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Bl!P! YII!!\S,lrl W (ltlf;:Shfkel)• 
The following 11 a suggeetton tor an 1nat1 tution of Jewish life, embod7lng 

an4 es;preeatng: 

1. Judaiem' • blatoric self-4ecllcation to learning in both 1 ta ancient 

and modern man1teetat1one. 

2. The nee4 tor a deeper and more specific cultural and epiritual bond 

between Jf!IW1 eveeywhere and Ierael • 

• • • 
it ia general.17 recognized that there must now be a le11ening or complete 

dieoontinuation ot political ties between the aovereign state of Israel and 

Jews outside of it. :By the same token, the problem of finding a continued 

ep1ritual and cultural bond, takes on more lmportance than ever. In seeking 

e%preaaion for this bond, history offera precedents 

'rhi• precedent 1• in the 1neti~t~o~ oft~~- tb£2¥h which Jew• 1n the 

past eag,reee~~ ~e,~r m}?ttt pt the ap1ritµal focal ce~t~re o~ their people. 

'rhe Beka, which•• tirat offe~ed to the Temple. au. t~n to Yavneh and the 

later academies of Jewish learning. wae the 17Jibol firat, ot an unbreakable 

·Jewish spiritual unit7, .pera=1e'ting d.espi\e political and geographical diversity.• 

Second, it expressed the fact that thi• unity was h1ator1cally centered in 

tera.el. Through the support of the central inatitution cf l•rning and spirit 

in Israel, both of the above important theme• wreexpreesed. The ~eka was 

the concrete symbol of thie expres11on. (In a broader and more personal sense 

it aleo 1nd1cated allegiance on the part ct ne17 Jew to the idea of Torah.) 

Todq, the J evieh people' a ce;trpl lpatitytiop of leHDin& etanda on Mount ; 

Scopu overloo~ng the ai te of the Temple. L1ke the Temple and the later 

academie1 of learning, it _111 the apex of Jewr,a cultural and intellectual 

striving. Like them, it is the common poese1a1on ot JeWtJ of nery land no 

matter what their political or religious shadinc• Though not a pu.rel7 re

ligi~• 1net1tut1on, it 11 7et the 1p1r1tJw., bllr ■.4 c;_en,iZIP'II sat,ta.\,QdiSOr

.tlop _to PJiD4 MA 1R&!1,t 4wh1ch ,!at. 'fppl,1, ·xcuia, MA \hi ecac1em111 of lllJWpg 

oac, 1mgll11A~ More than~ other institution, 1t inherit• their h1etor1e 

taakll. It can be both the un1tying spiritual focue for world Jettr7 and the 

1nat1t'Q.t1on through which Jewa can most naturall.7 •Jmb611se and exprese their 

cultural bond with I•rael. lnheritinc the hietoric twiction• ot the previous 

• The term ~elm per head" (Ex: ,S...26) 1s ueed in referring to the halt-eheke~ 
pd.cl b7 eve17 Jev to the Temple. 

• 1rom the 11t to the 15,h ot .ADAB. t~e J8a. wa1 collected.. Later, :Aarim 
eve, before the re~ng of the Meg11lah, became \he ,racUttonal momen\ 
tor collection of the !elca. 
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" ..--centen of learning, it ie legitimate heir to tbe democratic mann-,r of euppcrt 

). which Judaiam provided for them. To it belongs the instrument end eymbol thrcugh 

which thie eupport was expree•ed-nsmel7, the yearl7 cont~lbution ot a !eka (balf-

ehekel)on the part of f!l'le-q Jew. In brief, tao !eka. which once 1;rereeseo. the 
' 

~tu.rtt;, upitz., of world Jewry Y4 ~t• cultural Jit to Ierael, cap again reeume 

jte Qistoric tunct1on 1n a IMRn,r completely reltff'\nt to the pi:,sent, 

Educational Values 

To revive thie "m1tnah" 1n Jewish life would do more than strengthen Jewrya modern 

Temple of learning and spirit. It would be an a.ct carrying ite own reward 1n 

educational terms and providing excellent program for all organizations. Among 

the th~e• which could be vividl7 projected through the Hebrew University ~eka 

are the following; 

1. Cultural and spiritual ties with Israel. 

2. Cultural and spiritual unity of world Jewry. 

3. Democracy, i.e. Israel's Temple of learning supported by every J~ no 

matter what his wealth or station. ("The rich shall not give more, nor 

the poor less", Ex: 30-13). 

