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THE TRUMAN ADMINISTRATION'S RECOP.D ON PALESTINE 

Exactly a yeo.r ago -- on August 31, 1945 - President Truman first me.de hie 
request of Prime ?Unister Attlee that 100,000 homeless European Je1:1s be o.dmitted 
into Palestine immediately. ~>Jhen the President I s request was me.de public, the 
J e,,.,s of Amari ca - 3n overwhelming majority of whom subscri bo to the Zionist 
-progrrun ...:.. as well as millions of non-Jews \o.ttlo are deeply concerned about the 
problem of Europe's homeless Jews and Palestine, hailed President Truman as the 
first lender of the democratic nations to take concrete steps to save the rerri.nants 
of Europe an J e,-,ry. 

Speakers at Jewish rallies e.nd Jewish newspnpers pointed out that in all the 
yearo of Je~dsh suffering since the advent of Hitler, the Democratic Adr.rl.nistra­
tion merely offered its condolence and sympathy to tho Jews, but did nothing 
concrete to rescuo them. It was pointed out further thr.;~t, \·.ri th the publication 
of the Roosevel t-Ibn Saud correspondence, public opinion was confronted with 
harsh reality& it became clear that at the ver-1 moment when the Administration 
was I!laking pledges in support of the Zionist prograr.-., it was at the so.ne tine 
giving conflicting assurances to the Arcb states. Needless to sey, the reaction 
among the Jewish masses was one of shock ond let-do\·m. 

Following these revelations and the ,-,ell-established charges that the U. s. 
State Department was pursuing a pro-:Bri ti sh and pro-Arab policy on Palestine, it 
is understandable that President Truman's letter to Prime Minister Attlee un.s 
greeted with great enthusiasm. This action served to give the Jews and their 
supporters renewed hope that the Administration was not going to forsclce t l:. em 
after all. 

It was well known that President Truman I s letter to Mr. Attlee had been sent 
after the Presidont had read the harrowing details of Earl Harri son I s report on 
the conditions of tho Jews in Europe I s Displaced Persons' Camps. The warnings of 
Mr. Harrison and of other competent observers that only immodiate action to trans­
fer these harassed refugees to Pai,estine will avert a cate.str01me, were regn.rd.ed 
as clear indications that the requ1red steps would be taken without dela,r. 

But months passed and nothing was done. The '.British Government and the U. s. 
State Depart1:1ent employed one del~ng device after another .,._ and the Jews 
languished in the concentration camps of Zurope. People again wondered whether 
they were not being given another "run-around" by the Administrat.:. on. 

The :British Government then countered President Truman's lonei-standing re-­
request l-.ri th a proposal that an Anglo-Americnn Comrni ttee of Inquiry be set up to 
investigate the entire problem of Palestine once again -- this after the facts 
in tho situation had been made all too clee.r by the Harrison Report and other 
surveys. The British move was obviously onother dela;ying tactic, but President 
Truman agreed to this new investigation without taking advantage of the readiness 
of .American Zionist leaders to discuss the entire situation with him, to point 
out how utterly undesirable this proposal for a new Inquiry was, and to \·rarn him 
that the :British had no intention of trucing positive action as a result of the 
Inquiry, but intended only to procraatinate further. 
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After four months of time-consuming exploration and investigation, the Anglo­
American Committee of Inquiry 1 esued a Re:port which recommended what President 
Truman had requested in the first place - the immediate emigration of 100,000 
homeless Jews to Palestine. However, the Report also contained certein lonG•range 
politic~ recommendations which, Zionist leaders pointed out, 11 can never be 
accepted by the Jewish people." These latter recommendations, which run counter 
to American policy on Palestine as stated by Congress, were obviously included in 
the Report at the insistence of the British, who would not otherwise have agreed 
to the recommend.ations favoring the immediate emigration of 100,000 Jews. 

By consenting to the British proposal of a joint inquiry, the President had, 
therefore, allowed the Unite~ States to be maneuvcred•into an untenable. position: 
in order to obtain consent to the immed.i ate emigration of 100,000 Jews - the 
United States would be repudiating every international :pled€;8 ma.de to the Jewish 
:people with respect to Palestine, and acting in opposition to the will of the 
American people as expressed by two rcsoluti one of Congress -- • one of which was 
passed during President Truman's administration. 

