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BRITA.IN VIOLATES UN BAN ON AJMS SHIPMENTS TO PARTICIPANTS IN PALESTINE WAR 

A Statement Released on December 14, 1948 at the UN Session 
in Paris by the I erael1 Infonnation Service 

Hector M~Neil, Britieh Minister of State for Foreign Affairs, stated in 
the House of Oommone on December 13, 1948 that the British Government had 
"meticulously observed• the embargo on arms and war equipment to the countries 

'\ 

of the Middle East. There is no doubt that this statement is fully in accordance 
with the facts as far as Israel is concerned. There is, as well, no doubt that 
!ritain has supplied various kinds of war equipment to the Arab countries during 
the periods of the Palestine tNce -- i.e. between June 11 and July 9, 1948, and 
from July 18 to date. 

Reliable information reaching official Israeli quarters from various aourcea 
proves that Egypt, Iraq and Tranejordan have received a considerable amount of 
British arms during the last six months. Some of the more striking examples of 
British violations of the orders of the Security Council of the United Nations 
are given herewith: 

l. During the truce end prior to the middle of October, 20,000 rounds of 
six pounder ammunition, 5,000 rounds of twenty-five pounder ammunition, and 
approximately 2,000 to 3,000 rounds of larger than twenty-fi-;;e pounder emmuni tion 
were supplied b7 Britain to the Egy-pt1an anny~ Egypt is kn.own to have req·.1ested 
an additional British supply of heavy and medium artillery ammunition which may 
have been su-pplied in the meantime. 

2. During the month of August, British naval author! ties in Eopt sold small 
arms emm\lllition to the Egyptia."l army. 

3. After the Egyptian army requisitioned a large number of airplanes belong­
ing to the Egyptinn MISR Airlines, Britain sold eight Vikings to MISR Airlines. 
This was done after the Egyptian company found 1 ts elf unable, owing to the em­
bargo on the supply of arms to the Middle East, to secure from the United States 
replacements of airplanes easily useo.ble for military purposes. 

4. There is reason for strong suspicion that after Glubb Pasha's visit to 
London last August, certain tyPes of equipment of a British medium artillery 
regiment which had been evacuated from Felestine to Misrata in Tripolitania, 
was transferred to Emt for use in the Negev operations. 

5. On June 6 and June 17, resp •~cti vely, the SS ~ardi sten and SS Derryheen 
arrived in Basra, _Iraq, from the Unite lingdom and landed British war equipment. 

6. At a secret meeting of the Iraqi Parliament on September 14, the Prime 
Minister informed the house that the Britisb. milital'1 authorities had delivered 
to the Iraqi anny surplus U.S. war materials, which they cont,rolled in sufficient 
quantities to equip an annored brigade. 

7. On July 5, 20 British 111ury11 figh ·;,er bombers equipped with special 
bombsights and 25 pound bombs landed at Ra~-hid airfiled in Ireq. They were 
piloted by Iraqis who had baen specially trained in Britain to fly these planes. 

8. In August a number of Bri tinh "Fury" aircraft which had been held 
camouflaged on Mosul uirdrome, reached Mnfraq in Tranejordan, for deliveey to 
the Iraqi ai rforces. • 

9. When, late in August, the Iraqi airforces had to curtail their activi­
ties because of shortage of ga~oltn~, the RAF in :raq supplied them with fuel 
from their o~n stores on a lendlea.se basis. 

10. British equipment ~mloaded at Besra, Iraq, during the month of August 
included thirty 25 pounder guns, 160 cases of rifles. 15 gun tractors and 30 
mobile wireless stations with their spare parts. 

11 - During the truce the SS Corinthus and SS Luristan unloaded British small 
arms and small arms ammunition at Basra. 

12. During the month of August, the No. 9 British base ordnance depot in the 
Suez Canal Zone IUJ>plied ammunition to the Arab Legion. This ammur~i tion waa 
secretly shipped to Aqaba and then airlifted to Ammen. Tran1Jordan. 

13, Large quantities of arma from the United Kingdom, including 2,000 rifles. 
reache~ Amman during the month of October. 



most countries the capital came first 
and labor, attracted by Jobs, came later. In Palestine a labor society was 
formed first and it is that labor society which is presently inviting and 
helping a parallel development of capital. 

NT TIMIS CORRESPONDENT REPORTS ON ISRAELI TREATMENT OF ARAB POPULATION 

New York, March 4, (Palcor)- The social and economic benefits acruing to 
Arabs who elect to remain in Israel were detailed today in a dispatch from 
New York Times correspondent Gene Currivan from Tel Aviv. Commenting on 
the Arab evacuation of tle Falluja area to Arab controlled parts of Palestim, 
Mr. Currivan says that if these people had been aware of what the Israelis 
have done and plan to do for their Arab fellow-citizens, they would not have 
been "so easily stampeded into leaving the country. st 

"Mosques have been restored, religious courts are again opera­
ting and their archives re-assembled under a special committee working for 
the restoration of the holy places," Mr. Currivan writes. "There is a sub­
com~ittee for Arab food control, which gives preference to Arab merchants 
serving Arab areas. In the Beersheba area, at the top of the Negev desert, 
where Bedouin tribes have been constricted and prevented from indulging in 
their seasonal nomadic wanderings, there is another committee that supplies 
staple foods to them. Ten consumers cooperatives have been organized in 
towns as Jaffa, Acre and Lydda. Four dollars and fifty cents daily are 
being paid to Arab •orkers, against the previous scale of one dollaw and 
sixty cents. There are social welfare programs operating now, and hospital 
clinics set aside for Arabs with Arab and Israeli doctors working side by 
side. There is an ambulance service to remote Arab sections, and mobile 
clinics that reach every distant Arab farm. Six thousand Arab children are 
attending fifty-five schools under a budget of almost $250,000. Jaffa has 
its own Arabic newspaper and the Israeli radio station transmits Arab news 
items and programs daily." 



N'EW YORK HERALD TRIBUNE, APRIL JI, 1949 

President Weizmann on Jeruaalem 
Prutdent Cbahn Weizmann, at the din­

ner given in h1a honor on Saturday, made 
clear Israel's J)Olltion on the problem of 
Jerusalett1, and also indic&ted that "a har­
monious solution can swiftly be secured 
with international consent." 

Dr. Weizmann· asked that the interna­
tional community understand "the direct 
and inescapable rt!sponaibU1ty whlch Israel 
bears and exercises in the dally llf e and 
administration of Jewish Jerusalem." But 
he ~lso pledged Israel "to -1naure full se­
curity for religlous· instltutlons in the exer­
cise of their functions; to grant the 
supervision of the holy placea by those 
who bold them sacred; and to encourage 
and accept the fullest interr~ational safe­
guards and controls for their immunity 
and protection." Thia 1s less than the 
separate international admlniatration for 
Jerusalem and lta environs, which was pro­
jected in the original Palestine plan of 
the United Nations Aasembly, and which 
was repeated in later dlrectlvea. There 
are many who will regret that the U. N. 
was unable to establiah this neutral control 
at the outset, and so avert the fighting 
which raged in Jerusalem, the siege and 
counter-siege of the Holy City. However, 
the suggestion of Israel's President does 
offer the elements of a practical com­
promise. 

Religious institutions would be left in the 
hands of their foqnders; the holy places in 
New and Old Jerusalem would be under 
the immediate control, in Dr. Weizmann's 
words, "of those who hold them sacred." 
And aome form of U. N. commission, with 
headquarters in Jerusalem and a aumctent 
staff, could be made available to aee that 
the righta of all rellglona were fully main­
tained. Doubtless, the taak of carrying on 
this system, and co-ordinating 1t with 
Israeli and Arab secular admlnlatration of. 
the divided city, would be delicate. But lt 
1a doubtful whether the compllcatlona 
·would be much greater than thole involved 
in full U. N. control of the Jeruaalem area. 
In any case, good wW and aood sense could 
make the plan work, and no 1ntemat1onal 
arrangementa are proof agalnn the . lack 
of theae qualltJe,f 

New York World-Telegram 
THURSDAY, APRIL 7, 1949. 

Arab Refugees By Eleanor Roosevelt 
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e Arab-Israeli Conference at Lau. 
sanne is so deadlocked that there has been 
a suspension of talks till the delegates get 
fresh instructions. The air is. . .full al re­
criminations. The Arabs insist that the 
Israelis are ducking the United Nations 
resolution of last December 11 which said 
that the Arab refugees should be permitted 
to return to their homes and that this 
should be facilitated by the Conciliation 
Commission. The Israelis retort that the 
December 11 resolution is not so restric­
tive. They say-and they .are right in so 
saying-that the refugee problem was made 
all of a piece with a peace settlement, but 
that the Arabs will talk about refugees 
but not about a peace settlement. The 
effort to promote a meeting of minds seems 
to have put the Conciliation Codimission 
in a state of • exhaustion and exasperation. 

