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PLaza 8-2710

August 20, 1948

The Honorable Trygve Lie
Secretary General
United Nations

Lake Success, New York

-

Honorable Sir:

On June 5, 1947, this Assoclation presented
to the Special Committee on Palestine a memorandum indicating
its rightful concern with reference to the fate of Catholics
and the Catholic Holy Places in the Holy Land. During the
intervening time, since partition was voted by the General
Assembly, there has been much bloodshed and damage all over
Palestine, with great human and material losses for both
Jews and Arabs,

However, during this period, there have
constantly come to us disturbing rumors of maltreatment of
Catholic persons and violations and desecrations of Catholic
Holy Places. While these have been denled or ascribed to
irresponsible groups, the Assoclated Press report of August 19,
dateline Jerusalem, reports specific charges made by Monsignor
Anthony Vergani, Vicar of the Latin Patriarchate for Galllee,
and tragically conflirmed from other authoritative sources,
against the Jewish forces as perpetrating "criminal acts
against twelve Roman Catholic institutions in Northern Palestine"
The report continues: "It alleged that seven churches, convents
and hospices have been looted by Jews and others selzed by
force. It expressed concern that the Jews might *start a
continued expropriation of ecclesiastical properties which may
have no small repercussions in the Christian world.'"

In view of this documentated accusation, the
Catholic Near East Welfare Association now respectfully requests
you, Honorable Sir, to institute an inquiry, through the medium
of the United Nations, not only regarding the outrages reported
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by the Assoclated Press above, but also regarding all
others of a similar nature in Palestine, and particularly
in the Jerusalem area. It is our considered opinion that
if these overt acts continue or are e xplained by ascribing
them constantly to irresponsible forces, then the entire
Christian world is justified in its apprehension over the
disregard of Christian spiritual and material interests in
the new born State of Israel.

We are certain, Honorable Sir, that you will
readlly recognise the validity of this plea and that it will
be accorded the consideration which it so richly merits.,

Respectfully submitted,

\ '7 T P ,V'n ' ///Q’ L?
(Vv Rev, Msgr.f Thomas J. McMahon

National Secretary
Catholic Near East Welfare Association
of which
Francis Cardinal Spellman
is
President,
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September 29, 1948

Rebbi Jesse Scuwarts

Executive Diresctor

Zionist Organisation of Canada
2025 University Stroet
Nontrezl, Canada

Dear RabLi Sclhwarss:

Tour commwmication addressed to me wes read to the members of the Awerican
Bection of the Executive of the Jewlsh Agency at 1ts meeting yesterdey,

You must realize, of course, that meither tae Americen Section of the
Executive, nor the whole of the Executive, has the suthority to appoiat
additionel members to the ExeculLive, This authority rests with the Actions
Committee and with the Congress, You must elso realige, I am sure, that
the American Section is not umade up sxclusively of representztives of the
United States,

u e reelise, however, that the work of the American Section would be
argely bemefited by having the advice and counsel of the Zionist leader-

ship representing the Zionist forces in Cenmada. ¥e are awvere of the great
services and contributions which Canadian Jewvry has made and is making
to cur common cause, Accordingly, the Awerican Section cordially invites
the United Zionist Council of Canada to designate a representative who
would attend the meetings of the American Section, This representative,
while of course not having eny vote, would have full freedom to participate
in the discussions and the deliberztioms of the American Sections Inasmmach
as the Rxecutive of the Jewish Agancy today is a coalition Executive
representing all Zionist parties, the representative of Osnada should
likewise have the approval ofu;if.ho Zionist groups in Canada.

u‘hillzodvuhu, I remain,
*ltcoﬂm,lymu,

Abba Hillel 8&3\3 Chajirman

Anerican Seetion of the Executive

Paris Jerusalem
e v Post Office Box 92
W. 77, Great Russell Street 143, Avenue de Wagram s .
szggi:l;:;w; ‘ge‘éN e London, W.C. 1 Paris (17e), France Jerusalem, Palestine

-as




i

5783 §

mwmm B3

Mmm i

mmm

] i
Wm

538852




Rabbi Armand E. Cohen

Park Synagogue
3325 Euclid Hts, Blvd.
Cleveland 18, Ohio

ly dear Armands

Knowing of your interest in the "Reconstructionist® recent
editorial, I thought you would enjoy reading the enclosed
letter of Mrank Cohen written to the Editor,

With all good wishes, I remain

Most cordially yours,




The Editor,
Reconstruotionist,
15 west B6th 8t.,
” !‘rk. ‘. Y.

Dear Sir;

I have read with amagement your editorial "A Tregic sreach of
Zionist Discipline”. Such sheer nonsense and oconfused reasoning 1 did
not expect in an editorial of the keconstructionist.

Jewish Agensy, as you correctly state, was created thru the same
legislation which ereated the Mandate. It was to advise end est with the
Wandatory powers It was created just because the logislators did not and
ocould not recognise the world Zionist Organisation as representing the Jews
of the worlde How then was it ever meant to be the "highest authority” of
the World Zionist Organization ?

As you state the Joewlsh Agenoy was to oconsist of Zlonists and non
Zionists, As tine went on this intent was bresched and non—7ionists were
ignoreds When this happened Jewish Agency logally was & nonentity, Rut
it still pretended to be a Jewish Agency representing all Jews and the world
was still misled by the misnomer. ("Whether the Reconstructionist previously
brought this to light, I do not know).

