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¢/o A, Epstein,
25 Nachmani Street,
Tel Aviv.

eptember, 1948
No.7

The Executive Director,
Z2.0.A.
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I feel it necessary to call your attention once more to
the need for adequate welfare services among those who have come here
from abroad to help in the present emergency.

I was informed today again by an active worker from
abroad that his co-nationals here have complained rather bitterly. In
respect to certain items as for example, deficiencies in food or
cigarettes he said this also applied to the local population. But he
said that his fellow-nationals complained of being treated in a surly
manner and that even their very presence here was not only unappreciated
but resented. Some thought that they were suspected of trying to take
away the jobs of the local personnel, whereas many had given up very
goad jobs in order to come here. Of course, their ignorance of Hebrew
has also been a source of a certain amount of disregard, if not
contempt. These signs are.dutomprehensibie but I am sure that the
complaints have not been exaggerated

This situation can obviously lead to very unfortunate
results, and one of the ways of remedying it is to have here people of
the -type of welfare officials who know Hebrew and who can act as a

bridge of understanding between the newcomemsand the "natives" as it
were. ;

{2{1;%
E. M. Epstein.
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e THE JEWISH AGENCY FOR PALESTINE

Telegrams ; “JEVAGENCY'” JERUSALEM 20th September, 1948,
Telephone : 4671 (9 LINES) 0
Codes : BENTLEY'S

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE
P. 0. Bex 92

/’7%‘/ A / i /’W RN Jerusalem
Dr, AH. Silver, Chairman
Executive of the Jewish Agency,

The Temple, :
Cleveland, Ohio, U.S.A,

Ref: No.

Dear Dr. Silver,

I should like to inform you that in order to facilitate
close associations with the various youth organisations in the U.S,A.,
the decision has been taken to send a representative of the Youth and

Hechaluts Department to the U.S.A.

e : Wr. Gershon Asculai, who has been appointed to serve as
“representative of the Youth and Hechalutz Department in the United
States, is now on his way to New York.

: Gershon Asculal has had a long experience of conditions
in this country and of youth affairs. He is fully acquainted with the
-activities and plans of the Youth and Hechalutz Department. It will
be his job in America to keep in close contect with all Zionist youth
movements irrespective of their political affiliation. I trust that
through this appointment, the Youth Movements in the U.S.A. will de
still further strengthened to the advantags of all concerned.

Any assistance extended to ll’r?.,v"Aqdum in the discharge °
of his duties will be greatly appreciated. - | : '

" Yours sincerely,

Hoad of the Youth and Hechalyfs Department .
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October 22, 1948

re Arthur Lourie _
Jewish for Palestine
16 Bast 66th Street

New York 21, New York

My dear Mr, Louries

I am sending you the enclosed information about M,
Simon M, Davidian who wishes to obtain a visa far

Isrsel, He was in to see me, I am sure that you

will do whatever you can to facilitate his trip to
Iarael,

With all good wishes, I remain

Most cordially yours,

ABBA HILLEL SILVER
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34 Alfast, Rehavia, Jerusalem

December 27,1948
Dear Sidney;i

. 1 do not know whether you are aware that a censorship of mail-
in and out- as well as of cables, is now in force. For some time it was not
admitted publicly but now we have to indicate on envelopes with outgoing mail the
language of the co-uuniaation. and incoming letters are now re-sealed with gum
slips stating that they have beean opened by censor. This of course causes &kaxix.
delay. There is some speculation as to whether the precaution is purely militery
or not. As regerds transatlantic phone conversations as they are conducted by
Wireless anyone tuning in to the required wave length can hear whatever is said.

