSHALL STATDfENT 

• 

The Bxecutive approved the text ot a releaae with reference to 
Secretary Mar1hal1 1a statement on Palestine at the General A1aembl7. 

BIPORTS FROM LONDON 

Report, from London indicated that the foreign affair, committee 
of the Labor Party had recommended the acceptance ot the recoaunendationa 
of the cajority repcrt of the U,N. Committee. 1'here vae apparently etronc 
opinion in favor of the evacuation of Palestine. field Mar1hal 
Montgomery ~as also reported in favor ot such evacuation. In the 41•
cusaion on the report• from London the view waa ezpreased that there 
wa1 a danger that the lritleh might attempt to e1tabli1h a bridge be-
tween the recom~endations ot the maJority and minorit7 report,. 

POSITION OJ' U,S. DILIGATIOI 

Dr. Silver reported that there were indication, that the American 
Delegatioa -,u,14 support the •aJorit7 report. Be al10 clrew attentioa 
to the 1tatement 1eeue4 by Gevernor 9ewey and mentioned that a atat► 
ment wuld be i11Ue4 \7 Senater Taft. He wu in touch wltll Senater 
Vaaden)u1 aDl ,ure vu a pe11i\lli'7 \hat~• lat,er vov.14 l11ue a 
1tat•enl 1a 1upport of the maJorit7 report • 
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A meeting would probably be held with Secretary Marshall. 

INTERVIE\1 WITH MR. MORGE?ffllAU. 

Mr. Shertok reported on an interview with Mr, Morgenthau. The 
latter had stressed the need to show the United States Government that 
it would have the approval of the great bulk or American Jewry if it 
endorsed the majority resolutions. He had urged that the Nazi affili
ations and war record of the .Arabs be shown up and that we continue the 
exposure of the Mufti in the public preaa and otherwise. He had 1~ 
dicated his interest in extended support of the JVA. 

• I WASHINGTON REPIRT. 

Mr. Eliahu E]:>stein reported on the influence the affair of the 
"Exodus" had exerted in the State Department. He also reported on an 
interview with·!en Cohen, as well aeon conversations with David Niles, 
Lovett and others. 

Mr. Epstein further reported that General Hildring would serve as 
liason between the White House and the U.S. Delegation. Robert Nathan 
had been asked by Hildring to assist him in his contact with Jewieh 
o~ganizationa. Loy Hendereon waa not likely to be in New York often 
during the U.N. session. 

The association of George Wadsvo!'!th with the u.s. Delegation waa 
viewed with concern by the Executive and the view was expressed that 

•, action should be . ta.ken to block his anti-Zionist activl ties. 

Mr. Epstein reported that instructions tad gone from the White 
Houae to the st·ate Department to publish the material on the Mufti, but 
he had rlb·t , yet heard what the response of the State Department had been. 

It wa• agreed that an effort be made to publicize further the 
material dealing with the Mufti - possibly thro\J.&h some large newspaper 
11J3dicate. ·It wae reported. that the Non-SectRrian J.nti-Nasi League was 
due to 1saue a new pamphlet on the subject. 

IIDRVUW WITH HE.AD OF THE EUR.ASION DIVIt,ION. 

Mr. Epstein reported on an interview with the head of the llw;-aeion 
Division of Military Intelligence in which the latter indicated a more 
favcrable attitude towards a Jewish State than had hitherto been the case. 

INTERVIEW lfITH TRYGVE LD 

Mr, Shertok reported on an interview which he had had with 1'rygve 
Lie who had indicated that the setting up of the NJ. Boe Committee would 
ape.ed up the discussions on Palestine. Lie took 1t for granted that the 
Jewish Agency weuld be admitted te the Committee and assumed that w~ 
,.,ould hAvo to mt.t)Q, a etat•ent fairly early. (Jull report on file~) 
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~RT OF CONVERSATION WITH OUYTON. 
'' 

Mr. Shertok relgyed a report from Mr. Zaslani of a conversation 
the latter had in Cairo on September 8th with !rige.dier Clqton. Clqton 
had remarked that the infiuence of the Mufti was on the decline and that 
it might be possible that the inplementation of the majoritr recommend
ations would not produce violent reactions in the Arab countries with the 
exception of Ira~. Clqton expreaoed 'anxiety leat the implementation of 
the Cor.nn1ssion 1s report play into the hands of the Rus1ian1. 

The view wa.s expressed b1 members of the Executive that it was 
important to ascertain where the USSR presently stood. It waa agreed that 
!artler Crum should be invited to come to New York for a few weeks. 

STAFF DURING UN SESSION 

It was agreed to allocate to members of the Executive and of the 
staf~respectively,responsibility for specific countries. A aub-committeo 
of two members of the Executive would be appointed to recommend en 
appropriate allocation. 

It was agreed to invite Mr. Berl Locker to come to New York, 

The following members of the staff of the Agency abroad would be 
available 1n addition to those al.reedy in New York: David Horowitz and 
Aubrey S, Etan. both of whom had. acted as liason officers w1 th UNSCOP; Eliaa 
Sasson who w~uld be useful for contacts with the Arabs; Michael Comay, of 
South Africa: Dr, M, Xahany; and Dr. Walter Eytan would co-ordinate the 
work at Lake Success. In addition.Mr. Toff was expected back shortly from 
Buenos Aires and Mr. Epstein would be coming to New York from the Washington 
office. 

ADDITIONAL OFFICE SPACE 

The need for a.d~iticnal office space wa.s indicated and a suggestion 
for a possible arrangement with the American Committee for the Weizmann 
Institute wr.ich occupies one of the floors was approved. 

EXCHANGE OF INFORMATION 

The need for a closer exchange of information between various 
sections of the Executive was stressed and Dr. Neumann relqed a request 
.tra!!l London on the subject • . It was suggested that Dr. Eytan should under
~a.ke- tlle preparation of information digests. The Emergency Council should 
be asked to eontribute information and an attempt should be made to obtain 
information regularly from London. It was suggested that al~ information 
sr.ould be circularized tc members of the Executive by Dr. -tan. 
. ' 

~ox !Y DR. RO!tNSCN ON "PALESTINE AND THI tm" 

The volume bad "P~- o,a . .okod.ulo ... .bt.d al.r•-.r bo'I.D e,ft10u.l«ri•«l 
alDot18 UN -I\olo~t-.1.une. 

• 
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MEETING WI'l'.H OTHER JEWISH ORGANIZATIONS . 

It was decided to convene a meeting on the following evening of 
representatives of the World Jewish Congress, American Jewish Conference, 
American Jewish Committee and .&gudath Israel. In the meantime the 
readiness of the Jewish La\or Committee to cooperate should be eounded 
out. The object of the meeting would be to give these organizations 
information and listen to any suggestions that might be made. The pro
posal that a delegation of Jeviah organizations and individuals see the 
President might be discussed at this meeting. 

DISCIPLINE 

Attention was drawn to the fa.ct that a me~ber of the Revisionist 
organization had made representations to the State Department. It was de
cided that a copy of the· reaolutions adopted by the Actions Committee be 
aent to the Revisionist organl1ation and the pertinent reaolution ■hould 
be quoted in an accompanying letter. 

It was decided to send a copy of the resolutions also to Hashomer 
Hatza1r. 

It was a.greed to have a. further meeting on the morrow at ll&OO .A .. M, 

The meeting adJourned at 1:45 P.M. • 
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MINUTES OF MEETING 

AMERICAN SECTION OF THE :IDDCUTI~ OF THE 

JEWISH AG!NCY FOR PALESTINE 

October 5, 1947 

A meeting of the Am~rican Section of the Executive of the Jewish 
Agency for Palestine was held on Sunday, October 5, 1947, at 9:30 A.M., 
at the office of the Jewish Agency for Palestine, 16 East 66th Street, 
Now York City. 

EXECUTIVE MEKBERS PRESEnT 

Moshe Shcrtok (presiding), Rabbi Wolf Gold, Hayim Greenberg, 
Mrs. Rose Halprin, Berl Locker, Emanuel Neumann. 

VISIT OF JUDGE PROSKAUER TO WASHINGTON 

Mr. Shertok reported on a number of interviews which Judge Proskaucr 
had hnd in Washington the previous Friday and also on his interview with 
Secretary of State Marshall in New York on Thursday. The interview with 
Secretary Marshall had been largely a monologue. Judge Proskauer had 
s-:;oken for half an hour without interruption. He had urged that it w0uld 
be more difficult for the United States to implement nothing than to 
implement something; that while the situation was difficult at present 
it would be more difficult a year hence and still more difficult two 

. years hence; and as regards implementation, that American participation 
did net necessarily mean the use of conscripted troops as volunteers 
would be readily forthcoming. At the conclusion of Judge Proskauer 1s 
statement, Mr. Marshall had thanked him for his helpful exposition and 
told him that he had nothing to say at that time but that he would like 
to see Judge Proskauer again later. He asked him to continue his talk 
with General Hilldring. 

In Washington Judge Proskauor had seen Mr. Lovett who said that' he 
spoke as a friend and supporter of the re,ort. Thoy resented very much 
the pressure campaign which was being conducted by the Zionists, but ho 
indicated that they would not let these feelings affect their action 
which would be in favor of the report. He referred to the attacks on 
ifadswortr.. and said that Wadsworth had no influence on policy whatsoever. 
He was necessary to thorn, however, as a contact ,,i th the Arabs and drew 
attention in this connection to the appointment of Hilldring as a 
spccifi~ contact with tho Jews. 
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Mr. Lovett was critical of the reference to Great Britain in 
Dr. Silver's speech. As regards the oil issue he denied warmly that that 
aspect had played a part in determining the State Department's conclusions. 

Mr. Lovett said that at this st8€e the question of the tactics to 
be pursued by the United States in seeking approval of the majority report 
was most important. It was 11 n1p and tuck" that there would be no two
thirds majority. The De,artrnent was canvassing discreetly the other 
dele.gations in this connection and it did not wish, by untimely inter
vention, to risk putting up the backs of some of the other states. They 
were working entirely with an eye to action, At the sat'le tine, Mr.Lovett 
indicated that the Governnent was keeping up their sleeve an alternative 
~lan if no two-thirds majority were achieved - a plan for interi~ action. 
He gave no indication as to its nature. Judge Prosk~uer remarked that 
Mr. Lovett spoke in very complimentary terms of Mr. Epstein. 

Judge Pro skauer had dined with Lord Inver chapel and had spoken in 
very critical terms of. Mr. Creech-Jones' statement that Britain would not 
participate in implementing a solution which did not nect with her approval. 
Lord Inverchapel hrul sought to convince him that if the majority report 
were approved by the United Nations and England's cooper~tion were sought 
that she would do her share. 

In general, Judge Proskauer had come back from Washington reassured 
as to the American position ,uld he was of the opinion that the campaign 
of wires and letters to theWhite House should now be checked • 

REPORTS OF TALKS WITH UN DEI3GA'l!ES 

A nur.iber of reports followed of conversations by vnrious ~embers of 
the staff with delegates of a number of countries, including the Netherlands 
( whose representative hnd obviously made R deep study of the problem); 
Sweden; Poland; South Africa (whose delegation, while definitely favorable 
in princi-ole, wns reluctant Rt this stage to come forward); Czechoslovakia; 
and New Zealand ( which apparently ha.d been much affected by .Creech-Jones 1 

statement nnd was not cor.initted at this stage to supporting the majority 
report). There was also a report on the attitude of the Aoerican Delegation 
which had net on Saturday to discuss the Palestine matter. The discussion 
was based on the assu."!1pt ion that America would support the majority report. 
Much of the talk had centered around the question of obtaining the necessary 
two-thirds majority Md also that of im""'.ller.rnntation. WadeYSorth was not 
present and apparently was not entitled to Rttend policy meetings • 
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Mr. Elias Sasson, who had just arrived from Palestine. reported 
on conversations he had had in Cairo with Brigadier Clayton and 
Mr. Philip Ireland of the .American Embassy. It was the Arab view 
in Cairo that the United States would not take up a definite attitude. 

DISCUSSION ON IMPLEMENTATION 
Dr. Goldmann said that on the basis of talks that he had had I 

with the Slavs he did not expect a decision from the U.S,S,R. one w~ 
or the other until they knew who would implement the recommendations. 
He felt that we should not press the United States itself to implement 
militaril1 

a) They would not agree to do so; and even if they did agree 

b) the whole Slavic bloc would in that event vote against 
the recommendations. 

As to the proposal that neutrals be invited to implement. in the 
event this were approved by the Assembly, it would nevertheless involve 
considerable delay. He therefore felt that the Assembly should request 
Great Britain while reducing her forces to implement the proposals with 
the help of some of the smaller states. 

Mr. Lourie reported Dr. Silver 1s view that it would be extremely 
ill-advised for us to recommend that Great Britain be entrusted with 
any major responsibility for implementation as that would immediately 
place the British in the position of being able to dictate the terms 
on which they would implement and would further enable her to sabotage 
any plan which was not to her liking. It would be preferable to seek 
implementation by the United States plus neutrals. 

Mr. Shertok agreed that any scheme of implementation which centers 
itself around Great Britain would place enormous bargaining power in 
British hands and this might be fatal, 

Dr. Neumann was also of the opinion that for Britain to become the 
central factor in implementing the Report would lee.d \!~ tn~o a tr11p from 
which there would be no escape. At the same time he did not see how 
in any case Britain could evacuate ,-.rithout handing over executive power 
to someone. It ~ould hardly just pull out and leave disorder in its 
immediate wake. It had vital interests which it had to protect - the 
pipeline and the Haifa Refineries - and which would have to be handed 
over to the care of some constituted authority. He felt that the British 
notice of evacuation was in fact a bludgeon intended to bring pressure 
upon the Jews and upon the Assembly to achieve its own objectives. It 
is conceivable but not practical that they would hand authority over 
to the Arabs and in fact their nosi tion was not as simple or as favor
able to them as might appear. They could .not afford to pull out and 
leave a vacuum. He felt that the neutrals and in particular the 
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Dominions should be interested to see a decent consummation of the U.N. 
deliberations. Reduction of the British forces in Palestine must in any 
case take time and the formula should be that during that time a mixed 
force of the U.N. should step in and help im~lementation pari passu with 
the British. He agreed that to urge American entry would an·tagonize the 
Russians. Dr. Neumann went on to say it was technically desirable to 
break the issue down into 

a) Internal security in a given area. This should as rapidly 
as poss1 ble beccme the responsibility of Jewish forces. 

b) Maintenance of fronti~which should initially be the business 
of an international force. In this connection he emphasized the import
ance of recalling to the minds of delegates the precedent of the Saar. 

Mr. Locker said that the British might announce the date of their 
withdrawal before any finality was reached in the U,N, just as in India 
they had done so before any agreement had been achieved between the two 
proposed states. Mr. Locker added that our criticism of Britain's re
fusal to implement might be read to mean that we really looked to the 
British to participate in implementation. He felt further that not only 
Britain but some of her associates whose help we needed were extremely 
sensitive to attacks en Britain at this time and that we should tone down 
our verbal assaults, He shared the view that it was undee ir able for us 
to press for American participation • 

Mr. Gelber commented with reference to Dr. Neumann 1s remark about 
the Dominions that Australia had stated publicly that it would not 
participate in implementing. 

Dr. Eytan felt that it would be fatal to the plan if either the 
.Americans or the Russians were asked to participate actively in implementing 
1, •. He agreed with Dr~. Neumann that withdrawal must necessarily be a 
gradual process and that elementary police duties must remain the task 
of a British force in Palestine as long as the British were there. Our 
plan should not envisage sending any new troops to Palestine. On leaving 
Palestine the J3ritish would have to make some provision even if it was 
only a one paragraph ordinance resigning authority. 1/hat we should there
fore aim at would be to ask the U.N. to organize a purely political im
plementation commission together ,-11th an adminlstrative staff to supervise 
handing over r>f powe:L· to the Jewish and. Ar?b states. The U.N. should not 
be asked for military forcec but should rely on the assistance of such 
military and police forces as are in Palestine at present or could be 
immediately organized. This would not be British implementation. The . 

. U.N.'s commission would, as a first step, seek the establishment of local 
security forces of Jews and Arabs in their respective areas which from day 
to day would take over further local duties. In a relatively short time 
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the Jews would thus assume responsibility in their area. If the Arabs 
refused to cooperate in the Arab area this might fall into a state of 
increasing la,,lessness from which they could be saved only by thei~ own 
action or by the entry of Trans-Jordan forces. 

Dr. Eytan emphasized that we could not count on the neutrals being 
ready and willing to send their troops to be shot at in Palestine. More
over from the purely Palestine view we know how difficult it is for the 
foreign troops to achieve an understanding of the complicated situation 
there. 

Mr. Eban said that it was generally agreed that if the British were 
predominant in implementation they would also be predominant in policy. 
Also we knew that the Chiefs of Staff have advised the Cabinet that 
implementation must be carried out in a manner which would not further 
antagonize the Arabs. 'Whether. however, we can go as far as suggested 
by Dr. Eytan and require nothing further from the U,N. than political 
control and direction depends on our estimate of our own military 
capacities. Be felt that neutral implementation was preferable to great 
power implementation. At the same time we must consider seriously the 
possibility of the Assembly ending without a final decision and a 
situation arising where the U.N. would not wash its hands of the situ
ation but seek some interim arrangement which might attempt to maintain 
the status quo or some modifications thereof. 

Mrs. Halprin expressed the warning that to accept Dr. Eytan1s 
statement was to lose sight of the possibility that we might not be 
a~le by ourselves to withstand Arab threats. Lawlessness would be 
most serious amcng the half million Arabs ,.,ho would be left in the 
Jewish area. The Trans-Jordan forces might be used against us and we 
might find ourselves in a most difficult military situation. It was 
her view that U.N,'s assistance on a substantial scale must.be sought. 
If this were so then the help of the small neutrals was not an answer 
and we would have to ask the larger powers to come in. It would be 
dangerous to lull ourselves into the belief that we could rely ex
clusively on our own forces • . 

Mr. Epstein said that acceptance of Mrs. Hal~rin 1s position would 
destroy at once any possibility of implementation. The extent of our 
military capacities was at present under most active consideration by 
our people in Jerusalem. The fact remains that unless we indicate that 
we will be in a pos1 t ion to maintain ourselves, 1£ need be• then vis ... a,... 

• vis the U.N, we are lost. Mr. ~stein added that the British position 
in Palestine remains a serious factor 1n 'l)ite of the anticipated 
evacuation because neither Russia nor the United States will readily 
see Britain replaced by the other and at the same time there will be 
obvious objections to the creation of a vacuum • 
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Dr. Robinson raised the question of the implementation also of 
the other parts of the Majority Renort such for example, as the clauses 
regarding an economic agree~ent between the st~tes, 

Dr. Goldmann clarified his original remarks. He felt that we 
should not come out officially and say that we would look for implementa
tion by the British. At the same time if such a request e~erged on the 
initiative of others it would be a desirable development. He felt that 
if :Britain said that it wants no part in implementation then we are in 
an impossible position because it meant that they would in fact not be 
prepared to maintain law and order while evacuating. Therefore we should 
aim to have the British, as long as their troops were still in Palestine 
and while in the process of evacuation, help maintain law and order. The 
Assembly should appeal to Great :Britain along these lines. 

