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STATEMENT OF DR. ABBA HITLEL SILVER

CHAIRMAN OF THE AMERICAN SECTION OF THE JEWISH AGRNCY

The tragic¢ assassination of Count Bernadotte by outlaws, and the feeling
of condemnation which it has universally aroused, are being used by the enemies
of Isrcel as ah opportunity to cripple the Jeuish State, if they connot destroy
it e2ltogether, by drastically constricting it in size and depriving it of its
necessary natural resources, They seek to do this under the slogan thot Count
Bermadotte's recommendations must be adopted and effectuated in full es a monu~
ment to his memory and in the claimed interest of "peace.

These recommendations, which Count Bermmadotte himself admitted in his report
wvere not within his province as Mediator to muke, require calm analysis in order
to understand how disastrous their implementation would be for the Jewish cause
in Palestine and the State of Israel.

The first recommendation %o be noted is that the Negev, consisting of two-
thirds of the State of Isreel as set up in the Resolution of the General Assembly
of the United Notions on November 29, 1947, should be torn awny fiom Isroel and
hended over to the invading Arub States, preferably Trans-Jordan., The Jewish
State, whose total area under the Novemdber 29 Resolution is only 5,770 square
miles, is thus to be further reduced in size by no less than 3,750 square miles;
while a mere 400 square miles of rocky and hilly Westemn Galilee is to be added
to it in compensatim,

Uoreover, the territory thus proposed to be taken away from Isrcel is
proctically empty of inhabitants becaunse of lack of water, although it can be
made habitable by costly amd extensive irrigation works which the Jeus 2lone
are ready to undertake and finance., It provides the only available lend reserve
for the expected and necessary large Jewish immigration into Israel; the rest
of Isrcel, as well as Westein Galilee, being ulready thickly inhabited. If the
Negev should now be lost to Isrsel, it would be condemned to eontinuing sterility
as a desert, just as is the vast and enpty zrea of the largest port of Trans-
Jordan; and for the same reason, namely, Arad apathy. The Jewish plen for its
irrigation and development would be sborted, and the capacity of the truncated
remnant of Israel to absorb new immigrants would be greatly reduceds In this
way, the persistent objective of the enemics of Isruel, which has ever been to
prevent or severely limit Jewish immigration into Palestine, would be cchieved.

Nor is this the only disastrous effect which the implementation of this
recommendation would have., Three other highly important effects should be noted:

1. The Negev includes the southern and more then half of the westem shores
of the Dead Sea and provides the only access of the State of Israel to the waters
and minerals of that Sea; the rest of the shore of the Sea being outside the
boundarics of Israel and mostly in Trans-Jorden. So important to the life and
development of Israel was free accese to and the right to extract md exploit
these minerals deemed to be by the General Ascembiy of the Uaited Nations that
the Assembly by its November, 1947 Resolution sctual 1y included vithin the State
of Israel even more of the shore arss of the Dead See than was recommended by
its Special Committee on Palestine, These minerals, in fact, constitute perhaps
the only reserve of valuable winerals avoilsble to Isrsel, !Millionsof Jewish
capital have already been sunk in the ilding of plants both at the northem
end southemn ends of the Dead Sea for the extiaction of tlLese minerclss Coupetent
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experts are agreed that these minerals can form the basis of a varied and highly
skilled chemical industry in Israel for the benefit not only of its inhobitants

but of the world at larges The proposal now is to make all this impossible and

to tum the whole of the Dead Sea with its fainerals over to the Arab States.

2o The territory in question gives the State of Israel access to and a part
of the shore of the Gulf of Akaba on the Red Sea and thus renders possible the
development there of an Israeli port to serve the commerce of Isrzel with the
Far Fast and Africa, without the necessity of routing such commerce through the
British controlled Suez Canal with its heavy tolls. The excision of this territowy
from Israel renders this prospect hopeless.