The President now had to reconcile t,., o conflicting posi tionso Fortun~tely, 
he was prevailed upon to take the correct steps under these circumstances, and 
in making :public the report of the Anglo-American Committee of Ing_uicy on . April 
30th of this year, he declared: 

"I am vecy happy that the request ,:,hich I maoe for tho immediate admission 
of 100,000 Je,·rs tnto Paler.tine has been unanimously endorsed by i;4e Anglo­
Ar.ierican Committee of Inquiry. The trrmaference of these unfortunate 
:peo)!le should noi;.r be accompli f-lhed with the greatest dispatch •• • I mn 
also pleased that the Committee recommends in eff ect the abrogation of 
the White P.a1')er cf 1939, including existing restrictions on immieration 
and land acqu~sitions, to :permit the further development of the Jewish 
national home. It is also gratifying that the report also envisagee the 
carrying out cf large-scale economic development projects in Palestine which 
would facilitate further immigration and be of benefit to the entire popu­
lation. • • In addition to the.se immediate objectives, the report dei1le 
with many other questions of lons-range political policies and g_u0stions 
of international law which require careful study and which I will take 
\lnder advisement." ~ 

This, then, was United States j?Olicy as enunciated by the :President: the 
emigration of 100,000 Jews to Palestine was a matter for immediate action, and not 
subject to f~rther consultations; the long,:...range political qu~stions were to be 
taken "under advisement. 11 

Weeks, and then months, went by and still nothing was done. The plieht of '. 
the Jews in the Displaced Persons I Campa had become unendurable, and the fru.stre,. 
tion of theSE:nu1fo rtunates eX!)ressed itself' in repeated clashes with our ow occupa,.. 
t~on troops in Europe. The Jews of Palestine had also reached the depths of 
despeir, . and the British were becoming more brutru. in the enforcement pf their 
illegal policy of excluding Jewish refugees fro1:i their internationa.J.l~guaranteed 
homeland. Under these conditions, violence was inevitable and Brita.in 1s tyrannical 
act of supriression only served to produce more blooda$ed and dest~ction. Mean .. 
while, the u. s. State Depa.rtment was following the pro¢eeiure of further "con- • 
sultationa" initiated by the British. 

. 
The .American publtc could not understand ...- and still cannot ~ _.,.. 

how 1 t is possible for the President of the Uni t .ed States to en~.t.e one policy 
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publicly while his subordinates in the Administra.tion follow procedui·es th0,t are 
diametr:tceJ.ly opposed to that policy. Throughout the country people oci rl. - and 
continue to sey -- that the Administration 1 s merely pla;,in~ a clever gaL1e with 
the Jews; that the Administration has no iatention of carrying out its promises 
to the constituency in behalf of the Je,,,i sh people. 

Then the Cabinet Committee was appointed, The American people were told that 
this ne,-, Committee was set up to bring a.bout the sp eedy implementation of the 
Anglo-American Commi tteo of Inquiry's Re-port. When the Cabinet grout> ,-m3 fonned, 
President Truman expressed confidence that his request for the immedi ate emigration 
of 100,000 Jews to Palestine would. be speedily implemented. Ho had an extremely 
cordial meeting with leaders of the Zionist movement on July l'st, following which 
the ~•lhi te House issued a statement which read: 

"The President further added that it was his determinntion the.t these 
most recent events should menn no delay in pushing forAard with a policy 
of transferring 100,000 Jewish immigrants to Pal~s tJne with all dispatch, 
in accordonce with the statement he made upon the receipt of the report 
of the Anglo-American Committee of Inq_uiry. The Prenidcnt in~ico.ted t hat 
the Government of the United States was prepared to assume technical and 
financial responsibility for the transportation of these immi grants from 
Europe to Palestine." 

After conducting its o,-m "investigation" of the problan, the Cabinet Cornmi ttee 
reversed the policy repeatedly stated. by the President and produced a British­
sponsored plan for the "federalization" of Palestine. This scheme wo.s a cor.iplote 
surrender to :Sri tish Colonial Office policy. The posi ti ')n takon by the entire 
American Zionist movement on the plan ,1as stated by Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, p resi­
dent of the Zionist_ Orgunization of .America and chairman of tho hecutive Comr.i ittee 
of the American Zionist Etlergenoy Council. Dr. Silver said: 

"The lfederalization plan,' recommended to the American ond Briti sh 
Governments by the Anglo-American Cabinet Comuittee, is a conscience­
less act of treachery, dooming the helpless Jewish survivors in Europe 
to further death and hum111a.t1on anc!. d.ri ving the Jews of Palestine to 
further desperation. 

