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PALESTINE MARITIME LEAGUE 
HEAD OFFICE 

TE l • /1. VIV , 15, /l.cho4·Haom s,. 
P. 0, I . 1917 • l'hene 2437 

YB/47/140 Our , ... .. .. ... .... .. . . .. .. .... ... . ... . .. .. .. ... . . . 111900 

Dear Dr. Silver, 

"JN,W'., 'll' -,:in 
f]10il 

15 OllinnN ·n1 , J''JN ·''Jn 

2431 ,,i,,i, • 1 9 1 1 . , .n 

rn 
In accordance with your request during our conversation in Be.ale, I am 

se~ you, under separate cover, several pamphlets on the Palestine Ma.ritime 
Leagu.e(Chevel Yami Le'Yisrael) and its activities. I enclose herewith copy of the 
resolutions adopted by the la.st(22nd) Congress, on Jewish maritime activities 

in Palestine, they include also a specific resolution concerning the P.M.L. 

The P.M.L. delegation which you were good enough to receive at the "Drei 
K&rige"(Ba.sle) consisted of 1'Jessrs.I.Frishmen, I.Hecht, J.Lerner, Dr. J.Reufeisen, 
J.Shrier and Iey"Self; Dr. J.Segal, a friend of the League in London, was also 
present. We were glad to learn from you that the Zionist Organisation in the 
United States of America and you yourself would view with favour the establishment 
of a P.M.L. bra.rich in your country. • 

• 
During our conversation we mentioned the fact that the P.M.L. had already 

been successful in establishing contacts with several individuals and organisations 
in America and that, in order to found an active branch of the League there, we 
intended sending a delegate to America, a suggestion which met with your approval. 
We also mentioned the fact that in setting out to establish a P.M.L. branch in your 
country, we were not only counting on the support of the Zionist Federation, but 
were also hoping to be able to interest in the objects of the P.M.L., and to gain 
the support of, individuals and groups so far not associated with active Zionist 
work. In this connection we mentioned young Jews who had served during the war in 
the American Merchant Marine and Navy, this suggestion too met with your approval. 

At our last Exevutive meeting I reported on our interview with you. The 
Executive received with Dll1Ch satisfaction the enco'Ul"f:!ging news of your readiness 
to rend.er your moral support to the P .M.L. ,and to aid us in our efforts to 
establish a branch in the U.S.A.. It was therefore decided that our delegate should 
proceed to America at the earliest possibility. We shall contact the Zionist 
Federation of America in due course in order to discuss details about the contemplated 
mission. 

May I, in conclusion, convey to you our best thanks for the sympathetic 
atti tud.e and the kindness shown to our delegation in Basle. • 

Dr. Aba Hillel Silver, 
Cleveland •••••. Ohio, 
U.S.A. 

General Sec • 



RESOLUTIONS ADOPrED BY THE 22nd ZIONIST CONGRESS 
ON MARITIME ACTIVITIES I N PALESTINE. 

• Whereas the preparatory work accomplished during recent years for 
the development of e Jewish Maritime economy in Palestine in its various · 
branches (shipping, fisheries, port work end boat building) have clearly 
shown that e maritime economy can become an important factor in the 
national economy of the Yishuv, incraasing the absorptive capacity of the 
country and providing a source of livelihood and work for many people: 

The 22nd Zionist Congress charges the Zionist General Council to 
place at the disposal of maritime work the means required for the follo~ing 
purposes: 

a. The expansion of shipping facilities for passengers and freight. 

b. The development of fisheries by t he consolidation of existing 
fishing villages, the establishment of new fishing vill ages, and the 
building of fishing harbors along the coast. 

c. The expansion of the Tel-Aviv Port and the consoliaation of our 
position in Haifa Port. 

2. The 22nd Congrass welcomes the est ablishMent of the Palestine 
Navigation Company, Zim, by the Je wish Age ncy, "Nachshon" (the maritime 
company of the Histadrut) and the Palestine Maritime League, and notes 
that the new company is shortly launching its sarvice with its first boat 
"Kedma". 

