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National

Masada

Young Zionists of America

AFFILIATED WITH THE ZIONIST ORGANIZATION OF AMERICA
381 FOURTH AVENUE, N. Y. C. 16 - MURRAY HiLL 4-6778

October 1, 1948

D». Abbe Hillul Silver, Chairmen
Americean Zionist Emergency Council
342 Madison Avenue

Néw York, N.Y.

Dear Dr. Silver:

Hot on the heels of Secretary Marshall's reversal of U,S,
policy in his declaration of support for the Bernadotte plan, Masada
mobilized its entire staff to lead the nation's youth in prompt po-
litical actions campaign to gain the support of the American public
for the Govermment of Israel. Five hours after confirmation of the
Zionist Emergency Council, 75,000 copies of the enclosed petitions
and poster were issued to our chapters throughout the country.

Also, please find enclosed a copy of our latest brochure.
This Rosh Hashenah, tens of thousends of Jewish youth who have never
had any contact with Zionist organizations, will be urged to join
with us in our great work. This is only the beginning in a series

of highly intensified membership activities designed to bring to fru-
ition our goal of 25,000 members in Masada.

I would greatly appreciate your comments and suggestions.,

L'Shanah Tovah Tiketewu,

Carl Lampner”
Executive Director

- ce OUR GOAL 25,000 - - YOUR GOAL TWO NEW MEMBERS BY NOVEMBER 20TH.




Mr. Harold Manson

Jewish for Palestine
16 East Street

New York 21, New York

My dear Harolds

of service to the organization, Pine isa g
some information about his services = and the B'nai Zion

been a fine group of people.
With best wishes, I remain

Most cordially yours,
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| The Jevwsh Agency for Palestine

MEMORANDUM

Dr, Abba Hillel Silver ‘ ’ January 6, 1949

Harold P, Manson

Enclosed is the text of the memor andum which I read to you today over the
telephone, I also prepared a digest of this memorandum in the form of a
press release which is being issued thig afternocon by the Emergency Council.
In addition, Mr, Tuvim has sent a covering memorandum, together with the
release, to the lecal emergency committee chairmen, urging that the release
be utilized for propsganda purposes by editors, columnists, ministers,
public officials, etc.

I am sending a copy of the memorandum to Arthur Lourie, as you suggested,
and shall be in touch with him tomorrow in order to obtain his comment,

In my judgment, we should mimeograph or multigraph, rather than print this
piece in view of the fact that printing usually involves time-consumTng
procedures, what with proéf-reading, etc.

Do let me hear from you concerning this at your earliest convenience so
that we may get the document into the hands of our friends in Washington
and elsewhere., ‘

Wermest regards.

)




MEMORARDIM OF THE BRITISE ROLR IN THR VAR AGAINS? ISRARL
Jamary 6, 19549

 The mest resent agtions by Great Britain vith regard to lsrael have os-
teblished conelusively that the British Government is in fach an sotive ally
of ¥he Arad states 1n their war dgatnst Ierasl.

e feresli sseusatien thet Deitich iwoepe have Boen sent to the perd
of Agade in Transjorden has Bov deen confirmed by British sources. HNaving com-
sitted itaelf to the suppert of Sgyptisn warfare againet Isresl, it would seen
that the hlthi Oovernment is now concerned lest peace materialise bYetween Trams-
Jordan and Tsrssl. If the Britfeh-officered, Brittsh-supplied and British-
finanged Transjordan Arad Legion should ro—aim the var at any time in the future,
it vwill be generally understosd that Great Britain slone will be responsible.

In addition to the admission conceraing Mritish troop movements to Aqaba,
there are reports of the vlndtu of a considershle m of British fighters
and bombders &t Mafrak, Transjordan, and the additional diselosure that Britaia
has plans to move armed forces $o the Ngyptisn-Palestinian frontier. Nurthermore,
Jeraeli spokesmen charge that Britain has been training troops in Tripolitanis
under conditions identical to thoss o be found in Ieresl.

