*x

AMERICAN JEWISH
ARCHIVES
R

Abba Hillel Silver Collection Digitization Project

Featuring collections from the Western Reserve Historical Society and
The Jacob Rader Marcus Center of the American Jewish Archives

MS-4787: Abba Hillel Silver Papers, 1902-1989.
Series |: General Correspondence, 1914-1969, undated.
Sub-series A: Alphabetical, 1914-1965, undated.

Reel Box Folder
37 13 906

Jewish Agency, United Nations special bulletins, 1947.

Western Reserve Historical Society American Jewish Archives
10825 East Boulevard, Cleveland, Ohio 44106 3101 Clifton Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220
(216) 721-5722 (513) 487-3000

wrhs.org AmericanJewishArchives.org



PALCOR NEWS AGENCY
QABLES :JOE wU N\:g : K 53? UNA: R:

All ltems Must Be Credited to PALCOR NEWS AGENCY

L ]

YOLUME X1V .. NUMBER 180 Sep tenmber 29, 1947

JEWS AN IMPLEMENT UN DECISION ALONE IF NECESSARY,
SAYS BEN GURION

Jerusalen, Septenber 29 (Palcor)—— David ben Gurion, Chairnan of the Jewish
Apency Executive, welconed the announced British decision to withdraw from
Palestine and declared that the Jewish people are ready and willing to implement,
alone if necessary, a solution of the Palestine problen based on the establish-
ment of a sovereizn Jewish State, Commentins on Colonial Secretary Arthur Greech-
Jones' statement before the UN last Friday, Mr. Ben Gurion said that any solution
not based on the irmediate establishment of an independent Jewish State will not
be acceptable to the Jewish People,

Following is Mr, Ben CGurion's statement?

¥If the British Covernment really intends to nive effect to their declared
decision to withdraw their troops and ndninistration fron Palestine, than we
welcone this decision, It would be, no doubt, an iuprovenent upon the present
position where manpower under tre Lobor foveroraut, euforces an arbitrary policy
of oppression of our people in violatio:. of oll its international obligations
under the Mandate, contrary to the pled-ecs o tho British Labor Party and in
defiance of the decisions of all interrntioral authorities which dealt with the
problem, such as the Mandates Cormission, the Anslo Anorican Inquiry Committee
and UNSCOP, all of whom unresorvedly condeuned the White I'sper, It is this
policy which is largely responsible for the di fficultics of achieving an under-
standing betweeen Jews and Arabs,

"It is now clearer than ever that there can be no settlonent nor can
Palestine become really independent unlessa Jowish State is established. The
necessity for a Jowish State was publicly aclnowlodred by the nresent leaders
of the British Government during the elections of September, 1945, by the late
President Roosevelt, by Preosident Truman, by the USSR representative in the
United Nations Mr, Oronyko, and finally by UuSOQP.

"The Jowish people will not consider any solution which does not provide
for the imodiate establishment of a sover®isn Jevwish State, The Jewish people
will nake every possible effort to achieve a Jewis ~irab alliance, and the
policy of a Jowish State will aind pernanent Jewish-irad cooperation in the
Near Bast as well as throughout the world, for peace and rrosperity and progress
for both Senmitic peoples within the framework of the United Nations,

The British Governient has virtually declared th.t they will not implement
any decision of the United lNations wh ich does not conforn with their present
policy, There is no doubt that thre Jewish people, espeeianlly Palestine Jewry,
will be both willin~ ond able thaenselvos t0 4rplonent the settlement on the
above lines and I trust that all 1atiors of pondetrill will support them in
carrying out this",

Oontd, Paz
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JEWISE AGENCY WARNS ARAB VIOLENCE IN EVENT OF UN
DECISION WILL BE MET BY "FIEREE, SUSTAINED & JUSTIFIED RESISTANCE"

New York, September 29 (Palcor)~ The Jewish Agency here today berated the Arab
States! threats of violence in Palestine in the event of a United Nations de-
cision unfavorable to them but warned that "those who threaten violence should
understand that they not only challenge the rioral conscience of mankind but
are also bound to incur the firece, sustained and justified resistance of these
whom they attack", The Jewish Agency also pointed out that this "is the first
occasion since the establishment of the United Fations that a group of member
states threatens to use force ggainst the prospective recommendation of the
Agsembly", Followdng is the full text of the Jewish Agency's statement’

The Jewish Agency for Palestine is constrained to comment on recent state-
ments of the Palestine Arpb Bigher Bxecutive and the political committee of the
Arab League, in which they threaten to resort to force if the United Nations
settle the Palestine problen in a manner unfavorable to the Arabs, A member of
the Arab Higher Comnittee informed the press on September 27th that "the time
had come whon the Arabs should resort to force to defend their cause", He
further declared that the Aradb League hgd approved a resolution promising arms,
men and money and that the state members of the Arcb League Council meeting next
week would be asked "to give us amms and money and raise men in their countries
to come and fight",

Arab attempts to affeect the United Nations decision by the threat of violence
and bloodshed have beon persistent over since the United Nations was confronted
with the Palestine problem last April, With the publication of the UNSCOP report
and the convening of the present assenbly these threats have become more blatant,
It is the first occasion since the establishnient of the United Nations that a
group of menmber states threatens to use force against the prospective reconnendas
tion of the Assenbly,

These atbempts to influence the deliberation and judgenent of an International
Tribunal by violent threats are wholly inconsistent with the letter and spirt of
the United Nations Charter to whoge observance the Arab States pay lip serwice,