The Congress exprassas the ho pa that the company will be joined 
by other factors inte rast 3d in the devalopment of a Pelastine mclrcontila 
marina with a view to expanding ond consolidating by joint activity the 
Jewish mercantile fleet in Palestine. 

The Ccngress requires the Meri t ime Department or the Jewish Agency 
to t ake the nee essa ry steps to secure the promulgation of a marina law for 
Felestine with a view to the developm9n t e nd. protection of the Je vish 
shipping indus~y and the protection of the rights of Je wish seamen. 

The Congress requires the Maritime Department to establish a 
Marine Mortgage Bank for the encouragemant of and the grant of assistance 
to Jewish shipping. The Congress records its recognition of the pioneer­
ing activities of the "Atid" Company and of the Polestiine Maritime Lloyd 
Company and expresses the hope that the J ewish Agency will find practical 
ways and means of assisting these two c ompanias in the development of 
their enterprises. 

3. IN VIEW OF THE MANY IMPORTANT TASKS CONFRONTING US IN THE DEVELOP­
MENT OF A JEWISH MARITIME ECONOMY IN ITS V ~Jnous BRANCHES AND IN THE 
TRAINING OF JEWISH YOUTH FOR MARITIME ·70RK, THE 22nd ZIONIST CONGRESS 
RECORDS ·;.rITH GREAT SATISFACTION THE AC TIVITIES OF THE PALESTINE MARITIME 
LEAGUE 1 THE SUPREME PUBLIC ORGANIS.A·rION FOR JEWISH MARITIMS AFFAIRS. 

THE CONGRESS IS OF THE VIEW THAT IT 13 IMPERATIVE THAT ENCOURAGE­
MENT AND ASSISTANCE SHOULD 3E ACO ORDED BY THE TERRITORIAL ZIONIST 
ORGANISATIONS TO THE ESTABLISHMENT OF 3 ill ems OF THE PALESTINE MARITIME 
LEAGUE IN ALL OOUNTRIES. 

4. The 22nd Zionist Congress notes ~1th satisfaction tha devoted 
work of the maritime sections of "Hapoel", the Sea scouts, "Elitsur", 
Maooabi, end of the veteran crganization "Zevulun'', for the training of 
Jewish seamen. 
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It was with profound regret that I had to leave :Basle without being 
able personally to discuss with you our plans for establishing branches of the 
P.M.L. in the United States. I have however been gratified to hear from Mr.Riwlin 
and from Messrs. I.Frishman, I.Hecht, J .Lerner, Dr. I.Rufeisen and J .Shrier an 
account of their interview with you, and to learn through them of your promise to 
help us in our work in America. 

The task to which the P .M.L. has devoted itself is as difficult as it 
i~ important. Too long has the Yishuv been neglectful of the potentialities of 
its long seaboard begging to be nade use of as a field for intensive settlement, 
as a source of additional national income from "invisible exports", and as a 
means for strengthening our political and economic influence. To make good the 
time and the opportunities lost is taxing all the strength of those of us who 
have shouldered the task. Whereas other nations have had centuries to build up 
a maritime tradition and a large seafaring population, and have even then been 
successful only thanks to being served by the authority and resources of 
sovereign states, the Jews of Palestine have come from inland towns or villages 
and, wi~ veey few exceptions, were completely ignorant of everything concerning 
the sea pr human activities connected with it. That is why the mere training 
of boys in elementary seamanship - as is done by various youth and sports 
or)Janisationa such as the Sea Scouts, Zebulon, Hapoel, Elizur and Maccabi - was 
found to be hopelessly inadequate to solve our problem, and that is wl\1 we have 
had to bring into existence the P.M.L. with its widely-spread activities covering 
the prC1DOtion of seamindedness (starting with the child in the kindergarten 
and finishing up with the grown-ups throughout the country), the provision of 
financial and technical assistance and of training boa.ts to you.th and. sports 
organisations, the publication o~ nautical literature, the provision of amenities 
for Jewish sailors, the training of navigators and marine engineers, pe.rtict.pe.tion 
in sea-fishery research and in bringing about the creation of a Jewish merchant 
marine, eto. 

