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Dear Friend: 

s. P. BenaJJ\Y' 
334 \·1 est Peachtree Street 

Atlanta 3, Georgia 

May 6, 1948 

Enclosed you will find a copy of a letter 
which I have sent to Horris l•argulies, the Secretary 
of the Committee for Progressive Zionism. I felt that 
you would be very much interested in what. I had to say 
on the subject of the letter. 

M/ 
(Enc.) 

With kindest personal regards, I am 

Sincerely yours, 

(Signed) 

s. P. Benamy 
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COMMITTEE FOR PROGRESSIVE ZIONISM 
WITHIN THE 

ZIONIST ORGANIZATION OF AMERICA 

HOTEL DIXIE • 250 WFSl' 481m STREET • NEW YORK 18, N. Y. 

June 71 1948 

Dear Rabbi Silverz 

In connection with the Fifty-First Annual Convention 
scheduled for the July 4 week-end at Pittsburgh, I earnestly 
hope that you will be represented by a i'ull delegation. I 
am sure you realize that this will be a most important 
Convention, and every district therefore should be repre
sented to its tullest numerical strength. 

In the event, however, that you are not in a position 
to send all of the delegates that your membership entitles 
you to, I beg leave to respectfully suggest the Zionist 
personalities comprising our officers and Executive Committee 
who are prepared to go to Pittsburgh and serve as delegates 
from your district. 

Should 7ou choose one or more of the Zionists named 
on this letterhead aa 7our representative, he, or they, 
will, following the Convention, either personally or in 
writing submit a report to you on the Convention proceedings. 

I hope that 7ou will give favorable consideration to 
rrry suggestion and notify the Z.O.A. Election Board ot any 
name or names that you have chosen from this list as dele
gates representing 7our district. I would also deeply ap
preciate if 7ou will drop me a note stating what action you 
have taken on my recommendation. 

With Zionist greetings, 

Rosenbloom 

P.S. This colDDl\Ulication is ad.dressed to all Z.O.A. district 
chairmen and secretaries. lill appreciate it if you 
will call this communication to the attention of your 
District Chairman. Thank you. 

C.J.R. 
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EDITORIAL 

SOME VIEWS ON ISRAEL'S TRAGEDY 
Count Bernadotte, Palestine Mediator for 

the Security Council of the United Nations, 
was murdered on September 17th in J eru
salem, the day after he had forwarded what 
was to be his final report on his mission. The 
perpetrators of this senseless crime were later 
acknowledged to be a segment of the Stern 
group. The Israeli Government immediately 
took steps to apprehend the criminals and to 
take action against their principals. A curfew 
period was imposed and laws were approved 
authorizing the Government to deal vigorously 
and radically with all terrorist groups. The 
Stern group was outlawed. Several hundred 
of its members were taken into custody. The 
crime was denounced officially by all Jewish 
bodies in Israel and abroad, headed by the 
Government and including the Irgun group. 
This record of condemnation and action taken 
by Israeli authorities was registered with the 
Secretary General of the United Nations. An 
oral statement was made to the General As
sembly of: the United Nationg_ The attempt 
made by ,Dr. Ralph Bunche, taking the place 
of Count Bernadotte as Mediator, to place 
responsibility for the crime on the Israeli 
Government was sharply condemned in Israel 
and in the United States by Dr. Silver, head 
of the American section of the Jewish Agency. 

An Injury to Zion 
It was obvious that this crime was hurtful 

to the Jewish cause. The Anglo-American al
liance, the hidden authors of the Bernadotte 
Report, were prepared to make the most of 
the murder to force the acceptance by Jews 
of further concessions to the Arabs, notably 
the giving up of the Negev, which would re
duce the Jewish area from five thousand 
square miles to two. On September 22nd an 
Arab group ambushed a United Nations spon
sored Jewish convoy going from Tel Aviv to 
Jerusalem and killed an American technician 
and three Jews. No notice was taken of this 
breach of the truce and this political murder 
on the part of either the American or the 
French representatives in Paris. 

Count lernadotte's Proposals 
The murder of Count Bernadotte hurt the 

Jewish position in Paris greatly. The repre
sentatives of the Israeli Government, headed 
by Mr. Shertok and Major Eban, are actively 
engaged in counteracting the use made of this 
murder against Israel's interests. We have 
herewith Count Bernadotte 's proposals. They 
indicate the provocative character of Count 
Bernadotte 's activities during the past few 
months, their amazing similarities to the 
Morrison-Brady report, which in no way 
affects the universal condemnation of the 
crime of his murder. 

The slain Mediator made the following 
proposals: 

A) Peace must be restored by every "feas
ible'' measure ; 

B) There is no sound reason for assuming 
that '' a Jewish state called Israel' ' will 
not continue; 

C) The boundaries of Israel must be fixed 
by the United Nations if the parties in 
dispute fail to agree; 

D) The Resolution of November 29 (i.e. 
the resolution which was the last defin
itive laying down of policy by the 
General Assembly) shall not control the 
boundaries, but rather the boundaries 
must be revised by adherence to the 
principles ( ! ) of geographical homo
geneity; 

E) The right of innocent people uprooted 
by war to return to their homes and to 
obtain compensation must be acknowl
edged. 

F) Jerusalem must be accorded special 
treatment as an international area; 

G) Human rights and boundaries should 
be internationally guaranteed. 

It will be observed that the only point spe
cifically a concession to Israel was the ac
knowledgement of its existence. Every other 
point was either a general moralization or was 
designed to operate against Israeli interests. 

Negev Excluded 
In addition, he proposed the exclusion of 

the Negev from Israel and the inclusion of 
Galilee, the exclusion of Ramleh and Lydda, 
the allocation of the Negev to Transjordan, 
the internationalization of the Haifa Port 
and the Lydda Airport, and sundry min!
points. 

By now the main implications of the Berna
dotte Plan are well understood. It has at least 
a sweeping thoroughness. All the problems 
which have perplexed previous students are 
brushed aside in a rush to satisfy the original, 
primary interested party-Great Britain I 
Israel is affronted and the Arabs frustrated 
by the shift of the Negev to Transjordan
to whom the area is utterly without use. The 
move is easily understood when the design to 
place the area under the military control of 
Great Britain's puppet, Abdullah, is posited. 

U. S. Support for Plan 
The day following the report, Secretary of 

State Marshall announced that the United 
States would press the General Assembly of 

the United Nations for acceptance of the 
Bernadotte Report. Within two days, Zion
ists leaders joined in vigorous denunciation 
of Secretary Marshall's stand. Thereupon 
Foreign Secretary Bevin likewise accepted the 
Bernadotte Report with satisfaction as indeed 
he had a right to do. 

Some Press Views 
Writing in Th~ N atwn, Miss Freda Kirch

wey from Haifa called attention to the utter 
dismay felt in Israel by the brutal and irre
sponsible act which permitted members of the 
U.N. mission, Dr. Ralph Bunche and General 
Aage Lundstroem, to use language immedi
ately to throw suspicion on the Israeli Govern
ment itself. Bartley Crum summarized other
wise little known facts about the assassination, 
namely, the strange conduct of Bernadotte in 
:fl.outing a private tip-off of the assassin's in
tentions, the threat of U.N. mission personnel 
to '' make the Jews pay,'' the disregard of 
Countess Bernadotte 's request for a quiet 
funeral in favor of a circus at Paris, and the 
determination of Israel's enemies to turn 
Bernadotte 's death to their advantage. 

Finally, after first recriminations, in which 
Rabbi Silver stated publicly that Dr. Bunche 
had probably lost his usefulness as a mediator 
in the Palestine situation, Moshe Shertok and 
Dr. Bunche conferred. Dr. Bunche then wrote 
to Foreign Minister Shertok that their talk 
was "very satisfying" and that he had never 
intended even remotely to associate the Israeli 
Government with '' the wickedly calculated as
sassination of Count Bernadotte." 

l.lttle and I.ate 
Under counter-pressure from the Arab 

States and from the Russian bloc, the Anglo
American rush act slowed to a walk, and con
sideration of the Bernadotte report was put 
over to the middle of October. The New Pales
tine charged as a fact what the internal 
evidence of the report showed-that the hand 
was Bernadotte 's but the voice was Marshall
Bevin 's. In the same periodical, a writer who 
in private had frequently condoned, and even 
applauded the terrorism of the Irgun, viewed 
with dismay the terrorism of the Sternists. 

The Arab Legion took advantage of the 
new political climate to attack again at 
Latrun, the Jewish Army defended, lives were 
lost on both sides, and hilltops were ex
changed. But Dr. Bunche's first words remain 
for our better consideration-that those in our 
midst who fed the Genie of Terror cannot 
excuse their guilt because the Genie escaped 
its prison without their sanction in advance. 
Their dismayed disavowals come late. 
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AFTERMATH of the ACTIONS COMMITTEE 
An Israeli Viewpoint 

By Ben Zion Zangen 

(Special to ZIONIST NEWS) 

TEL AVIV-Normally it would be too late 
to write about the last session of the Actions 
Committee in Tel Aviv, especially in Palestine 
where life moves fast and one event displaces 
another. But the repercussions of the session 
are still evident. Talk has not ceased. If for 
no other reason, we may consider the sessions 
for future benefits. 

The Actions Committee sessions left a flat 
taste. Even today comment is heard on the 
outstanding moments and aspects. The first 
impression was the unhealthy battle for chair
manships. This quarrel went on for several 
days and nights without let-up-for chairs! 
Nor was any attempt made to prettify or mask 
the picture. The Mizrachi for example fought 
for Mlf a chairmanship in a battle which 
continued a whole day and night. When the 
others presented Mizrachi with an ultimatum, 
it withdrew from ... the half chair. 

The battle bore the petty aspects of a small 
town kehilla fight in Poland or Lithuania. 
Mizrachi was not alone ; the other parties were 
no better. One felt that the delegates had not 
reckoned with their being in the State of 
Israel at war with neighboring Arab lands. 
The r-eport8 of the eeasions provoked wide 
expressions of distaste. The proceedings them
selves were worse than the reports. 

U. S. Tactics Resented 
The ultimatum-like demand of the Amer

ican delegation to ''separate'' the State of 
Israel from the Zionist Organization made a 
second outstanding impression. Right or 
wrong, the manner in which the demand was 
made was objectionable and provocative even 
to supporters of the basic idea. With the 
ultimatum, more bargaining and manoeuvring 
was launched. The cabinet ministers refused 
under any condition to withdraw from their 
positions in the Zionist Executive-which 
made another depressing and bitter moment. 
Only when the Americans threatened to with
draw did they yield. 

Edi to rial 

As to the Americans' basic condition: it is 
the general feeling here that though the Amer- • 
ican delegation might have been right in theo
ry, the issue of "dual loyalties" was greatly 
exaggerated. The opposition here hold that 
the entire issue of dual loyalties is artificial 
and a fantasy in the minds of the American 
delegates, that the American government is 
disinterested about it. They point to various 
races in America which carry on national 
work for their peoples with no reproach 
against them. 

But again, right or wrong, the matter took 
on a different aspect when the American dele
gation presented their stand dictatorially. 
One American in fact left the session for 
America in the middle. He had told us what 
we should do, as it were, and-he left the 
land ! Such actions are not liked in Israel. 

A Sour View 
Quarreling, vituperation, petty party poli

tics and personal ambitions marred the ses
sions and almost concealed the real problem 
presented by the American delegation. The 
real problem may be termed not whether the 
Jewish government heads shall act in the ad -
ministration of the Zionist Organization, but 
the wider question of Israel's relationship to 
the-Diaspora. The argument must continue in 
a. more quiet thoughtful atmosphere. 

The Actions Committee in sum did not 
measure up to the great historic moment of 
the proclamation of the State of Israel-as the 
general critical comment in the press proved. 
Yet there is a feeling here that many party 
leaders did learn a lesson. If so, it will be a 
hidden blessing. 

As to tangible results, reports from J eru
salem are not good. There has finally been 
constituted an administration, but the atmos
phere suggests the faults of the session. 
Mapam (Hashomer Hatzair and Hapoel Ha
tzair) is clamoring against injustice in the 
distribution of posts and in certain of which 
it observes that Mapai has kept five to their 
one. Mapam vows it will not acquiesce. 

That is how the World Zionist Administra
tion appears to us now in Israel. 