Whatever the reality of these threats and the readiness and ability doubtful
in %he extreme of the Arpbs to irplenent then the Jewish Agency is confident
that the United Nations will find noans of rectraiidng its nenmbers from embarking
or assisting others to enbark on courses re u-nan’ to the purposes and principles
of the charten #hould international authority be defied and the Palestine Arabs
be encouraged by Arab States to comnit unvrovoked nggression apainst the Jewish
National Home, the Jewish population of Palestine will not stand inert and
helpless, They will defend their riphts and existence with the utnost courege
and ten,city of which thoy have repeatedly shown themsclves capable in the past,
In that event they will count on the syrpathy and assistance of all peace loving
peoples assenbled in the United Nations for the »nar ose of "suppressing acts of
aggression and other breaches of the peace®, Trose who threaten violence should
understand that they not only ehallenge the noral conseience of mankind but are
also bound to incur the fieree sustained and Justifiod resistance of those whonm
they attack,
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MARSHALL REPORTED DISCUSSING PALESTIIIE WITE TRUMAN

New York, September 29 (Palcor)~- Secretary of State Marshall reportedly took
up the question of Palestine with President Truman this morning at a neeting
in Washington orisinally intended to deal solely with the need for a special
session of Congress to speed up the Marshall Plan, Radio conmentator Drew
Pearson reported fron Washington last night that Marshall, after his luncheon
neeting with the Arab delegations last week, began high-pressuring President
Truman to reverse his pro=Zionist policy and withhold American support fron
the UNSCOP nmajority repoxrt,

Anerican gpokesnen at the UN meanvwhile, insist that there will not be an
early announcenent of U, S, policy on Palestine, Thonas Hamilton, of the New
York Times, repor ted that they stressed to him that America is faced with doing
justice to the Jews and with the problem of Arerican interests in the Middle East,

23 CERISTIAYN LEADERS URGE FULL U, S, SUPPORT FOR UNSCOr MAJORITY
PROPOSALS

New York, Scptomber 29 (Palcor)e— Twenty-three nroninent Christian religious
leaders last week, called upon Scerotary of State linrshall "to give the full
support of our CGovernment to the 1ajority rorort of the United Nations Special
Comnittee on Palestine M Signatories of a joiut telerran to the Secretary of
State weres .

Dr, Henry A, Atkinson, head of tl.c Churech Peace Uniong Dr, Ferdinand Q,
Blanchard, Pastor, Buclid Ave, Conpro~ational Churchj Reverend John W, Bradbury,
ceditor the Watclhnan-Exaniner; Revorend artmr J, Brown, Secrotary Eseritus,
Board of Foreign Missions; Dr, Enory Bucke, e’itnr Zions Ferald; Dr, Hugh
Chamberlain Burr, General Secrotary, Rochester Council of Churches; Dr, Olark
Walker Ourmings, Exccutive Secretary, Metropolita: Church Federation of St, Louisg
Dean Rainondo De Ovies, of the Cathedral of St, I'lillip, Atlanta, Gaj; Reverend
Samuel A, Eliot, Pastor Emeritus of Arlington Street Church of New York; The
Rt, Reverend Charles W, Gilbert, Bishop of tte Episcopal Diocese, New York;

Dr, Foward M, Lesourd, Dean, School of I'ublic Relationsj Boston University;
Dean Sidney Lovett, of Yale University; I'rofessor Ealford Iuccock, of Yale
Divinity School; Bishop Francis J, McConnell, interin Bishop, Orogon Conferences
Revorend Dr, Reinhold Niebuhr, of the Union Theological Seninary; Reverend
Roger T, Nooe, Vine Street Christian Chureh of Nashvillej Reverend Daniel A,
Poling, editor of the Christian Ferald; Dr, Edwin Melledll Poteat, Colgabe
Rochester Divinity School; Dr, fGuy Euory Shipler, Editor of the Churchmanj
Reverend Ralph W, Socknan, Minister, Ohrist Church of dew York, Dean Claude
Sprouse, Orace and Joly Trinity Cathedral, Kansas City; Dr, Carl Heruann Voss,
Extension Secretary, Church Ieance Union,

The full text of tho tolegran follows:

"We the undersirncd, respietimlly urse you, lir, Seeretary, and the other
members of the Unitod States delesati n to the fMeiernl Ageembly of the United
Nations, to give the full support of wur Govor.s-cat to the majority report of the
United Natjons Special Conmittec on P cti e, T'is repat represents an equitable
compronise solution of a problm which is n 'witer of deep concern to the American
people, In view of our Governnont's nast pronouice.ents and pledges, may we
not hope that the United States delesation will now take the lead in bringing
about the acceptance and implementation of the najority recomnendations? We
believe this is a Christian respongibility”,

LA
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EAIFA POLICE HQe BLOWN UP.?7 POLICE KILLED, 47 IIWURED

Baifa, September 29 (Palcor)--~Seven policemen, three of them British and four
believed to be Arabs, were killed, and 47 policenen and civilians were wounded
following the explosion of a barrel full of high explosives which partially
wrecked the Faifa District Police Headquarters shortly after 6300 o'clock this
morning, Four persons, sugpected of being involved in the blast are being held,