The task, as will be seen, is vast and not easyJ to carry it out, the 
P.M.L. requirr,\ .. ~Bi~tance and support from Jewry everwhere. It is gratif~ 
and encouragirig,4tbat .. ita efforts to bring its mess&B9 to the Jews of America, the 
P.M.L. rray count on the backing of the Zionist Organisation in U.S.A. and on your 
personal interest and sympa:tey. 

Dr. Aba Hillel Silver, 
Cleveland, Ohio, 
u .s.A. • 

I am, ~ •. -k.c, 
• ,.,. ....... . 

• 



CONSUL TE GENERAL OF PERU 
10 Rockefeller Plaza----­
New York 20, N.Y. • 

Capt. E. Delhonte 
2925 Fairmount Bovd. 
Cleveland, Ohio 

The above is the copy of t he envelope in ·::hich letter 
was enclosed. 

Bill Evans dropped off letter and asked me to make copy 
of it. I returned original to him at his re uest. I couldn't 
read the signature on the letter so I traced it. 

The matter referred to in the letter, according to 
Mr. Delhonte, is the Palestine question about which Mr. 
Delhonte wrote to the Consul or Peru who is their re~resentative 
on the UN. Mr. Delhonte would not wish to be officially ~uoted, 
but wished you to make whatever use of the letter that you can. 
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ASAMBLEA GENERAL DE LAS NACIONES U !DAS 
DELEGACION EL _ERO 

Sr. Capitan don 
E. Delhonte T 
2925 Fairmount Blvd. 
Cleveland-Ohio., 
Dear friend: 

May 1, 1947 

I was very h·p~y to receive our letter 

and have been weighin the opinions of all the delegates 

on this subj .. ct and find t hem very rece tive to our si e. 

Our voice does not carr a lot of weight but you may be 

sure we will do all we c n. 

I hope you are accomplishing all youfk satisfactorily 

and that our recent weather has not been too much of a 

detriment. 

Let me hear from you so· n again and any-

thin I can do for you in t his matter ou may be sure I 

will. 

With best re ards 



.. 

• • lteT. Dr. D. Poo 
lp&a1ah and Port 

Shear-1th lsrae 

De11r 1r1end.e& 

99 Central Park Weit 
ew Yark ~. I. Y 

Mq 28, 194? 

l want to tue thi• opportunt.t7 of expre1aiq 
\G you my appreciation &11 a ■ent'be~ of the Zionist Oiigan,11.,_ 

. tion for the aerTioe that Y'Oll h :Ye remerecl in :pres ntiM 
:v!\h 41~1.ty:. «our e. •am r tr int the 'l. wiall eaae before 
,he Unitect Bationa. lo one could hav 11 tene4 to you 
without bet:nc IIOYed 'by what 7ou. 1a14. Ve tab pr.i4e 1n the 
high ~it.1111' or ,our pr;e8 nt tton, ind. are grat M to Jt)U 
th~ lt hae be • 10 etfect1Te. 

M to be eaay one■• 
We want you in J'Ollr efforts. 

ol joi xprea ion of appre-
ciati n ope and or tor tre~ to car17 
throu.gh. • taa 1e r,ur1 • . 

per~onal. regard, 

fl #5 
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Mrs. David de ola Pool 
Hadassah 
1819 roadway 
Ne York, N.Y. 

ly dear rs. Pool1 

June 6, 1947 

1ha1k you for your thoughtfulness in sending me a 
copy of th letter or ·rs. rchie Roosevelt, Jr. I read 
it with much interest. 

