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J'rom: Isadore Hamlin, Presa Officer 
Washington Office, Jewish !&ency for Palestine 
2210 Masaachuset ts Avenue, N. W. 
Washington 8, D.C. 
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WASHINGTON, D.C. 
FEBRUARY 26, 1947 

Statement of Mr. Moshe Shertok, Chief of the Political 
Department of the Jewish Agency for Palestine, at 

Presa Conference - Fe)ruarY 26, 1947 

The announce~ent of the British Government'• inte tin to ring 

the Palestine problem before the U. . 
tortuoua road along which t h ro l m 

Brit 1 h Governmen c hardl r lie t 

the provlem in it• pr aent unaolv d at t 

• turni point in the 

.--.. r ...... d for ao lo . The 

having to hrow 

o th inter tional arena . 

In hi• at tement yeat r~. 

lution which would o viat 

. Bevin indicted hi• ref r nee for 

n aaity. w th r for e 

f ci 1• not ad ciaion torr rt 

ov intend d to ri u 

ould r n4 r auch r fer nc cea 

It ah uld th r or • 
no q rel 1th underl 1 

quite prepared of c up o 1. 

control of P 1 • in virt of 

o t U .. ut r ly 

unatt 1 1 co rom1• which 

• 

aized t th J w11h DC baa 

1 f th w de rtur n 1• 

rinc1 l 11 that Britain 11 in 

int tio rua t and 1• count-

\1 for it• policy to int ma ional u horit7. It th tter 1• r 
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ferred to the U.B., the Jewish Agency will do everything in its power to 

uphold and defend the internationally recognized rights of the Jewish 

people and its present-day interests in Palestine before the new political 

tribunal of the world. 

The Mandate recognize• the right of the Jewish people to recon­

stitute its national home in Palestine. Such reconstitution, if it be 

true to its historic context, must signify the re-establishn:ent of the 

Jewish State. his is the logical conclusion of the free and unfettered 

development ofthe Jewish National Ho.tte. Thia ia the only form in which 

the primary purpose of the Mandate can e fulfilled today in confor ity 

with the needs of the Jewish people, its present position in P lestine 

and the new political eet-up of the .id , characterized ~Y the 

of aiX Ar coun ries a It ia not per-

petua.tion of the ndate t wear eeeki ut the achieve-

nt of independence; new tutel e under t U .. but pl ce for 

Jewish o le in heir council•. 

Ti 1• of he eeaence. Bef r nc to h u. . will k nthe • 

n 1 t ciaion nd 1 i le nt tion t k ra. e nwhile 

o ition in P 1 1 d Jewiah eurvi v r• in 0 1• 

unte 1 C lla for n 1 di te r dy. A uarter of illion 

J 1 h 1 r on 1 o e re on t ri of d • r. 

ue tion of int ri p licy, p nd1 t u 1• ion of the Jor ro 1 

0 t u. •• 1• of er 1 1 ur 'Dl:y. 

T atr in in 1 ati • oth for t popul tlon and h 

nt 1• \le. The rota of t evil r th bitraey throt ling 
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of immigration and the mainte?B,nce of a racial, anti~ewieh land regime. 

Both provisions are in violation of the Mandate. To both the uncompromis­

ing opposition of the Jews is pledged. Terrori~m is a hideous outgrowth 

of the present pernicious policy. The only way out of the present impasse 

is ey attacking the evil at its roots. 

The immediate raising of the immigration quota so as to iring in, 

as quickly as possible, the first 100,0CO from Europe, was urged in 

yesterday's debate in the British House of Commons ry supporters of the 

Govern~ent and the opposition alike. That measure, and the a rog tion 

of the racial land 1 w, would be no more than an act cf restitution on 

the part of he nd tory Government. 

owe it to he U. l. They c nnot in one 

t ional uthori t 

SU it ti to he jud ent of th 

n hand. If 

. 
hey o e it to themselves. They 

• 

to 1 

a,µie reath flout inter­

swear llegi ce o it 

who aeeka equity muat co 

1 ts trust fore t hi h 

nt r • it t restore it int c , unaullied d undiator d 

11 viol lone con ind in th e P r ar 19 d nforc d 

• 

hr is 11 l ho hoa 0 ri 1 h 1 who re 

1 con rol o 1 ol c 11 11 d d 0 

f •• 1 or 1 nth ir 1 ri ipl 

• 1 l 1 nui , na 0 r 

BC of our urop r t • hav 1 

ho h • 1 ill th1nk1 uat th tience 
' 

• 

of our '• turn h ir ka on l ati , that th would 't,'d 
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the J ewe of Pal ea tine and make th em put up with the White Pa~ r regin:e • 

that they wouldbreak the spirit of the Zionist move1tent and mke its 

leade~s accept any solution dictated to them. All these calculations have 

~iecarried, but the attitude remains unchanged. It is characterized ny a 

atu: orn refusal to face realities . Only yesterday we were told by Mr. 

Bevin that there was no place for us, the Jews, in the United Nations \e­

cause we are merely & 11 reli ion. " The Jews have never empowered Mr. Bevin 

to decide on their r.eha.lf what they are. So long as is unwilling to 

reco nize that thn Jes as collective unit are peo le, entitled to a 

osition of equality me the nations of the world, so lon as ho fail• 

to rasp that w t we are ed in in P lesti e is tion- uildi , it 

sic f ea. It 1• is idle for hi o t ckl t 

not eurpri i t t, thi 1 

olve t 

others. 

ro lem. ti ddi t 

• e■ter t 

tur of in 1 nt co lud 

h Ar St t •• r s 

io o Pale• in. ro 

Gov r nt 1 f. Accor 1 to 

t 0 d lr 

our r 10 

r. in' rt , v ic fo ht 

hes 

lsed sh is, he c nnot 

hie f ilure on 

it p r o 19 9 w a in the 

tw n the ri 1 h Gov r nt 

t 8 no in r l -

in o pie ur y t riti h 

t on n l • 
l h le of 

• • no n nl 9 

lfhi ooh nd 11. 

OT it • not or t Br1t1 h Ge r 1 own c ••• or r, 

0 acid t1o t co 

n of L t • Co ia ■ion, did 1 t 1 
or • 
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that the Wh~te Paper was a violation of Mandate. 

Mr. Bevin asserted that if the Jews wouldgi ve up their claim to 

Statehood, the Arabs might agree that 100,000 more Jews should be admitted, 

provided that thereafter it would be up to the majority of the population 

to decide whether immigra~ion should continue, which means in effect that 

thereafter all Jewish immigration would stop. Alleged potential readi­

ness of the Arabs to accept another lCC, 00 Jews is quite a r velation. 

Wey has Mr. Bevin so far stutbornly re u&ed to grant any increase what­

soever of the current monthly quota? ~sit not ec use he was under a 

pledge to the Ar sin th-:i.i re ard? But irrespective of wr~ther the 

Ara s mi t or ht not a ee, the Jeis will never accept th position 

hat h ir retur to P lestine ahoul 

will h y ev r e re 

I e t t • 

to rt r 

vin oae not 

to a consent . Nor 

0 inst h livee. 

i ul c r ctor 

f h off r. id ha Br ti hp ople atop to think for on omont of 

auch rter w e ood l t z nd c d 1 one r f 

zi inv ion? 

nt l is a of J wi h ri • ua 1 

1 in, of io 1 r e onei 11 or of be 

o 1 0 d J 1 • no n r 1 d 

1- ' 
of h 

s nt 1 of r-ro r 

vi or in ir r r pon 1 ilit for 

f t of a 1 T 0 to Gr t rit in 
• 

i h i concurr nc • To Y, it i 8 co o none int c uncil1 
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of the United Nations. Its traditional policy of sympathy to the 

Jewish National Home was reinforced by recent official pronouncements 

urging the immediate admission to Palestine of 100,000 European Jews 

and favoring the establishment of the Jewish State. The eyes of Jews 

throughout the world are turned to the United States. Fa.leatine and the 

Jewish proble~ is a world responsibility and only a gr~ t and pro resaive 

world power cnn show the way. 

• • • • • 



The Jewish Agency for Palestine 
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Mr• Gho lam Ab bas Aram 
First ecretary. Iranian Embassy 
3005 Massachusetts Ave •• •• 
Wahington, D. c. 

Dea r. Aram:-

April 24. 1947 

In continuation of ou conver tion of esterday I beg 
to fo mula.te in itin the request hich I put fo d to ou orally. 

Te Special ession of th Assembly oft e United •tion 
s b en convened to consider a p oblem hich s a di ect b a ing on 

the future of the Je ish eople . ifty-five ion eet to con-
side viewa u on t ~~oblem. et nta-
tive t vital~ con d v not to 

• th al 
St 

1 

ec f 11 o •• 

0 

I I I 1 

1 • 
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The Honorable 
D an Acheson 
Acting Secretary of State 
Washington, D, c. 

My dea~ M~. Acheson:-

April 24, 1947 

In connection with the interview which you so ki dly granted me 
yesterday, I feel I mu.st ~eiterate our appeal to the United States Government 
fo support of our plea that the Jewish Agency be admitted to the forthcoming 
Special Session of the Assembly of the United ~ations and be allo ed, subject 
to the P esident• ruli~s. to take ~art in the discussion. 

The re reaentativea of fifty-five nations will meet to consider a 
problem which has a direct and most vital bea i on the future of the Jewish 

o le. It appea a to us iDdefen ible that the epresentativea of that people 
alon hould be debarred from attending them eti . ot ep o.ki for an es-
t bli heel St te, they natu 11.y c.anDot claim a vote, buteleoent fairnes 
and eauity demand that they hould at lea t be iven a voic. 

It should be reca that ,_,..,._ to t e 
method of appoint the Unit s -•-- tine bee ado ted, 

ent conti 1 th lea t di put 
id of t t ea Gov ent to o 

t re of t d th convocation 
eci ion. • ho ev ado tion oft e 1 tt r 
nt opene for an att ck bei launch d i n se l>l.7 

J i t t l ati t t , i 
en plf f 1 d I th a 1 111 

f 

u 
Unit 4 t te 
tion it mq b 

v f el ntitl a 
c, and t ton 

o t o l in 
• mb • 

t 

/4/26/47 

1th e 
, I b 

o itt n S 

ciatio fo t i tention ou cco 

ctful 0 •• 

h to 



CABLE ADDRESS 

JEWAGENCY 

The Jewish Agency for Palestine 

Dr. ~- 1111•1 111Ter 
19810 flb•ker loule't'U4 
Shaker Belcht■, CleTeland, Ohio 

haJ' Dr. 111Teri-

2210 Muuchuaem Ave., N. W. 

WASHINGTON 8, D. C. 
ADAMS S◄ll 

Jla7 29, 1947. 

!he eaoloae4 telecru fro Mr. Jen,-Guioa e4dn•••4 te ~•••lt •• reoe1Te4 in the ••hington offioe oa Nq 21'1l. lt 
UT1Te4 '7 apeoial oo4e u4 it• 4eco41nc •• t1D1ahe4 0L1T thia 
aorldnc. ~ ,ou will ob■el'ft, ao• word• cn,rnpl and tu ottlo• 
ia 'l'J'inc to ehc~u.te the• ti'oa Jerijal• t 7011 waat 70w repq 
to be •••t b7 cMe, pl••• telephone .. hi.DcloD. off1o• or 
to Mr. I.ow S.e. 

l aa ·••inc Mr. laelt tli1a af'1e•I1t!lftOJl 1D. OODMOlion with 
tbe aotioapziopo■e4 't Ni'. 11111••• 

!he talk with Deu Ache••• wu, •• •nal, lnooD.cluaiTe. 
!be open.ti•• N!lleace oa Id.• pan na1 •all l can 4o 1• ehan with 
7011.-, pualeaeat•. ll• aoo4 •• paerall.T ftlecliotor,. 