Mr. Comay suggested that in dealing with delegates our answer to 
the questions frequently put by them viz: a) Can you handle the situation 
yourself? and b) Do you want U.N. participation? should, in lx>th cases 
be in the affirmative. There was a strong feeling among many delegations 
that it would be most undesirable to have Jews and Arabs left to fight 
it out themselves. 

?-tr. Comay further suggested that we should ask for a U.N. commander 
under U.N.'s authority to recruit forces on the spot. 

Mr. Horowitz said that his information from Mr. :Seeley indicated 
that the foreign office position was that there should be no implementation 
as long as Britain was evacuating. This might create a prolonged interim 
period and would be very dangerous. Moreover it might be succeeded by a 
kind of power vacuum resulting in a repetition of the Spanish situation. 
He believed that none of the great powers today could afford such a 
developl!lent - the creation of a kind of free-for-all in Palestine - and 
we too must resist this possibility. There were two other possibilities. 
First, that there would be no decision at this session on impler.ientation 
but an interim arrangement would be recommended supported by U.N. sanctions. 
This would create a very dangerous situation and must also be resisted by 
us. There remains then the question of implementation which itself called 
for answers as to who should ir.ipler.1ent and how. The idea that the big 
powers should impleoent might be very desirable but was well nigh impossible 
of achievement for reasons already given. So far ae the British were con
cerned in view of the position which they had taken up he saw no possibil
ity of British implementation. We must therefore fall back on the small 
powers. The task of a small power force would be 

a) Symbolic. The mere fact of the presence of U.N. represent
atives would decrease the probability of attack by the Arabs. 

b) Such a force might be soall but if well equipped and compris
ing technical formations could be of great importance • 
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The Jews have r.ianpower but not equipment and such a technical force 
might be er vital importance if sup~leoented by auxiliary Jewish nan
pwer. Mr. Horowitz threw out the ide~ of a U.N. force of .5000 with 
·tanks and SO planes supplemented by 50,000 Jews from Palestine. 

Mr. Shertok said that he believed that Mrs. Halprin 1 s pessimism 
was exaggerated but even if her fears are justified that does not resolve 
the problem. There is a question of tactics. SUppose that we are in 
fnct now ready. The most effective way to destroy ourselves would be to 
ap:p3 ar as suppliants in all our weakness, We must show that we are ready 
and can be more than ready given a little time. This does not require us 
to overstate our case but even if it looks like a gamble it would be the 
safest course in the end. At the same time we have to stress that the 
matter was one of international responsibility. It is the business of 
the U.N. to help achieve a solution. They should know however that if 
they are unable to act then we shall have to do so a.nd the responsibility 
of what happens will be that of the U.N. Mr. Shertok er.iphasized that even 
if the British evacuated as quickly as they could the process rm.1st take 
time and he distinguished between a U.N.'s deci~ion with regard to im
plementation of the Report and the maintenance by the British of law and 
order while their troops are still there. He gave~~ an exru:rple 
possible revolt in Palestine under the direction ot the Mufti immediately 
following a favorable decision on the Report by the U.N. Obviously 
whether they wished to or no the :British would have to react. 

Summing up further Mr. Shertok said that even while evacuation was 
goin·g on a Jewish force should be officially established. He doubted 
that we should ~ake any specific proposals with regard to international 
forces but could in private discussion indicate that a small international 
force could have a great symbolic value, that is to say, we must indicate 
that we recognize the possibility and even the desirability of an inter
national force but not its indispensability, and in any event if•we are 
to assume complete military responsibility we must be given facilities for 
arns and volunteers. 

Mr. Toff stated that the Assembly at present was working under the 
influence of 

a) Arab threats 

b) Mr. Creech-Jones' statement, and 

c) United States silence. 

If the Ar.lericans continue to ask who will implement any Report the 
South .American countries ,o.11 conclude that the United States does not 
want a solut,1on. So far as our own proposals are concerned we must 
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realize that the U.N. was not interested to create a Jewish army against the .Arabs. The question was, ~t this stage, to obtain the necessary sup~ort for the majority solution and not to concentrate on implementation. 

It was agreed that a sub-com~ittee consisting of Dr. Neumann, Dr. Goldmann, and Mr. Shertok should, in the light of the discussion, work out conclusions in written form. 

Meeting adjourned at 1:30 P.M • 
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October 15, 1947 ~ / t;k. 
NO~N A MEETIN~ THE AMERICAN SECTION OF THE EXECUTIVE OF THE JEWISH 
AG'.fNCY FOR PALESTINE, HELD ON TUESDAY, OCTOBER 14, 1947. 

The American Section of the Executive of the Jewish Agency for Palestine 
has received a number of urgent requests from Jerusalem within the last 
few days. These requests have been substantiated by reports submitted sub
sequently. These requests and reports mainly deal with the questions of 
security and defense. The Executive has given very serious consideration 
to these problems, since they are a ~art of the complex of questions that 
arise as events at the United Nations and in Palestine develop. 

The problems referred to above may be regarded as t hree-fold, namely, t he 
immediate, the interim, and the long range. 

These problems have to do with: 

(a) The recruitment of a small cadre of technical personnel. 

(b) The procurement of equipment. 

(c) The availability of adequate funds. 
) 

I 

.. 
The recruitment of personnel and the procurement of equipment are mainly 
technical problems which, although serious, are not insoluble. Their 
solution depends to a large degree on polit ical deci sions at the United 
Nations and in Washington, and availability of funds. Assuming that 
workable polit ical decisions will be forthcoming, the nroblem before us 
reduces itself to a strictly financial one. 

The immediate M.d most urgent financial problem is: 

(1) The availability of a $2,oao,O0O.OO fund to be provided by the two 
national funds in equal shares. This fund is designed to increase the 
domestic production potential .of our security forces. 

(2) The availability of 1,500,000 Pounds ($6,000,000.00) for operational 
uses in Palestine. This sum mu.st be secured from sources other than the 
normal channels of income, since all anticipated income in the foreseeable 
future from the Keren Hayesod is either earmarked for specific purposes, 
or heavily mortgaged to meet current loan obligations. 

The interim problem is the raising of a sum presently and tentatively 
estimated at $25,000,000.00 for the purpose of equipping an armed force 
of the proposed Jewish State. 

The long range problem is concerned with the availability of large sums 
that will be required in the developmental stage. With respect to this 
problem, it is not contemplated that the work of immigration, resettlement 
and economic expansion and d8velopment will or can be borne by the gifts 
that will be forthcoming through the United Jewish Appeal. Inter-gover~ 
mental assistance will be required. What will be required from us, how-
ever, will be large sums to tide us over the transitional stage and to 



14 

• 

• 

• 

-2-

provide the impetus to the expanded developmental projects that will have 
to be initiated at the earliest possible date . 

In this connection it may also be borne in mind that large dollar credits 
must accrue to the Jewish Agency if it will succeed in obtaining U.S. 
assistance in the form of loans and credits. Such contemplated loans 
and credit~in a magnitude of tens and even hundreds of millions of 
dollars required for the implementation of our program and amortizable 
over a long term, are dependent upon settle!JB nt in dollars. Thus our 
problem must be to provide the necessary dollars to form the hard core 
of our economic foundation. 

The Executive has considered various means of solving these financial 
problems. A number of suggestions have been offered, namely: 

(a) The utilization of J?!F reserves now held both in New York and Jerusalem. 

(b) An extensive separate fund raising ca.mpa.ign. 

(c) Private borro~~ngs from individuals. 

(d) Short term loans from banks in anticipation of current inco~e. 

(e) Assistance from the J.D.C. 

(f) Readjustment in the United Jewish Appeal campaign for 1948, both as 
to the target goal and distribution of funds . 

The mer:i.ts of the various techniques suggested have been discussed by 
the Executive. Plans for solving the immediate and most urgent needs are 
now under consideration. Emergency measures will have to be ta.ken. 

As to the long range problem, however, the Executive is of the opinion 
that none of the techniques suggested, with the exception of an enlarged 
United Jewish Appeal campaign for 1948, will serve the pu.rpoael The 
Executive feels that for 1948 the United Jewish Appeal should embark 
upon a campaign for $250,000,000.00. The keynote of this campaign 
should be 111'.AASER". The proceeds of this campaign should be distributed 
in a fashion designed to take care of the needs of the JDC and the USNA, 
and to provide the major portion for the needs of the United Palestine 
Appeal agencies. To this end the Executive has invited the leaders of 
the United Palestine Appeal for a preliminary eonversati8n in order that 
current negotiations now in progress with the JDC may be carried on on 
a realistic basis. In addition, Dr. Silver, on behalf of the Executive, 
has contacted Mr. Warburg for the :purpose of discussing with him and his 
friends the general over-all problems facing us in 1948. 

G.H . 
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HINUTl,S OJ' HD!lBG 

AHDICAN SICTION OF THE EIIOUTIVE OF THE 

JEWISH AfENCY FOR P.&wlSTINI 

October JO, 1947 

A ~eeting of the American Section of the Executi~e of the Jewish 
.Ageney for Paleatine wa• held on Thurada7, October JO. 1947, ~t 
4:00 P.11., ,-t the office o! the Jewith .Agene:, for Prtlestine, 16 Fe.st 
66th Street, New York City. 

lXECUTIVE l!DIBERS P~ZDT 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver (presiding), Rabbi Wolf' Gold, llahum Goldmann, 
Hayim Greenberg, Berl Locker, -.nuel NeUtlann. 

TRAlffiFER or ?IORTGAG:E 

Hr. Ha.tuner reported thpt he he,d cor.tpleted negotie.tions with the 
Ee.stern Life Insurance Company to place a mortgage on the building at 
16 East 66th Street for $25,000.00, at an interest rate of four percent 
over a period of fifteen years. This would replace the existing mortgage 
in favor of the WeizJ?iRnn Institute. It was agreed to RUthorize the 
transaction • 

INFORMATION CUTER FOR SCAlIDINAVIAN COUETRIES 

Mr. Hammer reported on a meeting which had taken place with 
Hr. Storch, who he.cl advocated the estpblishment of P.n inform,,tion center 
for the ScRndiDA.vian countriea 8nd the provisiGn b7 the American Section 
of the Jewish Agency of a budget for such office. After diacuasion it 
was decided to keep the pro:Jo•el in 11beyf\nce for the time being. It· we.s 
suggested thPt 1 t could be rf\ieed again at flll. le.ter ste,ge. 

INTERNAL C011FLIOTS IU THE YISHUV 

The Cha.irJDP..n drew ,t.ttention to disturbing inf•rmation he had 
received on this wbJect. After discussion it Wt'.a decided to coneunicmte 
with the Executive in Jerua~lem advising them of the deeJ concern which 
these develo:!_r.lents were prousing in America. The Executive in Jerusalem 
should be infor!!led thrt we ·rished to hr.ve full inform~tion · A.S to what 
w~s being done to correct the situPtion P.nd, in particular, what e,ction 
,.,m.s being t~ken by the Corn1 ttee of Three e.p:_Jointed at Zurich. It 
should be further indiCP.,ted thF-t the Americe.n Sect ion ~.d under con
siderrition ,. wggeation for the iasuance of fl .. atP.ter.ient P.nd t1'.rt we would 
like to ~ve the views of the :ZXecutive in JerusA.lem on this pro?osa.l. 

ST.A.TJHINT :BY t;. S • DZCJiOATIOU 

Hr. lle.throl r~rted thrt ij.S. Delep.tion wov.l.d, on the morrew, 
issue a stAtement on questions of implement~tien e..nd economic union. 
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CO!fiIITTEE ON CO!-TSTI'!'UTIOU OF JEWISH STATE 

Hr. Lourie drew attention. to the appointment of P, Committee in 
Jerus,=,lem to draft i:a, cons ti tut ion for the Jewish State. He mentioned 
that Professor Milton Hendler of Columbia University had indicated 
his readiness to be of assistence in a~v such r.1atter. It was agreed 
thPt a letter should be sent to the Executive in Jerusaler.1 indicating 
thR.t there were nva.ilable here persons such as Professor Handler who 
were competent ~.nd willing to assist in the te.sk of constitution 
dre.fting, if invited. 

LEGAL ADVICE 

It ~-"~-s re-_1orted t~ t a r.ienora.ndurn had been received :rom Professor 
L~uter:?echt on the cor.T)etence of the United N~tions to decide on the 
pa.rtition of Pe,lestine. It we.s suggested that this c'nc!. other r.m,teriB.l 
night be brought to the ~.ttention of Hr. Fahy, of the Anerican Dele
f ation. It was suggested that the help of Judge Rifkinc. ~nd Dr. 
Robinson should be invoked in this connection. 

DEVELO?ltElfTS AT THE UlUTED UA~!Ol:TS 

A report was given on the work of sub-connittee 2, and on other 
U.W. develo·.:>t1ents • • 

REQ,UEST FROH AHERICAH JEWISH CO?'.IFE:RJmCE 

A letter wes read from Hr. Louis Lipsky on behP,lf of the American 
Je,-,ish Conference a.sking the American Section of the Jewish Agency to 
gr~.nt a sum of $30,000 to enable the Conference to wind u:_, its work. 
After discussion, it was ~.greed the Chairman should be a.uthorized to 
acknowledge the letter explaining why the funds of the Agency were not 
available for the purpose even if the purpose in itself was laudable. 

SHEKEL BO.ARD 

Mr. Hammer reported a suggestion tha.t the Shekel :Board be provided 
with a budget by the Executive so RS to eM.ble it to transmit net funds 
intact. It was agreed thf'.t the attention of the Shekel Board be 
directed to the constitutional provisions relating to the use of such 
funds a.nd th~t they be asked to submit f'. budget for the consideration of 
the Executive. 

DR. · 1tAG11ES 

Rabbi Gold drew e.ttention to the address by Dr. Ha.gnes re,orted, 
under ver:, tendentious headlines, in tlw.t r.1orning's issue of the~ 
York Times. It ",as felt thPt it w111.s not feasible for the Executive to --- - .. ____ 
take any f\,ction in the r.lf),tter. 

lteeting adjourned at 6:00 P.H • 

A.L. 
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rti liitTT~S OF UEETIHG 

AMERICAN SECT!Oli OF TH] EXECUTIVE OF THE 

J!'1WISH AG~CY FOR PALESTINE 

November 2, 1947 

A meeting of the American Section of the Executive of the Jewish 
Agency for Palestine was held on Sµdny, lfover.1ber 2, 1947, P.t J:30 P.H., 
at the office of the Jewish Agency for Palestine, 16 East 66th Street, 
llew York City. 

EXECUTI~ HE?rBERS PRZSENT 

Moshe Shertok (presiding), Ra.bbi Wolf Gold, NA.hUM Goldmann, Ha.yim 
Greenberg, Urs. Rose Halprin, :Berl Locker, Emanuel Ne'UJ!lann. 

STATEHEHT OF AIIBASSADOR HERSCHEL JOHNSO!! on IHPUHEUTATIO?T 

~he Chairr:1.?.n re0 orted on the st2tement of im'Jlernentption mA.de by - -
Anba,sspdor Johnson, on October 31, 1947, on beh?lf of the United St~,tes 
Delegation, to the sub-cor.unittee p_nd referred Plso to the questions 
vhich ha.d followed this st~tement. An inf orr.ia.l sugr.; estion AA.d been 
trflnsr:iitted by us to the United StPtes Delege.tion f or the incor:?oration 
of rn flnendnent, by virtue of ,..,hich there would be ~n inr.,edipte tr?nsfer 
of authority in Pc1lestine to the Unit~d l?~tions if :Britain did not accept 
the American ·Jro·.Jo~al. - ... 

The view was ex)ressed by the neeting thPt if the United Ste.tes 
Delega.tion did not introduce the amendment, we should stimulate another 
deleg~tion to do so. Possibly such a suggestion could be ma.de to the 
South African Delegation. 

It we,s e.lso urged trw.t an e,tter.tpt be made to ensure thPt the Unitet 
States press for the acceleration of a British decision, 

Attention was dr~wn to the difficulties which might arise if we were 
called upon to assume control in PPlestine without opportunity for 
adequate prep?,ration e.nd equipment. The British authorities would be 
in a position to veto ~ny preparPtory steJ we took on the ground that, 
in their view, it might lead to disorders. It was therefore suggested 
that a plan be Horked out under which puthority be relinquished by the 
I,f8.ndatory to a provis ione.l Jewish government, progressively in res::,ect 
to one area e,fter another in Rccordance with ? pre-arre.nged schedule. 
The area of the Jewish StR.te r.1ight be divided into a number of 
~rovinces for this purpose, Thus, if Tel-Aviv and its environs 
constituted the first area to be entrusted to the centre.l Jewish 
euthority we t'1ould hP-.ve relRtively ee,rly a base for opere.tions. 
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It wa.s n.greed before p roceeding with this :)rO) osnl to await 

f urther ievelopnents. 

U.S.A. AlGlIDHEHT :10 ffi'JSCOP PROPOSALS OH CITIZ~HSHIP 

The Chairr.ian re:ported on ~.n c1,nendnent introduced by the 'C". S.A. 

Delegf.'.tion to the Ul1SC0P -:,ro-:)Osc".l for ci tizenshi "J. In terns of this 
- ~ -

nr:1endnent Arabs resident in the Je,,,ish State would opt for citizenship 

either in t he Ara.b Str' t e or in the Jewish St£1te but if they opted for 

ci tizenshi::, in the Arab St?.te the~, were req:u.ired to tp.ke up r esidence 

i n th?.t s ta.te, and vice-vers2, with Je,,, s resident in the Arab State. 

~he Cha.irnan stRted that the Political Advisory Co:1nittee had expressed 

09position to the amendment whereas the :Executive in Jerusalem wa.s 

pr e?c".red to su:p?ort it. Referring to one of the difficulties which 

it hnd been thoueht would militate against the American t:tmendr.ient -

the Ar~.bs opting for the Arab Strte might still refuse to le~.ve the 

J e.,-Jish State - Dr. N'eunann suggested thfl t to ov ercome this a clause 

mi ght be introduced that if anyone whc op ted for the citizenship of 

the other stat e did not tc1.ke up residence in thc1.t stat e \Ji thin a 

certain period of time his option would automatically lap s e . 7he 

view was ex-pressed t~.t if the American amendment came up for dis

cussion ~.nd we were called u:_1on to meke a st~tement irre should indicate 

th~t we had no particular interest in the ?.doption of that ~mendment 

but that, if it was adop ted, we suggested the inclusion of the further 

claus e relating to the l?}_'.)Se of the option • 

Heeting c1.djourned a.t 6:45 P.lI. 

A.L • 
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HHruTES OF MEETING 

JJ!ERICAN SECTION OF THE EXECUTIVE OF THE 

JEWISH AGZNCY FOR P.ALZSTINE 

November 5, 1947. 

A meeting of the American Section of the Executive of the Jewish 
Agency for Peles tine was held on Wednes~.y, November 5, 1947, a.t 
11:15 A.H., at the office of the Jewish Agency for Palestine, 16 ~st 
66th Street, New York City. 

EXECUTIVE I·@-[BERS PRESENT 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver (presiding), Rebbi Wolf Gold, NPhum 
Gol~ann, Hayim Greenierg, Berl Locker, Emanuel Neumann, !foshe Shertok. 

BOARD FOR RESTITUTION OF nwISH PROPERTY 

It was a,greed to nominate Dr. Goidmrnn B.s 8n additional repre
sentative of the Agency on thia Board. 