In the meantime the condition of the 
refugees seems to be worsening, and this 
is of concern to civilized society. There 
have been few tragedies in history com­
parable to the enforced. deprivation of 
domestic ties of millions of people by the 
war and by the subsequent transfer of pop­
ulatio~s. This applies to Arabs no less than 

. to Jews a_nd to the Volks~eutsch. Contrary 
to what some Israeli spokesmen say, many 
of the Arabs in Palestine were attached to 
their homes in Palestine, and they want to 
go back there .. It doesn't matter to most of 
them, contrary to what used to be said 
during the hostilities over Palestine, 
whether sovereignty is. Israeli or Arab. In-

- deed, they may have a preference for the 
new sovereignty of a people who have made 
Palestine thrive and prosper. Some of 
them used to work in the orange groves, 
and, with Israel short af such workers, 
would be helpful to reconstruction in the 
new state. However, the Israelis cannot be 
sure of the allegiance of all the refugees. 
Obviously there is a security or a fifth col­
umn problem involved so long as a technical 
state of war continues to exist. And it is 
by no means alleviated by the "second 
round" talk of the Arab press or by the 
Bevin decision to resume arms shipments 
to Arab countries. 

The prospect of a general settlement 
will recede if the present recrimination is· 
maintained. The key to ·Arab willingness 
to titlk peace is said to be some serious 
move by the Israelis to repatriate the • 
refugees. But they have made not one 
move, but several. What are they? On 
the record there are two: first, an offer to 
reunite broken families, and, second, an 
offer to take responsibility for the 250,000 
refugees coopedi up in the Gaza strip, about 
20 miles of coastline 4 miles deep, in 
return for that strip. In addition, in prin­
ciple they have agreed to validate the prop­
erty rights of the refugees and to unfreeze 
their bank accounts. Are these not serious 
offers while the war is still in a state of 
suspense? This is certainly the appearance 
they give, though they were tardy in com­
ing forth, and the acknowledgment of 
property rights applies neither to urban 
homes nor to uncultivated land. 

It would seem to us that since multilat­
eral negotiations seem to have bad no 
promising results, bilateral negotiations 
should be encouraged, and might begin with 
the issue with Egypt over the Gaza strip. 
Here is the locus of the greatest concentra­
tion of the refugees. Since Egypt and 
Israel came to an armistice when their rep­
resentatives were brought together at 
Rhodes, why not let them try to come to a 
peace agreement between themselves. There 
is no subject except that of the refugees 
which justifies any comprehensive nego­
tiations. Pressure in this direction, how­
ever, presupposes a united Anglo-American 
policy in the Middle East based upon live­
and-let-live and forward-looking develop-
ment that, unfortunately, still seems to 
escape the diplomacy of both countries. 
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EMBASSY OF ISRAEL 

2210 MA88ACHU81:TT8 AVl:NUI: 

WA8HINGTON 8, D. C. 

~ 
Hudson 4100 

April 25, 1950 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

Attached please find the promised memorandum. It is done 1 

ot course, in a hurry- and I was not even able tor ead it over. 
I just ask you., therefore, to excwse mistakes in typing or dic­
tating which might have occurred. 

I will call you in the course of the evening and should 
it be necessary, I am only too glad to see you tonight and add 
ray eJCplanations. 

Dr. Aba Hillel Silver 
Roosevelt Hotel 
Washington, D. c. 

mk/arg 
enclosure 

Sincerely yours., 

VV\ . I 
Moshe Keren 



April 2f, USO 

StDlll&RY ON ARAB RI-A1UIDIIJ.' 

r l. Almost a:multaneoualy with the end ot ftghting in Iarael, the defeated Arab state• launched a nt--UWIII\ pro~ which P'&ciuaU1' acquil'ed llOIIIDtlll both 1n r.apen ot . qualitl' and quantitT ot anaa involved. Foranost aaong the Arab state• 11 BOJ)t which spent almost one-third ot its budget for the ,-v 1949-SO, that ia, So,000,000 Baptian pounda (alllost '3-S0,0001000) tor the purchase of heav anument and the enabliablent ot an a,u 1.ndustr7. The arm■ acquired are ot ottenaiw character. '1'bay' include ~t nu»­bera of hea~ tank■, bombers, about 100 jet r;f.ghtera, guns of all calibre■, nanl an...fllt, eta. The chiet supplier tor the• aru ~s Oreat Britain, but otbar Buropu.n ocnmt.rie■, including Oerm.mJ7, have also sold both aru am araaent factories. 
. . 

2. The ottensiva character or the re-81'111D8nt is shown, too, bf the reorganisation which 1a undertaken at the same time 1n most ot the Arab arlli.e•• Again, EOJ)t ia fore­most. She ia establishing an armored dinllion in toraationa suited pr:tmarlly tor at­tack. Syria is _tondng aa armored brU&mJ Jordan, an armored ng1ment. 
3. It cannot be denied ·t.hat this tewrish re-u'IIIUlent am reorganisation con■Utute a Tery aerioua threat to t.he •ourity ot Israel. Israel•• land frontiers an extremely extended a• ia ita 88Ulx>re. It 1• wry wlnerable both to land attaclc and maritial blockade. The narrow strip ot sl.1ght]T more than ten lllilea which connects the northern and aoutbern parta of the coun1;1T can •ar:ll.y be cut. 

4. The Arab re-armament J1USt be •en, too, in connection with the policy of the Arab ■tate1. A continued propaganda ot hatred and illplacabillty' ia tl.ooding the Arab coun­trie• ·~d inciting public opinion. lot on]1'. ~•nt radio but o.ttioiala of high stand­ing took and take part in this ~paganda. It m.gh\ be mentioned in this connection that the tol'lllr llufti of Jeruaalem, the notorious~ ot Hitler who baa just been re­rind fraa political oblivion b7 the Arab League, Nnt a circular letter to the Arab COIIIJllUllitia1 ot the lJnited S~te• a In aontba ago1 admonishing tha •to NSUM the tightl. 
I 

S. Rot on~ the propaganda but the policy ot the Arab statea show how N110te tJiq are from 8rtT aincere wish o.t peace. They have constant~ declined to -enter into direct negotiations with Israel although the Ooftrnnent or :Israel has made this otter repeated­:q. Tbe7 haw peraiatentl.1' ew.ded the e:ttorte ot the Palestine Reooncillation CCllillission to neaotiate Nttlmenta. IIOreonr, thq have in the last ••aion ot the Arab Leap in ca1ro, succeeded in intimidating and frightening the o~ Arab ruler who appeared to be ready tor peace, Abdullah ot Jordan, into an ~on ot his negotiations with the Israeli Ooftmaent which shond until then all aipe ot suocesa. Through the threat to excluct. ew17 state which is uJdng aeparate peaoe with Israel tran the Arab IAague, tbe7 tried to bind AbdulJah•s hams tor tlle future. 

6. In api te of the Anlliatice, the .Arab states have continued their 1118&11UN■ ot blocJa­ade and econcaic warfare. Iraq baa retu.d. to re iOJ)en tm pipeline to BaitaJ the Sue• Canal Nlll&ina clo•d to the ahipaent ot ow, war •teriala and :IJlllaigranta into Israel. leedleaa to aq, no embanga ot truita, no pusing ot frontier■ bf touriata betnen Ie­rael and the Arab atatea taa1 place a■ ,-t. 

7. Serious~ perturbed bJ' thi• adnoi1a c"wldnation ot n ame:eeni; and retuaal ~ pew, the Israel Jaba-■ado~ 1n a letter to the Seont.i.ry ot IW• dated l'lllJruar7 13, l9SO, applied to the OO'ftrment ot tba Ub!.t.ed a.tea, •4'-t an end be Jn1t to tm sn z •nt• rue in the Kiddle laat am that, the ,mobeoJIH t1ow ot aTU to the Arab onntrie1 be atemed•. At the - '1.M, be r.qu.aW •that the OoftrDNnt of the thd.ted state■ lend ita ••ainanoe t.o enab1- Iarael to ~ in tm United state• thoae lag1Uute •w of •lt-dateme urpnt~ needed tor her NCurit,'•. !b1a ll tter Rill r•s:hw 1fi thout npq. • 



8. At the -• time, •ric•n public op1nion haa beccme increasingJ.7 mre • of tha danger to peace and stab1llt7 created b7 the re-enlll8nt of the Arab states. The nrst to direct hie attie,ntion public~ to this tact, wa.a Congrea..,.n Jrdt•, who wrote .a let,-ter on Deoe,mv 28, 1949, to tJia Sean~ ot State. Thi• letter ne ananred ~ tbl S.cretar,- ot state on Jam&17 16, 19SO, and the arpaenta ~ght forth in W-11 rep]J' have been repeated ainoe on wrous ocoaaiona by' the Department ot Stati am b7 the !ecretar,' hill•lt• In hia repq to Congreeaan Ja't'i.ta, the Secretar;, ot State aanctiona . the Ale ot arm.• to ~ .Arab ~te•• Hi• argmaents area 

1. The belicoN • • stataenta and warlillll pr.onoanaan'.nta "11187 nll haw 
been iladlli tor the purpose ot cicMnio conSU11ption•. 