I a■bd. to ... hontar, Jluieball Md wek aa4 t!lere la 
ao• proapeot of thl• belDI arrQCM. I aa utialt•lr -lac Nr. 
i.o •• ,, •• tar MZI wek. 



r. Moshe Sh rtok 
Jewish gency for Palestine 
2210 aaaachuaetta Ave.,•••• 
u tone, D.C. 

My dear • Shertoka 

JWMi s, 1947 

enc b re 1th a letter ich I received 
fro l • i in Los el a, th ne per acooant 
ot Protesaor Leon Rot '• ob rv tions • I think 

011 should be done abo1.at 1 d I e 
you t tt r ulte 
sure r 1n t ,.,mt, 
ot roteaaor Roth. 

1th l o 1 a, I re in 

0 , 
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111'263 JDUSALJII 69 19 20~ COD:I 
LOtJlll JnJ.QDCt IIVtQU 

ltJII 19, 1947 

SS/65 JOLLOVIllG fOB MJNBDS al ml UICU!IU OILY smcnT CODIDDTUL 

S!OP 10LLOVI1G MO!IOI TODD tJPO• J'IllS! VI CWM sncIAL PllOVISIODL 

IfttllA!IODI, IIODII S DAIS IISU.D IMMicm.A!IOI DltlLuriWt LAllCD 

SCALI Blff"LIN'ffl sm DUSDI• J'OR 8 .mAID! SBD'J'OX .AIS!AIDD, SICOID 

VI CLADI JIVISI SUD II jDlqtJJ.!$ PAR! PAYS!ID GOL.'IUD taIJJDml UPLd 

JOll 6 .iGilll!, !IIIJd) D nPBISI DADIDSS AS Dr0ll COISIDD P!lOPOW 
--? a 

nvISII ST.AD Pil! PjLJS!'ID aaraua QRTJDUtll bPia r,ocm D!IISCS 

SBIHO~ ~ 5 .AGJ.III!. !O D OOl!IIOID 



llCl 
?1361 
XBX!289 JIIUSAI:W 80 20 1050 TIARCA 
LOURII JDAGDC! DV YOU: 

JtJD 20, 1947 

S6/76 :rcmm VI Jm!t4R1 nWISB PIOPLI D!I!LID !0 CLAIM 

ALL P~'tir AS JIVISE S!AD (JK(JDIA.tll GOL1>JU.D LOCDll SDll!OI: 

UP.Lil !Oll('jJm D CLADC .ALL PJLISTID il JIVISH S!m DOllIII Ml!DSOJ° 

lllDSHill QQLlllAD RjBJ1'. J'ISBIUI SBRAGA.I :rem. ms IS !0 D ADOPDD sm 

JiJS'fJ.IJm>)srna 001!. UP.Ulillll'l'A!ITII Ill COJl\'JIIISJ.!la. lmJIJII( s) COMMlftlll 

.&ID QOYDIIID!S lllT A!!INP.l' EIOI! P.IOPOW. n.AJU 8~ SID jDQUAD 

AIU 7 JOJl 5 .Aa.lIIS!. Utiltil 10.DPDSD!AflU(S) DJDlJl!m 01 

JIIISB ARIO! ll!I!LllD (9) or.IOI~ Ol'POSI!IO at G01'DIMD! PIOPOSAL 

JIIISH S!.l!I .&Jm~A!.1 ABU 10 Jal 
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RXYJ16 JERUSALIM 80 20 1555 VDI 
LOtT.B.Ili Jmf.AGDCY DWTOBX JUD 20. 1947 

57/76 EIGB!H WE OPPOSB COB'l'IIUA.TIOI' :BRITISH MA.IDATK .&LL 

FOR.JTIHB WE CLAIM TRUS!'DSHIP IllCOiPOBATIIG RIGHTS lJIDKR 

JUlmA'l'I liOD :roR :BmB!litIJ" WLA?l SDRTOK .AJS!AIDD US!' 

AGill'ST .TDTB WEIZMAD MI.Y .APPJ'.il AS PRIVATE IBDIVIIIJAL SIX ro:a 

SBBAGil AGJ.IDT DST AJS!AIDl> .STOP OPJ:II!D HBTIIGN) :BIBGURIOI 

STATED PDDI G CLilI!'ICATIOB IEEB!W, ISstmS COJLITIOI A.'l' S 

MDTIIG OF ACTIONS COMMITTIE,BE WILL BOT ll PAR!'ICIPATI I1f 

VOTIIO O DICO!ITI 01 JDISH AG Y !'BIREFORE DO JR)! IICLllDI 

HIM :BlJ'l' IIPllS9D StJPPORT THIRD 

( 
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Il'rEISIVE PRIVATE OOIUC! WT 

IMPB:ISSIOll US -TO STATI fflBGS STO 
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AID I SIS SO f!l COMBI STA VI!l'!I nD~ISH ill SIAG • 

S!roP OtJR L IS OPPOS 1.IDDlL TA 1VOR COm'J!DDATIO 

STA S PI OBI 
snam • 





Agenc7 
th Stre 
1, N.Y. 

!er erd to 
1 talk vi th La.e t 

report. 

and told him about 
to have a 10m what 

yeaterdq. 
1 

the 





T~e Jewish Agency for Palestine 

MEMORANDUM 

To: M•bera of the aerican Section of the ~xec tiTe September 23, 194?. 

FROM: Moshe Shertok 

I wat t oa record the e,;pre1 ion of m7 deep regret that 
at lut night 1e eeting with the organizations (World Jewish Cong:reaa, 
aerican Jevieh Conference, .American ~ewieh Committee and Agudath Ierael) 
I waa the onl7 • ber ot the liecutlYe of the J wteh ~ne7 present. I 
um.eretand that Dr. Sil-Yer could JM>t ,. in lf w York 7e■t rclq but I c 
!im no ezcuee tor the ab nee from the meeti of all the other f1Te 
membere of th xecutive, all of whom, tar as I am a.var • were in town. 
It nit h&Ye loolrecl extr 17 odd to the organization■ invited by us to 
att n4 that ile each of them w re eaented by to or three persona, 
here vu onl7 one ■ember to r-••••en.t the Jewi h ne7 for Pal 1tin 

and tat one happen ob the leu :Americ of th whole group. The 
~rience t ough w lch I went 1 t n1 ht 1 ot of ind that invitee 
repetition. 

S/bf 



r. oshe Shertok 
Berkshire otel 
21 E. 52nd t. 
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The addition of France and Brazil to the Committee on the 

majority report will mean a strong ro-Arab trend in the committee 

and a whittling down of the area of the Jewish state. Such a 

whittling down will not insure the 2/3 vote because the opposition 

to the majority report on the part of some s tes and t e hesitancy on the 

pa.rt of others ere not b sed on the ~of t he .e ishj~~ I do not 

believe that we ill win over a singles te by r educing the .:S ish 

area. The 14 s • tes who will opi:,ose the majority re ort ·11 o o because 

they re op~osed to rt·tion nd r vor uni state . Tho ill 

abstain from voting 111 do so for many reasnns none of hich ill 

have to do with the size oft e Je ·sh s te. It is there ore roat 

desir ble that the sub-co ·ttee bring re ort in s avorable to us 
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I m considerably disturbed by the situ~tion hich is eveloping. 

Theo. S. delegation, under pressure from certain people in the State 

Depart ent, is pressing!>r a radical revision of the ares of the 

Jewish state proposed in the UNSCOP Re ort. It is the only eleg~tion 

that is doing it. The excuse given is that the United States w nts 

t insure getting a 2/5 vote on the proposal. ctually, the reas of 

the two st· t ~s have not at 11 figured in the eb te t t he United 

N t·ons. It was generally ssum d that the ONSCOP Committee brought 

in a fir scheme of rt"tion, nd bile certain minor rect"fic tions 
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Ir. Me S1-rtot 
The Jewtah Agency tor Pale tine 
16 E. 66th St. 

ew York 21, I.Y. 

117 dear Mr. Sbertoka 

December 15, 1947 

I am enclosing t • 1 tter • ch I rec ived r011 r. 
Ormerod or the British Intorm ion rvi • A ew Jc a o 
hi telephoned about thi• a t r. I would ug t t t you 
c 11 in t two rot r C rlin an i • e■ up. Ormerod n 
uite decent right along, Plea let know hat c ion ou • 

r, rft Dlabin p 4 
Cleveland. He would lia to kno 
th • r. Tt. are anxiou• o 

Sa 
c. 
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RHINBLANDD 4-UOO 

~a,m' y,a~ n'iln'n n,1~,~n 
THE JEWISH AGENCY FOR PALESTINE 
16 BAST 66TH STRBBT, NBW YO&IC 21, N. Y. 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silvera 

December 24, 1947. 

I 811 orr7 I mieeed you when 7ou caJDe to the office 
ye■terday bu.t . I had an xtremely hectic day and kept rushing in 
and out. 

I under tand that you ver • ieed to hear that I 
va■ going to Pal ■tine thie ek. I thought I had mentioned 117 trip 

a l)O ■eibilit7 at one of our laat meetµ1ga. 'l'he point ia th t 
nothing much will be ha~ ning eith r t L Succe • or in aahillgton 
till after the v Y ar. On the othe -- the aecond week of 
J&m1ar7 thing■ will prob bl7 tart r will prob bly b 
eeting of the Securit7 Council t wh e tion mq co■ up; 
t lo laat the Co 1■ ion will aae bl b in to work. The British, 

w now h ar, pr er till th ir negot t one with the Co iaaion to tab 
place t Lake SUcce •• or thia purpoae official• are comi OTer from 
both London and Jerua to 1iet C o an who will form 17 be th 
chi f ti tor. In hort, thi will b --IL:.l in " t .Ma,,111~ Succe■ 

1 through Janu ~rob bl7 well into bruar7. 
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THE JEWISH AGENCY FOR PALFSTINE NEW YORK 21, N. Y. 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver -2- December 24, 1947. 

As I foreeee it, b7 th• middle of January we shall be most actively 
engaged at Lake Success ::llld in the circumstances our attendance in 
Jerusalem would have been phyaically impos ible. I hear that the Executive 
in Jerusalem has decided on February 8th as the date for the opening of the 
A.C. meeting. 1or m71elf, I welcome another week's r ce end as far aa you 
are concerned I don't think it makes any difference,since thi time-you ar 
going for a longish atq. It mtJY well be that I will be tied up here even in 
Pebruar7. In that case I shall be unable to attend the meetings in Jerusalem 
al¥!. sine moat, if not &1.l,the other colleagues will b present, I do not 
think this will be a malh ur. I aJD booked to fly on J'ridq via Geneva and 
will reach LJdda on Mond-, evening. .u t pr ent ad.via d I intend to be 
back by the 7th ot Je:rm9r7. I am sorry to have to mies your dinner on th 
29th, but I ha-Ye nt a aeasage to anuel vho, I under tand. will b ch 1 an. 

I take thi1 otro0rtuni ty of wi1hing you and Mrs. 311 ver 'Dle ant 
-.oy to P eetine and I look forward to me i ou ther, vh th r in 
February or 1 ter. 

To 

Mo h Sh rto 

M /b 

li 7 
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lDIDD BA!IOl'I 
LAD SUCCISS, Dlf YOU 

11 February 1948 
Pll!J 

Dear Kr. Shertolc, 

In response to 7our letter of 9 lebru.ar7 1948, 1etting forth a 1brief 
program of urgent action• on the Paleatine question, I 11181' give 7ou the 
following information& 

1. An advance party of the Secretariat attached to the Palestine OoDl­
lliaaion will depart for Palestine within a few dq1. 

2. !he Paleatine Oolllllliaaion baa notified the M1ndatorr Power of it ■ 
dia1ati1faction with the poaition tha.e far taken b7 the Nandatorr Power on 
the matter of the tiae of the Co•ia11on1a arriri.l in Paleatine. lregotia­
tion1 on ·thi• queetion between the Oommieaion and the Mandatorr Power are 
contina.ug. 