"The Cabinet ColllMittee's recommendation that the admission of 100,000 
ho~eless European Jews to Palestine, first urge.d aluost a year ago by 
President Truman and unanimously recornMended as an irr.iediate step by t!1e 
Anglo-American Cornr:1ittee of Inquiry; be nade •conditional• on the ndoption 
of the 1federalization 1 propoal, is as revolting as it is innoral. In • • 
plain English, this moans that 100,000 helpless refugees are to bo used 
as hostages by :Britain and the United States in order to extort fron tho 
Jc,..,1 sh people acceptance of a. political fornula.tion which •learlv repudi­
ates every international commitment made to the Jewish people with res1)ect 
to Palestine - a formulation which the governments concerned surely know 
the Jews cannot accept. 

"That the lives of oppressed men, women and children• ,mo have already 
passed the limits of endurance, should thus be used as pawns in Brltainls 
imperialistic maneuvers -- and that the United States should now be a 
party to this abomination -- does not augur well for the world of peace 
and justice which• it was hoped, would emerge from the ruins of the 
greatest of all wars. We respectfully- suggest to those who are responsi-

~ ble for shaping government policy on this question that what is required 
above all in the present situation is simple morality •••• 
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"This is a plan for the ghetto-ization of the Jews in their o,-m homeland. 
Even that small portion of the country remaining for Jewish settlement 
under the 'plan' would be controlled almost completely by the same !ritish 
Colonial Administration, whose only right to be in Palestine in the first 
place is the duty assigned to it by the Balfour Declaration and the Pales­
tine Mandate: facilitation of the developraent of the Jewish National Home." 

.Americans .... Jews and non-Jews alike -- could not help but aslc ,-itether· the 
Admin1stration 1s earlier statements were sincere 1n view of the fact that the 
PJ;"esident•s own Cabinet Committee had now repudiated not only Mr. T:rumsn1s :position, 
but every official .American declaration ot qport tor Jewish aspirations in Pales­
tine, including the plank in the plaitorm of the Democratic Party, which reads: 

"We favor the opening of lalestine to unres~ricted Jewish immigration and 
colonisation and such a policy as to result in th-, establishment there of 
a free and democ:ratic Jewish comonwealth.n 

Could the President I s Oabi net Comr.i1 ttee have accepted this abooinable "fedei­
alization11 plan if 1 ts members had been convinced that the President ,..,ants them to 
carry out u. s. po~ioy as stated by hi.J!l? Surely the members of that Committee were 
:istute enough to realize that the !ri ti ab would off er them a series of "plans" end 
would t:ey to secure u. s. agreement to that fonnula which is least in the interest 
of the Jews. :Bu.tit is clear that Mr. Grady' and his fellow Oomnittee members were 
advised by the State Department to follow the line proposed by the :B;ri ti sh • 

. 

?u.rthemore, the public was astounded to read accounts in the press which 
reported the President as having taken a r.101t unfriend,.y attitude to1.•1ards those who 
called on him to repudiate the "federaJ.1,zaticn" :plan. For example, the folJ_owi.ng 
dispatch .appeared in the New !2J:k T4le1 of Wednesda_y, Jul~:- 31st: 

"TRUMAN •muns• PAtaeINE PLEA 

"New York Congressmen Say That He Hinted At 
Political l.fotives In Their Visit 

"Washington, July 30 - Nine New York menbers of the House called on 
Presid$1t Tl'Ur.lan tod&i' to protost tho proposed pa.rti tioning of Palestine 
and iniiit on the iI!lnediate e.&iiesion of 100,000 Jews, but they car:ie 

awq expressing dissatisfaction with their reception~ 

"The President was reported to nave b,en syti~thetic to the honelesa 
Jews I plight, but only as part of a largef pro bl~ ot displaced persons 
generali,. Meobers of the delegation said that he was inattentive to 
their arguoents and h$.d. suggested at one point that the reason for their 
call was political. 