2. .A.ccordipg to t~ intormat.1.~n available to the Ooft~nt ot the 
Um.tied Statea, no •aerioua -~• are being taken tor prepara­
tio~ ot. rennal ot . hoatiliU. ... 

). Theule ot aru b)" the Briti h QoTermant are in tultillJllent ot 
treaty arrangwnt~ which bind Great Britain to Iraq, Jordan and 

·Bgypt. 

' .4~ The NCuriV ot the Jl1ddle Ban aru 1• ot great illportance to the .. n, and it 1• de1irable that the• oountrl.e■ obtain ~an rell­
.abla am triendl.7 soiree• 1Uch ama aa they- 1111.7 need tor their legitimata aecurit7 requirements. 

' • S. The u.s • .1. aoverment ia oppoNd to an Ulllll8nt race in the ltidd~ 
laat. Ai'laa ahi~nt• should be liild:t.d to tm• necessary- tor 
the ~• ot M1.nta:Jn1ng in~ law and reaaonable require­
ment. ot Nlt-deteme. 

6. Should c,a.npr ot a renand war arlae, •the tld.ted statAa OoTern­
.aent, would be quick to uae all · 1 t• innuenoe in an at tempt to pre­
wnl such an enntualitJ' bot.II li'ithin tba tJnited States and outside"• 

9. It. is doubtt1ll _whether the• arguaents withatand crit1ci•• 

' . 

1. Tbt belioo• pz-opapma i• in 1.1De rith tha wrlib poliq ot the 
.lrib atatea. It. there.tore, cannot be taken llgbtg, and the 
cont.inu.ou inoit.-nt of public ~n llake• it alaoat iapo■aible 
tor the Arab Ooftnlllnt to c~ 1" poliey. 

< 

2. b n~ tact of ti. · ~nt oan be ~tad onJ.i u a pre-
, paraUon ttJr a aeoond round. the lnb ~te• are on the record 
a■ ban.ng attacbd Iarul 1lro ~ •&0• 

• • I • Great Bri'Uin 1• under no obliption to turniah moh 111.tra ■odarn 
az -'It a■ ~t plane■ and O.ntunon plinl• wbioh ba.,. been daftl­
opid alnaa tha oonolwiion ot the leoand Wal'ld •r• The._ uu are, ot ooar•, ot ·no nail apinn the qpaion ot a Mjor. po119r am 
tbl record of the Arab• ~ the 1aa World liar u wll •• tbl lat.A ~t nat.aenta ot bipen nnk:Snc Anb lel.d8ra ._ 

, that the Anba ~not be nlud lpm •• a1l1•• of the ._n•. 



,. 

S. Tba Ullillant race i■ ~ taldl\l plaoe in a om-aidad 111nner. 
It ia ObY.t.oua that the aru aoqu1nd are not DNded ~ •1n­
Wmnc 1nternal i. and ordar•. TbQ' an not required eitba­
tar •ll-dltenN •• the Arab stat.ea are 1D no ~ ot attack, am thl ottendw obaraner ot ta N anement ■bon that da-
tenae ia not tbl nal PD'PON• 

• 6. • 1 ... 1 ommt, ot cour•, trWlt 1ta INUrity to ta. &Ood mt.en-
• tiona ot tha tld.ted 11ationa or b Um.ted state•• Bitw _. 

pe~ bu taught it, that tbl w1l1' ot tba Seour1.t, CouDa1l 
p-1nd wr, alowq, aid it 1a 'id'/ dmb\tu.l ~ ibl 1Dtlmnae 
ot tbl Um.ted st.ate■ · oo..-1 ant 1• pa\ •nouab to prewnt, 'Iba 
iwwal ot the nr, it it ahould ni\ \he AIU lea••• In azv 
-• m Oovw1 mt oan re~ upon IIIDh n1■v and 1ndet1nit.e 
JJIMd • ot int.ernntioa. 

10. In ~ition to it■ application to the Uid:tad state,, the ~tot Im 1! 
ha■ triad ,to parcba• uu traa ONat Britain. 1'h1a appliu.\iQl •• oEtioiall'T nd'ued 
under the pretal that Great Britain could not •11 aru to IllrMl ae long•• there 1a 
no pew b..ta.aen her and thl Arab atatu. '!ha tact that -there i■ no peaae does not PN­
vant ~t Britain hal •ll1ng anu tne]1' to the Arab•, and its Ntwtal to supp]1" aru 
to IIINel u ~ u no pew bu been conoludld :la ~ l•• than a pt !• tor the 
Arab• not to enter into mp\1.at1om, becauae ••long• h pn1aant eitua\1.on peraiata 
tlw;r are · wr. iibat Israel w1l1 get no aru traa or.at BriWn. 'l'ba o~ ot tba 
.Arab• 1a, tberetare, ~ ana~ bT Hla Ka.Jut,•• OOIW'• nt. . ' . 

n. Bffin'• laten sw.twnt in tbl Bolilll ot cu I cm 1IIID\ .,. turt.mr t.lan that. HI 
• ~llld the colJAin1'¥9 nfwlal ot tbi Arab OaNr1mmta not to ooml.Dde pew. HI dai­

.tandad the~ ot Iraq not to open the pipellm al~ tJd.a retual ia ap:1n8' the 
d1rNt interesta ot CJN&t Britain bar•lt• Ha ..,.D aoq,d.aDd 1n the cloalng ot t.be 
sun canal to oil llh1199-ata .,.n t,houp an interlational pi-iJm.pla Tital to ON&t Britain 
ia imolwd. Illa inftterate inclination toward the Arab point ot v.l.•, and bia il]p. 
conoeelea d1al1Ja ror IIINlll ■balm bT hie grot.eaqua 1 erk t.bat Bil.ta wu orig1nal'.l1' al­
lotted to W Arab■, annot but enoourap the Arabs in their mplaoahiliV and cilm1niah 
tba hopea fm' p- and etabiliV ot the Jliddla F.aet. 

12. It •st be ngretted that tba Aaer1oaJl poliq ot c,pelU1' aancstiordng \ha Br.1.tiah 
■ala ot araa to tbil Arab• 1a wonlOioua]t 'blClcwin1 a tool of tbl ~ Offloe. rt 
ia bQond doubt that the United stat.a Ootl,rJ 111\ 1a ainaenq id.wested in peace in 
the IIJ.&n. F.,&at am tha\ the quiaWN and ltabili't7 ~ tbi.a Nli,GD 1a ODIi Ot the Mjor 
aw ot its pol107, hilt by its pun.,. ~--nae ot ONat IPitun•• ~•, it 
helpa to de.teat ite own purpo•, and in ••n1 thia Tital w iii P,1,'0loJWtd tunloil and 
arim. ~ 



EMBASSY OF ISRAEL 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

2210 MA99ACHU8ETT8 AVENUE 

WASHINGTON 9, D. C, 

~ 

Hudson 4100 

April 26, 1950 

Here is the second copy you asked for. At the same time, I 
enclose a memorandum prepared by Ur. Lourie on the same subject 
which might give you some additional points of interest. l must, 
however, ask you to return this memorandum of Mr. Lourie'a as I 
have no spare copy. It you are interested, I will have a copy 
made for you. 

Dr. Aba Hillel Silver 
Roosevelt Hotel 
Washington, D. c. 

mk/arg 
Enclosures 

Sincerely yours, 

:Moshe Keren 



llr. Jobn 8bamlD Cooper 
Dapai 111.unt ot state 
~, D. Ge 

., ctaar a-. 00ifWlla .. , 

I , 

It - a plMaure to - 70\l J98terdq and to haw bild a 
eba\ With 1GG• I WIid \ha\ T01I Ult INUns -..-. ~ 
able and *' -,oar- back ·111 liftlW 7011 1w WOllble. 

I • molotlilll baallb a 'bnat ■120:,ncle an \be IIUbjen 
wtdoh • · di~ -im lab natu, eapecd.ali,.. ~ an 
n--.1nce ONII\ In.tan bu Ntuad to ~ ... tD Ie-
111e1.· Gar GIIII .,.., '°' -· • tar1 manlaSDld a .S■Slar 
nutac11 • . !Ida• ot oour•, t.1da ~ ~ aid 

. dllap tba oono1u:t.on of p■I• tNat1N belit• Ieeal and 
b ~ Mllb mte .. D •IIOOUNII• hope• far.._ 
•oond rolllrl• and tor tbl 11,etttpld.on ot bodtll\1.H, wld.eb 
.....,.~oar.,vw u1\daeano\__.naru..,.... 1111 
ot 1 ... 1. ·. 