. J. I am informed that the Ooaiaeion inten41 to con1ult with the repre-
1entatin of the Jewieh .Acenq on the utter of the 1tep1 looking toward the 
eelection and e1tabli1hment of the Pr0Ti1ional Council of GoTermaent for the 
propo1e4 Jewish State. 

4. !he !ru.1tee1hip Council will re- DT Q 

1ebrua17. !he approT&l of the tatute fort it 
appoint nt of a GoTernor for the Ci t7 are 
thi1 meeting. 

ita lecond Se11ion on 18 
f Jeru.eale■ and the 
i24a of the Council for 

5. !he Pale1tine Ooiai111io• ez.pect, to I to the Securit7 Council 
within a few dqe a 1peoial report on the a co.rit7 proble in connection with 
the re1olution of the General Aaae■bl7, at which ti■e the Secu.rit7 Oo=cil 
w111 u4oubte4.]T zplore all aspect, of the ae011rit7 a1tuat1oa and T&riou1 
cour111 of action. 

6. Ip raonall.7 int D4 to ud.ertak connltation1 with re1ponaible 
r preaentat1Tea vheuTer ti.. opportunit7 afforda and there 1• proapeot of 
ettect1Tel7 ••nine the cauae of the United 'lationa • 

• MoalM nok 
lllalter of the •uco.ti n 
Jewiah .AceDltl for Paleatine 
16 s.a, 66th a,r , 

w York 211 • t. 
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STATIMINT OF MOSHI SHERTOI, BEAD OF THI POLITICAL DBPARTMJ:NT, JIWISH AGJ:NCY 
. 

J'OR PALESTID, :BD'OBJ: THJI UlUTBD NATIONS SECURITY COUNCIL 

nBRUilY 27, 1948 

Mr. Pre1ident and Member• of the Security Councils 

Jew• throughout the world, and particularly the Jew■ of Paleatine 
in their grave ordeal, haTe for many week• pa1t eagerly awaited the oppor­
tunity of bringing their case regarding the present poaition in Palestine • • to the direct attention of thi1 high international body. The Jewiah Agency 
11 therefore deeply grateful to the Security Council for the privilege 
accorded it of being 1eated at thia table and enabled to exprea1 ita view■ 
on the aubjeet now under di1cu11ion . 

It 11 nearly three montha aince the momentou1 reaolution on 
Paleatine waa adopted by the General Aa1embly . The reaolution did not ac-
cept the full Jewiah claim. rar from it . The Jew• had aa■ Prted their in­
ternationally recognized right to immigration and 1ettlement in all parta 
of Pale1tine west of the Jordan, 10 that upon the formation of a J wiah 
majority the whole of that territory might become a Jewiah State. The Arab• 
had aaked for th complete 1toppage of Jewiah immigration end the immediat 
proclaution of Pale ■tine a, an indepP-ndent Arab Stat . The A11embly adopt d 
a compromise 1olution. It did 10 after exbauative deliberation which abaorbed 
two of it ■ 1e11iona and the work of a special elven-power committee - alto­
gether a proce11 of eight month• ' continuoua di1cu11ion. 

The compromi e, aa ia well known, w 
in Pale tine - one J wiah, on Arab; to pl c 
rule; and to maintain th ov r-all uni t1. o Pal 
three unita in an lconomic Union. 

to• t up two independ nt St tea 
aal m und r intermttional 

tin by linking togeth r the 

Thia aolution, Mr . Pr a dent , n 1 at far r aching 1acrifice1 
for the Jewa. 'l'w nty- fiv year■ ago , th clo 1ng of TranaJordan to J wiah 
• ttlem nt had r uced the ar of th J wiah tional Bo■ to about on quart r 
of it• original ■11 . The Jew■ w r now xp ct d to part with n arly on half 
of the r Minder . Noreov r, Tran■Jordan having in th m utim b com an Arab 
lingdom, J iah con■ nt waa now 10ucht for th at bliahll to • cond inde-
p nd nt Ar b ltate in th country which th J wiah peopl bed for thou1and1 of 
7 ra r rded a■ ita national patrimon_y nd hiato ic h rit • Th 1eparation 
of J ru al m fro■ th J wiah ltat • a particul l y p nful wr nch . 

Y t th J wiah enc with th aupport o th ov rwh llling Jo it7 
o Pal 1tin1an J wa, d cid • how v r , r luctantly , to cc pt th comprom1a . 
It bowed to th 111p01 rd1ct of th intern tio 1 tribunal . t ~•• abl to 
do ao b cau • thouch onl in on ighth of th ar prolli d in th Balfo 
D clar tion, th n w aolution • t11fi d th J 11h cla ll to at t hood d a 
pl c in th fuil7 of tiona ; al ob u t t 1 ted ar contain 
poaa1b111t1 • o d v op nt hich op d th 1 g ac • ttl nt; 
u4 b c , tbouch ao r ignt1 w to b th Kconomic Union, th 
fr om of th J wiah tat t dm t wiah 1 1 reDta • it fund 
n c ••&17 and po11ibl r ind uni t w • the co bineti no th• 
thr el nta - ■tat hood, t g1 n nd r do of immi r tion - that 
conat1tut th 1rr ucibl 1n1 which th J wa cc pt , but b ond which 
th would not go. 

What ha• happ n din th c • of th thr month• and what 11 happ n­
ing toda¥ 11 ad t rllin att mpt in open d fi nc of int r ti nal authorit7, 
to d rq to th J • v n th t mini d to r due th m to at t of political 
aubJ ction, if not ctuall7 to confront th with th •a~-e of im,aical anni­
hil tion. !h Arb go ru ta , a b ra of th Unit ation1, ar nd YOU 1 
to d f t th A•• bl7'1 r • lu ion b1 fo c of •• Th ft9.&A\lator, Pow r • 
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thwarting the United Bationa plan by a policy of non-cooperation and ia openly 
tolerating the active obatruction of ita implementation. 

Mr. Preaident, the Security Council ia faced with an open attempt to 
alter by force the 1ettlement decreed by the Aaaembly, which the Aaaembly re­
que1ted the Council to determine "a• a threat to the peace, a breach of the 
peace and an act of aggreaaion." The attempt ia directly aponaored by the 
government• of Arab State■, member• of the United Bationa. Thia aaaertion hardly 
atand1 in n~ed of evidential proof or inveatigation. It re1ta on the free admi1-
aion of the partie1 concerned. Bor 11 any reaearch or intelligence work neceaaary 
to bring that admiaaion to light. It 11 ehouted from every public platform in the 
variou• Arab ca~itala and blared through all the trumpet ■ of their officiai pro­
paganda machine. The endeavour of the Arab government• ia not limited to the de­
feat of the United Bation• plan; they aim at impoaing their own aolution, the one 
which the Aaaembly ha• rejected; and they are tr;ying to achieve both end• - the 
negative and the affir•tive - by method■ of aggreaaion and violence which are 
the very negation of the letter and the apirit of the Charter. 

The threat ■ of force to reaiat the Partition Plan, which were YOiced by 
practically every Arab delegate to the Aaaemb].r, are ■till vivid in memory. The 
government• concerned are now making every effort to live up to the word1 of 
their apokeamen. ITen before the 1eaaion of the Aaaembly in September, 1947, 
aoon after the recommendation■ of UB&COP were publiahed, the aix Arab government•, 
member• of the United Bationa, met in lofar, Lebanon, and adopted a reaolution 
expreaaing their determination •to reaiat the implementation of theae recolllllenda­
tiona" and undertaking to aaaiat the Arab ■ of Palatine in"• relentle•• war" 
againat them, "•upplying them with men, fund• and amnmition." 

loon after the Aaaembl.7 1 • aeaa on, th Prime' Miniatera of the Arab 
State• held a conaultetion in Cairo, • a r ■ult of which an official announce­
ment waa published on Dece■b r l 7, 1947, 1ch a clared that "the Arab goT rn-
menta will tak deciaiTe eaurea which r te the d fat of partition• 
and threatened. that thy wuld throw th of th ir ar■i • into th 
battle until victor7 11 acbieTed. On the a occ 1ion th Leban 1e Prime 
Miniater iaauecl a atate■ent 1n which h aa e will n Tr. al ep until w 1eT 
Pal 1tin •• an indep nd nt Ar b uniter;y at t ••• w will w.pply Pal 1tin ••• 
with w apona, equip nt and men . " Th Syrian Prim Miniat r lik la atateclt 
"Th tim for ap ch• ia paat and th 1t of ction 1• t hand; w abould all 
b d t rmined to lib rate Pal ■tin by our might and monq. " On Janua17 15, 1948, 
th Pr •• Off&_. o th Arab 1, acu - a L""_,._,.. compriaing • T Arab o ruent1 
o which aix a m bra of th United lation• - diaclo• d t t th L acu ba4 
r co- nd that th Arab nation• occup7 all Pal atin with th ir r 
wh n Jriti1h troop■ 1 T Pal ■tin. 

th ■t o action d ind , . !1■ will not p r■it f\111 
DWI r tion of all th cti iti • which r piblicit7 N ab r■ of th 
curit7 Council ■1 ht r t J w11h c7 11 N ■or Ull on Arab ..... ry,,••11on, 
which th will r c 1 copi • · B r only •o of th ■oat aali t fact• will 
• ntion 4. fh Arab goY r nt• T Jointl7 pr c to th tor tion of 

w t 11 c 1 4 an Arab Ar o lib ration fh appoint it ■ hi&h --4 
In ■oat Ar b count i • r cru1t1 o ic • or b n op n d with 
oftici 1 auction of th goT rn■ t ■ n lyria r cruit nt an4 training ar UDder 
th dir ct c rg of th Nini ■tey of» t nc which i ■u I official notic I to 
r----t it . th Nini ■try ha■ announc , ...,..,.. ....,,._, it• ace tanc of th r 111 
nation of otfic r■ wlunt inc for Ir in Pal ■tin to fi ht inat 

tition. limilar •r ai ationa• ar report fro■ pt raq wh r th 
oftic re w r pl c 4 in cbarg of tra1n1 lunt r1 . Wh nth tirat incur■ion 
of n ar 4 fore fro l7ria ria L banon into Pal ■tin occurr on Janvar7 9, 
th pre■• report that th Niniet re of D t c of both countri • reonall7 1 4 
th CODTOJ, and that th 7rian D f DC Niniat r'• car h-·- th coluan, th car 
tl7ing th l7ri nae. lube u~ntl7, on Janu 7 14, th L ban • D t nc 
Mini ■t r g T to th Chub r of Deputi • in I irut witn •• account of th 
tt c which th fore 4 -·• on J with 111 in which, 1ncc1d ntall, 

Nr. Pr aid nt, it au.ff r a c ahing 4 t t t t all ctiYiti •• IUCh 
a, th collection of twul1, r iatr tion n4 traini of TOlunt re, •• bl7 of 
ar■■ • tc . , b ing IUp 11 bJ hi lt d th 7ri » t DC Nilliat r in 

ccord c with th r eol tiona o th 1 Niniet re' Oollf r nc in 0 iro 

• 
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Since ha ate se1v rel h • mn hav cro sed the fron iers into 
Pale1t ine ee repor d by he M de ory o the Comm saioni all provided with 
motor tranep rt ad el properly gu p p onedo The invader, f om out-
• de fo • he ba kbone of he n a t we n P es nev attack, 
in wh h Pal s ine A ab• p ay nda " t a i vi • are 
conducted in conJu h o e which h 
ex-Muf o Jeru.1al 
the high command nd amon 
apen the wary i 
gen• are hoe ho~ 
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ahowing Arab riflemen at the Wailing Wall, the greatest aanctuaey of the Jewieh 
people, to which the acceaa of Jewiah wor1hippera 1• now barredo Such incident ■ 

serve•• a mea■ure of degeneration of the proverbial Arab chin.lryo Other mani­
feetation1 of it are, on one plane, the forcible extortion of contribution■ from 
the Jewa of lgJpt, Lebanon and Iraq in aupport of the anti-partition c~ign, 
ioeo, of the killing of their kith and kin in Paleatine and of the liquidation 
ef the national hope of their people which they eo fervently ahare; and, on 
another plane, the horrible mutilation of the bodiea of Jewiah fallen in Paleetine 
and the parading through Arab town, of the cut-.ff head• of Jewieh . rlcti•• ■tuck 
on epikeao 

The Arab apokeemen have inveeted much effert in the contention that the 
Reaolution of the Aaaembly ie a mere recommendation. I )lope, Mro Preeident, 
that though not prirlleged to repreaent a member 11tate I ay be perlli. tted te make 
a few co-enta on thia a1pect of the problem which apecifically concern• the 
United lingdom. When the United lingdom propoaed. and other power■ agreed that the 
problem of Paleetine ehould be referred to the Aa1embly, they were fully aware ef•• 

' the power■ of thie boq. They were al ■o fully aware of the fact that Paleetine 
had for 25 7ear■ been an international truat. In the face of the announced de~ 
cieion of the Mandatory Pewer to terminate the Mandate, the General Aaaemb1¥ wa1 
fully aware of ita reeponeibilitiee in regard to thie truet and of it• power to 
fill the vacu\111 created by- the liquidation of the Nandato17 regime. One govern- \ 
ment goe1, another government - the United •ation1 Comieaion aa agent of the ' 
General A1aemblr -- replace■ it . 

