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August 24, 1946
THE TRUMAN ADMINISTRATION'S RECORD ON PALESTINE

Exactly a year ago —=- on August 31, 1945 — President Truman first mede hie
request of Prime Minister Attlee that 100,000 homeless European Jews be admitted
into Palestine immediately. %Yhen the President!s request was mede public, the
Jews of America =~ an overwhelming majority of whom subscribe to the Zionist
program — as well as millicns of non-Jews who are deeply concerned about the
problem of Burope's homeless Jews and Palestine, hailed President Truman as the
first leader of the democratic nations to take concrete steps to save the remnants
of European Jewry,

Sveakers at Jewish rallies and Jewish newspapers pointed out that in all the
years of Jewish suffering since the advent of Hitler, the Democratic Administra-
tion merely offered its condolence and sympathy to the Jews, but did nothing
concrete to rescue theme It was pointed out further that, with the publication
of the Roosevelt-Ibn Saud correspondence, public opinion was confronted with
harsh reality$ it became clear that at the very moment when the Administration
was making pledges in support of the Zionist program, it was at the same tine
glving conflicting assurances to the Arsb states. Needless to say, the reaction
among the Jewish masses was one of shock and let-down.

Following these revelations and the well-established charges that the U. Se
State Department was pursuing a pro-British and pro-Arab policy on Palestine, it
is understandable that President Truman's letter to Prime Minister Attlee waos
greeted with great enthusiasms This action served to give the Jews and their
supporters renewed hope that the Administration was not going to forsalke them
after alls

It was well known that President Truman's letter to Mr. Attlee had been sent
after the President had read the harrowing details of Earl Harrison's report on
the conditions of the Jews in Europe's Displaced Persons' Campse The warnings of
Mr, Harrison and of other competont observers that only immodiate action to trans-
fer these harassed refugces to Palestine will avert a catastrophe, were regarded
as clear indications that the required steps would be taken without delay.

-

But months passed and nothing was done. The British Government and the U. S.
State Department employed one delaying device after another —- and the Jews
languished in the concentration camps of Zurope. People again wondered whether
they were not being given another "run-around" by the Administratione

The British Government then countered President Truman's long-standing re-
request with a proposal that an Anglo-American Committee of Inquiry be set up to
investigate the entire problem of Palestine once again -- this after the facts
in the situation had been made all too clear by the Harrison Report and other
surveyss The British move was obviously another delaying tactic, but President
Truman agreed to this new investigation without taking advantage of the readiness
of American Zionist leaders to discuss the entire situation with him, to point
out how utterly undesirable this proposal for a new Inquiry was, and to warn him
that the British had no intention of taking positive action as a result of the
Inquiry, but intended only to procrastinate further.
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After four months of time-consuming exploration and investigation, the Anglo-
American Committee of Inquiry issued a Report which recommended what President
Truman had requested in the first place —- the immediate emigration of 100,000
homeless Jews to Pelestine. However, the Report also contained certain longz-range
political recommendations which, Zionist leaders pointed out, "can never be
accepted by the Jewish people." These latter recommendations, which run counter
to American policy on Palestine as stated by Congress, were obviously included in
the Report at the insistence of the British, who would not otherwise have agreed
to the recommendations favoring the immediate emigration of 100,000 Jews.

By consenting to the British proposal of a joint inquiry, the President had,
therefore, allowed the United States to be maneuvered-into an untenable position:
in order to obtain consent to the immediate emigration of 100,000 Jows == the
United States would be repudiating every intemational pledge made to the Jewish
people with respect to Palestine, and acting in opposition to the will of the
American people as expressed by two resolutions of Congress ~--one of vhich was,
passed during President Truman's administration,

The President now had to reconcile two conflicting positions. TFortunately,
he was prevailed upon to take the correct steps under these circumstences, and
in making public the report of the Anglo-American Committee of Inquiry on. April
30th of this year, he declared:

"I am very happy that the request which I made for the immediate admission
of 100,000 Jews into Palestine has been unanimouely endorsed by the Anglo~
American Committee of Inquiry. The transference of these unfortunate
people should now be accomplished with the greatest dispatch « « o I am
also pleased that the Committee recommends in effect the abrogation of

the White Paper of 1939, including existing restrictions on imnigration
and land acquisitions, to permit the further development of the Jewich
national home. It is also gratifying that the report also envisages the
carrying out of large-~scale economic development projects in Palestine which
would facilitate further immigration and be of benefit to the entire popu~
lations « « In addition to these immediate objectives, the renort deuls
with many other questions of long-range political policies and questions
of international law which require carcful study and which I will tabe
under advisement,”

This, then, was United States molicy as enunciated by the President: the
emigration of 100,000 Jews to Palestine was a matter for immediate action, and not
subject to further consultations; the long-range political quesstions were to be
taken "under advisement."