THE ACTIONS COMMITTEE AT TEL AVIV 
The controversial issue of Double Loyalty 

has nothing to do with the proposal made at 
Tel Aviv to the Actions Committee that the 
Government of Israel and the Executive of 
the World Zionist Organization should be re
garded as two separate corporate bodies. That 
the question should be raised by Lessing 
Rosenwald 's press staff is easy to understand; 
they can think of no better argument to 
frighten timid American Jews. But why 
should American Zionists have emphasized this 
ancient anti-Zionist bogey in the Actions Com
mittee meeting f Why should they have given 
recognition to an argument Zionists have al
ways repudiated and which today they reject 

even more vigorously than ever before f 
The proposal for separation of functions 

does not invoke ideology. It is based upon 
simple practical reasons. It has in mind order 
and coordination. It has in mind not only that 
the Government of Israel shall be free in its 
own affairs, but that it should not be involved 
in special Diaspora interests. 

The fact is that all reason points to the de
sirability of maintaining the Government of 
Israel as an independent sovereign corpora
tion closely related to a Zionist organization 
whose functions are coordinated with the life 
of the Jewish community of Israel The Gov
ernment has its parliament elected by and 
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responsible to its own citizens; it has its own 
parties and party conflicts ; its budget is pro
vided for by taxes voted and budgeted by its 
parliament. It has its own treasury, its own 
loans, its own representatives in various lands 
to promote its own interests. It serves no good 
purpose to have the World Zionist Organiza
tion subject in any way to the Government of 
Israel, nor is it desirable or sensible that any 
person should function in a dual capacity, 
acting for the Government and for the Zionist 
Organization at the same time. Diaspora Zion
ists may be preparing to settle in Israel or 
they may remain in Galuth. The Zionist Or
ganization is composed of Jews organized for 
promoting the welfare of Israel and its citi
zens. They have an interest in the Israeli 
community as such that are not identical with 
their interests in the affairs of the Govern
ment. They are citizens of other states. They 
form their organizations to aid the people and 
the Government in their own way. All their 
contributions are voluntary. The Zionist 
budget is fixed at the Zionist Congress. The 
identification of these two corporate bodies 
functioning from different angles of interest 
through a single personality-one or two or 
three-would lead to moral confusion and mis
understanding and serve the interests of 
neither the Government nor the World Zionist 
Organization. 

This separation of functions does not break 
basic Jewish unity. There might have been 
some trouble had the proposal calling for the 
exclusion of all Israeli citizens from the Zion
ist Organization met with favor in Zionist 
councils. It did not meet with favor. On the 
contrary, the idea was hastily dropped by its 
author and played no part in discussions of 
the Actions Committee. 

Why this simple question should have been 
elevated in the debate to an issue that threat
ened party relations we are at a loss to under
stand. Mr. Ben Gurion and Dr. Neumann 
should have had a glass of tea together before 
they started the controversy. 

New Yorlc or Jerusalem 
Where should the center of the World Zion

ist movement be located Y The immediate 
answer should be, we think, Jerusalem. The 
American Zionist delegation in Tel Aviv said, 
however, at first, New York, but then agreed 
to leave it and other cognate questions to the 
next Congress. This issue seems to have been 
tangled with the proposal for the severance 
of functions, etc. It floated to the surface of 
discussion largely as a result of partisan con
flicts. 

Once, about thirty years ago, the world 
Zionist center was London. All the depart
ments of the Executive, the J e~ish Colonial 
Trust and the Keren Hayesod were at 77 
Great Russell Street. All our corporations 
were registered under British law in London. 
It was regarded as a great event in Zionist 
life when the movement succeeded in trans
£ erring to Jerusalem first the Jewish National 
Fund, then the Keren Hayesod, then the head
quarters of the Zionist Executive ( the Jewish 
Agency) and finally when the Anglo-Palestine 
Company became the central Zionist bank lo
cated in Tel Aviv, with the Jewish Colonial 
'!'rust in the position of 1Ubordinate to the 

(Continued on Page 8e1Jffl) 
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·Economic Picture 
Perhaps the most succinct, expert and re

vealing description of the economic difficul
ties of Israel appeared in a recent issue of 
the New York Star in a dispatch by Bartley 
Crum, its publisher, and member of the for
mer United Nations Special Committee on 
Palestine. 

Mr. Crum interviewed Eliezer Kaplan, 
former Treasurer of the Jewish Agency, and 
now Israel's Finance Minister, and David 
Horowitz, economic adviser to the new gov
ernment. In the face of building the new 
state, :fighting the war, and bringing in 
120,000 immigrants the first year, Mr. Crum 
concludes that after four months, Israel's 
budget is balanced and its affairs in order. 
It is only in :fighting the war and in immigra
tion, that a deficit exists. 

Horowitz, recognized in this country as a 
brilliant economist, and the outstanding 
authority on the problems of Israel, pointed 
to the deliberate attempts of the outgoing 
British administration to wreck the new state 
which had to be overcome. 

Paralyzed Exchange 

He said: 
'' They paralyzed monetary exchange, for 

example, by taking away all small change 
and currency. They left us with no telephone 
or telegraph system, no communications, no 
inland railway, no local administration. 

"They burned the postal stamps, they can
celled our international postal union agree
ment. They left us cut off from communica
tions from abroad. 

''We have had to re-establish all this in 
the middle of a war-to restore postal services, 
internal and foreign communications, and 
monetary circulation. 

'' The British believed that 10 days after 
their evacuation of Haifa we would be mili
tarily defeated-and if not defeated militarily, 
then defeated economically, forced into bank
l'liptcy within a month. 

'' They left the country without any foreign 
currency, and without foreign currency you 
can't buy goods from abroad. Our shipments 
from overseas were confiscated by Egypt, 
Lebanon and others. Lloyd's wouldn't insure 
us and we had to introduce our own insurance. 

''We were faced simultaneously with a 
sharp drop in imports and a tremendous up
surge in the demand for services and food 
because of incoming immigrants and a large 
soldier population which consumes three times 
as much food as the civilians. 

'' All this came simultaneously.'' 
He paused. 
"But we met it. That's why we have con

fidence in the future.'' 
Economic discrimination between Arab and 

Jew is unknown. Horowitz called attention 
to the granting of a loan to Nazareth, an all
Arab city, for a new water system after thirty 
years of refusal by the British Administration. 

Development of Industry 

Kaplan emphasized the need for concen
tration on Israel as an industrial and trading 
center where intensity of activity may com
pensate for smallness in area. He pointed to 
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Founding the State 
A Description of Some Early Problems 

In the accompanying article, the cri
tical views of Mr. Grossman are presen
ted as a contrib.ution to an enlightened 
understanding of the difficulties faced 
by the founders of the Jewish State, and 

do not necessarily represent the views 
of the Editor of ZIONIST ISSUES. 

In the light of the turmoil created by the 
vigorous claim of the ZOA that its members 
on the Actions Committee achieved a clear sep
aration of the functions of the Jewish State 
and of the Jewish Agency, a recent article in 
the Congress Weekly by Meir Grossman, now 
a member of the World Zionist Executive, on 
the birth pangs of the Israeli government is 
of special interest. 

In his view, Israeli was born in confusion; 
was surrounded by enemies and in a state of 
war, without official recognition of the re
sources of an independent state. Only part 
of the land was under its government, while 
the British occupied the rest. The laws were 
British made and, despite all extenuating cir
cumstances, grave dissatisfaction was aroused. 

According to Mr. Grossman, the afflictions 
of the government lie in : (a) the rule of the 
British Mandate during thirty years, (b) the 
Diaspora psychology of the Jews, and ( c) the 
shortsighted and open partisanship prevailing 
among the various political groups of Zionists. 
All these factors account for an alleged failure 
of the government to win over the trust and 
affections of the populace. 

Difficulties Explained 

As to the first, Mr. Grossman argues that 
the bureaucratic Mandatory regime created 
an officialdom impervious to public opinion 
and dependent on the military and the police. 
As to the second, the traditional mistrust of 

the need for the expansion of the citrus in
dustry, of the resources of the Dead Sea, and 
the development of industries calling for skill 
and intelligence rather than raw materials, for 
example, the manufacture of precision and 
scientific instruments, textiles and leather 
goods, the conversion of furs imported from 
Iran, and the export of polished gem dia
monds. The DPs have proved great assets in 
this connection because of basic skills devel
oped during the war. 

The experts divide use of public and private 
funds on the following lines : 

First, the development of Israel's harbors, 
any of which could become the '' New York 
of the Middle East.'' Second, public works, in
cluding road-building, schools, hospitals, com
munity centers and vast public housing. The 
latter would mean enormous orders to the 
U. S. A. for building materials such as steel, 
iron bars, pipe and timber. Third, the devel
opment of communications, including rail
roads and airplanes. 

Jews for any and all government taints their 
present attitude with suspicion. 

But the third serious fault, Mr. Grossman 
was informed was : 

'' . . . the fact that Israel has inherited 
from the World Zionist Organization the 
tradition of narrow partisanship. Through 
the years leading up to the establishment 
of the state, the parties in Zionism have 
developed an intolerance of each other 
which has been carried over into the 
governmental setup. As a result there 
was a deepening of the abyss separating 
the majority party from the minority 
parties.'' 

Mr. Grossman further charges that all 
parties alike seek to staff governmental offices 
on the basis of party affiliation, rather than 
competence and ability. Each of the thirteen 
cabinet ministers seeks for the civil service of 
their own party members who are if possible 
from the same land. Thus Itzhak Gruenbaum, 
Felix Rosenbluth and Moshe Shertok are spe
cifically charged with favoring their own 
party and place of origin. Furthermore, Mr. 
Grossman complains that those parties out
side the government, like the Revisionists 
suffer from discrimination. Whether or not 
the Revisionists, given the chance, would prac
tice party favoritism, Mr. Grossman a Re
visionist, does not say. 

Outlook Seen as Hopeful 
Mr. Grossman does not observe that while 

in every country, not excluding these United 
States, party strife is a concomittant of gov
ernment, especially in the absence of rigorous 
civil service laws, partisanship does not ex
clude patriotism. However, he concludes : 

'' The situation is not hopeless. Israel 
is only three months old. Through dem
ocratic elections and public pressure, in 
America as well as in Israel, it will be 
possible to erase the evil effect of 'strong
arm' tactics inherited from the British. 
The new generation, now on the battle
fields, is healthy and sound human mate
rial. It will, in the near future, probably 
rid itself of the negative aspects of its 
heritage. But it will be more difficult to 
get rid of the third affliction-the violent 
partisanship of political groups and the 
party composition of the Government ap
paratus. We know how difficult it is to re
move those who have tasted 'power,' 
particularly if political life continues to 
follow purely partisan lines. The conse
quences of this error may be even worse. 
If the forthcoming elections bring a 
change in the relative party strength, 
then the new cabinet ministers will be 
faced with unfriendly civil officials who 
will resent the elected 'strangers.' This 
may lead to serious consequences. Minis
ters come and go ; but officials remain.'' 

UNFAIR TO CANADA 
'rhe Executive Board of the Canadian Zion

ist Federation protested the failure of the 
Actions Committee to include their Canadian 
Zionists on the American branch of the World 
Zionist Executive. At a meeting held on Sep
tember 22nd they charged that the American 
branch was not representative because its 
membership included only American citizens. 
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WHAT DID THE OTHER MAN SAY? 
ernment members from the Executive of the 
Zionist Organization in the typical American, 
high-pressure way, which came to them quite 
naturally. It was, however, bound to create 
resentment in the ranks of the majority party 
in Israel-Mapai-the exclusion of whose 
Ministers would affect them considerably. 
There were threats of resignation from the 
American side and of withdrawal from the 
Zionist ,Organization by Mapai. The other 
parties joined in the battle and took sides for 
motives which were not altogether divorced 
from party considerations. 

An Adventure in Zionist Journalism 

What happened at the meeting of the 
World Confederation of General Zionists is 
a problem diffieult to determine from an exam
ination of The New Palestine, the official organ 
of the ZOA. 

In the issue of August 31, 1948, almost two 
pages are devoted to that problem. It appears 
that an opposition to the ZOA delegation 
arose, for a headline on page 5 says: '' Oppo
sition led by Gruenbaum fights abandonment 
of state participation in Zionist Executive.'' 
But what was said by the Opposition is no
where disclosed in their language. We learn 
instead that Dr. Silver and Dr. Neumann as 
usual swept all~xactly what is not known
before them. 

