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July 6, 1948 ,_&‘»-ﬂ_i;.t g
The following is the text of the reply of the Provisional Government of Israel
today conveyed to Count Folke Bernodotto, Wl Mediator, It wes “signed by
Moshe Shertok, Maistor bf Toreign Affairss

"On behalf of the Provisional Government of Israel, I have the honor to
offer the following observations on the suggestions presented by you under
cover of your letter of Juné 27 as a possible basis for discussion in discharge
of your task to 'promote a peaceful adjustment of the future situcation of
Palestine,!

"l. The Provisional Government of Israel noted with surprise thot your
suggestions appear to ignore the Resolution of the General Assembly of llovember
29, 1947, which remains the only internationally valid adjudication on the
question of the future government of Palestine.

"The Frovisional Government also regrets to find that in formulating your
suggestions, you do not appear to have token into account fully the outstanding
facts of the situation in Palestine, namely, the effective establishment of the
sovereignty of the State of Israel within the area assigned to it in the
Asserbly's resolution, and other territorial changes vhich resulted from the
repulse of the attack launched ageinst Israel by Palestinian Arebs and by the
neighboring Arab States.

"2. The Provisional Government of Israel begs to recall thet the Jewish
people accepted the settlement laid down in the General Assembly's resolutioh
as & compromise entailing heavy sacrifices on its part, and the territory
assigned to the Jewish Sta‘ec as an irreducible minimum, It ig indeed the con-
viction of the Provisional Government of Israel that the territorial provisions
affecting the Jewish Ciaie noy stand in need of improvement, in view both of
the perils revealed ty lreb eggression to the safety and integrity of Israel
ané. of the resﬁlts actievad %y Israel in repelling this aggression., 1In this
tonnection, the Provisional Government of Israel desires to point out thot the
territorial settlement laia dovn in the Resolution was based on partition of Western
Palestine between the Jewish people and. the Arabd population of Palestine. Inclu-
sion of the Arad portion of Palestine in the territory of one of the neighboring
Aradb states would fundamentally change the context of the boundary problem.

"3. The Provisional Government of Israel cannot agree to any encroachment
upon or limitotion of the free sovereignty of the people of Israel in its independ-
ent State. thile 1t 1s the basic aim and policy of Isrsel to establish rohtiqng

of peace and amity with her neighbors on the basis of clo Y - . b oo
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in 21l fields, international arrengements which may be necessary to give effect

to this‘ policy cannot be imposed upon‘Isra.el, but can only be entered into as
& result ol en agreement negotiated between the interested perties as free and
sovereign Stotes.

"4, The Provisional Government of Isrnel would be ready to accept the pro-
visions concerning Economic Union as formulated in the Assembly's Resolution if
2ll their basic premises were to materialize., This is not, howewver, the eventu~
ality enviseged in your suggestions. The partner Stcote whom the Isrcelis are
invited to join in a Union is both in its political ideﬁtity and in its geo~
graphical dimensions wholly different from the Arasb Sta\te nrovided for in the
Resolution. Jewish consent to Dconomic Union in the contezt of the Resolution
cannot therefore be binding in the new situstion. It must now be left to the
free and unfettered discretion of the Government of Isrcel in the exemise of
its sovereign rights to determine what arrongements should govern Isrcel's rela-
tions with her neighbor or neighbors in the field of economic cooperation.

"5. The Provisional Government of Isrmel must be perticularly emphatic
in its opposition to any infringement of Isrcel's independence and sovereignty
as regards her immigration policy. Complete and unqualified freedom to determine
the size and composition of Jewish immigrotion was the very essence of the Jewish
clain to statehood., Recognition of the moral validity and the practical urgency
of that claim in connection with the issue of irmigration lay at the roots of its
acceptence by the intcomationel world. ﬁ.’nere con be no question of auy Israeli
Government acespting t'w elishicst devugation in favor of any joint or irte:mational
body from Israel's sovureigaty uc regards control of her imnigrotion policy.

6. The Provisioncl (Covernneat of lsrcel was deeply wounded by your
suzzesiion coresiming the fuvrc of tae City of Jerusalen, vhich it regords as
disastrous. Tae idew viat tue selezation of Jerusalenm to Arad rule mizht form
orrt of a peaceful rettlement cowld be conceived only in utter disregoerd of
history and of the fundamental fecis of the prodlem, vhich are?

"a) the association of Judaism with the Holy Citys

") the unique place occupied by Jerusalem in Jewish history and present-
day Jewish 1life;

"c) Jewish inhabitonts constitutela two-thirds mejority in the Oity before
the commencement of Arab aggression and this proportion has greatly
increased since then as a result of Aradb evacuation:
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"d) the whole of Jerusalem with only a fevw minoi exceptions is now in
Jewish hands;

"e) and not least the fact that after an exhaustive study of the problem
and as & result of the overwhelming concensus of Christian opinion
in its midst, the General Assembly resolved that Jerusalem be placed
under an international regime,

"The Provisional Government of Israel must meke it clear that the Jewish
people in the State of Israel and the Jews of Jerusalen will never acquiesce in
the imposition of Arad dominatBen over Jerusealem, no matter whot formal mmici-
pel cutonomy and whot richt of access to Holy Places the Jews of Jerusalem
night be allowed to enjoy. They will resist ony such imposition with all the
force at their command. The Provisional Government of Israel regrets having
to say that your startling sugsestion regarding Jerusclem, by encouraging false
Arad hopes and wounding Jewish feelings, is likely to achieve the reverse of

the pacifying effect which you undoubtedly had in mind,

"7« The Previeional Government of Icrael does not find it necessary

et this stoge to comsent upon the other points raised in your sugegestions os
it hopes that examination of its present observations on the major aspects of
the scheme for a2 settlement tentatively outlined by you may couge ym to re-

consider your whole *pproash to the roblem, "




I.

Terms of Reference

To take evidence on and make study of all ques~-

tions relating to Palestine, and report its recommendations

thereon to the General Assembly; and without limitation of

the foregoing, specifically

II.

(a)

To receive from the Mandatory an account
of the administration of the League of
Nations Mandate for Palestine;

To make study and take evidence, including

Batveisbaddidvetiaty evidence on behalf of
the Jewish people and the existing non-

Jewish communities in Palootinn, aRacd2aiMe,

and to report to the General Assembly its
conclusions and recommendations regarding
The said administration of the Mandate;
The economic and soclal conditions and
potentialities of Palestine;

The problem of those Jews who have been
the victims of persecution, including
displaced persons and non-gettled refugees,
in relation to the Palestine question;
The future government of Palestine;
Immedi ate action with reference to the
administration of the Mandase, including




immigration of displaced Jews, pending the
consideration and final decision by the
General Assembly on the recommendations

provided for in paragraph II (b) (4) above,

III. The Committee of Inguiry shall proceed to

Palestine and to such other countries as it may determine and
is authorized to conduct hearings and take evidence in any

place.