"Coincidentally, s·enators Bobert F. Wagner, Detaocre:t, of New Yoik, and 
Bobert A. Taft, Republican, of Ohio, assailed the Ang].o-A.'1er1cDn Cabinet 
Como! ttee' s lat eat , proposal.a in the Senate. Mr. Wagner called the plan 
1A deceitful device to ~tine the hopes of a long.-Jutfering people.• 
Mr. Taft said that it wae a 1cynice.l plan' tha.t · would mean the •complete 
tru.~tr,.tion • ot Jews in P&lestine and 'deep despair for the mil.lion and 
one-half sumv1ng Je\tl in Eu.rope.' 

"~he delegation calling on i~. Trunan was led by ltep1~ea-entati ve Emanuel 
Celler, ~o read a prepared. statEl'lent, Mr. Oeller gtJ.ve a reporter the 
following digeat of 1ti 
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IThe President should reject the new proposal of the :Sri ti ah 
becauae admiaa1on of 100,000 Jews is conditioned upon its 
acceptance. Thua the innocent 100,000 Jews are considered as 
hostage,. Thia is utterly unfair. 

•The plan would narrow the Jewish province to l,~ square 
miles and prevent my f'u.rther development econanically and 
cultural.17 after admission of the lOOtiC00,, Acceptance would 
be approval of a ghetto in Palestine~ Furthermore, the :Srttish 
know that neither the Arabs nor tbe Jews w"uld accept the plan. 
And thus thq would be privileged again to delq a decision. 
The plan is nothing but a atall. 1 

"Mr. Celler would not describe the Preeident•s reaction, bllt other members 
of the delegation said that it was tdiscouraging. 1 One of the descri:i>­
tions of the ccm.ference was: 'It was rotte;:1 ... 1 

"Mr. Truman was said to have shuffled pe:pers on hiq desk while Mr. 0eller 
read and to have commented, 1"rilen Mr. Celler started to speak further 
about a problem ·•close to 1IJ7 heartf that he did not have time to listen, 
that he knev all about the subject anyhow. The President, according to 
the Repreaentativea • accounts, indicated that he was sympathetic to the 
Jewish problem, but explained that be was working on a broader question 
in t eying also to get 100,000 displaced persons admitted ·t~ South America, 
100,000 to :Sritisll possessions and. 100,000 to this country,, 

"He was reported to have said. that he did not blame the Congressmen for 
co~ing to the White Houae, that he real1 zed that they were all u:~ for 
re-election this fall, but that .-it •was time aomebo~ came to see him 
about the United States problem ,. for a mange. He ended the Conference 
abruptly, the witnesses said, before the Representatives were ree.~ to 
leave. 

•~ add.1 tion to Mr. Celler, those attending the Conterence uero Repre­
sentatives Walter A. Lynch, Ronald ·L. 0 1Toole, John J. Rooney, Charlea 
A. :Buckley, Leo 1. Eayfiel, and Arthur J. nein, Demoerat1: Vito 
Marcantonio. American Labor Party, and Leonard w. Hall, Republican. n 

Obviously, the President has failed to .understand why the . Jews ot America and 
··those \oho support thoir cause are persisting in approaching him: the fact of the 
matter is that nothing has yet been done ·for the Jewa, end the 100,000 are still 
languishing in the detention camps of Germ8ll7. 

As a reault of tht nationwide outburst of indignation against the 11 :f'ederali­
zation" plan and the tremendous pressure that was concentrated on the ffldte House, 

·President Truman was prevailed upon not to -accept .. this proposal.- Instead, he 
Neel.led th.e Gr~ Comittee to Washincton ,.for further eoneult.ations. The American 
members of the Anglo-American Committee of ·Inquiry were also called to Washington 
to offer their opinion of the plan, and they we.re unanimous in repud1uing it. 

'!be S_tate Department made an effort to keep the 9omm1 ttee of Inquiey1s opinion 
aecret , so that 1 t could go ahead w1 th its program of employing the Grad1' Com- . 
mittee•a report as a basis for discussions with the Britilb. 1ort.unatel7, other 
lnclividuals realized the importance of infoiming the public aa to '1hat had tran► 
pl.red 1n the Yaaliincton dicuaaiona. and the atoff' appeared in the press. It vaa 
Olil7 as a result ot the moat detemined preeeure U..at the State Department 1s 
efforts to secure Mr. !wman •• -creement to the Grad¥ acheme as a baaia for negoti­
ations were defeated. 
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After numerous reports and runo?'s, oany of then contradictoey, as to the exact 

nature of President Trunan I s comunication to the British Governnent had appeared 
on the front pages of the country's newspapers. the White House finally insued an 
announcenent on the subject. The text of that atatcnent is as followss 