The lead story (page 5) says that pr. Israel 
Goldstein called for unity. Then Dr. Silver 
proposed that ''all'' members of the Israeli 
Government resign from the World Zionist 
Executive and that functions between the 
Government and the Zionist Organization be 
distributed. He called for the decentralization 
of the world organization. 

It is then stated that '' there was evidence of 
a sharp opposition of certain elements . . . 
headed by Isaac Gruenbaum, leader of Group 
A ... to the 'American' program.'' 

The Small Stilled Voice 
Mr. Gruenbaum was not reported. Instead, 

Dr. Neumann's alleged summary of Mr. Gru
enbaum 's position is stated. According to Dr. 
Neumann, Mr. Gruenbaum called for a) Con
centration of the Zionist movement in Jerusa
lem under the eyes of the Israeli Government ; 
b) Continuance of the membership of the 
Israeli Government within the World Zionist 
Executive; c) the limitation of the World 
Zionist Executive's functions; and d) all fund 
raising to be under the control of the state. 
Then Dr. Neumann threatened to resign if 
this program was adopted. 

On the same page, a parallel article based 
on JTA dispatches refers to the hearty enthu
siasm accorded to Dr. Neumann, Dr. Goldstein 
and Dr. Silver and to the former's praises for 
the latter. 

The article admits that the Group A dele
gates were elected to the administration of the 
Confederation and that a committee was ap
pointed to seek a union of Aliyah Chadasha, 
Oved Hazioni and WIZO and that Dr. Silver 
was seeking unity between Groups A and B. 
But still no explanation why Group A was 
out. 

On page 7, "Neumann Answers Opponents 
of ZOA." He spoke in Hebrew for an hour, 
'' gave a powerful answer to those who at
tempted to distort and misinterpret the ZOA 
policy," was "applauded not only by his own 
party but by members of the Right and Left 
alike,'' '' marshalled classical Hebrew argu
ments" and ended when ° a burst of applause 
greeted his address.'' In conclusion, the an
onymous writers chastised the Mapai '' who 
have misinterpreted the ZOA program (and 

who it is hoped) will make concessions." 
Still no views of the ''opponents.'' 

The Zionist Review's Version 
What happened may never become known. 

But it is interesting to know that a note of 
dissent has been uttered by our fellow General 
Zionists in Great Britain. In the Zionist 
Review of September 3rd, the leading editorial 
summed up the ZOA "sweeping victories" in 
the following terms : 

'' The question arose to what degree a sep
aration of the personnel in authority in both 
bodies was necessary-and desirable. While 
it could rightly be contended that a far-reach
ing identity of the personnel in authority 
could create the impression that the Zionist 
Organization was '' the agent of a foreign 
Power,'' there was the danger that by a com
plete separation some of the most forceful 
personalities would be lost to the Zionist Or
ganization. To choose the middle way between 
these two extremes was a matter for careful 
and objective consideration, but unfortunate
ly other factors tended to obscure this issue. 

"The Typical High-Pressure Way" 
"Dr. Silver and his friends submitted their 

motion asking for the resignation of all Gov-

'' Whatever is decided, there is one thing 
that must be kept in mind: The Government of 
Israel and the Zionist Organization both have 
to work for one single aim, a strong and pros
perous Israel as a cultural centre and haven 
of refuge for world Jewry. Whatever the 
formal terms of the future relations between 
the Government and the Zionist Organization 
may be, the spirit, rather than the letter, will 
decide the future of the new State. 

"It is not impossible that the political set
up of the Z.O. will differ considerably from 
that existing within Israel, and it will not 
always be easy to adjust the differences of 
opinion thus arising. 

'' Whilst Israel must be conscious of cer
tain susceptibilities of Galuth Jewry, and es
pecially its most potent constituent, American 
Jewry, the Galuth, for its part will have to 
bear in mind that Israel cannot allow its in
ternal policy to be governed by outside bodies, 
however friendly their intentions are. Only 
thus can harmonious co-operation between 
Zion and Zionism be ensured, and full co
operation of activities achieved.'' 

THE ZIONIST REVIEW 
A. Study in Modesty and Taste 
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We have at hand a copy of The Zionist 
lleview, the official publication of the Zionist 
Federation of Great Britain and Ireland, an 
organization far smaller than the Zionist Or
ganization of America and which labors under 
the handicaps which afflict all affairs in the 
British Isles today. 

This magazine is instructive for the pos
sibilities which lie in journalism dedicated 
to good taste and informative intelligence. 
Although small in size and running only to 
sixteen pages, nine by twelve inches, it man
ages to present the issues in the Zionist World 
on a high level and in a thoroughly satisfying 
style. 

The issue of September 8, 1948 deals with 
the events turning on the meeting of the Ac
tions Committee. The actions there taken are 
presented briefly but sufficiently. A speech 
by Prime Minister David Ben Gurion is set 
forth in full, followed by an interview with 
Military Governor Bernard Joseph on the 
future status of Jerusalem. A brilliant article 
by Professor Harold J. Laski points that the 
'' keys of peace lie in Downing Street'' and 
that the responsibility for the continuance of 
the state of war lies directly with Ernest 
Bevin. An amusing and literate article by R. 
da Costa touches on the problems of fusing 
the Jewish religion into a secular state. Major 
E. Laserson, analyzes "Israel's Army's Peace 
Mission'' and points out that the military 
service of new immigrants to Israel can be 
an invaluable contribution to their peacetime 
skills. 

Other articles of similar good caliber 
-abound in this little magazine. The editorials 
are sober and impersonal in their approach 
and directed to the thoughtful reader. The 
letters are models of English style. 

In only one sentence, and then in an in
conspicuous and deprecatory way, there ap
pears the name of the president of the Zionist 
Federation, Professor Selig Brodetsky. 

LEVINTHAL GIVES-RECEIVES 
JNF HONOR 

Judge Louis E. Levinthal, former president 
of the Jewish National Fund in America, wBS 
both recipient and donor of certificates of 
merit in Tel Aviv last week. 

Judge Levinthal was presented with a cer
tificate by Dr. Abraham Granovsky, director 
of the JNF, notifying him that a portion of 
newly acquired land in Galilee purchased by 
funds raised by the Jewish community of 
Philadelphia had been named in his honor. 
Judge Levinthal, as president of Gratz College 
in Philadelphia, presented a certificate of 
merit for Gershon Agronsky, publisher of The 
Palestine Post, for the Israeli Government. 

Judge Levinthal is a member of the Com
mittee for Progressive Zionism. 

Congre88 to Meet 
The Actions Committee meeting in Tel Aviv 

in September voted to hold the next Zionist 
Congress in June, 1949. 
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How Not to Conduct Polemics 
Some evidence of the lowered level of political debate within the 

Zionist Movement in America has come to hand. 

Dr. Samuel Margoshes, ZOA Administration spokesman, took a 
critical view of the CPZ in his distinguished, presumably objective, 
column in The Day on Sunday, August 1st, under the title of '' How 
Not to Lead an Opposition.'' Surprisingly colloquial, or merely in 
the current style, in the sarcastic guise of offering friendly advice, he 
made the following irrelevant points : 

First: the CPZ made itself a laughing stock in advocating social 
progress in Israel because it numbers two men of wealth among its 
leaders. 

(A discredited stale ZOA Administration canard directed against 
"a certain public servant" was reiterated by Dr. Margoshes for 
no discernible or legitimate reason). 

Second: the CPZ ''erred'' in demanding the reaffirmation of the 
Pittsburgh Platform-because a certain CPZ leader had ''fought'' 
Justice Brandeis (its author) for years. 

(Dr. Margoshes knows but omitted to state that Dr. Neumann 
also ''fought'' together with the said CPZ leader against Bran
deis in 1921 on an unrelated issue, and that while thereafter Dr. 
Neumann wandered down the righthand path to Group B and 
the Irgun, away from Brandeis principles-the same CPZ leader 
strove successfully for the fusion of the Brandeis influence with
in the ZOA.) 

lrgun and Reaction 

Third: the charge that the ZOA ever practiced reaction was 
"fatuous"; the audience "roared approval" when Neumann chal
lenged the Opposition to adduce evidence; the charges were '' trans
parent lies . . . false, trumped up charges and phony issues . . . I 
could almost hear the Opposition groan as Neumann wiped the floor 
with them ... when he got through with the Opposition it was as 
fl.at as a pancake'' for '' the best it could do . . . was to hark back 
to the World Zionist Congress ... pointing to the horrible fact that 
the ZOA delegates voted against Weizmann (tell it not in Union 
Square) with the Revisionists!'' 

(Dr. Margoshes omitted what every other delegate heard, namely, 
Ezra Shapiro's specific charge that Daniel Frisch, ZOA leader 
and candidate to succeed Dr. Neumann, had-unrepudiated and 
unrebuked-denounced the Labor Party of Israel (which has 
supplied the heads of the Israeli Government) as subservient 
to the '' Red Flag of Moscow.'' Mr. Frisch, then present, did 
not deny Mr. Shapiro's charge nor the inference to be drawn 
from his speech.) 

Fourth: the attempt to lay the Irgun at the door of the ZOA 
was another fake issue. 

(This issue has been extensively dealt with elsewhere. The CPZ 
rests on the public and private utterances of Silver and Neumann 
in support of Irgun and on their contumacious refusal prior to 
Pittsburgh to allow the ZOA to take a clear stand on the matter. 
It is well known that this Spring, at least one member of the 
ZOA Executive embarrassed Mrs. Golda Myerson at an impor
tant fund raising affair by refusing to contribute to the United 
Jewish Appeal on the ground of heavy contributions made to 
lrgun Zvai Leumi. His record was divulged to key ZOA Admin
istration members before the Nominations Committee at Pitts
burgh brought in the slate-which included the Irgunist 's name. 
Since the person referred to is well known to Dr. Margoshes, 
one may assume that the episode is known to him. If not, a call 
to the ZOA Inner Committee can clear up the mystery. The 
Irgunist poison has so seeped into the ZOA that in private 
discussions it is now a common phenomenon on the "highest" 
levels to find apologists for the Irgun rather than embittered 
opponents. Since the Bernadotte assassination and the dissolu
tion of Irgun, this may have changed-perhaps.) 

No comment is needed on Dr. Margoshes's delicate choice of 
words in his polemical article. 

How to Deal with a Sneer 
The article of Dr. Mar goshes ref erred to in the adjoining 
article was reproduced and widely circulated by the ZOA Ad
ministration--apparently as a nasty potion they were prepared 
to taste, stomach, and endorse for wide consumption. In reply, 
Morris Margulies circulated the following dignified answer on 
behalf of the Committee for Progressive Zionism. 

In his piece "How Not to Lead an Opposition," published last 
Sunday, Dr. Samuel Margoshes essays a role that ill becomes him. 
In his effort to deride and make fun of the opposition, he-inad
vertently, I presume-left the cat out of the bag by revealing that 
a number of important decisions of the Convention were the result 
of the activities of the Committee for Progressive Zionism. As treated 
in his article, these decisions are made light of, but actually they were 
the most important ones to be adopted by the Convention. 

The following are the facts, as the record will show. The Com
mittee went to Pittsburgh with two _major objectives: 1. to introduce 
resolutions intended to swing the ZOA back to the progressive line it 
had followed for the last quarter of a century; and 2. to democratize 
the Convention proceedings. 

The lrgun Matter 

With respect to the first objective, the Committee won a major 
victory, even according to Dr. Margoshes' own account. The resolution 
on the Irgun,. which aroused a spirited discussion, was adopted prac
tically as the Committee submitted it. In the political committee, where 
this resolution was first considered, the administration proposed that 
the reference to the Altalena incident on the Tel Aviv beach be intro
duced with the phrase "we deplore." The Committee's resolution read, 
'' we condemn.'' Had the administration at the 50th Convention yield
ed to the opposition's attitude on the question of the Irgun, the 
tragedy witnessed on the beach of Tel Aviv might have been averted. 

It is fallacious to state, as does Dr. Margoshes, that the matter 
of the Irgun was of small significance. In the minds of the delegates 
that matter occupied a preeminent place. The resolution's text, there
fore, vindicated the Opposition's stand on the Irgun, adopted by it 
a year ago. 