ADVISOR ON JE\'lISH AFFAIRS IN AIIERICAN ZONE 

It was reported tbfl.t a meeting of the five interested orgP.ni zEJtions 
would t~.ke pll!.ce on ThursdP:t pfternoon in order to discuss the re
commendation of e cuccesssr to Judge Levintha.1. Dr. Me~nn undertook 
to a.ttend this neeting on behrlf of the Agency. 

ATTITUDES OF DELF,GATiol;S 

ReJorts were given on the position of the Ethio,ian and Belgian 
Rnd ?rench Deleg~tions. 

REPoRT FROH WASHilTGTOU 

Ur. Epstein re~orted on the successful Balfour D~v Reception 
which had been organized by the office in Washington. He reviewed a 
number of talks which he had had with officials in Washington. 

REPORT BY DR. LAUTERBACH ON ORGA!'7IZATION HATTERS 

The Ch1t.irman st11ted that Dr. Lauterbach who was B.bo\.1t to return 
to Jerusplem wished to raise a number of matters with the Executive • 
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Dr. Lauterbach drew attention to a resolutioa! adopted at Zurich that the 
Actions Committee should be convened within a month after the termination 
of the present session.of the General Assembly. He wished to have an ex
pression of opinion from the .American Section for communication to the 
Executive in Jerusalem as to the date and place for such meeting. It might 
be desirable to send out a notice to members of the Actions Committee to 
keep themselves in readiness for a meeting. 

It was pointed out in a discussion which followed that it was 
difficult to predict when the debate on Palestine would conclude. It was 
suggested that January would be the rnost suitable month for the meeting 
and that Jerusalem should be the venue of the meeting. The possibility of 
a meeting at an earlier date should, however, be kept in mind. 

Dr. Lauterbach also pointed to a re-adjustment in the program and 
structure of the Zionist Organization which the new developments might 
necessitate. The time would come when we would need to stimulate a public 
discussion on such re-adjustment. The Chairman indicated that if our 
efforts at Lake Success were fruitful. the World Zionist Organization might 
need to appoint a Commission to re-examine the structure of the Zionist 
Organizaticn. 

Reporting on his observations ·of Zionism in the United States 
Dr. Lauterbach discussed briefly the relations between the Zionist parties. 
He stressed further the need for obviating irregularities and heped that 
there would be a proper transmission of all shekel monies • 

DISCUSSION ON BOUNDARIES 

Mr. Nathan reported on a talk with General Hilldring who had in
dicated the desire of the U.S.A. Delegation to obtain certain boundary 
changes in order to facilitate the two-thirds majority for the proposal. 
Messrs. Gass and Horowitz also reported on discussions which had taken 
place on territorial re-adjustments. Discussion followed on the criteria 
which we should adopt in discussing territorial re-adjustments and on the 
method of approach to negotiations on this subject. 

Mr. Moshe Yuval who hrui just returned from Jerusalem reported on his 
visit. He conveyed the greetings of the Executive in Jerusalem Md its 
congratulations to the .American Section on the manner inwhich it was ..handling our 
case at Lake Success. Mr. Yuval dealt with the position in the Yishuv in 
matters of employment, cost of living. security and preparation for 
assumption of the administrative function, of the government. 

CABL~S FROM JERUSALEM AND LONDON 

A cable from Mr. E. Sasson of Jerusalem was reported in which he 
stated that the Arabs had received an estimate that there were 16 votes 
in opposition to the Majority Report and 10 abstentions. A cable from 
London indicated that no decision had been taken on the .American proposal 
for impleCTentation and that such decision awaited the arrival of the 
Colonial Secretary. 
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THE TWO-THIRDS MAJORITY 

A discussion took place as to the possible release of the views 
which had been obtained from legal experts regarding the need for a 
two-thirds majority. It was agreed, on the suggestion of Dr. Neumann, 
to obtain the opinions also of one or two non-Jewish lawyers in the 

United States. 

Meeting adjourned at 3 P.M. 

A.L • 
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PR:-~S ~l1,T:- i-;r • 'l'rt'fford s 
l1Ir. -:;, 1~. iit,gcrn.ld -'-'• 

Dr. s. Jrodet~ky 
~lr. J. Linton • 

; .r. 'rr~ffo,..d dmi th n~id th~.t Sir 'l1horii~.n Lloyd rogrotted thri.t he '·rns 
unRblo to be Tiresont oHing to tho short notice r iv~11 for the ~r,·0ointmcnt • 

. :e bo~An by SA.Vin~ that ,-,o desirec, to r~isc the <1uo ~Uon of the use of 
.Ar~b troolls in Pnleotine. :·,e uw.erstoor1 th~.t the 'lr• nsjord~n Frontier Force 
,-,ps ~t~tioned on the northern frontier nno thrit thf'l hqr':Ci 11u~rters of the l"'orce 
hed recently beP.n trnnsferred to ~osh Pineh. 5econaly, th~t ~dditionPl 
troo,,:; of the ~r~b Lr,gion • ·ere beinr brou?ht to ?~1~1tino rind th~.t some of 
the troo!)s "ere beinF- r.ioved south~·mrds f\.nci hnd ~lre~dy reached Tol-ti t,-,insky. 
".1.'he UGO of those troops in str~tegic ~d JAwish r-rcr-.s in P~_lestinC! counled 
uith ra..,ortcd h~nvy ,,,ithdrm·mlo o:f' I3rit1sh troops from northern P~lest1ne hPd 
given rise to specul~tion !\Jld ~ ~roat deal of ~iety. Only recently, there 
t·!ere rur.iouro of ~ :,;,lr-tn of ~v~,cuo.tion ,-1hich ·-•ou1,1 h...,ve the effect of ..,P.rmitting 
the ,~~bs to organise milit~ry in the greater ~~rt of the country behind tho 
.... rotection of 1rit1sh troon9 conc~ntreti~ to,-m.rcls Jn~·rish t,rea~ on tho CO!'!Stal 
plr-i1n. 

Mr. Tr~fford Sli11th ~!-lid th~t tho uso of the 'L'ranajoruan Frontier Force 
..,n<J ~ab Leeion ·rris not connected ,.-11th the ouestion of th~ :-iritish Hithrlrm•rr,l 
fro:n P"lestino. • .'1 thdr~1.,P.1 hnd not yat stt'rtccl. In f,...,ct, thnro was no 
c1ef1n1te schem~ of •rithr1r,,•.-1al ynt, thoue:h thoy ··ero cfiscuosin~ ~nc1 :!:)l:Jnnin{l it. 
It •.-.oulc1 iiot be " sim-.,1~ t~.s1i: to P.V~cu~te so ;'lP.n~, tro'lr>s nncl no m1 ch equir
ment. It ,1ould t~-~e some ,rn~ks ~nd :n~rhr.\_..,n Months to pl~n the trithdrawal. 
'ihe uso of the ~rontier ~,orce (" ::-r~nsjord~n" ,-m~ ~ riisnomer ~nc1 ··,ould be 
,1ro!)n~d) pnc' the .. ·'1'~b L~gion ,.,~s ~nyhou no•., ~ ne\•I donRrture. 

:le rc ·".llicc1 th~t th~ . .:0.penc:v h~r1 m..,de renrP-scnt~tions in the n~st ~gti.inst 
thP. u~e of thP Ar~b L"E!ion in P"ll~stine. It ,.,fl.G ~ forei~ force 0,,1ne 
-,1 le£!1.~nce to ~ fo:rcif~n llotentf!l.t~ ~ncl oueht not to be in :C'~lcstino • . :e did 
not '..:now b;., ,.,h'lt intornation~l authorit:, or snnction foraip,n troops i,ere being 
used in P~lP.st in~ r\t all. But no•., nfter E.~-.• G. had Mnoune~t1. their intention 
of uithdr~~1inp. from 1->~estin~, ~ncl the i~~b Stt'.tc~ hr,d declared their in
tention of 1nvr-,_c11nr :Pnlest1ne Bfter tho British ~-,ithdr,-_t·rr-11, it ,-,~.s I'll tho 
~ore incom~rch~nstblo th~t the .~ab Legion should bt-> rn,i1nta1ned 1n I>~cstine. 
PresumR.bly. the ,\rf')b LP-gion • ,~~ on'3 of the Arab ~ ·1100 t·:hlch t?1e Ar!"'b 5t~tea 
tho\lf;ht of l~nching !'e~inst Palestine, ~nd H,d,G. •:res conveniently helping 
the 1nv~s1on ev~n before the ··ithdr~~ral of the .British troops. 

dr, Trafford 3mith SA.id that the .t.r~b Le~ion h~c.l been uoed in circum
~tancos for the :nrotectlon of !)ersonnel, bu11,,1n.?.'.s, etc., becpuse it ~.,P.B 

thou r:-ht that J~••r1sh terrr,rists ~-,oulc1 not ntt~ck thr1r.i so r:is to ~vo1c1 "· quBJTel 
with the Ar~be. 
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We replied that whatever the reasons were in the past in the now circumstances 
tho presence of the Arab Legion constttuted a provocation and was likely to 
lead to regrettable incidents. In regard to the 'Xransjordan Force, we ad
mitted that thero was some difference because they were re~arded as part of 
the British Imperial Forces, but here again their use on the northern frontier 
and other strategical positions was, in our opinion, ill-advised, likely to be 
misinterpreted, and might give rise to grave incidents. It was not as if 
H.M.G. had ntt had experience with that Force during the Rashi Ali revolt. 
Was it possible t, believe that if a patrol of tho Transjordan Frontier Forco 
composed ~f Arabs wero to meet a group of Syrian guerillas trying to cross the 
frontier it would fire on them? Or was it more likely that it would turn a 
blind eye. 

Mr. Trafford Smith said that of course he saw tho possibilities 1J 
such situations were to arise. 

We said that tho press had reported that some Syrian troops had 
already crossed the frontier, and it was on the orders of the G.O.C. that tho 
Transjordan Force had acted, and that eventually some 14 of the Syrians had 
been arrested, and subsequently sent back to Syria. Tho transfor of the head
quartors of the Force to Rosh Pinah also lent itself to sinister interpret
aticn. Rosh Finah was a strategic centre commanding access to some of our 
northern Settl~ments. We had received denials in London, Now York and 
Jerusalem about the existence of a pro-Arab or anti-Yishuv evacuation plan. 
But not every Jewish villager had received this assura11ce. nor might he be
lieve it if that assurance were given to him, when he saw that the withdrawal 
of British troops was followed by the installation of Arab troops in their 
place. It was not human to expect that people would wait • _ ·.ietly and inactive 
to see whether step numb~r 1 was followed by steps numbers 2 and J. of a plan 
which they feared might exist. Wo thought that a situation full of potential 
danger was being needlessly created, 

They asked what we suggested should be done about tho Transjordan 
Forqe. We said that it should bo removed from Palestine. They said that it 
would be difficult to do so without special authority. We replied that such 
authority was apparently given during the Rashid Ali revolt, and similar 
action could be takon now. They replied that there was no intention of leaving 
the T.J.F. in Palestine when tho British withdrew. The Force would be dis
band~d. We asked whether it would really bo wise to wait for the last moment. 
Did they expect the Arab troops to remain until they are disarmed on a 
particular day and a particular hour. Plans for the disbandment of the Force 
would have t, be worked out some day~ or perhaps weeks beforehand, and before 
"D" day crone, the soldiers would have disappeared with their arms and equip... 
ment. We suggested, therefore, that the T.J.F. should bo disbanded as quietly 
a3 pcssiblo, and in the meantime they should be removed from strategic areas. 

We suggested that as the British troops were boing thinned out, the 
Government should increase the number of Jewish Settlement Police so as to 
onablG thom to :µlay lJ. proper J)t,lrt in maintairiing local law and order. Mr • 
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Ben-Gurion recently proposed to the High Commissioner that the J.S.P. should 
be doubled and the new men equipped with rifles. We strongly supported that 
request • 

Mr. Trafford Smith said that he admitted that there was a great deal 
in our contention that a new situation had been created in regard to the use 
of Arab troops in Palestine. He would take up ~he points we had made as well 
as tbei~ request about the Jewish Settlement Police. 

In the conversation which followed, Mr. Trafford Smith complained 
about the rumours which had been spread about the existence of a particular 
evacuation plan. We said that the statements made by the Foreign Office spokes
man and the High Commissioner had helped in the spread of this rumour. \1e 
asked in what manner they intended to withdraw. 

Mr. Trafford Smith said that they wanted to withdraw decently and with 
fairness. 

We said that "fairness II presupposed som_e plan. They could not possibly 
be thinking that the local commanders should be given tho right to decide in 
1ach case to whom and by what method they would hand over the administration 
and the maintenance of law and order. Such a plan would lead to chaos and 
bloodshed·. But if there was to be a plan, would 1 t be a plan worked out by 
H,M.G. without reference to U.N.O, or a scheme decide~ upon by U.N.O.; but in 
fact Mr. Creech-Jones had said that if U.N.O. came to a decision, a.M.G. would 
examine whether such a decision was inherently just and ~hat force would be 
required for its implementation before it decides whether to help or n-ot in 
its impl~mentation. Was it really their i_ntent ion to set up the British 
Government· as a Court of Appeal fr~m the judgment of the highest International 
Tribunal. I( l3ri tain had special knowled_ge, o;r criteria b.)' which to · judge the 
problem not available to U.N.O. why were they not ready to place the benefit 
of such knowledge and crjteria at the disposal of U,N,t. One thing was certain; 
if the withdrawal was to . be made decently And with fairness, it should be re
lated to· a dccis ion' of U.N.o. on the lines of the Majority Report, and the 
~l~y of the· Government at La]ce ~--s a}l.euld hl'!MI> been directed to that end. 

L6ndon. 
~ N~vemb.r.1 1~? • 
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MIIUTES or MEETING 

.AMERICAN SECTION OF TEE EDCUTIVE OF 

THE JEWISH AGENCY R)R PALESTINE 

November 18, 1947. 

A meeting of the American Section of the Executive of the Jewish 
.Agency for Palestine was held on Tuesday, November 18, 1947, at 9:00 A.M. 
at the office of the Jewish Agency for Palestine, 16 East 66th Street, 
Now York 01 ty. • 

EX:!!:CUTIVE MEMBERS PRESE!.~ 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver (presiding), Rabbi Wolf Gold, Nahum Goldmann, 
Mrs. ·Rose Halprin, Berl Locker, Emanuel Neumann (later), Moshe Shertok, 

PROPOSALS ON IMMIGRATION 

A report was given of the reaction of members of the sub-committee 
to our proposal on immigration. A discussion followed in which attention 
was drawn to the difficulties involved in pressing our p~oposal. At the 
same time cognizance was taken of the risk of leaving the question of 
immigration unsettled by the sub-commit tee since no date h:in. becm fixed 
for the evacuation of the first area. 

It was agreed that our efforts in regard to imlligraticin E::b .1ul: t ,, 
concentrated on ensuring an early and specific date for the e va~u .;. t. i (> n 
of the first area which should include a seaport. 

U.N. COMMISSION 

It was reported that on the motion of the delegate of VE- ne ~:"J.c~ a ~r•e 
sub-committoe had agreed that the U.N.Commission should be compo s :;c~. 0 :i' ·,;1: .Ei 

nominees of Uruguay, Guatomala, Poland ,Norway and Iceland. A die s.1.:1 :1ij • .1. f J : -
lowed in which it was agreed that "it wo, 1..ld be undesirable for t :ie lv1,e n ~y t o 
take any ini~iati•e in seeking a change in the membership of ths 0rr.r1~s s:~ n 

LEGAL BASIS OF ASSJMBLY DECISION 

Dr. Robinson reported that he had prepared the material relevant 
to the legality of an Assembly decision on the enforcement of partitj on~ 



• 

• 

• 

- 2 -

He umertook to diaeuaa the matter vij,.Mr. J'eller of the U.N. staff and 
with repreeentativea of certain leading delegations. 

CONSULTATION YI'l'R LATIN AMERICAN DILEGATES OF THE SU'B-COMMITTD 

Mr. Toff drew attention to the n·eed for a greater measure of 
consultation with the three Latin American members of the sub-committee. 

:BOUNDARIES 

It was agreed that in the event of any further demand by the U.S. 
Delegation in regard to the Negev WG should make no concession beyond 
that already discussed. 

Meeting adjourned at 10&)0 A.M . 
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I fI!,TtJ'!'ES OF ! IEET I?TG 

J:EWI SH AG~m:: FOR PALESTil~ 

Decenber 2, 1947 

A meeting of the Ar.leric?..n Section of the Executive of the Jewish 
Agency for Pfllestine was held on Tuesda;,r, December 2, at 11:00 A.H., 
at the Office of the Jewish Agency for Pales ti.ne, 16 Ea.st 66th Street, 
New York City. 

EXECUTIVE IIElt:BERS PBESEliTT 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver (presiding), Hoshe Shertok, NRh.um Gold.IAAnn, 
Hayim Greenberg, Hrs. Rose Halprin, Eliezer KB.plan, J3erl Locker, 
EmRnuel lfoumann. 

~HE Ul{ITED NA~IOHS DECISION 

The Ch.air~.n extended congrptulptions to the members of the 
Executive B..nd their C<>-workers on the stpff ,..,ho ha.d carried out an 
historic tt:\sk with rare devotion a.nd corrpetence. He referred to the 
harmony which had iJrev~.iled and expressed speciP,l grE'lti tude for the W'A.Y 

in which Hr. Shertek M.d represented the Agency P.t the United lff'.tions. 

Mr. Shertok paid tribute to Dr. Silver I s chairr.mnship Pnd Rlso 
associated himself with the tribute to the staff. -
ltilJETil:G OF EXECUTIVE A1ID ACTio:rn COlOtIT!'E: 

A ct:1.ble fron the Executive in Jerust'.lem, dated lfover.1ber 30th, ,.r~,s 
read, pro,osing thPt the meetine of the Executive be convened for 
December 24 nnd t~" t of the Actions Cornni ttee for DeceMber 28. It w~.s 
El.greed that in order to ~llow f or the con::iletion of cert?.in tr,sks ~.t 
this end, ?. l~ter date -- Jflnuary 11 for the r.ieet ing of the Zxecut i ve 
f'.nd Januar:" 14 for the neeting of the Actions Connittee - should be 
suggested to the ~ecutive in Jerusalen. 

TRUSTEESHIP COUUCIL AliD THE STATU~ ?OR JERUSAL~t 

A re:_Jort was given of develO)r.ients in the Trusteeship Council. It 
was reported thAt the Trusteeshi~J Council h~.d norniMted a working group 
to prepe.re the stptute for Jeruoaler.1 P.nd it was ~.greed thpt en effort 
be made to estE'.blish contact with this grou:9 e,nd tlv,.t ,:, letter should be 
sent to the Trusteeship Council mPking f' forme.l request to participate 
in the work of thA t body regE1.rding JerusP.lem, 
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Mr. Shertok reported that he ht:l,d cabled to the Executive in 

JerusAlem suggesting thp.t Hessrs. Auster and Elia.sh come to Wew York 

for liaison with the Trusteeship Council in the m~tter of Jerusalem. 

It w~.s also suggested that Hr. ZRlman Lifschitz remain in Hew York for . 
some time. 

It w~.s agreed that represent~tives of the Agency r.1eet with l!r. 

mrygve Lie on the following day. 

UlTITED HATIOlqS COiflUSSION 

A report wa.s given on contt=i.cts \'1i th the le,:i.ders of the Jewish 

cornrru.nity on the PhilipJines. 