Of the seven policenen killed, three have been identified as British and two
definitelyas A.rabs, The other two were so badly mutilated that immediate iden~
tification was impossible, Three British policenen were seriously wounded and
are now in a critical condition in the Government Fospital here, Twenty-seven
other policenen were less sgeriously injured and seventeen Arab civilians were

slightly injured,

The blasting occurred after a cormercial vehicle drew up near the police
headquarters on the Kingsway, chief husiness thoroughfare in the Faifa port area,
An immrovised ramp was thrown over the securit;” 'mll surrcunding the building and
a large barrel of the type used for tur, was rnllad over it, and landed against
the wall of the police building, The vehicle drove avay and scveral ninutes
later the barrel exploded causing considerable danape to the front of the building
which included police barracks, The vehicle was later found abandoned in I'aifa
with a hand grenade on one of the seats, Two Jews were rggutedly secen running
away from it, The four persons who were detained were picked up by police in
the I'adar I'mOammel section,

1 JEWISI! REFUGEE KILLED, 8 WOUNDED BY BRIV1S" 1 STHUGGLE ABOARD 1MMIGRANT SIIP
EXODUS : EFUGEES ANGRILY REFUSE OFFER T0 60 TO ¥RAICE,

Faifa, Septenber 29 (Palcor)=-One Jewish refugee wne shot dead, two others received
bullet wounds and seven were injured in a 75 minute clash with a British Naval
party which boarded the Jewish refupee ship Af-Al-Feeken (Despite) off the Paleow.
tine coast early last Saturday morning, The ship, carrying 316 men, 113 women,
and 8 children, was towed to Haifa harbor where the refugeces, with the exception
of 8 wounded, were transhipped aboard the Eupire Confort and Enpire Rest t:%mnl'.

At the same tine angry denonstrations were rerorted fron Ioppendorf and
Anstau camps, near Luobeck, Gernmany, whero the 4400 Exodus 1947 refugees flatly
refused the British offer to trangpord then $o France and declared their only
goal is Palestine, Maurice Perlman, I'M & Palcor correspondent, and Robert Cary,
of the Mutual Broadcasting System, were banned, without explanation from entering
either of the camps, The Exodus refugees thanked the French Government for its
offer of hospitality, but explained th~t they were deternined to po to Palestine
at all costs, Vhen the camp loudspenkers coutinued to repecat the offer, they
were stoned by some of the refuroos nnd later a resistration tont, set up to
facilitate thelr departure for Fronco, was tossed ovor the barbed wire,

The dead refugee aboard tho latost uulersround immipsration ship was identi-~
fied as Noah Goldfarb, 30, a moubor ot Fachoror Hatzair, Fe was buried in Faifa
Sunday afternoon while the entire Jewish corrunity observed an hour~long work
stoppage, According to an official “ovomnont amnouncement, foldfarb was killed
by 3b British sailor who had been surrounded by a purty of Jews drandishing
crowbars,

Oeh e a7 ans
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WEAT JAS SAID IN SECRET TZSTiMONY BEFORE UNSCOP 1IN PALZSTINE

Flushine Meadows, N.Y., September 26, (Palcor)=-Brother Siminn Bonaventura, repre=-
senting Father Custos, of the Foly IJand, wrn is Papal emissary in charge of Roman
Catholic interests in holy places, told the UN Srccinl Commission on Palestine

in private session in Jerusalem last July, trat in the cvent Palestine is
nartitioned and comes under the rule of a no:=Oyristinu power, a special commission
should be appointed to supervise thc holy plncies, The srokesman for the Holy Sce
raised no objections to partition as a solution tn the Pnlestine problem, Palcor
l-arned this today from secret documents obtained here,

Dr, Lisicky, of Czechoslovakia, revealed in these documents, thnt USCOP
was aporoached in Pclestine by Ar-bs who indicated thnt they held views opposite
to those of the Palestine Arnb Higher Comnit tee,

in cloged testimony before the Commission, Chi:f Secretary Sir Henry Gurney
Justified the Movernment's failure to take countermeasures against the Arab
boycott of Jews by observing that the boycott did not violate the letter of agree=
ments between Palestine, Syria, Lebanon and Zzypt, but only their spirit, These
agre:ments, he argued, are not trade agrecments bub merely arrange custom matters,
and there is no agrecment with Transjordan, ln any ovent, said Gurney, "re-
taliation against Syria, Lebanon and Eaypt would preciritate a conflict which would
make penceful settloment of tris (Pnlestine) vproblem more difficult,”

The documents also revealed for the firt time the following highlirshts of
the testimony ziven by reorcsentatives of tho A b Leapue states in closed session
in Beirut, Lebanon,

Repeatedly questioned about the desrading status of Jews in Yemen, that
kingdom's spokesnan, Ali Al Mouayed contonded that the Jo s of Yemen enjoy equal
rights with the Ar bs and werec even taxed lecs tiaa Moglons, Acked why Jews from
Yemen arenow living in nei~hboring #den, a British colony, liouayed said they were
on their way to Palestine dbut chane.d ¢ oir ninde, ¥o oxolained th~t many Moslems
are emigrating from Yenen too, just as fror any couwtry, Lebanese delegate Bunid
Franjie said the Palestine aArab Higher Co.iittie wng not pro-Nagi, Some of its
members did go to Gurmany beceuse they fought t'.e Yows, he said, but they only
unwittingly became involved in the conflict apgn’'nst Britain,

Agked why Transjordan was not present at the ses don, tre Arabs told UNSCOP
that King Abdullah was waiting for the Qonwissio: to cone to him, but that he
suhgeribed to ever thing the:” hod said,

Agked reveatedly why the Arabs oppose a Jewish St-te in Palestine and whether

it was because they fear the Jews, the Arabs insistod that they were not afraid of
the Jews, but that it was a matter of prestige, Pale«tine being an Arnb country, After
more questions, however, the Seudi Ar-bian represontntive said that Jews in control
of the Neguv would nean a Jowish Arny of a million or two million wo 1d have a
bridgehead in the Aradb world, asced then how t)ey conld envisien an Arnb State in
Palestine with soveral hundred thousand Jows includins Fagnnah, the Arabs replied that
the Jows would "come around" when they realized they had lost out witkr the UN.