Pittsburgh Platform 

Poking fun at so basic a social document as the Pittsburgh Plat
form does not vitiate its significance. When Dr. Margoshes moved 
that a resolution calling for the reaffirmation of the Pittsburgh Pro
gram be tabled, it was none other than Dr. Silver who ruled the 
motion out of order. For notwithstanding Dr. Margoshes' game of 
playing possum on the motivations behind it, both Dr. Silver and 
pr. Neumann knew full well that its sponsor aimed at placing the 
ZOA in group 'A' of the General Zionists instead of 'B,' towards 
which the administration has been tending during the last three or 
four years. Dr. Silver and Dr. Neumann, however, were not prepared, 
at least not at this Convention, to make a fight for an alignment with 
group 'B,' and therefore went along with the opposition's reaffirma
tion of the Pittsburgh Platform. 

The Committee lost the fight for its second objective, to democ
ratize the Convention proceedings, which centered around the use of 
the closed ballot. If Dr. Margoshes will consult the record, he will 
discover that at the Monday afternoon session, Dr. Silver proposed 
that a committee be appointed to study the by-laws of the ZOA cover-

. ing elections, with a view to bringing in a recommendation concerning 
the use of the ballot when a contest for office takes place. Hence 
though the Committe 's request for a ballot was turned down, it can
not be considered entirely a wasted effort. 

Mr. Margulies concluded with a discussion of the "telegram" 
incident and the protest demonstration of the CPZ leaders. This 
matter was fully dealt with in our "last is&-iu. 
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ARMY OF VOLUNTEERS 
A Report from the Front 

By Morris Margulies 
(Special to ZIONIST NEWS) 

TEL A VIV-I recently arrived in the State 
of Israel and, after the first adjustment, I 
sought to spend my first days in Israel with 
the Jewish Army. This was only natural for 
from that day in August, 1920, when on the 
shores of Lake Tiberias I first met a Yemenite 
shomer, Yitzchak, my interest in the security 
forces of Israel has remained primary. 

My military friends were most cooperative 
in giving me an opportunity to come into 
contact with all grades in service, from 
privates to the head of the uniformed forces. 
The branch which most interested me were 
the volunteers. For obvious reasons, their 
numbers cannot be disclosed, but without 
doubt, when the history of this great moment, 
pregnant with historical meaning, is written, 
they will provide a glorious chapter. 

Volunteers have come from every country 
where there is a Jewish Community regard
less of its size. They come from everywhere 
where there has penetrated the idea of a re
juvenated Jewish People living in its own 
historic land. 

Militarism Absent 
To an American, particularly to a Jew who 

abhors the existence of the military caste, the 
Jewish Army makes a special appeal. Here 
one finds no clicking of heel, no high polish, 
and even saluting is almost unknown. Profes
sional militarists no doubt would refuse to 
classify them as soldiers. And they would be 
right. They are no more ''soldiers'' than were 
the men who fought with Washington. Their 
uniforms are not much to look at-if a khaki 
shirt and a pair of khaki shorts can be called 
a ' ' uniform ' '. Officers and men dress alike. 
An officer is one because of his personality 
and not because of the brass or braid he wears. 
Those therefore who refuse to acknowledge 
more recognition than as a soldier are perhaps 
correct. 

The Jewish soldiers are brave and resource
ful and tenacious. Every man and woman 
knows exactly what he is fighting for. They get 
no ''pep'' talks for they require none. Instruc
tion is given to them in military tactics, but 
not much time is spent in drill. Even during 
battle, the exigencies permitting, they receive 

NEUMANN APPOINTS AICZIN 

Dr. Benjamin Akzin, political secretary 
of the American Zionist Emergency 
Council, will serve as advisor to a fifteen
man commission named by Dr. Emanuel 
Neumann to study the question of the 
future program and constitution of the 
World Zionist Organization, according 
to an announcement in TM New Pales
tine of September 30, 1948. 

Dr. Akzin is widely known as a bril
liant and resourceful spokesman for the 
Revisionist point of view in Zionist 
affairs. 

instruction an hour a day in Hebrew. Here 
indeed as one rarely will anywhere else can 
be seen an army dedicated to practising '' de
mocracy ~n action.'' 

Soldierly Standards 
These boys' average age cannot be above 

twenty. When you meet them, you come to 
understand why when the Negev was a point 
of dangers, droves of volunteers for that sec
tor stepped forward-as they did when Jeru
salem was threatened. I visited a camp re
cently which serves as a reception center. In 
cleanliness and proper management, it need 
not take second place to any American mili
tary camp. In its humane approach to its 
task, it definitely would rank first. In some 
encampments, it is interesting to note, signs 
could be seen-'' Murderers of Bernadotte 
have stabbed the Army of Israel in the back.'' 
That night. I had the privilege to take dinner 
with the Chief of Staff and with the Minister 
of Defense. We talked of immediate problems 
and of those likely to arise in the near future. 
In their conversation, neither referred to the 
great deeds of the Army accomplished under 
their leadership. They wanted to know more 
about American Jewry. Notwithstanding that 
they have met their grave responsibility with 
such remarkable efficiency, I found them to be 
the same painstaking, thoughtful, hardwork
ing Zionist leaders their comrades have always 
known them to be. 

CPZ Conference November 
A National Conference of the Committee 

for Progressive Zionism will take place on 
Sunday, November 14, 1948 at the Pennsyl
vania Hotel in New York City. Among those 
who will address the conference will be Dr. 
Nahum Goldmann who presently is attending 
the sessions of the General Assembly of the 
United Nations at Paris, Charles J. Rosen
bloom, who i also in Paris for the same pur
pose, and Morris· Margulies, who left for 
I rael by Air France on Friday, September 

17th, and who will then have returned to re
port on his observations of the then current 
situation. 

Among others things, the purpose of the 
conference is formally to adopt the program 
of the Committee for Progressive Zionism for 
the coming year. The invitation to the confer
ence was sent out by Ezra Shapiro, vice- chair
man of the Committee, in the absence of Mr. 
Ro enbloom. 

October 8, 1948 

Helkr Quits ZOA. 

Rabbi James G. Heller of Cincinnati, an 
outstanding leader of the Zionist Organiza
tion of America, resigned early this month 
from that body to join the Labor Zionist 
Organization of America because he is '' deep
ly out of sympathy with the present policy of 
the ZOA." Dr. Heller's father, Max Heller, 
was among the first reform rabbis in Ameri
ca to welcome an advocate of militant Zionism. 

Rabbi Heller is a former chairman of the 
Administrative Council of the ZOA and chair
man of the U.P.A., In his announcement, 
he stated: 

'' I did not make this decision suddenly 
but after a great deal of prayerful and 
painful thought. 

' 'I find that I am so deeply out of sym
pathy with the present policy of the ZOA, 
with the alliances it has made, with the 
stand it has taken in regard to Eretz 
Israel, that I can no longer identify my
self with it. · 

'' On the other hand, all that I know, 
and all that I have seen with my own eyes, 
convinces me that the Histadrut repre
sents the future of our people in the land. 

'' I like the spirit of justice and ideal
ism that characterizes the Histadrut. 
,vhile I am fully aware of its inadequa
cies and its defects, which stem in large 
measure from its transitional stage in the 
history of our people in Eretz Israel, it 
seems to me to have made a magnificent 
beginning in the right direction.'' 

Although Rabbi Heller is not a member of 
the Committee for Progressive Zionism which 
is committed to work within the ZOA, the sym
pathies expressed by him for the aims and 
methods of the Histadrut are in consonance 
with the traditional position taken by the 
General Zionist Movement. His resignation 
from the ZOA has been expected for some 
time. 

PEACE! PEACE! PEACE! 
The curiously motivated attack by the ZOA 

on Materials for Palestine in July-marked 
by violent denunciations in the general press 
and intemperate letters addressed to officers 
of local emergency committees, regions and 
districts-all calling for a boycott of that in
valuable organization-has ended in peace ! 
From now on, the ZOA will send food pack
ages to Israel and Materials for Palestine will 
be privileged, with jangled nerves, to resume 
its invaluable unpublicized work for Israel. 
Aside from the disturbance to public opin
ion, the hampering of vital work for Israel 
throughout the summer, and a general set
back to the Israeli supply situation, all is now 
roughly as it was. 

FROM PANDORA'S IOX 

No credence need be given to the rumor 
circulated out of nowhere that the Labor Zion
ist Organization of America would merge with 
the Zionist Organization of America in return 
for the latter's support for the Mapai in 
Israel. Nor that Hayim Greenberg's resign~ 
tion from the Executive of the Jewish Agency 
was caused by a disagreement within his 
party,, the Poale Zion, as to the future of 
Americans for Haganab. 
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The Letter Box 

A MEASURE OF PROOF 

Sm: 
Thank you for the copy of Mr. 

Margulies' letter to Mr. Benamy. 
With that part of it which 

deals with free and open discus
sion within our movement, ,I am 
heartily in accord. It is hard to 
believe that such progressive lead
ership as the Z.O.A. has enjoyed 
during the past three years woitld 
resort to censorship or freeze-out 
tactics. Unfortunately, this ap
pears to be the case. 

Permit me to relate a recent 
personal experience. I received an 
invitation from the U.J.A. to ad
dress one of their campaign din
ners in Yorkville. About two days 
before the dinner while I was out 
0f town, two telephone calls were 
made to my office ; one from the 
U.J.A. advising that the dinner 
had been called off and another 
from one of the regional directors 
of the Z.O.A. Upon my return to 
the office the following day, I tele
phoned the latter, and the follow
ing conversation ensued: 

Regional Director: '' Abe, you 
are scheduled to speak at the 
Yorkville U.J.A. dinner; I heard 
that you are opposed to the policy 
of Dr. Neumann and Dr. Silver. 
The dinner is under the auspices 
of the Yorkville Z. D. and only 
those who support the administra
tion should speak at Zionist gath
erings.'' 

I told him that he had been 
misinformed, that I was a staunch 
supporter of Neumann and Silver 
policies, but even if I were not, 
that it was no business of his 
where I spoke. 

I then called the U.J.A. office 

and inquired whether this indi
vidual had anything to do with 
the cancelling of my speaking en
gagement at the Yorkville Dinner. 
I was informed that the dinner 
had been called off and that he 
had nothing to do with it. I was 
too busy to investigate further, 
but the coincidence of these two 
calls on the same day made me 
suspicious. 

You may recall that I, too, was 
a member of the Zionist Policy 
Committee of which Mr. Charles 
Rosenbloom was Chairman, and I 
was intrumental in bringing quite 
a number of guests to the Silver 
Dinner in New York, which con
tributed immeasurably to bring
ing out his popularity and had 
much to do with catapulting him 
to the leadership of the Z.O.A. 
Then too, this same regional direc
tor was a supporter of the ex
isting administration and he was 
against the policies of Silver. 
He regarded Silver's supporters 
as traitors. These regional direc
tors, to the extent that they are 
in a position to influence Zion
• ~s thought, are an important 
group. It is indeed fortunate that 
the great majority of them are 
highly principled men who do not 
permit considerations of self-sur
vival to influence their Zionist 
philosophy as does this band
wagon pro-administration region
al director. Some of these fellows 
are losing their sense of propor
tion because they are undeserved
ly reaping the credit for the 
windfall of heavy Zionist mem
bership enrollments primarily due 
to the march of events resulting 
from the Hitler aftermath. 

New York or Jerusalem 

(Continued fr-0m Page Two) 

That my censor and critic was 
wrong in his deduction that I was 
not a supporter of the Silver
Neumann policy, does not matter. 
The point is, that he had the 
brazen audacity to tell me that 
if I were not a Silver-Neumann 
follower, I ought not address any 
gathering under Zionist auspices. 

I never dreamt that this isola
ted incident involving myself was 
symptomatic of an administration 
policy until I read your letter to 
Mr. Benamy, but if what you say 
is true, then your committee has 
a mighty important job ahead and 
you may count on my wholeheart
ed support in doing it .... 

ABRAHAM MANDEL 

New York, N. Y. 

CONVINCED BY EVENTS 

Sm: 
As president of the Wilkes-Barre 
District of the Z.O.A. and as 
one of the delegates to the recent 
51st Convention in Pittsburgh, 
permit me to tell you and to the 
Committee for Progressive Zion
ism that I am sincerely interested 
in the aims and progress of your 
Committee. Frankly, I did not 
feel that way prior to the Pitts
burgh Convention, but seeing the 
un-democratic elections conducted 
and reading the material pub
lished by your Committee and 
knowing the exemplary reputa
tion of many of the members of 
your Committee, I feel confident 
that the Z.O.A. needs a strong 
militant group within its own 
ranks if the future of our own 
movement, here in America, is to 
grow. 