When these military moves sre considered in relation to the panic props-
ganda vhigh Aritish o fficiale have attenpted to digseminate in this country on
Ahe Dasts of lerasl's so-ealled "avesion® of Agypbian territory and the sense-
quent ‘odligation® of Grest Britain to come to Heypt's aid usler the terms of
the Anglo-Bgyptisn Treaty of 1936, the ploturs decones slear. Orest Brijain
ebviously hopes to induge the United States inte Joining a reneved British attempt
to bring sbout $he fapositicn of ssnstiens againet bnd by the Security Counetl.
In order to achieve this, Iritain varns that if she falle %o bring about the
internationsl action she deeires, she will de seompalled® to ach unilsterally in
 wupport of Rgyph. |




: In viev of the fact that the British are basing their position on the pro-
visions of the Anglo-Bgyptien Treaty of 19)‘. 1%t should bde noted that the latest
‘press dispatches from Caire quote official Rgyphian sources to the effect that

- Bgypt will pot inveks the 1936 Treaty with Rritain, singe the late Premier Nokrashy
Pasha had denounced it and ne Egyptian Gevernment would recognise it as valid,
The untenadility of the British pesition with regard to the treaty is further
revealed in snother dispsteh from Oaire to the New York limes (Jamuary 6, 19549)

pointing out that "the text of the Sreaty calls for assistance only in case of
var and Rgypt has never officially considered herself at var. The campaign was
desoribed as a punitive expedition against 'Zionist gangs' to re-establish order

in Palestine . . .

"Ihe Rgypblan Govermuent for i4s part has mele mo official meve %o invoks
the treaty,” the dispatch contimues, "6n the ground that the treaty had deen
inposed by foree, Ngypt had declared 1t o be mull and vold at the time that
Mahmound Fehmy Nokrashy Pasha referred the Sudan issue to the United Nations
Mlv Oouneil and she seems unlikely to go dack on this attitude.

"ihat the Rgyptisns would 1ike, Judging from unoffieial statements, is
British aseistance in the form of arms and smmunition outside the scope of the
treaty. Such ald, hovever, is dlocked Dy the arms embarge,® the dispateh con-
oludes,

That Britain is prepared to ach unilaterslly in 11if¥ing the esdargs as
A% affects the Arads, and in supplying arms and equipment %o the Egyptian Army
hes been made unmisteksbly clesr by British spokesnen during the past fev days.

. This wee Teported to have deen officlally conveysd o Usier Secretery of State
. Zevett by the Reitieh Andassador, Sir Oliver Franks.
o um-cmm_mmmumﬁb@umfnmnm
of the Brisieh record in the war againset !m.- The mm mn follews:
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1. Imnediately after the aloption of the partition resolution by the
United Nations General Assembly on November 29, 1947, the British suthorities
in Palestine systematically and deliberately opened the fromtiers of that sountry
to armed Arad bdands entering for the express purpose of engaging in a military
struggle with the Jews in order to upset the decision of the United Nations by
foree of armg. A%t the same time, British representatives iam Argd countries ia-
eited and encouraged the Aradb gtates to greater effobts sgainst the Jews and the
United Nations resolution.

2. Britain also sotively participated in this sgeression by supplying
the Arad states with finaneial aid, by creating a stockpile of war supplies and
equipment for the Arabe, by providing officers and adminis trative help to the
inveders. Simultenesusly, Britain made every effort to prevent the Jews from
araing for their own defense.

3. Vhen -- despite all of these British msneuvers -- the Arad attacks
8id not succeed in overcoming Jewish resistance and the State of Ierael was pro-
claimed on May 14, 1548, Great Britain encouraged the Arsb govermmenis to launch

full-seale militery {mvanions of Palestine with the declered aim of over-ruming
and  subjugating Israel. The attack vas led by the Transjordan Arad Legion, a
nilitary foree eompletely equipped, financed and officered by Great Britain.

5. 1In the early days of the war, vhen the invaders vere on the move, Ureat

Britain 444 nothing %o bring hostilities to a hals, dus, on the contrary, maneuvered
ceaselessly in the luirtlr Counell to keep the Aragd states from deing punished

as aggressora, At that time Oreat Britain sav no n.uuq- of the United Natione
Charter, although the action of the Arad states in hnnu Pdestine vas expli.
eitly dencunced as inSernational aggression by United States Delegate Varren

Mnetin (May 22, 1948), Then the British worked indefatigably So induse the Security
Gouneil to refrain from Saking the action which vas olearly indicated,




-l

S« Hovever, when the tide furned and the lsraell Army repelled the aggressors,
there were immediate British moves for truces, lsraell troop withirswals and -
finally, the bitterest irony -- sanetions agsinet lsrael for succesafully defending
its own territory.

6. YNow that Israel has inflicted a series of decleive defeats on the Arad
armies and hae, in the course of one military engagement, attscked legitimate

military objeetives on Egyptian soil, Great Britain threatens unilateral militery

action ageinst the Jewish state.

This, in Darest outline, is the British record. It is againet this background
that Britain's ourrent moves should be viewed.