)
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SPECIAL UN BULLETIN

JAMAT, IUSSEINI SAYS ARABS WILL FIGRT "TO LAST DROP OF BLOOD"
AGAINST UN DECISION TEAT DOES NOT GIVE THEM ALL OF PALESTINE

Lake Success, Septerber 29th (Palcor)~Jamal Pusseini, Vice Chairman of the

Arab Figher Committee told the UN Ad Foc Committee on the Palestinian Question
that the Arabs of Palestine will fight "with the last drop of our blood" in

the lawful defense of "all and every inch" of Palestine and will not be deterred’
'by the fact if they so desire, big powers could crush by brute force such a
posdtion”, The UNSCOP majority and ninority repo¥ts, he said, "are based on
considerations that are in our opinion, incongistent and repugnant to our rights,
the UN Charter, and the Covenant of the League of Nations",

Jamal Musseini called on the UN to take steps to establish an Arab State
in the vhole of Palestine and said that one of the first steps should be the
election of a Constituent Assembly, and "all zenuine and law abiding Nationals

of Palestine are entitled to participate in the elections for the Constituent
Asgenbly",

On the natter of Jewish immipgration into Palestine, he said that the land
is small and whatever space is available must be reserved for the natural in-
crease in Palestine ponulation,

Jamal said that the Jews can still accept Upanda offered to them by the
British 40 years ago" and Soviet Russia's Biro Bidjan", Re accused the British
of beins in leapue with the Zionists and only disaprcenent being over the tempo
with which the Jewish State should be established and not over the goal, Fe
accused the British of discriminating against the Arabs in favor of the Jews
in the dispensation of Palestine and allesed that the customs policy and import
regulations favored the Jews, I'e alleged that the Arabs in Palestine were forced
to conforn to this policy, I'e said illiteracy in Palestine failed to decrease ab
the rate at which illiteracy is decreasing in neighboring Arad Countries,

(Biro Bidjan does not admit forei-n Jews, Statisties show that there is
considerably less illiteracy anon~ Palostine's Arabs than anong the Arabs of
lrag, for example),

Jamal repeated the stock arpunent of the Arad I"isher Connittee that the
Jews were invaders in Palestine, Te also roj.onted the distorted statements on
the geneology of the Jews of Burope first put forward by Benjanin Friedman in
his pro-Arab ad in the American press and subsequontly roiterated on the floor
of the General Agsembly at its special session on I'alestine last Spring,
"Ristory as affirmed in the Jewish Eucyelopodia", he contended, "establishes
that Western Jews, known as Ashicenagies, are the descendants of the Khazars, who

were converted to Judaism, The main descendants of Israel are the SephaYadinbee
most of whom have denounced Zionism", |

He also lent a new twist to the shylock 1ibel, The Balfour declaration,
he said shows "old Shylock's bond reproduced by Areat Britain on the political
stage’ 1f the shylock could not carry out his pound of flesh from the body of
a debtor without spilling his dlood, so Grent Britain cannot fulfull her promise
to the Jews without destroying Aradb rights",

Contd, on Page 2
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ARAB TIIGIER COMMITTEE WILL NOT COOPERATE 1IN UN DISCUSSION OF UNSCOP

Jamal Fusseini told the Ad Foc Committee that the Palestine Arab Figher
Committee refuses to cooperate with it in the discussion of any but item three
on its agenda, Item three is a proposal for the irmediate establishment of an
independent Arab State in Palestine., This means a virtual boycott of the UN'sg
Ad Poc Committee in discussion of the UNSCOP report or any proposals that do not
call for an Arab State,

Jamal also told the UN that its anthority Jdid not extend beyond approving
the principle of a sovereign, independent Palestine, As to the means of estab-
lishing a Palestine State and,its future constitutional character, the UN has no
authority to impose any proposal, Should the Ull seelz to impose a constitution
and devise a form of CGovernment for Palestine, cuch action would be regarded as
interference in the internal affairs of a sovereirn Palestine State and violation
of its sovereignty, Jamal said,

Moshe Shertok, Chief of the Jewish Agency's Political Department, Berl Locker,
Fayin Oreenberg and Eliahu Epstein, of the Jewish A-oncy, were invited to take
seats at the Ad I'oc Committee table when Jnual spoke,

The Ad Toc Comnittee adjourned this afternoon until Wednesday when a Jewish
Agency spokesman will present the Jewish viewpoint,

UNSCOP Report Refutes Jamal Says Jewish Apency

A spokesn n for the Jewish A-ency comented as follows on Jamal Husseinils
statement:

"There is nothinz new in his argunients, nothine true in faect, The supporting
matter is a tissue of outworn arpguments, a distortion of history and economics,
The most recent and effective refutation of Jainl Tusseini are to be found in the
report of UNSCOP",

SILVERMAN SAYS "BEVIK STAKED IS HREPUTATIOL AND IOST"