"Although the President has been exchanging views with Mr. Attlee on 
the subject. this govemnent has not presented any plan of its O\om. for 
the solution of the probler.1 of Palestine. It i_e the sincere hope of 
the President, however, that as a result of the propose~ conversations 
between the :British Govemr.ient and Jewish and Arab representatives a 
fair solution of the problen of Palestine c·a.n be found and innediate 
steps can be taken to alleviate the si tuat:t,on of the displaced Jews in 
Euro:pe. 

"It is clear that no settlenent of the Palestine problen can be achieved 
which will be fully satisfactor:r to all of the pa~ties concerned ond that 
if this :pro bl en is to be solved in a nan:ner which will bring l)Oace rmd 
~rosperity to Palestine, it nust be approached in a spirit of conciliation. 

11 It is also evident that the solution of the Palestine question will no~ 
in itself solve the broader proble!"'l of the hundreds of thousands of dis­
.placed r,ersons in Europe. The President has been gi v.lng this r>roblcn his 
special attention and ho1)es that arrangenents can be entered into •,,hich 
will aake lt possible for various colmtries, including the United St~tes, 
to admit many of these persons as permanent residents. 

"The President on his pa.rt is contemplating seeking the approval of 
Congress for special legislation authorizing the entry into the United 
States of a fixed numb~r of 'these persons, including Jews. 11 

• This statement has been interpreted in the press and elsewhere as a declara­
tion by the President that he is "washing his hands" of the entire question. 
This interpretation has also been advanced in private conversation by leading 
U. s. officials, including those of the State Department. 

This is where the matter stands now. After all the pledges, after all the 
committees, the investigations and the consultations, the President of the United 
States announces that "this government has not presented any plan of its own for 
the solution of the problem of Palestine." Even though the resolutions of Congress 
and the platfo nn of his own party should be regarded as commitments to a very 
clearly-defin~d program of action, the President now decides to retreat from the 
entire issue -- and at a time when the !ritish are employing the resources of thoir 
empire, both political and military, to liquidate the Jewish position. 

P:r;esident Truman did not even publicly reaffirm his earlier statements w1 th 
regard to the 100 1 000. The White House's announcement of August 16th, quoted 
above, can, therefore, be viewed only as a declaration of collapse on Palestine 
by- this Admini stro.tion. And the American people ask: has not the Uni tod States 
sufficient prestige, influence and authority in tho world -- particularly in its 
relations with the :British Government, whose economic future .America has undcl'-­
vritten -- to insist that :Britain fulfill her pledges and obligations to the Jews! 

Nor is Jewish public opinion in this comitry particularly impressed by the 
11hi.te House 1a assertion that 1 the President, on his part, ia contemplating seclring 
the a~oval of Congress for special legislation authorizing the entry into the 
United States of a fixed number of these persons, including Jews. 11 Assuming thnt 
such efforts can meet with a dE'e;l'ee of success, what must be clear to evo17one is 
tho fact that weeks, perhaps months, of inte;rminable Congressional debat~ on the 
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queetion would enaue before f/A7 action 11 taken. Beither 1• American public 
opinion um1n4tul of the fact that Con«r••• ha1 adjourned an4 will not be in 
••••ion to~ aome months to come. 

Ja for the Jews in the Di1place4 Panona I Campa, who ,dll ahortl7 be faced 
vith tile clhad proepeat of another bitter vinter -- they ._re evidentl7 expect~d 
to ranain patient while their one hope for ealntion - United States action - ia 
raaoved by no leas a peraon9&e than the President of the Unite~ States himself• 

'l!hia 1a the reoorcl of the Democratic '4miniatration on Palestine. Let not 
the 4dmintatrat1on believe that aerely b7 iaeuing !'urther declarations of aympath7 
encl condolence, it will succeed in augar-coa,1ng this bitter pill. .Aqthing ahort 
of the oft-promised, but repeatedl7 delqed concrete action will neither aatist1 
nor reassure the Jews of Am¢oa ~c\ large nU111be1s of their su:ppartertJ, who have 
reached the point wben they snua\ •~ in a lou4. e.nd clear voice: "We have been 
betrqed againJ• 