Like many of the 800 members 
that I represent, I came to the 
Convention not to learn of the 
achievements made this past his
toric year, but to know of the 
future plans of our Z.O.A. here 
in America. That is the question 

our members are asking of us. 
When I left the Convention I 
knew even less of the future than 
before. I am even more confused 
than ever, and I feel most of the 
delegates are. 

LEROY LANDAU 

Wilkes-Barre, Pa. 

SUPPORT FOR CPZ 

Sm: 
I have here a copy of the letter 

sent by Mr. Margulies to Mr. 
Benamy of Atlanta, Georgia. 

May I say that I am over
whelmingly in accord with the 
sentiments expressed in tliat let
ter to him. I have felt for some 
time that a careful investigation 
into the present administration of 
the ZOA would be helpful and 
beneficial. The names of those on 
your executive committee com
prise an impressive roster of loyal 
and devoted Jews who have given 
much to this cause. The fact that 
they are eager to help revamp 
policy and reshape future trends 
is to me a healthy sign. I would 
place myself squarely in accord
ance with the views of your com
mittee and will be happy to do 
what I can to serve on it. 

RABBI HERBERT A. FRIEDMAN 

Denver, Colorado 

DR. DUNNER'S VIEWS 
Sm: 

I am very much in favor of 
the sentiments of Mr. Margulies' 
statements in his letter to Mr. 
Benamy. I have long ago-and 
often publicly-stated my opposi
tion to the. methods with which 
Dr. Weizmann and my dear per
sonal friend Dr. Stephen S. Wise 
were attacked by a new leadership 
within our movement. I shall be 
glad to join your Executive Com
mittee. 

JOSEPH DUNNER 

Grinnell College, Iowa 

THE ARABIAN KNIGHTS 

creature it had created. The finest govern
ment building in all Palestine is the Jewish 
Agency building in Jerusalem in which are 
housed the Jewish Agency and its bureaus, 
the Jewish National Fund and its bureaus, 
and the Keren Hayesod and its various acti
vities. This is not at a government building, 
but a Zionist organization building. 

Jerusalem radiated their influence to every 
part of the Galuth, bringing to mind the daily 
life and customs and activities of the growing 
national home. 

"The Jews living in the Arab coun
tries enjoy equality of rights and civil 
freedom to an extent that is the envy of 
Jews in all other countries.'' 

Statement by Azzam Pasha, Secretary 
General of the Arab league. 

The transfer was symbolic of the progress 
of Zionism. It was the material proof of the 
fact that Zionism was digging into the home
land and dominated the hills of Jerusalem, 
never to be dislodged. The fact of Zionist oc
cupation of Palestine, was good for the move
ment. It helped to clarify the Zionist objective. 
It colored the work of the Zionist Organiza
tion in the Diaspora. All Zionist agencies in 

Why should that center now be transferred 
to the Galuth f The Jewish State is located 
for the time being in Tel Aviv. It is inevitable 
that it will finally come to Jerusalem. There 
is no incongruity or confusion in having in 
the same Jewish city-with different boards 
of directors or administrations, with no com
mingling of funds, no crossing of functions, 
with effective liaison between them-the State 
and the Zionist Organization living side by 
side in friendship and harmony, working to
gether for the common objective. 

'' Dr. Stanley Morrison, Secretary of 
the Church Missionary Society of Egypt, 
said (at the World Council of Christian 
Churches in Amsterdam) that absence 
of religious liberty in all Islamic coun
tries had created a conception of citizen
ship in which neither Christian nor Jew 
appear to have a legitimate place. He 
named Egypt, Syria, Iraq and Trans
jordan as particularly guilty of dis
crimination against non-Moslems.'' 

"Manchester Gitardian." 
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"How Doth the Little Busy B" 
Connoisseurs of the alphabet will be titi

vated by the classic question: where is Group 
B when it isn't there f 

On numerous occasions, the ZOA Admin
istration has been charged with adherence to 
the anti-labor, rightist oriented path laid down 
by Group B before its ostensible merger with 
Group A within the General Zionist party 
of Palestine. On each such occasion, the ZOA 
Administration has vehemently repudiated the 
charge and ridiculed its opponents for deal
ing with non-existent entities. Dr. Neumann 
is particularly sensitive to the charge that he 
is covertly an adherent of Group B. This 
group, he has frequently retorted, had gone 
out of existence, and the charge was merely 
the invention of a desperate Opposition. 

But: 
In Number I of Volume II of its '' Calling 

Z.O.A. '' dated September 1, 1948, an official 
mimeographed publication, the following ap
peared under the authority of the ZOA Pub
lications Director : 

'' The overwhelming majority of Amer
ican Zionists are affiliated with Group 
B as the center party of the Zionist 
movement.'' 

The authority for this assertion is nowhere 
evident and indeed it seems to be an indis
cretion promoted by the current practice of 
equating the private quirks of two Admin
istration leaders with the considered decisions 
of five hundred thousand organized Zionists 
whose views in the matter are neither invited 
nor desired. 

When did this happen T At what Zionist 
Convention T Was a vote taken f Was the issue 
so much as discussed T 

In this connection, a recent analysis of 
Kenneth Bilby of the fracas within the Con
federation of General Zionists which appeared 
in The New York Herald Tribune may be of 
int~rest, as follows: 

'' During the last week general Zionists 
have split into Right and Left Wings, 
and this might augur a coalition of Right
ists with the Revisionist party and newly 
formed Freedom party of Irgun Zvai 
Leumi dissidents.'' 

Mr. Bilby did not use the terms "A" and 
"B," but his meaning is clear. Apparently, 
in his eyes, the ' 'leaders of Group B ' ' did 
not succeed in making their ''repudiation'' 
stick. 

THE VOICE Of EXPERIENCE 
Two Minds With But a Single Thought 

An interpretation of the ideological shift 
of the Zionist Organization of America from 
Zionism as hereto£ ore understood into a new 
twilight zone midway between assimilationism 
and anti-Semitism can be found in two recent 
articles in The National Jewish Post, pub
lished in Indianapolis, a weekly of national 
circulation which is independent of internal 
Zionist controversies. 

In the August 13th issue, a staff writer, 
Ben Gallob, in terming the issue of "dual 
loyalties'' as ''phoney'' made the following 
observation : 

'' Both Rabbi Philip Bernstein at the 
CCAR meet and President Emanuel Neu
mann at the ZOA conclave agreed that 
the danger of dual loyalties-now that 
there is a Jewish Stat&-is real. 

'' This surprising reversal moved Henry 
Moyer of Youngstown, 0., a regional vice
president of the American Council for 
Judaism, to ask 'Is it possible that the 
American Council for Judaism was right 
all along T ' " 

Mr. Lessing Rosenwald, in a full page of 
reply-piffle in the September 10th issue, hailed 
the aid and comfort given to his views by the 

ZOA President at the last meeting of the 
Actions Committee in Israel. ZIONIST IssuES 
does not regard Mr. Rosenwald as an author
ity on anything higher than the art of paying 
ghost writers to defame Zionism, but in this 
specialized department his sense of smell may 
be keener than most. 

An Expert View 
He, or his ghost writer, wrote: 

"I welcome Mr. Gallob's invitation to 
present our views on the "Dual Loyalty" 
question that he raised in his article in 
the August issue of the National Jewuh 
Post. 

"Until recently Zionists have dismissed 
such a possibility as of no consequence ; 
or have vilified the Council as appearing 
to impugn their loyalty to the United 
States. Now, belatedly, in the persons of 
Rabbi Phillip Bernstein and Dr. Emanuel 
Neumann-and in the reflections of many 
others-the Zionists have admitted, in 
the first instance that the threat of 'dual 
loyalty' is real and, in the second., t'Aal 
Zionism's position before the proclama
tion of Israel was anomalow. 

October 8, 1948 
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Progressive le1er1I Zio1isls 
At the Actions Committee meeting in Tel 

Aviv a group of General Zionists led by Isaac 
Gruenbaum, gave notice of their withdrawal 
from the Confederation on the ground that 
the Confederation was veering too much to 
the right and stated their intention to form 
a group of ''progressives'' to include Group 
A General Zionists, Haoved Hazioni and . , 
Ahyah Chadashah. Efforts were made to avoid 
a breach which were unsuccessful. At a sub
sequent meeting of the Confederation, under 
the chairmanship of Dr. Israel Goldstein offi-

' cial notice was taken by a vote of 11 to 3, 
Dr. Neumann opposing, of the formation of 
the progressive group of the General Zionists 
in Israel, with the understanding that this 
group would not establish branches inter
nationally. 

Should this group succeed in organizing it
self it wm ne tne'lm geM eeueraI Zloniat group 
in Israel. The Aliyah Chadashah has since 
agreed to join the progressive group together 
with Haoved Hazioni and the General Zion
ists. A conference of the progressive group 
is to be held in Tel Aviv some time in October. 
The intention is to put a progressive ticket in 
the Israeli elections that are to take place in 
November. 

"As recently as the meeting of world 
Zionists in Tel Aviv, Dr. Neumann, ac
cording to a J. T .A. report, 'stressed the 
'great danger' involved in the creation 
of 'two nations '-Israeli and Jewish.' '' 

It is discouraging that after all these years 
Mr. Rosenwald should be found correct even 
in a small, but important point, namely, that 
Dr. Neumann's views are shared "in the re
flections of many others' ' in that, for the 
first time in fifty years, a substantial body 
of ZOA members, rabbis included, has been 
taught to repeat throughout the land that the 
Zionist Movement must now be sensitive to 
the charge of '' dual allegiance.'' 
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lar911ber 19, 1948 

Dr. Jbba BWel SUTer, Cbairaan 
Jaerioan Seotion, Jni1h jpn07 tor Palestine 
16 •et 66th av..t. 
In York, 1. t. 

Dear Dr. SilTera 

I take tbia uana ot intondng 7ou that 
at a aHtiqot the luoutiT• ot the CollaittN 
tor ProcreaaiT• Zioa:la the attached statement 
••~adopted. 

CJl1rh 
enol. 

With Zionist C"•tinca, 
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Dear Friends 

COMIIITTEE FOR PROGRESSIVE ZIONISM 

250 West 43rd Street 
Room 315 

New York, B.Y. 

November 24, 1948. 

In view of the heated discussions which are now ta~ing plaoe with 
regard to the principles formulated and promoted by the Committee 
of Contributors, and in view of the flagrantly partial reporting 
which the New Palestine has been giving to these disoussions, our 
Committee called a special meeting to consider this matter. 

We discussed the problem at great length, and after a thorough 
examination of all the faotors involved, oame to the oonolusion 
that the prinoiples formulated by the Committee of Contributors 
are a logical consequenoe of Zionist history, and that their real
ization is highly to be desired in this historic moment. We are 
oonvinoed that these people are motivated by a sincere desire to 
make our fund-raising maohinery for Israel as effective as it can 
possibly be. 

I am enclosing a oopy ot a statement issued by our Committee which, 
I hope, will serve to clarify the issues and will help to unite all 
elements of the American Jewish community in behalf of the support 
for Israel. 

I shall appreciate your comments. 

CJR/a. 

s J. Rosenbloom 
Chairman 



Dear Friend, 

OOIIIIITTEE FOR PROGRESSIVE ZIONISM 

250 West 43rd Street 
Room 315 

Bew York, lf.Y. 

November 24, 1948. 

In view of the heated discussions whioh are now taking place with 
regard to the principles formulated and promoted by the Committee 
of Contributors, and in view of the flagrantly partial reporting 
which the New Palestine has been giving to these disoussions, our 
Committee oalled a speoial meeting to consider this matter. 

We discussed the problem at great length, and after a thorough 
examination of all thG factors involved, came to the conclusion 
that the principles formulated by the Committee of Contributors 
are a logical consequence of Zionist history, and that their real
ization is highly to be desired in this historic moment. We are 
oonvinoed that these people are motivated by a sincere desire to 
make our fund-raising maohinery for Israel as effective as it oan 
possibly be. 

I am enclosing a copy ot a statement issued by our Committee which, 
I hope, will serve to clarity the issues and will help to unite all 
elements of the American Jewish community in behalf of the support 
for Israel. 

I shall appreoiate your oomments. 

CJR/a. 

s J. Rosenbloom 
Chairman 
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SU±'MPft DOF&D BY IDOO!'IVB O<IIIIftD 0, 

The Ooaittee tor Progreaaive Zionism baa retrained trom entering into the our

rent oontrovera1 in the Vnited Palestine Appeal, in the oonviotion that it would be 

aoon resolved to the beat, iatereata ot the Zionist Movement and ot Israel. 