Lake Success, Septeriber 29 (Palcor)——Si'uey Silverman, British laborite MP at a
press conference here called by the World Jowish Consress said, "Bevin staked his
reputation on a solution of the Palestiic nro“len an! loet", Mr, Silverman said
that he is certain that Mr, Arthur Creech~Jones'! statonent that Britain will
mgke - an early withdrawal from DPalestine refcstel British policy. In reply to
questions he said that "the Jews will not accuse 3ritain that it has left them
dofenscless", if Britain withdraws, and to 1e the defacto Jewish State can hold its
own if there is no outside interference", 1Ie felt, however, that evacuation with-
out providing for an interin regime would nean that Britain "has abdicated" but it
would not worry the Jows,
%

lio said that Britain had no right to indicate what policy she would not im-

plement without proposing a positive policy for Pnlestine,

Mr, Silvernan urged the UN Puman Rights Comission to define and irplement
;henp;rog;ction of human rights, and urge the adoption of the Oenocide Convention
y e .
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SPECIAL UN BULLETIN
USSR SAYS PARTITION MJST BE APPROVED AT THIS SESSION

Find Minority Report Impractical
Johnson Gratified by USSR Statement

Grossman Tells Palcor U,S, and USSR Position Mean
End of Bevin Regime in Palestine

Lake Success, N.Y., October 13 (Palcor) - Palestine issue seems to have become
today the first issue before the current UN Gemeral Assembly on which the big
powors = the U,S,A, and U,S,S,R., are 4in agreement, Speaking for the Soviet
delegation at today's session of the Ad Hoc Committee, Mr, Senen K, Tsrapkin
declared that the USSR is for partition of Palostine into two independent
states, one Arab and one Jewish and that ¥if, at this session, the General
Assembly will decide on the guestion of the creation of an Arab and a Jowish
state, this will be a great step forward in the solution of the whole
Palestine question,®

Choosing between one of the two alternatives that the Soviet UN delegate,
Andrei Gromyko proposed to the Special Oeneral Assembly session last spring,
the Soviet spokesman infoymed the Ad Hoc Committee today, that his government
backed partition because "under the present circumstances, vhen the relations
between Arabs and Jews, already worsened before, have reached such a degree of
tension that a conciliation of their points of view on the guestion how the
Palestine problem should be solved has become impossible, the proposal of the
migority cannot apparently be put into practice,®

Whereas the U,S, statement last Saturday stressed Britain's responsibility
for Palestine, and was not clear as to who should be the interim administrator,
the Soviet delegate declared that his government "considers that simultaneously
vith the temmination of the mandate, it is necessary to make a decision on the
authority which will govern the transition period and be responsible to the
organization of the United Nationa.' FHe said that Buesia thinks that certain
questions "such as the question of the frontier line between the two states
or of the measures during the transition period after the termination of the
British Palestine mandate, as well as the status of the City of Jorusalame,.
called for further and thorough consideration,”

Reiterating almost verbatim Oromyko's statement last spring about the tragedy
of the Jews and the need for a sovereign Jewish territory, he said: "The
question of the creation of a Jewish State is a wholly mature and urgeat
problem,,,V¥e can help in this the Jewish people, acting in accordance with the
principles of the United Nations organization, which provides the insurance
of the right of every people to self-determination and independence,"”

Ambagsador Herschel Johneon told the press immediately following the USSR
stet ement that the U,S, was gratified by the Russian’s similarity of views
with the American's with regard to the Palestine question,

The dapper, bearded representative of Pakistan spoke to an inattentive
audience when he followed the USSR delegate, Pakistan's attack on the majority

conti{med on p, 8
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proposal and his criticism of the U,S,A, was delivered to a hall in which the
press benches were nearly empty, vhereas the press section was full, with
standees in the approaches to the hall and press admissjon tickets at a
premium when the Soviet delegate delivered his statement,

Good Chance for Jewish Independence, Orossman Says

Richard E, S, Crossman, leader of the rebel wing of the British
Parliamentary Laborites, told Palcor, immediately following the USSR's
statement, that "the American and Bussian statements create for the first time
conditiong under which the creation of the Jewish State becomes seriously
practicable, Whatever the motives of America and Russia, the fact remains that
both recognize the Jjustice of the Jewish claim and the urgent need of winding
up British rule, Since each is determined to prevent the other from replacing
the British, there is a real chance of Jewish independence in the political
vacuum created by their mutual suspicion,

"Where as the American proposal for the transitory period presupposes
the continuance of British rule and the formation of a volunteer police force,
the Russians are more realistic, They see the need for immediately putting
Palestine under the UN, The Russjans take Mr, Bevin at his word on evacuation,
The obvious policy now is for British troops to be concentrated in the south
pending evacuation, for Jows and Arabs to assume responsibility for policing
their respective territory under supervision of the UN Commission replacing the
Palestine administration, and enforcing its authority through an international
police force provided by the small countries, which demenostrated in UNSOOP
their statesmanship as contrasted with the great powers, If a British withdrawal
really means that no other great power puts his finger in the Palestine pie,
there is for the first time a chance that Jews and Arabs can work out a way
of 1iving together,”

JEWISH AGENCY WELCOMES RUSSIAN STATEMENT

Lake Success, N.Y,, October 13 (Palcor) - The Jewish Agency this afternoon
issued the following statement:

"We woelcome the statement of the delegate of the Soviet Union, It is a
logical and congistent development of the USSR declaration of last May,
following upon the intervening report of UNSCOP,

"We arc heartemed by the acceptance of the urgent necessity for establishment

of a Jowish State in Palestine, as woll as by the prospect of an agreemont among
the major powers on Palestine which will go far to ensure a constructive
solution of the problem of maintaining peace in that area of the world,"