• • • 
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~t ta•• Bni.n'• aim, He 1• not \lllder-e1t1ilat.1.q i • illpor~•• Should 
t.he riou Ooftftlllea\ Te'Q tJ.ralT de ....iut 17 DO'I' cln to 1na1at upoll 
a ak u4 1 U•t-or:, aolut10ll1 • Bnln •ould be cl urged OD to • det1n1t1w· 
aoluU hi 4NI not wiah to Mk• at tb11 UM. 

la Tff'1 amdou tor t.tMt J •. ah eno to 



Dr. Israel Golds ~8in 01"1a:!r-m:;rl of the steering oovnm1 ttee 

of the delegation of the Zioniat Organi3a~ion of America, today 

issued the following statement on behalf of the delAgation: 

The delegation of the Zionist Organization of America 

feels compelled to express it6 deep resentment over the slurring 

references to American Zionists which were contained in the 

address of Dr. Chaim Weizmann on Monde.y night. These offensive 

remarks concerning American Zionism 1 a support of Haganah and 

its resistance activities were passing strange, coming as they 

did from one who must be fully aware that the Zionists of Amer­

ica were repeatedly called upon by authoritative spokesmen of 

the Yishuv to give their utmost support to the responsible 

Jewish ree1atance movement in Palestine. American Zionists had 

responded will~ngly, enthusiastically~- and effectively -- to 

these appeals. Now t6 he?.r those very efforts, which has been 

so eagerly solicited in behalf of the Yishuv derided by Dr. Weiz­

mann, and their pwpose misrepresented, is mocking. 

In carefully measured words, spokesmen of American Zionism 

at the Congress stated that it reust be left to the responsible 

elements of PaJ.estine Jewry to determine what should or should 

not be done with =egard to resistance, and they reaffirmed the 

sup9ort of A~eriran Jewry for the Yishuv and the Haganah in 

their heroic effort t0 p~o~e~t the rjg~ts of the Jewish people. 

suRoer, t, i ble to tl1.e in -~erp:r eta t i.o :-i the- t Amr-;rtc8 n Z ioni sta were 
~u 6Xpcs£ ~~d~o~l~ea· to dinger 

:~ ?'1·es..16r,e 1 bl.y 1;t4.:_.-J,ri:1f;it.g the youth u:f'.' 1·aJ.esu i;1c/ wt ilP. re'Tln. i.r15.ng 

safe:1~:r ir J.T.e:tlcu and offtrir·g 0n~.y mot·al, polttical and. finRn-­

cial ouppr:rt. 

·.rh:!.s ir.,toler.a'hle ~ ruri.:.tation 0.c.ucec. a feeling uf o,.1tr.ag;e 

subsequentJ.y. We r';g .... et t.het cont:rio::rr to reaeonabJ.e eYpec~a ~ionr, 

Dr. Weizmann has not taken orc~el0n to withdraw those offenst7~ 

remarks or to cot'reo ·li t!le pa ir::fu 1 tmpl' esoion they area tee .• 
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ALLE ZIONISTISCHEN ORGANISATIONEN WIENS UEBERMITTELN IHREN ...... . 

.......... UNBEUGSAMEN WILLEN FUER UNGETE 1 LTEN PALEST I NA STOP JEDER 

VERSUCH DIESEN GEDANKEN ZUNICHTE ZU MACHEN WUERDE AUF ENERGISCHEN 
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- LEBENSKAMPF BIS ZUR SCHAFFUNG EINES JUDENSTAATES IN EINEM 
A 5 (210x US). - (.)u . O 70. 
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JIWISH AGENCY EmWrnE DEFIRBS Jm'tJRE FUNCTIONS OF WORil> ZIONie? ORGAHIZATION 

TEL AVIV, July 9. (JTA) •• The future tunctions of the World Zionist Organi1a• 
tion were outlined today at a meetinS of the Jewish Asenc7 executive convened to con­
sider the forthcomins meetinB of the Zionist Actions C'ommittee which will be held 
here on Jul7 18. 