J 

oma oounw., .. Iba ft.HI• r••Olld• tm 11111r ... ot ·la­
-,..1. !ht A■,n-- JIIOP]e onan,billd'Wlf' appNIWd tbe N­
e8'ablill1111m ot \hi nate ot Iwl. Oel'M.1n]7 nw,OIJI 
1D our 0GIIDll7 l• • ..,. ,-p- 1n tbllt par\ ot the warlcl. 
'1'bll N...SDI of .. natN and t.ba Ntaa1. to 8UJIPl1' -
to Iwl .. ~ mt oancll1cd.w to 1til OCIDObia1aa ot 
P■••• Quite ._ owt.n:l7• It fNd8 1m cll.,_nate llop11 
ot tba iallww:!11:na .... tll9 Alaba and -- who ft1ul 
to NOODD1l.e \!w •1-- to t.ba .,..,...,_ f/1 the atate Of 
Illl'Ml. 

I and yn all 1111 pod WS.abN. 

Ml)n~,mn, 

AB BILIZJ, S[tnll 
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From New YorJs Post 
1-19¥ 2, 1950 

TO u DW 
I 

:Sy Dr. Frame Kingdon 

The w~s of the :British Foreign Office are alw~e a \«>nder to watch in much 
the same way as it is fascinating to see a wily real estate operator acquire extrt 
lots by the use of dummies to conceal his o~m. interes,. Fas~it.ating, but not endearing. 

The dummy in the present case is called Abdullah, an intri§ling little 
chieftain who managed to get control of a country contidning a~out 350,000 wander­
ing Bedouins which the kindly Foreign Office equipped ~ith a ntll-trained fightilll 
force called the Arab Legion. The Pashas cmr.mallding thi.1 army ,-.ere British, on 
the British Arm¥ payroll, up to and includ.in& the onomatopoetio i1-lubb Pasha. In 
the books of the Foreign Office, the Bedouins were nothi~g, Glubb was a desert 
expert. the Arab Legion was a valuable frontior force, eJ.d Abdu.llu ,-m.s a King 
and no people know better than the llritish how useful a king can 'te, provided 
he takes guidance with docility. 

The real estate for which the Foreign Office had a hSJ1teri~ was called 
Palestine. The obstacle was an obstinate people who refused to hand over the 
deed. Instead. they drove out the British bailiff's and the!!. beat back the 
neighbors the British set on them. The only force in the neighborhood left in 
shape to make life uncomfortable for the people who woul4 not surrender was the 
Arab Legion. 

" 

It moved across the Jordan and possessed some of the land including the Old 
City of Jerusalem. The Foreign Office still had the idea it mi,ght drive the 
embattled defenders of their farms and cities into the Uediterranean. When this 
dream was exploded. Abdullah, under orders, called for an armistice. His -idea 
was to draw a long breath and recuporate for the final drive to tbe sea. 

His only difficulty turned out to be tbat the people of the land got thei-r 
breath first, and when he renewed his attack, they struck with sucl:. force that 
he knew he could not even hold the Old City. Seeing his peril, the Foreign Office 
Jumped to his aid with a pious appeal to the United Nations to inte1vane, and 
fighting stopped with the little chieftain still holding both sides ~f the Jordan 
and still in Jerusalem. 

The Foreign Office now was in a quandary. It clung to the idea of controllin; 
Palestine, but in the glare of the United Nations it could not be quite crass 
enough to tell Abdullah to ennounce that he would at Ollce annex what he had 
occupied by force. So it instructed him to be patient, until the sagacity of 
Whitehall had figured a more seemingly respectable procedure. They fina!ly 
evolved the i1npeccable device of a referendum which, strange to relate, resulted 
in the people of the land watched by his army asking to bf i!lcluded in his kingdom. 
With this vote to support him, he annexed the land he occupied. 

This done, the Foreign Office approved his action and accorded him full 
recognition as king, undoubtedly by the grace of God. At the same time, having 
their puppet well established on the borders ot Israel and in possession of the 
Old City, they extended full recognition to the government of Israel al10. 

The net outcome is that the Foreign Office is back in Palestine with an army 
it co~trols on Israel's most exposed border and dedicated to asauriag that Israel 
shall not enlarge its territory. Not having been able to prevent Israel from 
coming to birth, the Foreign Office has Qomprollised by keepizag it within range 
of its guna. 
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From the 
JTA Daily lTews :Bulletin 
l-itq 2, 1950 

EGYPT DEi'IlU TELY ABltING :roR OFFENSIVE AGAINST 

JEWISH STATE• UILI TARY COti,iANDER SAYS 

!EEBSBEl3A, Israel, II~ 1. (JTA) •- The nature and quantities ot 

weapons presently streaming from :Britain to Egypt leave no doubt about 

Egypt's offensive intentions, ~rigadier Yigal Allon, former commander 

of the Israel armed forces in the Negev, southern part of Israel, 

declared today at a reception given for military correspondents. 

~rigadier Allon said that defense of the Negev can be organized 

only by establishing a close network of Jewish settlements in that 

part of the country, whiQh borders on Egn,t. 

* 
* * 

• 



SUGGESTED FOBU :roR llESOLUTI ON .Ql!. ABUS 

WHEREAS it is known fDom reliable sources that arms of a quality 

and quantity indicating intended use beyond the purpose of internal 

security are being supplied to the Arab states in the 1-Iiddle East, 

most particularly to Egypt, by Great Britain; and 

~S th.is Arab rearmament by Great Britain has the acknow).edged 

approval of the United States Government; and 

WSl1BEAS at the same time, Great Britain bas denied Israel arms 

for its defense: and 

WHEREAS the Arab League has proclaimed its intention to o,:-ganize 

a united economic and military front of all Arab states against the 

struggling State of Israel; and 

WBEBEAS we are convinced of the genuine concern of the United 

States for the peace and security of the Middle East; 

THEREFORE l3E IT RESOLVED that we_, _____ ,.._ _____ _ 
(name of organization) 

in meeting in _________________ do ce.ll upon the 
(place) ' ◄ (date) 

United States to implement its proclaimed concern and desire for 

peace in the lU.ddle East by providing Israel with arms to defend 

itself thus leading its strong influence to the maintenance of 

peace in the Uiddle East• 



• J j l 
MEUOIWmUlt 01q BEAmWJIENT. OF MIDDLE EAST COUNTRIES 

The Security Council embargo on the shipment of arms to the ltiddle East 
was lifted i~ August, 1949. Since that time the Jritish Government, with the 
approval of the United States Government, has been shipping arms in considerable 
quantities to the Arab countries. According to authoritative sources, these 
shipments have included jet planes, heavy tanks, four-engined bombers, sub .. 
marines, destroyers, corvettes and heavy artillery. 

These large shipments of arms to the Arab countries have caused considerable 
apprehension in many quarters which view such action as a prelude to the resump• 
tion of warfare in the 1-Uddle East. At ~est, 1 t has made exceedingly d1ff1cul t 
the signing of final peace settlements to replace the existing armistice arrange­
ments between Israel end the Arab States. Arab leaders who have found it diffi­
cult to acknowledge defeat at the hands of Israel are threatening a "second 
round" against her. Their reluctance to make a just and final peace treaty 
grows in direct proportion to the amount of war potential which they receive 
almost daily from Britain with American approval. 

During the past months many segment$ of American public opinion have 
registered their strong disapproval of the policy of our Government in sanct­
ioning the British action and for our own willingness to provide the Arab States 
with war materiel, while denying such materiel to Israel despite its request 
for such arms. In defending this policy, Secretary Aoheson has stated: 

1. Arms are being supplied by Britain to the Arabs in 
line"1t~ existing treaty arrangements; 

2. These arms are solely for keeping tnternal order: 

3. The Arab States must be armed to resist aggression 
in the ltiddle East;·~ 

4. The u. s_ Government is u,nable to act favorably on 
the Israeli request because of the shortage of such 
materiel and because of our own treaty arrangements 
with other countries tmich must receive priority. 

. Even a oursory examination of the above statements reveals their super-
fic\ality: 

1. Whenever the interests of world peace are paramount, 
treaty arrangements between individual countries have been 
brushed aside. The sam~ treaty arrangements in existence 
toda, between !ritain ~d the Arab countries were in exis­
tence in 1948 when the United Nations or4ered azi. ar~s 
embargo to the I-Iiddle East. There was no valid reason 
why that embargo could not hav~ been continued until the 
peace treaties were signed. There is no valid reason 
today for not re-imposing that embargo. 