I trust that you are ell, ad iith best w·shes to ou 
and Dr. de Sola Pool, I remain 

Very cordially ours, 

AHSaBK 



QQPX 

llGA!IOB 01 DE UII!ED Sf.ATES OF .AMERICA 

OffICE OF THE MILITARY ATTJ.CBE 

lag:hdad, Iraq 

!he Rn. and Nr1. D. de Sola Pool 
99 Central Park Weit 
Jew York 

Dear Dr. and Mrs. Pool: 

JUN 4 J947 
R h 

ANIWEREU 

!h!1 11 jut to thank you belatedl.7 tor your letter• of introduc­
tion, which followed .. to Egn,t and reached me in time to be of inestimable 
value to• during rq Tarious tripe to Palestine. 

The magic DaJDe of de Sola Pool aeemed to open every door to u1, 
and the various people to whom TOU gave me letters could not have been 
kinder. I vent to Palestine the first time accompanied by JIO" couein, 
Kermit RooseTelt. With the help ot Tour letters, we had a 1101t 1B.ti1-
factory time with Mr. Shertok, and later bad an excellent meal at hie 
houee; we had. a moat intereeting talk with Mr. Jen Garton, who i1 a real 
prophet in I1rael - an extraordinary per1onality, and. an admirable one too. 
We aleo •t Kies Ssold, and got to know Dr. Jlagnee very well - in tact tor 
the first time I aav a Sabbath eve at the house of hie eon and daughter-in­
lav, with Dr. Magnea reading the service. 

We 1av a1 mach as we could ot the country during our various brief 
viaits - and had a part1cularq fruitful atq at one of the collective 
settlements. !he Jewish Agency people could not have been D.icer. 

I a grad.11ally coming to the conclueion that I mu.at epend a 7ear 
in J eruaalem after the var - I ha.Te fallen 1n love vi th 1 t. It baa the 
aoat extraord1narr atmosphere; Delphi and Athene and Jerusalem a.n4 the 
Jwl.aean hill• are the onl7 place• I have been where 7ou can really teel 
hi1to?7 and the paa1age ot hundred• ot generatione. I hope I ahall get 
back there aoon, bllt 1117 recent aeeignment as a1si1tant m111tar7 attache 
in Baghdad maltea it unliltel7 the.\ I shall ••• 1\ again in the near tutu.re. 

In uq cue, I want to thank you both tor all 7ou haye done to 
help me in Pale■tine; you are directl.7 reaponalble tor making one ot the 
greateet experience• of 1111' lite what it vaa. Here'• hop1~ that before 
too lon« we'll all haTe a glaa1 ot Paleatiniall vine together ill the 1017 
City. 

(Signed) Archie RooaeTelt, Jr. 
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HOW LONG WILL HE ST A Y BRIBED THIS TIME? 

THE PHILADELPHIA INQUIRER, SUNDAY MORNING, MARCH 21. 1948 



Ne,v York Post 
sTHE HOME NEWS 

NEW YORK, SUNDAY, MARCH 21, 1948 

-------A• Editorlal-------
letrayal Reaffirmed 
By T. O. THACKREY 

Full responsibility for America's plan for dishonorable 
and hypocritical betrayal of Palestine partition and of the 
integrity of the. United Nations must be taken by President 
Harry S. Truman, who posed as the friend of partition-­
and of honor. 

It was the President who ordered full use of the tre­
mendous power of the United States to bring about the -General. Assembly's majority decision on partition Jast 
November 29. 

It was the President who, a week later, took the first 
step to defeat that decision by ordering. an embargo on 
arms to Palestine, in the face of the arming of Arabs by 
the British for open warfare on Jewish families, in defiance 
of the United Nations. 

It was the President who reversed our support of par­
tition by an attack on the legal validity of General Assem­
'bly decisions as such, when no other method of blocking 
it was handy; whose determination to kill partition was so 
great that he was willing to wreck all United Nations' 
machinery if need be to gain that end . 

• • • 
When the United States presented its rambling and 

confused series of legal quibbles to the Security Council 
we called it promptly exactly what it was-betrayal. 

If confirmation were needed then for some who were 
mislead by the deliberate effort to confuse, none can con­
ceivably remain after the United States demand to the 
Security Council last night. 