Thie recoDIIDelldation of the General Ae1embly , wh ch waa addre1aed in the 
fir t place to the Nandatoey ~ wer, waa accepted by the Nandato17 Powe a■ a 
d ci i of that boq. I underline the -»rd deciaion. lp•king in the Boue of 
Co111DOn1 on December 11, 1947 , the Britiah' lee tar7 of State for the Colonie• , 
Mr. Ore ch-Jone1 , aaid 

d cl 

"'l'he decieion of th Ae1embl7 • y B. M. Gov l'Dllent 
1 the dec1a1on of a court o n io opi nion. 'l'hi• ia 

not a grQd&ing acceptance .•• we utborit7 tranaferred 
to our aucc eeer I in an o de 17 -~~ • W can only exprea1 
our hope .•• that the great at r epect will b abown thia d 
cia en of th international autho it7. 

On D c b r 12, th cret&r7 o tat fo •o ign Affair• , M . letln, 

" DO goinc and B. M. Go n n ar not going to •PP•• 
the United lation1 d ciaion •••• fh r 1• th United •atioae 
d ciaion ..•• t a.>' coll acue• or CIID r nd r &Q7 ae■i1tance 

••• w ahall 4o it . 

t call d that when th llr tiab Go nt tir1t r t rr tile 
■tion i Pal etia to the Unit d latione, it et pulation •• to vb th 

and wad what t r • it would coaply vi th th r co adat1on. t INlleCl r ••­
abl to••• , at t ti , that what 'Y h v rdict, t Uaite4 I acdo• would 
ace it and , aa a lo7al ~ o th Unit I tion■ , coop rat in it ■ x tioa 
Lat , wh condition■ w r t forward, r7 tort w • b7 tho■ r epen1ibl 
for h dr tiDC of th Plan in he 1 1aion o th Ae1 bl.7 t th t t th 
attit 4 of th llriti Ge nt ha1 4 T lop anc1 hard iato on o non-
coop tion 4 r1 ction. 

fh Ir 1 CJo rn d clar 4 t 1 ould ak no part in th iapl 
atation of th Plan. Actuall7, th Plan wa1 not baa on it1 nforc t b7 

th Nandator, Pow • On th oh r hand, it in1i1t d that, a, lo a1 t Mandate 
laat1, ,, can auff DO riftl authorit 1a Pal ■tin but 1t alon r 1ponaible 
te th int D&DC O 1• &D4 ord. • t ha• DO diecharg that r 1pen1ibillt7. 

Oa can Ulld I and th q 7 in lch th Ua t 11 cle Ge ftrUtmt 
Ulld 1 t l plac a1 a n1 o i o n 1 t 4 • th Arab at t wa1 DO t 

dir ct pr 17 4 1iapl7 in■ J ~h 1 • anc1 J ilh prop t7 . t91 la 

• 
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target waa the policy of the Uni ted Bation10 To defend Jew, aga net Are.b attack 
meant by implication to defend the poli y of he Uni ted Bationa against those 
trying to I bvert ito From thia impl cation the manda ory administration found 
itaelf inhibitedo It therefore could not fully mainta n law and ordero To•~ 
the leaat, it1 will waa paralyaed it ■ 1prfng1 o act on were brakedo At the 
very inception of the trouble, a aenior government of i al informed he Jewiah 
Agency that police eacort could not be provided for inter-urban transport aince 
11 thia might be in erpreted aa Br ah mpl ementat on of pa titiono 19 

In ry ng to eacape h dilemma , he Adm n 
ita own neutrality in a co fl ct bet ween the J~w and 
cation of the theory pro e~ded o conj re up a p 
between the attacke I and the e.t ta ked - be ween ho 
fy ng the authority o the Un e Ha i ona o 11The Jew 
the a.ttackera and h Jewa t he at a cke i a no t ena 

ra t ion evo a theory of 
t h Arab . and in jua ifi-
i ou1 e uality of guilt•• 

e uphold ng and hoe de-
ah • o y ha he Araba are 

, 1 aa 8 A exander 
Cadogan n hi1 ,ta t he Comm a on. ~lemen 
"are engaged in t ng ep 11 la und 
~t thi1 art fi 1a uali y , f the ndeav 

a on ea h ai de , 11 he wen on, 
i ngu. ahab from a ta k1 . 11 

a t 1onali a ng Br i1h 
behavio , be omea •g~i t h• • 
and to the d ac edi t o th J w. • 
1 the Arabi a e dee mi ned o eh h 
Hationa Pan of Pa o , wh Je~• 
tagea gai ned at he Oen •" 

po1ed n 
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Reference 
19l48, cop 
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continue to 1upply arm, to the Arab State■? Repre■entativea of the Briti1h 

Governmen\ have denied that these arm, are b~ing used for fighting in Pale1tineo 

Hew can they be 1ure? And even if thia were true, ia it not clP-ar that the 

1upply of arm■ to Arab State■ at thia juncture re ease■ other arm■ for Pale,tineT 

And I 1hould like to add& Why i1 it that the dom nation 'el ,u ea,~rt •nea ef 

\ae Old City ef J~ru.,alem by Arab band■ ia tolerated? 

The graveat preb em of all arise■ in onne ion with he continued in­

curaion of Arab armed fercea from outaide o The Government wh ch ha■ shown ■uch 

a remarkable exceaa of 1eale vigilance s and eff ency in tracki ng down and in­

tercepting ■ ea tranapor • af J ewi ah efUgeea from Jhl.r pe , maintain•, o all 

appearance■ , an att tude of almost compete re■ gnat i on and help e1ane11 - er 

indifference - in the face of h • ateady pie emeal nva1ion of a territ ey 

which ia ■till in ita cha ge . Ac erd ng o he nfor m.t on of he Jew ah Agency, 

•• far ■even contingen a ha e croaaed in o Pae t ine t hough t he no thern and 

eaatern front era , number ng between hem aoae 4000 to 4500 meno They d d net 

infiltrate in anal go p ; hey ame e h i me h d ed1 of men together , moetly 

in well argan 1ed con y1 o mo r rucka . They c 01aed b dgea and t avelled 

along h ghw9¥■ 0 With one wo excep i on hei en ry waa ent rely unhinde ed . 

• it conceivable ha no advance inforJI& o d be obtained egard ng he 

mctve~nt ■ of theee o umn1 and no effec i o d be maintained at he main 

entrance, or cro1ainga On one occa1 e ah Agen y 1ucceeded in werning 

the auther1tie1 48 ho • in advance o ng c 011 ng . et no h ng wa1 

done to prevent d he con i ngen 11e el y u pi thed t1 ten• n~• 

a large Arab vi e where 1 e he men ~ pre1umably 

pe1ted to variou1 c M on now a I ha cert n par • e 

Paleetine are UDde he command of heaf! fo gn f ce1 . 

They are inc re 11 ion■ • How c hf! general pub c 

\hen re1 1t the op ly ol t d or h po-

cl-tion of Arab g pa t Pa ~n coa-

p et di1rega d of und r al 

JH!ril to he w • 
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hatred• ar g 
b inc abo 
b to 

C 

r 
1 
1 
0 

t 

t~n bl@ 1 

at be t 
end th f X 

b¥' th 
I cur 
4 Ar 

r tuc tr 
th 111ght 

Th 
tion o 
a in bi 

t • 
Gev r-.:- of 

0 

15. 

ll 

h 
4 

a 



• 

at thia atage by the Jewiah Agencyo The propoeal which we put ferward to the 
Uo Bo Co11JDia1ion on Paleatine and which we llllderatand waa tranamitted to the 
Mandatory Gever?lllent waa not for the immediate eatabliahment ef a militia te operate 
indfll)endently ef Britiah c~ntrol during the peried of the Mandateo It wa■ something 
quite different, namely that prepa~ationa ahould atert now for the aetting up of the 
militia after the termination ef the Mandateo We auggeeted thet permia1ion 1hould 
be given for the proper training of a nucleua of the militia~ which would take ne 
part in day to~ defence dutie■ p and that facilitiea ahould be given for the ac­
quiaition and ■toring of the neceeaary equipmento t ia theae r~queet ■ that 
according to our information p have been refuaed by representative■ of the Manda-
tory GoTernmento 

Thie que■tion of the JJil ti and of the force■ e uired for he imple­
mfl'ntation of the Plan in ge~eral calla for a clear defin tion of the Je~i•h 
Agency'• attitude . We have throughout maintained f i rat , that the Jew■ of Paleatine 
are rfl'ady to 1houlde far-r~ch ng reaponaibilit ea in the r defence and in the dtr 
fence of the r territery under the Plan; ■e ond, that i n ew ef the fact that the 
United Bationa authority~ be threatened by aggre11ion frem o taide , an nterna­
tional ferce 1• Titally neceaaary . Thia at itude remin■ unchanged. Our fl'-Zperi­
fl'nce aa a re■ult of the operation of t he Baganah n the la■t three mon ha ha1 been 
definitely enco ag ng. We haTe held or ground throughout o ~very aingle attack 
ha■ been beaten eff . We haTe bfl'en aa■ie ed by B tiah force• only on ape al 
ecca1ion1 , mre often than ne_t after the battle had al eady bfl'en decided in ov 
faTGur by our own action. n gener al , we ha.Te b~ n hampe ed and mpeded in o 
def~nce activitiea by the lim ta ion• i D1T>oeed by the Government . Gan~ ad~quate 
equipment and full freedom of action , we fee hope ul o being able to build up an 
effective defence fe ce fer the J i eh Sta e . To ach eT t hat w~ equir a11ia-
tance certainly in arm, , pea■ bly n fund■ during h i n t i al pfl'riod , bu not in 
men . 