2. The type and quantity of arms being delivered to the 
Arab States hardly substantiates ~-tr. Acheson's olai?Q that 
those states are being armed solely for keeping internal 
order. The h~aV1 ~1i1tar:, bud.gets adopted by the Arab 
countriea also belie this contention. 
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3. If. as is claimed, the Arab States are being armed by 
Britain and the United States to resist foreign aggression, 
presumably the Soviet Union, wey should the same argument 
not epply to Israel? .Is it not equally important to keep 
the Soviets out of Israel? How loug could the Arab States 
be expected to resist the Soviet Union once it had gained 
a foothold anywhere in the Mici.tlle Bast? The sober fact in 
the s1 tuat i.on is that no amount of arms sup11lied to any or 
all of the count ::--ies of the ~:iddle East could hold off the 
Soviets for any length of time once it has launched a major 
attack. 

It may be appropriate also to remind those \'rho shape our 
forei.gn pol icy of the unr.elia'bili ty of the Arabs as allies 
in time of crisis. Dur·ing Wc,:i:ld War II it was the Jews alone 
in the Uidci.le Ee.st who fought side by side uith the democracies 
while the Uufti and his cohorts were acti-v-ely aiding Hitler. 

4. The American Government in the past has made it a policy 
of respond:ug to the aypeals of tho~e democratic countries 
which may ·(;e threc.1.tened by fo-r&ign invasion. !Tow that Israel 
has aaked for sP.•~h helr • 'lt:hy is it that our Gover.1ment sud­
denly finds itself short of the necessary war equipment and 
has decided to grant priority for this equipment to other 
countries? 

The foregoing brief review end analysis leads us to one conclusion: the 
forces in Britain who are interested in 1r:olonging chaos eud confusion ia the 
Uiddle East - and unf.ortunately those forc&s seem to have gaine6. the upper hand 
in our State Department - are bent on the resun~tion of werfare between Israel 
and her neighbors. 'I·hey thereby mistakew.y hr;pe to salvage the position of 
the foreign business interests which the;,-represent as well as the position of 
the tottering Arab rulers which this last-ditch effort is meant to bolster. 

An aroused Amet-ican public opinion cen yet avort this threat to the well­
being of the millions of pe.>ple in the Hiddle East as well a.s erase the sore 
spot which may yet involve the world in a. glQbal war of destruction. 



• 

SUGGESTED FORM 1OR WIBETO 

PBESIDENT TR011IAN, SECBETARY OF STATE ACHESON, I 

§ENATORS, RRBESDTAtIVES 

WE _______________ RAISE OUR 
(name• of organization, place, date) 

VOICES IN PROTEST AGAiliST J.2'J?R0Vlw l3Y UNITED STATES 

GOVERNHENT OF l3RITISH POLICY OF ABUiliG .ARAl3 STATES 

AND ITS REFUSAL OF ISUEL 1S PLEA FOR DEFENSE ARHS 

S':OOP IN FACS OF ARA:B wm1u THBEATS AND ARA» 

LEAGUE ORGANIZING OF UNITED ECONOUIC AND MILITARY 

FRONT AGAilTST STRUGGLUlG STATE OF ISRAEL WE SHARE 

OUR STATE DEPARTUENT I S COliCEBN FOR PEACE AlID • 

SECURI!rY IN lUDDLE EAST :BUT VIGOROUSLY ASSERT THAT 

ONLY :SY PROVIDING ISRAEL ,·TITH AE1IS TO DEFEND ITSELF 

CAN THE PEACE OF THE HIDDLE EAST :BE SUCCESSFULLY 

UAilTTAINED STOP WE CALL UPON YOU TO USE YOUR GOOD 

OFFICES TO THIS END STOF 



'PIESS RELEASE 
fro■ AMERICAN ZIONIST COUNCIL 
342 Madison Avenue • New York 17, N. Y. 

MUrray HIii 2-1160 

Constituent Organizations 
Zionist Organization of America 
Hadassah 
Mizrachi Organization of Am•rica 
Labor Zionist Organization of America-Poale-Zlon 
Zloni1h-Revi1ioni1t1 of America 
Hoshomer Hotzolr 
United Labor Zionist Party ~4H 

FOR IMl-lEJ')t AT'E REW;ASE 

CONFERENCE TO PROTEST STATE DEPAE.TMENT1S ARAB ARMS POLICY 

---
AllERIOAN ZIOlUST COUl-!CIL CHA.aGES STATE DEP.ARTltENT 

str.BOBDINATES ITSELF TO :BRITISH INTERESTS IN MIDDLE EAST 

---
New York, H~ 3 -- The American Zionist Council, official spokesman for all 

American Zionist parties, will convoke a ~tional conference in Washington to 

protest the rearming of the Arab states by Britain and our government's conduct 

in thi's matter. 

In making this announcement today, Itr. Louis Lipsky, Council chairman, 

declared that his org@ization "will use all legitimate methods at its disposal 

to bring about a reversal of the position taken and maintained or the State 

Department." To this end the Council will seek the cooperation of all friends 

of Israel in the Untted Sta.tea -- Je~~ and non-Jews alike. 

Mr. Lipsky charged that "for all practical purposes our State Department 

may be regarded at this time as a partner in a cabal of states" which has its 

center in Cairo. These states are determined to recover "positions lost in the 

United Nations" and are i~terested not in maintaining peace in the Middle East. 

but in maneuvering tor control in the atfaire of that area, 

Our State Depai-tment • • role, said Mr. Lipaq,, in the struggle for power in 

the Middle Ea,t is be~ominc 1ncreae1Qgl.J obviouaa throuch its detenee of the 

(m9re) 



arming of the Arab states; through its failure to take seriously the recent war 

council of the Arab League, which has ruled out peace negotiations with Israel 

by any Arab state: through its attitude of indifference to Israel's request for 

arms, which has been taken under "advisement": and through its constant reasaur• 

ance that there 1 s no threat to peace in the Biddle East. 

Hr. Lipsky expressed the Couno11 1s view that "the leaders of our foreign 

policy have been maneuvered into a poQition of giving Britain the lead in 

Middle Eastern affairs and of backing to the hilt, without reservation. the 

anti-Israel policy of the Foreign Secretary of the British Governr+1ent. 11 

It is in protest against this policy that the Ame~ican Zionist Council is 

mobil!zing its forces and is calling its national conference in Washington in 

s~pport of the people of Israel. The American Zionist Council has directed its 

constituents to secure the effective cooperation of all friends of Israel in the 

emergency which now exists with regard to rearmament of the Arabs. Zionist 

groups throughout the country have been requested to reserve June 4th and 5th 

for the national conference in Waehington, D. C. 
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( Prepared by Arthur Lourie f 19 5 0 

MEMORANDUM ON R.EARlWIENT OF ARAB STATES 

On the 11th August 1949 the Security Council of the United Nations abandoned all 

previous restrictions on the sale and purchase of arms to the states of the Near Fast. 
-Israel opposed this course as premature, arguing that peace settlements between the 

.Arab States and Israel should be concluded before restrictions were abolished. The 
-------

United States, however, supported Great Bri tai11 in opposing this argument. The Secur­

cil Is em argo was lifted. The USA has clearly assumed both formal and moral 

responsibility for the consequences of that action. 

2 • These consequences have been grave• They may be summarized as follows: 

• 

(a) Great Brita.in has supplied to the Arab States, and especially to 

the strongest of them, Egypt, large quantities of military, naval 

and aerial armaments of the most modern types. These include jet 

planes, both bombers and fighters, tanks, heavy guns and warships.-
• J 

The military balance as between Israel and the ~ab States has 

been radically changed. 

(b) Great Britain refuses to supply arms to the state of Israel until 

Israel is at peace with the Arab states. On the other hand, Great 

Britain retuses to make its anns supplies to the .Arab States de­

pendent upon their achieving a peace settlement with Israel. 

(c) The USA has supported the supply of arms by Britain to the Arab 

States and has resisted the suggestion that these supplies shouJd 

be stopped pending an Arab-Israel peace settlement. 

(d) On the other hand, the USA has not authorized the purchase by Is­

rael of defensive arms enabling that country to meet the threat 

involved in the arms newly acquired by the .Arab States • 

.3. These consequences have on]Jr to be stated for their lack or equity to become im­

mediately obvious. It would be difficult to defend such an unbalanced policy before 

any public opinion concerned with principles of abstract justice. The disquiet eJQ-
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pressed by maey sections of American opinion., is therefore., both understandable and 

creditable. The policy which ensures that the Arab Sta.tea shall receive arms while 

Israel shall not becomes still more indefensible in the light of the following facts: 

(a) Military operations between Israel and the Arab States in 1948 were 

initiated by the Arab States and not by Israel. This is clear from 
. . 

the impressions of Arab leaders themselves and from the speeches of 

US representatives in the UN who described the Arab invasion as "ag­

gression of an international character"• Egypt attempted to destroy 

the State of Israel and seize its territory, whereas Israel has clear­

ly entertained no aggressive intentions towards Egypt at any time. 

Nevertheless the effect of US policy is that Egypt shall receive arms 

and Israel shall not. 