Weeks, and then months, went by and still nothing was dones The plight of-
the Jews in the Displaced Persons' Camps had become unendurable, and the frustra-
tion of these unfortunates expressed itself in repeated clashes with our own occupa~
tion troops in Europes The Jews of Palestine had also reached the depths of
despair, and the British were becoming more brutal in the enforcement of their
illegal policy of excluding Jewish refugees frowm their internaxionallyhguaranteed
homelands Under these conditions, violence was inevitsble and Britain?s tyrennical
act of supyression only served to produce more bloodshed and destruction. Mean=-
vhile, the U, S. State Department was following the procedure of further "con- .
gultations" initiated by the British,

The American public could not understand - and still cannot understand -
how it is possible for the President of the United States to enunciate one policy
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publicly wvhile his subordinates in the Administration follow procedures that are
diametrically opposed to that policy. Throughout the country people said ~—— and
continue to say -- that the Administration is merely playing a clever game with
the Jews; that the Adminidstration has no intention of carrying out its promises
to the constituency in behalf of the Jewish people.

Then the Cabinet Committee was appointed., The American people were told that
this new Committee was set up to bring sbout the smeedy implementation oi the
Anglo-American Committec of Inquiry's Report. When the Cabinet group was formed,
President Truman expressed confidence that his request for the immediatc cmigration
of 100,000 Jews to Palestine would be speedily implemented. He had an extromely
cordial meeting with leaders of the Zionist movement on July 1lst, following which
the "hite House issued a statement which read:

"The President further added that it was his determination thet these
most recent events should mean no delay in pushing forward with a policy
of transferring 100,000 Jewish immigrants to Palestine with all dispatch,
in accordance with the statement he made upon the receipt of the report
of the Anglo-American Committee of Inquiry. The Precident indicated that
the Government of the United States was prepared to assume tecihnical and
financial responsibility for the transportaxion of these immigrwnts from
Furope to Palestine."

After conducting its ovn "investigzation" of the problem, the Cabinet Cormittee
reversed the policy repeatedly stated b the President and produced a British-
sponsored plan for the "federalization" of Palestinec. This scheme was a complete
surrender to British Colonial Office policy. The positinn taken by the entire
American Zionist movement on the plan was stated by Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, presi-
dent of the Zionist Orgunization of America and chairmen of the Executive Committee
of the American Zionist Emergency Council. Dr, Silver said:

"The ¥federalization plan,! recommended to the Americen and Britich
Governments by the Anglo-American Cabinet Comnittee, is a conscience-
less act of treachery, dooming the helpless Jewish survivors in Zurope
to further death and humiliation and driving the Jews of Palestine to
further desperation. :

"The Cabinet Committee'!s recommendation that the admission of 100,000
homeless European Jews to Palestine, first urged almost a year ago by
President Truman and unanimously recommended as an irmediate step by the
Anglo-American Committee of Inquiry, be made 'conditional'! on the adoption
of the 'federali zation' propoal, is as revolting as it is irmorale In -
plain English, this means that 100,000 helpless refugeces are to be used
as hostages by Britain and the Uhited States in order to extort from the
Jewish people acceptance of a political forrulation which elearly repudi-
ates every international commitment made to the Jewish people with respect
to Palestine -~ a formuiation which the governments concerned surely kmow
the Jews cannot accept,

"That the lives of oppressed men, women and children, who have already
passed the limits of endurance, should thus be used as pawns in Britain's
imperialistic maneuvers -- and that the United States should now be a
party to this abomination -~ does not augur well for the world of peace
and Justice which, it was hoped, would emerge from the ruins of the
greatest of all wars. We respectfully suggest to those who are responsi-
ble for shaping government policy on this question that what is required
above all in the present situation is simple morality. « « »
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"This is a plan for the ghetto-ization of the Jews in their own homeland.
Bven that small portion of the country remaining for Jewish settlement
under the 'plan! would be controlled almost completely by the same British
Colonial Administration, whose only right to be in Palestine in the first
place is the duty assigned to it by the Balfour Declaration and the Pales-
tine Mandate: facilitation of the development of the Jewish National Home."