The Egyptian delegate spoke this aftornoon, warning of dire consequence

of following a partition policy anywhere in the world, The Afghanistan
delegate announced that he would absty, in from voting on the UNSCOP majority plan,
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VOIUME XIV « NUMBER 191 October 13, 1947
BRITISE START WAR OF NERVES AGAINST UNSOQP MAJORITY PROPOSALS

Rumor Factory Seeks To Discredit U,S, Pogition By
Implying U,S, Won't Back It Up With Force

Report Arad, British Intransigence Prompted America's
Strong Stand

Leke Success, N.Y,, Octoder 13 (Palcor) - The British have begun a war of nerves,
in the UN chambers here and through the press, designed to diecredit America's
strongl y=stated position in favor of the UN majority proposals and to die-
suade other nations from voting for 4t, The firet British move along these
1lines was the planting of a story, which the New York Times picked up today,

all that Senator Arthmr K, Vandenberg, of Michigan, chairman of the powerful
Senate Foreign Affairs Committee, and the Joint OChiefs of Staff, had warned
President Truman againet committing U,8, armed forces to help implement a UN
pu-:ttion. Jor one thing, the story said, Oongress wonldn't back such commit-
ments,

On the basis of these wvarnings, the Times says, President Truman is knowmn
to have cautioned the U.S, delegates at Lake Success against making any commit-
ments which would obligate our Government to send armed forces to Palestine, At

the eame time, the Times pointed out, the President might have found legal means
of diepa armed forces through Article 106 of the UN Oharter which states
that the Big Five mugt consult.on joint action necessary for maintaining inter-
national peace, Since the Charter was duly ratified by Congress, some members
of the President's staff believe this country would be obligated to consult and
Join’ with the other members of the Big Five should such action be required to
keep peace in Palestine,

Question of 041 Discussed

The military, while not discuseing the relative arguments for and against
UNSOOP, felt that 1t was not in the interests of the United States to antagonise
the Ared States holding vast 041 resources, On the other hand, other Truman
advisers argue that this is an exaggerated, if mot irrelevant consideration,

the Ared States are not likely to doyoott the dollar market over

ine, the Times says,
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U.S8., Warned Against Bowing To Arad Blackmail

The Arabs were approached last Monday by representatives of the State
Department, the Day says, but said that even the mild U,.8, etatement was
unacceptable to them and threatened war, The State Department called in
several diplomatic and public opinion experts whose conseneus it was that the
United States cannot yield to Arab threats without losing face and prestige in
the UN and placing the Arab States in a position to uee blackmail on any other
issues, as well as Palestine, The U,S, accepted this opinjon and on Wednesday
approached the British who insisted on the Morrison federalisation plan and
1limited immigration of Jewish children, The British apparently had Arad
concurrence on the latter, A hint of thies was dropped by Abdel Arslan, of Syria
last week, when he said the Arabs would mot object to the admission of 5000
Jewish children if that were all,

British Resolution Oalled Unacceptable

But Britain also demanded that the United States back her resolution of
last Friday calling on the UN to act through the International Refugee
Organization for the admission of Jewish IP's into many lands, thus relieving
- the pressure -on Palestine, The U,S, delegates felt that this was unacceptable
at home as well as abroad, The Day says. It would give the impression that the
U.S, does not keep faith, and, in the words of one delegate, "It would be a
cruel joke on the Jews because we know the ineffectiveness of such resolutions®.

Most Delegates Pleased with U,S, Stand

Reaction to the U,S, volicy, as finally emunciated by Ambassador Herschel
Johnson Saturday, wae, in general, favorable, Several delegations, it is
understood, have urged the United Statee to put into a resolution, Mr, Johnson's
suggestion that a subecommittee be formed to work out detajls for recommendation
to the General Assembly, The predominant opinion was that the United States
had not commjtted itself into gending any troops to Palestine, The gpecial
constabulary proposed by Mr, Johnson, it waes said, is for internal peace and
security and, therefore, is under the Jjuriediction of the General Assembly,
vhereas the Security Council is responsible only for majntajning international
peace and security, Many delegates said they did not understand this United
States proposal, Others questioned lir, Johnson's point about "free access® of
all inhabitants of Palestine to seaports and natural resources, wondering
vhether the American idea wouldn't promote trouble through Jews and Arabe
contesting for identical rights in ideatical places,

Arabs! Joint Statement in Sharp Contrast With El Khoury Rarangue

The first and most outspoken reaction to the U,S, statement came, as was
to be expected, from the Aradb States, There was sharp contrast, however,
between the tonme of individual delegates and the statement, issued Jointly by
all six Arad delegations, This was surprisingly mild, and sounded like an
appeal to the U,S, to reverce her declared position, "The Arad delegations .
sincerely hope that the U,S, will not ewbark on a course of action not based
on wisdom and justice”, the joint statement read, and went on to urge the U.5,
to "convince Zioniets they cannot have their + Lebanon's delegate,Charles
Malik, said he believed the U,5, will reverse its stand "taken in a spirit of
compassion for the Jews and ignorance of the situation®,

continued on p, 3
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Both of these statements were in sharp coantrgst to the diatribe launched
by Mr, Faris el Ehoury, of Syria, who followed Herschel Johnson on the
platform faturday, Il Khoury alleged that U,S, Policy was dictated by the
imminence of a national election and was the result of pressure from "New York
Jewish capitalists®, He repeated threats of Arab violence and repeated a
lengthy re=hash of the Arab version of Jewish history now so familjar in the
gN chambers, namely, the allegation that Buropean Jews are descendants of the
hazars,