The United States now seeks to kill the plan outright. 
Listen to the words of betrayal: 

"My government believes a temporary trusteeship for 
Palestine should be established under the Trusteeship 
Council ... " 

"This would require an immediate special session of 
the General Assembly, which the Security Council inight 
call under the terms of the charter. 

" ... We believe that the Security Council should in­
struct the Palestine Commission to suspend its efforts to 
implement the proposed partition plan." 

Could the compiracy to kill solution rather than en­
force it be more clear than these woPds, read by Senator 
Austin but ordered by President Truman? 

• • • 
How much faith can be placed in the assurance that 

I 
the trusteeship would "be without prejudice to the charac­
ter of eventual political settlement"? Or in the weasel 
word "temporary"? Has anyone forgotten that Britain's 
mandate -from the League was also temporary-and the 
British have not yet relinquished their overlordship? 

The United States calls attention to the great powers 
held by the Security Council, and boldly states that all of 

1 them should be used without hesitation "to stop the fight­
ing"; but these are the very powers we refused to invoke 
to support the Assembly decision. 

Further-we are now calling for a .new Assembly de­
. cision-but we refuse to support the decision of the Assem­
• bly already on record: thus we are entitled to ask, Mr. 
. 1 President: 

"Will the new decision be enforceable, if it is to our 
liking; is the old unenforceable just because we reversed 
our policy?" It won't wash ... and the new effort deserves 
to fail. 

• • • 
The United States recommendation does make it clear 

that we really believe the General Assembly has the power 
which we denied it possessed just fifteen days ago. 

If it does have the power now claimed for it-and we 
believe it does-to alter its decision, then the first decision 
must still be in force, and binding. 

• • • • 
Merely because the United States has made another 

all-out effort to implement betrayal does not, and must 
not, end the matter. 

The fact is that the United Nations, through the Gen­
eral Assembly, has assumed responsibility already for Pal­
estine, and has authorized the Palestine Commission to 
carry out its decisions. 

The mere fact that the United States now suggests an­
other course-indeed is working actively for another course 
--does not remove the Palestine Commission's authority 
or its responsibility. 

The Security Council may be b]ocked in active]y work­
ing as a security force to back up the Commission, but it . 
has no right and no power to reverse the Assembly's de-1 
cision, or usurp the Palestine Commission's authority. Only , 
the Assembly itself can do so. ' 

Therefore, the Palestine Commission can, and must, 
continue to act. 

For example, the Commission, having appealed with­
out success to the Security Council for arms to enforce the 
peace, is still not wholly without power. , 

The Commission can and shou1d carry out its mandate I 
from the Assembly. I 

• • • I 
First, the Commission should organize a provisional I 

~ovemment for Palestine, grant that government recogni­
tion as a defacto gevernment, and de~and in its behalf the 
right of all nations under the charter to bear arms in Jts 
own defense. , 

Jf neither the United States nor Great Britain wi1l re­
spond to that p]ea, there are still the resources of those 
nations who hold the rights of small nations to defend them­
selves as a vital right, and wi11 respond. 

Indeed, it is difficult to believe that even the present! 
admjnistration of the United States could find enough ex­
cuse before the peop1e and the Congress to refuse assistance I 
under such circumstances. 

The Palestine Commission's action should, of course, 
come promptly. 

The members of the commission must not let them­
selves be coerced into abandonment of their duties and 
responsibi1ities. 

• • • 
Furthermore, as President Truman's sorry effort to 

betray the United Nations into impotency continues its 
tragic but fumbling course, it becomes increasingly clear 
that our foreign policy has become so scandalous that a 
full-dress Congressional investigation will not be much 
longer delayed. 

There are important and pertinent questions which 
must be asked; the Congress and the peop]e have a right 
Rnd a duty to know the answers. 

• • • 
Democratic Sen. Dennis Chavez of New Mexico has 

1\lready courageousJy taken the Jead in getting at the heart 
of the scandal. 