3. There are well=founded reports to the effect that the territory in
question conteing valuable deposits of oil. This is perhaps the real reason
vhy it is now proposed to take this territory away from Israel and hand it over
to a puppet of Britain., But this oil constitutes the only reserve of fuel for
the industrialized State of Israel which must otherwise depend for oil unon the
mercy of the British-Arab production in Iraq and the very high prices charged
to Israel for such oil as it may be allowed to have from such productions

Another recommendation of Count Bernadotte deserving special notice relates
to Jerusalem. The recommendution is that Jerusalem with its.beseiged 90,000 Jews
shonld be put under United Nations control without any corridor connecting it
wvith Israel. The November, 1947 Resolution of the Genersl Assembly likewvise
proposed to put Jerusalem under United Nations control, But this was on the
supposition that the Arabs would respect the decision of the Assembly and let
Jerusalem live. ZEvents, however, have proved that this expectation wes and is
illusorye Jerusslem was wantonly attacked by the Arab States with Britich
supplied bombs and artillery immediately after the British withdrew from Palestine
on .oy 15, 1948, despite the United Nations Resolution, and has been under siege
and attack ever since. Its water and food supplies have been cut ofis The Jews
have sustained thousands of casualties in defense of the beautiful city which they
have built and which contains not only their most sacred shrines, but their great
University, their hospitals and other educational snd philanthropic institutions.
The heroism of the Jews of Jerusalem, men, women and even children clike, in the
the face of the murderous Arab attack constitutes an epic by itself, llow it is
proposed to turm these people, after all their sacrifices and privetions, over to
the mercy of the Areb invaders; for that is what Coust Bernadotte!s recommendation
amounts to. The Arabs can no more be expected to respect the nominal "control"
of the United Nations over Jerusslem in the future than they have respected it
heretofore. The world must still remember the outrage of the destruction of the
pumping station at Latrun, which provided Jerusalem with water, at a time vhen
that pumping station was officiaslly under United Nations supervision end after the
Arabs had specifically agreed to the resumption of its operations under the so-
called Truce; and only this moming the press carries news of the brutal assault
upon a convoy from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem under United Nations auspices by the
Legionaires of the Trans~Jordan Legion, which convoy was proceeding under the
express agreement of the Arabs under the Truce.

It is inconceivable that the Jews of Jerusalem and Israel will ever again
consent to leave Jerusalem in the midst of a hostile Arab sea, unconnected with
Israel and with no greater security for their lives and property than would be
involved in the nominal "control" of the United Nations.

It is interesting to note the reasons given by Count Bernadotte for his
devastating recommendations, He says in hisg report that "it cannot be ignored
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thet the vast difference vetween now and last November (the time of the Ceneral
Assembly Resolution) is that a war has been started and stopped and thot, in the
intervering months, decisive events have occurred." But this war was unguestione
ebly started by the Arab States surrounding Falestine, six of whom are membders

of the United Nations, in open and proclaimed defiance of the United Nations

and its Resolution, If this war has now been stopped to any extent, it has been
by Jevish velor and heroism, end not by anything that the Mediator or the United
Wations have done. The combired armies of the invading Arab States, vhom the
United States, through its representative, has branded as aggressors in the
Security Council of the Thited Nations, have been thrown back by the exbottled
Jeus and have, indeed, been saved from complete rout only by the very timely
"Truce" which the Security Council imposed on July 15, It seems now, however,
that either as a reward for their aggression or to compensate them for their
unexpected defeat, the State of Israel is to be dismembered and two=thirds of
its territory and practically soll its mineral weelth given to the agzressors.
While the City of Jerusalem, with ite overvhelmingly Jewish population ond great
Jewigh institutions, is to be turned over to the mercies of its surrounding Arabs
while wder nominal United Nations "controi",

Count Bemadotte recommends this treatment of Jerusalem beceause "of its
religions and intemational significance.," But it had the same siznificence on
June 27 of this year when he proposed that Jeruselem should be tummed over com-
pletely to the Arab State of Trans-Jorden. He then apparently believed that its
intemational significance should be forgotten in favor of the Arabse It was
only vhen it became evident that the Jews wonld prevent the cerrying out of his
recommendation of June 27 by force of amms that the present, new recommendation
was advanceds But it amounts in effect to the same thing as the old recommenda-
tion, and the Jews are doubtless ready to defend themselves sgainst it, too, by
force of armse
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