U,8, Zionists Welcome Statement But Warn Against Whittling Down
Jewish State

Zionist reaction to the U,S, stend was summed up 4n a statement by the
American Zionist Emergency Council, expressing hope that 4t will hasten an
early and jJust solution, At the same time, the Emergency Council warned against
any modifications which would further whittle down the area of the designated
Jewish State so as to render i1t "utterly unviable”, "Acceptance of the
recommendations of the majority report represents an enormous sacrifice on
the part of the Jewish people, It cannot and mist not be asked to sacrifice
further", the statement said,

N.Y, Press Sees Hope For Agreement Among Big Powers

Press reaction to the U,S, stand was also favorable, The New York Herald
Tridbune, however, believes that much will depend on the attitude of Buseia and
Britain, "While the British are stromgly opposed to the suggested partition,
they have not been able to produce any other workable plam, The Tribune says,
"Rugseia is less directly interested {n the problem and there are no considerw
ations affecting its own security which might move it to oppose the American

proposal

The New York T{mes says, "Any plan for Palestine must be a compromise,
But we believe that all Americans, of whatever faith and of whatever previous
opinion, can support the principles of,., (Eerschel Johnson's) statement®,

Palestine Debate Will Last Another Ten Days

The Palestine debate in the Ad FKoc Committee here will last at least
another 10 days with 22 states scheduled to take the floor, Renewed filie
bustering by the Arabs is expected, further delaying action on a solution,
The following states will be heard: Urugnay, Denmark, Ouatemala, Cgecho-
slovakia, Colombia, United Kingdom, Yugoslavia, Haitd, Pakistan, Costa Rica,
Syria, Lebanon, Egypt, New Zealand, Norway, Venezuela, Peru, Afghanistan,
Saudi Arabia, Cuba, South Africa, Canada and Yemen,

McHARNEY SAYS INACTION ON UNSOOP REPORT 1S PUNTHINKABLE"

See "New Deal" Nor Jewish People
Washington, D,C,, October 13 (Palcor).~ General Joseph T, MclNarney, former
U,.8, Military Commander in Burope and newly sppointed Ohief of the U.S, Alr
Materiel Command, told the National Conference of the United Palestine Appeal
here yesterday that the Jews have every right to be hopeful that the report of
the United Nations Special Commission on Palestine "means the beginning of a

continued on p, 4
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anew deal for the Jewish people", General McNarney said it was true that in the
United Nations "the will of the majority hac not always found expression in
action®, But, he asserted, "Surely where so many imnocent viectims of Nazi
greed are involved, inaction is unthinkable®,

NIt is almost unbelievable, but it is true, that more than two years
after the end of the war of liberation, mndreds of thousands of the victims
of the injustices that finally engulfed the world are still languishing in 8O-
called displaced persons centerg", General McNarney said, The solution of the
displaced persons problem "cannot be found by repatriation to former homeland,
A full solutjon to the problem can, in my opinjon, be found only through
resettlement, and this action must be taken in the near future”,

He sajd that while in Oermany he talked to thousands of Jews and found
that "home to them is Palestine®, He came to the conclusion, he said, "That
short of extemmination, a majority of the Jews in CGermany will legally or
illegally find their way to Palestine®, He warned that delays in the imple-
mentation of the Palestine solution will breed a feeling of frustration that
could become "a threat to law and order in the IP campe®,

Si1lver Launds U,S, Policy Stand
Decries Arab Threats

The UPA conference opened Saturday night with an address by Dr, Abba
Hillel Silver, Chairman of the American Section of the Jewish Agency Executive,
applauding America's forthright endorsement of the UNSCOP majority report, BEe
described Ambassador Herschel Johnson's speech . as "American statesmanship
at its best and noblest”,

Referring to Arab threats of military action against Palestine, Dr, Silver
sajd: "The manner in which the United Nations will react to this outrageous
panicwpropapand, of the Arab States will enhance or destroy the future effective-
ness of the United Nations as an instrumentality for the solution of international
problems and for the majntenance of the peace,-

"The Palestine question offers the prospect of one issue on which the great
powers can all agree, Ivery ome realizes and profoundly regrets the deteriora-
tion which has set in in the relationship between the great powers, There seems
to be no basic question on which they can agree,

"The position of the Unjted Natyons is being seriously shaken by this
continuing and lamentable discord, Here is one issue on which the big powers
agree, Their previous declarations seem to indicate a tentative acceptance of
the principle of partition as a solution of the Palestine prodlem,”

Morgenthau Sees Need For "Liberty loan" For Jewish State

Henry Morgenthau, Jr,, chaimman of the UPA, expressed gratification with
the Amerjcan statement and especially thanked President Truman, Secretary of
State Marshall, Mrs, Roosevelt and Oeneral Eilldring, Stressing the needs of
building up Palestine, now on the threshold of statehood, Mr, Morgenthau esaid
the majority report, if adopted, presents a mew challenge to world Jewry, The
Jewish Agency, he said, may have to launch, in the near future, a Jewish "libderty
Loan" from the Jewish people who cannot and will not default,

continuned on pe &
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! ‘Economut Robert Nathan, addressing another session of the conference,
said if the UNSOOP majority report is adopted, as he beljeves it will be, a
million Jewish immigrants can de absorbed 4n the area of the Jewish State
within the next ten years, This, he said, will require two and three quarters
billion dollars, The absorption of 150,000 immigrants in the next two years would
require about 400 million dollars, Palestine, he said, affords excellont
opportunities for investment, Substantial assistance in the form of grants
and loans must be expected from Governmental sources, he said, and expressed
confidence that American export and import banks and the World Bank will grant
loans for investments, :