!Ir. Toff ?lso reported on cor.nnunicRtions he ha.d hPd with friends 

in :Bolivia and Pei Mme,. 

IIILITARY ADVISORS 

Follo\·Jing a report by IIr. Shertok it WP, s agreed thRt before direct 

contact wa.s estP.blished with the War De:Je.rtnent a consultr-ttion should 

be arranged as soon P s '_'.) ossible with a. nunber of friends in Wa.shington. 

Hr. K8pla.n was welcor.ied to the rJee t ing. He expressed the 

gratitude of the Zxecutive in Jerusplem to the American Section of the 

3xecutive and all others who hPd been r esponsible for the presentation 

of the Jewish c~se before the United liations. He Jroceeded to g ive a 

report on the s i tup.t ion in Palestine ( report on file). 

Ueeting adjourned a,t 1: 15 P.H • 
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SDICTLY CODIDENTIAL NO. ,56 

Mll1U'l'ES or MEETING 

AM!RICAN SECTION OF THE EXECUTIVE OF THE 

JEWISH AGENCY FOR PALESTINE 

December 9, 194? 

A meeting of the American Section of the Executive of the Jewish 
Agency for Palestine w~s held on Tuesd1.1, December 9, at 10115 A.M., 
at the office of the Jewish Agency far Palestine, 16 East 66th Street. 
New York City. 

EXECUTIVE MIMllDS PRESENT 

Moshe Shertok (presiding). Rabbi Wolf Gold, Nahum Goldmann, 
Mrs. Rose Halprin, Elie1er Kaplan, Berl Locker, linanuel Neumann. 

CONV!RS.ATION BE DANISH REPRESENTATin~ ON THE UNITED :NATIONS CQ(MISSIOH 

Mr. Sbertok re~orted on a telephonic conversation with Mr. Linton, 
of the London office, in which, inter alia, a poeaible camlidate to 
represent Denmark on ~e United Nations Commission waa mentioned. In 
the diacuseion which followed ~on~e~n wa1 expJ"eaeed at the delq in the 
a'DJ)ointment of the members of the United Nations Commieaion. 

INTERVIEWS IN WASHINGTON 
• 

Mr. Sbertok r•~orted on convereationa which he had had. in Waahingto~ 
with General Hilldring, with Mr, Lo1 Hemer,on and other member, of the 
State Department, a.1¥1 with Mr, s. Taarapkin of the Soviet Embassy. Dr. 
Goldmann reported oa an interview with Mr. Gromyko on the attitude of 
the USSR in \he event that Palestine wo~ld be di1cu11ed in the Security 
<iounc11. 

FINANCI CCIOIITTD 

lt was agreed t~ authorise the 1inance Comittee to con,ummate 
1uch loaaa a1 the treuury of the Jewi•h Agency may secure from banks 
or private 1o~ce1, 

DISTURBAICZS IN PAUfSTIHE 

Rabbi Gold drew attention to po11ible danger, which might follow 
the decision of the Palestine Government to withdraw 1t1 military force, 
from the Tel Aviv area, Mr, Xaplan indicatecl that thi1 wu based on an 
arrangement reached between the Pale1tine Government aD4 the Jewilh 
Agency lnO\ltive in J•"•al• and he explained. the reuon, which had 
animated. the Ezecutive in thi1 connection. 



• 

• 

• 

REPORT FROM JERUSALEM 

Mr. Shertok re:!)Orted on a telephone conversation that morning 
with Mre. Meyerson in Jerusalem about the securit~ situation. 
Stress was laid on the urgent need for additional funds. Mr. Kaplan 
undertook to diecuss with Dr. Neumann the latter's suggestion that 
a substantial loan be raised from Jewish source,. 

DEPARTUR~ OF DR, GOLDMANN FOR LONDON 

Occasion was taken to bid farewell to Dr. Goldmann who was 
leaving for London. Dr. Goldmann indicated that he expected to have 
talks with a number of people in Lolldon and on the continent. 

STAFF OF UNITED NATIONS CCNMISSION 

The view was expressed that it was highly desirable that mem
bers of the staff of the United Nations Commisaion should arrive in 
Palest!ne without further delay. Mr, Shertok stated that he intended 
to have a discussion with Dr. Bunche on this at the earliest oppor
tunity. 

INFORMATION ON SITUATION IN PALESTINE 

Attention was drawn to the need for more ade4uate information 
to the Jewish public about developm1nts in Palestine • 

Reference was also made to the inadequacies of the press reports 
here which fd.ed to give a proper background picture. It was felt 
that this matter must in the first place be dealt with by the office 
in Jeru1alem and any statement on the situation should come from the 
l~ecutive there, At the same time it was suggested that action might 
also be taken -at thia end to place event, in their proper perspective. 

ME~TING OF EXECUTIVE 

It was agreed that the next meeting of the Executive should be 
held on Wednesday, De~ember 10th, at 4&00 P,M. 

Meeting adjourned at 11:30 A.M, 
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STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL NO. 57 

MINUTES OF MEETING 

.AMERICAN SECTION OF THE EXECUTIVE OF fllE 

JEWISH AGENCY FOR PALESTINE 

December 10, 1947 

A meeting of the American Section of the Executive of the Jewish 
Agency for Palestine wae held on Wednesday, December 10, at 4:00 P.M., 
at the office of the Jewish Agency for Palestine, 16 East 66th Street, 
New York City. 

~CUTIVE MEMBERS PR~S~NT 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver (presiding}, Moshe Shertok, Nahum Goldmann. 
Hayim Greenberg, Mrs. Rose Halprin (later), Berl Locker, Emanuel 
Neumann. 

DISCUSSIONS AT THE UNITED NATIONS 

Mr •. Shertok renorted on conversations with Dr. l3unche and 
Mr. Sob o·le V of the United Nations staff. Dr. Bunche had agreed 
to the importance of the early arrival in Palestine of the United 
Nations Commission; He was also agreeable to the suggestion that 
an advance party of United Nations officials be dispatched, but had 
pointed out ·that this could not be done until the Commission was 
constituted, The form of our part-icipation in the Trusteeship Council 
and its working group on the Jerusalem Statute would be decided b1 
Friday, and Dr. Bunche had suggested that we wa1 t until Friday for 
more definite information on the basis of which we could extend our 
invitation to Messrs. Auster and Eliash. Mr. Sobo'l ·ev had suggested 
that we a~ply immediately to the Secretary-General for participation 
in the Security Council. He suggested that in making our application 
we recall the decision of the Special Session of the Assembly which 
had accorded a certain status to the Agency, 

Mr. Shertok was informed that a reminder would be sent by the 
United Nations secretariat to the countries composing the United 
Nations Commission if no notification of their appointees were 
received within the next few days. 

Mr. Shertok also reported on talks with Messrs. Sayre and Gerig, 
American representatives on the Trusteeehi~ Council. 

SECURITY COUNCIL 

Mr. Eban re~orted on the discuasion on Palestine which had taken 
place in the Security Council and on the talk which he and Mr. Horowitz 
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had had with Mr. J.L. Hood, chairman of the Security Council. Arising 
out of Mr. Eba.n's report the need tor continued contact with members 
of the Security Council was etreeeed. In view of the fact that the 
question of Paleatine would remain on the agenda of the SecuritJ Coun
cil am in view, furthermore, of the delay in the departure of the 
United Nations Comi11ion, the Chairman etated that it would be neces
sary to consider the advisability of certain members of the Executive 
remaining here during the time ot ihe Executive and Actions Committee 
meetings in Jerusalem. It was aleo au,geeted that certain membera of 
the staff should remain 1n New York and it was indicated that arrange
ments had already been made in th1a connection. 

Mr. Horowitz reported on talks with Mr. Liaiclcy, who was proceed
ing to England for a .brief visit, and with Mr. Mohn, who would be a 
member of the United N~.tions staff assigned to Jerusalem. 

It was suggested that an application by friendly atatee to 
participate in the Security Cov.ncil session, on Palestine should be 
encouraged. Dr~ Robinson undertook to exeJDine the basis under which 
such an application could be made. 

CA!LE FROM MR. BEN-GURION 

A telegram from Mr. Ben-Gurion stressing the need for the early 
departure of the United Nations Commiaaion waa read • 

# 

THE SITUATION IN PALESTINE 

Cables reporting on the situation were read from Mr. Ben-Gurion 
and Mrs. Meyerson. 

CONSTITUTION 

It was pro~osed that a small committee of eXl)erts be set up in 
this country which might cooperate with the group at work 1n Jerusalem 
in preparing a draft of the conetitution tor the Jewish State. Mr. 
Kaplan pointed out tha, the committee in Jeru1alem waa operating under 
the aegis of the Vaad Leumi. After discussion, it was agreed that the 
preparation of the co~stitution should be in the handa of one body, 
neJDely that in Jerusalem. The latter would no doubt wish to avail 
itself of the beet ad.vice it could obtain. But the initiative in 
seeking help from e~erts in this country must rest with the people 
in Palestine. 

The Chairman indicated that thia matter could be further diacuaaed 
at the time of the ~eeting of the Executive in Jerusalem. 

STATEMENT ON PLAOE OF RELIGION IN JEWISH STATE 

Rabbi Gold state~ that he had received cable• from religious 
leaders in Jeru1alem about a statement purported t.o have been made 

• 
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by Mr. Shertok in the course of a press interview about the place 
of religion in the Jewish State. Mr. Shertok mentioned that a cable 
had been received by him from Rabbi Fishman which made reference to 
a statement by Rabbi Silver and himself. He indicated the exact 
nature and intent of the statement he had made. Dr. Silver stated 
that, while he had certain views on the subject, he had not issued 
any statement. 

FORM OF :BRITISH WITHDRAWAL 

Dr. Neumann pointed out that the form of British evacuation of 
the Tel Aviv area -- which involved a withdrawal of British military 
res~ons1b1lity from the area without the withdrawal of British admin
istration o~ the provision of a seaport allowing for immigration -
was the reverse of the procedure which had been contemplated. in the 
discussions which had taken place in the Sub-Committee at Lake Success. 

It was agreed that attention be drawn to this and that every 
effort should be made to expedite the a~pointment of the remaining 
members of the United Nations Commission. Dr. ,Goldmar.n· would be 
asked to do whatever possible to hasten the appointment by Denmark 
of a suitable representative. The appointment of a candidate by 
Panama was reported, and it was stated that efforts were continuing 
ia relation to Bolivia. Action in relation to the Philippines w~a 
also indicated • 

It was agreed that Dr. Goldmann should be asked to establish 
contact with the reaponaible authorities in Belgium and France re
garding the attitude of their representatives on the Security 
Co-er.I! 11. 

Meeting edjourned at 6:oo P.M. 

A.L • 
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STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL NO. S8 

UINUTES OF MEETING 

AHEMCAP. S:i:CTIOM OF~ ~CUTIVE OF THE 

JE\fISH AGENCY FOR PALESTINE 

December 18, 1947 

A meeting of the American Section of the Executive of the 
Jewish Agency for Palestine W"P.S held on Thursday December 18 
at 10,00 A.it •• at the office of the Jewish Agency for Palesti;e 
16 !a.et 66th Street, New York City. ' 

EXECUTIVE J IEI IBERS PRESENT 

:::>r. Abba Hillel Silver (presiding): Moshe Shertok, Hr1. Rase 
Halprin, Eliezer Kaplan, l3erl Locker, lraanuel Neumann. 

HDTilD or ACTIONS CO?nfIT'.rEE 

It~• resolved (the Chairman dissenting) that a reconnendation 
be sent to the Executive in Jerusalem t~.t the meeting of the Actions 
Committe, be poatponed to the first week in February • 

REPORTS J'ROH PALESTINE 

Cabled report• on the situs.tion in Palestine were res:d to the 
meeting. 

REPORT ON l"'l'ERVIDS 

Ur, Shertok reported on en interview with Hr. Sobelov, United 
Nations Assistant SecretP.ry-General, on ~ .ttere relating to the 
Security Council. He slso r~ported on a conversation with Assistant 
Secretary llorman Armour, of the Department of State, P.nd on an 
interview with nr. Herschel Johnson at which the matter of the , 
Constanza ships he.d been discussed. 

A talk with Dr. Joseph Schwartz, repreaente.tive of the Joint 
Distribution Cor.wittee in Europe, on the position of the Jews in 
Roumania, ,,ras elso reported. 

SALE OF GOV-...JU1ltEll'l' ASSETS 

A question waa rA1aed in regard to the projected sale by the 
Pa.lestine Government of certain of its immovable assets, and Hr. Kaplan 
undertook to ascerte.in \fha t had happened • 
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ARGENTINA 

It was reported that a sucgestion had been made by Dr. Uibaahan 
that a suitable person from the United States visit Argentina in 
connection with the sit~tion there. It was agreed that the 
possibility of such a visit should be explored and it was suggested 
tha.t Hr. Sumner Welles be consulted. 

Hr. Toff stressed the importance of action in Washington in 
connection with the Argentine situation. 

PRESS DEPARTMENT 

It was agreed that the Chairman would discuss with Hr. Kenen 
his a~ailabllitr-t,or turthor full.time·nervioe in oha.S'-"· o~ the ?reta 
:Q~pa,rtacnt of tho A&oncy Slid. that this matter sheulcl. ·be ,clarif1e4. 
bJ",·t'ho tine-of the next meetinc. 

ltEZTilTGS OF PRO-RUSSIAl1 GROUPS 

Arising out of invitations which had been extended to menbers 
of the Executive to participate in 8n American-Russian-Palestine 
Friendship dinner under the auspices of the Society of Writers, 
Artists and Scientist,, a discussion took place on the desirability 
of accepting such invitations. It was pointed out that the difficulty 
did not arise in regard to functions aponsore4 officiall7 by the 
representatives of the u.s.s.R., but rather when inVitatione came 
from local organization• and that the Agency might be in a somewhat 
different position in this regard than the local American Zionist 
bodies. 

In this connection attention wae directed. to the anti-Zionist 
pro~nda which was seeking to confu1e the public mind about the 
rele,tion of Zionism to Communism. The Chairman suggested that it might 
be useful for the American Zioniat lmergency Council to take action to 
clarify the matter: a statement might also come from the Agency. 

It was further sucge1ted that the American Chriatian Paleetine 
Comittee might be asked to deal with thie anti-Zionist propaganda. 

WORLD PALESTINI COHHITTD 

A letter from Hr. Mowat was read, in regard. to the future of the 
New York office of the World Palestine C0111nittee. The Canadian 
Zioniata had urged thpt he return to his former duties in Canada. 
It waa screed that it wa.s de1irable thst the New Yor~ office should be 
mainte.1ne4 with the aid of a full-time aecretarr; that Hr. Howat 
ebould return to Canada but should, at th~ same time, maintain contact 
with the Ne,., York office: and th8t he should be available to come to 
Bew Tork when needed on apecial occe.aions, 

It waa agreed that a special letter of appreciation for hie 
aenice1 should be eent under the signature of the Chairman to Hr. 
llovat, and a further letter to Bir llleworth Flavelle, the Chairman 
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of the Committee, expressing appreciation for Hr. Howat•s services • 

.ADVANCE VISIT !Y UNITED NATIONS OFFICIAL TO PALESTINE 

A telegram from Rabbi !erlin regarding action through the United 
Nations on the security situation in Palestine was read. It was 
recalled that this matter had been discussed with Hr. Lie and t)la.t 
the desirability of members of the Secretariat of the United Na.tions 
Commission proceeding to Palestine without delay had been stressed 
by our represent~tives. Until the Commission actually assembled, 
however, no action in this connection was to be expected. 
The ChP.irman ste.ted thPt it was to be hoped thRt this would be one 
of the first questio111to be t?.ken up by the U~ited Nations Commission 
as e.nd when it met. 

The meeting Pdjourned e.t 12l2.5 P.H. 

A.L . 
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S'l'l\ICTLY OOlTJ'IDENTIAL NO. U I}-

I : 

AMERICAN SECTIOn OF THE EXICOTIVE or m 

JEWISH AGENCY FOR PALESTINE 

March 9, 1948 

A meeting of the American Section of the Executive of the Je~~•h 
.A€ency for Paleatine was helo on ~esday. March 9th. at :,::,o ?.1-1. at the 
office of the Je~dsh Agency fo~ Palestine, 16 East 66th Street. llew York 
City. 

EXECUTIVE u~u:ams ?RESEllT 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver (presiding), Ur. Moshe Shertok. Dr. !Ta.hum 
Goldcann, Dr. Bayim Greenberg, Dr. Fu.nuel lTeumann. 

UlTI TED lTATIONS 

Reports were given of talku with Ur. Trygve Lie, Mr. Parodi. Dean 
Rusk, and I-tr. Gromyko (on file). 

It waa further reported that talks with u. Spaak in :Bruaaela and 
the Belgian Delegate to the Securit7 Council at Lake Succeas had indicated 
a change tor the worae in the !elgian attitude to the General Assembly 
Resolution. 

PROVISIONAL COUllCIL OJ' OOVDUnamT 

A letter from Mr. Ben-Gu.r\on to Mr. Shertok dated March 3, on the 
aubJect of the Provieional Council of Government and security problem• 
was read to the meeting. A cable from Palestine about the proposed 
composition of the Provisional Council and the 11central administrative 
organ" was al10 read. In thia connection a report we.a given of a. talk 
with Rabbi I. M. Lewin of the Ag\ldath %1rael. 

FillAllCIAL DEI-WlD or AGUDA.TH ISRAEL 

A letter from l•lr. El1ezer Ia.plan to Ur. Shertok referring to the 
demand of the .Ag\ldath Israel for an allocation from the proceeds of the 
United Paleatlne Ai,,eal ,..as read. ~:hi.lat indicatin.; a reluctance to con
cede the demand i~ it• entirety, J.Ir. Xaplanatr..ted that he •• prepared to 
eupport allocatlona to Agu.dath %1rael and Poale jgudath tarael for 
specific pupoae,. 



• 

• 

- 2 -

MR. F:ID!]tSPIEL 1S SPEECH 

A draft Qf ~ letter criticising the speech delivered by Hr. Per 
Federspiel, member of the Palestine Commission, before the lTew York 
Herald-Tribune Forum was read to the meeting. It was agreed that the 
letter should be sent to Mr. Federspiel, 

VISIT OF URS, ROOSEVELT TO PRESIDENT 

A suggestion waa reported that Mrs. Roosevelt be asked to approach 
President Truman with a request for the lifting of the arms embargo. It 
was agreed that if Mrs. Roosevelt did approach the President, it should be 
in the interests of the ·wider issue rather than just the matter of the 
arms embargo. 

VISIT TO PARIS 

A proposal that Dr. Goldmann visit Paris and interview lit. :Bidaul t ,,,as 

discussed. It was agreed such a visit was unlikely to lead to useful re
sults at this time . 

MILITARY ADVISERS 

After discussion it was a.greed that in the lieht of a letter from 
Ur. :3en-Gurion of I-ra.rch 3 it would be helpful to have a mili ta.ry expert 
presentlf in ?alestine come to the United States for a brief visit. 
1-ir. Shertok undertook to send a cable to Palestine in the matter. 

The meeting adjourned at 5:00 ~.M. 

