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I. L KENEN 
305 ll1ng :Bldg. 

WA.HINGTON a D, c. 1200 - 18th St. IV 
ilillliAKBIID 

~xeoutive 1060 

October 4, 1951. 

Dear Doctor SilTer: 

It aeeme to me that I should bring you up to date on 
the grant-in-aid, becauee I think you mq want to be in 
touch with Senator Taft to thank him for what he haa done. 

A.a you probably know, I1rael is included in the 
Mutual Secur1,y Program for a epecial allocation of $!50 
million for the refugees coming into Iarael - th11 bal
ance, the $50 ld.llion for Arab refugees. In a4d1 t1on, 
Israel will share in the economic aid, we believe to the 
extent of $18,800,000. However, all this is still an 
authorization. 

Ve moat still go thrau&h the appropriation et~, 
and while ve thiDlt we ehall win, we m,q encounter aome 
d1fficultie1 becauae there 11 bloc of sou.them Congreaa
men and Senatore who are fightiDg ua, with the a1eiatance 
of some Prote1tut cleramen, etc. !here ie alao the 
danger that we 1hall· be cut along with everyb~ elae, 
aince it 11 rare that an appropriation bill goea aa high 
aa an authorization. However, ve are making eYer;y effort 
to inaure that the authorisation for the refugees enter
ing Ierael, for the Arab ref'ugeea and for the Wear Ea.at 
aa a whole ia appropriated at th1a time. 

You will be intereated in the apecific role that 
Taft plqed. We cleared the Houae without m.ch difficulty, 
but when the bill reached the senate it collided with the 
tax bill and an econo_,. drive~ ... ~•l'f were propoaal.1 in 
the Ar•d Seff'ice1 and 1oreign Ali'~ommitteea of the Senate 
to cut economic aid b7 ~. !hue the Wear Ee.at vu elaahed 
to $85 ld.llion. Our frienda in the Collllli,teea then per
eu.aded their colleagu.ea to impoae the~ cut not on the 
Adm~1111tration•a bill, but on the Bouie bill. Die relUlt 
waa that the refugee ite•• were included at $3S million 
each and the Bear lCaat wa1 find at $122,500,000. We made 
a further effort the followiDg dq and we got the refugee 
item, booated to $40 lllill1on, but with no inoreaee in the 
total. At th11 etage I1rael, which waa to hare rece1Te4 
$73,500,000 in the Bouae bill, waa gettin« about ~3 million 
under the Senate propo1al. 

I then went to Senator Dougl.aa and appealed to him to 
lead a fight on the floor to booat the Wear lut authoriza
tion• to the lnela approved by the Bou••• After eoae con-
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eideration he aaid he would t17 to raiae the two $40 million 
refugee item• to $50 million and to increaee the Bear Eaat 
from $122,500,000 up to $160 million. The effect would be 
to give Israel $68,800,000. • He doubted whether he could 
t17 to go all the wq to $175 million since fferything elee 
vaa being cut aavagel.7 and he himaelf favored a reduction 
of one billion dollare for Ju.rope. In -,q preeence he tele
phoned !aft and Taft aaid that he would go a.long with him 
on raising the refugee itema. Be did not know whether he 
could eupport the proposal to raiae the econOlllic aid. I 
wrote a long letter to Ta:tt urging him to join in the fight 
and during Jhe week I wae in touch vi th Saul De.naceau urging 
that Abe LutB call !aft. I talked to Julius nein, and I 
pointed out to Senator !Z'ewater on fridq, Augu.at 3lat -
the~ of the final vote -- that up to that moment onl.7 
Democrats had talked about the importance of the Bear r.aat 
and that we were looking to Brewater and to Tatt to Join 
Douglas and Comp8.ZJ1' in the final fight. 

In the meantime Taft1 e teetimolll' before the Senate 
1oreign Relations Committee had been made public, and I 
wrote Taft another letter urging that he repeat hie etate
ment on the floor of the Senate. ~ lettere were gltting 
to him, but he wae unable to aee &Dl'One during th11 period 
becauae he waa completel7 immersed in the tax bill. But 
J'ridq, on the dq of the final Tote, Douglaa called• 
dow from the gallery to tell me that he had tinal.17 made 
contact with Taft, that Ta:f't had agreed to pu.t h11 naae 
on the amendment and that Taft would speak for it. Dougla1 
had told him that he could not make thia fight alone. 

Late that afternoon, with only about 25 senator, on 
the noor, our two friend.a went to work ud put on a real 
fight for the Douglaa-Ta.ft amendment. It carried OYer the 
natural oppoaition of the member• of the two comitteea, 
who in au.ch aituationa muat stand 'b)" their Coanittee reports. 
However, Connal.17, thanks to the effort• of J'red L&sarua 
8lMi. eome othera, did not apealt againet ua. !here waa no 
roll call. While I had urged Dougla1 to aak for one, he 
waa pereuaded b7 some of hi• colleagu.e1 that we would not 
gain since the pressure for cutting foreign aid waa treaen
doua and JD8D1' Senatore were embarraeaed bT th11 conflict. 
!he aaendllent carried b7 a close standing Tote of about 
15-11. 

We muat atill now fight for the tall appropriation. 
I doubt whether we will be able to get aD7 1pecial treat
ment for the Jrear Eaat if there are acroee-the-board cute. 
You will recall that !aft once aaid to ua that he would 
fight for a high authorisation, but that once the authori
zation wa1 included Iarael would then have to tab it• 
cut along with eve17boq el1e. 
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We were all pleased with the $68,800,000. When it 11 
viewed in context, this 11 a conaiderable eum. The Adminia
tration ottered WI $23,500,000 in a program which prOYided 
for $2,250,000,000 in economic aid. The Senate voted Iarael 
$68,800,000 while it cut the total economic aid program 
down to about $1,310,000,000. !bu.1 Ierael1 a percentage ot 
*he economic aid in the Administration bill we.al.~ and 
wu 5.23~ in the Senate bill. !hat percentage haa since 
gone down alightq becauae in reaponee to liaenhower1 a 
appeals the Conference Committee raised the econoeic aid 
figures tor Europe b7 about $200 million, without changing 
the Bear Eaet. 

Under the circumatances it ia veey clear that the re
sult is the product ot bi-partisan support of the beet kind, 
and both our Republican and Democratic friend.a should be 
thmked for all that the7 did. We have natural.17 told Taft 
8Dd hie colleagues how deepl.7 we are indebted to him, but 
I know that he will be grateful to 7ou for 7our tbanka and 
I would urge 7ou to write him at length, if 7ou not alreac!J' 
done so. 

ILX:rb 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Auel Boad 
Clffeland, Ohio 

Cordially yours, 

I. L. Kenen 
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RHINELANDER 4·4200 

'1aiu,, yitt'2 n,,,n•n n,1~,un 
THE JEWISH AGENCY FOR PALESTINE 
16 BAST 66TH STREET. NEW YORK 21, N. Y. 

Cable Ada,.e.ss JEV AGENCY 
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MOSES GORDON 
JEWISH AGENCY FOR PALESTINE 
16 EAST 66 STREET 
NEW YORK,. NEW YOHC 

FEBRUARY 11, 1952 

I SHAU, NOT BE IN CLEVELAND FEBRUARY FIFTBENTH BUT EVERY DAY DUR[ NG 

WEEK OF FEBRUARY SEVENTEENI'H. REGARDS 

ABBA HILIEL SILVER 