On the o h r hand, her 1• 
and • the prf!IT nt en of agg 
1ibil t7 . W haT .n er ae h 
p nu.bl condition~• t he 1mpl 
outaid aggr ■aion, an int rna o 
t rutional 1• no 1ta 1 

e enaibil in that t 
pend ngl7 g ete • 

Wbat Tr ppen1 . 
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The peaaibility h•t on Apri l 1 the s~curi y Council may ha.vf' to con­

aider what atep1 1hould be taken in regard to th Arab State area if no Pro­

vi1ional Council haa been formed there waa anticipa ed in the Re1olution a,nd 

11 no reaa•n why a ProTiaional Council for the Jewi1h State 1hould not be ea­

tabli1hed in timeo 

The1e are, Mro Pree dent . our ob ■ervat one on t he aubje t of imple­

mentetiono The dietiDg\1-.iahed d~lega e of he United Sta ee hea introduced a 

reaolution prope1ing that the Counc 1 11 acc pt , 1ubjec to the author ty of the 

Security Council under the Chart r , t he requea I add e••~d by the Ge eral 

Aeeembly to it in per8graph1 (a) , (b) , and (c) of the General Aa1embly Reaolu­

tion"; and thet it eate.bliah e comrr. te compri 1ing the f i v permanent me ber1 

of the Council wru,ae funct ion■ will be , nter alia , 1 to con■ der whether he 

aituation with re1pect to Paleat ne coneti ea a threat to i nternational peace 

and aecurity, and to report I conclu1 one a, a matter of rgency to the 

Councilo" The Jewi1h Agency 1ubm • • Mr . Pre1i dent , t he both 1tep1 ere patent­

ly urgento 

The Delegate of t h Un t d St a ea ala pop• d ha t 1ame ommitte~ 

1hould conault w h t he Pa ea i n Comm I on , t h Ma da o P d r ep aen-

tatiTe■ of the p inc p Pa 1tine c rn Jl8 t he mplementat on 

of the General A11 mbly ecommendati on . n the pa sag o hi e addre1 whi ch 

bear■ on th I partic propc, h xp a i n d t h t t purpoee o th S cur i ty 

Council in und rtaki ng th• tati n 1ho db ke ry ef • o gt 

an ag ment on the ba1i 1 of Ge al A1aembly r omm nda on fo the und r-

lying pol tica. d ff cul t y . 

Th purpoa o 
prope1al ·1 Tea u1 grea 
and complic tion1 wh ch 
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It i1 doub\ful whether a change of even one word in thie memorable 
etatem~nt 11 warranted tod91'. Be that a■ it JD8¥, the Jewieh Agency feel• 
bound at thie 1tage Gf the proceeding■ tG make it ■ attitude clear beyend aey 
peaaible doubt. The Parti\ion Plan ado~ted by the Aaaembly ia, to ua, \he 
laat and final compremiae and the irreducible minilllWD of acceptability. Be 
reduction of Jewiah right ■ under the Aa1embly'1 Plan, either in territory or 
in aovereignty, can be accepted by the Jewiah people. 

Mr. Pre1ident, the United Bationa through it ■ varioua organs ha• 
worked he.rd in grappling with the Palestine problem. The Resolution of the 
A11embly repre■enta the collective wiadom of the international cemmu.nity on 
thia burning i11ue. Ou.re 11 mhietoric problem and it ■ conetructive eolution 
will be a di1tinct centribu\ion to th~ ncceea and vitality of the new great 
international erganiaation. We appeal to the Security Council and to all it1 
member■ to take auch action aa fall ■ within their province to tranalate the 
Aseembly 1a plan into a reality . 
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Thte Jewish Agency for Palestine 

MEMORANDUM 
J.prll 14, 19'8 

To: llr. 111.sn.k 

FaoM: 1r • aari.. ~ 

:--~n;I.. 117 of - ia'Mrdw I llil4 with hot.~ .. w .... hl,Np'\ -
I rl1 12, 1948 • 

..... !a* W ha- a'\\1"114e ...,..t; • a\VS.1111\ed to-, w oaN, 
aor all t ta.. t.epU.Z.1 ell, --••~ appeu•-'• It - Gllq N apl•:!•ed u tbe 
rual.\ t • ll1iil'a"9po - -SJt+.17' SCl'•••t pnelpl-'-4 • ta J'NUldV 
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April 27, 1948 

'1'he p e"'ent session Vile convened for t e purpo,,-e 'Jf g1T1Il :; further co • 

• ~ticn to t:1e que~tion of the future government of Pal~etine. •. is eup -m1.~tic 

phra~e 111 f'urther co h,idera.tion'J cleru ly portf'.n:led a revision of the tolution pr -

~ioumly adopted. 'h01t~h it wa~ not sought forznlly to abrogate the h sP.mbly'~ 
:Je o,.. • ion ~f :Nove:nber 29, 1947, the pro~(.rned trus tee~hip arrangement war. t .~ tr,. 

mount to its complete reversal. The ::eeolu.tlon had ~temmed from the reco ; .... ti ~~ 

o:f tt:o a-ic feet:@: first, that Palestine 111 ripe fCJr 1n4ependence; second, th-;:': 

vithin it exiet two nations. Accord1'1?'ly tht. As(embl7 decreed the ere t 1J1t in 

a.le . t ·r,e of two independer.t Sta~ee link d in an lconomic T;nion. iru t~ sh:.p 

doe~ v1.olencl! to both the@fJ basic realiti c~. Palestine 18 forced h ck into 
jection, to outside tutelage nnd the du,u~ty of its population 1, i ~nor d. 

·,.om the rte.nd-point o th ,1ew~ th p .. cpo!'~,3.l 1 totn_ :y unr :1 • o.r "': , ' 

on_y s .. e th« ~r~ -~ 1',:peeted to !or~ o the ind :::eIJde1.· ce d st~ tehood --.cc-o -df> 
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tter• which concen the tlonal 10Yer ~17 ot ,i. abere ot the Unit. 

re recouac1~llon1 which wt lh all their aoral and poll tlcal Wight hav 

nob n41DC cbaract r. Jut the Beeolutlon on Pale,tln• 11 differut ln •• ence. 
• proble■ here l not one of a conflict 'belve n lwo aOftr lp atat•• ln r c 
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11 t, aD4 nlch 1h r ton oon1tltu\ irect n pon1lblli\7 ot the Unit d 
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i~ • ol 17 1 hln th.al of th tnited \lon whol to 4e,er D the future of 
t t terrl\0171 u4 \hal 4ecla1on a bl 1D£ force. Norecwer, 'beline it to 
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be arguable that the decision of November 29, 1947 cannot legitimately be revoked 

or altered. That decision conferred statehood upon the Jews of Palestine as it 

did upon the bulk of the Palestine Arabs. Each group acquired rights under the 

Resolution which it cannot now be forced to renounce. It is significant that the 

Resolution throughout refers to the two states in terms which imply that they al­

ready exist. Bow to go back on the Resolution and to re-impose on Palestine some 

form of international t~telage is to legislate out of existence an established 

fact. 

:But whatever the legal aspect of the situation, there can be no doubt as to 

its ~olitical realities. During the eight months, April to November, when the Pal­

eetine problem formed the subject of continuous and active examination by the Gen­

eral Assembly and its organs, the political status of Palestine was in suspense; 

but this has by no means been the facts nee the end of lovember. The passQ8e of 

the Resolution has released a process of change which has grown apace from we k to 

we~k, and even from day to day.with the progressive liquidation of the Mandatory 

re ,ime. While the preeent special Assembly deliberates, the position of ialestine 

doer. not remain static. Syst matically or otherwise, the plan of Partition is being 

implemented. It is not merely a question of setting up a central authority to admin­

ister the area of the Jewish State upon the termination of the Mandate on Mq 15. 

Such authority is already in operation. :OJJ1ng thevacuum, territorial and functional, 

which is produced by the shrinking of the Mandatoey Admlniet ation. The Jews, in 

building up their government, are not merely striving to uphold and exerci Pe their 

rights under the Resolution: their pre~ent course of action is imperatively dic­

tated by the neces~ities of civilized lifE, and of life itself. 

It is no longer a que~tion of whether and when and with vhope help will the 

militia of the Je ish State be set up. The Je ish militia is already in existence 

and in action, fighting its battle day in and day out. To impose a truste ship 

i no long r a matt r of ubstituting one resolution for another. It will have 

to contend with the compelling forces which produced partition and which hav in 

turn been vastly accelerated by the acceptance of partition by. the As em ly. 

That the proces~ of thee tabli hment of i h State had been made un-

n cee arily and tragically difficult n eds ion. When distin , i ■hed 

d 1 ga es sp ak of peaceful implenentation a o unfulfilled, they eeem to 

for· t that the Aesembly' Resolution va adopt teeth of peni1 eat 

hr at to def7 it by force, th t ,he que tio o ernational force to give 

eff~ct t o the Beeolution had en di cu ■ed at eo erable length on various oc-

ca ion, and that no such force var provided, not becau it wae unn c • ry, but 

ecau e it wa found practica le. Duri the lat regular ■e aion of th Assem­

bly, th Jewieh Agency had pointed out that if trou le in Pale tine were localise4, 

the Jew would be able o cope with it alon. but if the countr, v r invaded b7 

fore fro the neighbori ■tat , an int rnatio al force would be called for, 

pri arily becau such an in ■ ion would be an open r volt inst th authority 

of the United ation which it would b the dut7 of the United ation to put down. 

V r fer to the deterrent eff ct which th re exi tence of an in ern ional force 

would exerci becau e there i no contradiction b twe n peaceful i le ntation 

d aila lility of force. On the con r&r7, it 11 an uiom of international poli-

tic that rad nee to u e fore 1 an i ndi p nsabl conditi n of th in nance 

of p ce. At the 1am ti the Jewi h nc1 d clar d thu.t hould for tion of an 

in natio fore prov, for r on, impr ctic le, th J would rad· 

d r coning nc7, t o carry th burd n of def ndinc tbea lv and th ir Stat 

alon tin that event they would r quir and d " • 1 tanc 1 • 

Our far bat ar force fro nei orin coun rie i ht invade Pal tine 

h rialised. 'fh inv ion la officiall7 and publicl7 organi s and fin c d 

b7 overn D t Of th Ar b t • , , b r o'f • al> w,a,r1• of tu Uni te4 

a ion, ind liber te ob truction of he A bl7'1 plan. Doc which ve ha 

ub itt d to th Security Council con a l n conclu iv evid nee of our cont ntion. 

Th incur ion of ilitar7 for tion from the nei bori countrie ■ in o Pal• tin 

bue proc ded in broad dqli t under t 1 v ry ere of Bri ti h mill arr and c vil 

authoriti • '!he Briti h nav, h continued to blockade P t in'• eaboard int 

th rival of i Jevi h 1 igranta, but the land frontier north, t and 

outh, ere left open to the ag or. Ineid P 1 ■tine th Briti h force proved 

1th r unabl or unwillin top t down Arb violenc and to 
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protect Jewish settlements from attack. Sometim s they were of heJp; more often 

they turned aguinst Jewish defenders; in most cases they stayed aloof. The United 

Kingdom Government contilnued to supply arms to Arab States under the existing treat­

ies in disregard of the active part played by these governments in th invasion of 

Palestine. On the other hand, no armed as istance was provided to the Jews and they 

were left to fend for themselves. The appeals of the Jewish AP-. ncy for the relaxa­

tion of the Untted States embar20 in favor of those defending themselves and the Aa­

sembly 9s Reso~ution were fruitless. So was our appeal to · the Security Council fer 

~n international arms policy in defense of an internatio~l decision The ·securit 
Council even found itself unaole to declare the invasion of Palestine a threat toy 
the peace within the terms of the Charter and of the Re olution on P~leetine. 

Encouraged by the Council's inaction and by the absence of any military as-

sistance to the Jews by the United Nations, the Arap Governments and the Pales­

tine Arab Higher Committee intensified their campaign of violence. The bluster­

ing commanders of the so-called Arab Liberation Army promised their followers 

the loot of Tel Aviv, the razing of all Jewish s£ttlements to th ~round and the 

hurling into the sea of the Jews who survived. Jewish Jerusalem found itself be­

siegede The Old City within the walls, with all its shrines , wa~ allowed by the 

Administration t o fall into the hands of fanatical Arab guerrillas. Its small 

Jewish community o,ed its survival only to the gallantry of its own defenders. 