A.L. 
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-CONFIDENTIAL NO. 16 

.MINUTES OF MEETING 

AMERIO.AM SECTION OF THE EXECUTIVE OF THE 

JEWISH AGENCY FOR PAL'ESTINE 

March 11, 1948 

A meeting of the American Section of the Executive of the Jewish Agency 
for Palestine was held on Thursday, March 11, at 11:00 A.M. at the office of 
the Jewish Agency for Palestine, 16 East 66th Street, New York City. 

EXECUTIVE MEMBERS PBESENT 

Dr. A~~a Hillel Silver (presiding), Mr. MosheShertok, Dr. Nahum Goldmann, 
Dr. Hayim Green'herg, Mrs. Samu.el w. Halprin, Mrs. Golda Meyerso~. Dr. Emanuel 
Neumann. 

MEETING OF ACTIONS COMMITTEE 

A ca'hle from Mr. Sprinzak, on ~ehalf of the Presidium of the Actions 
Committee, ,,,as read. It was agreed to advise the Executive in Palestine that 
it would not 'he possi~le to hold a meeting at the end of March and that we 
would 'he in a "'etter position to advise them in the middle of next week a'hout 
the time of the meeting in April. 

RE?ORT FROM WASHINGTON 

Mr. Epstein reported on information received a'hout views on Palestine ex
pressed 'hy the President in talks with several persons. RE:ference was also 
made to the views of former Secretary of State James Byrnes on partition. 
Mr. Epstein stressed the need of a special liaison officer with the President 
performing a function similar to that of General Hilldring at the time of the 
General Assem~ly sessions. A report was also given 'hy Mr. Epstein of a talk 
with Mr. Tsarapkin of the Soviet Em~assy. Dr. Neumann suggested that the 
aid of Mr. Byrnes ~e enlisted in our 1'ehalf. 

UUITED NATIONS 

Miss Adelson reported on a talk with Dr. Lopez of the Colom~ian Delega
tion. A report was given on Mr.1.~ffien's appearance ~efore the Palestine 
Commission on certain financial and economic matters. Mr. Toff reported on 
developments in the Palestine Commission in connection with the Provisional 
Council of Government. The Palestine Commission had received a ca'hle from Dr. 
Azcarate of the Advance Party indicating the need for the services of certain 
experts. 

The position of Mr. Lisicky, Chairman of the Palestine Commission, was 
discussed, and it was reported that Dr. Goldmann was due to see lvir. lisicky 
on the following day. 
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PJtOVISIONAL COUNCIL OF GOVERNI-IENT 

Correspondence from the Executive in Jerusalem was read giving details 
of the negotiations for an agreed list for the Provisional Council of Govern
ment. 

SITUATION IN PALESTINE 

The minute of an off-the-record meeting ,,et,,,een General MacMillan, com
manding British troops in Palestine, and Mr. Eliezer Kaplan was read at the 
meeting. 

COHSULTATION OF PERMANENT MEMBERS OF SECURITY COUNCIL 

The Chairman reported on a talk with Am~assador Austin. At this stage~ 
of the :proceedings information was received of an invitation extended to the 
Jewish Agency to appear ,,efore a meeting of the permanent mem,,ers of the 
Security Council (ape.rt from Great Britain). It was agreed to accept this 
invitation if such meeting was a meeting of the Big Four Po~rers and that the 
Chairman and Mr. Shertok should appear on our ,,ehalf. 

TRUSTEESHIP COUNCIL 

It was reported that the discussions on Jerusalem in the Trusteeship 
Co~ncil had ,,een suspended until the end of April. 

BLASTING OF JEWISH AGENCY BUILDING IN JERUSALEM 

Reference was made to the tragic occurrence involving death a.nd inJury 
to a nwni,er of persons. 

LETTER TO NEW YORK TIMES 

Referring to the pu"lica.tion ~Y the New York Times of alleged negotia
tions ~etween the representatives of Dr. Magnes' Ichud and the ex-Mufti, and 
the fail~e of the paper su~sequently to give due prominence to a denial 
issued ,,Y Dr. Magnes, Mrs, Halprin reported that she had addressed a letter 
on the sui,ject to the 11 Times 11 • 

MEMORAlIDUH OM ARA13 AGGRESSION 

It was reported that a supplement to the memorandom on Arab Aggression 
had ~een prepared for su,,mission to the Palestine Commission and the Security 
Council. 

VISITORS FROi-1 PALESTINE 

On i,ehalf of the American Section of the Jewish Agency, the Chairman ex
pressed profound thanks to Mrs. Golda Meyerson and Dr, Mordecai Eliash for 
their ,-,ork in this country. In reply, Mrs. Meyerson expressed gratification 
at the response to her mission. Dr. Eliash stressed the seriousness of the 
peril facing the Yishuv. 

The meeting adjourned at 1;10 P.M • 
A.L. 

• 
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STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL NO. l-7 

MINUTES OF MEETING 

AMDtICAN SECTION OF THE EDCUTIVE or THE 

JEWISH AGDCY n>R PALISTINE 

March 12, 1948 

A meeting of the American Section of the Executive of the Jewish Agency 
for Palestine was held on Friday, March 12, at 11:JO A.M. at the office of the 
Jewish Agency for Palestine, 16 East 66th Street, New York City. 

EXECUTIVE l4EMBJ:RS ?RESENT 
·---

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver (presiding), Mr. Moshe Shertok, Dr. Nahum Goldmann, 
Dr. Hayim Green,,erg, Dr. Emanu.e l Ne11111a_nn. 

INVITATION TO CONSULTATION WITH ~-:.ERMANENT MEHBERS OF SECURITY COUNCIL 

Mr. Shertok reported on discussions with Mr. Gromyko and Mr. Trygve Lie. 
It was reported that a list of questions had ~een received to which our 
representatives would ~e asked to reply at the meeting of the permanent 
mem~ers. The representative of the USSR had not participated in the prepara
tion of the list of questions. It was reported that it was uncertain whether 
Mr. Gromyko of the USSR Delegation would participate in the meeting, ~ut it 
was learned le.ter that he would 1'e present. 

A d~~C\l,ssion took place as to whether representatives of the Jewish 
Agency should attend the meeting. It was agreed i,y a vote of four to two 
that we should attend. 

It was agreed that our representatives should state that we were not 
prepared to enter into a discussion of any revision of the General Assemi,1.yta 
Resolution and we should give our reasons for this attitude. It was suggested 
further that we should use the occasion to su~mit positive proposals in re
gard to the implementation of the Resolution of the General Assem~ly. The 
draft of a memorandum containing a aeries of proposals in this col':Ulection 
was sunmitted to the meeting and after certain amendments had 1'een incorporated, 
it was decided that they should 'he :presented to the permanent meml,ers of the 
Security Council. (Attached hereto). 

On the question relating to economic union, 1 t was agreed that we should 
state that while economic cooperation was deaira~le and would 1'e sought, the 
principle of economic union was not a condition precedent to the scheme of 
partition. 

Dr. Eliash suggested that we should indicate our readiness to accept 
the proposals of the Trusteeship Council for the Statute of Jerusalem. It 
was suggested that a corollary 'he added to the effect that we accepted theae 
proposals as far as they were within the framework of the general ache• of 
partition • 
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UBITED JEWISH .APPEAL 

The Chairman reported that as a result of a communication from Mr. Monroe 
Goldwater followed ~ya request from Mr. Morgenthau, a meeting of various 
Z1ordst organization.a bad 1'teen sWlllloned ~Y the Agency in order to ol,viate 
the concurrence of az,,,y other campaigns during the period of the United Jewish 
Appeal campaign in Hew York. The Chairman reported that he had 'heen una1'le 
to o~tain the complete cooperation of the organizations principally concerned 
and he now placed the matter in the hands of the Executive. 

Speaking on 'hehalf of Hadasaah, Mrs Halprin reported that a small commit
tee of that "-lody was due to meet with Mr. Montor of the United Jewish Appeal 
in order to reach CJl agreement on Hadassah 1s position. Dr. Greenberg under
took to discuss the matter ,,,1th the leaders of the Gewerkschaften campaign. 

Meeting adjourned at 1:JO P.M, 

A.L. 
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STEPS TO B TAKEN BY SECURITY COUNCIL FOR IMPLEMENTATION 

1. To assume the responsi~ilities assigned to it in the General Assem~ly1e 
plan for implementation. 

2. Determine any attempt to alter ~Y force the Assem~ly 1s Resolution as a 
"threat to the peace, ~reach of the peace or act of aggression". 

J. Determine that a threat to the peace does exist in view of actions l,y 

certain Ara~ governments. 

4. Call upon Arah mem~er states to stop recruiting and organising armed 
forces to resist the Assem~ly 1s Resolution, and to withdraw their 
nationals alr~ady sent for this purpose. 

S. Call upon Aral> States to stop their warlike propaganda and incitement 
contrary to .unanimous.Resolution of Assemhly against warmongering 
(October 12, 1947). . • 

6. Call upon Mandatory Power to prevent the entry of unauthorized foreign 
forces and to expel those already in Palestine. 

?. Instruct the Palestine Commission to pro~eed with all speed with all 
phases of implementation. with special priority to the esta~lishment of 
Provisional Councils of Government and the organisation and equipment 

a. 
of militias. 

Call u:_1on 1-'lemher States to offer arms to parties co-operating with the 
U.H. :1esolution and to withhold them from those defying it. 

9. Empower the Palestine Commission to take all steps which may assist in 
the maintenance of peace in Jerusalem. 

March 12, 1948 . 
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STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL NO. 18 

MINUTES OF MEETING 

AMERICAJ:T SECTION OF THE EXECUTIVE OF THE 

JEWISH AGEl1CY FOR PA!ESTINE 

March 15. 1948 

A meeting of the American Section of the Executive of the Jewish Agency 
for Palestine was held on Monday, March 15. at 9:00 P.M. at the office of 
the Jewish Agency for Palestine, 16 East 66th Street, New York City. 

EXECUTIVE -~IEI:tBERS PRESENT 

Dr. A~~a Hillel Silver (presiding), Mr. Moshe Shertok, Dr. Nahum Goldmann, 
Dr. Hayim Green'herg, Mrs. Samuel W. Halprin, Dr. Emanuel Neumann. 

RE?ORTS FROH LAKE succmss AND WASHINGTON 

Reports were given of talks with Mr. Trygve Lie, Mr. Gromyko of the 
Soviet Delegation, Dean Rusk of the United States Delegation and with Mr. 
Lisicky, Chairman of the Palestine Commission. 

It was reported that the Palestine Commission had presented its third 
report to the Security Council . 

A report on developments in Washington indicated that the materializa
tion of an international force was unlikely. The Chairman read to the 
meeting a statement from a well-informed friend predicting the policy vn1ich 
the United States Government was likely to follow with regard to Palestine. 

PRO?OSAL FOR TRUCE 

The Chairman reported that the Chairman of the Security Council had 
addressed a query to him as to whether the Jewish Agency would ,,e prepared 
to enter into the necessary agreements to ,,ring a,,out an effective truce in 
Palestine. A written reply was ca·1ted forit It was understood that a similar 
question had ,,een addressed to the Ara,, Higher Committee. We had transmitted 
this question hy ca,,le to the Executive in Palestine for their consideration. 

In the discussion which followed, it was agreed that we should await the 
reaction of the Executive in Palestine ,,efore suhmitting our reply to the 
Security Council. A letter should in the meantime he forwarded to Ur. Trygve 
Lie indicating that we were awaiting the reply of the Executive in Palestine 
,,efore formulating the response to the question addressed to us. 

A discussion then followed as to the form of the reply and it was agreed 
that in order to expedite the final formulation, the gist of this discussion 
he forthwith relayed ,,y cahle to the Executive in Palestine • 
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FINAltCIAL AID FOR TEL AVIV PORT 
I 

lt was reported that a letter dated March 11th had l)een received from Mr. 
Charles Ress, President of the Keren Hayesod, seeking the advice of the Ameri
can Section of the Jewish Agency in regard to certaih proposals for th~ 
fi~cing of improvements for the Port of Tel-Aviv. It was agreed that l,e
fore any reply could be given, Mr. Eliezer Kaplan should ~e consulted by 
ca~le. The Keren Hayesod should ~e informed of the need for such prior con
sultation with Mr. Kaplan. It was assumed that the Keren Hayeson vcn1ld advise 
Ur. Rokach as to where the matter presently stood. 

The meeting adjourned at 11:JO P.M. 

A.L • 
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STRICTLY COl~IDEmIAL NO. JO 

MIWl'ES OF MEETIHG 

AMB:RICAN SEC!ION or T!IE EXECUTIVE OF 'l'HE 

JEWISH AGElTCY :n>R PAtESTINE 

April 28th, 1948 

A meeting of the American Section of the Executive of the Jewish 
Agency for Palestine was held on Wednesdq, April 28th, at 9:00 P.1-1., at 
the office of the Jewish Agency for Palestine, 16 East 66th Street, New 
York City. 

EXECUTIVE UEHBERS PRESENT 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver (presiding), Mr. Moshe Shertok, Dr. Mahum 
Goldmann, Dr. Hayim Greenberg, Mrs. Samuel W~ Halprin, Dr. Emanuel Neumann. 

tETTER FROM HECHALUTZ ORG.AlrIZATION 

A letter was read from the Hechalutz Organization applying for a loan 
in the sum of $8-10,000 to provide passage money for a group of chalutzim 
who were ready to proceed to Palestine on 1-Iay 4th. After discussion, it 
was agreed to advance the group such money by~ of loan·as they might 
still need after reoourse to other sources. 

• • LOAl·! TO PAIESTIMWT S!'CJDE:NTS 

• 

It was reported that about 200 Palestinian students who were preparing 
to return to Palestine would be in need of passage money. It was agreed 
that, in the cases where aid •ras required, the money should be made avail
ab le as a. loan. 

POSTAL SERVICES TO PALESTil1E 

A proposal was made for the establislment of an emergency service 
,-,hereby mail would be fonrarded to Palestine as air-freight until such 
time as regu.lar communications would be re-established. A~thorization 
was asked for the establishment of a corporation with adequate administra
tive facilities. It was proposed that stamps should be printed and that 
an appropriate public announcement should be made about the institution 
of the service, It was reported that meanwhile negotiations designed to 
obtain recognition for an appropriate body from the international postal 
unlm wore in progress. X.L.U. vas prepared to undertake passenger and 
mail service to a destination in Europe whence it was hoped the service 
,-,ould be continued to Palestine by Palestinian planes. 

It waa agreed to authori•e the establishment of the organization as 
proposed subject to the discussion of the details by the Finance Committee • 
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CAMPAIGNS FOR IRatm 

It waa reported that inquiries had reached us from Zionist bodies as 
to the attitude to be taken in regard to campaigns for funde for the Irgan 

~-,vai Leumi in view of the agreement reached bet,feen Haganah and Irgun. In 
the discussion that followed, it waa pointed out that the agreement mere]J' 
indicated ~bat the Irgun received no funds from us. This in no ,~ would 
relieve disciplined Zionists from the duty to direct their contributions 
to Haganah. 

LEAGUE FOR mEE ?.ALESTINE 

A letter was read from Mr. David Wahl, Executive Director of Americans 
for Haganah, drawing attention to the need to counter the activities of 
the Le~aue who ve~e sponsoring a special conference in Washington and a 
large rally in Madison Square Gard.en. It was 9Breed that the letter be 
referred to the American Zionist Emergency Council with a request from the 
Chairman that 11·0'8tat groups be informed of the real nature of these 
activities. 

1'RUCE ?ROPOSALS 

Mr. Shertok reported on truce proposals made to him by Dean Ruek of 
the United States Delegation. Several amendments had been introduced by 
Dean Rusk to his original proposals and, as they presently stood, they 
referred to a truce for a period of three months. Mr. Shertok indicated 
the objec:ions, as stated by him to Dean Rusk, to the terms of the pro
posed truce agreement. He had also informed Dean Rusk that the decision 
on the truce proposal would have to be taken by the Executive in Palestine 
and he had accordingly related these proposals to Jerusalem. Despite the 
fact that no agreement had been reached, Secretary of State Marshall had 
made an off-the-record statement asserting that there was virtual agree
ment on 13 of the 14 points and that the only outstanding question re
lated ~o immigration. Mr. Shertok stated that he was addressing an urgent 
aomunication to Mr. itarshall correcting the impression the latter had 
gained. 

Mr. Shertok stated that he had cabled to the Executive in Palestine 
urging an extension of our de facto control of various services. P.e under
took to send them a further cable setting forth a critique of the proposals 
based on fuller study. The Chaiman urged that no assent be given to any 
truce proposal until discussed by the Fsdcutive. 

DEVEU>PMENTS AT UNIS NATIOUS 

The Chairman reported on developments in the Political Committee of 
the General Assembly. 

Mr. Eban reported on a talk with Mr. Finn Moe, of the Norwegian 
Delegation, who had urged that we enlarge the extent of our de facto 
authority in Palestine. It ~s further reported that at a meeting of 
delegates of the Scandinavian countries, it was agreed not to support tm7 
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tru1teeahip uaoooapu4ecl lt7 ••n• for lta enforce••'• Mr. Comq repottted. 
on the Yiewa of the Auatrall•• Bew Zeal.am am South Atrioa11 l>elecationa. 
In a 4i1o,ia1loa ef eur taatiaa in the Political Comi,tee 1 it waa &gree4 
that ,re ahou.14 aeek to protract the cliacu.a1ion1 of that Co•l \tee. 

The ten ot a atat8llellt clrcv.l&ted aJDOng memben of the Political 
Committee reiteratiac GUI' oppoeltlon to tru.ateelhlp w.a read. 

It we reporle4 tba, w haA UD4ertaken to recoNe!MI ·,• the lzeoutln 
la Palestine a •oeaae fire• tor tbe Walle4 Cit7 ot Jerualell. A aillilal' 
undertakln.:; bad been lla4e 1tJ the repreaentative of the Arab Bl.per Co•l'
tee. The Chairman of the huatnahlp Council 1a reoo11118ncllng this acre .. 
ment had noted that the ••••• fir•• for the Walled CitT vu reprd.e4 aa 
mere].J the firet atep to a wicler acteU1eDt encoJDpaaaing tbe enl1re Jlmlci
pality of Jeruaalemi It wae reported further that we bad taken ocoaaion 
to expreea our view on a poliee for'Qe for Jerusalem at which time we had 
indicated the 4eairabilit7 ef provitinc immediately contingents totallinc 
10.000 men. 

IIVASIOI' :BY W,B suns 

Report, were giYen oa \he intormation received about Iha pro.1ecte4 
invasion of Pe.leatlne b)P Arab al'llliea fro■ Transjorc!an anc1 other state■• It 
was agreed that the matter ehould be drawn to the attention of the Securit7 
Council, and Mr. Shertok and. Dr. Gold•nn undertook to eatablish contact 
with Dr. Lopes and 14. Parodi, Presidents of the Security- Council for April 
aJ'ld. 1~ respeotiveq. It was 1'1rther agreed that urgent rapreaentatiou 
ahould be made on the aubject lo the State Department. It waa 1ugge1te4 
that the ltew Zealan4 l>elega,ion abou.14 be asked to raise the matter iD 
the Securit7 Council, an4 Ur. Comay undertook to••• Sir Carl !erendaen in 
this connection. The iAtroduction b7 one of the delep.tione of a motion on 
the subject of the invuion in the Political Conmittee vae urged. 