Americens -~ Jews and non-Jews alike =- could not help but ask whether the
Administration's earlier statements were sincere in view of the fact that the
President?s own Cabinet Committee had now repudiated not only Mr, Truman's position,
but every official American declaration of support for Jewish aspirations in Pales-
tine, including the plank in the platform of the Democratic Party, which reads:

"We favor the opening of Palestine to unrestricted Jewish immigration and
colonigation and such a policy as to result in the establishment there of
a free and democratic Jewish cormonwealth,"

Could the President's Cabinet Committee have accepted this abominable "federw
alization" plan if its members had been convinced that the President wants them to
carry out U. Se policy as stated by him? Surely the members of that Committee were
astute enough to realize that the British would offer them a series of "plans" end
would try to secure U. S. agreement to that formula which is least in the interest
of the Jewss But it is clear that Mre. Grady and his fellow Committee members were
advised by the State Department to follow the line proposed by the British,

Furthemore, the public was astounded to read accounts in the press which
reported the President as having taken a most unfriendly attitude towards those who
called on him to repudiate the "federalizaticn" plan. For example, the following
dispatch eppeared in the New York Times of Wednesdsy, July 3lst:

"TRUMAN 'REBUFFS' PALESTINE PLEA

"New York Congressmen Say That He Hinted At
Political Motives In Their Visit

"Washington, July 30 =~ Nine New York merbers of the House called on
President Trumen today to protest the proposed partitioning of Palestine
and ingigt on the immediate admission of 100,000 Jews, but they cane
away expressing dissatisfaction with their reception.

"The President was reported to have been sympethetic to the homeless
Jews'! plight, but only as part of a larger problem of displaced persons
generally. Menmbers of the delegation said that he was inattentive to
their arguments and had suggested at one point that the reason for their
call was political.

"Coincidentally, Senators Robert F. Wagner, Denocrat, of New York, and
Robert A. Taft, Republican, of Qhio, assailed the Anglo-Anericon Cabinet
Cormittee's latest propcsals in the Senate, Mr. Wagner called the plan
'a deceitful device to stifle the hopes of a long-suffering people.?

Mr, Taft sald that it was a 'cynicol plan! that would mean the Pcomplete
frustration' of Jews in Palestine and !deep despair for the million and
one-half surviving Jews in Burepe.!

"The delegation calling on ifre Truman was led by Representative Emenuel
Celler, vho read a prepared statement, Mr. Celler gave a reporter the
following digest of it ,
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"The President should reject the new proposal of the British
because admission of 100,000 Jews is conditioned upon its
acceptance. Thus the innocent 100,000 Jews are considered as
hostages. This is utterly unfair.

'The plan would narrow the Jewish province to 1,500 square
miles and prevent eny further development economically and
culturally after admission of the 100,00, Acceptance would
be epproval of a ghetto in Palestine, Furthermore, the British
kmow that neither the Arabs nor the Jews wouid accept the plan.
And thus they would be privileged again to delay a decision.
The plan is nothing but a stall.?

"Mr. Celler would not describe the President'!s reaction, but other members
of the delegation sald that it was ¥discouraging.! One of the descrip-
tions of the conference was: 'It was rough.!

"Mr, Trumen was said to have shuffled papers on his desk while Mr. Celler
read and to have commented, when Mr, Celler started to speak further
about a problem 'close to my heart! that he did not have time to listen,
that he kmew all about the subject anyhow. The President, according to
the Representatives! accounts, indicated that he was sympathetic to the
Jewish problem, but explained that he was working on a dbroader question
in trying also to get 100,000 displaced persons admitted to South America,
100,000 to British possessions and 100,000 to this country,

"He was reported to have said that he did not blame the Congressmen for
coming to the White House, that he realized that they were all up for
re-election this fall, dbut that it was time somebody came to see him
about the United States problem for a change. He ended the Conference
abruptly, the witnesses said, before the Representatives were reedy to
leave.

"In addition to Mr, Celler, those attending the Conference were Repre=
sentatives Walter A, ILynch, Ronald L, 0!'Toole, John J. Rooney, Charles
A, Buckley, Leo F. Rayfiel, and Arthur J. Klein, Democrats; Vito
Marcantonio, American Labor Party, and Leonard W. Hall, Republican."