4. Jewish learning-its importance as mirrored in our heritage and as mani

fested in moa_ern Israel. 

5. Our literature-both Biblical and Rabbinical, providing a wealth of 

material illustrative of the above themes, 

6. The University, its message and its needs. 

Vehicle• for Im;element1;eg Above, 

The importance ~f the concrete a.ct 1n dramatising any idea or theme and making 1 t 

real to the participants, is obvious to all educators. Eq_ually a.esirable to 

educators is the type of project which activates as it educates, and vice vena. 

The Hebrew University Beka is this type of act and ~ctivity-education project. 

(It is suggested that a replica of the ancient Beka, which we hBve, with the 

Hebrew Univere1t7 on the back, be used.) It would lend itself to the following 

typea of programs 

l. The Hebrew University and the broader themes mentioned abOTe can be 

woven, with the !eka a~ a vehicle, into regular program material, i.e. 

speakers, p~, lS.terature, radio, etc. Thia can be aup,11ed by a 

central office to the different organization• tor diatribution. 

2. gebrey Univeraitz Sabbath - The Sabbath before the fir1t of Allil, (Shabba,, ' . 

Shekal~m) 1• the traditional Sabbath uaed for remin4111g the Jewa of their 

obligation to the Temple and the academiee of learning. It 11 on thie 
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Sabbath that the portion dealing with the Shekel --or l3elm and 1 t1 uee 

for "1trengthenipg ap.d repairiuc the house" (l3edek Ha.bait) ie read. 

There 11 no need to etree1 the excellent sermonic material which springs 

out of thie combination of tradition and modern Jewish living. 

Purim eve, before the reading of the Megillah, is also a tre.di tional 

moment tor payment of the half.ahekel-it might again be used for this 

purpose. 

Both Hebrew University Week and Sabbath might be set vi thin the first 

two weeks of ADAR, thus linking it naturally with the Jewish calendar 

and with Jewish history. 

Seen in these terms, the Hebrew University Beka, while a meaningf"ul 

institution of modern Jewish life, yet flows naturally out of the stream 

of our past. 

Organization 

The above pi,) gram is ideal for every type of Jewish organiiation. It offers them 

not only the dramatic cultural linkage with Israel, which they seek, but also 

a vehicle carrying the most aignificant of educational themes and is non-political 

and "non-idealogical" in nature. . : ca, . • . . 
.. . Sufficient support from leaders of a 

variety of organizations in Je,nsh 1ife has already been received to warrant the 

above premise. Thia offers several advantages in -terms of organization and 

expenditure: 

1. It can be supported by even Jewiah organization regardless of political 

or religious shading. Therefore, the organization of the Hebrew Univer

ait1 Beka ~ utilize existing organizations rather than set up an 

elaborate structure of its own. It requires but a central office which 

can feed educational and publici t1 ms.terial to the various organization&. 

2. lt ia a project, not onl1 unif)1.ng d1ffe[Rt groupe 1n a common enter

prise but completflly applicable to different age levela. It is within 

the meane of everyboey, (a half-shekel would probably be about so;) 
Therefore, mch of the material could be submitted through gro'?-P bod1ea 

like Coumiunity Councils, SJnogogue Counclle, Youth Conference,, Centers, 

etc. 

3. The project naturally linka up with the Jewish calendar, i.e. Shabby 

Skel&J:im::::ta, a,,sm e, 4QpatiBC •. ael(:tMHl 'kater.t $ht EM.4'P4 °, 
thf J•Iegillah 91 hry, etc. Therefore, 1-t can be llnke4 on \o en1ttag 

program, an4 oeqa1ione, an4 in moet caeea there will be no n.ece1elt1 
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!here are of course difficulties linked with any proposal which approaches historic 

41meneiona. Among the questions are: 

1. The '1orld Zionist Shekel. It must be clearb understood that the pro.1ect 

herein propos,.ed is distinct and separate from the World Zionist Shekel. 