<m1tW, HILLDRDfG 

It vu agree4 that General Blll4rinc ahould be contacted at -an earl.T 
opportunity in orur to uoerlain from him the aiCDlfiaance of his appoiJLt ... 
ment in relation to Aaerloan pollq. ; • 

DX'l' IIDTI!TG 

It wa1 &ar•ed a further meetinc ehould be held on Saturclq evening, 
~ 1, to which tbe Paleatlnian member, of the Political Actiona Coanittee 
should be 1nvite4. 

The meeting a4Journecl at 12:00 P.U. 

s.1 • 
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STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL NO. 31 

MINUTES OF MEETING 

AMERICAN SECTION OF THE EXECUTIVE OF THE 

JEWISH AGENCY FOR PALESTINE 

May 2, 1948 

A joi.nt meeting of the American Section of t.he Executive of the 
Jewish Agency fo:.• Pa:~estine and the Pol~.tlcal Advisc:ry Co.:Dli t:t,ee ~-1?.c held on 
Sunday, May 2i.:d, 1948 _ & t 10: 30 A~ M. " & r. ,,b. r; office of t :~.c J 1-lwi r-h .:.g ·m.c7 for 
Palestine, 16 East 66th Streetc New York Ci ·~ya 

EXECUTIVE MEMBERS PRESENT 

Mr,. Moshe Shertok (presidingh ~b-oi Wo:!.f Gold~ Dr;) Nahum Goldmann, 
Mrs. Samuel W. Halprin: Dro Ema~uel Neumanno 

MEMBERS OF POLITICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE PRESENT 

~. ~r~el Gtildstcin, io::1oph ::Tt!rikovcr, :rrs. i-Ioscs ·~s tcin', Leon 
GellJ:11'..n, .. Jacob Greenberg, Zvi Berman, Joseph Klarman, Dr. Siegfried Moses, 
I.I. Posnianslq, J. Rivtin, Louis Segal, Dr~ Oo Wolfsberg, Samuel Zachs, 
Baruch Zuckerman. 

INVASION :F,Y ARAB STATES 

Dr. Goldmann reported on a talk with M. Parodi, President of the 
Security Council, on the subject of action by the Security Council in relation 
to the reported invasion of Palestine by Arab armies~ 

TRUCE PROPOSALS 

Mr. Shertok reported on the American proposals for a three months' 
truce. Be drew attention to the insistent demand from Dean Rusk, of the 
United States Delegation, for the acceptance of the proposal, and to the lat
ter's statement of the consequences that were likely to flow from its rejection. 
Mr. Shertok indicated the obJections he had raised to the terms of the truce 
and also reported that he had dispatched a letter to Secret&r7 of State Marshall 
correcting the impression that the latter had gained about the truce negotia
tions. 

On the conclusion of Mr. Shertok 1s report, questions were addressed 
to him by members . of the Committee. 

In the course of his repl.7, Mr. Shertok mentioned that no repl7 had. 
7et been received from the Executive in Palestine to his cabled communication 
of the truce proposals. The Delegation ef the USSR had been informed b7 us 
of the negotiations. 
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INTERVIEW ·.'ITH MR. CREECH-JOOS 

Mr. Shertot reported on a talk with Mr. Creech-Jones, of the United 
Kingdom Delegation, at Lake Success. 

TRUSTEESHIP COUNCIL 

A report was given of the proceedings in the Trusteeship Council 
and of the reactions to the American propo~al for a special provisional 
regime for Jerusalem. 

DR. MAGNES 

D.'cs Eliash renorted that he had been in contact with Dr . . 3{:.~~es in .,. 
~ 

an effort to confine the lattar's activftieo to the questiol! of tTe!',1.se.lem. 
Several members objecti:id to any contact ,,,i t;1 Dr. Magnes and e:q>ra::rnec~ the 
desire to discuss the riiatter further at c, li::.te~ meuting11 

NEXT MEETING 

It was agreed t~at the discussion shouid be continued at a meeting 
to be held on Monday evening at 8:30 P.M. 

The meeting adjourned at 1:15 F~Mc 
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STRICi'L Y 'jQl;:? ID:::i~TIAL lTO. 32 

1948 

A joint meetinc of the Americo.n Section of the 2-ecutive of the Jetrish 
Acency for ?r,.lestine and ?oli ticc.l Advisory Committee ,-,o.s held on Uonday, 
I•iay 3rd, 1948, at 9 :.;~., at the office of the Jewish Agency for Palestine. 
16 :Jast 66th Street, lTe,.· York City. 

Dr. Ab-oa Hillel ~il ver (~residinc), i-Ir. ~.Io she Shertck, :R.:i.bc ··. ~-::--.lf Gold, 
Dr. 17D.hum Goldmann, i:rs. Sc.'.:nuel Halprin, : \r Fmunutl i:eumam:. 

•·-,•--~s 0-, -oLinICAL · ·,,•rs•o-iy rio· .. ·rmm--, --R.,.., -.-,-m l L J L .:·,.£1. £ r .1. .h.J I' .. .:.1. v 1 •• : ! .L . . ,,.;,, ::.' .r, '-'l!ti. , .1• 

Dr. Israel Goldstein, ,Toseph Ba.nkover, Leon Gellman, J n,cob Greenberg, 
Zvi :i~err.tan, Joseph Kln~"'man, J. Rivtin, Dr. Joseph Schechtman, Louis Segal, 
Samuel Zachs. 

tn"'I'l1:!ID FATIOiTS DEV:JLO?i r.EliTS 

I-lr. Eban reviel•ecl. the developments a t Lake Success and reported on 
the vie,_., ~revailing at Lake Success that t he American ,-,orking paper on 
Trusteeship would be withdrawn. 

TRUCE :?RO?OSAL 

ix. .3herto!t reported on a further develo11ment in the American truce 
:9roposal. It had no,-, ·oeen ,roJ1osed that t~1e General .b.sserioly adjourn for 
ten days durin6 ,-rhich time re~resentntives of the Je,-1ish .Accncy, Arab 
::i~her Committee and certain ntr.tes ,.-·ould journey to tl:e J.addle ::::',nst in 
a special ?residential :plr:-.ne for truce necotiations on the spot. It ,-,as 
anticipated that the reply of t!1e Arabs uould be in the affirr.ia.tive. 

A discussion ini ti!'..ted by Dr. Goldr.mnn then follo,.red on the advis
c:Llili ty or other,.-1i se of acoeptint; the Anerico.n truce J_Jroposal. It -was 
a;-;reed t i'k'tt the discussion should concentrate on the lJOli tical aspects, 
and that, in viel! of the mili te.ry considerations involved, the decision 
,-,ould rest l'i th the Executive in Palestine. It was agreed, furthermore, 
that the :,roposals in their present form ,,,ere unacceptable. A number of 
members, ho,-rever, eT.pressed themselves in favor of the consideration of a 
three rnonths 1 truce. In the course of their arguments, the consequences 
of our non-acceptance in the face of the insistence of the State Department 
,-•ere examined. It ,-ns further 9ointed out that we were at 11 berty to do 
,.•hatever ,-,o.s not expressly forbidden "oy the truce agreement. Implied in 
the propoae.l ,-,as a recognition of our de facto control ,-,hich in the mean
time ,.,e ,-•ere extendinr.;. It ,,res further argued that a revival of Arab 
enthusiasm for ,-rar ,,:ould be difficult after the hiatus produced by the 
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tr,.,ee, Dr, CJold.r:lqlln m~~ ~~q~ed. a11 tt'a lnd.is:pensable conditions for our 
acoe1,to.nce: the dissociation ot the truce from trusteeship and a U.S • 
~n.rantee of help in the event of an invo.sion b7 the Arab States in vie"' 
~f t:1e lo. tter I s freedom to acquire arns durinc the truce. 

Those members opposed to e.ny deferr.ient of the i:..ri.y 1.5 proclano.tion 
s tn.ted thn t no develo11nen t had tnken :~lace ,-rhich necessi tc. ted the revision 
of the Declnration of the Va.ad Leuni and :Jxecutive o.nd of the Actions 
Cot~Jittee Resolution. 'lhey asserted that the ,osition had in fa.ct 
inproved. They referred to re:?ort::; fror.i ~.~ashincton a"Jout the ntti tude 
of the Preoident e.nd of oilitary circl•3S a.nd pointed to the !)Ottsib1.l:l ty 
of recocn:t t:i.on ·oy t.hc tTni ted States of the Je\'1ish Bte.te P..i'~e!· i.Jr,y l.5 , 
They doubted "'hethe:~· tJ e consequences ~een as resul tine f!':,:n ncj~ --acceptance 
,..ould neceRsarily follQ1.··· The truce :,rop0suls in their ._ .. j s·· cor..st.j t·1.ted 
a provisional :political settlement invcl ·.:-in~ the inposi tio:1 of an ~ n:,;er
national authority. ":·7e surrendered our f~e~<:1.om of action ~)ut the J.r:1b 
Str.tes could. D.U;':;men t t~1.E..:i.r illili tc.ry :!;)(')t :;~.1 t inJ du:-in.:; the 1:1011.~hR of ti:e 
truce. "::ith the fai]t;_re of trusteeship, th'3 1bJec~·. i7e of the po~:;-'jpone-
~ent al)penred to be to enable the State :Cepn.r~;'.:ler.t to f~n.d a r..e,-, fcrmula. 
There t•as no assuranc~ regarding a Je,·•ish S·:-.a tf' at thE end of the three 
months, and there ,-,as no likelihood of obt.:i.:i.n-tne a -~arnntee from the 
United States ae;rd.nst in.,rasion. It uas do~btful if all sections of the 
Yishuv l'C.,lld abide by f-. J"ruce. The effects on the Je,-•ish :,oeople and world 
opinion of any fa.ilur~ t.) meet the psycholoe;i.cr.l oxpectc-. tions created by 
the declaration of ou.r intentions for I-a~r 15 ~-,ould be hn.rmful. Dr. 
::eume.nn su.e:-:-;ested the possibility of an earlier establishment of the 
nrovisional f:OVernment for the exercise of such functions as had been re
linauished by the I-Iandatory Government. 

The joint meeting adjourned at 12 midnight. 

At a session of the Executive t'hich commenced nt that hour, it was 
nsreed by a majority vote (Dr. Silver, Reboi Gold, I~s. Halprin ~nd Dr. 
1:euma.nn) to reject the pro:;_Josr-.1 of Dean Rus~: that v::i.rious re!)resentr .. tives 
proceed by ?residential plane to ?alestine for truce necotiations there. 

The Che.irl'!llUl sug:_1;ested tha.t in vie,.-· of the f~.ct that ~:r. Shertok had 
been unr.-.ble to attend the neetin.; of the Actions Cor.mi ttee and in viel' of 
the need of an intercr..o.nce of informo.tion beti·'een the ~xecuti ve in 
?;.~lestine and the Americci.n section t;1at !~. 3!1crtox -oroceed to ?ales tine. 
A :9roposr.-.l nade by Dr. Goldn~nn that n delocation co;:J?OSed of I:r. Shertok, 
Dr. :7eumt1nn and Dr. Goldmann :9roceed to ?nlestine ,.'[. n not accepted. It 
,.-,as o.creed that l~r. Shertok 1 n visit should in no 1.-•o.y :,e associated ,-ri th 
the e:uestion of the truce :_Jroposc.l mid that a decision should be taken on 
the morro,,, after the re:ply had been dispatched to Dean Rusk. It uas 
further agreed that there should be no request to the United States 
Government for a plane to be placed at the dis:posal of ;:.rr. Shertok for 
the tri, from this country. 

TRUSTE::S:i:I? COUlTCIL 

Dr. :1iash re!)orted on developments in the Trusteeship Council "'hich 
t'8.s considering a proposal to recocunend the appointment of a neutral 
:iunicipal Commissioner for Jerusalem. 
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The meeting adjourned at 12s40 A.II . 

T~e joint neetinc of the :~lestine Advisory Coaoittee apd the 
:::.:ecutive ,·as resumed on Tuesda3r, ;cy 4, ~t 10:30 A.i;. 

Dr. Abba. :iillel Silver (presidinc), Ix. i~oshe Sherto~t, Ro.bbi ~•;olf Gold, 
Dr. :~n.hur.1 Golclnar.r., ~~s. Sarauel ~-~. Ifo.l:,rin, Dr. ~nuel lTeUr.1ann. 

~ Dr. Israel Goldstein, Jose}.Jh ::aankover, hrs. Moses Epstein, Leon 
Gellmo.n, Jacob GreenberG, Zvi Herman, Joseph -Klarman, Dr. Siegfried l~ses, 
J. Rivtin, Dr. Jose,h Schechtman, Louis Set;al, Dr. O. :~olfsberc, :SS.ruch 
ZuckernE: .. n. 'Zy invitation: Rab.Di I. i,. Le,,•rin and ;:r. :Benjamin !Iintz. 

TRUC:W :C:R0?0SAL 

The meeting ,-ras inforr.1ed of the decision ta.ken by the Executive on 
the ~roposal emenatini from Dean Rusk, of the United States Delegation, in 

. regard to the mission by Fresider.tial plane to ralestine. It ,-Yas further 
reported that a visit by l-rr. Shertok to Pales tine for reasons unconnected 
,.,1th the truce proposal ,-,as under consideration by the Executive. 

Discussion ,.-,as resumed on the advisability or other,:rise of consider
ation of the proposal for a three months' truce if it involved a deferment 
of the proclft.mation of a Je,.-·ish State but contained certain reo_uisite 
amendments. 

In the discussions the follo,-•inr, decle.red themselves as opposed to 
any deferment: Dr. Silver, I-Irs. lie.lprin, Dr. l7eur.iann, 1-ir. Gellman, 
Rabbi Gold, Dr. Goldstein, Dr. Schechtman. 

The follol·inc indicated that they ,-•ere ::,repnred to consider deferment 
a,f the ~,roclnr.iation under v&.riouslj,- stated conditions: ;:r. Shertok, 
l :.: . Gold~, i:r. J. Greenberr.;, Rabbi I. l~. Le,-·in, Dr. ~:oses, ~;r. Rivtin, 
;;r. Seco.l, Dr. 1lolfsber~-;, ::r. Zuckernan. ;:r. Zvi :!ernan 1s viel' differed 
fron t:1ose of both Groups. ::r. !Uvtin :_Jro:_;osed tho.t the Haf;a~~ tn.lce 
t he ini tin ti ve :?ro:po3in~: a 11cev.se fire 11 • 

It ,-•n.s 2 .. greed tnnt t:1e vie1·•s e::,ressed s::.ould ·oe caoled to the 
I:xecutive in ? Rlestine. 

The meetinr,; adjourned at 12:45 P.H. 

S.H . 
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STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL NO. JJ 

MINUTES OF MEETING 

AMERICAN SECTION OF THE EXECUTIVE OF THE 

JEWISH AGENCY FOR PALESTINE 

~ 10, 1948 

A meeting of the American Section of the Executive of the Jewish 
Agency for Palestine was held on Monday• May 10. 1948, at 11 A.M. at the 
office of the Jewish Agency for Palestine, 16 East 66th Street, New York 
Oity. 

EXECUTIVE MEMBERS PRESEET 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver (presiding), Dr. Nahum Goldmann, Dr. Hayim 
Greenberg. 

IDTITED NATIONS DEVELOPMENTS 

Dr. Goldmann reported on talks with Mr. Trygve Lie and with M. Parodi• 
President of the Security Council. 

A report was given by Ur. Gelber of a talk with Dean Rusk. 

Reports received of developments in Sub-Committee 19 indicated a 
vec~inc of opinion to,-rards the proposal of Er. Creech-Jones for a caretaker 
agency. 

It was agreed that the proposals before the Sub-Committee should be 
carefully scrutinized by us with a view to determining their implications 
on the Resolution of November 29th and our freedom of action after May 15. 
It was reported that the text of the proposals were due to reach us later 
and it was agreed that our reaction should only be formulated after the 
examination of this text and also the records of the discussions, to 
which we should seek access, 

Dr. Robinson atreaaed the desirability of the issuance of a communique 
on May 15th reporting ·on the exercise of certain functions by the governing 
authority of the Jewish State. 

In view of possible action in the V.ni ted Nations to forestall the 
declaration of a Provisional Government on I.fay 15th, 1 t was agreed that a 
cable be sent to Palestine recommending for consideration the issuance of 
the declaration prior to May 15, It was agreed that in the meantime we 
exert every effort to prevent the passage of a resolution calculated to 
bar the declaration or to impinge upon the functions of the Provisional 
Government • 
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On the proposal of Dr. Greenberg, it was agreed to include in our 
cable to the Executive in Palestine a recommendation that an appeal be 
issued to the Arabg who had fled from the area of the Jewish State to re
turn to their homes, assuring them of the necessary protection, 

Mr. Eban reported that he had addressed a letter to Mr. Finn Hoe, 
indicating aspects of the position in Palestine which we hoped the pro
posal would not prejudice. 

MUMICIPAL COUUISSIONER 

It was reported that Mr~ A. P. Clark had not accepted the invitation 
to serve as Municinal Commissioner. The name of Mr. Harold Evans, of . 
Philadelphia, had been added to those under consideration. 

UNITED NATIOlTS PALESTI~1E COHMISSION 

Mr. Comay reported on a talk with .Ur. Medina, of the United Mations 
Palestine Commission, who had inquired whether we would apply for recogni
tion of a Provisional Council of Government by the Palestine Commission. 

FURTEER UEETINGS 

It was agreed that a further meeting should be called as soon as the 
text of the proposal was available to us. 

The meeting adjourned at 1:00 l?,M • 

s. H • 
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ID!Oll,T CONFIDENTIAL #34 

MlNUTES OF MEETIBG 

AMERICAN SlOOTION OF THE EXECUTIVE OF TBE 

JEWISH AGENCY FOR PALESTINE 

MAY 10, 1948 

A meeting of the American Section of the Executive of the Jewish 
Agency for Palestine was held on Mond81', May 10, 1948, at S P.M. at the 
office of the Jewish Agency for Palestine, 16 East 66th Street, New York 
City. 

IXECUTIVE MEMBERS PRESENT: 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver (presiding), Rabbi Wolf Gold, Dr. H~im 
Greenberg, Dr. Lanuel Neumann .. 

UNITED NATIONS TEMPORARY CENTRAL OOMJ.llSSION FOR PALESTINE! 

The text of the working paper presented by the Rapporteur, Mr. 
Finn Moe, to Sub-Committee 9 for the establishment of a United Nations 
Temporary Central Commission for Palestine was read to the meeting. It 
was reported that we had received an unofficial request from Mr. Finn Moe 
for our observations on these proposals, which would be formelly trans
mitted to us later. At tbat time, we would receive an invitation to sub
mit our views to the Sub-Committee. 

In the consideration of the document, the view was expressed that 
whilst the second part merited consideration, the first part was clearly 
u.nacceptabl e and should be eliminated. 

In the course of discussion a number of objections to the pro
visions of the document were elaborated and it was pointed out that these 
obJections would have to be met before our agreement could be given. Amon,; 
aspects of the document regarded as objectionable were its crystallization 
of the de facto territorial situation, its reference to the convtJ«ation 
of a further session of the Assembly for the peaceful adju•tment of the 
situation in Palestine, the concept of neutrality by which it was sought 
to equate the position of Jews and Arabs, the peraonalistic approach exem
plified by the use of the term "community", the introducti"n of references 
to truce. It was suggested that our criterion for the rejection or other
wise of ml1' provision of the document should be whether or not it hampered 
the establishment of our Provisional Government and the exercise by it of 
its legitimate functions. 