The 100,000 Jews of Jerusalem ~·ere rut off fror1 food and other supplies, and their 

communications with the outside world w re disrupted y Arab ands operating out­

sid the cit:,. Jeru~alem Wes shelled for the fir t time in its history . 

In all the~e circumrtances, the entire Jewi h people of Pale tine rallied to 

the uprem task of s lf-d~fense- defen e of its lifemd property, of its rights 

and future . The defen~e organization of th Je sh community, the Haganah, came 

out into the open. It enrolled new members, improved its organization, increased 

it equipment a best it could. It had to eon the alert ni ht and d~ in nore 

than JOO Je ish villages and town, never kno i ng wh re and hen the enetey" would 

choo e to muter an ov rwhelming uperiorit7 of forces for a decisive blow. As 

a r . ult, lare,e proportion of nanpo er and equipment were immobilized in purel7 

t , c defense. Inevitabl7 the Haganah wa, corn. elled to as ume the count r-

offen ive to tie up the enemy's resources, . tall att cks and to strike at 

menacin concentrations of for ign troop . here v·a the erativ 

need to re 1 e isolated Je i h ttlemen , erusalem. To thi dB¥, 

every Ar· att·•ck ain t Jewi h set ~lement epell d and not s i ngle 

J 1 h village or defen e pot ha been evac ere in the countr7. 

A tie en on, the Hagan n ucce r ful ~o hru ts c ttered the t-

t ckin fore and drove the enemy b ck to it It occupied Arab trong-

hold, includ i ng vil and hil top , commandin th i n road to J ruaalem, 

hich thu reopened to food convoys . Thi darn ent rpri wa undertaken 

y th ah aft r very hope to be gi en up o nduc the Br1ti h author-

i 1 o rotect h accee to Jeru lem and a the onl a of a i n the 

Je of Jeru 1 m fro t rv tion. :But the po ition ins id Jeruaal m rem i ned 

critic 1. moat r oltin chap er of the pre n Pae ti i ituation 11 

h f t of the e t Hada aah ho pit 1 on Mount Scopu , ,join,1 th Hebre 

Univ r r it7. The Arb command had conver ed an Ara rter 1 in h ar th 

rou from th ho p i al to th ci i nto an arm d tro ghold from hich all J i h 

, h ther dical or othervi , w re tacked April lJt, ft r 

f conduct b7 th !ritieh uthoriti , oy c ryin dical. 

ff a blown up 7 land i n and at i h machi e-

o tl7 doctor, nur uni r ity prof or and etud n r 
hr d of them burn to d ath. Tho h th er nt on for hour, 

a l3rit uni et tion d n r too o c ion, 1 h d f I unit 

on thew to h ec ne . Aft r th di th ho pi found it f 

cu off. !riti h milit authori roce d d t o n oti t - , to 

i h h d r nch d in 1 t food and ho pital 

Th Ar r f d 1 t n c tion of h ho -

i h too ain h no choic but to act 

own , on S turd ni h, April ,4th, r fi rce b t le th Arb ban 

r ct d and th anah force occupie th h 1 J rah Quart r Promptly, 

!riti h roop int rven d and proce d d to hell th anah pot. Th pre ent 

t tion int quart r 1 ob cur d h f te of th hoepi 1 hang in the 

balance 



- 4 -

When British troops c acuated Haifa, the Ha.ganah forces moved in to prevent 
the main part of the city, placed by the Resolution in the Jewish State, from fall­
ing into the hands of foreign Arab bands which had already infiltrated into it and 
attacked the Jews. By and large, we have broken the first wave of Arab aggression. 
It depends largely on international reaction whether the second wave will begin. 

When I hear Arab spokesmen benoaning the fate of Palestinian Arabs as inno-
cent victims of wanton and brutal attacks allegedly :perpetrated by the Jews, I am 
reminded of the old Arab proverb: "Darabani wa-bam, sabaqani wa-shtaka, 1 which 
means, 1He beat me and wept, ran ahead of ne and complained." The Arabs are suffer­
ing from the boomerang effects of their own ~ischief, and their distress is self­
inflicted. Were it not for the onslaught against the Jews initiated by the Arab 
Higher Committee and na~nified to its present proportions by the Arab States, 
Palestine would tod.ey have been a peaceful country. Plagaed by defeat, Arab re­
presentatives have sought refuge in wildly em.~erated allef.!8.tions against the 
Jews. Typical was the report of the Syrian delegate bout the events in Haifa. 
According to the forr.,al state~ent presented to the Security Council by Sir 
Ale"'-nder Cadogan, the engagement in Haifa was started by the Arabs who attacked 
Jews for several days before the Jews too' the action which bro ht the town 
un~er their control. The number of Arabs killed in the operation, according to 
official British sources, was about 100, and there was nothing to justify the 
term of m ssacre. I would add that a high ranking British officer in Haifa, in 
describing the events to a well-known foreign press representative, commended 
the smoothness with which the Haganah carried through the operation and the high 
regard its fighters had shown for human life. 

The Arab spokesmen before this Oo~ittee have also distorted the facts 
about Arab civilian evacuation. It is by no means the policy of the Jews to 
drive Palestinian Arabs out of their tons and villages. On the contrary it 
is both our desire and our interest to show that Arabs c n be perfect4r secure 
within t e Jewish State. lven before the Haifa engage ent there had been a 
lar e-scale Arab exodus from Haifa, runni into tens of thousands. The reason 
was that these people had no heart for the fighting and did not want to be in­
volved intro ble. The subsequent nass evacuation was dictated by Arab comcand-
ers in ilitary de onstration - 1th one eye on the Arab world and the other 
on this Asse bly. In Tiberi s there h db n e wen loc 1 Jews and 
loc 1 Arb which 1 ed everal wee . It v a arced n ho came in 
fro~ o tside ad whe the Jews coun er- ~ was the Arab cowu.c,.u·d 
which called ~on the p ople to le ve. 
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economic and financial crisis and is reported to be urgently appealing for outsidJI 
help, yet notwithstanding internal difficulties, she is reported to be ready to 
dispatch for direct and overt intervention in Palestine. 

But the spearhead of this new campaign of aggression is to be, according to re­
ports, the Arab Legion, the &r!I\Y of Transjordano Unitsaf this Legion have for a 
long time past been stationed in Palestine as part of the British garrison. '?heir 
presence has been a constant menace. Of late they have take~ an increasing part in 
Arab aggression in Palestine. The other~~ we were assured by the representative 
of the United Kingdom in the Security Council that the Legion would be removed from 
Palestine before May 15th. Yet only yesterday we read that the main airport of Pal­
estine at Lydda which belongs to the Jewish State was, upon the withdrawal of Brit­
ish personnel, occupied by the Arab Legion. So were the British barracks in Jeru­
salem. At the same time the King of Transjordan is reported to have stated official­
ly that his troops would soon march into Palestine , bent on conquesto He is now be­
ing credited with the intention of himself marching into Jerusalem, at the head of a 
composite column of troops of the Arab League, to be crowned as ling of Palestine. 

It is obvious that the Legion can move into Palest ine , whether before or after 
the 15th of May, with the same ea e and facility with which the invading Arab forces 
have hitherto moved in. The Trar.ajordan Government jointly with the Government of 
the United Kingdom would then be responsible for a most critical situation. Though 
the TransJordan Government is seeking admission to ,he United Nations, it apparent-
ly feels fr~ to violate the Charter with impunity. Certainly the United Nations 
is not powerles to halt this flagrant move to open warfare. The respDnsibility 
of the Government of the United Kingdom is equally unmistakable . The Anglo-Trane­
jordanian Treaty which has Just been renewed provides for full milita17 alliance 
between the two countries and the establishment of a Joint Defen e ,oard. Under 
the treaty, the Government of TransJordan receives an annual ubsidy of $8, 000,000 
from the United Kingdom for the maintenance of the Legion. The commander and other 
senior officer, of the Legion are appointed by the ritish Government, and the GoT­
ern nt of TraneJordan ~ not undertake offen iv operation outside ite own ter-

' ritoey without consulting ite ally. Ve understand that British evacuation plane in-
clude the supply of all operat1zgrequire ente e next eight months. If Trane-

ordan brin w r to Pale tine, the Briti h Go 111 be re pon ible, and if 
the whole 1 sue ie no placed on the a&end o o itte and of the Security 
Council, then it cannot be aid that the Unit d s dealing w th the realities 
of h Palestin criaie. 

I ~ht o make it clear, Mr . ChairMn, t hil we believe that thi threat-
ned inva ion of Paleatin by th · r gular armie of the Arab Stat•• around ue call1 

for v 17 firm action by the Unit d ation, w our elve are ing eveey poe ibl 
pxepar tion to et the next pha of the on la t wi hour OWII fore . Ve certain­
ly do not r gard th Arab L ion a invinci l ar pr par to Join iaaue with 
it. Our tr•n th 1118T be 11 it d but th re ia nothin th t po ple con cioue of 1t1 
p and cheriahin it 1 e futur will not do ind fen• of ita life aid lib rty, if 
fore d to. We kno hall b h lp d y Jew thr--~ th world, wherev r the7 

b. We are a appr ciativ a an7 otaer eopl boon of peac. ht lit 
any oth r fr do lo i n tion o not et p ac ov v thin 1 in life. 
Pe c 1 an o higher nd, not an end in it lf. Mor ov r, t ter • o th 

1 hr Commit or th Arab La • would plac u on th pr cipic of tion-
w 11 of phy ical extinction. That ould c rt inl7 not an p ce . 

'l'hi d ate 11 alr n h old t 1 k• p1 r Tertin t o t h root 
probl and to i --~- a pct. ot bly th di ti ia d 

of th Lebanon h e 1 1 ctual f ort o prob th proble 
to oundation. r cit t h of hi purpo , but Id plor 
th or p 7cholo ic t cl hich not --. •• d o ov~rco t 
ob t i th r fu • or o h to co o th -J w1 what ia re-

rd I th natural and 1 m n 1 birthright of any ot r p opl• und r th un, 
l, it right to a count17 whi c c i own, it ri t to lete 

t o r th condition o it 1 • t to co oda • within t 
t17 many of t aone and da~ht re it c i ri ht to at 'in th 
of n ion and it ri ht to malt it own di tincti contrib tion in all fi ld1 of 
nd vor o th common tock of mankind. Th d 1 te of th banon 1 pr pare4 

to c DC de u thi : full c vil and politic ri bta co 1 t fr• do of 
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religious worship, f 11 Ot)Ortunity to develop our Hebrew language and culture, and 

so on. He denies us only one thing : equ;:i.l i ty - not individual equality, which he 

grants - but collective equality - equality of st~tus for the Jewish peo, le with all 

other nations . So long as you do not realize tat the Jewish people as a people is 

homeless and th~t homes for individuals, ha.p:py a.nd prosperous as they may be - if they 

are - are no su~stitute for a home forte people, yo~ do not begin to touch the core 

of the Jewish problem ~nd it is idle for yo to at tem:pt a s0lution. 

Dr. Hali~c seens to :'orget - or , ~,.be hf) does not - that , 11 the blessings he wotld 

bestow on us in the Pal stinir n state o: his conce-ption Rre f l . y enjoyed toda~ by 

Jews as individQ ls in every d.enocratic and Dro ·ressive country. Nevertheless, the 

yearning for Zion pE=:rsists, for here t 1e soul of the 1eo) le see::s its rede:::,ption, 

and only here c~.n the body of the people as a nation_ 1 entity a,chieve its ren".is sance. 

Dr. 1 lik assures us th~ in the P lestine St-:\te, in vhich the Jews vould eive u~ 

their claim to a separate col ective identity , they wo·.1.ld be R'Jle to hold the igh-

est offices, incluciing apu ar, nce as deleg tes of that State to the United Na tions . 