The Hebrew Universit1 :Seka could be a vehicle dramaticall1 linking Jews 

with Israel and with historic Jewish ideals. It 1a tied to a very specifi '. 

portion of the Jewish calendar and 1a completely without political 

connot~tiona. It may be considered as a project 1n itself without 

connection to the comments that follow. 

2. The tradition of "a shekel per head", itself has been taken far from its 
\ onginal meaning and used by the World Zionist Orga.n11ation in the main 

aa a voting ticket and as a source of support for the World Zionist Congre£ 

The emergence of Israel as a sovereign state radically effects this mean

ing of the shekel and places before the World Zionist Organization the 

choice of either finding a new interpretation for their shekel or dropping 

it completely. 

Considering the above, 1 t may be that the. World Zionist Organiza.tion, 

since it seeks new content for its Shekel, and since it seeks deeper 

cultural ties with Israel, Jll81' decide to return the Shekel to its mor~ 

authentic meaning-namel1, the support of Israel's Temple of learning. 

3• Whether or not the above is done in the :future, the Hebrey University 
I 

:Seka is available now asap immediate project for all groups and areae 
I . 

not reached by the Sbgkel. Later, if the shekel should receive the new-

old meaning proposed, it might remain the destinctive cultural symbol 

of the Zionist movement, while the :Beka,(ha.lf-shekel) remained the e1111bol 

Thie has the advantage of: 

a. Permitting the Hebrew University :Seka to be launched immed1atel7-

for a•· has been stressed, it is tied in with a specific calendar 

date. 

b. Giving the other groups a project specifically recognized aa theiJ 

own, a factor quite important in promoting intiative. 



4. '!he JU -- 11 the year-long heir to the emaller contributions of Jettr7. 

There ie ab1olutel7 no competition between 7ear-long JNJ activities and 

a ope dA.y or ope week pro~ect such aa ia visualized b7 the 'Hebrew Unlverslt~ 

Beka. 

s. f,er1can.J!iends ot the Hebrew University Membership: 

a. It must be realized that no matter how eucceaafu.l be the orgen

izational efforts of the American Friends of the Hebrew Univors:'.. ti 

a $10 memberahip still makes it impossible to reach vast areas of 

Jewry. (Thia includes 7outh groups of all ages and many adult 

organizational areas.) these areas could be reached by the Beka. 

b. With regards to adult groups, it might first be pointed out that 

the Zionist use of the shekel bas bad no dilatorioue effect at 

all on membership, but has rather provided this membership with 

program stimulus. There is no reason why the Hebrew University 

!eka could not be handled in similar fashion. Membership in the 

American Friends meane that an individual becomes a "spiritual 

alumnus" of the Hebrew University and an all-year participant 

in the pro~ of the American Friends ~f the Hebrew University

literature, speakers, yearly ·conference, Hebrew University Week, . . 

etc. Pu.rchase of a ~e~, which, after all, is as much as most 

Jews will be able to do, is aimply a token e~ression of loyalt7 

to the historic tradition of Jewish learning, and to the 1nstitut1 

vhieh::most centrally embodies that tradition--the Hebrew Univer

ait7 Jeka could in short time make f!IVery area of Jewish life 

Hebrew University conscious and greatly help a tu.11 membership 

campaign. 

AJ!o 1JlW£ile. ta,JTl~l!~.JlnJyar,J.tg l3e.i,: 
1, Anewera the need felt b7 evert Jew for a concrete expression of hie 

apiri tual and cultural bond w1 th Israel and does it in a manner that 

11 h11toric• Aramatiq and W.~$, to _the,presept. 

2. Offere all Jewi1h organisation• program which 11 its own end in educational 

terme-vividly linking its participant• with basic Jewiah idee.11. 