He has made the flat charge that there is a conspiracy 



sponsored ?Y the State_ Department and the Departm~nt ot 
Defense, with the President's approval, to divert short steel 
suppl~es to S~udi-Arabia for oil exploitation on the plea of 
~cc.:ur1ty- \vh1Je we-have refused to permit Mexico to have 
ctn y ~t<.>d whatever to d2veJ0p the v?~t Mex ican oil re-

1his is .no explanation fo~ our refusal to help de,elop Mex­
l<•an oal resources on tlus continent. 

Mexican oil is government controlled. 
Saudi-Arabian oil ls privately exploited. 

:-:cn r s "hich arc just across the border. 1 This is a first-class scandal, and should be Investigated 
to t.he full. H Senator Chavez's charges are true, our se­
~uri~y ls .really being seriously imperllled by the very Ad­
ministration men who have used it as an excuse for scuttling 1 

Palestine! 

Already 33,000 tons of precious s~el has gone to Arabia '. 
•.. fo,· the tax-free profits of the American-Arabian oil '. 
comh1a1 .sponsored by friends of Secretary of Defense For-1 
J'f' fal ••. ,,,, the excuse that we need the oil Yitally: but 

SUNDAY, MARCH 21, 1H8. 

'mm SWITCH 01' P.&LESTID 
, There oaa be little doubt that the 
. partition ot Palestine ia being blocked 
i by the struggle between the Soviet Un­
I ion and the Western Powers. A land 
: once known for milk and honey now I 

flows With oil, and the homeland of j 
three great religions ia having its fate ' 

j decided by expediency without a sign 
, of the spiritual and ethical considera­

tion• which should be determining, at 
least in that part ot the world. Ancient 
Palestine wu once deacribed aa "not 
the land of phtlosopheN bllt the home 
of prophet.I." It would take a prophet 
1ltttng on a rapidly spinning turntable 
to have foreaeen the courae which our 
Government ha.a puraued during these , 

I laet few month1. : 
Three things need to be sal::i, and to 

be said at once, concf'rning the present 
shift of American policy on Palestinf'. 
The first i.s that it comes aa a climax 

1 to a series of moves which ha.a seldom : 

I been matched, for ineptne1&, in the ' 
handling of any intemattonal iuue by j 
an Amel'ican Admtnt1tr&Uoa. The ~ 
ond i1 that it ie a plain and unmlatiak­
able sul'render to the thNa.t ol. foroe. 

I And tiM third ia that it holdl little 

I promiae of being able to avoid the ve~ 
haardtl which it ta intended to oir-

i cumvent. ·, 
1 So far u the fir1t pomt ie concerned, 
I it may be said that all of the critical I 
: consideration• now enumerated by Mr. 
I Austin as reasons for our Government's • 
i change of policy- namely, the strength 1 
1 of Arab opposition to the partition ; 

plan. the necessity of providing a large I 
, international armed force to unplement 
• that plan, the reluctance of the small I 

nation• and all of the large Powera, 
with the aole exception of Soviet Rus­
sia, which has ita own objective■ in the 
Mediterranean, to provide that force­
were inherent in the situation when 
the original decision in favor of parti-

i tio~ was made last Nov. 29. Never-
' theless 1t waa prunarily on the mlU•· 1 
I •' -I tive, and under the preNure, u.1. our 
l Government that the· decision for par- 1 

tition wu adopted. Somewhere along 
the line there hu been a shocking lack 
ot liaison and of common purposes be­
tween the American State Department 
and the American delegation in the 
United Nationa, with the White HOUN 

itself apparently utterl,y at ■ea. Ia­
ept, uncertain _and confueed, the pres­
tige of American foreign policy haa 
suffered a severe blow in the handling 

I of thi1 issue. 
1 As for the aecond point - the sur­

render to the threat of force - it is 
obviously and admittedly Arab intran­
sigeance that haa forced the American 

, Government to change its policy and to 
I bow to Arab threats, and to propose 
; that the Whole United Nations retreat 
j with ua in the face of Arab acorn and I 
fury. Unfort1111ately, if thia ia done, it 
will not be the fint time that the ,. 
United Nation• hu had to yield to the 

I threat of force. It has been bludgeoned 

1

1 out of Northern Korea by Soviet Rua• 
and out of the Balkans by Soviet 
Russia's satellites, but eaoh surrender 
of this kin<i ia a blow to Ute authority 
of the United Nation■. Meantime, we 
have played a shabby trick on the 
Jewish community in PalHtine, which 
put its faith in our promiN1. 