Does he real~r imagine thPt such a pros ect is so startlin6 ly novel in Jewish history? 

There was a time when the Foreign Minister of the Second Ger□~n Reich was a Jew and 

he appeared in that Ccp~city in the highest intern tion~l co~ cils. It is not so long 

ago th t he Prine ?1inister of Fr ce w s a Jew ~ho, by virtue of h • s posi ion in 

French life, mP~ at ny tim be c~ 11 ed. t fill th of ice a ~ in . I n .. o rn ines, 

there ave al , s been Jews in the overnrnents of Grea t Br n In the Unitel St tes, 

Jews have held nd re holdin st~te posi tions of th ighest dignity . All th se hon­

ors and distinctions, of which those directly concerned ad ther Je\ls ere r ic tly 

nroud., did not advance the Jewish people one step to rds the solution of its prob-

lem as a eople . Only a territory of its own, in hose histo the people h s deep 

root s and over , •. ose future it h~s the unc 11 nged .. stery - in brief, st~.tehood in 

its own country - can solve the probl m 

This is th historical spect. B t . t of the practical problem as it ff cts 

todey the 700,000 Jews of P 1 stine nd those undreds of thousands who re deter ined 

to settle there? Dr . l lik ap led to us, P les ine Jews, to s e integr ion into 

our Ar enviro ~ent and abandon all clai.s to "se existence . If by "integ-

tion" he s t .t w sho ld e .. to et clos r environment , t we hould 

t dy its lan Be nd ts s of tho ht d forge links with our neigh-

bor near nd far, n he 1 n nd th ht e are t i to do. 

B t if by "integra ion" he houl to di olve in viro nt, 

then h ~ for th impo 1 inj for he 

a e ·s to do to u h , Leb on 

1 f r 1 v 1n tine 

r f o o 1;r n ind pe de t 

politi ir r ion i tot 

Ar b world 

do, 

co 
t 

riee 

• 

r-

8 
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In all his admonitions to ue, Dr. Malik appears to assume that the Jews by a 
mere act of will can eurrender their independent existence and renounce immemorial 
aepirations to the reconstitution of their State. H• reveals how profoundly even 

most cultivated Arab mind• pereiet in mieunderetanding or underestimating the hie­
toric motive■ and all the ,train• and streeeee of Jevish life. The idea that a 
people ehould reet con,ent with a disembodied culture and give up ite claim to free 
political institution, would eound too ridiculoue to merit any serious thought if 
applied to any other nation. !he United Bationa itself ie conclueive proof that the 
independ~nt eovereign etate is the only normal unit of national activity - the only 
recognizable constituent part of the international world. 

That the attainment of etatehood by the Palestine Jewe would have been infin­
itely easier if it did not ,involye ·the inclueion in the Jewieh State of JS0,000 Arabs 
livin~ todav wi~~in it•~~-•, 4 • uio•tlc. Jut.the.ret,~~ion i~ the Jewi~h At~t~ of 
this Arab minority is .by no meane euch an enormity in ethic• and in practical poli­
tice ae some of the more Tiolent critic■ of the ~lan of partition would represent 
it to be. Ae ha• been pointed oul tiaN out of numb!r jUlltice and practic-
abil1ty are relnt1ve concept■ n the highl~ comp el ind moat cloeel , integra~ed 
international ecene of today. The queetion ie, in which case would injustice and 
prac t. ical difficulty be greater: if leee than one-third of the Palestine Arabs were 
left in the Jewi ■h State while remaining surroUJlded by masses oft eir kith and kin 
in the neighboring countriee, all of which, including the newly to be formed Pales­
tine Arab State, would enjoy full eovereignty and independence, or if twice that 
number of Jewe were left ae a permanent and completely isolated minority in an Arab 
State with the Jewish people ae a whole deprived of etatehood forever? 

It would appear that ~he coupling of an economic union with partition should 
have been regarded as a further safeguard. for the Arab minority, added to its ethnic 
unity with the wider Arab perimeter, ite geo~raphic :ontiguity ·1th independent Arb 

tatea and the eelf-intereet of the Jewieh State to mete out to it the f a ire r t tre t­
ent posrible. Yet the Lebane e dele~ate rep ats the the ea of the di tin i eh d 

representative of Palcietan that there ie eomething abeurd or anomoloue about th idea 

of economic unity combined with political separation. In r ality, this ie on of t he 
moat advanced conceptions which modern political t hought hae produced. It ould be 
worthwhile in thie connection to recall the following extract from t he speech of t he 
repre entative of the •etherlande ~t the Gener Ae embly on lovember 26, 19~7: 

•we are conTincecl that the eetabliehm itary etate would not be the 
ap,roJ7riate eolution for the United. e o reach now. Hietorically 

peaking it 1• a fact that nearly al • l parte of the world where t here 
was to be found a hletorically formed dit ence between peoples whom deetiey 
bro ht tc,«ether, no eolution in the direction of a unitary etate hae proved 
t o be orkable. After the apoleonic Vara, Belgium and th Netherland• wer 
r o ht to eth r in one unit 1tate. Altho our two oplee had v ry 

clo ti•• relation• and intereete •• thie unitary etate ended rapidl and un-
ucce full7. !he dlff rencee bet en Arab and Jewe now re much greater •• 

t thoee b tw en Belgium and the etherland• in 1 )O. , togeth r 1t h 
Lux bourg, thoee countriee are reunited, not politically but cono ically , 
and now w t count le not our political aration but our union for eco o l e 

purpoee ••• 111torx be• H:v«b\ our three countrlee th\• aluabl• le on of 
independence co■blnd with upitz for certain lprportyt but limited PWP0•t•• 
V t17 to appl7 thi1 lee on earn etl7 beca ewe bell••• trongly t t thie 
ie the beet w to freedom, pro■perlty and th eaf guardi of 1nor1t1 •• 
V b lieye thla not onl7 b c u it 1a our o , but bee uae it 1• aleo 
a T human and intrln icall7 de ocratic W¥•• 

111 to 1amthi11 • on, Dr. Malik denie both pri clple - rt 
ol i c 1 ind n4 nc cono le unity. B c 11 upon t J • to t politi-

cal uicid and t h n proce 4• to brandieh OTer th ir h ada t thre t cono ic 
o cott. It ae toundinc to he th Pr aid nt oft ocial and ono ic Council 

uphold a 1 eOTereip richt1 thie xpeclient of econo ic f w ich e ey pro 1 i on 
of the Chart r enJoinln economic co tlon, and full coll boratlon b tw n n tion 

n r 117, 1 licit17 conde • 

f 

To 41T rt in thia conCat tot truetee1hlp ide, it ie no paradox to t t 

th plan of partition with econo le \IDlon 1 a4e throllg ~ --tion to the v ntual 
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highest degre~ of attainable unity, whereas truste~ship, by the imposition of 
artificial unity, is bound to widen the gulf between the two peoples and is liable 
to make it e rentually unbridgeable, ror under trusteeship as under the Mandate, 
the two parties will seek their self-expression by a continuous pr~ssure and eount~r­
preesure on the third party, that ie the truste~, and will thereby pull apart and 
sharpen their differences; whereas under partition they will face each other as equal 
partners, b .ar the full brunt of direct responsibility and be driven by the impact 
of their own interests to accept their mutuality and come to terms, both within the 
economic union and beyond it. 

Incidentally, the repre~entative of the Arub Hi~her Committee 9€ain tried to 
aseuil the plan of partition on legal grounds by invoking the arbitrary theory that 

.... 

the termination of the Mandate can only result in the conversion of the mandated 
territory into a unitary state. Not only is there no vestige of evidence in support of 
this theory in the Mandate itself, but the actual course of events which has ~o far 
attended the liquidation of mandates hae produced two major precedents in support 
of ~artition. France wae granted one mandate by the League of Bations for the 
Levant territoey, yet that territory comprises two states, Syria and I,ebanon. 
The Pale~t ne Mandate iteelf is another case in point. There wa~ one mandate for 
Palestine and Transjordan, yet its onenees did not prevent the fir t partition of 
Pale~tine, the setting up of Tranejordan as a separate Arab KinRdom, nor has any 
Arab national institution ever voiced a protest against this procedure. 

The delegate of the Lebanon concluded b inviting the Jews to face an either/ 
or. But the alternative which he commends- that of collective renunciation by the 
Jews of the very es~~nce of their ideal- is a purely ima ~inary one. The ooner 
Dr. Malik and his friends give up this peice of wishful thinking d accept the 
reality of Je,-·i h nationhood, the better for all concerned. It is thus the Arabe 
who are faced with an ei ,her/ or, .nd in their case the positive alternative i 
full~ practicalle and entails, comparatively speaking, av ry mal sacrifice for 
which a peac~ful and more pro peroua future 111 e an ample compe s tion. 
Sither they 111 pursue a sterile campaign hie ill absorb all their bet ener ~ie 
to no constructive purpo e or conclueive re , ·l h the vain object of cru hing 
the Je ish nation- that tiff-necked peopl - xi t nee: or they ill aclmo~-
1 dge the J wi h right to St tehood, ba e4 o r and on the f ct of tod , 
and will then accept the Jewish Pale tine a par ner 11, the gre nt rpri e 
of r~ enerating the Middle kt. Th choice n perpetual, aiml di co 
and im ediate, fru ful p~ace. 

Above all, let it not be for otten th t hi to17 . .na 
proof of ma d t rmination than t t pro ided by th tr 

hich, de pite all hard hi and ha1ard, continu to croe 
Pale ine. Will ,th ab naviee top them! 

een f 
eport 
the 

more impr a iv 
of Je 1 hr f 

ea nth w 

Mr. Chair , e ball nev r c ae o offer peac to our n i bor d o pl d 
o cooperation and as ociation 1th them, provided our elem nt claim t o 1ty 
of t t 1 cc ted and our D d for gr th and d velopm nt 1thin r o 
par of P let n - th part ae.igned t u by th Ae embly 1 R olut~on- i 
fi d. W h 1 accept nothing elee than a Sat. We ball ace t nothin 1 
tha a. But a a St te ithin that • 11 ol mnl7 und rt 
it boundarie, crupulouel7 to ob rv tion of full quality of 
r 11 iou and politi al right o all our co-c1t1E n, d f ctiv ly t o oop r 

1 h h n 1 hboring t te ithin uch or aniz fr ork b fo d cc pt 1 
or th co on b n fit of all. An alliance b don mut 1 non- re 1 don 

Joint economic and de elopment activitie would find in u mot willin tn r. 
But th t ti point muet be equalit7 of etatu. Our claim for t i inh rent 
in our lemen ary human dignit7. Our etri ing for it dr w it tr th 
bond b ten u dour country and. froa th c ntur1 of exil and pre cution. 
to t in it now 1 the dir ctr ult of th 1■ ct of orld event upon th po ition 
of th J 1 hp ople in Pale tine and in other rt of th world, or all tho ho 
h to e, th Jewieh Stat alr ady xi te. J 1 h con rol of th J 1 h St t 

rea 11 ro -in realit7. Arab rul over the Je 1 hara 1 a fli ht of fanc7. 
'l'he full-fl d d develop ent and internation rec~ition of th Jewi h Sta e cannot 

o d lq d. All the ener iee of th J wi hp opl are obiliz 4 to bring bout 
that con tion. 
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THE BATIO!f ASSOCIATES 
20 Vesey Street 
ev York ?. B. Y. 

~ 4, 1948 

Mr. Moshe Shertok 
Jeviah ency for Pa.le tine 
16 Ea.at 66 Street 
Ne York, IJ.Y. 

Dear . Shertok: 

I am sending 7ou, for 7ou.r conf14en 
of a letter vhieh I ha.Te Jut~ 

I 1 7our tt ntion ln 
before th 1 t. 