:3• Strengthen• the ~dern center of Jewish· learning for world Jevr7, \be 

Hebrew Unlverait7, tn a P!!:MIE yMQh ewi,, it tq be of yital .1,m2, 

to srld . .ZIXR• 



41,locatiop ot b:ocefdt 
The ancient :Belca(lwa~ used to strengthen t-he aoademie• of Jewi1h learning ln 
lerael,ao that they, 1.n turn were abl~ t.o . streiigthen world Jewey. The modern -:Seka m1gh'li have th~ '3t1.!De function, namely;, strengthening the modern center of 
Jewish learning :tu a maimer which w:tll help 1 t better to serve world Je¥r7. Thia 
c.:td be done through the establishment on Mount Scopus, with the cooperation of 
the Jewish Agenc7, of an Institute for foreign students. At the present t1me 
plane are under way within various organization~ for study--visit tours in Israel. 
The Zionist Organization of' America for example, is cooperating with the Jewish . 
Agency 1n providing a large number of scholarships for study and work in Israe: .. 
The Hebrew University is considering a Summer Institute on Mount Scopue. The 

' 
Jewieh Welfare :Board is considering similar plans, etc. Physical facilities, 
acholarshipe, subsidies, organization, will be required. It is proiosed that 
the proceeds of the :Seka, which culturall7 ties Jews here to Israel, be used to 
create a human tie, b7 providing for an educational foundation centered on Mount 
Scopue which will foster and implement studying and visiting in Ierael by Jews 
throughout the world. 

The positive benefits which would accrue to Jewish l ife eve17Where from the above 
mentioned Institute f'or Wo,ld Jewry are obvious. It might further be pointed 
out that the Beka campaign would be st.ill considerably stimulated by alloc~ting 
theae proceeds to a tunctionwhichwould i!IlIDed1ately serve the contributorao 
The Hebrew University and the Jewish Agency suggest themselves as the representative 
bodiee beet equipped for implementing the various phases of the above proposal. 
(lncloeed are the ten ta t :1.ve plans for the Summer Inst1 tute on Mount Scopua which 
might be partially f1nan,~3d by the above proposal). 



__ m:mRICAX« No'! AN Poi E CfnrmHRP:«y --·· 
•' < In connection th t7Herdw versi t:, 

In the Bible, the term Beka or half-shekel is used frequently in conjunction with 

the obligation or every Jew to support the Temple. In the Pentateuch, "EK: 30-13, 

EK: 38-26" etc. a halt shekel or Baka is required per head. 

The Talmud has a complete tractate tor "shekalim" which discusses the obligation 

on the part of every Jew every place to pay the Baka or shekel. So important was 

the obligation considered, that even children and priests, normally exempt from 

all taxes, were yet urge~ to pay this tax. 
~ * * 

. 'the charagter of a "tax fo:."' learning" and was sent with e:.1thu~iasm to the nev~ 

center of learning at Y~-noh. I,?_t~r...a.....1.:~ was sent to the academies of le_~\~_g 

in Israel whichJ..1.Um..~a_n:t,~H JP. .. !.r-~'1· An indication of the importance which was 

attached to this voluntary tax is afforded by the reaction of the Jews when Ves

pasian decreed that the shekel should be paid to the Temple of Jupiter rather than 

to the Temple in Jerusalem. Jews sent their tax to the Jupiter Temple and in 

secret, sent ar..other shakel tu the Jerusalem Temple. 

------
There are extant actual replicas of shekel coins dating from the time of the 

Hasmoneans. (These coins can be used iL the art w~rk for the Hebrew University 

Beka.) 

The traditional time foi:- coJ.l~•;t:~.cr c.f ·ch i.8 t.c=ix was set from the first of ADAR 

to the fifteenth. Ever: t0clay IT'a..,y cc-·,rnr.1r:.::i:.:1es observe the custom of dor_ 1ting 

their half-shekel fo.".' tt._ .. cpdl.r of the }::.,,1sa1' (Bedek Ha-Bs.yi t). This would suggest 

that our Hebrew UnivJrs:i.:.y 'Week and Sabbath be linked, or rather relinked with 

the oeriod from t;11=: :tu·~ :·,o the 15th of ADAR. The actual collection could be made . 
in that period and L'. some cases even linked with the reading of the Megil1ah on 

Purim ( in accordance 1.,i th tradition). 