There has also been some bitter annoyance because of the behavior
of Income Tax assessors which has been expressed vigomously in Haeretz., It
seems that they have been demending data and decuments much beyond their competence
under the existing law. Shops have been entered and an estimate made of counter
takings, for example, and other similar methods. Representations have been made
to the head of the Devartment who is considering them. Economic circleghave
pointed out that such methods will hardly encourage nrivate canital to come here,
which is pertinent because there is actually a Government Committee sitting to
consider ways and means of attracting investments from abroad! Incidentally
Israel investors have vointed out that any concessions or attractions offered
to orivate capital must be available to local as well as foreign investors,
which seems only fair.

lconomic problems remain extromely serious. It seems that the
Treasurer is ovposed to subsidies in order to keen prices down of essential
commodities, which is the system adonted successfully by Britain. The workers are
against stabilising of wages, so we are in a cleft stick, The cost of living
‘keeps rising with wages following suit. Mr. Hoofish has been charged with
finding$ a solution but he is not a new man and one wonders if he will pronose
or accomolish anything new. Sooner or later we shall have to pay for the inflation.
It would of course be healther if the economic issue could be divorced from politics.

llootion campaigning is becoming more intense. In Jerusalem on
Saturday thoro were 20 meetings and in Tel Aviv many more. The compilation of the
Slate of oach,party cannét be postponed now and this is giving rise to internal
debate in most parties., Apart from the selection of the candidates what is
important ie their respective placé on the list, for the number of candidates
electedis counted from the ton and no one can tell how many seets a party will gain.
After a long lileuls; n in the Executive Committee, the Gemeral Zionist decided
to place Fritz Be jein at the tove of their List and not Israel Rokah. The
voting at 2 a.m, vas 22 and 17 but quite a 'few of both sides had gone home.
Rokah had been invited to attend the meeting, as did Bernztoin. but he deélined.
There is now proceeding negotiation with him and other respecting the rest of the
Slate., If Rokah accobta second place the Jerusalem Branch wants Auster to be third.
(Rokah as well asg Anﬂtor has dissociated himself from the vroposed Mayors Liss.)
;innir. Shoshanna !brcitc. Krinitski, Serlin, eto. are other: .candidates. - Both
the Gonorni Zionists and the Progrosltvoi are expecting about the same number of
seats = ten each, . ut I donbt 4f there will be 20 for both. Greenbsum wWill not
get it, it is believed, more than anough to elect himself, but.they are Gcncro.l
zxoniut votes taken away, a8 Ulll as the WIZO, Sefardin. etc.
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The Progressives also have their difficulties about the Slate.
Rosenblueth im $0 be on top but there was not agreement about number two. Granovsky
claimed it, and when denied, absented himself from a function of the varty.
Altho he is also a member of the Oved Zioni, Kolodni expected this placé. The
outcome is not yet known. : )

A I exvect that you have been hearing from Dr. Goldstein. He
told me this morning that he is very unhappy about. the General Zionist split.

~ Both groups have invited him to Receptions, but he feels that if they cannot
get together £xm for such a purpose, he cannot go to either separatély. I have
already revorted that there is much sentiment in fagor of re-union, but it is
generally believed that it can, if at all, only be accomplished after the elections.
Mr. Tumkewitz has arranged a Hanuka function under the auepices of the Meriaz
of the Confederation in:Tel Aviv which mgix might be a neutral meeting placd.

The 4-party Religious bloc has held together so far, sponsored
by an erray of Rabbis, but the Histadruth has succeeded in ‘'orgeniging a Workers
Religious party of Hystadrut members of potential members, who were not satisfied
with the union. The Jewish and Arab Communists have Joined forces which makes
their slogan "We will not give up the Negev" a bit peculiar, The Revisionits

and Herut have not yet come together. Indeed not much is heard from the
Revisionists, since it is the World Union which turmed down the merger and not tle

Israsl sector.

There is guessing about the Arab vote, some 40,000 if all entitled
to do so exercise the franchise. I hear that Mapai and Mapam expect to get the
Arab workers support, but the other elements will be puzzled. The suggestion that
the orthodox Arabs will vote for the Religious bloc sounds somewhat bizarre.