In view, however, ot oontinued publio diaouasion, and ot the demands tor an ex

preaalon ot it.a v1 ..... t.he COlllldttee atat.s the tolloringi 

Ivery Z1oniat who hu witnessed the revolutionaey ohangea whioh have taken plaoe 

in world Jewr, -- ~ oreatioa ot the State ot Israel -- · the State at war -- the 

illperaU:ve need and demand tor increased resources, both human and material, in order 

\o meet the heaT7 reaponaibllitiea ot the d.q, is toroed. to the realisation that 

ever, aegment ot Amerioan Jewr,, irrespeotive ot past identitioationa must be inte

p-ated into the work tor the support ot Israel. OnlJ by making the re1pon1ibilitle1 

ooextenaive with tbe reaouroea and good rill of the American Jeriah oollllllUlllt7 will 

it be poaeible t,o provlcle that support tor Israel whioh it now requires to meet _the 

hiatorio 41otatea of tile boar. 

!Ida pro1reaaion ia not unique in the Zioniat ■ovement. It haa been a oardinal 

prinoiple in th• extenaioa ot t.l:ae ZS.omit llonment from ita earliest da7•. It wa1 

OM ot the bulo ·ideal• of !heodor &rsl. After the iaauanoe ot the Baltour Deola

raUon, and again upon tbe laauanoe of \he aanclate, the Zionist lloT•ent invite4 for 

partiolpatlon :ln l\1 llbrt, all 1egmenta ot Jewry throughout the world whiol:a bad 

theretofore not part1olpate4 in lt1 prograa. !he Palestine 1ounclation l'un4, lt1elt 

one ot the parilff lil the oonvcwerq, na orpni1ecl in 1921 on thi1 prinoiple ot 

enlaqe4 ooopvatioa, u wu the J.mill lpno7 for Pale1the in ltn. 

ftth 'Ule •----• of the hate of Iarael tJieN la tod.q, more tun ev-er, aa 

iape111D& MN tor t.1ae N0011el7 ot that t'ratenaal. relatlouhip between J••• atfillatecl 

_. tlloae not. Wt.heno affl11at.d with th• Zloalat ....._..t,. 



The COJlllllittee for Progressive Zionism approves the program of the Committee ot 

Contributors tor (1) the reconstitution ot· the governing boards of the lJ'.P.A., so as 

to crant equal representation to th• Jewish communities throughout America, charged 

with the responsibility for raising the tunds of the lJ' .. P .. A., with that ot the exist

ing Zionist organizations, and (2) the transmission of all funds thus raised in the 

United States direotly to the beneficiary a.genoiea in Israel, 'by whom these funds 

shall be used and disbursed,. 

As members of the Zionist Organization of Amerioa, we call upon the ZOA adminis

tration to abandon any further controversy in the matter and to arrive at an early 

understanding and amicable a·greement with the Committee ot Contributors so as not to 

imperil the suooess of the 1949 United Jewish Appeal Campaign . 

• 
' V.an~mousl1 ,dopted at meetin·g of the Bzeout.ive ' 
'Oomdti.e held oA 1'hur1da7~ lovember 18, 194. a, 
'at th• $hera-,-Betaerlanda Hotel, lfew Yott Cit7, ' 
' Aiaong tho,e 1present weres Charle• J .. Ros•nbloom, t 

' Pi t~eburgh., , pre1tding1 Isidore Breslau, lash• • 
' ing\oa:i· Judge Loul1 L, Levinthal, Phll•delphiaJ • 
' Lout• • ~P•k7, Bew YorkJ llorri• tirpli•• t Wn • 
'torkf ·Iara!. Slaapi!ot Olevelu.dJ lion. Carl t 
• Sunnan Jew Torti Bu«olt G. Somteborn• Jew • 
' Y,i-kJ iob, rt Saold., Jew torkJ Dr. Stephen S. • 
• liie, •• York.. t 
t • 