Cordial~ your•, 

(ai ed.) he4a irch y 

or tion, cow 
Suaner Welles. 



COPI 

May 1, 1948 

My dear Mies Xirchwey: 

!bank you. for your letter of April 30 and for your 
kindn••• in ■ending me a copy of 1The Britieh Record on Partition.• 
I glad that you ha.Te publiahed thi• report and that it has been 
widely distributed. The Britiah record in Palestine ahould be 
better known in the United Statea. It represents !ritiah policy 
at its moat ahort-ai hted and at its least intelligent. 

You sk me 1 is there not omething1 that I can do 
about it. 

I certainly vieh there wae omething more effectiTe 
that I could do than that ich I have so far been able to 
aeeomplieh. I haTe been •~ending eTery moment of the 1 at five 

eelca complet1n book on Paleetine t t ~~~'.~i~,ton Ufflin will 
bring out on June 7. I hope that t bo be helptu.l. One 
of the thi • that • o t appalled lat few ontha 
i the extraordinary i orance ! v n r intelli t sec-
tor of erican public ~1 ion of th iatory of lee 1ne 
and oft fun ental 1 au at tar ed. If by 
I can do o thin in th of clarification, the book 
a eeful purpo e. 

Co 1denti 117, I to ee t t by no 
an• in onaid r bl factol in th aorry iator of United St te 

olic Pl atin • b nth 1et but effectiv interT ntion 
of a nuaber of our fello citl1 na t the J viah £ 1th ho x-
ce di 17 influ nti 1 in their o -~-itl • and ho h&T ur d 
at th White ouae the adODtion of thia truat ahlp pl • I 

rri to thoa who v openl oppo■ the titlon ~l . 

¥1th ,q p rao b 11 • 

inc rely y r, 

(a ) 
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Peraonal aa4 Oontlcleallal 

Nr. Le, w. --•raoa 
hpan ... l ot llate 
WaaJd.-,toa, DC 

Dear Nr. 4aderecaa-

Uler Nlvnlnc ,o -, oftlo• 1, OOOVl'e4 to • Iba.I ,- lllp, vi•la \o 
ha•• a u-let noon ot ••rial• t the o-■lur•tlon• lbal I pr•••nlecl lo 7ou ln 
COllMOlloa rilh ,_ .. ,,.r of 1111 .%0 .... of Nlaiater. or Jlepr ..... ,1 •• ,. 

Nil• Ia uoordwe wilh Ou.I' orlgiaal ooaftl"a Ila on thle ,,er l 
aa"1rall7 anlae4 117 hnrue I reprcU.nc Iba Tielf9 which 7ou t.atoftl&l.17 ln4loa\ecl 
lo ... li14N4, I •••ace '° onlar, Jlaruall fro■ Nr. Sur\ok vu pra11p,e4 
'J , --lpl of tho• a4Tloee. luof&I' .. a, ..._,._., u4erat&114■ the 
Ual let lat • l• prepared lo 10 t ol'WU'Cl wi lh aa exobaqe of Nial• Iara. Oar ooa­
nr■atlo • W-., woull wquelleaalal.7 'be repr4e4 u a NT real of un1,e4 '-'•• 
polt.07. 

DlillllaL I u -ut•~ ooMOne4 re ac uab reao,ton lo O¥ aano11i:aaa1-

•nl ,., Uatl 4 Ila • l• uwilll-. lop torwar4 wlth an •zobanca of 
ICt.alat re. !hi• WOlll4 alllo•I oerlalal.7 be deve4 b7 l h• Arab OOIUl rl • u a 
■o4ltloalloa l I Ualte4 Sia\ • po1111oa I 11 l•a4 lo 1 reue4 
r ,1., .... ,o an, OTer,ur • bJ' \h ftr! Iii v9U1DG11.-" 

..... a there 1• a •uoac p, • pro • ao b7 
if aan e4 al lhl• 11 re'84 '7 , 11. 

14 oplain u a of U.l\e4 \&lea 

' . -..--.... n \to 
lvhl.J l•talPM!!ale4 •• ,. r pr41 lie\ Aael'l 

ol r AA111l• ea _.,. fl et ' 
are Pllll 

aa111na.1•ia\ 

°"' • 

' 

• ... lliil~tJ tear -, ,, .. nr., _._., 
hll di Ito 

all •• 

of 
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'fh• fenplq Tieve an 11&'1arall7 'bo\h per•onal and prella1Da.J7 an.4 
are bare noorcle4 for Joor ooaTealeaoe .. oouldera,1oa• vhloh •houl.4 
p,rbap1 'be '-ke lalo aooou,. 

l\h-, per•oaal Npr<l•• I-. 



.. . 
IOPt 

Ia repl.7 refer to 
n 

Dear Mr. -•t.e1at-

IJIPAJl!KD'f OJI S'l'AD 
VASHIJIM'OS 

I ban lhe hoaor to aokaovledce lh• noelpt of a lel•cna 1a,e1 
Na, 11, 1148, a4b••••4 lo '• leonlarJ of a,a,e, froa No• ai.r,ok, Jorelp 
leonla17 la lbe Pro'rieioul Clen111Mal d \hi ala~• of IarMl, wl\!l np.r4 
to ,he exobaap of Ml••lou aa4 • preeea\allw•. 

1, vOlll.4 be appnota'94 lt 7ou Vftl4 Wora •r. au:r,ok lbal lbe 
Uni \ed. Ila\•• will 'be pnpan4 to exoban&e •nT•J• raord.lnar, aa4 
Ni 11,er• nntpo\ea\iaJ7 w1,1a l•r•l wbea lb• .1,u lloa la Pal••llae ll 
IUh aa ,. ·- \h GeTernae I of lh• Uall at • lo .. old• lhal 1, would 

• oprta'4t for 11 lo aoo.-4 At Jpn r pi \loa to \he Pro'riaioaal 
hT l'llllftl of Ian.el. 

Ia I ■ ll•, lbe Gffenuaaal fit U. Ulll W \ate• w-14 wel­
co \he •la\ll1)1aea, 1a lhi• OOIUlll'J of a Niaal fro• Iara 1 b a4a4 '7 Nr. 

al la u lnMl1111lal lapnHalallw ot , Pronaloaal GffenMal of I1nel u4 
la prepared., lf acr eul• lo lb• ProT11io-.l CloTenaeal, lo ••la'bllah la Iar 1 
a Nt1aloa beadN bJ a 111N.a·lal epnNalallTe of , GoT nuaeal of , Val'-4 

\a\ea. 

la 
........ , la ATe. •• • 

, D.O. 
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OOPI 

la repl.7 nter lo 
D 

Dear Nr. -,.1e1aa 

I baw Ille honor lo aokaowledce the noelpl ot Mleptaa claW 
118'1 19, 1141, M4n•M4 lo ,ne SMntar, ot late, tra No• uno , 
ontp NN\al7 in Iba Prori •loaal Goffl"llllllal of Iba \a • ot IerMl, wt. Ill 

nprd. \olbl whenr of Ntaaloa• u4 JlepnMala\lfta. 

II "111 be appreolaW it JOll vlll iaton Mr. r\ok I I I Uatle4 
1,a, • Oowrwal ta priac eanM eoulhralloa lo \bt ••bur o! leca lone 
.... hYOJ• alnor4ln&IJ' a4 Id.Ilia re plealpoleallar, NIVNa lh• Uni w 
'-'-• all4 Iarael and will 01 uloale later wl \hit ProTlalcaal Gowrn111nl 

of Iar l oa la n.ltJNI. 

la lbl _,1., , Onenaenl et Ille UlllW. 11a, • VGILl4 weloOM 
eala'blla_.., l Ulla 117 of a Ntaalo trOII larMl •~- - Mr. 

Mla •• lp1etal ,n_, lift of \be J'nylelo 1 Oonnaea, of la 1 
la pnpan4. lf M&'blA \o I NTi■loaal hft111111al1 lo ealaltll• la 
l•nel a t••l• llea4e4 'J a lliiJ ... ,..1a1 ... dla .. lallYe of \he hnrwaal of Iba 
U 1, ,., •• 

••• • 
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II CODI MAY 29, 1948 

10LLOWUIG UPLAIA!OllY DSIAG:I PJlOIISllD Nt 48 OD COLCII OJI NAY ftllftSfi:IH HIIDB SOI 

B.&IDD D A LWftD Illb!IC£!. Wl'?B OD DAIIMI!!ID '1'0 IOU 11' DSSAGE 48 AS 'lO !HI 

nKS'l' lll) !BI D PilAG.BAPHI JU! CCll!AIBIIG !D JOLLOWIIG SJJCOID P&BAGBA.PH Q.ron 

I! WOULD D JPPRmel.A'l'D 11 YOU WWLD I .. m>llf Nil SRJll!OK ~'? '?HE trnI!ID S!ATES WILL 

D PB: il '1'0 XOlldR OYS X'?UOHDII.AJI!' A1{l) NIIIIS!!JlS P I !IA.Rt WI'1'B 

ISB L 

OJI 

!HI SI!'U.&.'flo• 11 PAL s!l 11 sucH AS '° cm !BE oo ~ll"LIII , or '1'H . 

S'l'.A S lDOIDI ! I! WOULD APHlOPRI.lD 10R I! !O ACCORD JUD 

R C 'f O ,o OYIS OIi.AL GO 

<lJO HAD <JII •lDLI,Y ~IQl~S D AP 

OOLOI Bl BSO 

T UCJWTOB 1 MI I 

!Bl DIP 

!I DID O'l I QI, 

"111 CASUALLY AID IIOI 

G 

,~_, ... .,.. 0 

•vu~..., ·~IUlll1911&f 

a1100Ma 

llUL'ID CiJ1111B WAI I 0851 

D 1AC!O 

I IOA!ID 

AD.JU 

o• MABIHAJ,J, 

OOGII !ICII DID TOI. 

ncm.a 
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POLIO? .OD lfII.L Bl COllRBSPOIDISOLt DiftUUD S'l'OP ID OBDRTA'l'IO OOU>I 

DRISIID 0 QIU DACTIOSI OLD OPIEO COMMA ANIIIO.AB PUBLIC COMMA AID 

ilil COOl!Jd 8 ona APPABII! I IBift JKIIICil POLICY TOP !HIRD OIIEJITA!IOI 

COLOI POI IIllBILiff OJ UllIBJ> B'!A S LO I .0 PO I'l'IO J>Dl1'IIG JIOM 

PllIOB DOOGII!IO Bt ALLOVISG 1001 OfWS !ill Pk.lOliilROB II ACCOIDIRG 1tJLL 

DIPLOMA'l'IO 

il 

am . 

I LOOH 

BI> 

!OP IX OOI. 

NY OB YA l 

PliOfICS DO 

AYOIDI 

COL 

0 

OJWIO S'l'OP mAL OB , Bf.l!IO COLO sm s~, 

CWJ , or P SUNID (p) 

11TI COLCJI H DIS'fDDID BY 4 OB 

LB VI 'fBJl)lJ> 'rBil SSI 

awBI I 

w J,O ft I C Alt 

!'10.lLLT AD 

OUJDI 

I 

l,O DID 10! C 

Gill ff INPLICA!I 0 

I'l'UA!I !I 

TA!IO S UGO 

'ft>P I 

AflO 

n 

l'ACfO I 

t 

GO ' 

NI 

-
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!HI DW L........,.ll!'D 0.ABLID YOO I . Mt 48 A1II> SAID OULD SIB It IF AOO:IP'r.ABII 

STO OtJOH I SAW~ INPll D NAT'l'D 

YO& IBSfllDO!I 01S S!OP I ~~~~ DD 'Bl lI W 

DID B At OLTII 

OOL01l I 

tOH I LACY Alff ~ SI ADTI 

I ICA 

I 18 IAL 
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