In brief, the proposed institution of a Hebrew University Beka has the most 

authentic roots in tradition and history, and a legitimate place in the Jewish 

calendar. 

~~ ~ ,z::. ~~~°ti-'~ 
~~ 7 ~ ~-cu~ 

/d/y,r · 
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BoTeber 10, 1948 

OOTLINE AND RECOMNEJIDATION FOR Sml4ER IETITUTE 

Bo otter on the pa.rt of the Univeraity would be ~re attractive to American J

than a SUlllller Iutitute on Mt. Soopua. The possibility of study at the Univerait)'. 

in 0<111bination w1 th guided tours to various parts of Israel, makea an appeal to which 

hundreds would respond. Many of the Jewish students now going abroad for Sumaer 

atudy would be attracted to IaraelJ many would come who othenriae are not interested 

in studying abroad1 Rabbis and workers in Jewish eiuoation would be deeply attract-

ed to refresher ooursea, etc. 

* * * * 
For the University, a Summer Institute would not only be a source of inccme, but 

would present it with the opportunity of imnediately becoming an educational force 

in world Jewry. The students who would attend the Institute would bring their 

personal gains and the message of the University itself, to all oomnunitiea of 

America. In brief~ the opportunity is now presented to the University ot becoming, . 
in the truest fashion, a "spiritual center" for world JfSWr'Y• 

COORS ES: 

'.l'he courses offered in the Swum.er Institute could be for the most part 

along lines similar to those given by SUDml8r institutes in other countries, 

and similar to those which have been offered to American students in the 

past. 1hese courses might be of two categortes. First, there could be 

courses offered tor credit. In all cases this credit must be arranged tor 

in advance by the student with his particular university. An intensive 

course stretching from 6 to 8 weeka might be entitled to 8 credits, or a 

quarter of a year. ( ibis is the arrangement made by Yale with respect to 

an a-week tour and course ottered to ita aludenta in Great Britain.) 1he 

above system of arranging for credits before-hand is one already carried 

out with respect to summer inatitutea by a number of American Universities. 

The numerous Jewish orglUlizationa now considering plans tor educational 
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T11it• ot their members to Israel, could coordinate their plans with the 
Institute. Courses in "Problems ot the Near &st" or "Survey ot Jewish 
Civilisation" would be the type ot theme which wouldlB eligible tor credit• 
at American Universities. 

'.lhe second category ot courses would be without actual credit, but acer~ 
tifioate of attendance could be awarded to those individuals who attended 
a minimum number of them and passed the minimum examination requirements. 
Many Jewish educators and teachers would be interested in this type ot 
achievement certificate. Again, there is precedent for this type of award 
among foreign sunmer institutes in France, etc. Among these courses would 
be Hebrew• Palistinography, History of Zionism, Survey of Modern Hebrew 
Literature, Bible, Jewish Philosophy, etc. These courses might be ottered 
on several levels. One level would ot necessity be given mostly in English 
and be of a popular nature. A second level can be given in Hebrew but still 
on a non-credit basis, tor those who have sutfioient Hebrew only. A third 
level can consist ot one or two seminars arranged tor Rabbis and advanced 
Jewish students. 

The Summer Institute would best be held between the period of July 5th and 
August 25th. This would allow travel ~ime for .American students and not 
conflict with their winter ocmnitmenta. Die Ju1y 5th - August 25th per!od 
would have to contain at least a complete week of frHdom for students. In 
addition, tree weekends combined with guided tours would have to be allowed 
tor by the Institute_ plan. The ahortne1a ot time a-vailable tor aoadanio work 
malcee it strongly advisable therefore, that the actual sailing tme be 
utilised to ad'ftDtage. Student• traveli.Di to Europe last 7ear hired -.,o 
oanplete •hips, brought with then lead•n ~d t•ohera, organized course• 
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and actirltie1 on board both nom:lng and going. The same pattern could 

be followed by 1tudente going to the Hebrew University~ fh•• arrang•enta 

oould be ade by the American Prienda with the help ot the participating 

agenoiea. 