T.n view of the fact that we did not yet exercise de facto control 
of the entire area of the J ewiah State, it was suggested by Dr. 1'euA!lnn 
that we cable to the kecutive in Palestine recommending all possible steps 
to indicate, even if only symbolically, the exercise of control by us over 
the entire area, e.g., by the division of the area into Districts for which 
Oommieaionera ahould be nominated • 

Mr. Toft reported on a talk with Dr. Granados. 
The meeting a4"ourned at 6i4S P.M. s.a. 
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STRICTLY CQNJ'IJ)ENTIAL NO. JS 

MIMES Of MZETiltG 

.AMERICAN SECTIO:R OJ THE EXECUTm OF TBE 

JIWISH AGENCY iOR PAIESTINE 

~ 17. 1948 

A meeting of the American Section of the Executive of the Jewish Agency 
for Palestine ''8.B held on Monday, May 17th at 10:JO A.M., at the office of 
the Jewish Agenc7 for Palestine, 16 East 66th Street, New York Cit7. 

IIIUJSU lCIIIF-1S PRISDT 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver (presiding), Dr. Nahum GoJdmanu, Dr. Ba7im 
Greenberg, Mrs. Samuel Halprin• Dr. Emanuel Nf'umann. 

REPRESEETATION OF ISRAEL AT LAKE SUCCESS AND WASHINGTON 

Cables were read from Mr. Moshe Shertok, of the Provisional Government 
of Israel, notifying the appointment of Mr. Eliahu Epstein as representative 
of Israel in Washington and of Major Aubrey Eban as representative to the 
United Nations at Lake Success. The cable also referred to the functions 
of the Jewish Agency in the period immediately ahead. The Chairman con
gratulated _l-fr. Eban on his appointment • 

SEOUQITY COUNCIL 

Dr. Goldmann reported on a talk with Mr. Andrei Grom,ko, of the USSR 
Delegation, who had advised that the Provisional Government of Israel 
should not seek admission to the Security Council unless it was previously 
assured of the necessary seven votes·. In this connection the nature of 
such notification aa had been sent by ~Ir. Shertok to the United Nations 
was discussed. It was agreed that there should be no application at this 
stage for admission. 

Dr. Ellaah referred to the diacueaion on the status of the Jewish 
Agency before the Security Council at its session on Saturdq, Ma,7 15,, and 
urged that we should not of our own accord raise this matter again as it 
would be used by certain members of the Council to divert attention from 
the consideration of the acts of aggression with which w~ had charged the 
Arab governments. It was further agreed that a cable sh.Juld be sent to Mr. 
Shertok conveying to him the considerations involved in i~ciding 'Ul)on the 
proper time for an application for admission. 

Dr. Robinson reported on a paper under preparation b7 the United 
Nations Secretariat on the legal aspects of aggression against Palestine 
and the State of Israel reapeotiTely. 

Mr. Toff reported that Dr. Gra.Dadoe of Guatemala had indicated his 
readiness to diacusa with hi• government the question of ita participation 
in the proceedings of the Securit7 Council. 
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Dre GQldmann reported on talke with tho 9oorcstaria~ ef tho United 
Nt1,tlona and a telephone conversation with Mr. Fisher of Paris • 

It was agreed that Dr. Goldmann should ask M. Parodi, as President of 
the Secu•·".ty Council, io issue a warning to the Arab States and to further 
suggest to It. Parodi or Ur. Trygve Lie that representatives of the Truce 
Commission -- the names of »r. Azcarate and Colonel Lund were mentioned -
should proweed to Tel ATiv and Galilee in order to be in a position· to 
report on dovelopmenta. 

It was agreed that we should await the United States Delegation1s 
statement before participating in the discussion at the Security Council. 
Mr. Eben undertook to obtain from Mr. Ross, of the United States Delegation, 
an indication of ,hat delegation's attitude at the forthcoming session of 
the Security Council. 

BEOOGlTITION OF THE STATE OF ISRAEL 

It was reported that a request for recognition had been ad.dressed by 
Mr. Eliahu Epstein, as Acting Representative of the Provisional Government 
of Israel, to Mr. A. Gromyko of the USSR Delegation; and that similar 
letters had also been addressed to La.tin American delegations. The need 
for obtaining recognition from a number of countries in the near future was 
stressed and the Chairman suggested that the assistance of the United Stales 
Government should be enlisted in this connection. 

Mr. Comay reported on communications addressed to the delegations of 
New Zealand and Australia on the subject of recognition. 

Dr. Robinson stated that he had be~n consulted b7 Mr. Shertok in re
lation to certain questions involved in an ayproach for recognition from 
non-member states of the United Nations. 

JEWISH AGEMCY Al1D REPRESENTATIVES OF ISRAEL 

The need for the closest cooperation between the American Section of 
the Jewish Agency and the representatives of the State of Israel in Washing
ton and Lake Success was stressed and it was agreed that I-lessrs. Epstein 
and Eban should be invited to a special meeting to be held on one of the 
evenings of thia week. It was reported that Mr. Oscar Gass had been 
asked by the Provisional Government to serve as its economic adviser in 
Washington. 

SEPARATION OF FUNCTt011S OF ~EE JEWISH AGENCY Al1D TP~"J 5T.~.TE OF ISRAEL 

Mr. Hamme'.!:' ul'gei a. se?r .. ra.tion of the functions o! t.he -~erican Section 
of the Jewish Agenc.y from these of the :P:rov1sional Governr.ient of the State 
of Israel, in view of the fact that otherwise the Jewish .A~ency would for
feit the right to tax exemption on the contributions it re~eived. He 
urged that the following steps be immediately ta.ken: 

a) That funds be immediately made available to the two representa
tives !n the Uni"•;,& Staie• of the Provisional Government of Israel for 
3Uch expenses as they might incur-
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b) that the Agenc71a holding 0011>oration grant a lease on the building 
in Washington to the Representative of Israel and that this act be publicized • 

c) That Messrs. Epstein and Eban resign from the service of the Jewish 
Agency so that their registration under the Foreign Agents Act be cancelled. 

It was agreed that these steps be taken subject to the oonsideratio~ 
of the details involved by the Finance Committee. A cable should be dis
patched informing the Government of Israel of the reoommen4ation with regard 
to the first of the three steps. 

¥r. :Hammer proposed that Major Eban, as the representative of Israel 
before th~ United Nation• should set up a apecial office outside of the 
Agency offices. It was felt that consideration of this proposal should be 
postponed. 

It was suggested by Dr. Neumann that one of the acts clearly de~n
strating the separation of functions would be the resignation of members 
of the Provisional Government from the Executive of the Jewish Agency. 

It was suggested that a committee of j or 4 prepare comprehensive 
recommendations on the subject of separating the respective functions of 
the Jewish Agency and the American representation of Israel. 

STATUTE OF J'ERUSAIEM. 

Referring to the advisability of ·a demand for a special se•sion of 
the Trusteeship Council to pass the Statute of Jerusalem, Major Comay S\1&'
gested that an in~uiry be addressed by cable to the Provisional Government 
of Israel. It was 88l'eed that Drs. Robinson and Eliash should examine the 
legal aspects of the position prior to the dispatch of the cable. 

SECURITY COUNCIL 

At this stage, Dr. Goldmann, who had proceeded to an interview with 
M. Parodi, rejoined the me•ting. Rep_orting on the interview with u. 
Parodi, he said that the latter had advised that Israel should not submit 
its application at the present time and that the question of our status 
before the Security Council should not be raised by us. M. Parodi had 
further referred to a proposal for a cease-fire. Dr, Goldmann had sugi
gested to M. Parodi the dispatch of obeervers by the Truce Commission to 
Tel Aviv and Haifa. Referring to M. Parodi's objection to a direct warning 
from the President of the United States to the Arab states, the Chairman 
recommended that we could hope for little in the way of effective action 
from the Security Council and we should therefore continue to press for 
action on the part of the United States. 

With regard to the question of a cease-fire, reference was made to an 
earlier statement b7 Hr •. Ben-Gurion on the subject. It was felt, however, 
that the details of a cease-fire proposal would have to be considered b7 
the Government in Israel • 
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The view was reiterated that we should not raise the question of our 
status before the Security Council unless required to do ao and that simi
lar]¥ we should not enter into the legal aspects of aggression directed 
against Palestine and Israel unless the statement prepared by the Secretariat 
did not deal satisfactorily with the matter. Our participation should ~e 
reserved for a later stage in the proceedings of the Security Council. 

RETURU OF I,JR. SHERTOX TO UNITED S'rATES 

A proposal was made that Mr. Shertok should be advised to return to 
th~ United States. The Chairman expressed the view that the matter should 
be left to Ur. Shertok1s 4ise~etion and no recommendation should come from 
us. 

The meeting adjourned at 1:10 P.M. 

s. H. 
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Thurs c~", l ".D.y 20, 1948 

A meetill€ of the Anerican Section of the Executive of the Je,-~1•h 
,Acency for ?nlestine ,-ras held on Thursday, iiay 20. 1948, e.t 5:45 ?.U. at 
the office of the Je,.-rish ~ency for ?alestine, 16 ~st 66th Street, lTe,-, 
Yol'k. 

Dr. lTahum Goldmann (presidin£;), Rabbi ~-~olf Gold, Dr. Hayim Greenberg, 
Z.-irs. Sr:-.mu.el Halprin, Dr. ::manual lTewnann, Urs. Golda J.;eyerson. 

SITU.&~I017 II: ?AL:STI11E 

The Chairman welcorned l!rs. Heyerson to the ~eetine;. In revie1rrinf~ the 
situ~.tion in Palestine, i-trs. I-Ieyerson indicr .. ted that there ,-,as reason to 
expect a. successful outcome of the strug.~le ,-,aGed by the mili tn.ry forces of 
Israel ar-:~inst Arab 8€Gression. She stressed the need for money, manpo,-,er 
and nilitri.ry material. In expressing support of Hrs. lieyerson 1s mission 
1 t ~-re.s agreed that efforts should be made to secure 1nore than a ho.lf share 
of the ,roceeds of the forthcoming U.J.A. campaie,n for the needs of Israel. 

Hrs. Heyerson indicated that she ,-•ould seek to obtain imnediately 
at 'lcast ,15,000,000 in ccsh. 

It lYaS aereed that the role of :3ri tt'.in in the attack of the Arab Le&inn 
on Jcrunaler.1 should be vicorously e::posed to the Aoerican public, !:rs. 
i:eyeroon :pointed out that Philst t-·e hoped to repel t!1is attl.lc!: the fi~htilng 
•:•as bo\tnd to result in c<?nsideri'.ble destruction of life and proJ.)erty in 
Jerusr.len. It ,.-!C.s 8.t,-reed th.ct o. press conference sho·.,.ld be arrruiced 
ir.1:-:1edio.tely in i7e"' Yor!: -- and ::.,ossibly o.lso in ~·7ashii~cton -- on ,-,hich 
occa.nion i-!rs. 1:eyerson l.•ould r.1c.l~e s:.,ecinl reference to the q_uestion of 
Jcru~o.ler.1. 

l-~Til:G OF ACTIOiiS co:~;ITTEE 

A cable t-!8.S read from l-1r. Shertok in regard to the date pro~oaed for 
the further meetine of the Actions Comr.11 ttee. It ,-,as agreed that ,.,e should 
tnra.i t developoents at the United 17ation.a for e. !eH days and then reply to 
the cable . 
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ALLOCATION TO mRIW UIIVlkaITY 

A letter wa.1 tabled from Mr. Mendel Fiaher, Secretary of the Joint 
Committee of the Xeren Hqeaod am. Keren layemeth asking approval of a 
recomenda.tion that it allocate part of a eum of $)SO,OOO to the Hebrew 
University, it being underatood that an "equitable aha.re" of th11 amount 
would be contributed b7 the Joint Distribution Conmittee. Dr. Israel 
Wechsler, ~hairman of the American Friends of the Hebrew Univer1it7, who 
waa preaent by invitation, described the urgency of the need.a of the Hebrew 
University. In the course of diacuaaion, reference wa1 made to the harm 
caused by the political activities of Dr. Mapes. At the same time, 
anxiety was ezpreeaed about the aurvival of the Hebrew University and 1~ 
was agreed tho.t, whilst the American Section was not competent to vote the 
required sum, a recommendation should be forwarded on the subject to Mr. 
Kaplan in Tel Aviv. Mr. Kaplan should be informed that in the event of iio 
reply from him within the next fortnight, we would assume that the reoo ... 
mendation had met with his approval. Dr. Silver asked that his dissenting 
vote should be recorded. It was agreed that a cable should be sent to Mr. 
Xe.plan, and I.fr. P!oofien, who was due to leave for Israel on Sunday. was 
asked to transmit the views of the Executive to Mr, Xe.plan. 

DR. 1~IZlwm'1S VISIT TO PRESIDENT TRUMAN 

Reports were given of the interview of Dr. Weizmann with President 
Truman and of the subsequ~nt interview given by Dr. Weizmann to the repre
sentatives of the press. 

SUSPEllSION OF SHIPPING SERVICES 

A cable from Mr. Shertok waa read referring to the reported decision. 
of certain shipping lines not to visit the ports of Israel. Mr. Hoofien 
undertook to investigate the matter further with the American Export Line. 

SECURl!l'Y COUNCIL 

Mr. Eban reported on developments in the Security Council. The need 
for further action in the Belgian and Canadian capitals was stressed in 
this connection. A suggestion was made that Dr. Goldmann should be asked 
to visit Brussels and it was reported that Mr. Comay would assist a dele
gation of Canadian Zionists who were proceeding to meet representatives of 
their government. Tributes were paid to the manner in which Mr. Eban was 
discharging his task at Ie.ke Success. 

Mr. Toff reported on contacts with the Colombian and Argentinian dele
gations • 
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RECOGlTITION OJ' fHE STATE OF ISRAEL 

Reference was made to the announcement of recognition by the South African 
Government, and the pcaition of the other Dominions on the subject was 
reported. Concern was eJ!)re11ed at the absence of recognition from any 
state in Western Europe, and a report was given on a talk about roco~ttion 
:fr~n 'tl!o· SCt\M~n.a «sutri1•s·. A ~,,•ti wn all-o g4v011 ()(f' ~fiort.e inittiated 
J.a lc)gota aid kolllMI' M.m. • ~ 

TBE POSITION IN JERUSALEM 

It was agreed tho.t efforts should be made to ensure that the fighting 
in the Old City be presented in truer perspective in the American press. 

MODIFICATION OF THE EMBARGO 

In respon~e to a question from Dr. lreumann, Ur. Ruffer indicated the 
advantages that would be derived by Israel for a modification of the United 
States embargo. 

ALLOCATIOlT TO YESHIVOTH 

A letter ,1as tabled from Mr. ir. Fisher, Secretary of the Joint Ooutl
tee of iel!lln llB1JCsod and Keren Kayemeth, recommending an allocation to the 
United Yeshivoth. Reference was also made to telegrams received from 
Rabbis Untermeyer, Berlin and Fishmnn. Rabbi Gold described the serious• 
ness of the plight of the Yeshivoth. It ns agre6d Uat a decisiQn·i~ $11~ 
mattcar t c .. '.oii properly .with the Executive in Palestine but that our posi
tive recommendation should be transmitted. It wa.s further agreed that Mr. 
Hoofien should convey the views of the Executive on the matter to Mr. 
Kaplan in Tel Aviv. 

MESSAGE TO CLEVELAm> 'l'EUPLE 

It was agreed that on the occasion of the annual meeting of the 
Cleveland Temple, of which Dr. Silver was the spiritual leader, a message 
should be sent CM)ZV9~1ng the appreciation of the Executive for the action 
of the congregation in enabling Dr. Silver to devote his time and energy 
to the Zionist movement. 

The meeting adjourned at 4:)0 P.M. 

s.H • 
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STltI0$'LY CONFm;,rIAL lt>• 37 

MlJIUTIS or Mli:'!IBG 

»t!RICAN SIOTIOB o:r ,a mctnIVE ot 'I'd" 

.JZWISH AGENCY J\)1\ 1.ALISTI!Gl 

MaJ 25, 1948 

A meeting of the Acorican, Soctibu of tho Ed-~1Va ·of the •: ... rewtlh 
'-eMJ Sb'! !aloatlhe vae aal4 ·on '»uaeilaf,: Mat 25, 1-6 El60 Pe-fil.. tit. '1h43 

~tfices ot the ~e\fish Agency, 16 Eaat ·66th Street, Bew York Ci~Yo 

n:Ect.t!IVE MEt,mERs PRESE!fr 

Dr. Abba Hi+lel Silver (presiding) Rabbi Wolf Gold• Dr" h~~:- ~ ,n 
Greenberg. Mrs. Samuel Ha.Jprin, Dr. Emanuel Nfn1Mann. 

MmlTillG OF THE AC'1I0NS CCMl-tIT'l'EE 

Reference was again made to the cable frnm Mr .. . Shr..rti,k e:hot;:~ -~;!.•s t .. ,~~e 
for a meeting of the Al.}ti,.>tH~ CoJ1:-1i'lites. Dr., i~e,-:_ in.-:-~~m ,:,r,p')?"iie:1. o;· .. t: ·l~ ~J 1• • 

cussions held on the s,.1.bj~ct ~t c. 11~~ting uf i;oo ?o:ti-!j~.c.3,l .AtL-,i~r.,t'~i" :.: .:imJ:t5.t
tee a'~ which membera cf the A.ct5.,::-11s Com.-I!i tte~ ::-~~:l.J.e11·t i;i New ~·"1·>. 1:.--..~ •. 
been present·. Aft.e~ ll:':. 3~1esion ,. it 'l:tan e.g'l· eC1~ •:;o ~dvl~e Mr. She:-·~,,!: -~, b3.·i; 
the meeting should 1!o·i,; ·oa he lo. wi th~~n the n'-):rt fe· ;-r weckf.-\, b-ut ~lil.>11.l-i 

take p:ace shortly b,.1~·0:L'e the ~~.eoti'~g of the G~.•10ra.:i. Asse;tbly i::1 ?..1:·~-~o 
It should be augg~s·'.;~d tc l·1h·,, f.A~r-tok liha.t the 11~e·\~n3 of ., the A,1ti-·rr.t~ 
Committee should be :t...,~,:. i ·.::. l-...~.f:-...,.r:t if, in the l :~~h·~. o:' milita.ri ,10 ·,·e'i.l"lp
ments in Pa.lestine 9 -.~t ~.m.s f,,• .:r.1 to be feE1-~:'."olG ,~o hold. the mee~:L1G a·~: 
tbe.t time. The vie·"- w~.1.~ e:~x~ef.9ec. ·~hat the i.\l~tn pl'eorJeu.pa.tiort ·J! thi3 
Actions Commi ttea pj; 71:1·5.~· ~nea ~:l.n.g won.hl bo wi ◄.il;. t;~e 2.Lte1·ee. at:~.•uc;·~urt::. li"l-5. 

functions of the ~i.,1ri nt 'J:"G;~Id.~<•,t-5.o!l tJ1l ln J.;t .:_~ ci~c~st.tllleet 1.t ~-~.t: 
d ,i 3 . .... 1..·1 ,. ·, 1 ~· • - .... . , ...... ,._., ' ·F' - " 1 -~!, G 'I t'• -I•'\ t,· eeme"" a.c -. , ~ i,Ll .·.fl , ., ·.cl,, .,;1~ .,:>c:-, .... •: .. ,.,:12_)3.,· 1..:, 1 : ) . •.J e\•d: '~' .. ... ..• e a-.• n .c. .. .... ..c 
Zio .. .;st ,,,Y ... ""II'e~t a.'· . .... ,,"' 1 ' •r.- ,,u-:,·c 1·1

~ ,,., .. ~"P :.J,e •l,,..J,..,,. ,..~ e ·1e""••o ) •• -1-.,-l:. .-) 1J... ,, ... , . W O ~ .t- • '7•· '·' ~ ... ' • • .., • ._ ; ;, • ., I I \ . ~-"--· z ~ .,.,. ,, t,.' IJ J •. . --...~ . .. V'J '- J. • ~• \t ,.,,, I 'I.,• •J ~ ..& ..,. , 

P 1 t • ... . ' . \,. • • I .. . t'- • A ~ J 'i ., ' • e.. es 1.ne. J..l v:i.~,,, ':1' ·r, __ 3 :i:.:-,.. .. n• ;.,:.:.a·0 !1E: . (fi)n~·.•&. L .n:i:-;t>re .. i" \•'T-1 ... <".•. :r;,e::;i~: ~.r,. 

