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July 6, 1948 
The following is the text of the reply of the Provisional Government of Israel to.d8'Y conv-07ed .to Coat Foll:a•. Berne.dot to., tnr Mediator. ?t · tm.e • signed by Uc.she Shcrtok; M1dator ·bi' Foreign A:f'fa1raa 

"On behalf of the Provisional Government of Israel, I have the honor to 
offer the following observations on the suggestions presented by you under 
cover of your letter of Jun6 27 as n possible basis for discussion in discharge 
of youi· task to 1pro:mote a peaceful adjustment of the :f'u.ture s1 tu.ct ion of Palestine.' 

"l. The Provisional Government of Israel noted with sui:prise that your 
SU&cestions c.ppear to ignore the Resolution of the General Aaset1bly of lTovember 
29, 1947, \-rhich remnins the only internationally valid adjud.icc.tion on the 
question of the future govenu:ient of Palestine. 

The 1,rovisional Government also regrets to find thri.t in formuJ.n.tine; your 
Sll(;gestions, you do not appear to ha.ve tt'ken into account fully the outsto.nding 
facts of the sit'14~tion in Palestine. ntl.J:lely, the effective establishment of the 
sovereit,lty of the State of Israel within the nrea assiL,i d to it in the 
Asse~bly 1

a resolution, and other territorial c!w.nge tlhieh resulted from the 
repulse of th attack launched ago.int I rae by Pal tinian Arc.be and by the 
n 1 boring Arab St t • 

2. 1'he Provi ionnl Governr.ient of I rael b c to reco.11 thc.t tho Je\11sh poopl accepted t ttlem nt lnid dow in the Genernl embly' olutioh 
so.crifice on it !)nrt , and the t rritoq 

ed to th Jevi h St ~o 
an ir. ucibl ini.J:lum. It i indeed th con-viction o! t Pro i io 

Go mo nt of I r l that th t rr1 toriol provi ion cti t J vi Ci,--., o-.r t inn o! 1 ro nt, in vi v both of t p ril r 
t and intet;rity of Ir l • o th r ult 

1 r 111 hi ion. In thi ction, ih Pro 0 
l d ire to point out t .\ th 

Re lution w ba don nartition of t rn 

t rri ori 1 ettleaent 1 d dOffll in 

Pal tin b t n th J \11 p opl t b population of Pal atin. Inclu.-
ion of th A b portion of Pal tin in the t rri toey of on of th n 1 bori 

b tat 
d fun4amentalq cJvmg th context of the boundary probl !' 

"J• Th Pron ional. Oo rnment o Ia 1 cannot 
upon or 1 it"tion ot th f 

ent St t. 11h11 it 1 the 
i t7 of th p opl of I rael in 1 t1 lndepend-
and 1>olic7 of I 1 to tnbl1 h lations of peoc t7 th h r • on th 
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in ell tields, interntl.tional. arrengenenta tlhich mq be necessary to give effect 

to this policy cannot be imposed upon Israel, but can onq be entered into as 

a result o:: ell agreement negotiated bet,1een the interested parties as free and 

sovereign Ste.tea. 

114. The Provisional Government of Isrnel would be ready to a.cc8!)t the pro

visions concerning ~onomic Union as formulated in the Assembly's Resolution if 

all their basic premises vere to naterinlize. This is not, ho,·rever, the eventu

ali ty envisaged in your s~stions. The partner Stcte'. ,-,hom ·i;he Isrc.elis are 

invited to join in a Union is both in its :political identity Nld. in its geo-
' ' graphical dimensions wolly different from the Arab Stnte ~rovided for in the 

Resolution. Jewish consent to ~conomic Union. in the conte~ of the P.esolution 

co.nnot therefore be bindine in the ne,1 si tue.tion. It must no\/ be leti to the 

free end unfettered discretion of the Governr.ient of Iarc.el in the exeieise of 

its sovereign rights to detemine \-root arro.n&ecents should govern Isro.el' a relo,.. 

tions ,rl. th her neighbor or neioibors in th field of economic cooperation. 