~R,P:J, ~ - • 

t~i 
~~~ ~ 
~ fa$eJ 
ll '\/ ~ 

I 

~ v~~7 



.. • 

.. 

• harl 1. " oeeablaca 

ALLEN KLIVANS 
16901 SHAKER BLVD. 

CLEVELAND, OHIO 

Dee 

OGlldttee tor l ',1 n1 
1110 • 4'.1r4 :rox.ii 315 
•• York, e 

.o ce1T 4 ur tter of ovember 4th 
a..- eei I any 

• 
1 l t 
'1 ex1•t 
I 1'111 

1'9 ' 
o t ·--··- h 

rlyin ors 
llllll8G1' that l 1 o 

th t ell of ... 
ol o 

at 41 
I 

hl te, tt , 11 

V , I 
n ur 
toot 

t 
tots 

vi 1-tb 1t 1 
111 1n . h coml 

d 4ur1 t at 19ar 
t blol.48 lee "I 

as to the 
·-·-•tratlon of 

r, little 
thouaan4a 

M the 
to the 
to ,1ae 

t t 1onlet o u 
QA l'!I,•- thruo t t'he U • • 

nt of ts of th t of t • :t offloer 

I 
be bu 
~ 

a .. 

w, " l 

lp dec14 o ls 1 

rt 
e1bly 
tor "I' 



TOBE R'S Inc. 
==============-=======================cf]aJies' and 01'1isses '========= 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 

lllf ff Hln6 ff PPff Rf L' 
151 - 153 CONGRESS STREET 

PORTSMOUTH, N. H. 

TELEPHONE 805 

January 22, 1949 

American Zionist Emergency Council 
342 Madison Avenue 
New York City. New York 

Dear Dr. Silvers 

I am enclosing a letter reoei ved t ,rom the Committee 
tor Progreasi'Ve Zionism plus • · copy or my reply. I 
thought it might be o,£ inte,re st to you,, 

BAT/ab 



t 
GUSTAVE L. GOLDSTEIN 
453 South Spring Street 
Los Angeles 13, Calif. 
TRinity 9041 

C 
0 

Comittee for Progressive Zionism 
250 West 43rd Street 
New York 18, N. Y. 

p 
y 

Attention: Charles J. Rosenbloom, Chairman 

Dear Mr. Rosenbloom: 

January 25, 1949 

This is with reference to your January 19, 1949 letter and follow-up night letter in re the "urgent emergency meeting of the Committee for Progressive Zionism at the Hotel Biltmore on Sunday, January 30th, 
beginning at 10:30 A. M." 

I regret that I will be unable to attend this meeting but in expressing this regret it is only because I would like to have the opportunity to express my disagreement with tho "nebulous" objectives of your Committee. 

I have read with great interest all your previous mailings but I still have to have pointed out to me just what your Committee is complaining about and just what it seeks to accomplish. Everything seems to be so vague and indefinite that I cannot escape the conclusion that your Committee is unwilling to accept the results of Democratic processes~ 

At the Convention of the Zionist Organization of America, your Conmittee had an opJortunity to present its case in an effort to convince the delegates of your viewpoints and, assuming you v~re able to convince them, to get the z. o. A. to adopt your program and the leadership of the persons who arc interested in your Committe0. 

The most impressive thing about a Democracy is the opportunity afforded to a minority to convert its vie~point into a majority. Either your delegates could have defined the issues and have them acted upon by the delegates at the Convention or, as ap,eared more obvious, your delegates chose to run away from the situation and not draw the lines of battle. Since the present leadershi~ of the Z. O. A. "'8.s duly and regularly elected at the Convention it must be presumed that they have full authority to speak for the membership of the z. o. A., and that the z. O. A. membership has approved that leadership and its policies. 

In your January 19th letter you make comment about the "Now Palestine bans ar.y news, editorial or comment that does not directly glorify the current leadership or that does not reflect the 'administration line.'" 
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The New Palestine is the "house organ•• of the z. Oi.Ju and must 
necessarily reflect the policies of the z.o.A. as arrived at at 
the last Convention, and even under ordinary circumstances sound 
confidence in the leadership elected by the Z~O.A. When that 
leadership is under attack, I think it is more than proper for 
The New Palestine to lay special emphasis on the fine qualities 
of leadership displayed by the Z.O.A.'a duly elected leaders. 

I think it is about time, if you have a case, to state it 
succinctly and clearly without hinting at "boggeymen." Uhy not 
if you have a cas~, remove the dark clouds that seem to conceal 
"t? l. . 

Anyway, notwithstanding the fact that many of the persons as
sociated with your Committee are personal friends of mine for 
whom I have a very high personal regard, I feel that your Com
mittee, by its veiled attacks, is proving most harmful to the 
Zionist movement. It ought to "cease and desist" unless it is 
prepared to put its leadership to a test against the present 
leadership of the z.o.A. at the next Convention, and have that 
Convention decide whose leadership ZoO.A. wishes to follow. 

I write this without being partisan, but with deep feeling that 
at this critical time Israel must not be placed in jeopardy by 
an internal fight among American Zionists~ 

Sincerely yours, 

(Signed) Gustave L. Goldstein 

GLG:f 
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COMMI'ITEE FOR PROGRISSIVB ZIONISM 

Wl111IN TBB ZIONJST ORGANIZATION O'I AIIBRICA 

ISO Weat 11th Street, New York 19, N. Y. 

REPORT 01 COIFEBEBCE 

January 30 - Hotel Biltmore, N. Y. C. 

In a mood ot indignation and resentment against the latest and most flagrant act 
of wiltull destruction by the ZOA Administration, 200 Zionist leaders from all parts 
ot the country met on Sunday, January 30th, in New York .. , under the auspices of the 
Committee for Progressive Zionism, and moved quickly to organize a campaign to re
place the present dictatorial regime of the ZOA and to restore an administrative 
system based on demooraoy. 

Those present at the meeting, including some of the foremost Zionist leaders of 
this country, were deeply moved by the factual reports which described the present 
status of the Zionist movement and the steady deterioration of the relationship be
tween the ZOA and the Government of Israel, the World Zionist movement and the United 
States Government. 

Z, Q, A, JABS QI JEWISH 4GUQY 

The antagonism of the present leadership of the ZOA to all other sections of the 
Zionist movement was climaxed during the last week by a resolution adopted, it is said, 
by the National Executive Committee of the ZOA, which constitutes an open deolaration 
of war against the Executive of the Jewish Agenoy which is also the Exeoutive of the 
World Zionist Organization representing all seotions of the World Zionist movement. 

It was this open attack against the authority of the Zionist movement which 
moved the Committee for Progressive Zionism, at its meeting on Sunday, to adopt a 
program whose aim is to unseat the present regime of the ZOA and to bring about a 
closer relationship of the ZOA with other sections of the Zionist movement and the 
American Jewish community. 

The meeting adopted the following resolutionas 

I - QPEBfI· B'.IIQLJJTIQI 

The advent of the State of Israel, its transfer from a provisional to a permanent 
government, its recognition by the major nations ot the world led by the United States 
of America,. its ardent support bJ the overwhelming majority ot the Jews of thi• 
oountrr, will inevitably and in due course bring about the transformation of American 
Zionism, its organization and its tunotiona. 

An enlightened leadership of the ZOA would eeek to develop the kind ot an or
ganization that would draw into participation and oooperation all Amerioan Jews 
devoted to the upbuilding of Israel. 

The present administration of the ZOA bristles with antagoni1m1, re1ent1 and 
suppresses Justifiable criticism and constructive suggestions, has oloaed its ranks 
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to representative and pro·gressive leadership, has given its support to the most re
actionary political parties in Israel, and has lost oontaot with the Government ot 
the United States to the detriment ot Israel, and is even toda1 in open oontliot 
with the highest authorit1 of the World Zionist Organization, the Executive of the 
Jewish Agency. 

The Committee for Progressive Zionism, therefore believes that the best inter
ests of the Zion'ist movement in America would be served by changing the present 
regime of the ZOA at its next annual convention. We express the oonviot1on that if 
no suoh change is made, the ZOA will proceed from its present confusion to rapid 
disintegration.. We oall upon all members of the ZOA, its Distriots and Regions, to 
join our organized effort within the ZOA to aohieve the objeotive of strengthening 
the Zionist movement in Amerioa by nominating and eleoting an enlightened, progres
sive and representative leadership ot the Z.O.A. 

II - RESOLUTION ON RELATIONSHIP WITH THE JE(ISH AGENCY 

We have learned with amazement that the Exeoutive C·ommi ttee ot the Zionist 
Organization of America at its last meeting adopted a resolution including the 
followings 

"The Jewish Agency for Palestine be advised that the Zionist 
Organization of Amerioa deems any intervention by the Agenoy 
in the matter of teohniques and organization ot the American 
Zionist movement as not being within their oompetenoe and 
jurisdiotion1 

"A oablegram be sent to the Jewish Ageno1 for Palestine in 
Jerusalem advising them that their contemplated meeting in 
New York or elsewhere for a d:iaoussi.on. of Zionism on the 
American soene is both unprecedented and emphatio-ally in
opportune at this time." 

We voioe our strong protest against this attack on the authority of the Executive 
of the Jewish Agenoy by the pres.ent leadership of the ZOA. We welcome the Jerusalem 
members of the Agenoy Executive to this country, and express our oonfidenoe in them. 
We assure the Agenoy Executive of our loyal support in all their endeavors to aohieve 
effective cooperation in Amerioan Zionism .• 

In order to enable the OPZ to oarry on its aotivi tie·s, a tund raising ettort 
aiming at a goal of 1250,000 was initiated. Kr .. Fred llonoaaon, veteran Zionist 
leader, was elected Campaign Chairman. 

Harold J ~ Goldenberg, ot llinneapolis, presided. Among the speakers were Dr .. Nahum 
Goldmann, member of the Jewish Agency Executive, Dr. Stephens. Wise and Louis 
Lipsky, noted leaders of American Zionism, Judg~ Louis E. Levinthal, (the three 
latter being :former presidents of the z .. O.A.), Meyer Weisgal. Abraham Feinberg, 
Michael Stavitsky, Carl Sherman, and others. 

OUT OF TOD WITH THE WORLD ZIOIIS'l IIOVDDT 
Dr. Nahum Goldmann 

Dr. Goldntann began with an anal7ais ot the relationship ot local Zionist attaira 
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to the international soene. The role ot the ZOA must be loolced at from the point ot 
view that the establishment ot the Jewish State has made it neoeaaa17 to reorient 
the Zionist organization and reoonaider its relations to Palestine. Unlea1 there 11 
a new interpretation ot these relations the disintegration ot Jewry in the Diaspora 
will result. However, this central problem ot Zionism today, the relationahip ot 
Jews to Israel, cannot be solved in a matter of' months, but must take years and must 
go through a number of stages and steps. The World Zionist Organization, in all its 
aspects, will have to undergo revision. The Basle Program, shekel, party setup out
side of' Israel, must be revised. But regardless ot what happens, the World Zionist 
Organization must be the primary instrument of that change. No outside power can 
eliminate the Organization, which, tor the next few years, must be the means to re
organize the Jews around Palestine. Otherwise, there would be chaos. The World 
Zionist Organization will have to be the main instrument tor reshaping the relation
ship between Jews outside ot Israel and those in Israel. 

In another year or two, halt ot European Jewry may have left Europe. This will 
increase the proportionate importance of American Jewry within the framework of 
World Jewry outside of Israel. The Zionist movement in this country and the ZOA 
will play an important role. The main issue before the Zionist Congress will be 
just this problem of the relationship of Israel to World Jewry. It will make a big 
difference who represents American Zionists at the Congress, whether the group dom
inating the ZOA at present or groups whioh are not in aooord with their ideas. 

The ZOA as it is toda7 is out of tune with not only a large part of the Zionist 
group in America and a large part ot American Jewry, but also with the State of 
Israel and with the maJorit7 of the World Zionist movement. 

The present conflict is not about Kontor, despite the impression the Yiddish 
papers try to create. We should not allow the issue to be distorted into a personal 
one. In that oon£lict the large majority of the Executive of the Jewish Ageno7 here 
and in Israel has taken one position, backed by the Government of Israel, and 
Dr. Silver backed b7 Kr, Beumann has taken another position. A resolution ot the 
Executive of the ZOA was cabled to the Executive of the Jewish Agency in Jerusalem 
warning them not to come to this country. But the Executive of the Jewish Agency 
decided to disregard the warning and come here &nJWar, because the7 feel that it is 
of utmost importance to establish once and for all, who is the highest authority in 
the Zionist movement. 

The question of the autonomy of the ZOA in Zionist affairs in this country 
does not arise. The UPA collects money for the Agenoy and the World Zionist movement 
and not for the ZOA. A situation wherein an instrument defies its creator must be 
remedied. 

The ZOA is also out of tune with the Government of Israel. Whoever knows the 
inside situation of the World Zionist Movement and its relationship with the Govem
ment ot Israel knows it. The ZOA administration recognizes the State ot Israel de 
Jure but not de taoto. 

The ZOA is part ot th• Oontederation ot General Zionists but lt la also out ot 
tune with the General Zionist movement in the world. Whether the dittereno•• oan be 
overoome at the next Zionist Congr••• will depend on the willingnees ot th• ZOA to 
oompromise. In Israel, one part ot the General Zionist Organization tries to eatablish 
itself not as a kind ot liberal oentral party (as it always did before) but•• a 
right-wing bourgeois group. It is that right-wing group in Israel that is supported 
by the ZOA administration. 
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It is a Zionist duty to ole&n house within the Zionist movement in Amerioa. 
Zionism oannot tolerate a Tamman7 Hall maohine and the rule ot a small group. A 
voluntary movement (oontrary to a State with police powers) cannot use diotatorial 
powers, and cannot be effective and assume responsibility if it is organized as is 
the ZOA today. Such rule rill not do within the Zionist movement, espeoiall7 today, 
when we have to organise the good will ot Jews who are already tor us. 

It is an essential Zionist duty to organize properly the Zionist movement in 
this oountry so that the World Zionist movement oan tultill the purpose and task it 
must faoe in the next few years. It must be done this year. 

AUTOCRATIC CONTROL SHUTS OUT OPPOSITION 
Louis Lipsky 

In his address, Kr. Lipsky said: there is a government in the ZOA administra
tion called the Exeoutive. But the Executive does not make any decision of importance. 
It never overrode the president or the small group that controls the ZOA. When we 
try to change the administration, we are not attacking the ZOA which is just as dear 
to me as to an7one else in the movement. The present regime has oontinued in offioe 
for four rears. It stifles opposition, and suppresses an1 honest expression of 
opinion. It eeeks to control without free debate, without the scrutiny- of the public. 
The NEW PALBSTIIE is closed to discussion. Control has become the objective of the 
Zionist Administration. • 

The present administration is organized for attaok - attack on everyone and 
everything - until finally the whole psychology is attuned to attack. Why is the 
ZOA spending so mu.oh of their money always attacking? 

All Jews are enoompaesed by the destiny ot creating the Jerish State. Anyone 
who obstruots it because of arrogance or lust for power will fall because he is 
standing in the way of the fulfillment of Zionist aims. This is not a movement to 
proscribe anybody. It is a movement where everyone who works for this common good 
is welcome and the forces that are destroying the common good must give plaoe to 
other forces. The regime of the ZOA of today must make way for a new regime. It we 
don't do it for love of the Jewish people and love for the oauae, it will be done 
by others with force and anger and hatred and destruotion. We are doing it in suoh 
a way as to make it possible for the ZOA to win the Jewish onmmunities. The Jewish 
people have contributed aa muoh to the suooess ot the Zionist movement as an7 ot the 
Zionists have. Everyone is entitled to a seat at the table. To do this in an orderly 
way we organize ourselves to ohange this regime. 