Obviously, the President has failed@ to understend why the Jews of America and
‘those who support their cause are persisting in approaching him: the fact of the
matter is that nothing has yet been done for the Jews, and the 100,000 are still
languishing in the detention camps of Germany.

As a result of the nationwide outburst of indignation against the "federali-
zation" plan snd the tremendous pressure that was concentrated on the thite House,
President Trumen was prevailed upon not to accept this proposal, Instead, he
recelled the Grady Committee to Washington for further consultationss The American
members of the Anglo-American Committee of Inquiry were also called to Washington
to offer their opinion of the plen, and they were unanimous in repudiating it.

The State Department made an effort to keep the Committee of Inquiry's opinion
secret, so that it could go ahead with its progrem of employing the Grady Com= .
mittee's report as a basis for discussions with the British., Fortunately, other
individuals realized the importance of infomming the public as to what had trans~
pired in the Washington dicussions, and the story appeared in the presse It was
only as a result of the most determined pressure that the State Department!'s
efforts to secure Mr. Truman's agreement to the Grady scheme as & basis for negoti-
ations were defeated.
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After numerous reports and runors, many of then contradictory, as to the exact
nature of President Truman's communication to the British Governnent had appeared
on the front peges of the country's newspapers, the White House finally issued an
announcenent on the subject.s The text of that statenent is as followss

"Although the President has been exchanging views with Mr, Attlee on
the subject, this govemmnent has not presented any plan of its own for
the solution of the problem of Palestine., It is the sincere hope of
the President, however, that as a result of the proposed conversations
between the British Govermnment and Jewish and Aredb representatives a
fair solution of the problem of Palestine can be found and irnmediate
steps can be taken to alleviate the situation of the displaced Jews in
Europes

"It is clear that no settlement of the Palestine problen can be achieved
which will be fully satisfactory to all of the parties concermed and that
if this problen is to be solved in & nanner which will bring peace and
prosperity to Palestine, it must be approached in a spirit of conciliation.

"It 1s slso evident that the solution of the Palestine question will not
in itself solve the broader jroblen of the hundreds of thousands of dis~
placed persons in Europes. The President has been giving this problen his
special attention and hopes that arrangenents can be entered into which
will make 1t possible for various countries, including the United States,
to admit many of these persons as npermanent residents.

"The President on his part is contemplating seeking the approval of
Congress for special legislation authorizing the entry into the United

States of a fixed number of these persons, including Jews."

® This statement has been interpreted in the press and elsewhere as a declara=-
tion by the President that he is "washing his hands" of the entire questione.
This interpretation has also been advanced in private conversation by leading
U. S, officials, including those of the State Department.

This is vhere the matter stands now, After all the pledges, after all the
committees, the investigations and the consultations, the President of the United
States announces that "this government has not presented any plen of its own for
the solution of the problem of Palestine." Even though the resolutions of Congress
and the platfom of his own party should be regarded as commitments to a very
clearly-defined program of action, the President now decides to retreat from the
entire issue ~- and at a time when the British are employing the resources of thoir
empire, both political and military, to liquidate the Jewish position.

President Truman did not even publicly reaffimm his earlier statements with
regard to the 100,000, The White House's announcement of August 16th, quoted
above, can, therefore, be viewed only as a declaration of collapse on Palestine
by this Administration. And the American people ask: has not the United States
sufficient prestige, influence and authority in the world -- particularly in its
relations wvith the British OGovernment, whose economic futurc America has under-
written —- to insist that Britain fulfill her pledges and obligations to the Jews?

Nor is Jewish public opinion in this country particularly impressed by the
Yhite House's assertion that "the President, on his part, is contemplating secking
the approval of Congress for special legislation authorizing the entry into the
United States of a fixed number of these persons, including Jews." Assuming thab
such efforts can meet with a degree of success, what must be clear to everyone is
the fact that weeks, perhaps months, of intermineble Oongressional debate on the
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question would ensue before any action is taken. Neither is American public
opinion unmindful of the fact that Congress has adjourned and will not be in

- session for some months to come.