(b) Israel bas persistently attempted to meet the Arab States for the 

purpose of negotiating a peace settlement. The Arab States, while 

claiming far-reaching concessions from Israel in advance, still re- • 
• 

fuse to negotiate a peace settlement. The leading powers in the 

Arab League, and especially Egypt, · not merely refrain themselves 

from reaching a settlement with Israel; they also exert heavy pres-
. 

sure against Jordan whenever it attempts to make peace. The effect 

of US policy is, therefore, that we approve of the despatch of arms 

to states which re.fustl to sign a peace settlement with their neigh­

bor, while we effectively· de:ey such anns to that neighbor who has 

been so recently attacked., and is so patently threatened. 

(c) Israel has formally declared that it is prepared to renounce under 

a peace settlement any territory beyond its present borders. on 

the other hand, the Arab States have put t-orward and never renounced 

the most far-reaching territorial claims against Israel a.t'fecting 

the greater part of the territory ot that State. We, therefore, 
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give anns to those who have expansionist ambitions while withholding 

them from those who are prepared to conclude a peace settlement based 
on guarantees of mutual non-aggression. 

( d) While Israel leaders in all their utterances constant~ educate their 

own public in the doctrine of peace with the Arab world, Arab leaders, 
and especially royal circles in Egypt, continue to inculcate the idea 
of a war of revenge. This is no reason wey the US should favor the 
Arab countries rather than Israel as the recipients of heavy armament. 

(e) The good faith of the US is involved. In defending .AJJlerican action in 
the Security Council, our representatives stated first, that only arma­
ments required for minimum defense needs should be sent to the Arab 

states; second, that together with the lifting of the embargo 
1 

there 
should be an abolition of all blockade practices establishing during 

the war. Neither of these conditions have been .fulfilled. Arm sup­

plies to the Arab States are formidable, and not minimal. The Arab 

States still maintain their blockade of Israel, including the closing 
of the Suez Canal. 

S. In the face of heavy- Arab rearmament, Israel is obviously forced to rearm as best 
it can. The result is that the resources of the Middle Fast are all being squandered 
on armaments and are not available for social and econanic improvements. I£ this situ­
ation continues, the same conditions which undennined democracy in the Far East sem 
likely to prevail in tne Near East, and with the same effects. 

6. Efforts or US spokesmen to reassure Israel that its security is not threatened do 
not sound conyipc;ing.,. The position is that Israel is surrounded by neighbors which r ...... " 
fuse to make peace, which heavily rearm, which maintain a blockade, whl.ch engage in hos-
tile propaganda and which maintain expansionist claims against Israel. It seems tar­
fetched to suggest that a state in that position should not regard its security as being 
under dire threat. 
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7. Even if' it is true that the Arab States have no intention at present to attack Is-· 

rael, a feeling of definite military superiority may well give them that intention. 

Therefore, to the extent that the US permits a disparity to grow between the military 

resources or the .Arab States and those or Israel, it may effectively, though umri.11-

ing~, prejudice the chances of peace. 

8. Conclusion 

(1) Since the Arab States, especial:cy Egypt, have already received large 

ams supplies, Israel should be actively helped to improve its own 

defenses to an extent canmensurate with recent Arab reannaments. 

(2) Insofar as the Western Powers have been responsible for this Arab 

rearmament, it becanes all the more incumbent upon them to ensure 

that the Arab States negotiate a peace settlement wi. th Israel. It 

would be reasonable to withhold all .f'urther supplies until tb!y 

agree to reach such a settlement. • 
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MEM>RANDUM ON J;lEARMAMENT OF mE ARAB STATES 

I 

1. • The Arab countries are now acquiring heavy arms which far exceed the 

necessities of defense or internal order. Even before the Security Co·uncil 

voted to lift tlle arms embargo on August 4, 1949, there were reports of an 

extraordinary arma program in Egypt. As soon as the embargo was lifted, 

these reports were confirmed. 

2. The 1949-50 budget approved by the ~yptian Parl18.J?lent is fixed at 

187,457,280 Egyptian pounds, with income eatimt;l.ted at 157,827,500 pounds. 

Pa.rt of the deficit is to be financed from fundS provided in 1948 under "a. 

special unexpended allocation" for tlle Egy,Ptian army. 

3. One-third of this budget -• the ext1·aordinary sum of L62,ooo,ooo 

($178,560,000) -~ is for rearmament. 

4. 'l'hua before the l:tfting of the arms embargo on June 9, 1949, the 

United. Pl"esa reported that England had decided to lift the embargo and on 

June 18, 1949, the M:mohester Guardian coml!lented: ----------
"The ~ecis1on of the Britisll Governmen·t to renew her 

supply of arms to the Arab countries, while Lausanne 
talks are Qarried 0'1t, sounds like a. thtteat." 

5. On September 4, 1949, afte.r the arms embargo ,rae lifted, the ;Beirut 

Broa.dcaetiBS Station announced: 

"DuriIJg the Faleetinian war an arrangement had been ~de 
to purcha~e several war ehipe. The embargo detained the 
sending of the ships. Now, the eml;,a.rgo being lifted, 
the ship, are d,ue in Egypt . One ~hip j,e na,rbored in Mll ta 
and 1a ready to le$ve tor Fgn,t. Three c:>tJser ships a.re 
etill in British portJ and will be leaving far EST.Pt soon.'' 

6~ • On October 17, 1949, the London correspondent of El .M1er1 r,ported: -
"A British eou:rce indicatea the anQS purcbaee of Emt in 
Britain to be woJ;"th t~e sum of IL.1.5,0001000.'' 
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7. Ten days later, October 27, 1949, the London Daily Telegrap~-said-: 

"It was announced here today tlla,t the Egyptian Govern­
ment has approved the purchase from Britain of sixty-
one military aircraft. Thie total is stated to comprise 
forty api tf ire models~ nine Hal:tfaxes and twelve Di-113 
night fighters, which ,,ere regarded here as a new type 
and hardly considered yet in the production stage. 
Egypt bas a m1lttary mission at present in Britain. 
Spitfires are already in extensive use in the Egyptian 
Air Foroe which ia cooperating today with the R1'3 in a 
maJor exercise for the defense of the Suez Canal. The 
prospective purchases from Bl:'ita1n are part of a plan 
approved in May to spend about 53,000,000 pounds sterling 
on military equipm.ent, including an armoured di vision and 
an auxiliary air force. 'l'he Egyp~ian Government' a inten­
tion to establish a factory in Egypt for the manufacture 
ot 'fighter or Spitfire' pllUles and the agreement for 
this having been reached 'with o. foreign government• 
were announced in the Senate he:s:·e in Ju;Ly by the M:J nieter 
of war and Marine Hayd,ar Paalia. The proportion of the 
cost of the aircraft from Britain that may be assigned 
age.ine·t Egypt 1e sterling bal~.ncee 1a not ll18nt1oned.'' 

8. On October 311 1949, the Oversea.a News Agency reported from London 

that the Egyptian airplane purchases include Vampire Mark Thi1·d fighters 

which have a range of lo80 mile a, maximum e:peed of 580 miles, top ceiling 

of 37 1 000 feet, and equipment of foui~ canons, .Another type of plane purchased 

by the Egn;>tians -- the Venan -- is still on the secret liat, but ie reported 

to be superior to the Vampire Jet! 

9. Thia was confirmed on November 14, 1949, when the New York Tililes in 

a dispatch from London reported that an Egyptian purchasing· mission had re.­

oently visited Britain and contracted with the DoHaviland Aircraft Co., Ltd., 

for a substantial order of Jet fighter planes of the la.teat and ewiftest model. 

It wae unofficially reported that the )'.Jlisaion ~d contracted for five ful~ 

squadronr:, of Vampire Jet plane~ with all the necessary parts and spares •· 

perbape 75 or ~ore -- at a coat of about IL301000 each. These are to be 

developed by ~arly 1951. 

10, On November 1', 1949, the Nev Yorlc Post reported in E$ dispatcb frcn 



London that the Egyptian purchasing miae1on wae placing orders for $45,000,000 

worth of artillery I jet aircraft, infantry equipment, and sea torpedo craft. 

11. On November 18, 1949, the New York C9D1Eas! reported in a dispatch 

from London that the ESYJ?tiana had signed a contract for immediate delivery 

of three more frigates from the British Navy, bringing Cairo's purchases up to 

six warships -- three of which had been delivered. These sh:1.pa, built between 

1941 and 1943, have two 4-inch guns and ten anti.aircraft suns, and ai~e equip­

ped with an anti-submarine weapon. Three ships delivei·ed to the Royal Egyptian 

Navy have a displacement each of 1,470 tone, croTying six 4-inch guns and ten 

smaller guns. They have a complement of 180 men. 

12. On January 25, 1950, a apokoeman for the Government of Israel in Tel . 
Aviv said that the Egyptian Govei·nrnent was also purchasing submarines, large 

quantities of tanks and artillery, as well ae tens of thousands of automatic 

rifles, mush of this in the form of Americ~ war surplus in Euro:pe. 

