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STATEvtENT OF DR. ABBA IIIJ,LEL S!L VER 

OH.Al!MAN OF THE .AMERICAN SECTION OF THE J'EWISH AGfflCY 

The trngid a5saoftinatiori. of Count Bernadotte by outlaws, and the feel1.ne; 
of condemnation which it has universally aroused, are being used by· the enemies 
of Isrnel as ah opportunity to cripple the Jeuis}1 State, if they cannot c1.estroy 
it altogether• by drastically constricting it in size cmd depriv:i.ng it of its 
necessary natural 1·esources. They seek to do this under the l'locan th0t Count 
Bernadotte' s rocommendations must be adopted and effectuated in full £',S a monu
ment to his memo cy and in the claimed interest of "peace". 

These recommendations, which Count Berna<~.otte himself admitted in his report 
were not \·Ji.thin hie :province as Mediator to muke, require calm analysis in order 
to understand how disn.st1·011s their implemeutn.tion wou.ld be for the Jewish cause 
in Palestine and the State of Israel. 

The firnt recommendo.tion to be noted is that the Negev, consistin6 of two
thiro.s of the State of Iorael as set up in the Resolution of the General Assembly 
of the United Nv.tions on November 29, 1947, should be torn awriy f1•om Israel nnd 
handed over to the invading Arab States, p1•eferably Trans-- Jorclan., The Je,.,ri sh 
State, whose to tel area under the M ovrni·oer 29 F.esol llti on 1 s only 5,770 square 
miles, is thus to be further reduced in size by no less than 3,750 square miles; 
while a mere 400 square miles of rocky nnd hilly Western Galilee is to be added 
to it in compensati en. 

Moreover, the territory thus proposed to re token nway f rorn I src.el is 
prnctically empty of inhabitants because of lack of water, althong)l it cm1 be 
macl.e habitable by costly and extensive irrigntj.on works which the Jeus r'lone 
are rea.dy to undertake ond finance. It provirles the only available lane. reserve 
for the expected and necessary large Je\lish imrnigratlon into IsrA.el; the rest 
of Isr2.el, as well as Westein Galilee, being uJ.1•e2.dy th:ickJy inhab:i..ted. If the 
Negev should now be lost to Iara.el, it wo lld ·oe co!ldomnP.d to continuin0 sterility 
as a desert, just as is the vnst and ernpty fi.rea. of the largest part of Troos-
Jo rdan; and for the same reason, n1:1111ely, Arab apathy. The Je,Jish J?l£'n fo1~ its 
irrigation and development would be a.bortecl, and the capaci t.r of the truncated 
remnsnt of Israel to absorb new immigrants would be grea.tly redu.cedo In this 
woy-, the persistent objective of the enerJios of Israel, ,.,.,ldch has ever been to 
prevent or severely limit Jewish im:!ligration into Palestine, ,,rould be r.cl11.eved. 

Nor is this the only disn.strou3 effect which the 1.mplementation of this 
recommendation would have. Three other highly important effects should be noted: 

1. The Negev incln.des the son.them and more than half of the trestem shores 
of the Dead Sea and provio.es the onJy access of the State of Israel to the wo.ters 
and minerals of that Sea; the reot of the shore of the Sea br~i11g outsi<.le the 
'bound~.ri.o~ of Israel and mostly in Trans-Jordan. So important to the life and 
development of Israel was free accesr- to and the right to extract :.:nd e:'J)lo1 t 
these minerals deemed to be by the tlone1·al As:Jembly of the United. lfo.tlons that 
the Assembly by its November, 194'1 Resolution a.ctu~ ly included ,..,.1 thin the State 
of Israel even more of the shore ar~a. of the Dead See. than wao recommended by 
its Special Committee on Paleo tine. These minerals, iu fact, constitute :perhapo 
the only resene of valuable 1.11!norals nvaila.ble to Isrnel~ Millionaof Jewish 
capital have al.rea.t\,v been sunk in the ·LJUild.ing of plants both at the northem 
and southem ends of the Dead Sear o 1· the ext:i:ac tion of thesC:: min err.ls,, Competent 
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experts are agreed that these minerals can form the basis of a varied and highly 
skilled chemical industry in Israel for the benefit not only of its inhabitants 
but of the world at large. The proposal now is to mnke all this imposiible and 
to tum the whole of the Dead Sea with its 1.ainerals over to the Arab States. 

2. The territory in question gives the State of Israel access to Md a part 
of the shore of the Gulf of Akaba on the Red Sea and thus renders possible the 
development there of an Israeli port to serve the commerce of Israel ,ti th the 
Far East and Africa, without the necessity of routing such commerce through the 
British controlled Suez Canal with its heavy tolls. The excision of this territoiy 
from Israel renders this prospect ho:peless. 