•5. The Provisional. Government of Iara.el must be pr.rticularly ecpho.tic 

in it opposition to czq infringe~ent of lore. 1 1 inu8!)en ence end sov reig:nt7 

rd.a her iilMittro.tion policy. Compl te and lln(!UO.lified freedom to determine 

t e iz on con os!tion of Jevia imai ation uo.a the ver.r ea ence of the J8\11sh 

cl ~n to tat hood. cot;nition oft 

of t· t clc.im in conn ction \Tit 1 t G 

,,ral volidity and the p~tical ur ency 

of 1 igration ~ a.t the root llf its 

Oovorm:i t ccepti 

bo froa Ir l' 

16. Tb Pro 

CO .. C 

1 

C 

.. 

no que ~i~n of I 11 

joint :>,.. r.to:."Jla.tional 

to Arab • 

on :po:'..icy-. 

.rd u 

mi~ t fo 

Tt of a p acefu.1 ot le~ nt b one 1 d oJ11¥ in ut t r di re rd of 

hi ato17 :md of tl tundatl ntol f t.e .; ' ·he probl , \di1ch o.re • 

a) the aa ociation of J 1 th t Hoq Cit7; 

unique place occupi b7 ,1 ru ale in Je\11111 hi to17 and preaent
Jmah 111'; 

t titutelo. tvo-thi orit7: 1n t 
e :b -~..,,_ aion and th! proportion 
ince t t of b ftCUO.tion: 
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•d) the whole of
0

Jerusalem ,11th only a fev minor exceptions is no in Jevish hands; 

"e) ond not least the :f'act thc.t after o.n exhn.ustive study of the problem o.nd as a result of the oven-dlelm.nc concensus of Christian opinion in its midst, the General Assembly resolved tbnt Jerusalem be placed under an international regime. 
1
Th Proviaional Govenment of Israel mst make 1 t clear the.t the Jewish 

people in the State of Israel and the Jewa of Jerusnlem \1111 never acquiesce in 
th imposition of Aro.b doaino.tlon over Jerul;K~-vw1 no matter \:lhc.t fon:ml munici
pc.l o.utonOJV o.nd ·.1lct ric;ht of access to oly Place the Jeva of Je1"U8tll. m 
aight be c.lloved to enjoy. They '1111 r 1st~ such impo ition trlth oll the 
force nt their cor.mand. The Provi ional Gonrnnent of I l 
to s:q- that 7our G to.rt ling ...... ,.-.- tion ncJru 1 ,by 
Amb hop e d roundinc: Je,·ri h f line , 1 lik 17 to hi 

in mind. oubto~ 

l Gov nm nt of I l doe not f nd 1 t n c 
t thi t to o, et ~ on t 

it hopes th4t ..,_..._ ... .... _ 

th c for 

i 

tion 

tl1n db)" u 

.• 
1 0 

ring 

ot 



Terms ot Reterenoe 

I. To take evidence on and make atudy of all quea

tlona relating to Palestine, and repor~ ita recoJIJll8ndat1ona 

thereon to the Generai AaaemblyJ and without limitation ot 

the toregoi~, a~oifically 

II. (a) To receive from the ndatory an account 

ot the ad■1n1atrat1on of the League o~ 

.Mationa te tor Paleatin ; 

(b) To •k• atudy am take evidence, including 

1 '*'"' C •••t tr z • .. evidence on behalf ot 

the Jewish people and the u11ting non-

(1) 

(2) 

Jewiah oo-1n1t1•• 1n Paleat1u, _._ .... 

and to report o t e General &aaelllblJ 1t1 

oonolu11ona and rec endat1on re arding 

The aa1a adaini tration of tbe ndate; 

The econoalc and ■ooial oond1 t1ona and 

otentialltl•• ot Paleatl • , 
(3) The proble ot tho•• Jew who ha•• been 

t 1ot1 • ot per1eoutlon, lncludi 

di pUoed • and non-aettl d r•tua•••• 
in r la ion to tbl Peleat 

(4) he future OY r n ot Pal• ■tine; 

( ) I 41 • a t1on with re1'ereno• to tbl 

of the 



1ud.grat1on or displaced Jew■ , pending the 

consideration and final decision by the 

General &aaem.bly on the re ocwwndationa 
' 

proTided tor in paragraph II (b) (') abo••• 

111. The COIPD:tttee ot Inquiry ■hall proceed to 

Paleetine and to auoh other oountriea •• it my determine and 

1a authorized to conduct he rings and take evidence 1n any 

place. 