Finally, where does thi1 new decision 
leave us? It leavee ua still under the 

I

' inexorable necessity of helping to fur­
nish that international armed force 
which we have been so reluctant to 
provide. For to maintain what Mr. 
Austin describes aa a "temporary 
trusteeship" over the whole of Palea­
tine will certainly require an armed 
force. It may well require ua even 
larger armed force than. would be 
required for partition, for, aa Secretary 
General Lie notes, the United Nation• 

! Special Commission on Palestine drew 
i the conclusion that "a trusteeship for 
' Palestine would be fought by two 
i parties instead of one." 'nlis i1 the 
1 prospect with which the whole aeries 

I

, of move■ now oulminattnc in Mr. 
Auatin'1 announcement le&vee UI. 

I 

Mr. Harold Stassen describes the reversal 
of this nation's policy on partition of Palestine 
as "outrageous." His views are verified in the 
gloom which has descended upon the United 
Nations at Lake Succesa. 

During the better part of the past two years 
the directors of American policy have repeat­
edly, publicly, declared that, while willing to 
make generous concessions, our nation's gov..­
ernment would flatly refuse to compromise basic 
principles in the name of expediency. Yet two 
fundamental • prfnciples of publicly proiessed 
American policy have been mutilated by this 
11bout-face on pJll'tition. 

The first principle wrecked-the integrity of 
sol,emn pledges m'aturely civen-undetlies the 
whole policy of the Urilied States regardin1 
Palestine these past twenty years-a principle 
defined and championed by every American 
President since Woodrow Wilson; a principle 
enshrined in our treaties; a principle supported 
even by successive British Governmenta up to . 
1939, when Chamberlain ibandoned it; a prin­
ciple backed by the present Labor Government 
of Britain also-until it took office in 1945. 

The ~econd principle demolished by the de­
cision of President Truman (for he, not Secre .. 
tary Marshall, is responsible for policy deci­
,ions) is that this move- levels a devastatin& 
blow at the U.N., which llfr. Truman was cham­
pioning only last Wec\nesday. In the name of 
expediency, armed defiance of a decision taken 
by the U.N. Assembly under American leader­
ship, is being appeased. 

This will not bring peace to the Holy Land. 
It leaves our nation's prestige in the Middle East 
low indeed and the stature of the U.N. dimin­
iahed. 
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Why? 
There are few Americans who will be able 

to regard the action of their government 
1n the case of Palestine without a sinking of 
the heart. Quite apart from the merits of 
the partition plan, it is painfully obvious 
that Mr. Austin's statement to the Security 
Coun~il on Friday represents either a re­
versal of the ·ep.rlier policy of the United 
States or an acknowledgment that the 
policy ignored facts which were patent to 
the most casual observer. Neither a:rterna­
t1ve ts to the credit of the Administration. 

Mr. Austin contends that the partition 
plan, proposed by the General Assembly 
and supported there by the United States, 
"cannot now be implemented by peaceful 
means." Certainly this possibility-or,, 
rather, probability-must have been fore­
seen- by the Ametican delegation and the 
Administration from the outset. If so, the 
United States should have guarded against 
the various difficulties which Mr. Austin 
since has raised in the Security Council­
legal, political and military. Failure to do 
so created only the ghost of a Jewish state 
under United Nations guaranty, stimulated 
e:>q>losive tensions in the Middle East and 
brought death to hundreds, disillusionment 
to millions. The prestige of U. N. has 
received its heaviest blow, and that of the 
United S~ates has been hard hit. From 
every standpoint the situation ts far worse 
than when the U. N. Assembly was originally 
summoned in special session to deal with 
the Palestine crisis. 