Pe.1•is:- it w~s hg.l'.'•~ae. t1!i:-.t ~nln ~it;y· sl'l<Jt,J.J. ·b~ :r.,1~~:ri.:-~1; ~1:io .. ~ f:n· ~;'.:_,e :r.,1.'r.Jc39r-

D-..u-ing the e ,u::-r:1~ ~f +:hA ~ iscus~if;t ,;-:,. -U.1.13 r~~;.1\·.~Ji.0:.1 of: t.:1e f,r,~t inj::.s 
of the JewLth .. ;.{!/~:w ... , ::.'.).;:_ Zlr-nir.t C::-~~.n1~9.~io11 fj~cm th,,~e ,_,f t.~·.e J~1·rr; ,:<"lJ"Jff:'l.·:; 

f r. 1 . ~ . .:I • • , ◄ i- • \. • ., .. • 1 o .s~·a.e r. 1 ... •;:c.;.1 :i_:10 ... ~1tfk"' ,,1,.~; ·i 1~\; \jf\r •i,.:u'.!. u-.-.•gan-·, ~,.-: ·:.~.0n~ !.!:)1'u.:l :d· ··~• .. l·.~ 
t1F.3ar.tii.l1G ~o t=tJ~;,n wi·~hJ\·.t ·=.;l .. e CN.l.n")C£'. tl :)n ··Jf a fr;rro .. 1 •:t1,3t.l:.".{, o :~· t · . .tfJ 
Actio~ti Oomm:t·::.i;,;3~. P.efer~t.i.c3 wa.s. ~/!.e to '.:ha F .. d··ti.eu.1•5.liti o:' ";::iP :i. s~~-~·.1a.-
tion fl•om the ]h .. 1:h}Utive of •:;h3 Jewiah Agency ci thoide nie1ii:,e-:•,:J w; .. r.1 w£r..J 

nbw members of tha Provisi\lnal Counci1 of Govern!Dent. 

It was agreed that there should be preliminary discussions here a.bout 
the functions of. the Zioni~t Organization in .the light of the changed 
conditions and that at an appropriate time a meeting of the Zionist 
parties should be convened • 

.. 
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ur. m1a1tu J:pctein indicated that action in regard to the modifica
tion of the er.1bar60 hinced in soce mes.sure on the outcome of the 
deliberations of the Security Council._ He ste.ted that representr.tions 
had been r.\a.de to t!1e Stnte Department in recard to the detention by the 
Lebanese Government of tho passengers of the Ua.rine Carp. He referred to 
the :,robable fora of the accrcdization of a le:;ation of the Stnte of 
I srnel to ~·:'ashin::;t on. 

SECURITY COUlTC IL 

1:r. !roan reported on the develo3>oonts of the ~,. in the Security 
Counci.l. i:t-. Co~c.y revorted one., t.e.lj: ,-,1th ~!r. J. Ross of the United 
StP. tes Deleeo.tion. Reports 'l:~ere ~~iven of contacts vi th represent1:ltives 
of the ·Governmento of 3eleium ar.d Canad.a, and. in ~tie•·· of the fact that 
the votes of these t'l·'O c~1.intries 'l:•ould be neeessarr for the ~ssaGe of 
the United . Staten rtesolution, it 1:'D.G af;reed that certoin further action 
should ·oe ta.!-:en. 

The meetin-::- adjourned a.t 7:10 P.i!. 

S.H. 
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.STRIC~Y COlti'lDEl:TIAL UO. ,a 

AI.ERICAli SECTIOH OF TZ!E ~UTIV:: OF Tm: 

JmTISii AGElTCY FOR PA'L!::STilTE 

May 27. 1948 

A meeting of the Ameriean Section of the Executive of the Je,,,iah Agency 
for Palestine t,as held on 'l'hursday-. 1~ 27. 1948, at 10130 A.U .• e.t the 
office of the Je,•'1sh Agency, 16 East 66th Street. lle,, York City. 

~CUTI\'E lIEiGERS PRESElTT 

Rabbi Wolf Gold, Mrs. Samuel ,1. Halprin, Urs. Golda Meyers,:-•.:. . j,:..: 

representa·'-1 ve of the Provision~.l Governme~t of Israel; Mr. A. ~: . :rv1n. 

SECURITY COUlTC IL 

I-Ir. Eban reported on developments at the Security Council. Di.r.ci1ssion 
took ~lace on our attitude to a resolution likely to be introduc~~ ~J on9 of 
the delega. tions ,-,hich ,-,ould seek the applica ti<>n of Chapter VI I, Ar~. J9 in 
the first instance to Jerusalem only. It was agreed that ,-,e should jnsist 
upon the application of thia Article to the situation in the ,-,hole of Palestine. 
If. ho,.,evor, it appeared that a resolution ,-iould be adopted in respect of 
Jerusr:-.lem only, ,-,e should seek to introduce certain essential provisions ,-,1th 
reeard to the supply of food, ,-·ater and fuel to Jerusalem over the roac:;.s 
leading into it. 

It ,-,as e.~eed that our attitude 1.•rould be primarily determined by the 
facts of the militc.ry situation and it ,-~s reported thnt a cn.ble had been 
sent to the Government o:~ Isra.E'l for its -instructions. 

The need to~~ net i ·>n :; n. \ :c.r; i:1ir'citcn des:.[;ned to :!.nfluence thn ~~l.;~.n.n 
and Co.nadian delac;a. t tor..~ ,-.•ri:-: n i·:::-eosed. 

AR. ·s ..,. ,_ ,.'!)oo 
1 A .i:.U ·A.J.l\A 

Hrs. Ueyerso~ reported on a talk ,,.1, th Urs. FJ.eeno:i:- Roosevelt ,.,5_ th 
regard to action on t11.e United. States emJa:..~c-,. 1-h·r:s. ~.1.prin & t:.. .. t .t3 .~d '.~he 
need for specit1.l o.ction in 1lashin8ton on the matte:-. In ·Ghis conna,,ticn 
it ,,,as further sugeested that the press campaicn should be intensi;t'ied.. 

THE 11 CHtJRCHl-iAl.T 11 

Reference ,sa made to the controversy that had arisen as the result 
of the refuaal of Secretary of S.tate Harehall to accept an a•re.rd from the 
11Churciunan11 • It ,,,as reported that ·obJectiona had been raised to tbe 
acceptance of this a,,,ard bf 1-ir. Eban as repreaente.tl ve of t.he Government 
of Israel. In the diacuesion ,-,hich f"ollo•1ed, Ur. Eban po~ed c,ut that he 
had had no kno,,,1e4ge of the aurroundi_ng controT,ray fll.t the time he -bad 
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accepted the invitE'.tion. It ,-,as _agreed that Hr. Eban should notify the 
sponsors of the dinner that he could not attend since thio ~,as a matter ot 
domestic controveray. 

A RfflEt" OF THE i iILITARY SI'l'UATIOIT 

rt ,-,a.a reported that Mr. Shertok ,-~ould be aaked to supply ua with a 
survey of the military situation. 

A?POil;Tl-rn:lTTS 13Y oo,rmlTMElTT OF ISRAEL 

1-fr. Eban informed the meeting of the apyointment of Ur. Arthur Lnurie 

as Consul-General in the United States of the Government of IsraelJ a~u o~ 

lra.Jor i:. S. Cornay as head of the Commom·•eal th Department of the :Fo-:-ei,~11 

Service of the State of Israel. 

The meeting adjourned at 12:10 p.m. 

S.II. 
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STRICTLY COlr.FIDElTTIAL lTO. 39 

1-IIliUTES OF UICETilTG 

AMERI CAlT SECT I OlT OF THE EXECUTIVE OF THE 

~-!ISH AGEITCY FOR PALESTIHE 

May 27, 1948 

A meeting of the American Section of the Executive of the Jewish Agency 
for Palestine ,-,as held on Thursday, Uey 27, 1948, at 9 ?.M., at the office 
of the Je,·•ish Agency, 16 East 66th Street, lTe,-, York City. 

BXECUTI~ I-IEI 3ms PRESEl':'T 

Rabbi ~·:olf Gold, Dr. Hayim Greenberg; Representr~ tive of the ?rovisiona.l 
Government of Isr~el, i-Ir. Aubrey S. :Too.n. 

S:E:CURI TY COu1TC IL 

lir. 3ba.n revie,-,ed developments in the Security Council and referred 
to the pro.: Jsals introduced ·o~r the USSR e.nd United ~<int;dor.i deleeations. 
The implications of the United Kingdom Resolution •:•ere studied by the 
neeting and the text of a statenent issued by us at Lake Success ,-'ll.S read. 
It ,-·as reported that the United States Delegation had asked l-Ir. Eban for 
our reaction to the United Kingdom Resolution and it ,.,as agreed that 1 t 
should be an emphatic negative. It was further agreed that our objections 
should be to the intent and principle of t he United Ki?l{;dom document and 
should not involve an exar.iination of its deta ils. 1:r. Eban ,-,ould make a 
statement at an early sta.ee in the session of the Security Council. In 
response to a re~uest frot:1 the Had.assah organization, Hr. Eben undertook 
to incorporate in his statement a reply to the allegation made by Sir 
Alexander Cadogan in regard to the events preceding the attacl: on the 
Hadassah Hos~ital by the Arab forces. 

REPORT :EROl I W.ASHI17GT01T 

A report ,-,e..s given of developments in l'ashington and it ,-~s agreed 
that the developments in the Security 0~.incil made further action in the 
Capital i~er~tive. 

The meeting adjourned at 10:00 P.i-1. 

S.H . 
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MIW'l'IS OF MEETilm 

AMElUCAn SEOTIOlJ OF THE EXECUTIVE OF TBE 

JWISH AGENCY FOR PALESTINE 

Mq )1, 1948 

A meeting of the American Section of the Executive of the Jewish 
Agency for Palestine was held on Mond.Q, May Jl, 1948 at 8:15 P.u., at 
the office of the Jewish Agency for Palestine, 16 East 66th Street, New 
York City. 

EXECUTIVE MEUBERS PRESEN'l': 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver (presiding), Rabbi Wold Gold, Dr. Hayim Green
berg, J.irs. Samuel t1

• Halprin. 

RElJ:aESEl!TATIVE OF TElJ PROVIS!Ol~AL GOVERlTii!E!l'l' OF ISRAEL: 

Ha.,1or Aubrey s. Eban. 
/ 

CEASE-FIRE BESOLU'1ION 

1-iajor Eban reported on devalopments in the Security Council leading 
to the e.cceptance -ny it of the United Kingdom resolution with certain 
amendments. The _text of the cease-fire resolution and also certain 
observations thereon had been cabled to Tel-Aviv. A cable had been re
ceived from Ur. Shertok asking for clarification of parts of the resolu
tion, and Hr. Eban' s reply thereto waa read. 

Reports were given which indicated that the period of the cease-fire 
would be the occasion of considerable political activity calculated to 
reduce the territory of the State of Israel, The need for action in Wash
ington d.esigned to secure support for the maintenance of the political and 
territorial integrity of Israel was stressed. • 

• I 

• • 111 wu,. ,,ets sed that the new development a further accentuated the im-
portance of securing recognition from more countries and the view was 
expressed that the aid of the United States should be sought for thia 
purpose. It was reported that General Hilldring would visit the Presi
dent and it was &ll'•ed that hie cooperation ahoua,d be enlisted. 

It was announced that recognition had been acoordad Israel by Costa 
Rica • 

,;. 
\. . 
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RADIO .AND PUSS BEPOR!S ON THE MILIT.ARY SITUATION 

Attention was acain drawn to the distorted picture in the press and 
on the radio of the military situation in Paleetine. Reference was made 
~b cables to Mr. Shertok on the subject. It was agreed that in the cir
cwnatancea a statement should be issued in the name of a military spokes
man of the Israeli delegation, depicting the military situation in proper 
perspective. 

Ur. :•i't"fer reviewed the situation in the Arab States. Be also re
ferred to the entry nf :ri:.:•.i t~'.':'y supplies into Pe.lesti~e and further 
action with refere'!lce :.;:, -~ .. l:J., .j program was discus3ed:-

UNITED JEl·1ISH APPEAL AND LIBERTY LOAN 

Mrs, Meyerson report~-i on the progress of the campaign and the achieve
ments of her mission tn 03tso 

The Cha'5.:•r.ian sugg~s·!.i=:l '.ih2.t a meeting should be held in the near 
future in or•J.t:.T t,o s.~pJ.o:c~ i-he question of a. Liberty Loan. 

Urs. Ueyerson urged t~1·~ Zionist leaders take every step to demcmstrate -
through their participation in meetings and othe?"Wise -- the importance of 
the United Jewish Appeal Campa.ig~. 

TEE DE7.ENCE A 'iE OJ t~L Allt' FUND RAISING UT TEE UNITED STATES 

A cable f ·roo rr el Aviv ,,,s.s 1 .. ead reporting progress in the absorption 
of the dissident groups into the Defence Army of Israel, In terms of the 
Defence Army Ordi~ance, the existence of any other army group was illegal. 

Several members urge~ that a statement should be issued to the American 
public indicating that no group was authorized to collect funds for the 
defence of Israel unless prope~ly empowared by the State of Israel. After 
discussion, it was agreed to ,1tilize tha cable which had been received, 

, and in addition to send a cable to M1·. :Be;n ... C'"'UI'ion for an exposition of the 
situation as it now stoon as a result of the Defence Army Ordinance. On 
receipt of Mr. :Ben-Gurion' s reply, a eiiatement would be issued to the 
public ir. the name of the Agency and the American Zionist Emergency Council • 

. -Attention was drawn to unauthorized street collections. It was agreed 
to ask the American Zioniat Emergency Council to take up the matter with 
the city authorities. 

SECURITY COUltCIL 

Beferenoe wae macle to · the fact that the Syrian Delegate, Mr. Faris el
Xhouri. wou~d occupy the preeid.ency of the Securit7 Council during June, 
and it was doubtful whether he ·would rocuse himself fro~ the presidency 
when the queat1on of Palestine was under diacuasion. It was agreed that 
contact should be eatabliahed with the United States Delegation in t~e :1111t, • 
ter in order to .innre that . Mr. el-.lhouri should not preaide at such ti1n(\ 
aa th,e problem of Paleetine ·wa, under di1cu11ion. • 



It was agreed that it waa desirable at this stage to aecure admission 
to the Security Council as representatives of the Proviaional Government 
of Israrl rather than of the Jewish Agency for Palestine. But before 
making such application, we should explCJ:ra with the U:lited States and 
other delegations the qu&ation of obtaiui~g the necessary sup~ort to 
guarantee such admission~ 

DETAims Ili LEBANON 

It was agreed that an effort ·ahould be mado to establish contact 
with the men detaine•i. in Lebanon and it wa.e sugg~.ctee. 7-ha.t the Sta.te 

Department should te a~ked to dispatch a cha.plain to t~em immediately. The 
Chairman advised tho.t action trould be taken by the American Zionist Emer
gency Council. 

STATEHENT BY CmtISTIAU UNION 

Reference was ma~e to the manifest0 issued by the officials of the 
Christian ttnion in Palestine, and it Wl~s agreed that we should issue a 
statement exposing the true nature of these Arab-controlled organizations. 

The meeting adJo~aad at 10:45 P.Mc 

S.H. 



STRI OTLY C01'1J'IDEETIAL..J 

DIGEST OF 
MINUTES OF MEETING 

.AMERICA?.T SECTION OF THE EXECUTIVE OF THE 
JEWISH AG~TCY FOR PALEST!NE 

January 17. 1949 • 

• 

A meeting of the American Section of the Executive of the Jewish Agency 
for Palestine was held on Monday, January 17. 1949, at 3:30 P.M, at the 
offiQes of the Jewish Agency, New York City, 

EXECUTIVE M~-IBERS PRESENT 
Dr. A.H. Silver (presiding), Dr. N. Goldmann, Mrs. S.W. Halprin, 
Mr. z. Lurie, Dr. E lleumann, Mr. :B. Zuckerman, 

D:El'U'l!Y MEH~ERS 
Zvi Herman, Mr. Schechtman and Advisor-Mr. Gellman 

OTHERS . PRE~lT 
Messrs. Aubrey S. Eban, Gottlieb Hammer, Harold Manson, Abe Tuvim 

POLITIC.AL lmPC)RT 
Mr. Eban gave a summary of events in Paris, Israel, Washington and New York 

REPORl' OF FI!:TAMCE COMMITTEE 
The Finance ·committee submitted for ap~roval action taken with respect to 
a number of administrative decisions; the engagement of new personnel, 

' . question of severance and vacation rights for employees, and the welfare 
of American boys now in Israel. The· report of the Committee (on file) 
approved. 

RZq,UEST or POALE AGUDAS. ISRAEL 
A communication from Mr. Granovsley' to Judge Rothenberg re the request for 
~100,000 of Poale Agudas Israel to the UFA was read. It was agreed that 
the request be.referred as a matter of course and procedure to the UPA, 
and that the Jewish Agency be not responsible for allocations in the 

. £iret instance. 

MULTIPLICITY OF OAMPAIOMS 
It was decided that all organizations conducting street.corner collections 
for aid to Israel be requested to cease such activities. The only excep
tion to this· rule is the Jl~, which conducts the traditional Flag Dq 
appeals. It was further decided that an analysis of house-to-house col
lections would also be made. 

PLENARY SESSION OF EXECUTIVE 
A cable from Mr. Locker was read urging an immediate plenary session. It 
was agreed by a vote of 4 to 2 to postpone the question of' the :9lenar7 
session until Wednesday. Janu.ary 19th. In the interim a m1b~ortJJDittee 
would consider possible al ternat1 ves for the chairmanshi1> o·:· the UTA. 
Thia subcommittee would report back at a meeting of the Executive to 
be held o~ Wednesday, January 19th at 3:00 P.M. at which time a vote 
would be taken on the ad.vi sab111 ,v ot calling a plenary session ot the 
Executive. The subcommittee appointed by the Chairman consisted ot 
Mrs. Halprin, Mr. Lurie A.nd Dr. N~n. 

The meeting ad_!ourned at 8t00 P.M. 
G.I. 