It was announced tbat arra.nsements will be made to liquidate the Jewish Asene7 
and transfer its dutiee to the World Zionist Organization. I!,11ght main functions which 
the w.z.o. will be asked to take over are: 

l. Immigration, includins the orsanization ab-road and distribution of 1mm1-
sre,t1on certificates under the Israeli Government's quota; preparatory asricultural 
trainins and the transportation of immigrants to Israel. The question of whether the 
Israeli Government or the World Zionist Organization should be responsible for the 
1misra,nts after their arrival 1n the Jewish state was left open end will be decided 
by the Actions Committee seseion. 

2. Assistance from abroad for Israel's economic development, including the 
development of a prosram to enlist the support of Jews the world over to purchase 
shares 1n Israeli enterprises and a public relations program to aid 1n this ~oJeet. 

3. Resettlement of new 1mmisranta 1n rural areas. 

4. Immigration of refusee children to Israel. 

5. Educational and cultural programs 1n the Diaspora.. 

6. Development of the youth pioneerins movement abroad. 

7. Development of Jerusalem.. 

Si Bandlins the work of the Israeli national fun.els. 

It was also decided at the meeting that seven or eight members of the World 
Zionist orsan1zation•s executive must reside 1n Jerusalem. Sane of these may have 
to move from their homes overseas. Elia.bu Dobkin presided at the meetinS. 

13,000 n+1IGRARTS DfrERED ISRAEL DUBING TRUCE PERIOD, GOVJ!'JmMBM ANNOUNCES 
- I 

TEL AVIV, July 9. (JTA) -- A total of 9,000 immigrants arrived this week 1n 
Israel, the sovernm.ent Immigration l)ei,artm.ent disclosed today. Of that number, 8,000 
cemo from Cn,rua. 

From the bes1nn1ns of the truce, a month aso, a total of 13,000 1DD1sra,nta 
arrived here, the sovernment stated, addins tbat since the end of' the British Man­
date on May 15, a total of J.8,000 disembarked here. 

l>Elf'ENSB MINI9rRY OJ' ISRAEL APPoms MAJOR REUVEN DAFNI TO Posr m \JNl'llJm STATES 

R&\l YORX, July 9. (~) -- MaJor Reuven De,fn1 of the Defense Army of Israel, 
who 1a now 1n the United states, has been appointed representative of the Defense 
M1n1atr7 of the state ot Israel 1n the Israeli Office of Information .in New York. 
The appointment ot Major Dafni waa made by David Ben Qur1on, Prime M:J.n1ater and N• 
tense M1n1eter .of. Israel. 

A veteran ot 15 years with JJ088,nah, Ma3or De.fni participated 1n the aecurit:, 
plannins of the Jewish republic. DurinS Worl4 War II, he served in the Br1t1ah f,,J!llfl 
aa an 1ntell1seace officer and was deco:ratecl for leadins a hazardous miaaion 1n Ger• 
man•hel4 YUSoalav1a. Major Dafni and his intellipnce unit were credited during· the 
war with 1anns 142 Allied airmen, moat of them Americana. 



I am aware of a widespread feeling of concern that the American Government 

has receded away from this position, a ... eeling which was strengthened by the attitude 

of neutrality adopted by the represents.ti ves of the United States on the United Nations 

and by rumors which have been circul ted since. What role the United st,ttes will finally 

play in the coming weeks and months I do not profess to know. But just as it is necessary 

to avoid undue optimism, we should also avoid undue pessimism. The present silence of 

the American Government is by no means evidence that it h s altered its psi tion, or that 

it will follow the British line. 

I say this not as a matter of surmise alone. On the basis of certain soundings 

which I have made uite recently, I have rea son to think that the attitude of the 

American Government has not changed. Since we were not able to get a direct public 

statement from the Secretary of State or from the President for the reasons which I have 

indicated, it was necessacy to sound out through sources not pblic. Before I left, I 

had conversa tions with fri ds o~ the Administra tion and the i-esi ent, with Mr.~..,(_ ti., 
114 ,~~-✓ w 7 ., • p ;1 

and • Swop~. I told ~ of WM:t, our concern ..wl!'P!, how greatly we ~1ere concerned with 
• ~ f.._ ...-,1:-{~ v t 

the present inte1 tions of the Government. There ave been rumors that our Governm t ci 
~~ .-- i 2. , . I j_~ 

had changed its DLnd. lit, Swope took this up with Ar I\ Snyder and he sent me this lettexf ~ • 

and telegram before I left the United States. ( 9 ~ f ,-....,.. -ti,, ~- ~-.~~~,_. .... ' -;;-
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