The United States has taken a firm stand 
in demanding that peace be restored in the 
Holy Land under a U. N. trusteeship. This 
by no means reduces the military resp0nsi­
bllities which the enforcement of partition 
might have entailed. Indeed, it rather adds 
to them. The Jews of Palestine have con­
ceded all that was possible toward the 
achievement of a viable Jewish state; the 
Arabs have been confirmed in their intran­
sigent opposition to such a state. A u. N. 
trusteeship, following immediately upon 
Great Britain's announcement of its inten­
tion to renounce the mandate conceivably 
might have provided a transition period in 
which international authority could have 
been established in Palestine and an inter­
national solution worked out. Now, after 
an abortive experiment in partition, the 
U. N. • wlll have to fight to make itself 
respected-and fight hard. It will merely 
inherit Britain's "squalid war" in the Holy 
Land, made more squalid by opportunities 
missed and promises unfulfilled. 
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Betrayal. • • 

The long years, the long heart-breaking years, end in betrayal. 
The enormity of the betrayal cannot yet be measured as it will be in the 

months to come. 
For in the end it will come to this: Guns wi11 be- turned in Palestine not upon 

the Arabs, who have been resisting the UN, but upon the Jews, who h:we been 
suppmting it. 

And spiritually, if not actually, they will be American guns. 
If Britain remains as trustee in Palestine, or as co-trustee, and British forces 

are turned upon Jews fighting for their rights, they will do so by courtesy of the 
Americans. By request of the Americans. 

Whoever else goes in as trustee and turns guns upon the Jews will ha,·e the 
U. S., and no one eJse, to thank for that opportunity. 

Black Friday indeed at UN. 
The evidence is clear now how far-reaching has been American duplicity. 

Even as the U. S. delegates talked, day after day, in favor of partition, in favor of 
peace, in favor of justice, there were behind the scenes maneuvers with the Arabs 
and with the British. 

Only. two hour~ before A~stin, the U. S. delegate, ~Irged tmsteeship upon 
the Secunty Council, the Synan delegate had talked-gingerly, it is true, and 
carefully-about .the possibilities of trusteeship. 

We who thought the U. S. had been fumb1ing and bumbling were ,·ery 
much mistaken. Behind the mask of the bumbler was the face of the deceiver. 
There was design to U. S. plans, design from the very first. Gently, softly, with 
coa-"ing words and beguiling gestures, the U. S. led the Jews to the prec:ipice­
and then dumped them. 

The U. S. professes to believe that its plan will save bloodshed. It will not. 
Partition was designed, not for Lake Success, but for Palestine. The Jews of Pal­
estine will remember, not Austin's speech of Black Frida,.,, but the partition vote 
of November, 1947. They will seek to create with their own blood what the UN 
offered them and then retracted. 

The U. S. plan bring peace? No. It will bring the flowing of Jewish blood, 
and the blood of those Palestinian Arabs who wiJl .fight trusteeship and for in­
dependence. 

The U. S. plan bring peace? No. It only brings the Truman Doctrine to the 
Middle East, via British arms and-quite probably-American finances. 

If you .believe in the Truman Doctrine, and oil diplomacy, then Black Fri­
day has brought a great victory. Otherwise it has brought, not peace, but another 
and gigantic step towards war. -VICTOR H. BrnNSTEIN 

,..,.. - • q p I - I 

The people of the United States demand 
and deserve an explanation of the palpable 
~lunders of American policy in respect to 
Palestine. There have been many unofficial 
excuses, references to a changed world 
picture, to oil, to military weakness and 
the like. But no responsible official has 
openly discussed the practical aspects of 
the American course in the Middle East nor 
offered any reasons why that course need 
be altered so shortly after it was fixed. If 
such reasons exist they should be frankly 
discussed, or the United States must bear 
the obloquy of seeking covert ends at the 
expense of justice. And this country cannot 
so tarnish its leadership. 
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