As for the Jews in the Displaced Persons' Camps, who will shortly be faced
with the dread prospect of another bitter winter -- they are evidently expected
to remain patient while their one hope for salvation —- United States action =- is
removed by no less a personage than the President of the United States himself,

This 1s the record of the Democratic Administration on Palestine. Let not
the Administration believe that merely by issuing further declarations of sympathy
and condolence, it will succeed in sugar-coating this bitter pill. Anything short
of the oft~promised, but repeatedly delayed concrete action will neither satisfy
nor reassure the Jews of America and large numbers of their supperters, who have
reached the point when they must say in a loud =nd clear voice: "We have been

betrayed againi"




I greeted lir, Bevin by saying that I should like to meet the nan whom I
have been attacking so much, Hr. Pevin spent most of the time defending the position
of hias government, criticising the failure of the Jews to cooperate, and especially
criticised the American Governmment for utilising the Palestine issue in conmnection
with 4its om election needs,

His government hed tried to do all that it could, It had continued Jewish
immigration at the rate of 1500 a month in spite of the White Puper and his
government was by way of making a satisfactory solution when the President intervened
with his request for 100,000 which threw the whole Arab world into a turmoil,

, He was oritical of the resistance in Palestine, illeg«l immigration and acts
of terrorism with which the Agenecy at times wus associated, and which made it
necessary for England to keep troops in Palestine which should have been demobilized
long ago. He resented the fact that a good deal of the finincing of illegal
immigration came from the United States., Iis government had recently made snother
gesture of good will be releasing the prisoners from Latrun and elsevhere, He
implied that there has not been a corresponding move on the part of the Yishuv,
As a result of what was happening in Palestine, the killing of British soldiers,
ete., anti-Semitisa is growing among the common people im England,

His government was beset with many grave problems all over the world and
we should have been more patient with it, The Balfour Degclaration had made coumit-
ments to both peoples of Palestine, & national home to the Jews, and the protection
of their rights to the arabs, This made the solution of the problem very difficult,
A Jewish State was never promised to the Jews.

. The British Government is trying to solve the problem., If it fails, it
will have to submit the whole issue to U.N,0, He himself stakes his political
career on the proper solution of the problem. fe will not, however, yield to force
“’“”l '

He looked upon the Grady-Morrison proposals as the implementation of the
Anglo~Anerican Committee Report, His government wants these proposals to be on
the agenda when the London erence regonvenes. iHe w:s aware of the Agency's
proposal for partition, The Agency is free to present and %o diseuss its proposal
at the Conference. His government did not have a closed mind on the subject, It
- 48 prepered to consider 1%,

Gl I took occasion, of course, throughout the interview to refute and correct
some of Mr. Bevin's statements, which was not difficult to dos I need not restate

thes here, The answers would readily suggest themselves to any welleinformed Zionist.

I did take cccasion to point out how the American people felt about the whole

matter, and the terrible misconception that many in England seem to be ladoring

under == that the subject of Palestine is only a by-product of Asericam political

campaigns. This is a dangercusly aisleading plece of propaganda which will meke

sound political thinking and action om the subject imposaible, The American people,

not to speak of the Americen Jews, are determined to keep this issue alive until

a just solution is arrived at. PR ¢
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I carried away the following impressions with me from the interviews

1) Mr, Bevin is deeply disturbed and deeply concernmed about the whole
problem, It has gottenm under his skin, He nows more about it now than he did
when he spoke so cavalierly about the entire subject a yeaur zgos There is still
much that he does not know about it,

2) He dces not seem to have a clear plan in his own mind, His confidence
in the Horrisén-Urady Plan as a solution seems to be pretty well shaken, He will
probably not insist upon it as & basis for discussion when and if the London
Conference reconvenes, He does not yet seem to be prepared to acecept the Agency
proposal as & basis for discussion, He expressed no eriticism of the Agency
proposal and repeated two or three times during the interview that they have an
open mind on it and that they are prepared to consider it,

§) Pressure from America, while it is grestly resented, is very much
present in Mr, Bevin's mind, He is not under-estimating its importence, Should
the American Government very firmly and determimately now begin to insist upon
& quick and satisfactory solution, Mr., Bevin would be clearly urged on to a definitive
solution he does not wish to make at this time.