The Government of Igrael has agcepted the latest United Nations cesse-fie
order. But 1t ia clear that the United Nations truce snd the sccompanying cease-
fire orders are meant to be only temporary stop-gaps imn order $o permit the nego-
tiation of & permanent armistice and peace. To hold otherwise would be to imply
that the truce and the ceage-fire were ingtituted for the purpose of permitting
Bgyptian inveding forees to perpetuate their hold om territory lying outside the
boundaries of Fgynt.

Certuinly, the Govermment of the United Statss, whioh has sccorded recog-
nition to Isrsel and which has pledged itself to supvort Israsel's claims to terri-
toriagl integrity, cannot make itself a party to any such interpretation. The only
procedure consistent with the declared policy of the Government of the United
States 1z that of ealling upon the parties to the controversy to conclude a
permanent armistice, followed by a formal peace on the basis of mutual respect
of territorial imtegrity, with the future of territories lying detween the respect-
ive boundaries sudjest to specisl negotiations.

While the Gevermment of Israel has given rmuil assurance of its willing-
ness to meet with Bgyptian rmnuﬁtivu for the up_thtm of an armistice
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and a peace, the Gevernment of Egypt has provided no such sssurances either to
the Israell Govermment or to the representatives of the United Nations duly ap-
pointed for that purpose and representing the sole official chanmel for the
transmission of such communicaticns. Information coming from British cireles
regarding the alleged willingness of the Ngyptisn Government to negotiate an
araistics with Isrsel, 1ike all other items of information regarding the Palestine

uitrm emanating from British scurges, must be viewed with suspicion in
view of the origin,

Insefar as neither the United Nations, nor the Government of the Unihd
States, nor ths Government of Ureat Britain -- vhich is allegedly so solicitous
of the welfare of Egypt — has Deen adle to persusde the Hgyptian Government
to emdark upon a course of sotion vhich would result in an armistice and veace
with Israel, the Jewish State 1; fased with the fact that the truce 1s being used

by the Fgyptians as a mere device $o contimue in cecuvation of territery cutside
the natioaal boundaries of Rgyps. In the circusstsnces, the Isrseli Government
is naturally concerned with the need te elinminate agereseion within ije territery
and the threat to its existence. Any militery scticn underteken by Israsl de-
signed to expel the REgyptian invaders from its national territory and to eliminate
this threat is a lawful and necsasary exercise of severeignty and is fully con-
sonant vith the fundgmental right of self-defense accorded under international
lav %o all soversign States and referred to in Artiele 51 of the Charter of the
United Nations.

As long as the necessity for such self-defense has not passed, it would
Yo unjust and unfair to interfere vith the condust of military eperations by one
party only, permitiing the Rgyptisn forces to cecupy parts of Palestine dud preo-
Riditing Israel from taking action against the dases of the ememy's attack, If
this attitude vere sanstioned, 1% would smount to mothing less than sseurance
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to the aggressor that he may indefinitely continue his adtack in the knowledge
that he will never suffer a counter-attack on his home grounds.

Ve ecannot believe that the Government of the United States or the Americen
people would for one moment sanction so biased and unfalr an approagh.

It is generally understood today -~ despite the distortions and misrepre-
sentations of British propagandiste -~ that Israel has no designe on the Serri.
tory of any of its neighbors snd retains but one odjective in the current war in
defense of its political and territorial integrity: peace. The prolongation of
the conflict, and the resulting strain on the young state's egonomy, has created
an unenduradle situation for Israel and its peorle -~ a situation vhich cannot
be further continued if israel is to maintain itself economieally. It has m
elternative but to compel Egypt to negotiate peace - and this all.important fact
must be corsidered im connection with Israeli military operations in the Negav,

Finally, 1t is respeetfully suggested that the CGovernment of the United
States should refuse to lend itself «- either direetly or indirectly either in
its diplomatiec relations with the partien 8o the Palestine controversy or as a
member of the General Aggembly, the Seeurity Couneil, and the Palestine Comciliation
Comuission of the United Nations -- to any attempt to restrict the freedom of Israel
to eject the Ngyptian invaders. Instead, it is respectfully suggested thet the
Govermment of the United States, doth in ite direet nelations with the parties
to the controversy and ss a member of the United Natiens, should yureue the ais
of achieving an armistice and peace between Bgypt u& Iaracl on the Dasis of

‘mutual respect of the respestive territories of the N\z States.

5

\
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The Jewish Agency for Palestine

MEMORANDUM

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver January 24, 1949

Harold Manson

BEnclosed are copies of the letters which have gone out with regard to
the question of street collections.

Regerds.




Mr. Philip Sokol
Departaent of Velfare
C1ty of Yew York

902 Brosdway

Nov York 10, & Y,

Dear Mr. Sokelt

As chairman of the Amerigan 8
A for Palestine, I have sent
- regard S0 street collastions for ig
~ m“uou concerned.