The obstinacy ot Silver was an important thing in the war against our enemies. 
But his obstinacy internally must not continue to the detriment of the movement. 
The ZOA is the most important organitation in the Galuth. To abandon it would be 
folly. It would be stupidit7 to give it up to the control of thoae oontrolling it 
now. It would be a laok of faith ot whioh none of us should be guilt7. Therefore 
the resolutions we adopt are important. They should not indicate the oheapness and 
vulgarity of the resolutions adopted by the ZOA. We are engaged 1n bringing into 
the ZOA those prinoiples of moralit7 and regard for the Jewish people as a whole 
which reflect the old Zionist spirit - &JJDPathy for Jews, oonoern tor their future, 
interest in their rights. We are working to recover in ihe Zionist Organization 
those virtues that had been lost in the warlike struggles ot the movement. The 
Zionist Organisation has beoome a rendezvous tor ambitious persons who want to wreok 
their will on the Zionists ot the United States and tultill their own personal am-
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bi tions. The time has come tor peace. We are the instruments ot peaoe. Those stand
ing in its war should be remoTed legally and bf those prineiplea b7 whioh we are 
guided as Zioniata. 

I appeal to 7ou therefore not onl7 t,o adopt resolutions and give contribution• 
which are essential, but 7our duty lies in the work within the regions, distriota and 
among your friends. If we do this, the voice and arrogance ot the present ZOA leader• 
will melt in the heat ot our anger and ind.1gnat.1on. 

TBB ZOA - AB IlrSTRUIIDT J'OR SBLF-GLORIIPICATI01' 
Dr. Stephen S. Wise 

I want to throw a little supplementary light on the UPA. About three months 
ago, I sent a telegram urging a meeting of the Board ot Directors in order to pass 
on aotion which had been taken by the Exeoutive Committee. For five months the 
problems of the UPA have been dealt with by a controlled executive oommittee and no 
meeting of the Board of Directors has been oalled - with one reason or another given. 

Some day you are going to give me a medal for sitting through six or eight of 
the nauseating meetings of the Executive of the UPA marked by violent diatribes b7 
Silver and Neumann and by foul and loathsome speeches b7 the candidates for suooessor 
to Neumann. More fawning went on in order to gain the favor of Dr. Silver and to be 
remembered on the day ot eleotion. But still no meeting of the Board ot Directora. 

Thus there are some d1£terenoes whioh cannot be settled with Dr. Silver and 
Dr. Neumann. Two suoh ditferenoea which cannot be settled are {l) laok of demooracy 
and what is even more serious (2) the desire to exeroise control over Israel. With 
regard to the first, demooraoy has fled from the ZOA, whioh is an autocratio dic
tatorial organization that does not know democracy. How oan we settle with that? I 
have not given my lite to Zionism to have the State of Israel Silverized and 
Beumannized. We fought for a tree progressive State in Israel. The regime here is 
a mortal enemy of the Government of Israel. The Government of Israel since Kay 16th 
is almost as great a miraole aa the miraole ot the Jewish State. 

We will make up our dltterenoes with Silver and Neumann when they reaooept the 
demooratio faith, and when the7 oease to deal with Ben Gurion as it he were Bevin 
and with the State ot Israel aa it .it were our enelllJ. 

It the masses in the Zionist movement today understood the intent of the reso
lutions passed by the ZOA Exeoutive Committee, they would consign them to oblivion. 
We would not have had to bold this meeting today. If 7ou will it, that Beumann-Silver 
regime will oome to an end. 

In oonoluaion, I support these resolutions. We will give and secure whatever 
funds are required in order to dislodge the group which disgraoes the Zionist move
ment and whioh is hostile to the Jewish Ageno7 and the World Zionist Oongreaa. 

I want to see the State ot Israel. But when I go I want to be able to 1ay ot 
American Zionism that •we are not going to tether you, to imprison you. We want a 
liberal progreeaive demooratio forward-looking State.• I teel that the biggest 
problem in my lite 11 still before me. We are going to liberate the Zionist Organi
sation ot Amerioa and help to keep the State ot Israel a great tree, demooratio, 
liberal progressive State worthy ot our paat. 
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llre Benjllldn A. Tober 
lSl Conpee Street 
Par'tllloa1:h, .. Hlllpabire 

11T dear Kr. Tobe-1 

I • ptetlal to 70\l tor 70tJr ~ in 11uU111 • 
OuPI' ot the letter .~ 7011 addN~ to lfre Ro111lblOCII 

tbl O: 1 ttee tw eo-oallec! Pl'op'eN!w a.s.n.. I _. 
Jcqad r•l41• 7our latter ~. 

I wll• ot ooL. look forward wit.h pl.am to ~11111 you 
at t.be Z1ca1.•~ ~on wmN I • oaatJ.dlln that ta poai
tim ot allot u wbo an won:IDI in tm z.o.A. will be .,.. 
plate~ Tindioated. 

JINt OOl'di~ :roan, 

ABBA mIJ,BL SD,VIR 
AHS1er 



COMMITTEE FOB PROGRESSIVE ZIONISM 

WH111N TBB ZIONJBT ORGANIZATION OP ANBBICA 

ISO Yell 17th 8bee&, New Yen lt, N. Y. 

lebniaey 4, 1949 

I I I Q I A I l2 J1 I 

TO THE DISTRICTS ABD REGIONS OF THB ZOA 

OOPY 

Aoting within its oonstitutional rights, the Committee for Progressive Zionism 
has given notice to all Zionist Distriots and Regions that it intends to oall tor a 
change of regime in the ZOA at the next annual convention. 

A oonferenoe of interested parties -- all ZOA members, many representatives of 
districts and regions -- was held at the Biltmore Hotel on January- 30th, under the 
chairmanship of Harold J. Goldenberg. Two principal resolutions were adopted. (See 
attaohed.) • 

The ZOA administration, using the general funds of the ZOA to which all members 
contribute, has now called an •extraordinary national oonferenoe•, to be held in New 
York on February 13th, of the officers ot all Zionist districts as well as me~bers 
ot the Administrative and Executive Committee to consider •the present situation of 
the American Zionist Movement." Thia oonferenoe will undoubtedly be used by the 
administration to secure a oondemnation of "all oharges brought against the ZOA 
leadership.• 

( 

No intimation is given of any desire to have both L~ea represented, the com
plainant as well as the defenders. It is expected that an attempt will be made to 
force a vote expressing confidence in the administration after hearing what the ad
ministration has to say. The opposition is not invited to attend. Any decision 
made is to be baaed on ex part• statements. 

/ This is most undemocratic procedure. 
\_, ZOA administration oould perpetuate itself 

and ZOA apparatus to stifle all oritioism. 

If it is allowed without protest, every 
in otfioe by using administration funds 

A government {or administration) of the ZOA represents all ita members. The 
funds ot the organization and its entire apparatus oannot fairly be used to repel 
oritioiam of the groups within the ZOA who are compelled to pay their own expenses 
in order to oonduot a publio aervioe whioh their oritioism represents. 

Go to the oonte.renoe on J'ebruar7 l~th and speak your own mind. !ell the group 
that wants to use you to perpetuate their control ot the ZOA what you think ot the 
polioiea the7 have been pursuing -- Uie polioy ot deatruotion, the polio7 ot reorim
ination and war, the polio7 ot disregarding publio opinion. 

Sinoe when has oritioiam and opposition beoome a on.me in th• ZOAT The right 
to ori tioi1e one• a own organisation ia inalienable in the Zioni1t movement. heroia• 
your right without tear or favor. 

Oharl•• J. lloaenbloom, Chairman 
OOIIIIDittee tor Progr.eaeive Z1oniam 



Committee for 
PROGRESSIVE ZIONISM 

within the 

ZIO 1ST ORGA 11ZATI01' 01'' MERICA 

250 WE T FIFTY- 'EVE TH TREET • NE~ YORK 19. N. Y. • ROOM 1014 • PL 7-4725 
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Clwirma11 

CHARLE J. Ro ·E 'BLoo r 
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.EzR Z. ~HAPlltO 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Chairman, Exec. Comm . 

ABRAH M FEI BERG 
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Secretary 

JoEL Gno 
Newark. . }. 

February 9, 1949 

Dear Friend: 

A number of oruoial issues affecting American Zionism 
are now being discussed. In order that your district may 
have the benefit of all points of view, we would appreciate 
having on the enclosed card the names and addresses of your 
officers. 

We are sure you will want to have the information for 
your membership so that t hey may be informed and may arrive 
at decisions based on the facts. 

Sincerely 

Rosenbloom 
CJR:gb 



EXECUTIVE OMMITTF:E 
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Or. Bcnjumiu \\. Ahrum:.ou, Columbus, 01,io 

Ralph F'. Bu 1,, IJo 1011, Mass. 

Herman \V. Herm.tdu, ew )' urk. 1\. ) . 

Hobert ~1. llt.•ru,,.tt·in, f>hiladelplii.a, J>u. 

Ur. Philip U. lfook tuucr. llurri burg, Pu. 

laurice M. llouk. h'rn, i\ew } urk, . ) . 

1 udor • lire luu, ~! u ·hiragton JJ. C. 

Adolph BrinLcrg. JJrooklJ·11, l\. l . 

William •. Cohen, 't, Lom , lo. 

' amuel H. Daroff, l'hiludelpliia, Pa. 

Harry 11. Ehrlich Springfield Mas . 

(;eorge 1. 1'o, i\ew )orh, !\. }. 

H.aLbi Hnhnt A. l•rit-Jmau, Denver, Colo. 

Rabbi \~ illiam l'. Gre •nfielJ, Jndianapoli .. Ind. 

Or. ~lax Grucuewald, Millburn, . J. 

Jo&eph Halbert, \ew }: or/,, \. } . 

Benjamin R. Harri , Chicago, Ill. 

1 aac S. Heller, et Orlearu. L<i. 

Lawrenc . Horowitz, Philadelphia, Pa. 

amuel F. Jacob&on, Chicago, Ill. 

Edmund l. Kaufmann, JJ u:sltington. D. C. 

·amucl J. Kcit-er, Baltimore. Md. 

Jo epb Kohn, Phifodelphiu Pa. 

It.adore Lul"uir, Philadelphia, J>a. 

Harr) Lc\'int· L4!011uu lt•r, MWliJ, 

Judgt· Loui,,. E. Ll·vinthal, Pliiladelphiu. Pu. 

Luuii, Lip Ly, J\ ew ) orl., ,\. \ . 

.\Je:\. Lo" cuthal, Pituburgh. Pu. 

Oa, id H. Lurit.·, uLica, ' . l'. 

I· rcderi<.- H. \laaau Philadelphia, Pu. 

lorri Marguli • , I ew }'ork. . l . 

Ur. Joad1i111 Priuz, ewarl,. 1'. ). 

. ·01 I{ •ill'l', 1\ f!1tbttrgh, . ) . 

Bt:ruarcJ Hichurd , ew }: ur/., . } . 

Loui P. Rocker, ew } ork, N. } . 

'amucl Rothb~rg. Peoria, Ill. 

.\lf n·d H. ~acb , Clet•ela1&d, Ohio 

llllrry ~ht:t•r, Chu:u.su. lll. 

JuJge Jacob J. ' ·hwol ky, llurt/ord. Conn. 

Carl ' hcrman, ,\t•w ) ork, , . } . 

\Jo,,c 1. pcert, IJaltimurl!. Md. 
.J 

\lirha ·l \. tu\it, y, eu: rk, . J. 

Rob~rl • .wid cu } ork. l\. \ . 

l,e D. Waldaucr, Mempl&i , Ten11. 

IJ1·. Jacob J. \\ ~,11,,t •in, Cl,i.cago, Ill. 

.\It• )W \\ . \\- d gal, ew ) ork, , . Y. 

Joct'l,h \\. •i,-i,, t } or/.-, lti. ) . 
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April 26 1 1949 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

In connection with the Fifty-Second Annual Convention 
scheduled for the May 28th week-end in New York City, I 
earnestly hope that you will be represented by a .full delega
tion. I am sure you realize that this will be a most impor
tant Convention, and every district therefore should be 
represented to its fullest numerical strength. 

In the event, however, that you are not 1n a position 
to send all of t he delegates to which your membership entitles 
you, I respectfully suggest the names of those Zionist person
alities who comprise our officers and Executive Committee and 
who are prepared to go to New York as delegates from your 
district. 

Should you choose one or more 0£ the Zionists named on 
this letterhead as your representative, he, or they, will, 
following the Convention, either personally or in writing sub
mit a report to you on the Convention proceedings. 

I hope that you will give favorable consideration to 
this suggestion and notify the Z.O.A. Election Board of any 
name or names that you will have chosen from this list to 
serve as delegates representing your district. I should also 
deeply appreciate it it you would drop me a note stating what 
action you have taken on my recommendation. 

With Zionist greetings, 

. Rosenbloom 

P. S. This communication is addressed to all Z.O.A. district 
chairmen and secretaries. In the event that 7ou no longer 
occupy one of these offices I I should be very gra tetul to 
you it you would forward this letter to your present chair
man or secretary. Thank you. 

C.J.R. 



CO~ITTEE roR FRO~SSlV! ZI~TISM 
250 West 57th Street, Ne,.1 York City 

THE Z .O .A. AD1-!INI STRATI ON CO?!PUSES THE ISSUE 

The leadership of the Z.O.A. 1s seeking to avoid discussion and confuse 
the issues by trying to nake it appear that the aim of the Committee for 
:Frogressive Zionism is to undermine "the strength and authority of the Z.0.A, '' 
This is the reverse of the truth. 

The objectives of the Pro~ressive Committee are to bring about in regular 
democratic fashion a change of the present Z.O.A. regime at the next convention~ 
A movement to overthrow the administration may reflect, as ours does, the desire 
to increase the stren~th and authority of the Z.O,A; not to meaken it. It 
mi~t just as correctly be said that the Re-:m,blicans in the last election aimed 
to destroy the American republic .. ,hen they tried to defeat }resident Truman. 

As the State of I 1rael faces the end of the "''ar and the be ginning of peace, 
the moral authority of the Z.0.A. ad~inistration sinks lo•uer and lower. By 
now the Z.0.A. should rave established it~ leadership in the organization of all 
Ze•vish forces a··•akened to thP res 1.,onsi biliti(n of th~ Je,-1ish State. It should 
be operating in a friendly atmosnherP.. It sl~ould be more influential than ever, 
morally stronger. Have not its efforts of fifty y~ars been crowned ,.,ith 
miraculous success? 

J'\.AS t the reserve is the case, T:r..e z.O~A• does not knovr ,,,here it should be 
going. A perverse spirit has gotten control of this ~rganization. It is 
dominated by the strange desire to impress the American -.:e•rrish community - no1111 
at one witn its traditional objective - with its "pomer" and authority. It 
sees a challenge to that authority in every free activity in aid of Israel~ 
It 111ants now to have a monopoly in all Zionist affairs, which it never had 
before. It claims jurisdiction over Americans for Haganah, Materials for 
Palestine, the united 1alestine Apfeal and tne 1merg~ncy Cot,ncil. It clashes 
with the Jewish Agency and tre Government of Israel, It insists that the whole 
United States must recognize its right to rule or suffer its displeasure and 
condign punishment. 

As a result, the Z,O.A. administrRtion gives the impression of being at 
,,·ar with the Je,.,s of A.Ioorica and ••1 ith the ~ews of Fales tine. Its entire front 
bristles with antagonisms. It has lost all its amiability. It creates and 
fosters controversies, instead of softening them. It stimulates and exaggerates 
partisan and personal bickerings, instead of straightening them out. It fumes 
anQ den0un~es and threatens. It is determined to rule or ruin. 

This derangement is due to the acqu.ired habit of a regirre which has outlived 
its usefulness and is unable to turn a corner to deal 1111 ith a ne•~r situation which 
requires a new a})}Jroach and ne•,, methods. It is also due to the fact that the 
small group of men in control of Z.O.A. affairs ,':l.re in mortal fear that their 
four-year control ,uill be broken by new forcef) that have come to life in Zionist 
circles and in the Je,·•ish comrrru.nity. In ore.or t0 defend their authority, treir 
status and 1.)lace, they "'ant to stifle fre8 thinkin--; and free action. They are 
determined to ~hokB off discus 3i on of vital i ssUE~r,, turnin~ every of fie ial 
Zionist meeting into an assembly of 11 party members'' to hold to the official line 
at all costs. 

Free discussion ,,ould destroy them arrl they kno••r it. For that reason th'e 
N~w Palestine - the only official org~n of the Z.O.A. - slants all its new1and 
bans the airing of views that do not glorify or hail the current leadership. 
Not only is the New fale.stine an organ speaking only for the administrution, but 
a staff of Je11rish writers employed on the Yiddish press are paid to ••rrite as 
ordered in sup,ort of administration leadP.rs, administration policies and to 
attack on signal any object against which the finger of Z.O.A. official dis
pleasure is pointed. 

Never in Zionist history has the Z.O.A. administration - out of its general 
funds to which all members contribute. employed so large a staff of ~riters and 
pro:p8€andists wnose chief task is to defend the administration and to attack its 
critics. 

The rapid culmination of events in Israel has undoubtedly confused tM Z,0.A, 
leadership. They are exhausting themselves in a frantic attempt to retain their 
power without understanding that under the ne,,, conditions all po~er has passed 
over to the State of Israel •here 1 t belo~s, and that it is the businees of all 
Zionists in the Galuth to adju;t themselves to the inevitable consequences of 
Zionist political s~cess. 

• 