4) He is very anxious for the Jewish Agency to come to the London Conference,.
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Dr. Israel Goldsiein, chiairm

b

of the steering commlttee

[

of the delegation of the Zionigst Organization of America, tcday
1ssued the following statement on behalf of the delegation:

The delegation of the Zionist Organization of America
feels compelled to expreéss its deep‘resehtment over the slurring
references to American Zionists which were contained in the
address of Dr. Chaim Weizmann on Monday night. These offensive
remarks concerning American Zionism's support of Haganah and
1te resistance activities were passing strange, coming as they
did from one who must be fully aware that the Zionists of Amer-
ica were repeatedly called upon by authoritative spokesmen of
the Yishuv to give their utmost support to the responsible
Jewish resistance movement in Palestine. American Zionists had
responded willingly, enthusiastically —-- and effectively —— to
these appesls. Now to hear those very efforts, which has been
s0 eagerly solicited in behalf of the Yishuv derided by Dr. Welz-
mann, and their purpose misrepresented, is shocking.

In carefully measured words, spokesmen of American Zionism
at the Congress stated that 1t must be left to the responsible
elements of Palestine Jewry to determine what should or should
not be done with regard to resistance, and they reaffirmed the
support of American Jewry for the Yishuv and the Haganah in
thelr heroic cffort to protest the righte of the Jewish people.
This pceition of Americon Z2ionirtie was 89 distorted as to be
susceptible %o the interpretation thet American Zionists were

; S0 expese Thampiives to danger
irregnonsgibly eeso gy the youth of Palestine/ while remaining
safely ir pAmerica and offering ouly morsl, political and finan-
clal suppcrt.

This irtclerable imputation ~zuced a feeling of outrage
among Aaerican delesates to the Joagress, and evoked expressione
of protest end indignetion at the sessions Monday evening and
subgequently. We regret thet contrary tc reasonable expectatidng

Dr. Weizmann has not taken occasinn to withdraw those offensive

remarks or to correct the painful imprescion they createc.




Telegramm — Télégramme — Telegramma

Stunde

Heure

Erhalten - Regu - Ricevuto

Befordert - 7ransmis - Trasmesso

Stunde-/Heure-Ora

nach — a¢ — a

Stunde-/#eure-Ora

Name — Nom — Nome

UNGETEILTEN PALESTINA FORTZUSETZEN = ICHUD BETAR ICHUD
" OLAM! POALE ZION CS MISRACHI POALE ZION LINKS HASCHOMER HATSAIR

TT2. — VIIL 45,

A 5(210%x148). — Qu. 0 70



Telegramm — Télégramme — Telegramma
i [ TN el

+ 52120 WIEN/72 1147 72/71 19 1400 =

| | E

Erhalten - Regu Rxcevuto Befordert - 7Transmis - Trasmesso
nach — ¢ — a Stunde-/{eure-Ors Name — Nom — Nome

Vi R e TR R S i e S R A = ELT = CONGREZION
POLITISCHE KOMMISSION DES ... 4

' KONGRESSES BASEL =~

ALLE ZIONISTISCHEN ORGANISATIONEN WIENS UEBERMITTELN IHREN ..

UNBEUGSAMEN WILLEN FUER UNGETEILTEN PALESTINA STOP JEDER
'VERSUCH DIESEN GEDANKEN ZUNICHTE ZU MACHEN WUERDE AUF ENERG!SCHEN
WIDERSTAND DER JUEDISCHEN MASSEN STOSSEN STOP WIR JUDEN IN DEN
LAGERN SIND FEST ENTSCHLOSSEN TROTZ ALLER LE1DEN UNSEREN

- LEBENSKAMPF BI1S ZUR SCHAFFUNG EINES JUDENSTAATES IN EINEM

T1 2ter. — V1. 4. A5 (210x 148) —0 U'IU




Telegramm — Télégramme — Telegramma

von — de— da l Ne Worter |Afggbend l Stunde |

Mots Consigné le Heure

r2942 SOLBADHALLTIROL 454 48/46 21 1600
e I I | l |

Erhalten - Regu Ricevuto Befordert - 7ransmis - Trasmesso
Stunde-/Heure-Ora Name — Nom — Nome nach — ¢ — a . |Stunde-#eure-Oru Name — Nom — Nome
Al

w EMT = DR SlLVEh“

ZIONIoTENKONGRESo PASEL

ALTER ZIONIST LAGER WIESENHOF BEI HALL TIROL o oo ]
vt JESCHESKEL KORNREICH 4 7 7 ' A5 (210x 148). — Gu. © 70,




Telegramm — Télégramme — Telegramma

von — de— da | Ne I \Vé--;er I Aufg geben dcn I St nde
7282 TELAVIV 2108 27 18/12 1736 = VIA Qgé%éﬁw
| s Tt IA ..................... S s