(50 These letters were X follsy '
| c.quuu of the Ameriesn Sect he Jovish Agengy thet
411 street sollections hcuu ' vﬂi Isrsel - vith

 releing a‘mm
“.“‘0' ilh Cﬂoci-

HEnist organisations ia this
to convaey the Jewish Ageney's
and $o pbdligige the decision in
In addition, we have lssued &
‘ mﬁa action taken. 'Auw‘

' nm.rmmuuau»mnmm
_ment 1s attached herevith,

v hmmMmunthMhrmlv-‘
' !n \hu tnfoh-tto!.

; Sincerely yours,

A% lm-x SM1ver
Qm ,




(JRWISH AGENGY YOR PALESTINE)

Jamuary 21, 1949

Dr, Emamuel Neumann, Pres, v
Zionist Organisation of Aneriea
bl Bast 42nd Street

‘New York 17, N, Y,

Desr Dr, Neumenn!

% I wish $o edl)l your attention o the acti on by the
American Seqtion of the Jewish Ageney for Falest with regard
to the various street collegtions whigh anted
as fund.raising efforts for Israsel,

It was mhouxy decided that ooi collegtions
having to do with Isrsel <. with / on of the long-
estadlished, traditionsl anmgl C" ower days of the
Jevish National Fund -~ should eeas lately snd that the

I States be nsked So

ol W hep of resyonsidle bodles --
.n ande | 3 fo desl effestively with the
unguthorized solici ' inls 6n strest corners vhish has
proved embarrass :

hu‘l h am

Mo contents of this letter to your
: ths Americsn Segtion's degision in
m official Ofl.lo o L T

Witk all good wishes, I

Sincerely yours,

Abbg Hillel Silver
Chalirman




IDENTIAL LRPTERS WERE SENT 70 THE YOL 0¥ NG

Mrs, Hose Halorin, Fres,
Hadassah ,
1719 Broadway

City

Mr, Leon Oellman, Pres,
Migrachi

1133 Brosdway

City

Higs Sulmmith Bernstein, Seey.
Hashomer Fatzaly

305 Brosdway
City

Dr, Joserh Schechiman, Pres,

Unied Zioniste-Revigionists of America
675 Righth Avemue

Cisy

Mr., Pmul L, Goldman, Gen, Seey.
Achdut Egvodeh-Poale Zion
(United Labor Zionist¢ Party)
305 -k@ﬂ‘fﬂ’. i, bl‘

City

Mr. Barueh Zuckerman, Pr
Labor Zionist Org, of Amel
kS K, 17th Street

Cisy
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THE JEWISH AGENCY FOR PALESTINE

16 EAST 66TH STREET, NEW YORK 21, N, Y.

RHINELANDER 4-4200 Cable Address JEVAGENCY

January 28, 1949

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver
The Temple
Cleveland, Ohio

Dear Dr. Silver:

In view of the strong likelihood that I may shortly be leaving the Jewish
Agency -- and professional Zionist activity —= I would like to have the question
of my salary settled. The attitude of the members of the Finance Committee (with
the exception of Neumann) leads me to conclude that there is no intention of
behaving decently -~ or even correctly -- where I am concerned., Mrs. Halprin (who
seems to dominate not only the Finance Committee, but most other important aspects
of the day-to=day activities here) is clearly trying to make things as difficult
ag possible for me. She would, of course, enjoy it if I were to "plead my case"
before the Finance Committee. However, I have no intention of doing so -- and she
gathered as much at the meeting to whicl I was summoned.

Nevertheless, I believe that the longer this matter is put off, the less chance there
will be of a fair settlement =- and I can no longer afford to be unconcerned about
such matters,

At the lgst meeting of the Finance Committee,Neumann asked that the question be
deferred for a few weeks because he felt that any action taken at that time would
be upsatisfactory., He also wants your influence to count in the decision, when it
is made,

This would make sense if I were digging in for a lengthy stay at the Agency.
However, everything connected with this set-up is becoming increasingly distasteful
to me, I am now marking time until your own decisions are made., As matters now stand,
I would welcome 2 severance arrangement enabling me to leave professional Zionist
work now, with t_"he memories of the past five years unspoiled by "the little foxes,"

Please let me have your Jjudgement on this matter,

Cordially yours,

o

Harold P. Manson
P.,S. This letter was typed by me and there are no office copies.

Washington London Paris Jerusalem
2210 Massachusetts Ave., N.W. 77, Great Russell Street 143, Avenue de Wagram Post Office Box 92
Washington 8, D. C, London, W.C. 1 Paris (17¢), France Jerusalem, Palestine

oS .
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