As for the new olim all the oprosition parties will exploit
their dissatisfaction, :

I would not yet attempt a forecast of results. Surnrises may
beAn store for us. Naturally the superior organigzation and financial resources of
Mgpai and Mapam are bound to tell. There are however indicationsthat the middle-
class is realigzing what is at stake and may rally to the centre parties « if not
to Herut. Daily contacts with the machinery of Government and the Army are not only
disavpoint ing but, often exasperating. Officials, mostly untrained, do not serve the
public but special interests, or are simply incompetent. This prejudices the
unorganized as well as members of the smaller parties, and one hears grumbling from
@all sides. This may well exvress itself in the polling. On the other hand,
there is always the attraction to those who suffer to Join the strong rarties Just
in order to get the protection they lack - this applies to the Liberal professions,
etc, : i : . '

Mr. Agronsky has officially joined the Mapai and is now engaged
in ‘electioneering for them. This follows his joining the Board of management of
. "Davar® the Mapai morning paper. He has taken nains to try and divorce the "Post"
from his action by inserting a notice in it that the vaner is' not the organ of the
Government or of any party. Of course the fact that this notice appears just
now is significant. Actually Agromsky and the "Post" have followed the Mapei
line whemver Yishuv affaire were an issue in the pener, but hispublic identificetion
with the party makegmore obvious the Ink, One does not know the nature of the
agreement with "Davar." 1t is announced that Joint news services will be organized
and it is clear to those who know that the financial pesition ‘of the "Podt™
has seriously declined, that economies and increased revenue must be a motive. At
the same time we cennot overlook that enother presumed Genersl Zionist hes sought
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his career in the.winniix-party and this, under the State, must be exvected.
It happened also in British politics when the tide turned in favor of Labor, and
Liberals went over to that mmxy.party.

fhe "Post" shares up to 51% were acgquired from Bernard
Reenblatt by the Jewish Agency, and I have not heard that it ever disvosed of
them. A vprivate investor bought up mostof the other shares. Agronsky told me
there was a question of whether the "Post" should continue, whether there was need
of an English daily and if so in Jerusalem. He thought there was. 1 agreewith
him, but I am very sorry that the "Post" will now ~ despite its disclaimer - hardly
be expected to champion any other view or interest but that of Mapei and "Davar."

To my mind therefore the question should be asked whether it is
not necessary to issue in Isrsel another English publication which would present
the General Zionist outlook and reach our friends abroad, as well as all those other
interests, Jewish and Christian and Moslem, here and in the Middle Bast. It is
Agronsky's intention to produce an BEnglish "Weekly Post"™ for abroad. Naturally
it must be expected that this Weekdy Post will follow the line of the daily.

We badly need to revive the "Palestine (Israel) Review"
which did present our problems in a digestible form as well as provide an
intelligent background of Israel 1ife. The "Review" was badly affected commepcially
during the war and appears now only irregularly, It has no debts, howsver, and
could with a modest capital outlay be quickly brought back to its vigorous period
as a Weekly. I would suggest that this proposal be considered now before sther
facgs make its adoption, if desired, more difficult.

1 enclosed another cutting on UPA. This is from Hamishmar
of 24th Dec. It takes a somewhat different line than formerly, not trying to
blame the Jewish Agench here (which means for it Mapai) for not oreventing the
controversy. But it adds that the dispute is not yet settled and that Dr. Goldstein

is at variance with the Agency here on the matter.

Some time ago I suggested that & message of encouragement should
be sent to the General Zionist Party here by the ZOA. This would be of distinct
value. I know that not all the ZOA administration may be of one mind, but it is
surely wise to strengthen the Party now mk when it goes to the polls, even the
~later there may be & re-union with the Progressives, It is indeed necessary to
demonstrate to the oropsective voters for the party here that it has the moral
end practical support of the General Zionists abroad and especially of the
importeant ZOA. This may well mean a considerable difference in the polling.

A well~drafted message cabled across which could be broadcast to the whole
electorate would be of immense help.

I hope you received the two numbers so far issued of the
Bulletin of the General Zionists in English. Perhaps some of the material could
be quoted in the ZOA vress and Yiddish papers. I am told that there has been a
favorable response by meil from the recipients of the Bulletin, and would welcome
your reaction,

», Ifohall Just repeat that 1 have |onf_ydh lovbrii bnichplfof '
logal clipnings on the UPA dispute and trust they have duly arrived.

.

31Qh-kihd regards, " s
: Sincerely yours,
Elias Enstein
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