American Jewish Committee Backs U,S, Palestine Stand

Chicago, October 13 (Palcor) = The non-Zionist American Jewish Committee
endorsed "in principle" the United States position in support of the partition
of Palestine, as expressed by Ambassador Herschel Johnson in New York Saturday,

A resolution expressing paramount concern for the safeguarding of the righte
of Jews to immjgrate to and purchase land in Palestine, was adopted after a review
of the Palestine situation, presented by former Judge Joseph M. Proskauer,
president of the American Jewish Committee, Officers of the AJC were authorised
by the resolution "to continue thoir aid and assistance and full cooperation
to the Governmment of the United States and the varjous agencies of the United
Nations in an endeavor to arrive at a speedy effectuation of the basic plan
approved by the delegation of the United States."

BRITISE PRESS WARNS U,S, BRITAIN WON'T STAY IN PALESTINE FOR TRANSITION PEZRIOD

London, October 13 (Palcor) - The United States must rid herself of the idea
that Britain will etay in Palestine for another two years, the Daily Mail
declared today in an editorial commenting on America's endorsement of the UNSCOP
majority propoeals and expressing the general sentiment voiced by most leading
British papers,

The Sunday Times warned that if there still exists in any quarter, the
belief that Britain will remain in Palestine, it mugt be shaken by the Eigh
Commissioner's statement last week, and it s only regrettable that the
Colonial Secretary didn't set a definite date for British withdrawal, The
Daily teleograph says U,S, ddlegate Rerschel Johnson was wrong to assume that
Britain will stay in Palestine during the transitionm period, The Daily
Telegraph's political correspondent said the Cabinet is considering the situation
created by American endorsement of the UNSOOP majority plan and it is expected
that British troops will be taken out of Palestine early next year unless the
g::to: Hat jons agrees to contribute man-power and financial aid to govern

estine,

Eerschel Johnson's speech met with approval in the News Chronicle, which
sav "much common ground®with Britain's attitude on constitutional proposals,
and believes Britain will accept partition if the General Agsembly recommends
it. The paper, howevor, complajins that Johnson'speech was not clear enough
on the methods to enforce peace in Palestine and fears that a voluntary
international police force might attract "the scum of the earth" to Palestine,

The lanchester Ouardian heartily emdorses Johnson's view that "the chief
responsibility should remain with the Mendatory power during the transitional
period," “Despite natural hesitation, the Ouardian says, Mr, Johnson's speecch

continued on p, 6,
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was "wige, courageous, and revived faint hopes that the United Nations may be
able to find a solution,” The British Govermment so far has dome little %o
help‘ the Ouardian says, observing that Creech-Jones! reservation regarding
the Minherent justice® of a Palestine solution "was and is a polite threat

to veto a Ul docision, for the Oovernment must know that without British
cooperation any settlement is all but impossible, It surely wouldn't be too
mich to ask that we should keep our administration there during the transition-
period, provided we don't have to take sole responsibility for defemse and
order, If the UN doesn't reach a decision and Britain goes, the Jews will
immediately reply with guerrilla warfare, developing into a very serious
matter unless opposed by the British Government and the UN, It would be a
shameful thing 4f Britain alone opposed this plan, We aron't yet so poor and
weak to avoid respomsibility at any cost,”

U.S., POLISE CONSULATES BOMBED

Jerusalem, October 13 (Palcor) = The U.S, and Polish consulates here were
bombed yesterday in what is believed to have been a demonstamtion by an Arad
extremist gang, against the endorsement by the U,8. and Poland of the UNsCoP
majority proposals last week, Two Jewish employees of the U,S, Consular staff)
one of them, Ethel Delevi, formerly of Boston,were slightly injured,

The U,S., Consulate suffered several smashed windows and other minor damage,
but the Polish Consulate was more extensively damaged although none of its
personnel was injured, In addition, a Polish pension, on the outskirts of a
Jewish section of Jerusalem, was also bombed by Arabs, The latest bombings
followed by two weeks the bombing of the Swedish Consulate here, although
Sweden at that time hadn't yet endorsed the UNSCOP proposals,

U,S, Consul General Robart Macatee was meeting with Eigh Commissioner
Cunningham in Government House when the bombing occurred, Several hours before,
directly after U,S, delogate Herschol Johngon's specch before the UN endorsing
UNSCOP, a special guard of five British police was placed around the Consulate,
In addition, the building was guarded on three sides by barbed wire and
concrote anti-tank pillars which were formerly used in the Egyptian dosert
during tho battle against Rommel.

VAAD LEUMI WELOOMES U,.S, STAND ON UNSOQP

Jerusslem, October 13 (Palcor) - Vaad Leumi (Jewish National Council), in a
statoment here yesterday, predicted that America's endorsement of the UNSOQP
majority proposals will tip the scales in favor of a Jewish State, bub urged
the Yishuv to remain on the alert to the danger of disorders which are likely to
be provoked Yby secret conspirators who appear to be plotting to incite the
Arabs to carry out the threats which they have been hesping on the Jews,"

Vaad Leumi again reiterated ite offer of peace and cooperation to the Arabs,
but called on the Yishuv to regpond promptly, both physically and matcrially,
to the call for defense,