llo1t Sunaer Inatitutea in Europe charge under 1100. tor tuition. A 

tuition tee ot $100 to $126 on the part ot the Univeraitywould be conaider

ed reuonable by most students. In addition, another $26 would be added, 

which awn would be needed tor the ottioe (A.F.u.u.) tor arranging publicity

transportation detail• • orientation course• on ship, etc. Aaaming that 

a round trip would amount to about $500.00, that minima living expenaea 

tor 6 or 7 week• would be $250, the total expenditure involved would be · 

between $900 and i960. 

IIIPLDl!JITATI0H: 

A. Announcements for the Summer Institute must be made by the middle ot 

the year and can be easily circulated through regular college ohannels

Billel Founda.tiona--Jewiah organizatic:ma, etc. 

B. A Hebrew University Youth Council has just been formed with the express 

purpose of publicizing and implementing the above plan. Thia council 

represents all major Jewish national youth organisationa. 

c. The Jewish Agency and the Zionist Organiaation of America are ottering 

100 full year acholarahips tor study in Israel. Although the purposes 

or these 1cholarah1pa do not coincide cm all point• rith the purposes 

~t the Sumner Iziatitute, there can be cooperation in at least two areaa1 

1. The ZOA Scholarship tellon oan make joint 1h1pp~ 

arrangan.enta with 1;he Summer Institute ~1datet, 

2. The ZOA Soholarahip tello,ra can part1qipate in the 
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SUlllller Institutes. Mr. Aaoulai, who is apouoring 
.. 

the plan in the name of the agei:ioy agrees that bo·;;h 

the above areas ot cooperation are possible. 

3. last Summer, over a thousand students went to 

Fl.trope by plane. Transocean Airline which arraDged 

this, has ottered to work out an arrangement whereby 

• the round-trip would be under $650. The Hebrew 

University Youth Council, through the A.F.H.U. could 

also make arrangements for the above method of trans

portation. 

4. 'lhe Youth Council, with the aid of the A.F.H.U. 

could seek ways and means of financing at least 

in part, the various expenditures involved in the 

Institute 

s. In general, it is essential to realize that combination 

study-tour visits to Israel are desired by a large and 

varied number of Youth Groups. The Hebrew University 

could, with the cooperation of the Jewish Agency and 

the various organizations, act as a focal center for 

these plans. The A.F.H.U. could be the central 
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Bovember 30th, 1948 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
~. 105th Street & Ansel Road 
Cleveland. Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

The enclosed propoeal comes to 7ou with the endorsement of people like: 
Rabbi Artlmr Lilyveld; Dr. Emanuel Gamaron; the President and National 
Educational Chairman of Junior Hadaeaah; Dr. Mordecai ltaplan of the :Board 
of Directors of the RECONSTBUCTIONIST; etc. 

In spite of the backing of the above mentioned J ewish leaden, I might still 
hesitate to trouble you with a matter like t his had I not heard your addrese 
at the Union of American Hebrew Congregations aseembl7 in :Boston. Ha.Ting, 
however, heard your reference to the spiritual and cultural unity of Israel 
aa it was aymboliEed by the ancient Shekel-I now think that the enclosed 
project represent• but an extension in deed of your own line of thought. 

As you will see in studying the proposal, time is essential to the whole 
scheme. May I then be 10 bold as to ask you to gre.nt me: 

1. Your personal and non-official opinion on the Bem project. 
May I ask that 7ou separate, in your consideration, the Beka. 
project from the Shekel suggestion, and both of them from the 
question of allocation of proceeds. 

2. Your opinion on the Shekel aspect of the plan. 

I would appreciate 7our early reply. 

With best vishea, 

HW:ek 
Enc. 

Sincerely, 

Babbi Herbert Weiner 
Program Services Director 

Ol&ANIZ&D TO AID THE HIIIEW UNIYEISITT IN JIIUSALIM 
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