3. There are well-founded reports to the effect that the territory in 
question conteins valuable deposits of oil. This is perhaps the real reason 
why it is now proposed to take this territory away from I~rael and hond it over 
to a puppet of Britain. But this oil constitutes the only reserve of fuel for 
the industrialized State of Israel \t1hich must otherwise d.epend for oil U~)on the 
mercy of the Eri ti sh-Arab produoti on in Iraq and the very hi gjl prices charged 
to Israel for such oil as it m~ be allowed to have from such production. 

Another recommendn.tion of Count Bernadotte deserving special notice relates 
to Jerusalem. The recommendu.tion is that Jerusalem with its.besoiged 90,000 Jews 
shonld be put under United Nations control without any corridor connecting 1 t 
with Israel. The November, 1947 Resolu.tion of the Genere.l Assembly like,dse 
proposed to put Jerusalem under United Nations control, But this was on the 
supposition that the Arabs would respect the decision of the Assembly and let 
Jerusalem live. Events, however, have proved that this expectation wes and is 
illusory. Jerusalem was wantonly at tucked by the Arab States with British 
supl"lied bombs and artillery immediately after the Erl ti sh t·.'i thdrew from Palestine 
on !·Zay 15, 1948, despite the United Nations Resolution, and has been under siege 
and att8ck ever since. Its water and food s~pplies have been cut off. ~he Jews 
have sustained thousana.s of casual ti es in defense of the beautiful city ,mi ch they 
have built and which contains not only their most sacred shrines, but their great 
University, their hospitals and other educational and philanthropic .institutions. 
The heroism of the Jews of .Jerusalem, men, women and even children clike, in the 
the face of the murderous Arab attack constitutes an epic by itself. lTOl! it is 
proposed to tum these people, after a.11 their sacrifices and privo.tions, over to 
the mercy of the Ara.b invaders; for that is whut Cotrat Bernadotte' s recommendation 
amounts to. The Arabs can no more be expected to respect the nominal "control" 
of the United l~ati ons over Jerusalem in the future than they have respected it 
heretofore. The world must still remember the outrage of the destruction of the 
pumping station at Lat run, which provided Jerusalem with water, at a time when 
that pumping station was officially Wl.der United Nations supervision ~dafter the 
Arabs had R_Pecifioally agreed to the resumption of 1 ts operations under the so
called Truce; and only this morning the press carries news of the brutru. assault 
upon a convoy from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem under United Nations auspices by the 
Legionaires of the Trans-Jordan Legion, \thich convoy was proceeding under the 
eXJ_)ress agreement of the Arabs Wl.der the Truce. 

It is inconceivable that the Jews of Jerusalem and Israel will ever again 
consent to leave Jerusalem in the midst of a hostile Arab sea, unconnected with· 
Israel and with no greater security for their lives and property than uould be 
involved in the ·nominal "control" of the United Nations. 

It is interesting to note the reasons given b~ Count Bernadotte for his 
devastating recommendations. He seys in his report that "it cannot be ignored 



that the vast difference ·oetween now and last Uovember ( the time of the C-eneral 
Assembly Resolution) is that a war has beE'n started and stopped and tho.t, in the 
interven.ing lilonths, decisive ever.Lts have occurred." But this ,-,ar trar, unquestion
ably started by the Arab States sur1•01.mding Palestine, six of whoza e 1,e :nem'bers 
of the United Nations, in open and proclaimed defiance of the United lTations 
and its Resolution. If this war has now been stopped to miy extent, it has been 
by Jel·rish velor and heroism, end not 'by anything that the Mec.iator or t .1e United 
I-rations have done. The combi~ed a.mies of the invading Arab States, uhom the 
United States, thro11gh its representative, has branded as aggres sors in the 
Secul"i. t:r Council of the United Nations, h&.ve been thrown back by the e .. b r-,ttled 
Jeus and have, indeed, been saved from complete rout only by the very- timely 
"Truce" \·:hich the Securl. ty Council lmposed on July 15. It seems no,-,, ho,-revcr, 
that either as a reward for their aggression or to cortpensate them for their 
unexpected defeat, the State of '.::srv.el is to be dismembered and tuo-thirds of 
its territory and practically all its mineral wee.1th given to the agzressors. 
While the City of Jerugalan, Ni th i te overwhelmingly Jewish :riopu.la.tion and great 
Jewish institutions, is to be turned over to the mercies of its surrounding Arabs 
while under nominal United Nations "control". 

Co,mt :Bemadotte recommends this treo.tment of Jerusalem because 11 of its 
religious and in temational sif'?lificance." But it had the same sig,:iificance on 
J1.1ne 27 of this year when he proposed that Jeruselem should be turned over com
pletely to the Arab State of Trans-Jorden. He then apparently believed that 1 ts 
international significance should bP, forgotten in favor of the Arabs. It was 
only ,-:hen it b cace evident that the Jews wo11ld prevent the ce,rrying out of his 
recommendation of June 27 by force of arms that the present, new recommendation 
was advanced. :But it amounts in effect to the same thing as the old recommenda,
tion, and the Jews are doubtless ready to d.efend themselves against it, too, by 
force of arms. 
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