Today the Mandate is no mores The Mandatory power has abdicated,
Jewish Agenoy aotually has no funotion nor any legal 1ife. As you correctly
statg "It is a misnomer", yet for reasons best known to official Zzionism, the
term 1s still used to befuddle the Jewish and non-Jjewish world,

To keep Jewish Agency alive to oare for some unfinished paper work,
the Actions Committee of the world 7ionist Congress appointed the members of
the present Jewish Agency. Then by some obsocure process the "Jewish
became an "Agenoy Executive” and thru some unexplained transformation Jewish
Agency beomme "in fact the executive of the world Zionist Organization" and
this misnomer, Jewish Agenocy, is now "responsible to esarry out the purpcses
of the world Zionist Orgsnization”:i And so this misnomer and legally
non~existing body comes to Ue Se Jows, some of whom admittedly are non-—
Zionists and who also contridute to UesPshe, (in fact a great,great many non-
Zionists as even lire Vontor points out), to tell us whe should represent us
in UsPeAe ond what shall be done with our contridutions ! And if anyone
dare "to flout the authority” of this shiboleth "it is em aot of disloyslty
and rebellion”.

I wonder, disloyal to whom 7 A rebellion against what ? Disloyal
because for once they have dared to stand up to the bugaboo that you must




3 s Py |
S - 4
e
£

The Rditor, Heconstructionist. «2e Warch 4, 1949

condone any wrong for fear it might hurt a csmpaign ; (In itself & mistaken
notion for the harm is done actually by those who perpetuste the wrong.)
Was the schlussel system of lmmigration in the past a scandalous prectice
Jews ? You were not to mentlon 1t pudblicly, lest 1t might have
hurt the political oampaign to establish Israel, 1Is the schlussel system of
dividing funds colleoted from ALL Jows in the UesSe unfair ? You must not
breathe it publicly, for fear it might hurt a money oampaign. Is the
sohlussel system of dispensing soonomie favors, and destroying independent
business people wrong 7 You must not object, for fear ,UeSe citizens might
withhold their support. And so it goess FKeep gquiet . Lot the wrongs go
on snd multiply. Do not rebel i

Every institution in the 1.8+, charitable, religious or educational,
is sacrifiocing for the UsJeAe All refrain from ralsing money end willingly
subordinate their badly needed budget requirements. But an Israsli organ-
ization comes here, flouts the Usdeds, UsPeAs and every agreement made in au
UsSelAe and blithely leaunches a §10,000,000 sempaign on its own. nisloyal .

Shall UsSe Jows be dictated to from Isrmel ¢ The first attempt
was made by the World Union for Educations They sttempted to tell us here
how we should educate our children, I believe we have put a atop to this,

Now the attempt is made to tell us how we should raise our contrie
butions and who should spend them.

Next will follow that sinoe “the Jewish people are one people” and
"the world Zionist Organisation, its instrument", we in the U.Se will be told
from lsrael on what condition we can remain This dangerous practice
‘has already started, We begin to hear from these “"prophets®™, “Jews in
Diaspora do not count"y (exoept to raise momey for them);"Jews in UeSe will
face pogrome™; “Jews of TS must prepare to flee hnwh Israel®; "Jews
have no future in UsSe", (meaxwhile help these fear momgers omiemy )
etos, otos And I suppose when we Jews in Us.S. say to tham, &8s we surely
will and very soon, "reglster as foroign lobbyists so that you may be
recognised for what you are, and be treated accordingly®, we will then be
disomned as Jows, &s "nohh': ¥aybe they will even hire & hall and buwm
the U.8e Jow in offigy.

Sinee when does the Reoonstruotionist label onme disloyal to Jews
mbnbohmmtunbmormr

I do not know who is the suthor of this editorial, but I venture to
say that Rabdbi Abba lel silver has given of himself to the Jews, and will
continue to give as much as the authors And the same holds true for
Emanuel Hewman. ' :
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moummmymxmwmmmumv.s.u
take stook of their position.

More and more is 1t becoming apperent that we in the Uefie must
cease talking ebout Amerioca's responsibility to Jsreel, and begin to insist
that there exists & responsibility of Isresl %o Ameriocf.

why shouldn't the Reconsiructionist face the issue and expose the
problem.? Isn't this the nub of the whole controversy ? Are wo in the
Uefe to permit Isrmel, or sny group in Isreel, to dictete to the Jows of
the Usle ? Are we to permit Israel, or anygoup in Tstmel, to affect us
becsuse of their interpretation of what is a proper way of 1ife, even tho
it may be objeotionable and distasteful t0 a majority of UsSe Jows ¥

xnumugmthttbm’oc;hhmEmh. put sinoce
when is thtqminouwiwwmwmw.ormuMpouuoﬂ
pw,mthmtgnqormmlxmll

ten’t it time to recognise that ALL Jews helped create Israelj
that ALL Jews have & stake in Isresl; that ALL Jows will be held responsible
for what ;;;muhxmolgmdwtwmmuoso.bounnmﬂn
hmntMmﬁinﬂm&lJuhhMyhthd,wﬂhmlwgm
be most affected by what goes on in Tsreel ?

ghould not we applaud and back up those "pebels™ who stand up and
uymmﬁswmuxwl.umtmmmtudmvithmun-
tributions to Israel, be 1t money or effort and energy
comes forth from
in the past of

Wuummmwmu'mw'um
frionds and false to its privoiples, and becsuse of its powor of opinion,

is misleading Uste Jows when it does not "pobel” against such destructive
- abuses. ;

A Reconstructionist editorial oalling & "Rebel" disloyal.  What
but a Rebel is every Reconstruotionist ? perate Rabbi Abda Hillel Silver
and Pmanuel Newnan: You should send them & membership application end
m-u—-m«rmuu-‘mmmmtm
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FRANK COHEN
88 CENTRAL PARK WEST
NEW YORK, N. Y.
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