Erhalten - Regu - Rlcevuuf Befordert - 7ransmis - Trasmesso

Stu&{eun-Orn ,/( Name — Nom — Nome a Stunde-Heure-Ora Name — Nom — Nome
,r( B, ;

| S MR A, s i o |
DOCTOR SILVER
THREE KINGS HOTEL B

RVAVOTH BAYSHUV OMDIM MEACHORECHA UMTSAPIM LINSIUTCHA
PROFESSOR BELKOV £ pu

TT2. — VII 45 A5(210%x148) — Qu. 0 70







G/.A. NEWS -h - /8

JEWISH AGENCY EXECUTIVE DEFINES FUTURE FUNCTIONS OF WORLD ZIONIST ORGANIZATTION

TEL AVIV, July 9. (JTA) -= The future functions of the World Zionist Organiza-
tion were outlined today at a meeting of the Jewish Agency executive convened to con-

sider the fortheoming meeting of the Zionist Actions Committee which will be held
here on July 182,

It was announced that arrangements will be made to liquidate the Jewlsh Agency
and transfer its duties to the World Zionist Organization. Eight main functions which
the W.,Z2,0. will be asked to take over are:

1. Immigration, including the organization abroad and distribution of immi-
gration certificates under the Israeli Govermment's quota; preparatory agricultural
training and the transportation of immigrants to Israel. The question of whether the
Israeli Govermment or the World Zionist Organization should be responsible for the

immigrants after their arrival in the Jewlsh state was left open and will be decided
by the Actions Committee session,

2. Assistance from abroad for Israel's economic development, including the
development of a program to enlist the support of Jews the world over to purchase
sheres in Israeli enterprises and a public relations program to aid in this rroject.

3. Resettlement of new immigrants in rural areas.

4, Immigration of refugee children to Israsel.

5. Educational and cultural programs in the Diaspora.
6. Development of the youth pioneering movement abroad,
T Development of Jerusalem.

8+ Handling the work of the Israeli national funds.

It was also decided at the meeting that seven or eight members of the World
Zionist Organizetion's executive must reside in Jerusalem, Socme of these may l_mve
to move from their homes overseas. Eliahu Dobkin presided at the meeting,

13,000 IMMIGRANTS ENTERED ISRAEL DURING TRUCE PERIOD, GOVERNMENT ANNOUNCES

TEL AVIV, July 9. (JTA) -- A total of 9,000 immigrants arrived this week in
Israel, the govermment Immigration Depertment disclosed today, Of thet number, 8,000
camg from Cyprus.

From the beginning of the truce, a month ago, a total of 13,000 immigrants
arrived here, the government stated, adding that since the end of the British Man-
date on May 15, a total of 18,000 disembarked here,

DEFENSE MINISTRY OF ISRAEL APPOINTS MAJCR REUVEN DAFNI TO POST IN UNITED STATES

M

NEW YORK, July 9. (JTA) -- Major Reuven Dafni of the Defense Army of Ierael,
who 18 now in the United States, has been appointed representative of the Defense
Ministry of the state of Israel in the Israeli Office of Information in New York.
The appointment of Major Dafni was made by David Ben Gurion, Prime Minister and Pé-
fense Minister of Israel,

A veteren of 15 years with Haganah, Major Dafni participated in the security
planning of the Jewish republic. During World War II, he served in the British Army
as an intelligence officer and wae decorated for leading & hazardous mission in Qer-
man-held Yugoslavia. Major Dafni and his intelligence unit were credited during the
war with saving 142 Allied airmen, most of them Americans.
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I am aware of a widespread feeling of concern that the American Government
has receded away from this position, a feeling which was strengthened by the attitude
of neutrality adopted by the representetives of the United States on the United Nations
and by rumors which have been circulated since. What role the United States will finally
pley in the coming weeks and months I do not profess to kmow. But just as it is necessary
to avoid undue optimism, we should also avoid undue pessimism. The present silence of
the Americen Government is by no means evidence that it has altered its psition, or that
it will follow the British line,

I say this not as a matter of surmise alone. On the basis of certain soundings
which I have made quite recently, I have reason to think that the attitude of the
Americen Government has not changed. Since we were not able to get a direct publiec
stetement from the Secretary of State or from the President for the reasons which I have
indicated, it was necessary to sound out through sources not mblic. Before I left, I
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