13. Egypt is not the only country involved in this rearmament program. 

On Septe•ber 6, 1949, Emir AJ.•aelan, Lebanese Defense Min.tater., was quoted by 

Reuters to the effect that Iebanon had recently received from five to ten 

training planes from Engl~d, and that another shipment was expected by the 

end of the month. On Jani.iary lO, 1950, the BE>irut Arab1o Radio repo.rted that 

20 aircraft had been aent from Egypt to Syria and another 20 wo\tld be sent 

shortly. 

14. The Middle East Bi~oadcaating Station annqunced on October 6, 1949: 

"The SJrian Government is contacting the ~1t1eh a,irqraft 
manufacturers in order to buy from the;m. airplanes. The 
Syrian Government also intends to send to England Syrian 
pilota to learn to pilot the Jet airpl~ea." 

15. On November 6, 1949, the United Press reported frCQ Waalµngton that 

Middle Eaatei~ countries -- Saudi Arabia and others ... had approached the 

United States for military aid and were seeking to part1ci~te 1n the 



-4-

$1,3141 0001 000 military assistance program. 

16. le.nifeetly, equipment of such range and striking power, as well as 

the armement plant recently purchased by Emt fran Germany, France, Sweden 

and Italy, are intended far mare than internal order and security. While 

it is conceded that there may be internal unrest in Egypt -- the inevitable 

consequence of poverty -- the people are imarmed. Jet planes and tanks, 

destroyers and submarines are not needed to subdue them, 

II 

17. It will be recalled that when the Seouri ty Council voted to lift 

the arms embargo on August 4, 1949, there was widespread concern lest an 

armament race develop in the Near East. Israel's representative, Aubrey s. 

Eban, told the Council: 

"If the 1•estrainte imposed by the Security Counc:ll are 
entirely lifted and large-ecale rearmament becomes the 
policy of Arab States, the Near East must becane the 
scene of an armaments race. We ask our eel vea whether 
the newly won peace is already ao stable and so firm 
that it could easily survive the strains of that can­
pet1t1on. The Security Council must take the reepone1-
b1lity of answering that question. For our part, we 
have no hesitation in saying that the most elementary 
prudence re~uires the maintenance of the Security 
Comicil1s present arms policy. It is because ve regard 
the armistice agreements as a highly notable and signi­
ficant achievement that we urge the utmost caution on 
behalf ot their preservation. 

"The fact that the truce observer machinery is no longer 
to exist does not prevent the Security Council fran af­
fecting the ai~ policy of Member States b7 a clear 
mc:ral direct! ve. Such an authori tat1 ve ruling by the 
Secur1 ty Council would of 1 teelf', by the influence 
which it would exert on the arms supplying States, in­
sulate the Near East against the worst dangers of an 
armaments race • . 

"In urs1n8 the clear expression of the Security Oounoil's 
mature Judgment, my delegation is conscious that this 
policy also confarma with the seneral welfare of the 
Near East. We d,o not prof eas to unde:ratand hov, in the 
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existing social and economic conditions of that area, 
any gove1"nment can voluntarily wish to apply the 
greater part of 1 ta resources to the purchase of le­
thal weapons. The stability or democratic institutions 
tbrous}lout that l'egion can 'be assured not by competi­
tion in the purchase of arms, but by cooperation in 
the tasks of social and econanic development. Thia 
is the general doctrine which Iara.el upholds with re­
spect to the needs of i te regional environment. If the 
acquisition of arms is to be the main pursuit of all 
governments in this area, then in all questions arising 
between Israel and the Arab States the security consi­
del"ation is bound to assume tmdue weight., In these 
circumstances we feel that there is nothing to be lost 
and much to be gained by callir.g upon member States to 
maintain the existing policy of the Security Council 
with re ape ct to the supply of arms." 

18., Members of the Security Council ehared Mt-. Eban•e apprehension 

and there was general agreement that care and restraint must be exercised 

in the Middle East to prevent large-scale rearmament. 

19. The repi~esentative of the United Kingdom, Sir Terrence Shone, said: 

"In this co:onexion, there is one matter to which Mr. 
Bunche ref erred briefly, and to which Mr. Eban re-
f erred at greater length this morning, and on which 
I should like to make a bi•ief atatetJent. I ref er to 
the supply of war materiel. In this connexion, I 
would again einpbaeize what I believe 1a well known 
to members of th:le Council: the great respect which 
my government has paid to the requirements of the 
truce reeolution (8h23), despite o~ treaty obliga­
tions to A,:ab Sta.tea. We are anxious to fulfil our 
engagements to them. This, of course, does not mean 
that we wish anything in the nature of an arms 1·ace, 
to which Mr. Eban made allusion, to develop in the 
Middle East or ~here elee. Far ±'ran 1 t. Any 
supplies of 8.l."JDS which we may send would be for the 
internal secm·ity and defence requirements of the States 
concerned. These a.re legitimate requirements for any 
State, and, in so far ae the Middle East is concerned, 
are indeed essential to the normal oond.1 ti ons which we 
wish to see restored. We, for our part, would not be 
in favour of Middle Eaetei"tl States aoq\d.ring war 
materiel in excess of their legitimate defence require­
ments 1 and we believe the States themsel vee would not 
wish to exceed such 11m1tat1ons." 

20. Commenting on the statements of Mr. Eban and Sir Terrence Shone, 



-6-

Acting Mediator Bunche said: 

"Certainly, should an arms race develop in that area 
as a. result of the 1:,ft:tng of the existing injuction, 
1 t would not serve the intoresta of pe1--manent peace 
in the Near East . " 

21. But ~lr. Bunche pointed out that it would be impossible to maintain · 

the arms embargo without proper truce observation machinery. Continuing, he 

said: 

"In the absence of a firm injunction coupled with 
observatj_on machinery, the burden really seems _!i.,£ 
rest U!)O~~_afil_~~Il..!: ..R.£>~!2E...!2.1!h!l;..~~. 
S}nce there is no diearmament eclleme of uni v~rsa.l 
appl:lcation, it would seem that the Stateo of the 
Near East, ara all others, would now be entitled 
to import such war i::iateriala as may be necessary 
to their national security. 

"There are relatively few States in e. position to 
ship ams in large quantities. Declarations by 
arms-exporting Statos that they would refrain from 
shlpping heavy arms to any of the part:tes to the 
Palestine dispute in quantities clearly beyond. the 
reasonable security needs of such parties will ce~­
ta.inly be hel:!?ful and reassuri cs. In this rt:Jgard 
I have heard ~1th great interest the statement Just 
made by the representative of the United Kingdom on 
this subject." 

22. The statement of Senator Austin strongly affirmed Amei-,1oun opposition 

to a rearmament race, and he properly called for concentration of interest 

and concern in economic development, resettlement of refugees, the raising of 

atandarda of living. He e-tateq.: 

"So far as the United States is conc'3rned, it does 
not intend to allow the export of arms which would 
permit a competitive ai"m.8 r ,~ce in the area. Export 
!:!f arms to .!1?3-.:L~a of t~~ld should be~rictly 
ltilled to such arms as are within the eco~ of J.egi­
tinlate security requirement.a, ago.in 

I 

ae recommended 
1 

by Dr. Bunche. We hope that prudence will prevail 
not only among tho parties b\.\t among all pationa of 
the world which are :1n a position to supply arma and 
th.at tney will pursue a policy atmilar to that which 
we intend to pursue. 
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"It is e0eential that the resources of that area be 
used for peaceful purposes, for economic developn1ent, 
for the resettlement ot refugeee, and for the achieve­
ment of higher standards of living for the populations 
of the area. It would be tragic and wholly wrong if the 
resources of the area were to be dissipated in an un-
productive area race." • 

23. Mr. Chauvel of France said: 

"I do no·~ think that any count17 represented here, nor 
any other country, has ·the slightest interest in 'Wl­
leashing an armaments race in the ~ear E1at or anywhere 
else." 

24. These declarations surely must relll8.1n the settled policy of the great 

powers who are pledges to uphold the peace. Regretfully, the confidence ex­

pressed in Auguot can no longer be Justified. 

III 

25. It has been the hope of all friends of both the Jew1sh and Arab 

peoples tllat Israel and the Arab States would soon ffnd it possible to trans­

form their armistice agreements into final lasting peace settlements. It is 

the conviction of moat observers -- based on the successful negotiations of 

the armistice accords -- that aitch a peace settlement can be consummated if 

Israel and the Arab States can engase in direct negotiations. 

26. But it is olear that such negotiations will be retarded rathor than 

accelerated. if the balance ie upset in the Near East, if one side is rearmed 

and if the interests of the people are diverted to military channels. There 

are still war pa.rt!es in every Arab State who are eager for a eecond ro\md in 

which they can recoup their losses, remove the eti~"-l., and exculpate them­

selves from the reaponeibility, of their last defeat. 

27. It may be argued that 1 t is not the purpose of the Arab States to use 

their arms against Israel. Wba.t better evidence 1a available than the decla­

rations of the Arabs themselves 'l They axe being given the tools. They have 
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announced their intentions. They have no other identifiable enemy in eight. 

What basis is there foi· the belief that "the second round" is ~, in fact, 

in pre:paration'l 

28. Thus Egyptian Journalists have written freely of a renewal of hoot1-

11t1ee despite the conclusion of the Armistice Agreement, and high officials 

in Arab governments have made their views public. 

29. On Mu-ch 9, 1949, Mohammed Et•Tabi wrote in ~ .!\r Sa•A, a Cairo weekly: 

". . . the armisticc1 may posei bly be pe1~1ent, the Palestine 
problem may possibly be settled. And such a 'peace' may be 
l~et1ng, but this would be but an official Jleace between 
Governments, because tbe Arab peoples . . . will never make 
tneir peace with the Je1,Ta, but will continue to proclaim the 
blood feud between them, which they will recall ea.ch time 
tJ:,.e fate of the hundred.a of thousands of l"efugees at the 
hands of the Jews be recalled ... Thie the Arab people 
will remember to the end o±' time ... until Allah send.a a 
saviour. For a second Hi•tJ.e~.!ll _ _,yet ar~.ee .!~.J:!101:8 t~ 
Arab ;reoplee ~ . ..!:_hen, woe t .2-,!-E!..,.~,! •..• 

30. On May 14, 1949, one yeo.r to the day af ter the Egyptian forces had 

launched their unsuccessful invasion of Palestine, the AlJ1bur El Yam, a Cairo ------
paper of standing in the Court, wrote: 

". . . The Paleattne war ie not yet ov~r. Egyptian blood 
which drenched the soil of Palestine baa laid a path along 
which we are in duty bound to tread to clinch th~ victory 
for which our martyrs fousht." 

;1. ~apokeemap of the E5l[>tian Forei6!1 . .<!f.!2! was quoted on June ;o, 1949 

by the Near East Broo.dcaeting Station aa follows: 

''We are still at war with the Jews even though the Egyptian 
Army has ceased firing . • . " 

32. On Sept.ember 29, 1949, the Cairo weekly, ~ ~~, describing life 

ln Israel wrote: 

"Thia ie a short account but the enemy, agaillSt whom we 
fought b11t yeoterday and against whom we may still fight 
at any minute . . . the fight te not yet over . . . " 

33. In Iraq, government leaders constantly speak the langusge of war. Thus, 
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on M3.y 1, 1949, the Iraqi M1nistr1 of Defense assured the people that Iraqi 

br:J.gad.ea returning fran the Palestine war were comiug back ;merely to rest and 

to prepare for the renewal of the Holy War at some opportune moment in the 

future. 

34. The Foreign Minister of Iraq was reported by a Cairo daily, !! Ahr~, 

on Mly 4, 1949, as telling Parliament: 

"We must all unite in strong opposition to Zionism in order 
utterly to destroy it." 

35. On June 28, 1949, ~~ Baghd~ broadcast: 

"'l1he Jews are our enemies irrespective of how conciliatory 
they may be and 1rree~ect1ve of hm.? poaceful their inten­
tions. We shall never cease planning for the day of re­
venge, for the eeoond round, when the Jews will be dl~:f.ven 
from our a oil . . . " 

,36. On Se3>tember 10, 191~9, the same station tn its English translation 

stated: 

"The Arabs are determined to cont inue their struggle against 
Zionislll to the very end. Thia small group of a.dvent1..U1era 
and thieves will regret they ever roused the Arab people 
to open conflict ... " 

.3'1 • On August 9, 19h 9, Dr. Fadel Jamali, Iraq' a ~.!fi~9~1e Uni_t~ 

Nations, stated in Baghdad, according to Falaetin and the Near F.ast Broad-

caetln5 Stat1 on: 

"Unless the Ministries of Education in the various Arab 
countries plan now to educate a new generation of active 
youth who will not be satisfied with words alone, there 
ie no doubt but that the Arabs will lose the SE>cond l'Ound 

(of the war against Ierael) Juat as they lo&t the first . " • • 

.38. Similar talk of a second round canes from Syria. On June 27, 1949, 

Radio Damascus stated: 

"The Arabs have lost the firet round of the Palestine war be­
cause tmy followed the advice of the British and the 
Americans. They will not be so short-sighted in the second 
round ... We must inc:re&se O\U' military s·crength and build 
a large number of &mmun1t1on facto1~1ee. Then we lJba.ll be 
victorious and the Jews will be thrown into the sea. . , '' 



- 10 .. 

39. Even though the Syrian-Israel Armistice Agreement had been concluded, 

Al Nazzer, a Syrian daily paper, wrote on July 2.3, 1949: 

"We would say frankly to all the Arab States and to all 
the Arab people now that the curta.jn has finally fallen 
on what we hope to be the first round of the Palestine 
struggle -- may this armistice be of abort durution, 
during which t:lme we may endeavour to reinforce ourselves 
and increase our potential in order that we may destroy 
the dangers which surround us before they succeed in de­
stroying us . . . " 

40. In lebanon, foi~er Foreisn Minister 2 Camille Chamoun, told the press 

on March 22 1 1949: 

"The war in Palestine will be renewed sooner or later. 
The Arabs cannot rely on the armistice agreements with 
the Jews." 

>+1. And the pan-Arab newspaper, ~1--Kbay~, wrote on June 16, 1949: 

''We are at war with the Jews . • • And this war will not 
end until either we destroy the Jewish S"tate or the Jews 
succeed in cementing their borders from the Euphrates 
to the Nile and from the Red Sea to the Cedars of 11:Jbanon." 

IV 

42. If it is not the purpose of the Arab coimtriea to use these arms for a 

!!,2_ond assault ae;ainst Israel I then one must ask why are they be int3 rearmed at 

such fantastic coat? Is it the belief o:f the proponents of this rearmament 

:program that the Arab States can be regarded, as woi•tby and reliable allies of 

the democratic comitriea in the event of another world conflict? 

43. Paet experience answers these questions. In the second world wa.i·, 

Egypt remained a non-belligerent and although the country was invaded by 

General Rammella' forces, the Egyptian army remained paae1ve and the defense 

of Egypt was left to the British Army, including thousands of recruits from 

the Jewish population ot Palestine. It ie an ironic commentary that Bri tieh 

arms are now going to Fsypt and may be used against those who were the sole 
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allies of the democratic forces in the Near East in the la.et war. 

44. In Iraq in 191~1, Nazi forces seized control of the government and 

were finally eliminated only after a show-dawn with the British Army. Pales­

tine Jews took part in that action and they were active also to remove Nazi 

influence from Syria and Iebanon. Throughout the entire war, the Arab world 

remained aloof, although many of its leaders, like the former Mufti cf Jeru­

salem, were act:tvely on the side of the Axis and made their headquarters 1n 

Berlin. 

45. Can the democratic forces regard Egypt or Iraq, or any other Arab 

oountry, as a shield of substance 1n the light of the past record, and in the 

light of Arab weakness 1n the war in Palestine? Although their forces and 

their arms far exceeded those of the naucent state of Israel, they were 

quickly overwhelmed 1n battle. Does this type of alliance fit into the mosaic 

of democracy's defense? 

46. Quite apart from our nat~al feeling of sympathy for our Jewish kins­

metl in Israel, we deem it our duty as Americana vitally concerned about 

American policy in the Near East and American defenses throughout the world 

to express tne strongest misgivings on the military support of a dubious ally. 

The faat that it is Britain which is extending thie generous aid should not 

obscure the fac\ of indirect American participation, for it is surplus Americc 

~ eg.uieent that is beipg used tn maI\Y cases, and ,it is the United States 

which is tode.z ;erovidiES a.rxns for those eame countries which dtvert their 
I I -

stocks to the Near East. 

~7. For their part, the Arab Statee have an obligation to their Arab breth 

ren who, victims of the Arab aggreeaion against Israel, were forced to leave 

Palestine and who today are homeless refugees. If the Arab governments were 

disposed to expend their f,mde for resettlement projects, they would make a 
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constructive contribution not only toward tne regeneration of a people for 

whose misery they are primarily responsible, but in the development of their 

own under-developed countries. 

48. When one coneidere that the Arab States are called upon by the United 

Nations to contribute but $6,000,000 for the relief of the Arab refugees, a 

tiny fraction of the money that Egypt a.lone is spending far rearmament, the 

anti-social and wasteful character of the armament program becomes tragically 

plain. 

49. The people of the Near East must have peace. It is for the govern-

ments of the United States; United Kingdom, and other great powers to use 

their beat eff orta to ensure peace and tranquility in the Near Eaet so that 

its peoples may work together to raise the living standards of the entire 

area. 'ro plunge tbeae people into an armaments race ie to serve the cause 

of their impoverishment, debasement and deetruct1on. 
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